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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Itieii  as  tlie  literature  of  this  country  is  in  biography,  the 
memory  of  Tyndale  has  hitherto  been  singularly  neglected : 
In  vain  we  search  in  abbeys  or  cathedrals,  among  the  monuments 
of  departed  worth,  for  any  memorial  of  the  martyred  Tynuale. 


Yet  to  him  are  we  indebted  for  the  first  tu. 


of  the 

New  Testament  into  our  vernacular  tongue ;  and  his  labours  laid 
the  basis  of  that  authorised  version,  which  has  exerted  so  powerful 
and  hallowed  an  influence  upon  the  British  nation,  and  upon 
English  literature,  and  even  upon  the  forms  of  the  language  itself 
H  is  life  forms  an  important  era  in  our  national  religious  history; 
and  as  long  as  the  English  tongue  is  spoken  his  memory  will  be 
imperishable. 

Tiie  present  sketch  of  the  life  of  this  great  man,  is  chiefly 
compiled  from  materials  in  the  writer’s  possession,  which  he 
has  been  gradually  accumulating  for  many  years,  with  a 
view  to  the  preparation  of  a  bibliographical  history  of  our 
religious  literature,  previous  to  the  introduction  and  general 
circulation  of  the  English  Scriptures,  including  an  account  of 
i  he  first  printed  versions  in  their  successive  editions.  Should 
this  essay  be  favourably  received,  it  will  afford  encouragement 
to  the  writer  to  prosecute  his  researches,  and  to  collect  such 
further  materials  as  may  be  still  extant  in  Flanders  and  Ger¬ 
many,  for  a  complete  memoir  of  Tyndale  and  his  illustrious 
colleagues. 

To 


IV 


&bfitrtt£*ment. 


To  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  London,  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Llandaff,  Dean  of 
St.  Paul’s,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Chapter,  the  writer  begs 
leave  to  express  his  deep  sense  of  grateful  obligation  for  the 
very  kind  manner  in  which  they  opened  to  his  researches  the 
libraries  of  Lambeth  Palace,  and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  and  the 
archives  of  Canterbury  and-  London.**/ He  is  greatly  indebted 
also  to  the  polite  and  friendly  communications  afforded  by  the 
Rev.  R.  H.  Barham,  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  to  two  descendants  from 
the  illustrious  martyr,  the  Rev.  J.G.  Tyndale,  rector  of  Holton, 
Oxfordshire,  and  J.  Roberts,  Esq.,  Temple,  to  whom  he  re¬ 
turns  his  warmest  thanks. 

Not  only  the  warmest  thanks  of  the  publisher  of  this  volume, 
but  those  of  the  religious  public,  are  due  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Baptist  College  at  Bristol  for  the  liberality  and  readiness 
with  which  they  granted  the  loan  of  the  unique  and  precious 
copy  of  Tyndall’s  New  Testament,  of  which  the  present  edition 
is  an  exact  reprint,  except  that  the  Roman  letter  has  been 
employed  with  a  view  to  render  it  more  generally  useful.  The 
wood-cuts  and  ornamental  letters  have  been  carefully  copied  from 
the  original  volume. 

^Should  this  re-publication  of  a  work  so  interesting  to  the 

r 

biblical  scholar,  and  so  highly  deserving,  from  its  intrinsic  value, 
of  a  place  in  every  library,  meet  with  the  success  which  is  con¬ 
fidently  anticipated,  it  will  be  followed  with  a  reprint  of  the  first 
English  version  of  the  entire  Bible,  by  Bishop  Coverdale,*  to 
whom,  next  to  Tyndale,  England  is  under  the  deepest  obligations 
for  her  most  precious  treasure — the  words  of  God  in  the  language 
of  the  people. 


•  Thla  reprint  will  be  from  a  copy  lent  for  the  purpose  to  the  Publisher  by  the 
Illustrious  and  gracious  Prince  His  Royal  Highness  thb  Duke  of  Sussex,  and 
subscribers'  names  may  be  enrolled  at  every  respectable  Bookseller's  as  well  as  at 
Mr.  Bagster’s,  Paternoster  How, 


MEMOIR 

* 

OF 

WILLIAM  TYNDALE, 


WHO 

* 

FIRST  PRINTED  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  IN  ENGLISH,  1525 

AND 

WAS  MARTYRED  AT  VILVOORD,  NEAR  BRUSSELS, 

SEPTEMBER.  1536. 


OF 


PEDIGREE  OF  WILLIAM  TYNDALE  THE  MARTYR  Afl  PRESERVED  BY  ONE  BRANCH 

OF  THE  FAMILY,  COMMUNICATED  BY  J.  KOBE  RTS,  ESQ* 


Hugh,  Bajon  de  Tyndale,  of  Langley  Castle, 
Northumberland,  escaped  from  the  field  of  battle 
when  the  Yorkist*  were  overcome  by  the  Lan¬ 
castrians  ;  lost  hi*  title  and  estate ;  he  took  refuge 
in  Gloucestershire,  under  the  assumed  name  of 
Hutchins. 


Alicia,  daughter  ami  sole  heiress 
of  Hunt,  of  Hunt's  Court  at  Nib- 
ley,  in  Gloucestershire. 


John  Tyndale,  otherwise  called  Hutchins,  of  Hunt ’5 
Court  at  Nibley,  Gloucestershire. 


John  Tyndale,  otherwise  William  Tyndale,  otherwise 
Hutchins,  an  eminent  raer-  Hutchins,  strangled  and 
chant  of  London,  persecuted  burnt  at  Vilvoordc,  near 
by  Bishop  Stokcsly.  Brussels,  September,  1536. 


Thomas  Tyndale,  whose 
descendant,  Lydia  Tyndale, 
married  the  celebrated 
Quaker,  honest  John  Ro¬ 
berts,  of  Lower  Siddington , 
near  Cirencester. 


MEMOIR 


OF 

WILLIAM  TYNDALE, 

0)t  iHartgr. 


“  Though  1  am  olde,  clothed  in  barbarous  wede 
Nolhynge  garnyauhed  with  g&ye  eloquency, 

Yet  I  tell  the  trouth9  yf  ye  lyat  to  take  hede 
Agaynstthcyr  frowardc,  furious  frcncsv 
Which  tecken  it  for  a  great  heresy » 

And  mto  laye  people  gieuoua  outrage. 

To  haue  goddes  word*  in  their  uatyfe  langage.*’ 

Tyndale's  CoMFBNDlors  Olds  Treatise. 


CHAPTER  I. 


ERA  IN  WHICH  HR  LIVED — DESCENT — BIRTH — EDUCATION -—ORDINA¬ 
TION — ‘TAKES  THU  VOWS  AT  GREENWICH— TRANSLATES  PORTIONS  OF 
THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 


There  is  no  period  of  British  history  more  deeply  interesting 
than  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  Nor  is  there  any  historical 
event  upon  record,  calculated  to  excite  our  feelings  so  intensely 
as  the  first  publication  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  the  English 
language ;  which  took  place  during  that  extraordinary  era. 

Portions  of  the  holy  oracles  in  manuscript,  veiled  with  glosses, 
had  been  permitted  by  the  Romish  Church  to  be  read  in  English ; 
but  this  was  under  restrictions  which  nearly  amounted  to  a  pro¬ 
hibition,  except  to  a  favoured  few  of  the  nobility  and  clergy;  so 

u  2 
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JHfmotr  of 


that,  instead  of  a  free  and  honest  circulation  of  divine  truth,  like 
the  water  of  life,  flowing  to  invigorate  the  virtues,  and  ameliorate 
the  sorrows  of  the  people,  such  selections,  glossed  and  limited, 
produced  a  niggard  stream,  and  that  basely  polluted. 

The  struggle  to  throw  off  the  unholy  domination  of  the 
Romish  church  over  conscience,  which  commenced  with  the 
origin  of  papal  usurpation,  had,  in  later  years,  become  strong 
and  determined.  The  language  of  Milton,  when  alluding  to 
this  epoch,  is  peculiarly  impressive :  “When  1  recall  to  mind, 
at  last,  after  so  many  dark  ages,  wherein  the  huge  overshadow¬ 
ing  train  of  error  had  almost  swept  all  the  stars  out  of  the  firma¬ 
ment  of  the  church;  how  the  bright  and  blissful  Reformation,  by 
divine  power,  struck  through  the  black  and  settled  night  of 
ignorance  and  anti-christian  tyranny ;  methinks  a  sovereign  and 
reviving  joy  must  needs  .rush  into  the  bosom  of  him  who  reads 
or  hears,  and  the  sweet  odour  of  the  returning  Gospel,  imbathc 
his  soul  with  the  fvagrancy  of  heaven.  Then  was  the  sacred 
Bible  sought  out  of  the  dusty  corners,  where  profane  falsehood 
and  neglect  had  thrown  it ;  the  schools  opened ;  divine  and 
human  learning  raked  out  of  the  embers  of  forgotten  tongues ; 
the  princes  and  cities  trooping  apace  to  the  new  erected  banner 
of  salvation;  the  martyrs  with  the  unresistiblc  might  of  weak¬ 
ness,  shaking  the  powers  of  darkness,  and  scorning  the  fiery 
rage  of  the  old  red  dragon.”*  The  overbearing  pride  and  pomp 
of  the  prelates,  and  the  open  debaucheries  of  the  monks, 
hastened  their  downfall.  So  notorious  was  this,  that  when  Tyn- 
dale  pressed  upon  Sir  Thomas  More  the  wretched  immorality  of 
the  Pope  and  clergy,  while  it  excited  his  anger,  the  only  reply 
he  made  was :  “  Our  mater  is  not  of  the  lyuynge  but  of  the 
doctryne.”+  In  addition  to  the  influence  of  this  profiutcncss 
upon  public  opinion,  the  seed  sown  by  Richard  of  Hampolc,} 


•  On  the  Reformation  in  England,  B.  I. 
t  Confatacyon  of  Tyndalc,  VoL  II.  p,  864. 

t  J  posses*  a  beautiful  English  manuscript  on  vellum  of  Uompole's  translation  of  the 
Epistles  and  Gospels,  with  a  comment;  and  although  it  abounds  with  scholastic 
sophistries  and  11  old  wives*  fables/*  it  exhibits  occasionally  some  bright  rays  of 
Gospel  light 
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and  Wickliffe,  in  their  attempts  to  circulate  scriptural  knowledge, 
was  secretly  producing  a  rich  harvest,  and  the  effects  extended 
to  every  class  of  society. 

In  vain  were  promulgated  canons,  acts,  and  proclamations,  to 
limit  or  stay  the  progress  of  inquiries  after  present  happiness 
and  that  all  important  object,  future  felicity.  Absurd  and  des¬ 
potic  laws  to  chain  the  mind  and  enslave  the  conscience, 
although  accompanied  with  an  awful  train  of  terrors,  tortures, 
and  death,  appeared  to  excite,  instead  of  repressing,  the  spirit  of 
free  and  serious  inquiry. 

Conscience,  pressing  upon  the  mind  a  solemn  sense  of  per- 
sonal  obligation  to  answer  for  our  faith  and  conduct,  how  feebly 
soever  enlightened,  can  never  be  extinguished  by  human  power. 
The  burning  of  a  martyr,  known  to  have  been  a  good  and  a 
godly  man,  excited  among  the  spectators  of  those  horrors,  the 
inquiry.  Can  Christianity  sanction  such  cruelties?  while  the 
avidity  with  which  llic  translations  of  the  New  Testament  were 
destroyed,  led  the  populace  to  believe  that  the  Church  of  Rome 
was  opposed  to  the  Gospel,  and  was  endeavouring  to  conceal 
those  sacred  truths  in  a  language  known  only  to  some  of  the  pre¬ 
lates  and  monks.  They  were  sufficiently  enlightened  to  see  that 
the  influence  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  sun  was  obscured  from 
them,  instead  of  shining  forth  in  its  splendour,  equally  to  guide 
and  comfort  man,  whether  the  inhabitant  of  a  palace,  of  a 
cloister,  or  of  a  cottage. 

A  general  discontent  prevailed  in  England  against  a  pompous 
cardinal  and  a  corrupt  clergy,  when  Luther,  supported  by  some 
of  the  German  princes,  boldly  threw  off  his  allegiance,  to  the 
Pope;  and,  by  the  publication  of  the  Bible  in  German,  laid  the 
basis  of  that  immortal  structure,  the  Protestant  Reformation. 
The  cause  of  truth  spread  with  rapidity.  In  January,  1525, 
the  aged  i.e  Fevre  printed  the  New  Testament  in  French.  And, 
about  the  same  time,  William  Tyndale,  a  man  whose  memory  will 
ever  be  dear  to  the  British  Christian,  prepared  to  publish  a 
translation  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  his  vernacular  language, 
an  object  which  had  occupied  his  mind  with  intense  anxiety  for 
mat >v  Years. 
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This  apostolic  matt  was  descended  of  an  ancient  and  honour¬ 
able  family,  who  for  several  centuries  were  settled  on.  the  banks 
of  the  Tyne,  in  Northumberland.  His  ancestors  were  the  Barons 
de  Tynedale,  whose  seat  was  Langley  Castle,  a  small  but  strong 
fortress,  the  ruins  of  which  have  resisted  the  ravages  of  time ; 
they  are  beautifully  situated  on  a  rising  gronnd  in  Tyndale.* 

During  those  intestine  commotions  which  desolated  this 
country,  the  wars  between  the  rival  houses  of  York  and  Lan¬ 
caster,  Hugh  Baron  de  Tyndale  joined  the  weaker  party,  and 
escaping  from  the  field  of  battle,  fled  for  refuge  into  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Hytchins.  Tims  stripped  of 
his  honours,  possessions,  and  even  of  his  name  :  the  distressed 
fugitive  could  not  have  conceived  that  these  troubles  would  lead 
him  to  an  alliance,  the  issue  of  which  was  destined  to  im¬ 
mortalize  the  name  that  he  had  concealed,  and  engrave  it  upon 
our  memories  as  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  all  the  noble 
names  which  have  so  richly  adbrned  our  nation.  The  concealed 

Baron  married  Alicia,  daughter  and  sole  heiress  of -  Hunt, 

Esq.,  of  Hunt’s  Court,  Nibley,  Gloucestershire.  This  property 
descended  to  John  Tyndale,  alias  Hytchins,  his  son  and  heir  ;t 
who  had  three  sons ;  John  who  became  a  distinguished  merchant 
in  London,  Thomas,!  and  William,  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 
Several  branches  of  the  family  were  honoured  with  knighthood : 
Sir  John  Tyndale  attended  at  the  coronation  of  Queen  Ann 
Boleyn,  as  a  Knight  of  the  Bath. 


*  Thomas  Tyndale,  writing  to  his  cousin,  February  3,  166,%  gives  this  account  of 
his  family  * — "  I  have  heretofore  heard  that  the  first  of  your  famUic  came  out  of  the 
north,  in  the  times  of  the  wars  between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  at  what 
time  many  of  good  sort  (their  side  going  down)  did  fly  for  refuge  and  succor  where 
they  could  find  It.  That  it  was  your  predecessor  his  fortune  to  come  into  Glocester- 
shire,  changing  his  name  to  that  of  Huchina,  and  that  afterwards  he  married  there, 
and  so  having  children,  he  did  hefore  his  death  declare  his  right  name,  and  from 
whence*  and  upon  what  subject  he  came  thither,  and  so  taking  bis  own  name,  did 
leave  it  unto  his  children*”— Rudder’s  Gloucestershire,  p,  757* 
i  MSB.  and  Pedigree  in  possession  of  J.  Roberts,  Esq,,  Temple.  See  an  extract 
placed  before  p.  1  of  this  Memoir. — Rudder’s  Gloucestershire,  p.  757, 
t  One  of  his  descendants,  Lydia,  married  Jons  Roberts,  of  Siddlngton  near 
Cirencester  in  1646 ;  a  man  of  distinguished  piety,  and  the  head,  in  those  parts,  of  the 
Quakers,  who,  with  his  son,  suffered  severe  persecution  for  his  conscientious  adhe¬ 
rence  to  those  religious  principles.  An  interesting  memoir  of  this  is  published  by  the 
Society  of  Friends. 
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William  Tyndale  was  bom  at  Hunt's  Court,*  about  the  year 
1477.  At  a  very  early  age,  he  became  a  diligent  student  in  the 
University  of  Oxford,  having  been  instructed  from  a  child  in 
grammar,  logic,  and  philosophy  :f  he  continued  there  until  his 
proficiency  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  enabled  him  to 
read  the  New  Testament  to  his  fellow  students  in  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  Hall,  and  to  those  of  Magdalen  College.! 

Oxford  was,  at  this  time,  the  most  celebrated  seat  of  learning 
in  the  world.  Erasmus,  who  was  a  student  in  St.  Mary's,  thus 
writes  to  a  friend  in  Italy  : — “  Here  I  have  met  with  humanity, 
politeness,  learning  not  trite  and  superficial,  but  deep,  accurate, 
true  old  Greek  and  Latin  learning,  and  withal  so  much  of  it, 
that,  but  for  mere  curiosity,  I  have  no  occasion  to  visit  Italy :  in 
Grocyn  I  admire  an  universal  compass  of  learning;  Linacre’s 
acuteness,  depth,  and  accuracy  are  not  to  be  exceeded."  Here 
Tyndale  took  his  degrees,  upon  which,  by  indefatigable  study,  he 
acquired  and  laid  a  solid  foundation — that  profound  knowledge 
of  the  learned  •  languages,  which  so  highly  distinguished  and  so 
eminently  qualified  him  for  his  important  biblical  translation.  The 
honour  of  preparing  this  singularly  gifted  man  for  his  great  work 
was  not  limited  to  Oxford.  Dissatisfied  with  his  attainments  in 
literature,  he  entered  as  a  student  in  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
and  became  there  “  well  ripened  in  God’s  word."  His  memory 
sheds  an  equal  lustre  on  both  those  ancient  seats  of  learning,  in 
the  latter  of  which,  it  is  said,  that  he  also  took  a  degree.  It  was 
here  he  formed  a  friendship,  uninterrupted  until  death,  with  John 
Frith,  a  student  much  younger  than  himself,  but  of  extraordinary 
attainments  and  deep  piety,  a  determined  reformer,  and  in  man¬ 
ners  most  amiable  aud  unassuming.  Both  were  alike  eminent  for 
an  unspotted  life  and  virtuous  disposition.  The  ordination  of 
William  Tyndale  took  place  at  the  conventual  church  of  the  priory 
of  Si.  Bartholomew  in  Smithfield,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  March, 
1502,  by  Thomas,  suffragan  Bishop  of  Pavadeny  by  authority  of 
William  Warham,  Bishop  of  London,  and  was  ordained  priest  to 

*  A  thin’s  Gloucestershire,  p*  304. 

*  Wood’* 44  At  home  Oxoik” 

:  The  pain  line  from  which  the  portrait  is  engraved,  i&  preserved  in  Magdalen  Hall. 
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the  nunnery  of  Lambley,  in  the  diocese  of  Carlisle.  He  took  the 
vows,  and  became  a  friar  in  the  monastery  at  Greenwich  in  1508. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Barham,  of  St.  Paul’s,  for 
the  discovery  of  a  memorandum  in  Latin,  peculiarly  interesting 
in  tracing  the  history  of  Tyndale.  It  is  on  the  title-page  of  the 
«  Sermones  de  Herolt,”  a  small  folio,  printed  in  the  year  1 495,  in 
the  Cathedral  library :  “  Charitably  pray  for  the  soul  of  John 
Tyndale,  who  gave  this  book  to  the  monastery  of  Greenwich  of 
the  observance  of  the  minor  brothers,  on  the  day  that  brother 
William,  his  son,  made  his  profession,  in  the  year  1508.” 

This  accounts  for  an  observation  in  the  preface  to  his  “  Para¬ 
ble  of  the  Wicked  Mammon,  May,  1528:”  “  A  year  before  came 
one  Jerome  a  brother  of  Greenwich  also ,  through  Worms  to 
Argentine,  saying  that  he  intended  to  get  his  living  with  his 
hands,  and  to  live  no  longer  idly,  and  of  the  sweat  and  labour 
of  those  captives  which  they  had  taught  not  to  believe  in  Christ, 
but  in  cut  shoes  and  russet  coats.” 

For  some  years  previous  to  his  taking  the  vows,  Tyndale  had 
not  only  read  the  holy  oracles  to  his  fellow  students,  but  had 
commenced  that  work  which  appears  to  have  been  throughout 
his  life  an  object  of  the  most  anxious  solicitude,  by  translating 
portions  of  the  New  Testament  into  English.  The  original 
autograph  of  these  translations,*  now  in  my  possession,  is  in 
quarto,  the  margins  ornamented  with  borders,  and  every  portion 
accompanied  with  an  appropriate  drawing  in  imitation  of  some 
ancient  missal.  In  many  places  he  has  written  his  initials  W.  T., 
and  on  two  of  the  ornamental  pillars  he  has  placed  the  date :  on 
the  capital  of  one  is  inscribed  “Time  Trieth,  1502;”  and 
on  another,  simply  the  date,  “  1502.”  The  version  in  this  selec¬ 
tion  of  Scriptures  nearly  agrees  with  his  first  printed  edition.  It 
is  a  striking  proof  of  his  early  proficiency,  his  extraordinary 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  language,  and  his  extreme  care  and 
indefatigable  research,  that  many  whole  paragraphs  agree  ex¬ 
actly  with  the  translation  now  in  use.  Notwithstanding  his 
amiable  temper,  he  had  become  even  then  an  object  of  persecu- 

*  This  valuable  MS.  came  into  my  handy  from  the  library  of  that  eminent  antiquary, 
the  Hev.  H.  White,  of  Lichfield  Cathedral. 
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lion.  He  has  Interwoven  this  prayer  in  one  of  his  drawings, 
cherubs  holding  the  scroll  on  which  it  is  written :  “  Depend 
me,  O  Lord,  prom  all  them  that  hait  me.  W.  T.” 

The  first  of  these  sections  is  here  copied  literally,  to  show  his 
singular  proficiency  as  a  translator,  twenty-three  years  prior  to  his 
venturing  to  publish  the  New  Testament.  It  is  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventh  chapter  of  Luke.  “  And  one  of  the  Pharises  desired 
him  that  he  wolde  eate  withe  him.  And  he  wente  into  the  Pharises 
house ;  and  sat  downe  to  meate.  And  beholde  a  woman  in  that 
cytie  (whiche  was  a  sinner)  as  sone  as  she  knewe  that  Jesus  sat  at 
meate  in  the  PharaSes  house,  she  brought  an  alblaster  boxe  of 
oyntment,  and  stoode  at  his  fete  behynde  hym  wepynge:  and 
began  to  wasshe  his  fete  withe  teares,  and  dyd  wype  them  withe 
the  heeres  of  her  heade ;  an  kissed  liis  fete,  and  anoynted  them 
withe  the  oyntment.  When  the  Pharise  whiche  had  bydden  him, 
sawe,  he  spake  within  himseife,  saynge,  yf  this  man  were  a  pro¬ 
phet,  he  wolde  surely  knowe  who,  and  what  maner  of  woman  this 
is  that  touched  him;  for  she  is  a  sinner.  And  Jesus  answered,  an 
saide  vnto  lum :  Simon,  1  haue  somwhat  to  sayc.  vnto  the.  And  he 
saide.  Master,  say  on.  There  was  a  certene  lender,  whiche  had 
two  debters,  the  one  onghte  fyue  hundreth  pence,  and  the  other 
fiftye.  When  they  had  nothynge  to  pay,  he  forgauethem  bothe. 
Tell  me  therfore ;  whiche  of  them  will  loue  him  moste :  Simon 
answered  and  sayde,  I  suppose  that  he  to  whom  he  forgaue  moste  : 
And  he  saide  vnto  him  :  Thou  haistc  truly  iudged.  And  he  turned 
to  the  woman,  and  sayde  vnto  Symon.  Seest  thou  this  woman  :  I 
entred  in  to  thync  house,  thou  gauest  me  no  water  for  my  fete,  but 
she  hath  wasshed  my  fete  withe  teares,  and  wyped  them  with  the 
heares  of  her  heade.  Thou  gauiste  me  no  kysse ;  but  she  sence  y* 
tyme  1  cam  in,  haith  not  ceaced  to  kysse  my  fete.  Myne  heade 
with  oyle,  thou  diddest  not  anoynte :  but  she  hathe  anoynted  my 
fete  with  oyntment :  Wherfore  I  say  vnto  the :  many  sinnes  ar 
forgyuen  her,  for  she  loued  much.  To  whom  lease  is  forgiuen,  the 
same  dothc  less  loue.  And  he  said  vnto  her,  thy  synnes  ar  tor 
gyuen  the :  And  they  that  sat  at  meate  with  hym  be  gan  to  say  with 
in  them  selues,  who  ys  this  whiche  forgeueth  synnes :  and  he  said 
vnto  the  woman  :  thy  faithe  haith  saued  the :  Go  in  ncaee. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

“  Though  threatening  danger  lin'd 
Each  word  he  spoke,  yet  would  he  speake  hi*  mind, j; 

RETURN 8  TO  HIS  NATIVE  COUNTY  AS  TUTOR  IN  A  KNIGHT’S  FAMILY  — 

V 

BECOMES  AN  ORJKCT  OF  PRRRISCUTION— COMER  TO  LONDON— IS  A 

POPULAR  PREACHER. 

W  hen  Luther’s  intrepid  defiance  of  the  Pope  had  rendered  him 
an  object  of  universal  conversation,  Tyndalc,  having  returned  to 
his  native  county,  was  engaged  as  tutor  and  chaplain  to  the 
family  of  Sir  John  Welch,  a  knight  of  Gloucestershire,  and  a  hos¬ 
pitable  gentleman,  who,  keeping  a  good  table,  frequently  enjoyed 
the  company  of  the  neighbouring  prelates  and  clergy.  With 
these  visiters,  his  chaplain  occasionally  entered  into  controversy 
on  the  Lutheran  opinions,  and,  grieved  at 'the  ignorance  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  teachers,  warmly  advocated  the  reading  of  the 
New  Testament.  This,  as  Fuller  wittily  says,  led  (hem  to 
prefer  the  giving  up  Squire  Welch’s  good  cheer,  rather  than  t.o 
have  the  sour  sauce  of  Master  Tyndale’s  company.  The  Squire’s 
lady,  who  was  a  sensible  woman,  felt  hurt  when  she  saw  these 
great  men,  whom  she  hail  been  brought  up  to  venerate,  overcome 
in  religious  disputation,  and  asked  Sir  William  Tyndale*  whether 
it  was  likely  that  she  could  prefer  his  judgment  to  that  of  such 
wealthy  prelates.  To  this  he  thought  proper  not  to  reply,  lest 
it  should  excite  her  temper,  which  he  saw  to  be  ruffled.  But  soon 
after,  he  translated  Erasmus’s  “  Enchiridion,”  and  dedicated  the 
manuscript  to  Sir  John  and  his  lady.  They  read  it  attentively, 
and  became  convinced  of  the  spirituality  of  a  Christian  profes- 

*  The  title  given  at  that  time  to  oil  priests :  after  ihc  Reformation  it  gradually  gave 
place  to  the  title  of  Reverend. 
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sion ;  and  thus  Tyndale  secured  their  high  esteem  and  friendship. 
The  beneficed  clergy  soon  displayed  their  bitter  hostility,  and  he 
was  cited  to  appear  before  the  ordinary.  In  his  way  thither,  he 
spent  the  time  in  fervent  prayer :  the  great  object  of  his  suppli¬ 
cations  was,  that  his  heavenly  Father  would  strengthen  hint,  at  all 
hazards,  to  stand  firmly  for  the  truth  of  his  word.  On  his 
arrival,  he  found  a  numerous  assemblage  of  his  persecutors ;  but 
either  for  fear  of  offending  the  hospitable  knight,  or  by  the  Becret 
providence  of  God,  their  mouths  were  shut,  and  nothing  was  laid 
to  his  charge.  The  ordinary,  however,  “  rated  him  like  a  dog.” 

The  persecuted  Teacher,  soon  after  this,  consulted  an  old  doc¬ 
tor,  who  had  been  chancellor  to  a  bishop :  he  privately  told  him, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  Pope  was  antichrist,  but  advised  him  by 
no  means  to  avow  any  sentiment  of  the  kind,  as  it  would  be  at  the 
peril  of  his  life,  Tyndale,  however,  soon  proved  himself  incapable 
of  concealment;  for  being  in  company  with  a  popish  divine,,  he 
argued  so  conclusively  in  favour  of  a  vernacular  translation  of  the 
Bible,  that  the  divine,  unable  to  answer  him,  exclaimed,  “  We 
had  better  be  without  God’s  laws  than  the  Pope's.”  This  fired 
the  spirit  of  Tyndale ;  and,  with  holy  indignation,  he  replied  : 
“  1  defy  the  Pope  and  all  his  laws  ;  and,  if  God  give  me  life,  ere 
many  years  the  plougliboys  shall  know  more  of  the  Scriptures 
than  you  do a  pledge  which  he  amply  redeemed  by  not  only 
publishing  the  New  Testament  in  English,  adapted  to  the  most 
refined  society,  but  also  in  tbe  orthography  of  the  country  people 
and  plougliboys. 

He  now  became  so  ”  turmoiled”  in  the  country,  that  he  could 
no  longer  dwell  there  without  imminent  danger  both  to  himselfimd 
to  his  worthy  friends  :  in  consequence  of  this,  he  left  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  and  preached  frequently  at  Bristol,  in  London,  and  other 
places,  to  crowded  congregations.  He  still  continued  his  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Romish  church,  endeavouring  in  his  sermons  to 
win  souls  to  Christ,  while  he  avoided  persecution  by  refraining  from 
hard  names,  and  from  the  pointed  introduction  of  controversial  to¬ 
pics.  In  this  policy  a  naturally  amiable  temper  must  have  greatly 
assisted  him.  His  position  was  one  of  peculiar  difficulty  and 
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danger,  and  it  required  great  talent  to  guide  his  course.  Skil¬ 
fully  upholding  the  ark,  he  did  not  attempt  to  pull  down  the 
Dagon  of  his  day ;  but  error  fell  before  truth,  as  Dagon  fell  before 
the  ark  of  the  Israelites  at  Ashdod. 

A  circumstance  which  took  place  at  this  time,  shows  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Tyndale  to  have  been  that  of  a  man  without  guile,  who 
j  udged  of  others  by  the  measure  of  his  own  goodness.  Erasmus 
had  courteously  commended  Tonstall,  then  Bishop  of  London,  ns 
a  patron  of  learning ;  and  Tyndale  was  led  to  hope  that  a  chap¬ 
laincy  in  his  house  would  enable  him,  without  molestation,  to 
proceed  in  his  great  work  of  translating  the  Bible  into  English. 
He  obtained  from  Sir  John  Welch  an  introduction  to  Sir  H. 
Guildford,  who  recommended  him  to  the  Bishop.  To  secure 
his  object,  he  translated  one  of  Isocrates*  Orations;  and  with 
this  proof  of  his  attainments  in  the  Greek  language,  he  waited 
upon  Tonstall,  hoping  that  his  talent  alone  would  secure  for  him 
a  service  in  the.  bishop's  house ;  but,  as  Fox  quaintly  says,  “  GchI 
gave  him  to  find  little  favour  in  his  sight/’  Thus  disappointed, 
he  found  a  comfortable  asylum  in  the  house  of  a  pious  and 
benevolent  alderman,  Humphrey  Monmouth,  and  lived  with  him 
about  six  months  of  the  year  1523. 

This  worthy  citizen  was,  a  few  years  alter,  sent  to  the  Tower 
on  suspicion  of  heresy ;  the  principal  crime  laid  to  his  charge 
being,  his  having  aided  Tyndale.  The  original  articles,  and  Mon¬ 
mouth’s  memorial  to  the  lord  legate  and  the  privy  council, 
witnessed  by  Bishop  Tonstall,  are  in  the  Harlcian  Collection  of 
State  Papers.*  It  was  with  some  painful  apprehension  that  I 
read  these  documents.  A  wealthy  merchant  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  committed  to  such  a  prison,  on  so  dangerous  a  charge,  with 
all  the  terrors  of  confiscation,  torture,  and  death  before  him, 
unless  he  pleased  the  enemies  of  Tyndale!  How  great  a  temp¬ 
tation  to  publish  any  slander  or  calumny,  however  unfounded, 
against  a  poor  friar  at  that  time  in  exile !  But  Ins  character  was 
without  %  blemish,  and  Monmouth,  imbued  with  honourable  prin- 


*  Thwe  papers  tire  not  dated:  Strype  ascribe*  them  to  l-VSS. 
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ciplcs,  at  every  risk  testified  the  truth.  He  thus  narrates  with 
candour  all  his  knowledge  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  his 
guest : — “  Upon  iiij  yeres  and  a  half  past,  and  more,  1  herde  the 
forsaid  Sir  William  preache  ij  or  iij  sermondes,  at  St.  Dunstones 
in  the  weste,  in  London,  and  after  that  1  chaunced  to  meet  with 
him,  and  with  commnnycation  1  examyned  him  what  lyvinge  he 
had,  he  said,  none  at  all,  but  he  trusted  to  be  with  my  lord  of 
London  in  his  service,  and  therfore  1  had  the  better  fantasye  to 
him.  And  afterwarde  he  wente  to  my  lorde  and  spake  to  him,  as 
lie  toldc  me,  and  mv  lorde  of  London  answered  him  that  he  had 

*  V 

ehaplaines  iiiouglie,  and  he  said  to  him  that  he  would  have  no 
more  at  that  time,  and  so  the  priest  came  to  me  againe,  and 
besought  me  to  hclpe  him,  and  so  I  toke  hint  in  my  house  half  a 
year,  and  there  he  lived  like  a  good  priest  as  me  thought,  lie 
st 1 1 rived  moste  parte  of  the  daie  and  of  the  nyglit  at  his  booke, 
and  he  woulde  eat.  but  sodden  mcate  by  his  good  will,  nor  drinke 
but  small  single  beer ;  I  never  saw  him  were  lynen  about  him  in 
the  space  he  was  with  me ;  I  did  promys  him  ten  pounds  sterling 
to  praie  for  my  father,  mother,  there  sowles,*  and  all  christen 
sowles.  I  did  paie  yt  him  when  he  made  his  exchang  to  Ham- 
boro*.  When  I  hard  my  lord  of  London  preache  at  Powles 
Crosse  that  Sir  William  Tyndall  had  translated  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  in  Englishe,  and  was  noughtely  translated,  that  was  the 
first  tyme  that  ever  I  suspected  or  knewe  any  evill  by  him,  and 
shortly  all  the  letters  and  treatyes  that  he  sent  me  with  dyuers 
copies  of  bookes  that  my  servant  did  write,  and  the  sermondes 
that  the  priest  did  make  at  St.  Dunstanes,  1  did  burne  them  in 
my  hoivse,  he  that  did  write  them  did  see  it.  I  did  borne  them 
for  feare  of  the  translator  more  than  for  any  yli  that  I  knewe 
by  them.’*  The  worthy  citizen  soon  obtained  his  liberty,  was 

•  Light  broke  in  gradually  upon  hi*  mind,  like  the  man  who,  having  been  bom 
blind,  suddenly  received  hie  sight,  and  said, 44 1  see  men  as  trees,  walking/'  After  he 
left  England,  lie  defended  the  real  presence  against  Barnes,  but  very  soon  gave  up  that 
extraordinary  delusion.  In  reply  to  Mote,  he  professes  an  historic  faith  in  the 
perpetual  virginity  of  our  Lord's  mother.  It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  progress  of  his 
powerful  mind  in  throwing  off  the  errors  which  lie  had  imbibed  in  his  education.— See 
Confutation  of  Tyndale,  fol.  249  and  260. 
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knighted,  and  in  1535  served  his  shrievalty.  He  died  in  1537, 
and  was  buried  at  Alhallows  church,  near  the  Tower.  He  was 
a  great  ornament  to  the  city,  of  good  wealth,  and  great  charity ; 
he  contributed  largely  to  the  printing  of  the  New  Testament 
and  other  pious  books  against  the  errors  of  Rome.  By  his  will, 
he  appointed  Latimer,  Barnes,  and  two  other  gospellers  to  preach 
thirty  sermons  at  his  parish  church,  wliich  he  thought  would  do 
more  good  than  so  many  masses  said  for  tire  repose  of  his  soul ; 
and  he  forbade  the  ordinary  superstitions  of  candles  and  singing 
dirige,  and  ringing  of  bells  at  his  funeral.4 


Strype’e  Stow,  Yol.  1.  p.  37i>, 
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CHAPTER  III. 

**  Toaa’d  in  the  ship  of  Providence,  he  sail’d 
From  place  to  place*  his  courage  never  laird. 

The  strength  of  his  afflictions,  added  strength 

Unto  his  soul/’  Quarles, 

iiOKS  INTO  VOLUNTARY  EXILE - CONFERS  WITH  LUTHER,  AND  PRINTS 

THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  IN  ENGLISH  —  SINGULAR  MISTAKE  OF  DR* 
TOWNLRY — DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TWO  EDITIONS. 

Satisfied  that  there  was  no  convenient  place  in  all  England 
in  which  he  could  mature  his  labours,  by  publishing  a  translation 
of  the  Scriptures,  Tyndale,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1523, 
became  a  voluntary  exile,  never  to  return  to  his  native  country. 

Aided  by  the  donation  of  ten  pounds  from  the  benevolent 
alderman,  he  quitted  his  hospitable  mansion,  and  sailed  for  Ham¬ 
burgh,  whence  he  proceeded  to  Saxony,  to  confer  with  his 
contemporaries,  the  immortal  Reformers ;  and  there  he  completed 
the  first  and  most  important  portion  of  his  work.  Luther,  who 
had  just  finished  his  German  version  of  the  New  Testament, 
not  only  encouraged  the  pious  refugee  to  proceed  with  a  similar 
publication  in  English,  but  probably  rendered  very  material  as¬ 
sistance  towards  the  expenses  of  so  hazardous  an  undertaking. 
Two  more  illustrious  men  never  met ;  raised  by  Providence  for 
one  object,  the  diffusion  of  scriptural  light.  Alike  in  great 
literary  attainments  and  devoted  piety,  they  differed  widely  in 
temperament  and  in  their  circumstances.  We  find  the  one 
patronized  by  princes,  the  other  a  poverty-stricken  exile.  The 
great  Saxon,  impetuous  and  bold,  was  still  tinctured  with  super¬ 
stition  :  the  illustrious  Englishman,  not  less  determined,  but 
amiable  and  humble,  possessed  a  strength  of  mind  enabling 
him  to  throw  off  trammels  which  embarrassed  many  of  the 
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Reformers.  He  took  for  his  motto,  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  “  The  servant 
of  the  Lord  must  not  stryve,  but  be  peaceable  vnto  all  men, 
and  ready  to  teach,  and  one  that  can  suffer  the  evei  with  meke- 
nesse,”  *  The  heroic  efforts  of  Luther,  and  of  the  princes  who 
supported  him,  spread  scriptural  light  in  Germany.  The  mild 
and  unassuming,  but  pious  and  determined  efforts  of  Tyndale, 
and  a  few  persecuted  martyrs,  gloriously  illuminated  the  British 
empire ;  and  the  great  exertions  of  his  countrymen  in  later  ages 
have  extended  that  heavenly  light  to  millions  of  every  tongue, 
and  nation,  and  people. 

It  was  at  Wyttemburg,  that  with  intense  application  and  labour 
Tyndale  completed  his  translation  of  the  New  Testament.  In 
this  he  was  assisted  by  his  pious  friend,  the  eminently  learned 
John  Frith,  who,  with  William  Roy,  acted  as  his  amanuenses. 
The  printing  of  this  important  work  was  attended  with  diffi¬ 
culty.  One  edition,  probably  of  three  thousand,  was  prepared 
for  general  circulation :  tin's  -was  quickly  followed  by  a  more 
elegant  edition  in  4to.  with  glosses,  commenced  at  Cologne  in 
1526,  and  finished  at  Worms  or  Wyttemburg.  The  type,  cuts, 
and  ornaments  of  both  these  books,  are  those  used  by  the  Ger¬ 
man  printers  on  the  Rhine.  The  popular  error  which  ascribes 
either  of  them  to  the  Antwerp  press,  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as 
no  similar  type  was  used  there ;  nor  did  Tyndale  visit  that  city 

r 

until  the  year  1530.  In  addition  to  these  circumstances,  we 
have  the  positive  evidence  of  Brovius,+  as  to  the  one  being 
printed  at  Wittemburg,  in  1525;  and  that  of  Cochfeeus,  who 
interrupted  the  printing  of  the  4to.  with  glosses,  at  Cologne,  in 
1526.  The  order  in  which  these  two  editions  were  published, 
is  clearly  shown  by  Tyndale  himself.  I  n  the  epistle  at  the  end  of 
this  volume,  he  says,  “  That  the  rudnes  of  the  worke,  nowc  at. 
the  vyrst  tyme,  offende  them  not.”  No  such  expression  or 
idea  is  conveyed  in  the  prologue  to  the  4to.  with  the  glosses ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  says :  If  “  After  hit  had  pleasyd  God  to 
put  in  my  mynde,  and  also  to  geve  me  grace  to  translate  this 
forerehearced  newe  testament  into  oure  englysshe  tonge,  howe- 

*  Preface  to  The  Wicked  Mammon. 

+  Bp,  Rennet’s  MBS.  in  the  British  Museum. 
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soever  we  haue  done  it,  I  supposed  yt  very  necessary  to  put  you 
in  remcmbraunce  of  certayne  poyntes,”  &c. 

P rom  lb  is  it  appears  that  he  first  published  the  text,  and  then 
proceeded  to  republish  it  with  a  prologue  and  notes.  This  agrees 
exactly  with  the  words  of  Sir  Thomas  More,*  when,  charging 
Tyndale  with  mistranslating  certain  terms,  he  says :  “  But 

surely  the  worde  congregacyion,  wyth  the  circunstaunces  in  the 
trxto:  wolde  not  haue  scrucd  when  he  translated  yt  fyrstet  to 
make  the  englyshe  reader  to  take  it  for  the  chyrch,  no  more 
then  idolys  for  ymages;  But  roary  he  hath  added  vnto  his  trans • 
l  a  tit m  such  circumstaunces  synnys , — But  all  his  glose  is  therin, 
that  he  wyti  save  he  taketh  them  for  none  heresyes.” 

George  Jovfc,  in  his  controversy  with  Tyndalein  1535,  refers  to 
tiiis  octavo  as  the first  edition.  Joye  having  altered  some  important 
words  in  the  text,  and  published  an  edition  of  the  New  Testament, 
ns  Tyitdale’s  correction,  without  his  knowledge,  he  thus  endea¬ 
voured  to  defend  himself:  **  Wherfore  according  to  his  owne  desier 
in  the  ende  of  hys  first  new  testament ,  deByering  all  that  be  able 
to  mende  that  as  was  amysse  in  it,  and  to  geuc  the  wordis  (where 
he  did  it  not  himself)  their  right  significacious :  for  he  confesseth 
eucn  there  that  hys  first  translacion  was  a  thinge  borne  before  the 
fyuiH,  rude  and  imperfit,  rather  begun  then  fynlshed,  not  yet  hau- 

iug  her  right  shape.  nf 

With  regard  to  the  time  when  these  volumes  were  published, 
Slrype  has  recorded,  from  a  private  paper  left  by  John  Fox,  that 
one  John  Pykas,  when  in  trouble  for  alleged  heresy,  deposed, 
March  7,  1527,  that,  about  two  years  previously,  he  bought  in 
Colchester,  of  a  Lombard  merchant,!  the  New  Testament  in 
English  for  four  shillings :  he  does  not  say  that  it  was  printed ; 
hut,  supposing  it  to  be  one  of  the  first  importation  of  printed 
Testaments,  when  manuscript  copies  were  selling  for  very  con¬ 
siderable  sums,  and  the  sale  was  attended  with  great  risk,  it  may 
account  for  the  charge  of  four  shillings  for  so  small  a  volume. 

•  Confutation  of  Tyndale,  p.  1 IX 

t  George  Joy tu  Apologie,  small  8ro.  1536,  sig.  IB#  ltt(*  And  the  Epistle  at  the  end 
of  this  volume. 

\  Any  merchant  trading  to  foreign  parts, 

r  ci 
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In  the  preface  to  the  Wicked  Mammon,  published  in  May, 
1528,  Tyndale  states,  that  the  New  Testament  was  completed 

two  years  previously;  thus  confirming  the  account  given  by 
Cochlaeus,  one  of  the  most  active  enemies  of  the  Reformation. 
In  his  Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Luther,  lie  thus 
narrates  the  routing  of  the  two  pious  aliens,  Tyndale  and  Frith. 
Roy  had  quitted  them,  and  gone  to  Strasburg. 

ANNO  DOMINI  M.D.XXVI. 

“  Two  English  heretics,  who  had  formerly  been  at  Wittcm- 
burg,  not  only  sought  to  convert  the  merchants  who  had  secretly 
maintained  them  during  exile,  but  even  hoped  that  the  whole  of 
the  English  nation,  without  consulting  the  king’s  feelings,  would 
in  a  short  time  become  Lutherans,  by  means  of  Luther’s  New 
Testament,  which  they  had  translated  into  the  English  lan¬ 
guage.  They  had  come  to  Cologne,  that  they  might  forward 
many  thousand  printed  copies  of  the  Testament  thus  translated, 
secreted  under  other  goods,  into  England.  Such  was  then- 
confidence  in  the  success  of  this  attempt,  that  at  their  first  inter¬ 
view  they  ordered  the  printers  to  put  six  thousand  copies  to 
press;  but  fearing  that  a  great  loss  would  be  sustained  if  the 
enterprise  failed,  they  agreed  to  print  only  three  thousand,  it 
being  easy,  if  they  sold  well,  to  print  another  edition.  Pomera- 
nus  had  already  sent  letters  to  the  saints  among  the  English,  and 
Luther  himself  had  written  to  the  king.  When  he  supposed 
that  the  New  Testament  would  soon  appear,  such  was  his  de¬ 
light,  that  he  inflated  his  followers  with  vain  expectations,  and 
they  became  intoxicated  with  joy,  and  revealed  the  secret  before 
due  time  with  their  useless  boasting.”  The  narrative  goes  on  to 
state,  that  Cochlaeus,  having  prepared  an  edition  of  Rupert's 
Commentary  on  Matthew,  went  to  Cologne  to  superintend  the 
printing  of  it,  and  happening  to  employ  the  same  printers,  he 
heard  such  whispers  as  led  this  divine  to  ply  some  of  the  work¬ 
men  with  drink,  and  while  intoxicated,  lie  drew  from  them  their 
master’s  secret.  His  narrative  thus  continues — “  Here  having 
become  better  acquainted  with  the  printers,  he  hears  them  occa¬ 
sionally  ejaculate  over  the  glass  with  confidence — let  the  Eng- 
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lish  king  and  cardinal  be  willing  or  not,  all  England  shall  in  a 
short  space  of  time  become  Lutherans.  He  heard  also  that  two 
Englishmen  there,  learned,  eloquent,  and  skilled  in  lan¬ 
guages,  made  it  a  matter  of  exultation,  but  he  never  found  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  or  speaking  to  them.  Having  invited 
some  of  the  printers  to  his  house,  when  they  had  become  heated 
with  wine,  one  of  them  in  private  conversation  revealed  to  him 
the  secret,  how  England  was  to  !>c  brought  to  Luther’s  side; 
namely,  that  three  thousand  copies  of  Luther’s  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  translated  into  English,  were  printing,  and  that  they 
hud  alreadv  advanced  as  far  as  signature  K,  in  fours.  That  the 

*  V  ? 

cost  would  be  abundantly  supplied  by  the  English  merchants, 
who  would  secretly  convey  the  work,  when  finished,  throughout 
all  England,  and  extensively  distribute  it  before  the  king  or 
the  cardinal  (VVolsey)  could  know  of  or  prevent  it.  Cochlaeus, 
agitated  with  tear  and  wonder,  outwardly  dissembled  his  sad¬ 
ness,  but  soon  revolving  sorrowfully  in  his  mind  the  extent  of 
the  danger,  he  devised  means  to  paralyze  this  effort.  lie  went 
privately  to  Herman  Rinck,  Bart.,  a  counsellor  and  senator  of 
Cologne,  who  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  emperor  and 
with  the  king  of  England,  and  opened  to  him  the  whole  affair, 
as  (thanks  to  the  wine)  he  had  discovered  it.  The  baronet,  to 

satisfy  himself  that  the  information  was  correct,  sent  a  man  to 

%  * 

search  the  house  where  the  work  was  carried  on ;  the  printer 
acknowledged  that  it  was  in  hand,  and  that  a  quantity  of  paper 
was  purchased  for  it.  Upon  this  he  went  to  the  senate,  and 
obtained  an  injunction,  forbidding  the  printer  to  proceed.  The 
two  English  heretics  taking  with  them  the  printed  sheets,  escaped 
and  sailed  up  the  Rhine  to  Worms,  where  the  people  were  immo¬ 
derately  in  favour  of  Luther,  that  they  might  there  finish  their 
undertaking.  Rinck  and  Cochlaeus  admonished  the  king,  the  car¬ 
dinal,  and  the  bishop  about  these  proceedings,  that  all  diligence 
might  fie  used  lo  stop  this  pernicious  merchandize  from  entering 
anv  of  the  English  ports.  It  is  reported  that  Lord  C.  Tunstall, 
a  most  learned  man,  at.  that  time  bishop  of  London  but  now  of 
Durham,  when  he  had  obtained  one  of  these  copies,  declared  to 
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a  great  assembly  in  London  that  lie  had  found  upwards  of  two 
thousand  errors  and  corruptions  in  that  book.” 

This  narrative  bears  every  mark  of  authenticity,  written  bv 
an  eye-witness  of  repute,  who  published  it  to  the  world  in  1549, 
at  which  time  his  accuracy  was  not  questioned.  Yet,  as  that 
ingenious  antiquary,  Mr.  Lewis,*  had  treated  it  lightly,  I  visited 
Cologne,  in  1830,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  bow  far  it  was  cor¬ 
rect.  The  city  secretary,  Mr.  Vaux,  aided  by  Dr.  Ernst  Wey¬ 
den,  most  readily  and  kindly  searched  the  Archives,  and  found 
that.  Herman  Rinck  was  a  senator  in  1526,  and  exactly  such  a 

*  V 

man  as  he  is  represented  to  be  by  Cochlaeus.  These  gentlemen 
pointed  out  the  printer's  house  in  which  this  occurrence  took 
place,  and  expressed  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  statement 
which  I  have  extracted  from  the  Life  of  Luther. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  printers  supposed  that  this 
English  New  Testament  was  translated  from  Luther,  which  has 
probably  given  rise  to  the  supposition  that  Ty  ml  ale's  version  was 
not  made  from  the  Greek.  Lutheran  was  then  a  general  term 
of  reproach.  The  zeal  of  the  monks  to  keep  the  people  in 
ignorance,  led  them  to  assert,  that  these  heretical  Lutherans  had 
invented  two  new  languages,  which  they  called  Hebrew  aud 
Greek f — that  all  who  studied  Hebrew  became  Jews — that  the 
New  Testament  was  a  modem  invention  bv  Luther;  so  that 

S' 

every  translation,  however  faithfully  rendered  from  the  Greek, 
was  called  Luther’s  New  Testament.  Tyndale  would  have 
found  it  impracticable  to  translate  from  the  German,  but  ex¬ 
ceedingly  easy  to  render  it  from  the  Greek,  with  which  lie  had 
been  familiar  from  his  youth.  A  careful  anti  minute  compari¬ 
son  of  the  text  with  the  Greek,  the  vulgatc  Latin,  and  Lu ther’s 
German,  will  fully  prove  that  it  is  translated  faithfully  from  the 
Greek,  although  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  availed  himself, 

*  Hist  of  the  English  Bibles,  8vo.,  1739,  p.  7$, 

+  Sir  Thoa.  More  relates  a  curious  instance  of  the  ignorance  of  a  learned  monk 
**  A  lerned  priesfce  thorow  out  all  y*  gospels  scraped  out  diaboit is  and  wrote 
Cru/ws,  bycause  he  thought  the  deuyls  name  was  not  mete  to  stande  in  so  good  a 
place.*’  If  this  learned  monk  understood  T<atin,  how  would  he*  after  such  an  alter¬ 
ation,  read  Matt  xiii.  39,  or  1  John  iiu  81— Confutation,  p.  12ti. 
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in  revising  hia  labours,  of  every  aid  within  liis  reach.  He  might  also 
have  been  assisted  by  conferring  with  the  German  Reformers  on 
difficult  passages,  as  any  wise  man  would  have  done  under  similar 
circumstances ;  but  he  never  deviated  from  his  conscientious  idea 
of  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  text,  to  please  any  man  or  party.* 
It  is  more  my  province  to  exhibit  a  faithful  narrative,  drawn  from 

authentic  sources,  than  to  notice  the  errors  which  have  been  made 

♦ 

by  others  relative  to  this  book ;  but  the  very  singular  mistake  of 
Dr.  Townley  cannot  be  passed  by.  The  Dr.  has  printed  in  a 
large  black  letter,  what  he  calls  a  specimen  of  Tyndale’s  first 
translation,  with  the  gloss.  At  the  sale  of  his  library,  the  volume 
from  which  the  extract  was  made,  came  into  my  possession.  It 
proved  to  be  Cbverdale’s ;  a  totally  distinct  translation  from  that  of 
Tyndale,  an  e.dition  hitherto  unknown,  and  which  prolrably  pre¬ 
ceded  liis  Bible  in  1535.  In  addition  to  this  strange  blunder, 
there  arc  twenty-nine  errors  in  printing  a  short  quotation.f 

Many  pirated  editions  of  this  hook  were  printed  by  the  Dutch¬ 
men.  and  particularly  at  Antwerp :  the  object  being  profit  only, 
they  were  negligently  printed,  without  Tyndale’s  knowledge,  and 
were  exceedingly  incorrect.  The  most  correct  of  the  surrepti¬ 
tious  editions  was  edited  by  an  exile,  G.  Joy ;  but  be,  without 
acknowledgment,  made  some  important  alterations  in  the  text,  for 
which  he  afterwards  apologized.  This  edition  was  printed  by  the 
widow  of  Christopher  of  Endhoven,  in  Antwerp :  her  husband  had 
perished  in  Kngland  during  his  imprisonment  for  selling  a  pirated 
edition,  in  1531.  Three  years  previously  to  this,  John  Raymond, 
a  Dutchman,  severely  suffered,  for  causing  1500  of  Tyndale’s 
New  Testament  to  be  printed  at  Antwerp,  and  for  bringing 
500  into  England.  The  price  at  which  they  were  usually  sold, 
was  thirteen  pence  for  the  small  editions,  and  half-a-crown  with 

the  glosses;  a  considerable  sum  in  those  days. 

The  first  of  Tyndalc’s  editions  is  a  small  8vo.  handsomely 
printed :  it.  consists  of  336  leaves,  of  which  333  contain  the  text, 
the  remaining  three  being  occupied  by  the  epistle  to  the  reader 

•  Frith  on  the  Sacrament,  #vo.  1548,  f.  20. 

+  illustrations  of  Bib.  Lit.  Yol.  H.  p.  377. 
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and  the  errata.  Of  this  book  only  two  copies  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  :  one,  wanting  forty-eight  leaves,  13  iu  the  Cathedral 
Library  of  St.  Paul’s ;  the  other,  from  which  the  present  edition 
is  printed,  adorns  the  Baptist  Library  at  Bristol.  This  rare  and 
precious  volume  is  in  the  most  beautiful  preservation,  the  cuts 
emblazoned,  and  every  leaf  ornamented,  as  if  intended  for  presen¬ 
tation  to  some  royal  or  noble  personage:  the  title,  if  it  ever  had 
one,  is  lost.  The  type  is  a  neat  German  character,  similar  to  that 
of  Hans  Luft,  who, -at  Wyttenburg,  and  at  ftlarpurg,  printed  nearly 
oil  Tyndale’s  works.  This  literary  gem  was  first  discovered  by 
John  Murray,  one  of  Lord  Oxford’s  collectors.  His  Lordship 
generously  rewarded  him  with  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  for  his 
life,  and  gave  him  one  year’s  money  in  advance.  On  the  decease 
of  Lord  Oxford  in  1741,  while  the  annuity  was  still  paying,  the 
library  was  bought  by  Mr,  Osborne,  who,  not  knowing  the  rarity 
and  value  of  so  precious  a  volume,  sold  the  treasure  for  fifteen 
shillings  to  the  celebrated  collector,  Mr.  Ames.  On  his  death  in 
1760,  it  was  bought  by  John  Whyte  for  fourteen  guineas  and  a 
half:  he,  after  keeping  it  exactly  sixteen  yearn,  sold  it  to  Dr.  Gif¬ 
ford  for  twenty  guineas.  In  1784,  tilts  volume,  together  with  the. 
finest  collection  of  early  £nglish  bibles  in  the  kingdom,  was  left 
by  Dr.  Gifford,  then  one  of  the  librarians  at  the  British  Museum, 
to  the  Baptist  College  at  Bristol,  where  it  has  been  most  care¬ 
fully  preserved.  Through  llie  public  feeling  and  liberality  of  the 
principal  of  the  college,  permission  was  cheerfully  given  to  print 
from  it  the  present  edition,  which  is  a  literal  copy  of'  the  original, 
with  fac-similes  of  the  wood-cuts  and  ornaments. 

The  edition  with  glosses  was  an  elegant  small  4 to.  with  hand¬ 
some  cuts.  The  portion  which  has  been  discovered  was  printed  at 
Cologne;  but  probably  the  volume  was  completed  at  Worms. 
A  fragment,  containing  the  prologue  and  the  gospel  of  Matthew 
to  the  twenty-second  chapter,  is  in  the  possession  of  that 
intelligent  bookseller,  Mr.  Thomas  Rodd,  who  has  long  pro¬ 
mised  to  publish  it,  accompanied  with  much  curious  informa¬ 
tion.  The  prologue,  on  seven  leaves,  has  been,  with  great 
alterations,  both  of  omission  and  addition,  several  times  re-pub- 
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limbed  uuder  the  title  of  A  Pathway  into  the  Scriptures,  by  Tyn- 
<  lale.  It  is  to  l  >e  regretted  that  an  admirable  tract,  much  deformed 
;.nd  mutilated,  was  thus  published  under  his  name.  There  are  a 
Jew  alterations  in  the  text  from  that  of  the  8vo.  Tire  references 

The  reader  may  judge  of  the 
whole  from  the  following  specimens. 

Salt.  Malt.  5.  When  the  preachers  ceaste  to  preache 
goddes  wordc,  then  mustc  they  nedcs  be  oppressed  and  trod 
voder  fote  with  mannes  tradicions.  Matt.  6.  Rewarde  them 


glosses  are  in  the  margin 


openly,  ye  shall  not  tliynke,  that  oure 
of  god  as  a  labourar  deserueth  liys  hyre 


dedes 


good  thynges 


come  of  the  hounteousnes,  liberalite,  mercy,  promyses  and 
trewth  of  god  hi  the  deseruinge  of  Christes  bloud  only,  &c. 
~Syngle.  The  eye  is  single  when  a  man  in  all  his  dedes  loketh 
butt  on  the  wil  of  god,  and  loketh  nott  for  laude,  honour  or  eni 
other  rewarde  in  this  wo  ride.  Notlier  ascrybeth  heveu  or  a  liyer 
roume  in  heven  vnto  his  dedes :  but  accepteth  heven  as  a  thing 
purchased  hi  the  bloud  of  Christe,  and  worketh  frely  for  loves 
sake  only.** 

The  following  table  shows  all  the  alterations  or  improvements 
in  the  text  of  the  4to.  edition. 


1525.  8vo. 
prepare  the  lortles  way, 
Keholde  the  londc  uf  Zabulon 
it  ligliteth  ail  them  which 
the  lawc,  or  the  prophets 
nor  mothes  corupte. 
he  shall  lene  the  oue, 
with  the  same 

hut  the  sinners  to  repcntaunce 
shalhe  tackcn  uwayc  from  them, 
the  luml« 

power  over  all  vn clone 
;hat  the  kyngdoine 
nor  hrassc, 
tilt  ye  ifoo  them*. 

Ife  that  hath  cares  to  heare, 
let  him  here. 


MATTHEW.  1526.  4tO. 


prepaire  ye  the  lordcs  waye, 
the  londe  of  zabulon 
it  lightetb  all  those  which 
the  lawc  other  the  prophettes  *. 
nor  yet  tnolbthes  corrupte : 
he  shall  lene  to  the  one 

f 

with  that  same 

but  synners  to  repentaance 

shall  be  taken  from  them. 

j  that  ionde 


power  agaynst  vnclene 
howc  the  kyngdom 
nether  brasse 
tyll  yc  go  from  thence, 
lie  that  hatha  earea  to  hear* 
wliith  all,  let  him  hcare. 
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1525.  9to.  MATTHEW.  1526.  4 to. 


cites,  in  which  most  j  Ch. 

in  tiyre  and  sidon  the;  had  — 

1 

and  asshes  j  — 

and  lie  stretched  it  forthe  !  — 

and  bringeth  forth,  — 

wliich  Bowetli  them,  — 

r  *  i 

which  when  it  is  full,  j  — 

and  the  blinde  to  se.  and  they  !  — 

»  J 

gloryfyed 

in  the  morninge  — 

r 

which  be  made  of  men.  — 

y  shall  be  baptysed  with :  j  — 

is  not  myne  to  geve :  — 

and  stoned  another.  — 


11  the  cites,  in  the  whiche  naoostc 

—  in  tyre  and  in  sydon :  they  wolde 

have 

—  :  anil  in  asshes 

12  and  he  strc&ched  forthe, 

13  and  brvnge  forth, 

— *  which  soweth.  it 

—  the  which  when  it  is  full, 

15  the  blynde  to  se,  and  gloryfyed 

16  ;  and  in  the  morninge 

19  ;  which  be  made  chaste  of  men. 

20  !  1  shalbc  baptysed  with  nil 

—  j  ys  not  myne  to  geve  you : 

21  '  stoned  another. 


©Sflluun  Cgnfcalt. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


14  Enemy  $8  I  shall  haue,  many  a  shore  n  crowne 
With  forked  cappca  and  gaye  croosya  of  golde 
Which  to  maynteyne  ther  ambidons  renow ae 
Are  glad  laye  people  in  ignorance  to  holde 
Vet  to  she  we  the  verite,  one  maye  be  toide 
All  though  it  be  a  provexbe  daylye  spoken 
Who  that  telly th  trouth,  his  head  shnlbc  broken/’ 

Ty*  DALE'S  GLOB  TBBATY8R. 


VIOLENT  OPPOSITION  TO  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  IN  BNG LAND— SEVERE 
PERSECUTION  OF  THOSE  IN  WHOSE  POSSESSION  IT  WAS  FOUND — 
PUBLICLY  BURNT  AT  PAUL'S  CROSS, 

No  sooner  was  this  volume  published,  than  the  most  extraordinary 

efforts  were  made  to  exterminate  it.  The  contemporary  opinions 

*■ 

expressed  as  to  the  merits  of  the  translation,  and  the  narrative 
of  the  attempts  to  destroy  it,  are  intimately  blended  together. 
The  public  will  now  have  an  opportunity,  for  the  first  time,  of 
lo  rating  a  dispassionate  judgment  as  to  the  reasons  assigned  by 
those  nobles  and  prelates  who  sought  to  destroy  it;  and  of 
weighing  them  with  those  of  more  modern  prelates,  highly  dis¬ 
tinguished  for  learning  and  piety,  who  counted  it  worthy  to  be 
the  basis  of  our  present  version :  a  translation  which  stands 
unrivalled,  and  has  proved  to  be  the  bread  of  life  to  myriads  now 
singing  the  anthems  of  heaven.  Immediately  on  the  circulation 
of  the  New  Testament,  the  English  prelates  were  actively  engaged 
in  attempts  to  extinguish  and  destroy  what  they  alleged  to  be  the 
light  and  seed  of  heresy.* 

•  The  vulgate  lulin  translation,  which  occupied  the  lime  of  Jerome  fifteen  years, 
wus  made  *4oimijUt  many  contradictions,  reproaches,  and  the  most  bitter  iuvecHvcs/’ 
of  that  sect  which  afterwards  adopted  and  preferred  it,  as  the  standard  of  faith,  U> 
the  M'riptaro*  in  the  original  languages.  — Sue  Geodes’  Prospectus,  p.  15, 
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On  the  23rd  of  October,  1526,*  Tonstall,  bishop  of  London, 
issued  an  injunction  or  prohibition  against  the  New  Testament  in 
English.  u  Wherefore  we,  understanding  by  the  report  of  divers 
credible  persons,  and  also  by  the  evident  appearance  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  that  many  children  of  iniquitie,  mayntayners  of  Luthers  sect, 
blinded  through  extreame  wickedness,  waudring  from  the  way  of 
truth  and  the  catholike  faytli,  craftily  have  translated  the  New 
Testament  into  our  English  tongue,  intermedling  therewith  many 
hereticall  articles  and  erroneous  opinions,  pernicious  and  offen¬ 
sive,  seducing  the  simple  people,  attempting  by  their  wicked  and 
perverse  interpretations  to  prophanate  the  maiestie  of  the  scrip¬ 
ture,  which  hitherto  have  remained  undefiled,  and  eraftilv  lo 

7  i1 

abuse  the  most  holy  word  of  God,  and  the  true  sense  of  the  same. 
Of  the  which  translation  there  are  many  books  imprinted,  some 
with  glosses,  and  some  without,  containing  in  the  English  tongue 
that  pestiferous  and  most  pernicious  poyson  dispersed  throughout 
all  ourdiocesse  of  London  in  great  number,  which  truely  without 
it  be  speedily  forsene,  without  doubt  will  contaminate  and  infect 
the  flocke  committed  unto  us  with  most  deadly  poison  and  heresie, 
to  the  grievous  perill  and  danger  of  the  soules  committed  to  our 
charge,  and  the  offence  of  God’s  diviue  maiestie.  Wherefore  we 
. . .  command  that  within  thirtie  days  . . .  under  pain  of  excommu¬ 
nication  and  incurring  the  suspicion  of  heresie,  they  do  bring  in 
and  really  deliver  unto  our  Vicar  generall  all  and  singular  such 
books  as  containe  the  translation  of  the  New  Testament  in  the 
English  tongue.” 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1527,  Sebastian  Harris,  curate  of 
Kensington,  was  proceeded  against  for  heresy,  he  having  the 
English  Testament  translated  by  William  Hochyn  (Tyndale), 
presbyter,  and  brother  Roy. 

Not  contented  with  calling  in  these  dreaded  volumes,  the 
bishop  attempted  a  wholesale  destruction  of  them  by  a  stratagem 
in  which  he  singularly  outwitted  himself.  Being  acquainted  with 
a  merchant  named  Paekington,  who  was  on  friendly  terms  with 
Tyndale,  he  employed  him  to  buy  all  the  copies  of  the  English 


*  Wilkins*  Concilia,  tom.  3,  t>.  700. 


Testament.  “  The  bishop  thinking  that  lie  had  God  by  the  too, 

when  in  dede  he  had  (as  after  he  thought)  the  devil  by  the  fiste, 
said,  gentle  maister  Packington,  do  your  diligence  and  get  them, 
and  with  at  my  hart  I  will  paye  for  them,  whatsoever  thei  cost 
you,  for  the  bakes  are  erronious  and  naughte,  and  I  entend  so  rely 
to  destroy  them  all,  and  to  burne  theim  at 


Panics  Crosse, 


Tvndale  sold  him  the  books,  saying,  I  shal  gett  moneye  of  hym 
for  these  bokes,  to  bryng  myself  out  of  debt,  and  the  whole  world 
shall  cry  out  upon  the  burning  of  Goddes  worde,  And  the  over¬ 
plus  of  the  money  that  shal  remain  to  me,  shal  make  me  more 
studious  to  correct  the  s&yd  New  Testament,  and  so  newly  to 
imprint  the  same.  And  so  forwarde  went  the  bargain,  the  byshop 
had  the  bokes,  Packyngton  the  thankes,  and  Tyndale  had  the 
money.  ’  ’  Afterwards,  more  New  Testaments  came  thick  and  three- 

Sir  Thomas  More  questioned  George  Con¬ 
stantine,  a  prisoner  for  heresy,  how  Tyndale  and  his  friends  were 
supported;  and  he  frankly  told  the  lord  chancellor,  “  It  is  the 
bishop  of  London  that  hath  holpen  vs,  for  he  hath  bestowed 


fold  into  England. 
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cmonge  vs  a  great  dealc  of  moneycin  Newe  Testainentes  to  burne 
theim,  and  that  hath  been  and  yet  is  our  onely  succour  and  com¬ 
fort.”*  The  destruction  of  these  books,  according  to  Lord  Her¬ 
bert  of  Cherbury,  was  on  the  4th  of  May,  1530  :  this  is  an  error, 
for  it  certainly  took  place  in  1528.f  Tyndale  seriously  asks, 
what  Tonstall  had  done  for  Christ’s  church,  that  he  was  made 
bishop  of  London  and  then  of  Durham.  “  Was  it  that  he  burnt 
the  Newe  Testament,  callinge  it  doctrinam  peregrinam,  strait ngc 
•  Iemyuge!!”t 

Necessity  drove  the  Reformers  to  a  secret  circulation  of  these 
silent  destroyers  of  popery :  notwithstanding  the  active  exertions 
of  More,  Wofeey,  and  Tonstall  to  prevent  it,  they  wore  exten¬ 
sively  distributed.  Richard  Herman,  a  merchant  of  the  staple  at 
Antwerp,  was  a  considerable  exporter  of  the  prohibited  books  to 
England,  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  his  fortune.  Dr.  Barnes  and  Mr. 
Fish  dispensed  them  in  London,  Mr.  Garret  at  Oxford,  and  pious 
reformers  in  every  part  of  the-kingdom :  all  this  was  done  in  con¬ 
fidence  seldom  betrayed. 

In  January,  1527,  the  Bishop  proceeded  into  Essex,  to  discover 
how  far  his  injunction  had  been  obeyed.  His  course  was  marked 
with  terror,  many  poor  prisoners  for  heresy  were  examined  before 
him.  John  Tyball  deposed,  that  he  first  saw  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  in  English  about  April,  1526,  and  at  Michaelmas  follow¬ 
ing  came  to  London,  and  bought  one  for  three  shillings  and  two- 
m  • 

pence  of  friar  Barons,  requesting  that  he  would  keep  it  close ; 
that  in  conversation  the  friar  made  a  twyte  of  the  manuscript 
copies,  and  said :  “A  point  for  them,  for  they  are  not  to  be  re¬ 
garded  toward  the  new  printed  Testament  in  English.”  John 
Necton  deposed,  that  vicar  Constantine,  in  November,  1526, 
directed  him  to  Mr.  Fish,  of  whom  he  bought  twenty  or  thirty 
copies  of  the  great  volume;  that  Constantine  had  fifteen  or  six¬ 
teen  of  the  biggest,  and  sold  five  or  six  to  persons  in  J^ondon ; 
and  that  about  Easter,  1527,  he  bought  of  G.  Usher,  servant  to 


*  Halt's  Chronicle,  xxi.  Henry  VII I. 

t  Sir  Thomas  More  attempts  to  justify  this  transaction  in  life  Dialogues,  which 
were  published  in  1529.  X  Practice  of  Prelates. 
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t  Ik*  parson  of  Honey-lane,  eighteen  New  Testaments  of  the  small 
volume;  arul  that  about  Christmas,  1527,  a  Dutchman,  who  in 
Easter  following  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  offered  him  300 
copies  for  16/.  5s. :  this  was  probably  John  Raimund. 

A  wfui  were  the  torments  inflicted  upon  those  who,  in  disobe¬ 
dience  to  the  proclamation,  dared  to  read  this  proscribed  book. 
An  aged  labourer,  father  Harding,  was  seen  reading  by  a  wood 
side,  while  his  more  fashionable  neighbours  were  gone  to  hear 
mass.  1 1 is  house  was  broken  open,  and  under  the  flooring  boards 
were  discovered  English  books  of  holy  scripture :  the  poor  old 
man  was  hurried  to  prison,  and  thence  to  the  stake,  where  lie 
was  brutally  t  rcated,  and  his  body  burnt  to  ashes. 

TI  ie  rigour  with  which  these  books  were  suppressed,  would  na¬ 
turally  excite  a  strung  desire  to  possess  them.  It  was  also  calcu¬ 
lated  to  awaken  an  intense  interest  in  examining  their  contents. 
Imminent  danger  attending  the  enjoyment  of  religious  observances 
has  a  tendency  to  exalt  the  mind  to  the  happiest  state  of  feeling 
which  those  privileges  are  capable  of  producing.  Such  must  have 
been  the  case  with  poor  old  Harding,  who  had  been  imprisoned 
some  years  before  on  the  charge  of  heresy,  and  knew  that  there 
was  no  mercy  extended  to  a  second  offence ;  yet  in  secret,  by  the 
wood  side,  with  the  Testament  in  his  hand,  he  took  repeated 
draughts  of  the  water  of  life;  or,  secluded  in  his  humble  cottage, 
lie  raised  the  floor,  found  the  precious  but  forbidden  book,  and 
richly  enjoyed  the  heavenly  food.  With  excited  feelings,  he  might 
imagine  that  the  voice  of  the  inspired  writer  was  peculiarly  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him,  “  Eat,  O  friend,  drink,  yea  drink  abundantly, 
()  beloved.”  The  most  powerful  or  learned  of  men  might  envy 
such  moments,  enjoyed  by  a  poor  old  persecuted  labourer. 

Many  were  fined,  imprisoned,  and  put  to  death  for  reading  the 
Newr  Testament.  Lawrence  Staple  was  persecuted  in  1531  for 
concealing  four  copies  in  his  sleeve,  and  giving  them  to  Bilney, 
who  was  burnt.  *  Staple  saved  his  life  by  abjuring.  The  sentence 
of  the  court  of  Star  Chamber  upon  John  Tyndale,  a  merchant  of 
London,  a  brother  of  the  martyr,  and  Thomas  Patmore,  a  mer¬ 
chant,  vvas  mikl  in  comparison  with  that  on  Harding.  It  was, 
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“  That  each  of  them  should  be  set  upon  n  horse,  and  iheir  facto 
to  the  horse's  tail,  and  to  have  papers  upon  their  heads,  and  upon 
their  gowns  or  cloaks  to  be  tacked  or  pinned  with  the  said  New 
Testaments  and  other  books,  and  at  the  standard  in  Chepc 
should  be  made  a  great  fire,  whereinto  every  of  them  should 
throw  their  said  books,  and  farther  to  abide  such  fines  to  be  paid 
to  the  king  as  should  be  assessed  upon  them."*  The  fine,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Fox,  was  to  a  ruinous  amount.  What  a  spectacle  to  the 
citizens, — two  of  their  wealthy  and  honourable  Lombard  merchants 
treated  with  indignities,  imprisonment  and  fine,  for  having  the 
New  Testament  in  their  possession !  In  mercy  the  progress  of 
the  reformation  was  slow ;  had  it  been  a  rapid  revolution ,  the  spirit 
of  retaliation  might  have  produced  most  awful  consequences. 

The  persecution  was  extended  by  the  influence  of  Wolscy  to 
Antwerp.  Richard  Herman,  a  merchant  and  citizen,  “  for  that 
he  dyd  bothe  with  his  gooddis  and  pollicie,  to  his  great  hurt  and 
hynderans  in  this  world,  helpe  to  the  settyng  forthe  of  the  Newv 
Testament  in  Englisshe,”  was  expelled  from  his  freedom  in  the 
company  of  British  merchants.  Queen  Boleyn  made  an  order 
for  his  restoration  under  her  hand  and  seal,  May  14,  1535.+ 

Hollinshcd,  the  historian,  with  great  simplicity  states  the  natural 
result  of  prohibition.  u  Diuers  persons  that  were  detected  to  vso 
reading  of  the  New  Testament,  set  forth  by  Tindale,  were  pu¬ 
nished  by  order  of  Sir  T.  More,  who  heldc  greatly  against  such 
bookes,  hut  still  the  number  of  them  dayly  encreased." 

The  burning  of  God’s  word  was  advocated  by  the  church  of 
Rome,  and  approved  by  one  of  her  ablest  defenders,  more  limn 
filly  years  after  it  was  perpetrated.  Dr.  Martin,  reader  of  divinity 
to  the  College  at  Douay,  says :  “  The  Catholicke  church  of  our 
countrie  did  not  il  to  forbid  and  bume  suche  bookes  which  were 
so  translated  by  Tyndal  and  the  like,  as  being  not  in  deede  God’s 
booke,  word,  or  scripture,  butthe  Diuels  word.”!  To  which  Fulk<* 
replied,  “  Neither  can  your  heathenish  and  barbarous  burning  of 

*  State  paper,  British  Museum.  t  Idem. 

X  Martin’s  Discoverie  of  the  Corruptions  of  Holy  Scripture,  p„  £>:  amt  Fuifc*  * 
Reply  to  Martin,  p.  143,  edit.  Svo.  1583. 
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the  holy  scripture  so  translated,  nor  your  blasphemie  in  calling  it 
the  Deuils  worde,  be  excused  for  any  fault  in  translation  which 
you  have  discouered  as  yet,  or  euer  shall  be  able  to  descrye.” 

Tymlale  frequently  adverts  to  the  burning  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  he  anticipated  with  pious  resignation  the  fiery  test  by 
which  his  faith  was  to  be  tried.  “  Some  man  wil  aske  parauen- 
tnre  why  I  take  the  laboure  to  make  this  worke,  in  so  moch  as 
they  will  brunne  it,  seinge  they  brunt  the  gospel.  I  answere  in 
brunningc  the  New  Testamente  they  did  none  other  tliinge  then  I 
joked  for,  no  more  shal  they  doo  if  the  brunne  me  also,  if  it  be 
Cods  will  it  shall  be  so.”  *  At  the  close  of  one  of  his  most  inte¬ 
resting  tracts,  he  says,  “  Whoso  fyndythe  or  redythe  this  lettre, 
put  it  fnrt.he.  in  cxamynacyon,  and  sufireit  not  to  be  hydde  or  de¬ 
stroyed,  but  multyplyed,  for  uo  man  knoweth  what  proffyt  may 
come  therof.  For  he  that  compiled  it,  purposyth  with  Goddes 
Uelpe  to  mayntayne  vnto  the  deathc,  yf  neade  be.  And  therfore 
all  Christen  men  and  women,  praye  that  the  worde  of  God  mayc 
Ik.1  vnbounde,  and  delyuered  from  tlie  power  of  Antichrist,  and 
re n ue  amongc  his  people.  Amen.”  f 

Great  zeal  was  manifested  to  decry  the  translation  as  heretical. 
Bishop  Tonstal!  declared  that  there  were  more  than  two  thousand 
heresies  in  it.  If  he  meant  that  there  were  more  than  two  thou¬ 
sand  texts  in  the  New  Testament  against  popery,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  controvert  his  assertion. 

The  prior  of  Newnham  Abbey,  in  1527,  wrote  to  die  bishop  of 
Lincoln,  relative  to  opinions  called  heretical,  held  by  George  Joyc, 
of  Peter  Coliegc,  Cambridge.  The  first  heresy  of  which  he  com¬ 
plained  was,  that  a  simple  preacher  might  be  the  means  of  a  sin¬ 
ner’s  conversion,  and  had  the  same  power  of  binding  and  loosing 
as  a  pope,  cardinal,  or  bishop.  The  prior  also  says,  “  that  the 
scripture  in  Englisshe  wold  make  sedition,  brede  errours  and  he¬ 
resies,  and  so  be  euell.”  Joy  replied :  “  Wo  be  to  you  that  say 
that  thing  which  is  good  to  be  euell,  and  that  which  is  sweet  to 

*  Preface  to  the  Wicked  Mammon. 

t  End  of  his  u  Compendious  old©  Treatyae,  shewyng  hour  that  the  people  ought  to 
have  the  Scryptures  in  Englyssh/* 
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be  bitter.’* — “  Thus  is  the  holye,  cleare,  good  and  swet.e  gospel! 
of  Christe  belyed  and  blasphemed  of  you.  It  is  only  unsavery, 
kovered  and  darke  to  you  that  peryshe.”  Fuller,  referring  to  the 
hostility  of  the  monks  and  prelates,  relates  a  melancholy  instance 
of  those  feelings  having  extended  to  a  civil  officer  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  London.  u  When  Tyndale’s  translation  came  over  to 
England,  O  how  were  the  popish  clergy  cut  to  the  heart.  How 
did  their  blear  eyes  smart  at  the  shining  of  the  Gospel  in  the  vul¬ 
gar  tongue.  Hall  heard  the  town  clerk  of  London  swear  a  great 
oath,  that  he  would  cut  his  own  throat  rather  than  the  Gospel 
should  be  read  in  English,  but  he  brake  promes  and  hanged  him¬ 
self.”  * 

Robert  Ridley,  a  priest, +  wrote  “  to  maister  Henry  Golde, 
chaplayne  to  my  lorde  of  Canterbury,”  a  letter  in  which  he 
uses  language  in  all  probability  current  at  the  time.  **  No 
man  would  receaue  a  gospell  of  soch  damned  and  practised 
heretikes,  thow  it  wer  trew.”  From  his  remarks,  lie  must  have 
read  the  edition  with  glosses.  He  charges  Tyndale  with  having 
in  his  preface  treated  moral  conduct  with  iudifiercncc.  The 
marginal  note  which  directs  to  the  paragraph  so  captiously 
criticised  is :  A  trewe  christyn  man  beleucth  that  hcvyn  ys  hys> 
airedy  by  christes  purchesinge,  and  therfore  loveth,  and  worketh, 
to  honoure  god  only,  and  to  drawe  althinges  to  God.”  The  point 
at  issue  was  this :  The  duty  of  man  being  to  love  God  with  all  his 
heart,  and  his  neighbour  as  himself,  whether  he  could  do  more 
than  his  duty,  and  by  such  works  of  supererogation  merit  the  for¬ 
giveness  of  past  sins,  and  even  set  over  some  of  then  meritorious 
works  to  the  account  of  others.  This  Tyndale  denies,  ascribing  all 
the  merit  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins  to  the  Saviour  only ;  and  he 
maintains  that  the  happy,  holy  influence  of  a  good  hope  through 
faith  will  cause  the  sinner  so  freely  pardoned,  to  devote  himself  to 
the  glory  of  God  by  promoting  the  happiness  of  man.  Thus  he  ar¬ 
gues  :  “  As  no  naturall  sonne  that  is  his  father’s  hey  re,  doetli  his 

*  Church  History,  book  5. 

t  Original  in  British  Museum.  Ridley  was  present  at  the  examination  of  Vy kaa  in 
Essex,  referred  to  at  p#  17. 
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father’s  will  be  cause  he  wolde  be  heyre,  that  he  is  alreddy  be 
birth : — but  of  puer  love  doeth  he  that  he  doeth.  And  axe  him 
why  he  doeth  eny  thynge  that  he  doeth,  he  answereth :  my  father 
bade,  it  is  my  father’s  will,  it  pleaseth  my  lather.  Bond  seruauntes 
workc  for  hyre,  children  for  love ;  for  there  father,  with  all  he 
hath,  is  theres  alreddy.  So  doeth  a  christen  man  frely  all 
that  he  doeth,  consul eretli  nothynge  but  the  will  of  God,  and 
his  neghboures  wealth  only.  Yf  y  live  chaste,  I  doo  hit  nott 
tc  obteync  heven  therby,  For  then  shulde  y  doo  wronge  to 
the  blond  of  Christ:  Christes  bloud  hath  obteyned  me  that. 
Nether  that  y  loke  for  an  hyer  roume  in  heven,  then  they  shall 

have  whvcli  live  in  wedlocke,  other  then  a  hoarc  of  the  stewes, 

*■  ,  7  * 

yf  she  repeut.”  These  are  sentiments  totally  opposed  to  the 
inference  draw  from  them  by  the  angry  priest.  Ridley 
then  proceeds  to  find  fault  with  the  text:  “  by  this  transla¬ 
tion  shal  we  losse  al  thes  cristian  wordes,  penaunce,  charite, 
confession,  grace,  prest,  cliirch  which  he  alway  calleth  a  congre¬ 
gation.  ye  shal  not  neede  to  accuse  this  translation.  It  is  accused 
and  damned  by  the  consent  of  the  prelates  aud  lemed  men.  And 
commanded  to  be  brynt  both  heir  and  beyonde  the  see,  wher  is 
mony  hundreih  of  them  brynt.  Bo  that  it  is  to  layt  now  to  offer 
re  son  why  that  be  condempned,  and  whiche  be  the  fawte  and 
errours.  Shew  the  people,  that  ye  be  maid  to  declare  vnto  them 
that  these  bowkes  be  condemned  by  the  Cownsell,  and  profownde 
exaininacion  of  the  prelates  and  fathers  of  the  chirche.”  The  re¬ 
formers  were  victorious  in  argument.  The  only  triumph  (if  such  it 
can  be  called)  of  the  enemies  to  the  spread  of  scriptural  know¬ 
ledge,  was  the  burning  such  as  they  could  not  silence  in  con¬ 
troversy,  however  unimpeachable  their  morals,  blight  and  holy 
their  piety,  aud  useful  their  lives. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


M  Moie's  wvB  n'futfd  argument  proclaim, 

Tyndalo’a  great  honor,  his  adversaries  shame, 
lie  was  the  shield  of  truth,  the  scourge  of  error. 

This  Island’s  triumph,  and  proud  BabePs  terror/’ 

<P 

THE  LORV  CHANCELLOR)  SIR  THOMAS  MORE,  EXERTS  MOST  POWERPC (. 

TALENT  AGAINST  TTNDALJS. 

Sir  Thomas  More  entered  most  heartily  into  the  controversy 
with  Tyndale,  and  displayed  a  fertile  wit  and  great,  genius  in 
defending  the  Church  of  Rome.  He  well  knew  that  he  had  no 
chance  with  such  an  antagonist,  cither  from  Scripture  or  rea¬ 
son,  and  he  shielded  himself  in  tradition,  antiquity,  miracles, 
and  mystery.  He  asserted  that  the  written  word  was  not  the 
whole  revealed  will  of  God,  but  that  the  unwritten  traditions  of 
tile  church  are  of  equal  authority.  His  mode  of  arguing  to 
prove  this  important  point  is  “  I  take  it:  that  the  worde  of  God 
vnwryten  is  of  as  greate  authoryte,  as  certayn,  and  as  sure,  as 
ys  hys  worde  wryten  in  the  Serypture,  which  poynt  is  so  fasto 
and  sure,  pytehed  vpon  the  rocke,  our  sauyour  Cryst  hymself, 
that  neyther  Luther,  Tyndale,  nor  Huskyn,  nor  all  the  hell 
Uoundes  that  the  deuyll  hath  in  his  kenell,  neuer  hyiherto  could 
nor  whyle  god  lyueth  in  heuen  and  the  deuyll  lyeth  in  hell  neuer 
hereafter  shall  (barke  they,  bawle  they  neuer  so  fast)  be  able  to 
wreste  it  out/’*  When  he  speaks  of  the  opinions  of  the  re¬ 
formers  on  other  points,  he  uses  language  equally  charitable : 

*  Apology,  f.  3$ ;  Confutation,  fol.  I7G. 
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'•  .ill  apparycyons  they  mocke  at,  and  all  the  myracles  they 
blaspheme,  and  say  the  deuyll  doth  all, — as  yf  the  deuyll  had 
(with)  his  owne  handcs  marked  eche  of  them  an  ,H.  in  the  fore- 
liede  with  a  fayre  hote  yron  fet  out  of  the  fyre  of  hell.”* 
These  are  the  words  of  the  learned,  witty,  and  eloquent  More, 
who,  upon  any  subject  bat  religion,  may  be  justly  called  a  great 
man.  Tyndalc  destroys  this  visionary  castle  of  Tradition,f  by  a 
simple  but  irresistible  argument,  the  sum  of  which  is,  that  the 
written  word  of  God  is  his  revealed  will,  perfect  as  its  Divine 
Author,  with  whom  it  was  impossible  to  misstate  or  omit  any 
thiner.  and  who  has  declared  all  those  to  be  cursed  who  add  to  or 
diminish  from  his.  will  so  revealed. 

The  great  Lord  Chancellor  More  published  nine  volumes  of 
controversy  against  Tyndalc  and  Barnes,  seven  of  which  are 
against  Tyndale  :  four  of  these  are  in  folio.  To  an  antiquary, 
those  tomes  are  peculiarly  interesting.  It  is  a  conflict  between 
t  wo  men  possessed  of  giant  minds,  in  decided  opposition  to  each 
other.  Tyndalc  is  chaste ;  More  licentious  :  Tyndale  liberal,  but 
devout ;  More  a  bigot.  Tyndalc  triumphed  in  argument;  and 
More  contrived  to  have  him  imprisoned. 

The  character  of  this  powerful  persecutor  of  Tyndale  presents 
to  us  an  extraordinary  compound :  he  was  a  witty  companion ;  a 
gloomy  fanatic:  a  beloved  relative;  a  religious  tyrant:  an  en- 


•  Confutation,  VuL  H.  foL  232  &  233. 

f  These  wfMpnV/ro  trndi  Hons  have  been  printed.  They  form  a  small  8 vo,  volume  of. 
extreme  rarity,  by  Dr.  Richard  Smyth,  the  celebrated  popish  reader  of  divinity  in 
Oxford,  imprinted  by  Thomas  Petit,  1547.  These  traditions,  the  learned  Dr.  gravely 
it  IS  **  we  must  bothhclcue  stcdf&slly,  and  also  fulfill  obcdientlye  vnder  poync  of 
* J;tm nation  cucr  to  endure.  They  are-— the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper,  only  lo 
Ik*  uiven  by  a  priest — to  be  taken  lusting— the  wine  to  have  water  mingled  with  it— 
the  consecration  of  the  elements— to  be  kept  in  the  pyxes  or  boxe  at  church— pray  en# 
for  the  dead— christening  of  infants,  which  necessary  tbinge  hangeth  oncly  vpon  the 
apostles  tradition  wvthout  an  ye  scripture  that  cun  prove  it’1 — singing  in  public  wor* 
>hip— praying  towards  the  cast.— elevating  and  worshipping  the  host— making  the 
sigo  of  the  cross — worshipping  the  ciueiiix— observing  and  not  lasting  on  Sunday — 
keeping  Raster  and  holydays— putting  pictures  and  images  in  churches— fasting  in 
Lent  and  on  every  Wednesday  and  Friday— holy  w  a  ter—  priests  not  to  marry — Mary 
von  tinned  a  virgin  until  death,  ^.ml  that  her  body  is  in  heaven.”— Dr.  Smith  was 
appointed  to  argue  with  Bp.  Ridley  prior  to  his  martyrdom.  A  droll  story  is  related 
‘  f  him  by  Fox.— Acts  uiul  Monuments,  Yol.  11.  p,  538.  Edit.  1G3L 
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lightened  statesman,  who  ably  argues  against  sanguinary  laws  ;4 
a  bigoted  persecutor,  who  imbued  Iris  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
reformers  :  a  philosopher  who,  on  every  Friday  and  saint’s  eve, 
scourged  his  own  body  with  whips  made  of  knotted  cords,  and 
then,  as  a  further  punishment,  wore  a  hair  shirt  next  to  his 
lacerated  skin.  So  persevering  and  extensive  were  More’s 
efforts  to  destroy  Tyndale,  that  his  biographer  compares  the 
exiled  reformer  to  a  hunted  hare  with  twenty  brace  of  grey¬ 
hounds  after  him.  The  dignified  clergy,  delighted  with  these 
efforts  to  support  their  falling  hierarchy,  raised  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  pounds,  which  they  pressed  upon  his  acceptance ;  but 
he  nobly  refused  to  take  one  penny.  He  foresaw  that  the  Re¬ 
formation  would  prevail,  and  thus  addressed  his  son:  “  I  beseech 
our  Lord,  that  some  of  us,  as  high  as  we  seme  to  sitt  vpon  the 
mountains,  treadinge  hereticks  vndcr  our  fete  like  antes,  live  not 
the  day  to  be  at  league  and  composition  with  them.”  -f 

•  Mork,  the  Champion  op  Popery,  More,  an  knmokitrnid  Senator* 

► 

He  had  in  his  garden  at  Chelsea  a  tree  Extracts  from  Utopia,  or  the  Happy  Ue- 
to  which  he  caused  prisoners,  charged  public: — 

with  heresy,  to  he  tied  and  whipped :  Slavery  is  the  punishment  even  of 

this  he  called  the  tree  of  life.  After  see •  the  greatest  crime  s,~-Utopus  seemed  to 

ing  this  degrading  cruelty  practised  upon  doubt  whether  those  different  forms  of 
a  gentleman  of  the  Temple,  named  religion  might  not  all  come  from  God* 
Baiuham,  he  went  to  the  Tower  to  glut  who  might  inspire  men  differently*  lie 
his  eyes  with  the  writhing  of  his  prisoner  l>cin"  possibly  pleased  with  a  variety  in 
upon  the  rack.— Bay  ley’s  Tower.  I  it.  And  so  he  thought  it  was  a  very  in* 

His  words  breathe  out  cruelty : “There  decent  and  foolish  thing  for  any  man  tu 

ahold  haue  ben  more  burned  by  a  great  frighten  and  threaten  other  men  to  he- 

♦ 

many  than  there  haue  hen  wythin  this  lieve  any  thing  because  it  seemed  true  to 
seuen  yore  Taste  parsed.  The  lakke  him :  he  reckoned  that  the  force  of  truth 
whereof  1  fere  me  will  moke  more  burned  would  break  forth  and  shine  by  the  force 

within  this  seuen  ycrc  next  commynge,  of  argument  and  a  winning  gentleness  : 

then  cllys  shotdehaue  neded  to  h&ue  ben  they  do  not  punish  them,  because  they 
burned  in  seuen  score.’ 1  This  was  for  lay  this  down  as  a  ground,  that  a  man 
differing  in  religious  sentiments.— Coafu-  cannot  make  himself  believe  my  thing 
tation.  p.  266.  be  pleases;  nor  do  they  drive  any  to  dis- 

“  Our  Sauiour  wyll  saye  to  Tyndale :  j  scmhle  their  thoughts  by  threatening*,  so 
Thou  art  accursed  Tyndall,  the  sonne  of  that  men  arc  not  templed  to  he  or  dis- 
Ihe  deuyll ;  for  neytber  fleshc  nor  guise  their  opinions  among  them  ;  which 
bloude  hath  taught  the  these  heresy  es,  being  a  sort  of  fraud,  is  abhorred  by  the 
but  thyn  owne  father  the  deuyll  that  is  in  Utopians,” 
hell*” — Confutation,  Vol.  IT.  p.  32. 

+  These  anecdotes  are  extracted  from  a  manuscript  Life  of  More,  written  by  one  of 
his  relatives:  It  is  in  Lambeth  Library. 
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More’s  most  able  work  against  Tyndale,  was  the  first  which  he 
wrote,  called  A  Dialogue.  It  represents  that  a  nobleman  sent  his 
triend  to  Sir  Thomas  More,  requesting  assistance  to  counteract 
opinions  which  were  gaining  great  ascendancy  in  the  country  against 
the  Romish  church.  These  were  “  of  pylgrymagys — ymages — 
prayer  to  saints — myracles — tradicions — infallibility — cruelty  to 
Ik* reticks — burning  the  New  Testament — and  prohibiting  books, 
called  Lutheran.”  It  is  evident  that  all  these  topics  were  shrewdly 
controverted  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  spirit  of  inquiry 

r 

was  gone  forth,  and  was  working  out  the  great  reformation  in 
spite  of  every  obstacle.  The  most  important  of  these  subjects,  is 
the  burning  of  the  New  Testament ;  an  atrocious  deed,  to  defend 
which  this  dialogue  was  written.  He  thus  introduces  the  pre¬ 
vailing  opinions :  “  The  people  say  that  all  this  gere  is  done  but 
onelv  to  stoppe  menes  mouthes,  and  to  put  euery  man  to  sylence 
that  woldc  any  thynge  speke  of  the  fautes  of  the  clargye.  And 
they  thynke  that  for  none  other  cause  was  also  burned  at  Poules 
cjossc  the  new  Testament  late  translated  in  englysshe  by  mavster 
Wvllyam  Huchyn,  otherwyse  called  Mayster  Tyndall,  who  was 
(as  men  say)  well  knowen  or  he  wente  ouer  the  see,  for  a  man  of 
ryght  good  lyuyng,  studyous  and  well  lemed  in  scrypture,  and 
in  dyuers  places  in  England  was  very  well  lyked,  and  dyd  gret 
good  with  prechyng.  And  men  mutter  amonge  themselfe  that 
the  I joke  was  not  onelv  fautles,  but  also  very  well  translated,  and 
was  deuvsed  to  be  burned,  bycause  men  sholde  not  be  able  to 
prove  that,  suehc  fautes  (as  were  at  Poules  crosse  declared  to  haue 
Imne  Ibtmrle  in  it)  were  neuer  foumle  there  in  dede,  but  vntmely 
surmysed.  And  yet.  suche  as  they  were,  some  men  saye,  were  noo 
fautes  at  all,  yf  they  hadde  l>c  so  translated  in  dede,  but  blame 
fayed  and  faute  founde  with  thynges  nothynge  finite  worthy, 
onelv  to  deface  that  holy  worke,to  theende  that  they  myghteseme 
to  haue  some  juste  cause  to  burnc  it.  If  And  that  for  none  other 
entente,  but  for  to  kepe  out  of  the  people’s  handesall  knowleges 
of  Cvvstys  gosj)cll,  and  of  goddys  lawe,  exccpte  soo  moche  onely 
us  the  clergye  ilicymseife  lyste  nowc  and  than  to  tell  vs.  And 
that  lyU’ll  as  it.  is  and  seldom  shewed,  vet  as  it  is  fered  not  well 
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and  truely  tolde,  but  watered  witli  false  glose?,  and  altered  from 
the  trouth  of  the  very  wordes  and  sentence  of  serypture  only  for 
y®  mayntenaunce  of  theyr  authoryte.  IT  And  the  fere  lest  this 
thyngc  sholde  euydently  appere  to  the  people,  yf  they  were  suf¬ 
fered  to  rede  the  serypture  them  selfe  in  theyr  own  tonge  was 
(as  it  is  thought)  the  very  cause  not  onely  for  whiche  the  newe 
testament  translated  by  Tyndale  was  burned,  but  also  that  the 
clargye  of  this  realme  hath  before  this  tynie,  by  a  constytucyon 
prouyncyall  prohybyted  any  boke  of  serypture  to  be  translated 
into  the  Englyshe  tonge,  feryng  men  with  fyer  as  hcrctyques 
who  so  sholde  presume  to  kepe  them,  as  though  it  were  heresye 
for  a  crysten  man  to  rede  crystys  gospell." 

These  admissions  arc  deeply  interesting :  they  showthat  the  laity 
throughout  the  kingdom  were  strongly  excited,  The  picture  of 
public  opinion,  thus  drawn  and  published,  is  from  the  pen  of  f.lte 
champion  of  popery,  and,  as  it  tells  against  his  own  party,  wc  may 
naturally  conclude  that  he  has  not  exaggerated.  The  character 
of  Tyndale,  exhibited  by  his  persecutor,  is  as  highly  honourable 
as  it  is  faithful.  In  the  third  book  of  the  Dialogues,  More  attempts 
to  defend  the  burning  of  the  New  Testament,  by  declaring  that  it 
was  full  of  errors.  “  To  tell  all  wold  be  to  reherse  the  hole 
boke/’  “  To  search  for  one  faute  would  be  like  studying  where 
to  fynde  water  in  the  see.”  At  length  his  budget  of  errors  is 
opened,  and  three  heresies  axe  proclaimed:  “  the  prestes  of 
Crystes  chyrche  he  calleth  senyours — Chyrche  he  ealleth  congre¬ 
gation — and  charyte  he  calleth  alway  love.”  These  objections 
were  unworthy  the  pen  of  a  scholar,  and  are  highly  gratifying  to 
the  friends  of  the  Reformation.  Tyndale’s  immortal  work  was 
subject  to  the  severest  scrutiny  of  the  brightest  scholars  of  the 
age,  men  of  the  keenest  penetration,  and  his  most  decided  ene¬ 
mies  :  but  the  pure  gold  defied  their  research  for  alloy ;  and,  in 
the  absence  of  serious  errors,  the  critics  found  unreasonable  fault 
with  words,  because  they  would  have  preferred  others  nearly 
similar,  (no  more  diversity  of  meaning,  to  use  an  expression  of 
Coverdale,  than  between  J'ourpence  and  a  groat,)  if  not  synony¬ 
mous.  Sir  Thomas  frequently  betrays  a  degree  of  blind  hostility, 
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disgraceful  as  the  system  in  which  he  had  been  educated. 

.  V 

Tvndale 's  rule  of  obedience  to  the  king  was :  “  A  crysten  man  is 
houndcn  to  obny  even  tyranny,  yf  it  be  not  agaynste  his  favth, 
nor  the  law  of  god,  tyll  god  delyuer  hym  therof.”  In  reply  to 
this,  More  displays  a  captious  littleness,  totally  opposed  to  his 
nat  ivc  genius :  he  admits  that  the  Apostle  expresses  exactly  the 
same  idea, — “  ‘  we  muste  rather  please  god  titan  man/  which  is 
well  saved  of  the  apostle,  but  to  be  said  of  Tyndale,  a  heretic, 
it  is  a  playne  exliortacyon  to  rebellion.”* 

The  word  senior  was  taken  from  the  vulgate  Latin.  Tvndale  ac- 

CP  * 

knowledged  that  it  was  not  sufficiently  explicit,  and  that  he  should 
prefer  the  word  elder.  This  gave  so  much  offence  to  the  punning 
.Lord  Chancellor,  that  he  likens  it  to  a  man  blind  of  one  eye,  put¬ 
ting  out  the  other  to  amend  his  sight,  f  The  term  which  gave  most 
offence  was  “  congregation,”  used  instead  of  church.  In  using  this 
term,  he  was  justified  by  his  learned  sovereign — the  defender  of 
the  faith — Henry  the  Eighth,  who  in  a  proclamation,  and  in  the  six 
articles  penned  by  his  own  hand,  combines  the  two  words  thus — 
“  the  congregation  of  the  church  of  England.”  \  Tyndale  and 
the  king  were  right  in  using  the  term  congregation,  because  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word  church  was  neither  the  building 
in  which  worship  was  conducted,  nor  the  body  of  Christians  who 
worshipped,  but  it  was  limited  to  the  clergy,  who  were  called  the 
ehtirclm  It  is  now  very  properly  altered  to  church,  a  term  by 
which  we  understand  all  those  whose  faith  and  practice  constitute 
them  Christians. 

More  also  complains,  “  that  at  the  tyme  of  this  translacyon 
Hychens  (Tyndale)  was  with  Luther  in  Wyttenbcrgc,  and  set 
certayne  glosys  in  the  mergent,  framed  for  the  settynge  fortlic 
of  the  vngrucyous  secL.\”§  He  finds  fault,  that  u  confession 
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.  The*  act  of  parliament  which  constituted  the  king  supreme  head  of  the  church, 
was  intended  solely  to  bring  tin*  clergy,  who  were  called  the  church,  under  the  juris- 
dkiioii  of  the  statn to  law. 

$  This  Tefen*  to  the  4tu.,a  <*<>pyof  which  was  found  upon  the  martyr  Uilucy  in  1531, 
having  the  prologue  to  the  Kumar*?. 


40  jHcntiw  of 

he  translateth  into  knowledgyngc — Penaunce  into  repen taunce;  ' 
and  he  sums  up  all  the  errors  as  springing  from  this  principle : 
f*  For  he  wolde  make  yc  people  byleue  that  we  sholde  beleue 
nothyng  but  playne  scrypture ,  in  whyche  poynte  he  techeth  a 
play ne  pesty lent  keresye”U  The  faults  are,  in  his  estimation, 
such  that  “  as  it  were  as  sone  done  to  weue  a  new  web  of 
cloth  as  to  sow  up  euery  hole  in  a  net,  so  were  it  almost  as  lytell 
labour  and  lesse  to  translate  ye  hole  boke  all  newe  tlicn  attempt 
to  correct  it."  He  admits,  however,  “  that  a  nother  man  trans- 
latynge  the  testament,  and  beynge  good  and  faythfull,  myghte 
haue  vsed  happely  those  chaunges  wythout  euyll  meanyng  or  any 
suspicion  thcrof.”*  To  bring  these  absurd  notions  to  a  climax, 
he  declares,  that  “  yt  is  enough  for  good  cristen  men  that  know 
those  thynges  for  heresyes,  to  abhorre  and  bume  vppe  his  bokes 
and  the  lykers  of  them  with  them,"  !  !  !  This  was  the  spirit  of 
popery :  has  it  changed  ?  If  it  has,  it  was  not  infallible :  if  it  has 
not,  may  such  a  system  never  again  desolate  our  happy  island! 

Sir  Thomas  not  only  endeavours  to  frighten  the  people  from 
reading  Tyndale,  by  the  threat  of  burning  here  and  hereafter,  hut, 
to  supply  the  place  of  argument,  he  cadis  to  his  aid  a  ghost  to 
establish  his  charge  of  heresy.  Unfortunately  for  him,  the  poor 
shade  had  been  so  roughly  treated  on  a  former  attack,  that  he  very 
prudently  refused  to  venture  a  second  time :  **  When  I  desired 
Origene  to  take  the  payne  to  come  and  bere  wytnesse  wyth  me  in 
thys  mater,  he  semed  at  the  fyrst  very  well  content.  But  when 
I  tolde  hym  that  he  sholde  mete  with  Tyndale:  he  blessed  hym- 
selfe  and  shranke  bakke,  and  sayde  he  had  leuer  go  some  other 
waye  many  a  myle  then  onys  medic  wyth  hym.  For  I  sliall  tell 
you  syr,  quod  he,  before  thys  tyrae  a  ryght  honorable  man  very 
connyng  and  yet  more  vertuouse,  the  good  bysshoppe  of  Roches¬ 
ter,  in  a  great  audyence  brought  me  iu  for  a  wytnes  agaynst 
Luther  and  Tyndale,  euyn  in  this  same  mater,  aboute  the  tyme  of 
the  bumynge  of  Tyndalys  euyll  translated  testament.  But  Tyn¬ 
dale,  as  soon  as  he  herd  of  my  name,  without  any  respeete  of 
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honestye,  fell  in  a  rage  wyth  me,  and  all  to  rated  me,  and  called 
mu  starke  lieretyke,  and  that  the  starkest  that  euer  was.  Thys 
tale  Orygene  tolde  me,  and  swore  by  saynt  Symkyn  that  he  was 
neuer  so  sayed  vnto  of  suche  a  lewdc  felowe  synnys  he  was  fyrste 
l>omc  of  liys  mother,  and  therfore  he  wolde  neuer  medle  wytli 
Tyndale  more.  Now,  indede,  to  sayc  the  treuth,  yt  were  not 
well  done  of  Tyndale  to  leue  rcsonynge  and  fall  a  scoldyng, 
chydynge,  and  brawlynge,  as  yt  were  a  bawdy  begger  of  Bylly- 
rer-lane.  Fy  for  shame,  he  sholde  fauored  and  forborne  hym 
so  in  what,  and  yt  had  bene  but  for  his  age.  For  Or  igenc  b  nowe 
xiij.  hundred  yerc  olde  or  there  aboute,  and  this  was  not  mych 
aboue  vij  yeres  synnys/'*  This  story,  told  on  the  credibility  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  must  have  produced  its  effect 
on  the  populace,  to  whom  it  would  be  rehearsed  by  the  priests 
with  all  gravity  as  words  of  truth  and  soberness. 

It  is  amusing  to  hear  Tyndale  accuser]  of  calling  hard  names, 
by  one  who  was  a  perfect  master  of  the  art  of  abuse.  An  intel¬ 
ligent  papist  who,  in  1533,  published  that  rare  volume,  “  Salem 
and  Bizanee,"  complains  very  seriously  that  More  calleth  those 
with  whom  he  differed  “  sometyme  desperate  wretches,  sometyme 
sterkc  heretykes,  and  other  whyles  he  calleth  them  the  blessed 
brotlierhode,  or  the  newe  broched  bretherne,  or  the  euangelical 
bretherne,  and  the  principal  doers  he  calleth  potheded  posteb, 
naughtee  bretherne  or  heretike  brethem — these  be  strange  names 
deuised  after  a  merucilous  railing  fashion,  wherein  I  thinke  verely 
he  dothe  not  as  he  wolde  be  done  to." 

Tyndale  was,  at  times,  severe  in.  his  language,  but  it  was  a 
justifiable  and  even  needful  severity ;  thus,  referring  to  unmean¬ 
ing  ceremonies,  lie  says,  “  a  man  will  as  soon  gape  while  thou 
puttest  sand  as  holy  salt  in  his  mouth,  yf  thou  shew  hym  no 
reason  therof,  he  had  as  leyffe  be  smered  wyth  vnhalowed  butter 
as  anoynted  withf  charmed  oyle,  yf  his  soule  be  not  taught  to 
vnderstande  somewhat  therby."  This  was  a  poser  to  Sir  Thomas, 
whose  anger  dictated  his  reply:  “  Ah  blasphcmouse  beste,  to 
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whose  rorynge  and  lowynge  no  good  crysten  man  can  with  out 
heuynes  of  herte  gyue  ere.  Now  foloweth  yt  also  that  yf  the 
sacrament  were  as  good  vnmynistred  as  mynistrcd  to  who  so 
euer  is  not  taught  the  proper  sygnifycacyons  of  the  outwards* 
token  in  the  sacrament,  as  Tyndale  here  vnder  a  blasphemous 
iestynge  fasshyon  telleth  vs :  then  foloweth  yt,  I  sayc,  that  there 
was  neuer  cliylde  crystened  synnys  crystendome  fyrst  begane, 
but  that  yt  haddc  bene  as  good  to  haue  lefte  it  vnerystened,  and 
neuer  to  haue  let  water  touche  yt,  bycause  yt  couldc  not  be 
taught  what  the  water  aygnifyed.”*  This  must  have  been  a 
grave  subject  to  those  who  considered  that  the  neglect  of  parents 
as  to  this  ceremony  would  be  visited  upon  the  soul  of  the  child 
in  eternal  misery ! ! 

More  was  exceedingly  desirous  that  the  people  should  not  read 
or  examine  the  works  of  Tyndale :  his  great  forte  was  ridicule 
and  angry  abuse,  but  he  sometimes  resorts  to  persuasion.  “  1 
wolde  aduyse  any  man  neither  to  rede  these  herctykes  bokes 
nor  mine,  but  occupy  theyr  myndes  better,  and  standyngc 
termely  by  the  catholyke  faith  of  this  .xv.  C.  ycre,  neuer 
onys  muse  vppon  these  newe  fangled  heresyes ;  but  if  at 
the  parell  of  daynger  to  bume  both  here  and  in  hell,  he 
cannot  hold  his  yechynge  fyngers  frome  theyre  poysened 
bokes,  then  wold  1  counsayle  liyrn  in  any  wyse  to  rede  therwifh 
such  thynges  as  are  wrytten  agaynst  theym.”  “  Besyde  tlic 
bookes  of  Latyn,  French,  and  Donch  an  innumerable  sorte. 
There  are  made  in  the  Englysshe  tonge.  Fyrst,  Tyndales  new 
testament,  father  of  them  all,  by  reason  of  hys  false  translalyug.” 
“  Tyndales  heresies  farre  exceed  and  passe :  and  incomparably 
offende  the  inaieste  of  our  Lordc  God,  than  all  the  settynge 
vppe  of  Bell,  and  Baal,  and  Belzabub,  and  all  the  deuyls  in 
hell.”  More,  as  keeper  of  the  king’s  conscience,  seriously  said, 
“  That  the  king  would  lose  hia  own  soul  if  he  suffered  Tyndale’s 
Testament  in  his  people’s  hands.  ”+  The  violence  of  this  language 
shows  the  weakness  of  his  cause,  and  the  poverty  of  his  argu¬ 
ment  in  attempting  to  defend  tire  Romish  church.  It  is  in 
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delightful  contrast  with  the  opinion  formed  by  a  modem  papist, 
justly  esteemed  for  his  liberality  and  candour,  and  eminent  as  a 
profound  scholar.  “  With  respect  to  Tyndale’s  translation,  it  is 
astonishing  how  little  obsolete  the  language  of  it  is,  even  at  this 
day ;  and,  in  point  of  perspicuity  and  noble  simplicity,  propriety 
of  idiom  and  purity  of  style,  no  English  version  has  yet  sur¬ 
passed  it.  The  criticisms  of  those  who  wrote  against  it  (we  are 
sorry  to  find  Sir  Thomas  More  among  them)  are  generally  too 
severe,  often  captious,  and  sometimes  evidently  unjust."  lie 
adds:  “  Burning  suspicious  books  is  the  readiest  way  to  multiply 
them :  as  persecuting  for  religion  is  the  surest  mean  of  propa¬ 
gating  it."* 
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- < <  he  bad  a  goMon  miud 

That  would  not  bend  to  dtoss,  but  still  aspire 
To  heaven,  and  faith  gave  wings  to  his  desire ; 
lie  was  bclovM  of  all  that  lov’d  God'*  name. 

The  trumpet  of  hi*  voice  would  still  pTO claim 
The  word  of  God.”  — - - 

tyndale’s  account  of  his  translation  of  the  new  testament — 

HIS  MOTIVES  AND  PURITY  OF  INTENTION— HE  PUBLISHES  MANY 
WORKS* 

In  vindication  of  tlie  motives  which  induced  Tyndale  to  under¬ 
take  this  dangerous  and  arduous  labour,  of  translating  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  his  learned  and  admirable  colleague,  John  Fry  lb, 
a  short  time  before  his  martyrdom,  thus  addressed  Sir  Thomas 
More: — 44  And  Tyndale  I  trusts  lyueth;  well  con  ten  te  with 
suche  pore  apostles  lyfe,  as  God  gaue  hys  sonne  Christ,  and 
hys  faythfull  mynysters  in  thya  worldc,  whych  is  not  sure  of  so 
many  mytes,  as  you  be  yearely  of  many  poundes,  although  I  am 
sure  that  for  hys  learn ynge  and  judgement  in  scripture,  he  were 
more  wortliye  to  be  promoted  then  all  the  bysl loppes  in  F.nglawle. 
I  rcceyued  a  letter  fromhym,  whych  was  wrytten  sens  Christmas, 
wherin  amonge  other  matters  he  wryteth  thus :  I  call  God  to  re- 
corde  agaynst  the  daye  we  shall  appeare  before  oure  Lorde  Jesus 
Christ  to  geuc  rekonynge  of  ourc  doinges,  that  1  neucr  altered 
one  syllabic  of  Godcs  wordc  agaynst  my  conseyence,  nor  woldc 
do  thys  daye,  yf  all  that  is  in  earthe,  whether  it  be  lionouro,  plea¬ 
sure,  or  ryehes  myght  be  gcuen  me.”  Fryth  adds,  44  Judge, 
good  Christen  reader,  whether  these  words  be  not  spoken  of  a 
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tUvlhfuli,  clerc,  and  innocent  herte.  And  as  for  hys  behauyoure  is 
suche,  that  1  am  sure  no  man  can  reprove  hym  of  any  synne,  how- 
l>cit  no  man  is  innocent  before  God  whycli  belioldeth  tlie  herte.” 

His  motives  are  thus  declared  in  the  prologue  prefixed  to  the 
4to.  Testament  with  glosses,  1526.  “  I  haue  here  translated 
(brethren  and  austere,  moost  dere  and  tenderly  beloued  in  Christ) 
the  Newe  Testament  for  youre  spiritual!  edyfyinge,  consolacion, 
and  solas :  the  causes  that  moved  me  to  translate,  y  thought 
better  that  other  shuldc  ymagion,  then  that  y  shulde  rehearce 
them.  Moreover  y  supposed  yt  superfluous,  for  who  ys  so  blynde 
to  axe  why  fyght  shulde  be  shewed  to  them  that  walke  in  derck- 
nes,  where  they  cannot  but  stomble,  and  where  to  stomblc  ys  the 
duunger  of  ctcrnall  damnacion,  other  so  dcspyghtfull  that  lie  wolde 
envye  eny  man'  (y  speake  nott  his  brother)  so  necessary  a  thinge, 
or  so  bcdlem  madde  to  aft'yrme  that  good  is  the  naturall  cause  of 
vuell,  and  derknes  to  procede  oute  of  lyght,  and  that  lyinge 
shulde  be  grounded  in  trougth  and  verytic  and  nott  rather  clene 
contrary,  that  lyght  destroyeth  dercknes,  and  veritie  reproveth 
all  manner  lyinge.” 

In  1528,  Tyndale  published  the  most  valuable  of  his  own  compo¬ 
sitions,  The  Obedience  of  a  Christian  Man.  In  the  preface,  he,  at 
considerable  length,  proves  the  necessity  of  a  free  circulation  of 
the  Scriptures  in  the  vernacular  language  of  every  country.  After 
his  Christian  salutations,  he  says:  “  Let  it  not  make  thee  dhpayre, 
neither  yet  diseorage  thee  (oh  reader)  that  it  is  forbidden  thee  in 
peyne  of  iyfc  and  goodcs,  or  that  it  is  made  breakynge  of  the 
kynges  peace,  or  treason  vnto  his  liighnes,  to  reade  y*  worde  of 
thy  soules  health.  But  muche  rather  be  bolde  in  the  lorde  and 
comfort  thy  soule.  For  as  much  as  thou  art  sure  and  haste  an 
euydent  token  thorow  suche  persecutyon,  that  it  is  the  true 
worde  of  God,  whiche  worde  is  euer  hated  of  the  worlde.”  He 
argues,  that  as  the  Jews,  and  those  to  whom  the  scriptures  were 
immediately  delivered,  had  them  in  their  own  tongue,  so  ought 
all  mankind.  That  Jerome  felt  the  great  importance  of  a  verna¬ 
cular  translation,  and  with  much  labour  made  one  in  Latin.  That 
since  Lhe  scriptu  res  have  been  shut  up,  gross  darkness  has  covered 
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the  people.  “  Tlie  curates,  alas,  themselves,  for  the  moost  pan., 
wotte  no  more  what  the  Newe  or  Olde  Testament  mcancth,  than 
do  the  Turkes.” — “  Moreouer  seynge  that  one  of  you  eucr 
preacheth  contrary  to  a  nother.  And  whan  two  of  you  mete,  the 
one  disputeth  and  brauleth  with  the  other,  as  it  were  two  scoldes. 
And  for  as  moche  as  one  holdeth  this  doctor,  and  another  that, 
one  toloweth  Duns,*  and  another  S.  Thomas,”  & c.,  enumerating 
fifteen  different  sects  in  the  then  Roman  Catholic  church  in  Eng¬ 
land,  he  adds,  “  In  so  great  dyuersyte  of  spyrites  howe  shut  I 
knowe  who  lyeth  and  who  sayeth  trueth :  wherby  shall  I  trve 
them  and  iudge  them  ?  Vcrely  by  Goddes  worde,  whiche  onely  is 
true.  But  howe  shall  I  that  do,  whan  thou  wylte  not  let  me  sc 
the  scrypture  V* 

Tyndale  speaks  familiarly  of  the  original  languages:  “ The 
Greke  tongue  agreeth  more  with  the  Englyshc  than  with  the  La- 
tyne,  and  the  properties  of  the  Hebrue  tongue  agreeth  a  thousands 

tymes  more  with  y*  Englysshe  than  with  the  Latyne.”  He  winds 

•  _ 

up  this  interesting  preface  with  a  serious  charge.  “  Fynally  that 
the  threatenyng  and  forbyddyngc  the  laye  people  to  rede  the 
scrypture  is  not  for  loue  of  your  soules  (whiche  they  care  for  as 
the  foxe  doeth  for  the  gese)  is  euydent  and  clerer  than  the  aonne, 
in  as  moche  as  tliey  pennytte  and  suffre  you  to  rcade  Robyn 
Hode,  and  Beuys  of  Hampton,  Hercules,  Hector  and  Troylus, 
with  a  thousande  hystoryes  and  fables  of  loue  and  wantoncs,  and 
of  rybaudrye,  as  fylthy  as  herte  can  thynke,  to  corrupte  the 
myndes  of  youth  with  all,  clene  contrary  to  the  doctryne  of 
Chryst  and  of  his  apostles.” 

This  book  fell  into  the  king’s  hands  through  the  zeal  of  Tyn- 
dale’s  enemies  to  prevent  his  seeing  it.  Queen  Anne  Bolcyn  had 
lent  her  copy  to  one  of  the  ladies  in  waiting,  who  had  formed  an 
attachment  to  a  handsome  page,  named  Zouch ;  he  playfully 
seized  the  book,  and  made  his  escape  with  it  to  the  chapel,  as  a 


*  Duns  Scotus,  a  celebrated  monk,  bom  in  Scotland,  of  whom  Camden  gives  the 
following  character,  as  drawn  by  an  Italian  poet : 

u  All  learning  taught  in  humaine  book  os  and  couched  in  holy  writ, 

I>un  Scotus  dorkeand  doubtful!  made  by  subtilty  of  wit,” 
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secure  place  for  private  reading;  but  unfortunately  Dr.  Sampson 
caught  him  before  he  could  conceal  the  proscribed  treasure,  and 
with  severe  threats  took  away  the  book,  and  gave  it  to  Cardinal 
Wolsey.  When  the  queen  asked  for  her  book,  the  lady,  falling 
on  her  knees,  told  her  what  had  happened :  the  amiable  queen 
raised  her  with  kindness,  saying,  it  shall  be  the  dearest  book  the 
cardinal  has  got.  She  went  to  the  king,  and  told  him  the 
conduct  of  the  doctor  and  cardinal.  Henry  immediately  called  for 
the  stolen  volume,  when  she  with  irresistible  tenderness  besought 
the  king  to  examine  its  contents,  which  he  did,  and  appeared  to 
be  delighted  with  it,  saying,  “  This  book  is  for  me  and  all  kings 

to  read.” 

During  this  time  Tyndalc  was  incessantly  employed,  and  pub¬ 
lished  a  number  of  tracts  and  book9,  which,  though  small  in  size, 
were  mighty  in  pulling  down  the  strongholds  of  superstition  in 
England.  The  original  editions  of  many  of  these  tracts  are  in  my 
cabinet,  and  have  afforded  me  much  instruction  and  information, 
as  well  as  amusement :  among  them  is  a  copy  of  The  Obedience 
of  a  Christen  Man,  small  4to.  published  May,  1528,  once  the 
property  of  the  princess,  afterwards  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  has  her 
autograph  beautifully  written,  but  with  all  the  pomp  worthy  of  a 
Tudor;  “  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  England  and  France.”  This 
book,  probably,  assisted  to  fix  her  principles  in  favour  of  the 
Reformation. 

In  1529,  having  finished  his  translation  of  the  first  books 
of  the  Old  Testament,  Tyndale  commenced  the  publication 
of  them  in  separate  tracts,  ornamented  with  wood-cuts,  and 
accompanied  with  notes,  which  gave  great  offence  to  the  clergy. 
When  the  manuscript  of  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  was  ready 
tor  the  press,  thus  completing  the  Pentateuch,  he  was  visited, 
by  the  inscrutable  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence,  with  a 
heavy  calamity.  Minding  to  print  the  fifth  book  of  Moses 
at.  Hamburgh,  he  on  his  way  thither  suffered  shipwreck  on 
the  coast  of  Holland;  and  lost  his  books,  money,  and  manu¬ 
script;  his  life  was  saved,  for  in  the  goodness  of  God  he 
was  not  wrecked  on  the  English  coast,  where,  if  the  sea  had 
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spared  him,  a  Smithficld  fire  would  have  burnt  him.  He  con¬ 
tinued  his  journey,  and  being  joyncd  by  Coverdale,  they  again 
translated  the  book  of  Deuteronomy,  and,  assisted  by  a  pious 
lady,  Mrs.  Van  Emmerson,  it  got  printed ;  he  thus  completed 
the  first  portion  of  the  Old  Testament  in  1530.  At  Hamburgh, 
the  same  providence  which  had  preserved  him  in  shipwreck, 
armed  his  body  against  the  pestilence.  **  They  went  through  the 
work  in  safety,  while  the  sweating  sickness  swept  away  thousands 
in  the  city  with  a  general  mortality ;  as  if  the  useful  sweating  of 
their  brains  were  a  preservative  against  the  hurtful  sweating  of 
their  bodies.  And  indeed  close  application  to  a  lawfull  calling,  is 
the  best  antidote  against  a  public  infection.”*  This  is  the  only 
portion  of  the  Old  or  New  Testament  in  the  translation  of  which 
Tyndalc  and  Coverdale  assisted  each  other. 

In  the  preface  to  Genesis,  he  observes,  that  when  he  published 
the  New  Testament,  he  desired  them  that  were  learned  to  amend , 

m 

if  ought -were  found  amiss,  but  that,  instead  of  amending  it,  the 
papists  have  raised  an  outcry  against  tjie  translation ;  saying  there 
were  many  thousand  heresies  in  it,  so  that  it  could  not  l>c  mended  : 
even  if  on  i  lacked  a  tittle  over  his  head,  it  was  noted  to  the  igno¬ 
rant  people  for  an  heresy.  “  A  thousand  books  had  they  lever  to 
be  put  forth  against  their  abominable  doings  and  doctrine,  than 
that  the  scripture  should  come  to  light.”  “  Which  thing  only 
moved  me  to  translate  the  New  Testament.  Because  I  had  per¬ 
ceived  by  experience  how  that  it  was  impossible  to  establish  the 
lay  people  in  any  truth,  except  the  scripture  was  plainly  laid  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes  in  their  mother  tongue.”  He  humbly  submits  his 
Pentateuch  to  the  judgment  of  Hebrew  scholars,  and  expresses 
his  willingness  to  have  it  burnt.,  if  they  will  first  put  forth  another 
that  shall  be  found  more  correct.  His  writings  had  by  this  time 
been  extensively  circulated,  and  began  to  produce  their  good  fruit 
sixty  or  an  hundred  fold. 

Many  of  these  tracts  are  now  lost,  and  probably  may  never  be 
again  recovered.  The  great  object  which  he  endeavours  to  illus- 


•  Fuller's  Churuh  History. 
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i  rate  through  all  his  works  is  the  important  difference  between  the 
Old  and  the  New  Testaments  or  Covenants.  No  man  of  that 
age,  nor  perhaps  from  that  to  the  present  period,  had  more  dis¬ 
tinct  and  pure  sentiments  upon  this  very  important  subject.  The 
former  dispensation,  pointing  by  signs  and  ceremonies  to  the  latter, 
in  which  a  spiritual  but  sublime  simplicity  of  worship  takes  the 
place  of  outward  pomp  and  splendour.  He  was  severe  on 
those  ceremonies,  the  inventions  of  men,  alike  at  variance  with 
revelation  and  reason,  by  which  all  religion  was  made  to  consist 
in  bodily  motions — howling — pattering — creeping — crossing,  &c. 
&e.  His  great  object  was  to  place  the  soul  before  its  Creator 
to  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth — well  knowing  that  the 
result  of  such  intercourse  must  be  a  blameless  and  useful  life  of 
active  benevolence.  He  advocated  tlic  simple  ceremonial  insti¬ 
tutes  of  the  New  Testament,  as  calculated  richly  to  promote  the 
great  object  of  spiritual  worship.  Deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  religious  principles — he  gave  up  none  of  his  pre¬ 
conceived  opinions  until  satisfied  by  divine  truth  that  they  were 
wrong.  His  was  the  gradual  emancipation  of  a  spirit  determined, 
fearless  of  ail  consequences,  to  try  all  things,  and  hold  fast  that 
which  proved  good,  This  is  the  great  principle  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion.  This  is  the  leading  truth  of  revelation — a  principle  which, 
while  it  establishes  the  right  of  private  judgment,  also  imbues 
the  mind  with  a  sense  of  individual  responsibility  at  the  day  of 
judgment. 

While  many  men,  of  distinguished  talent  and  piety,  have  ad¬ 
vocated  the  imposition  of  ceremonies,  creeds,  and  confessions, 
they  appear  to  others  fraught  with  unmingled  evil ;  their  effects 
are  intolerance,  bigotry,  and  persecution  to  those  who  cannot 
conscientiously  conform,  and  hypocrisy  in  those  who  subscribe 
them  merely  for  place  or  lucre. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Um'd  the  world,  the  Pope  tam'd  Borne  w 
rul'd  by  power,  the  Pope  by  deep  deceit 
ow  more  large,  than  theirs,  was  Tyodale’: 
with  his  pen,  both  Pope  and  Rome  doth  t 
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TYNPALE’B  WORKS  GIVE  GREAT  OFFENCE— SECRETLY  CIRCULATED— 
P0PBt9  BULL  AGAINST  THEM— “EFFORTS  OF  BEXRY  TO  SUPPRESS  AND 
DESTROY  THEM* 

T  ywdale’s  writings  were  obnoxious  to  the  popish  clergy ,  because 
he  attacked  and  demolished  that  stronghold  of  popery , — a  pre¬ 
tended  authority  of  the  Church,  on  the  plea  of  immediate  and 
continued  descent  from  the  apostles,  and  their  claim  of  being  the 
depositary  of  traditions,  alleged  to  be  of  equal  authority  with 
the  scriptures,  as  the  rule  of  faith.  Tyndale,  in  the  Practice 
of  Prelates,  proves  that  this  plea  has  no  foundation; — that 
it  was  many  hundred  years  after  Christianity  was  founded, 
and  had  extended  her  genial  influence,  before  the  papists  were 
conceived ;  and  that  it  was  the  work  of  several  centuries  to 
strengthen  and  prepare  that  baneful  system  for  the  desolation  of 
Europe  which  it  occasioned,  not  only  by  cnisades  and  the  horrors 
of  war,  but  by  that  dismal  prostration  of  intellect  to  what  was  called 
holy  church  and  her  dogmas.  If  inquiry  was  ventured  upon  ,  it 
was  silenced  with  this  reason  of  faith — so  tire  church  believes,  and 
because  she  believes  that  the  fathers  believed  it,  you  must  there¬ 
fore  believe  it,  or  be  deemed  a  heretic  and  suffer  death.  This 
mode  of  argument  is  seriously  commended  for  its  efficacy  in  driv¬ 
ing  away  the  fiend.  “This  is  the  faith  of  that  cooliar:  which 
being  at  point  of  deathe,  and  tempted  of  the  deuill  what  his  faith 
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was,  awnswered,  I  belcuc  and  die  in  the  faith  of  Christes  church. 
Being  againe  demaunded  what  the  faith  of  Christ  his  church  was, 
that  taitli,  saied  he,  that  I  beleue  in.  Thus  the  deuil  getting'  no 
other  awnswer  of  the  simple  man,  was  ouercomed  and  put  to 
flight.”*  The  same  learned  doctor  assigns  as  his  reason  for  not 
allowing  a  translation  of  scripture :  “  For  precious  Btones  ought 
not  to  be  cast  before  hogges,  and  such  of  all  likelihod  are  the  laye 
ignorant  people.”  An  odd  idea  of  the  priest,  for  the  natural 
result  must  be,  his  christening  the  little  pigs,  and  celebrating  the 
mass  to  the  larger  swine. 

Such  was  the  system  in  which  Tyndale  had  been  educated. 
T1  »e  I ight  of  Scripture  had  gradually  dispersed  the  gross  darkness 
which  had  overshadowed  his  own  mind,  and  he  was  animated  with 
an  earnest  desire  that  the  same  light  should  shine  upon  his  native 
country.  The  great  object  of  his  writings  was  to  excite  honest, 
rational  inquiry,  guided  by  the  Bible.  At  times  he  indulged  in 
justifiable  raillery.  He  thus  ridicules  abstinence :  “  A  Charter 
House  monk  would  rather  dye  than  eat  flesh,  but  he  loves  the 
strongest  ale  or  beer  heated  with  spices,  and  pours  it  in  without 
measure.”  In  the  observance  of  holy  days  “  will  he  kepe  so  straight, 
(hal  if  lie  uicete  a  flee  in  his  bed  he  dare  not  kill  her,”  but  he 
neither  knows  nor  cares  why  the  day  is  kept.  In  the  multitude 
of  ceremonies  he  is  always  in  fear:  for  if  without  a  stole  about  his 

of 

neck  he  were  to  say  mass,  the  wafer  would  not  be  consecrated ;  if 
lie  gave  absolution,  it  were  not  worth  a  mite:  so  their  praying  to 
posts,  domme  pateryng  and  howlyng ;  domme  straunge  holy  ges¬ 
tures  ;  these  all  mark  a  fleshlic  spirituaiitie,  which  for  eight  hundred 
vears  has  been  established  with  lies.”+ 

V  1 

When  he  had  accomplished  his  most  important  object  in  printing 
theNewTestamcnt,  very  great  difficulties  were  encountered  in  circu¬ 
lating  volumes  prohibited  by  such  severe  pains  and  penalties ;  but 
the  determined  spirit  of  the  reformers  overcame  them  all.  Sir  T. 
M  ore  complains  of  the  numbers  imported.  “  Why ch  bokes  all  be 
yt  that  they  ncythcr  can  be  there  printed  without  great  coste,  nor 

*  Htapliilus’  Apologie,  translated  by  Stapleton,  4to.  1565,  pp.  53  and  04. 

t  Reply  to  Sir  Tho.  More,  Preface* 

E  2 
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here  solde  wythout  great  aduenture  and  parell ;  yet-  ceaee  they  not 
with  mony  sent  from  hense,  to  prente  tliem  there  and  send  them 
hytlier  by  y®  whole  fattes  full  at  once,  and  in  some  places  lokyngc 
for  noo  lucre,  caste  them  abrode  by  nyght.”  Constantine,  when 
in  prison,  contrived  by  giving  up  some  of  the  books  to  relax  the 
vigilance  of  his  persecutors,  and  made  his  escape.  “  He  deuysed 
how  those  deuylysshe  bokes  whychc  hvmself  and  hys  felowes 
hadde  brought  and  shypped,  myghte  come  to  the  byshoppes 
handes  to  be  burned.  And  therfore  he  shewed  me  the  shypmannes 
name  that  had  them,  and  the  merkes  of  the  fcrdellys,  by  whych  1 
haue  sinnys  hys  escape  receyued  them.”*  Information  was  laid 
against  R.  A-Vebbe  of  Bristol,  “  that  some  of  these  peaty  lent  bookes 
were  throwen  in  the  strete  and  lefte  at  mennys  dores  by  nyght,  that 
where  they  durstc  not  offer  theyr  poyson  to  sell,  they  wolde  of 
theyr  cheryte  poyson  men  for  nought.  ”f 

John  Fox,  the  martyrologist,  observes,  that  “  the  bookes  of  W. 
Tindal  being  compiled,  published,  and  sent  to  England,  it  cannot 
be  spoken  what  a  doore  of  light  they  opened  to  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  English  nation,  which  before  were  many  yeares  shutvp  in 
darkenesse.”  The  effect  they  produced,  shook  the  pope,  and 
alarmed  the  king  and  his  council.  The  kind  permission  of  the 
Bishop  of  London  opened  to  me  the  archives  of  his  diocese  during 
these  troublous  times,  and  to  my  great  surprise  1  found,  that  the 
fame  of  TyndaJe  had  reached  Rome  probably  before  it  was  known 
to  Henry  the  Eighth.  The  thunders  of  the  Vatican  were  launched 
against  him  so  early  as  1520.  In  the  records  of  Bishop  TonstaJ)  is 
preserved  a  bull  dated  July  17,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  pontificate 
of  Leo,  on  seven  closely-written  lolios,  against  Luther  and  his  sect. 
At  the  end  of  this  formidable  instrument,  which  denounces  torment 
here  and  eternal  fire  hereafter  against  those  dread  heretics,  is  a  list, 
of  their  names  in  the  following  order : — Lutliero,  Lambertus,  Po- 
meranus,  Zuynglius,  CEcolampadius,  Bucerus,  Melanthonus,  Ca- 
rolastadius,  Brentius,  Jonas,  Westeinerus,  Hedendorphius,  Johnes 
Agricola,  Vrbanus  Regius,  Brestem&nning,  Andreas  Knopken,  Si- 


More* a  Confutation,  Preface,  pt*  l. 


t  Cmiflitatiott,  pi.  2,  p.  40$. 
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mon  Hessus,  Johues  Wyltkyrk,  Otton  Brymsellius,  Willmus  Tyn¬ 
dall,  Willmus  Roy  apostata,  Ricus  Bryghtwell.  The  three  last 
names  are  linked  together  with  a  note  on  the  right  hand,  Angli ; 
and  on  the  left,  Ordvies  frm  minor  de  obsuacia  de  Grenewyche. 
All  these  are  names  worthy  of  our  grateful  remembrance:  of  the 
Englishmen,  Tyudale  justly  takes  the  lead.  More  calls  him 
“  this  blessed  apostle  of  these  apostates.”*  In  these  records  is  also 
preserved  a  proclamation  issued  in  the  21st  of  Henry  VIII.  (1529,) 
declaring  the  royal  determination  to  execute  with  rigour  all  the 
laws  against  hcreticks.  It  sets  forth,  “  that  l>ooks  in  English  and 
Latin  have  been  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom  replete  with 
most,  venomous  heresies,  blasphemies  and  slaunders  intollerable  to 
the  clone  earns  of  any  good  christen  man;”  and  the  king  com¬ 
mands  all  his  Ionia,  spiritual  and  temporal,  judges,  justices  of 
the  peace,  sheriffs,  maiores,  bay liffes,  constables,  and  other  his 
officers  and  ministers,  and  all  his  subjects,  to  prevent  any  person 
from  preaching  or  teaching  without  license,  and  to  cause  all  such 
liooks  to  be  brought  in,  on  pain  of  immediate  imprisonment  and 
punishment  for  heresy.  The  proclamation  finishes  with  a  list  of 
•about  ninety  Latin  and  eighteen  English  books,  first  the  Newe 
Testament,  followed  by  eleven  other  books  written  by  Tyndale. 

In  the  library  at  Lambeth  Palace  is  an  original  state  document 
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copy  is  in  the  records  of  the  venerable  YVarham,)  which  very 
strikingly  exhibits  the  extraordinary  effect  that  the  writings  of 
Tyndale  had  upon  the  imperious  Henry  and  his  clergy.  The 
New  Testament  in  English,  and  a  few  little  books  published 
by  a  pious  preacher  in  exile,  disquieted  the  mighty  monarch  of  a 
great  nation,  and  deeply  excited  Ins  nobles.  Although  the  effect 
they  produced  was  not  so  sudden,  yet  it  appears  to  have  been  as 
deep  and  alarming  as  the  hand-writing  upon  the  wall  was  to  Bcl- 
teshazzat  and  bis  courtiers.  The  martyrologlst  Fox,  who  was  an 
eye-witness  of  these  scenes,  declares  that  Tyndale’s  books  pro¬ 
duced  such  singular  profit  to  the  godly,  and  envy  to  the  ungodly, 
that  the  commotion  to  destroy  them  was  “  like  as,  at  the  birth  of 
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Christ,  Herod  and  all  Jerusalem  was  troubled  witli  him.  ”  Henry 
had  al>olished  the  Pope’s  jurisdiction  in  England,  but  he  still 
cherished  popery  as  the  best  means  of  preserving  arbitrary  power. 
The  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  he  saw  would  be  the  forerunner 
of  the  downfal  of  the  popish  church  in  England.  That  system, 
weighed  in  the  balances  of  God's  word,  was  found  wanting ;  and 
if  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Romish  church,  belief  without 
investigation,  gave  place  to  honest  inquiry,  Henry  might  justly 
conclude,  that  the  people,  emancipated  from  religious  slavery, 
would  with  injurious  haste  shake  off  their  political  chains,  lie 
therefore  exerted  all  the  energies  of  his  powerful  mind  to  extirpate 
books  so  much  at  variance  with  cruel  or  unjust  laws  and  arbitrary 
domination. 

The  document  which  suggested  these  observations,  occupies 
eight  skin3  of  parchment,  closely  written  on  both  sides  in  a  very 
neat  and  small  character,  dated  May  28,  1530.  It  was  published 
in  presence  of  the  king,  his  council,  and  a  convocation  of  clergy, 
at  the  palace  of  Westminster,  adjoining  to  the  chamber  of  the 
parliament,  and  witnessed  with  the  attestations  and  seals  of  the 
three  parliamentary  notaries ;  these  imposing  solemnities  are  di¬ 
rected  against  the  writings  of  William  Tyndalc  I 

The  document  commences  with  a  solemn  appeal  to  God,  and 
“  to  all  trew  and  faithful  cristen  people and  it  then  sets  forth, 
that  the  King,  “  hearing  that  many  books  in  the  English  tonge 
containing  many  detestable  errors  and  dampnable  opynyons. 
prynted  in  parties  beyonde  the  see,  to  be  brought  into  diuerse 
townes  and  sondrie  parties  of  this  his  realme  of  Englande,  and 
sawen  abrodc  in  the  same,  to  the  great  decaye  of  our  faith o 
and  perylous  corrupcion  of  his  people,  vnlcs  spedye  retnedye 
were  breuelie  prouided.  That  his  subiectes  myght  kepe  pure  and 
clene  of  all  contagion  of  wronge  opynion  in  Cristes  religion,  and 
that  he  was  full  lothe  to  suffre  suche  euill  sede  sowen  amongest  his 
people,  soo  to  take  roote,  that  it  myght  ouergrowc  the  cornc  of  the 
Catholicke  fayth.”  It  goes  on  to  state,  that  his  majesty,  having 
collected  those  books,  sent  them  to  his  council,  prelates,  and  divers 
learned  men  of  both  universities  and  others,  with  instructions  tl  iat 
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they  should  read  them,  and  be  prepared  conscientiously  to  give  their 
opinions  as  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  them,  and  to  be  ready 
to  support  such  opinions  by  extracts  from  the  said  books ;  —that 
this  council  met  at  the  king’s  palace  at  Westminster,  consisting 
of  the  lord  legate,  archbishops,  bishops,  and  learned  men ;  and 
that  they  came  to  an  unanimous  conclusion,  that  all  the  said 
books  contain  “  many  erroures  and  heresyes  both  detestable  and 
damnable  ” — “  which  bokes  doo  swarme  full  of  heresies  and 
detestable  opynyons.”  Each  heresy  is  then  engrossed  at  length 
on  the  deed.  As  our  limits  will  not  allow  of  the  insertion  of  the 
whole,  we  have  selected  the  first  which  is  written  against  each 
l>ook,  and  given  the  total  number. 

The  Wicked  Mammon  contains  thirty  heresies — 1st.  Faith  only 
doth  justify  us.  The  Obedience  of  a  Christian  Man,  twenty- 
five  heresies — Whatsoever  is  done  before  the  Spirit  of  God  givetli 
light  is  condemnable — Purgatory  ys  of  the  popys  inuentyou,  and 
therfore  he  may  doo  thcr  what  so  euer  he  wyil — No  man  may  be 
h  i  red  to  pray .  The  Revelation  of  Ant  ten  rist,  forty-nine  here¬ 
sies — To  byndc  a  man  perpetually  to  any  vow  of  religion  is  without 
doubt  an  error — Not  only  the  Pope  ys  wycked,  but  the  popedom- 
self,  and  the  offyee  ys  yniquyte,  and  ys  suche  a  power  that  yt 
suppressytii  the  fhythc  and  gosple,  and  cannot  be  admynystered 
bv  a  good  pry  nee,  but  by  the  aduersarye  of  Chryste* — All 
i  lunges  necessarye  are  declared  in  the  Newe  Testament — The 
Newe  Testament  of  Criste  will  not  suffre  any  lawe  of  compulsion, 
bui  oonly  of  counsel!  and  exhortation.  [These  noble  sentiments 
are  declared  l>y  the  Roman  Catholic  church  to  be  detestable  and 
dampnable  heresies!!!]  The  Sum  of  Scripture,  ninety-two 
heresies— The  water  of  the  fonte  hath  noo  more  vertue  in  it 
than  Jiath  the  water  of  a  ryuer — We  be  all  equally  bounde  to 
knowe  the  Gospells  and  the  Epistclls  of  Saintc  Powle — Men 
should  see  that  their  childem  come  to  church  to  here  sermon 


9  fn  the  original  document,  this  heresy  is  obliterated ;  1  have  copied  it  by  the  aid  of 
the  transcript  in  the  records.  That  which  was  heresy  in  1530,  and  punishable  with  a 
cruel  death,  fii.  tn  spook  against  the  pope,  wm  declared  by  act  of  parliament  in  1534 
to  bo  sound  doctrine.  Heresy  is  &  strange  thing. 
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The  Gospell  is  written  for  all  persons,  estates,  dukes,  princes, 
pope,  emperour.”  Tub  Book  of  Beggars — That  there  is  noo 
purgatory,  but  it  is  a  thinge  invented  by  the  covetousness  of  the 
spiritual  tee  oonly,  to  translate  all  kingdoms  from  other  princes  unto 
them — And  that  there  is  not  oon*  worde  spoken  of  it  in  all  Holyc 
Scripture.  The  Exposition  into  the  seventh  chapitre  of  the  First 
Epistill  to  the  Corvnthians,  contains  these  heresies — -Vows  of  chas¬ 
tity  may  be  broken — Fasting  notan  exclusion  of  meat  and  drink — 
that  Paul  had  a  wife — that  Saintc  Pawle  saith,  that  he  ought 
to  be  chosen  for  to  be  a  bishop,  that  is  the  husbande  of  oon 
wyfe.  ”  In  this  it  is  difficult  to  discover  which  this  learned  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Romish  church  charged  with  heresy,  Paul  or  Tyndale. 
The  deed  goes  on  to  say,  “  All  which  great  er rours  and  pestilen t 
heresies  being  contagious  and  dampnable  with  all,  the  bokes  con- 
teyning  the  same,  with  the  translation  also  of  Scripture,  corrupted 
by  William  Tyndall,  as  well  in  the  Olde  Testament  as  in  the 
Newe,  the  kinges  hyghnes,  with  the  assent  of  the  prelates  and 
universities,  has  detyrmined  vtterlyc  to  be  expelled,  rejected,  and 
putt  away  out  of  the  liandes  of  his  people.  And  the  king  orders 
all  preachours  in  his  realme  to  publish  the  commands  of  his  high¬ 
ness  in  a  bill  to  be  read  in  every  church  and  chapel  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  during  divine  service.  This  bill  sets  forth  the  king's  zeal 
for  his  people’s  happiness,  and  that,  having  found  that  certain 
books  were  distributed  through  the  realme,  he  had  collected  them, 
and  had  required  the  opinion  of  his  prelates  aud  learned  men,  to 
know  whether  they  were  agreablc  to  Goddis  woorkes  and  doctrvne 
or  noo; — that,  after  free  deliberation,  the  whole  of  these  lerncd  men 
had  determined  that  these  books  conteync  fals  traditions,  and 
corrupte  doctrine,  and  pernicious  heresies,  to  the  destruct  ion  of 
the  soulcs  of  good  cristen  men. — 1  therfore  wame  and  monyshe 
you  by  the  woordes  of  Cryste,  Take  liedc  of  fals  prophettes. 
Wherfore  yowe  that  have  the  bookes  called  Thobedience  of  a 
Crysten  Man — The  Sum  of  Scripture — The  Rcuelation  of  Anti- 
erist — The  Supplication  of  Beggars— Manunona — The  Matry- 
niony  of  Tyndale — The  Ncwe  Testament  in  Englishe,  of  the 
translation  whiche  is  nowe  prynted,  detest  them  ;  abhorre  them  ; 
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kepe  them  not  in  your  Imndcs ;  deliuer  them  to  the  superiourcs 
sucke  as  call  for  them.  And  if  by  reading  of  them  heretofore, 
any  thinge  reinanytli  in  your  breeats  of  that  teching,  either 
forget  it,  or  by  onformacion  of  the  truthe,  expelle  it  and  purge 
hit  to  the  entent  that  ye  soo  purytied  and  ciensed  of  that  con¬ 
tagious  doctryne  and  pestiferous  tradicions,  may  be  fytte  and 
apte  to  reccyve  and  reteyne  the  true  doctryne  and  vnderstanding 
of  Cristes  lawes,  to  the  comforthe  and  edificacion.  of  your  soules. 
Thus  1  move  and  exhorte  you  in  God  to  do.  This  is  your  duty  to 
do.  This  yc  ought  to  dou.  And  being  obstinate  and  denyinge 
or  refusing  this  to  doo,  the  prelates  of  the  churche  having  the 
cure  and  charge  of  your  soules,  owght  to  compell  you,  and  your 
prince  to  punysh  you  and  correct  you  not  doing.  Vnto 
whom,  as  Saint  Powle  saith,  the  sword e  is  given  by  Goddes 
ordinance  for  that  purpose.  It  is  added,  that  an  opinion  having 
been  spread  abroad,  that  the  king  was  bound  to  give  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  his  people  in  their  own  language,  he  had  taken  the 
advice  of  these  prelates  and  nobles,  who  declare  that  he  is  not 
Ixmnd  to  do  so;  but  that  he  will  have  the  New  Testament  trans¬ 
lated,  and  if  the  people  are  meke  and  submissive,  and  he  thinks 
that  it  will  conduce  to  their  good,  he  will  give  it  to  them. 

'rhis  decree  was  calculated  to  serve  as  a  general  search-warrant 
to  examine  everv  mau’s  house  for  the  forbidden  books,  from  the 

4r  / 

palace  to  the  hovel.  Where  discovered,  the  penalty  was  awfully 
severe:  as  in  the  case  of  Harding,  a  tormenting  death  too  often 
aggravated  by  refined  cruelty.  It  is  surprising  that  any  of  these 
books  have  l>ccn  handed  down  to  us.  Most  of  them  still  exist, 
and  mocking  the  impotent  power  which  sought  their  destruction, 
they  form  an  imperishable  monument  to  the  talent  and  piety  of 
the  truly  illustrious  Tyndale  ;  while  they  form  an  equally  striking 
monument,  to  the  infamy  and  disgrace  of  those  who  sought  to 
destroy  works  replete  with  exalted  sentiments,  because  they 
promoted  emancipation  from  a  system  the  essence  of  which  is 
spiritual  slavery. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret,  to  find  among  the  names  ap¬ 
pended  to  the  deed,  as  members  of  this  council,  one  who  after- 

worrit*  eti  rn  n  rl  w  ivIaiyi  fnr  tfip  vnru  puucn  wtupli  ltdro 
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condemns.  Hugh  Latimer  then  consented  to  the  destruction 
of  Tyndale,  as  Saul  did  to  the  martyrdom  of  the  amiable  and 
pious  Stephen.  Sir  Thomas  More  was  a  principal  actor  in  this 
business;  and  he  thus  describes  the  solemnities  with  which  this 
deed  received  the  royal  assent  :* — “  In  liysownc  moste  roiall  per¬ 
son,  in  the  sterre  chamber,  moste  eloquently  by  hys  owne  mouth, 
in  greate  presence  of  hys  lordes  spyrytuall  and  temporall,  gave 
monycyon  and  warnynge  to  all  the  iustyccs  of  peace,  of  euery 
quarter  of  hys  realmc  then  assembled  byfore  hys  hyglmes,  to  be 
by  them  in  theyr  cuntrees  to  all  hys  people  declared,  and  dyd 
prohybyte  and  forbydde,  vppon  greate  paynes,  the  bryngynge  in, 
redynge,  and  kepynge  of  any  of  those  pcrnycyousc  poysened 
bookes,  to  the  entent  that  euery  subjet  of  hys,  by  the  meane  of 
suche  manyfolde  effectual  warnynge,  wyth  hys  gracyouse  remys- 
syon  of  theyr  former  offence  in  hys  commaundemcnt  before 
broken,  sholde  from  thense  forthe  auoyde  and  estyew  the  pare  1 1 
and  daunger  of  punyshement,  and  not  dreue  hys  hyglmesse  of 
necessyte  to  the  thynge  from  whyche  the  myldetiesse  of  hys 
benygnef  nature  abhorreth/’ 

In  June,  1530,  the  King  issued  a  proclamation,  setting  forth, 
that,  with  the  advice  of  the  primates  and  learned  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  books  of  Tyndale  had  been  examined, 
and  found  to  contain  pestiferous  errors  and  blasphemies,  and  or¬ 
daining  that  they  should  be  taken  of  all  men  for  books  of  hcresie, 
and  worthy  to  be  put  in  perpetual  oblivion.  Henry  commands  his 
subjects  to  deliver  up  all  such  books  within  fifteen  days.  The 
judges,  justices,  constables,  and  all  officers  are  ordered  to  seize  all 
those  who  refuse  to  deliver  such  books,  or  arc  suspected  to  keep 
them,  and  to  bring  them  before  the  king  and  his  council,  that  they 
may  be  corrected  and  punished  for  their  contempt,  to  the  terrible 
example  of  oilier  like  transgressors.  The  proclamation  declares, 
that  it  is  not  expedient  for  the  people  to  have  the  Sciutturks  in 
Engzjsh,  and  decrees  that  they  are  books  of  iieresif.,  and  shal 
be  clerely  exterminated  and  exiled  out  of  this  realme  of  England 

*  Preface  to  the  Confutation  of  Tyndale. 

+  Sir  Thomas  More,  within  three  years,  bitterly  tasted  the  mildness  of  his  royal 
master**  heultrn  nature,  bv  beine  cruelly  »ut  to  death ! 
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for  ever.  It  also  extends  the  prohibition  to  the  same  books  in 
“  Douch”  (German)  and  French.  This  proceeding  justifies  the 
character  given  of  his  persecutors  by  Tyndale:  he  calls  them 
“  fleslily-mindcd  hypocrites,  as  making  die  Scripture  theire  own 
possession  and  merchandize,  and  so  shutting  up  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  which  is  God’s  word,  neither  entring  themselves,  nor 
suffering  them  that  would.*'* 

Every  effort  of  human  wit,  in  addition  to  such  cruel  laws,  was 
exhausted  against  these  books.  The  usual  intimidation  was  the 
fear  of  burning,  both  here  and  hereafter.  More  indulged  his 
readers  with  a  peep  into  the  regions  of  terror,  to  frighten  the 
poor  Papists  from  inquiries  after  truth.  “  Tewkesbury  would 
not  have  been*  martyred  yf  Tyndales  vngracyouse  bokes  had 
neucr  come  in  hys  hande,  for  whych  the  pore  wreche  lyeth  now 
in  hell,  and  crycth  out  on  him;  and  Tyndall,  yf  he  do  not 
amende  in  tyme,  he  is  lyke  to  fynde  hym  when  they  come  togy- 
ther,  an  hote  fyrebrondc  burnynge  at  hys  bakke,  that  all  the 
water  in  the  worlde  wyll  neuer  he  able  to  quench. f  Then  haue 
we  Jonas  made  out  by  Tyndale,  a  boke  that  whoso  delyte 
therein,  shall  stande  in  parell  that  Jonas  was  neuer  so  swalowed 
vppe  wyth  the  whale,  as  by  the  delyte  of  that  booke  a  monnes 
soule  maye  be  so  swalowed  vppe  by  the  deuyll,  that  he  shall 
neuer  haue  the  grace  to  gete  out  agayne.”J 
Tills  prologue  is  of  considerable  length,  and  is  ironically  severe, 
by  showing  the  wicked  conduct  of  the  Jewish  priests  in  our 
Lord's  days,  and  the  parallel  conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
teachers.  It  contains  a  clear  exhibition  of  Tyndale's  religious 
sentiments.  “If  thou  find  ought  araisse,  when  thou  seist  thy 
selfe  in  the  glasse  of  God's  Worde,  thynke  it  compendious  wis- 
dome,  t  o  amende  the  same  betymes,  monished  and  warned  by  the 
ensample  of  other  men,  rather  than  to  tary  vntil  thou  be  beaten 
also.”  He  calls  the  whale’s  belly  a  new  schole  in  which  Jonas 
lost  much  of  his  dross — and  exhibits  him  as  a  warning.  “  And 
wyth  Jonas  let  them  that  wayte  on  vanities,  and  seke  God  here 

•  Prologue  to  Jonas. 

t  V refarti  to  the  Confutation  of  Tyndale. 

t  This  treatise  ia  published  in  every  edition  of  Tyndale’s  Biblo.  The  original 
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and  there,  and  in  euery  tempi,  saue  in  thcyr  hertcs; — go  and 
seke  the  testament  of  God  in  thyne  hart  ” — “  and  when  the  rage 
of  thy  conscience  is  ceased,  offer  thanksgeuing  and  paye  the  vowe 
of  thy  baptisme,  that  God  only  saueth  of  his  only  mercy — ascribe 
the  cause  of  thy  tribulacion  vnto  thyne  ownc  synne,  and  the 
cause  of  thy  dely iterance  vnto  the  morcye  of  God.” 

The  Lord  Chancellor  takes  advantage  also  of  the  superstitious 
fears  of  the  ignorant.  It  happened  that  at  this  period  the  coun¬ 
try  suffered  under  a  severe  famine,  attended  by  great  mortality. 
This  the  enlightened  More  attributes  to  Tyndale's  heretical 
books;  and  he  predicts  that  for  this  heresy  the  Almighty  would 
send  wars,  sickness,  and  mortality.* 

At  other  limes,  ridicule  and  raillery  are  tried,  to  aid  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  tottering  hierarchy— “  Ncucr  wus  made  a  more 
folyshe  frantyque  boke  than  the  Wycked  Mammon.”  “  Then 
hauc  ye  an  exposycyon  also  vppon  the  VII  chapyter  of  Coriu- 
thyes,  by  whyche  prest.es,  freres,  monkes,  and  nonnes  be  taught 
that  euangelical  lyberty,  that  they  may  runne  out  a  caterwaw- 
ynge,  and  so  wow  and  wedde.”  f 

Tyndale  had  now  settled  at  Antwerp,  as  chaplain  to  ilte  com¬ 
pany  of  English  merchants.  Wherever  he  went,  his  unaffected 
piety  and  amiable  manners  secured  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him ;  and  although  he  sustained  a  public  character,  liis  abode 
was  for  some  time  veiled  from  his  powerful  enemies,  who  hud 
long  doomed  the  persecuted  exile  to  death.  He  was  thus  shielded 
for  four  years  against  all  their  machinations. 

During  this  perilous  time  he  compiled  a  short  treatise  on  the 
sacrament,  severely  condemning  the  absurdities  and  idolatry 
of  the  mass ;  but,  fearing  that  it  might  offend  some  weak  dis¬ 
ciples,  lie  withheld  it  from  the  press,  and  it  was  not  printed 
until  after  his  martyrdom. 

With  respect  to  all  his  tracts  and  treatises.  Fox  quaintly  but 
justly  says,  they  are  “  no  lesse  delectable  than  also  most  fruitfull 
to  be  read .  ’ 

•  Preface  to  tli©  Confutation. 

t  More  indulged  in  very  indelicate  jokes  upon  the  vicious  conduct  and  profligate 
concubinage  of  the  clergy >  but  their  getting  married  excited  his  unbounded  abhor¬ 
rence  and  anger. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

M  In  the  rare  roll  of  martyrs  we  do  find 
Famous  John  Frith,  an  Englishman  by  nature ; 

Who,  from  his  youth>  adorn’d  his  education 
With  promptitude  of  wit,  and  other  parts. 

Whereby  he  flourish’d  both  In  tongues  and  arts.*1 

Qua  it  lbs. 

INEFFECTUAL  ATTEMPTS  TO  ALLURE  TYNDALE  TO  ENGLAND — HIS 

SEVERE  PRtVATIOXfl — HENRY’S  ANGRY  LETTER  TO  Hlfi  ENVOY - 

MARTYRDOM  OF  THE  AU1ARLE  FRITH. 

Tiif.  emissaries  of  Henry,  Cardinal  Wolsey,  and  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  were  at  this  time  using  their  utmost  efforts  to  bring  Tyndale 
to  England,  that,  by  cutting  short  his  life,  the  light  of  Scripture 
might  be,  us  they  vainly  hoped,  extinguished.  The  principal  agent 
employed  to  effect  this,  was  the  British  envoy  in  the  Low  Countries, 
Stephen  Vaughan.  The  first  communication  from  him  which  ! 
have  been  able  to  discover,  is  a  letter  to  his  master,  Henry  VIII., 
dated  January  2(i,  1530,  from  the  town  of  Barrough,  near 
Antwerp.  From  this  it  appears  that  Tyndale  had  not  taken  up 
his  residence  in  the  Low  Countries  at  that  time,  so  that,  to  open 
a  correspondence  with  him,  letters  were  addressed  to  three  dif¬ 
ferent  cities  in  Germany,  He  was  aware  of  the  determined  aim 
of  his  enemies  to  destroy  him,  and,  like  a  hunted  hart,  concealed 
himself  from  his  pursuers.  The  Envoy,  having  addressed  his 
Majesty  on  political  affairs,  thus  introduces  the  subject  of  our 
memoir.*  “  1  have  written  three  sondry  letters  vnto  Willyam 
Tyndall,  and  the  same  sent  for  the  more  suretie  to  iii  several 
places;  to  Frankforde,  Hamborough,  and  Maryborough.  I 

9  Thr3P  paper*  are  in  the  British  Museum.  I  have  published  every  word  con¬ 
tained  in  them  relative  to  TrmJtric. 
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then  nott  assured  in  which  of  the  same  lie  was  and  had  veray 
good  hope,  after  I  harde  say  in  Englande  that  he  wolde, 
upon  tlic  promise  of  your  magestie  and  of  your  most  gracious 
salue  conducte,  be  content  to  repayre  and  cum  into  England, 
that  I  shulde  partly  therwith,  and  partly  with  such  other  per- 
swasions  as  1  then  devised  in  my  said  letters,  and  fynally,  with 
a  promyse  which  I  made  hym,  that  whatsoever  suretie  lie  wolde 
reasonably  desire  for  his  safe  coming  in  and  going  out  of  your 
Realme,  my  friends  shulde  labour  to  have  the  same  graunted  by 
your  magistie.  that  now  the  bTUte  and  fame  of  suclie  thinges 
(as  si  the  my  wrytyng  to  hym)  hathe  chaunccd  within  your 
Realme,  shulde  provoke  the  man  not  only  to  be  mynded  to 
the  contrary  of  that,  whereunto  I  had  thought  without  diffi- 
cultie  to  have  easily  brought  him,  but  also  to  suspect  my  j>er- 
swasions  to  be  made  to  his  more  parell  and  daungicr,  then,  as 
1  thynke  if  he  were  verily  perswaded  and  put  before  you,  your 
most  gracious  benygnytie  and  piteous  regarde  natural  1  custome 
alwayse  liad  towardes  your  humble  subjectcs  considered ,  and 
specially  to  those,  which  knowlaging  theyr  offences,  shall  humbly 
requyre  your  most  gracious  pardon,  he  shall  never  have  nede  so 
doc  or  feare.  Lyke  as  your  magestie,  as  well  by  his  letters  written 
with  his  owen  hande,  sent  to  me  for  answer  of  my  sayde  letters, 
as  also  by  the  copie  of  another  letter  of  his  answering  some  other 
person  whom  your  magestie  had  commanded  to  perswade  by  like 
meanys,  may  playnly  apperceyue —  whiche  letters  like  as  toge¬ 
ther  I  receyued  from  these  parties,  so  sende  1  herwith  enclosed 
to  your  highnes.”  This  communication  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter  to  Lord  Cromwell,  in  which  he  says,  “  It  is  vnlikely  to 
gett  Tyndall  into  England  when  he  dayly  hereth  so  many  thinges 
from  thense  whiche  fearetli  hym.  After  his  booke  answering  my 
lord  chancillor’s  boke  be  put  fourthe,  I  thinke  he  wyll  wryte 
no  more.  The  max  is  of  a  gretter  knowlege  then  the 
kynge  highnes  Dorn  take  him  for,  whiche  well  appereth 
by  his  workes-  Wolde  god  he  were  in  Englande." 

The  letters  from  Tyndale  sent  to  the  King  by  his  envoy,  have 
not  yet  been  found.  Should  they  still  exist,  their  contents  must 
be  very  deeply  interesting. 
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Among  the  state  papers  is  preserved  part  of  a  well  written  and 
affecting  letter  from  one  of  the  King’s  emissaries,  who,  in  a  very 
singular,  and  even  romantic  manner,  obtained  an  interview  with 
T yndale.  The  courtier  found  himself  most  unexpectedly  in  the 
presence  of  his  long-sought  victim,  who  awed  him  with  his  dig- 
nified  purity  and  truth,  so  that,  in  answering  him,  he  tells  his 
royal  master  that  he  did  it  as  his  poor  wit  would  serve  him. 
The  letter  bears  every  mark  of  explicit  sincerity,  and  it  displays  in 
lively  colours  the  sufferings  of  this  great  man.  One  to  whom 
the  nation  is  so  deeply  indebted,  was  living  in  painful  and  peri¬ 
lous  concealment,  afflicted  with  hunger,  cold,  and  every  pri¬ 
vation,  aggravated  by  the  difficulties  thrown  in  his  way  to  prevent 
the  circulation '  of  the  Scriptures.  He  deeply  partook  of  the 
sorrows  of  David,  whose  tears  flowed  because  the  law  of  God 
was  despised.  Still,  the  great  object  for  which  he  cherished  life, 
was  not  yet  accomplished.  The  Dible  had  not  been  printed  and 
circulated  in  the  English  language.  The  king's  agent  thus 
writes : — 

“  Please  it  your  maiestie  to  be  advertised,  how  that  of 
late  I  obteyned  a  copie  of  one  parte  of  tyndalles  bokc, 
answerynge  to  the  boke  put  forth  by  my  lord  chancellor, 
whereof  immediatfy  I  gave  knoledge  to  my  Lord  Thomas 
Cromwell,  and  him  required  thereof  to  advertyse  your  High¬ 
ness  as  aperteyned ;  which  copie  beyng  rudely  writyn  enter- 
lynyd  and  difficult  to  be  red,  me  thowght  uncomly  and  not 
mete  in  so  vile  aray  to  be  sent  to  the  hands  of  your  lliail 
maicstc.  The  Regard  whereof  moved  me  to  write  it  ageyne  that 
it  rnyght  come  to  your  most  gracious  hands  the  more  legible 
and  easy  to  your  redyng,  which  parte  I  have  herewith  sent  vnto 
your  hyghnes,  thynkyng  that  the  matter  therein  conteynyd  (for 
the  modest  order  thereof)  In  regard  of  his  former  wrytyng,  will 
somewhat  better  like  you  then  some  other  of  his  works  which  he 
hath  with  lesse  advisement,  more  llashcnses  and  ruder  spirite  put 
forthe  before  this  tyme.  this  part  which  your  grace  receives  nowe 
is  but  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  his  hole  worke,  but  comprehendeth 
in  effect  the  substance  and  pithe  of  the  other  parts  where  he  par- 
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ticularly  answcreth  to  every  chapter  of  my  Ionics  booke  with 
suche  growndes  as  he  hathe  laid  in  his  first  part,  thow  he  vse  in  it 
a  larger  circumstance.  The  secondc  part  I  have  in  likewise  ob- 
teynyd  which  I  will  in  like  wise  write  and  send  unto  your  grace 
with  all  convynyent  spede  and  celerite.  the  day  before  the  date* 
hereof,  1  spake  with  Tyndall  withowt  the  town  of  Andwerp  and 
by  this  meanes.  He  sent  a  certeyne  person  to  seke  me,  whom  he 
had  advysed  to  say,  that  a  certeyne  frend  of  myne,  vnknowen  to 
the  messenger,  was  very  dcsirows  to  speke  with  me ;  praying  me 
to  take  paynes  to  go  unto  him  to  suchc  place  as  he  should  bryng 
me.  Then  I  to  the  messenger  (said)  what  is  your  fryend  and 
where  is  he  ?  His  name  I  know  not,  said  he,  but  if  it  be  your 
pleasure  to  go  where  he  is,  I  wilbc  glad  thidcr  to  bryng  you  :  thus 
dobtfull  what  this  matter  ment,  I  concluded  to  go  with  hym,  and 
folowed  hym  till  he  browght  me  withowt  the  gate  of  Andwerp  into 
a  feld  lying  nyglie  unto  the  streme,  where  was  abidyng  me  this 
said  Tyndall.  At  our  metyng,  do  you  not  knowe  me  ?  said  this 
Tyndall.  I  do  not  well  remember  you,  said  1  to  hym ;  my  name, 
said  he,  is  Tyndall.  But  Tyndall,  said  I,  fortunate  be  our 
metyng.  Then  Tyndall:  Sir,  I  have  bene  excedyng  desirous  to 
speke  with  you.  And  I  with  you ;  what  is  your  inynd.  Sir, 
said  he,  I  am  enformed  that  the  kynge’s  grace  taketh  great  dis- 
plcsurc  with  me  for  puttyng  furthe  of  certeyne  bokes  which 
I  lately  maid  in  these  partes,  but  specially  for  the  boke  namyd  the 
Practise  of  Prelates,  whereof  I  have  no  littell  marvaill  consideryng 
that  in  it  I  did  but  wame  his  grace  of  the  snbtyle  demeanor  of 
the  Clargy  of  his  Rcalmc  towardcs  his  person,  and  of  the  shameful) 
abusions  by  them  practised,  not  a  littell  threatnyng  the  displeasure 
of  his  grace  and  weale  of  his  Realme.  In  which  doyng,  I  shewed 
and  declared  the  harte  of  a  trew  subiect  which  sowght  the  saluc- 
gard  of  his  Riall  person  and  weale  of  his  commons,  to  tlientent 
that  his  grace  thereoff  wamyd  mygt  in  dewe  tyme  prepare  his  re¬ 
medies  against  the  subtyle  dreames.  If  for  my  paynes  theirin 
takyn.  Yf  for  my  pouertye.  Yf  for  myn  exilic  out  of  myn 


*  The  date  is  unfortunately  wanting. 
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nutura.11  contrcy,  and  beyng  absent  from  my  fryndes.  Yf  for  my 
hongar — my  thurst— my  cold — the  great  danger  wherewith  I  am 
every  where  compasyd — and  fynally  yf  for  innumerable  other  hard 
and  sharp  sicknesses  whiche  1  indure,  not  yet  feellyng  theyre 
asperitie  by  reson  I  hopyd  with  my  labors  to  doo  honor  to  God— 
trew  service  to  my  prynce,  and  plesure  to  his  commons,  how  ys 
yt  tliat  his  grace  this  consyderyng  may  ether  by  hymselfe  thyncke 
or  by  the  perswasions  of  wother,  be  browght  to  thyncke,  that  in  this 
doyng  I  sell  old  not  schow  a  pure  mynd,  a  trew  and  incorrupt 
zeale,  and  effeccyon  to  Ills  grace.  Was  there  in  me  any  suche 
myntle  when  I  warnyd  hys  grace  to  beware  of  his  cardinal! 
whose  iniquyte  he  schortly  after  approvyd  accordyng  to  my 
wrytyng  ?  Doth  this  deserve  hatered  ?  Ageyne,  may  his  grace, 
beyng  a  crysten  prynce,  be  so  vnkynd  to  God,  whiclie  bathe 
comimiundyd  his  word  to  be  spreddc  thorowgh  owght  the  world ; 
to  geve  more  faythe  to  the  wykkyd  perswasions  of  men,  whiche 
presumyng  above  Goddcs  wyssdom  and  contrary  to  that  whiche 
Cryst  expressly  comandetli  in  his  testament  dare  save,  thatt  yt  is 
not  lefull  for  the  pepoll  to  have  the  same  in  a  tonge  that  they  under¬ 
stood  because  the  puritie  thereof  schold  opyn  mens  ies  to  se  ther 
wvekydnes ! !  Is  there  more  danger  in  the  kynges  subgects  then  in 
the  subgectes  of'  all  other  princes,  wliiche  in  every  of  there  tongges 
have  the  same  under  pry  veleage  of  their  sutferaynse,  as  I  now  am, 
very  detk  ware  more  pleasaunt  to  me  then  lyffe,  consyderyng 
mans  nature  to  be  suche  as  can  bear  no  trewthe.  This,  after  a 


long  coinmunycation  had  betwene  us,  for  my  parte  makynge  an- 
swar  as  my  pore  wyt  wold  serve  me  whiche  war  to  long  to  write. 
1  savde  him  with  gentyll  perswasions  to  know  whether  he  wold 
come  into  Ingland  asertcynyng  hym  that  meanys  scliold  be  made 
v  f  he  thereto  were  mynded  with  owght  his  parell  or  dawnger  that  he 
myght  so  doo.  And  that  what  surety  he  wold  devyse  for  the 
same  purpoosc,  schold  by  labor  of  freynds  be  obteyned  of  your 
Magcstic  :  but  to  this  be  answerd  that  he  ne  wold  ne  dorste  come 
into  Ingland,  albeyt  your  grace  wold  promes  him  neversomuch 
the  surtye.  l?eryng  lest,  as  he  hath  before  wryttyn,  your  promise 
made  scholde  schortly  be  broken  by  the  perswasyon  of  the  clargye 
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whiche  wolde  aft'yrme  that  promyses  made  with  erytykes  ought 
not  to  be  kept.  After  this  he  told  me  how  he  had  fynyshed  a 
worke  agenst  my  Lord  ChanseUars  booke,  and  wold  not  put  it  in 
printe  till  suche  tyme  as  your  grace  had  sene  yt,  becawse  he  apper- 
sevyth  your  dysplesure  tow ardes  hym  for  hasty  puttyug  forthe  of 
his  other  werkes,  and  because  yt  schold  appere  that  he  is  not  of 
so  obstynate  mynd  as  he  thynketh  he  is  reported  unto  your  grace. 
This  is  the  substaunce  of  his  comunycasion  had  with  me,  whiche 
as  he  spake,  I  have  wryttyn  to  your  grace,  word  for  word,  as 
nye  as  I  cowldc  by  any  possible  meanys  bryng  to  remembraunce . 
My  trust,  therfore,  is  that  your  grace  will  not  but  take  my  labors 
in  the  best  part.  I  thowght  necessary  to  he  wrytten  unto  your 
grace.  After  these  wordys,  he  then  beyng  some  thyng  feurfull  of 
me,  lest  I  wold  have  parsuyd  hym,  and  drawyng  also  toward  os 
nyght,  he  toke  his  leve  of  me,  and  departed  from  the  towne,  and  I 
toward  the  towne,  saying  1  schold  schortly  peraventure  se  hym 
agayne,  or  yf  not,  here  from  hym.  Howbeyt,  T  suppose,  he  after¬ 
ward  retomyd  to  the  towne  by  a  nother  wey,  for  there  is  no 
Jyclyhed  that  he  schold  lodge  withought  the  towne,  hastie  to 
parsew  hym  I  was  not,  becawse  I  had  some  lyclyhod  to  speke 
schortly  agayne  with  hym,  and  in  perswing  hym,  I  myght  per- 
cliaunse  have  fayllyd  of  my  purpose,  and  put  my  selfe  in  dawnger. 
To  declare  to  your  magestie  what  in  my  pore  judgement  I  thynkc 
of  the  man,  1  asserteyne  your  grace  I  have  not  communed  with  a 

man  . .  The  remainder  of  this  interesting  puper  is  lost, 

but  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  a  high  character  was  given  of  the 
distressed  exile. 

Tyndale’a  Practice  of  Prelates,  to  which  he  alluded  in  this  con¬ 
versation  with  the  King’s  envoy,  was  printed  at  Marpurg,  by 
H.  Luft  in  1530.  It  is  an  admirably  condensed  history  of  the 
rise  and  spread  of  popery,  and  of  the  intriguing  practices  of 
the  Romish  hierarchy.  He  ascribes  the  desire  of  Henry  to  be 
divorced  from  his  faithful  queen  Catherine,  to  advice  instilled 
into  his  mind  by  his  confessor,  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  at  the  in¬ 
stigation  of  Cardinal  W olsey .  The  ulterior  design  was  to  bring 
about  the  marriage  of  Henry  to  the  French  princess ;  and,  by  the 


67 


Wttam  CmrtJaU. 

united  influence  of  the  two  crowns,  to  secure  an  open  road,  by 
which  the  cardinal  might  ascend  to  the  papal  see  and  triple 
crown,  in  which  case  Lincoln  would  have  been  advanced  to 
York.  Tyndale  most  decidedly  opposes  the  divorce,  by  learned 
and  unanswerable  arguments  drawn  from  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  Cod.  “  What  God  has  joined  together,  no  man,  not  even  the 
Pope,  can  lawfully  put  asunder.” 

Tyndale  was  contented  with  his  poor  apostle's  life,  although 
exposed  to  severe  privations ;  still  resisting  every  temptation  to 
wealth  and  honour,  preferring  the  wealth  of  a  pure  conscience, 
and  the  honour  of  untainted  principles,  with  exile  and  severe 
sufferings,  to  all  the  pomp  and  luxuries  of  affluence,  with  a 
guilty  conscience.  He  thus  apologizes  for  presuming  to  offer 
his  advice  to  Royalty.  “  Some  man  might  happlye  say,  that 
though  a  greate  man  wold  be  content  to  haue  his  deades  com- 

€r  • 

pared  vnto  the  lawes  of  God,  he  wold  disdayne  yet  to  have  so 
vyle  a  wretch  as  I  am,  to  dispute  of  them.  I  answerc  this  is 
not  my  faute,  but  Goddcs  will,  which  for  the  most  parte  euer 
choscst  of  the  vilest  to  confounde  the  gloriouse  which  not  onlye 
clothed  his  sonne  with  oure  vyle  nature,  but  made  him  also  of 
the  lowest  sorte  of  men,  euen  fyue  hundred  steppes  beneth  the 
degre  of  a  cardinale.  And  the  gloryous  scribes  and  the  pha- 
rises  for  all  their  holinesse  rebuked  not  Herod;  but  vile  Jhon 
the  Baptist,” 

Another  communication  relative  to  this  illustrious  exile,  is 
contained  in  a  letter  from  Sir  S.  Vaughan,  addressed  to  the 
King,  dated  May  20,  1531.  The  sentiments  of  Tyndale,  here 
communicated  to  Henry,  display  great  magnanimity ;  and  they 
are  expressed  in  language  which,  considering  his  suffering  state, 
is  deeply  affecting.  The  spirit  which  it  breathes  reminds  us  of 
the  devotion  of  the  apostle  Paul  to  his  nation,  as  exhibited  in  the 
epistle  to  the  Romans,  chapter  ix.  v.  3.  So  here,  Tyndale  was 
ready  to  be  accursed  for  his  nation,  to  suffer  torment  and  death, 
u{>ou  condition  that  his  countrymen  should  be  first  supplied  with 
the  bread  of  life, — the.  Bible  in  their  own  language.  The  letter 
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commences  with  some  political  affairs :  the  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  latter  part,  being  all  that  Tefers  to  Frith  and  Tyndalc. 

“  As  touching  a  yong  man  being'in  these  parts,  named  Frithe, 
of  whome  I  lately  advertised  your  magestyo  by  my  former  hi.tr es, 
and  whom  your  royall  magestie  giveth  me  in  commandement  withe 
frendly  parswasions  admonytiona  and  holsome  cownsayles  to 
aduertisc  to  leuc  hia  willfull  opinions  and  errours  and  to  re- 
turne  into  his  natiuc  contrcy.  I  shall  not  fayle  according?, 
vnto  your  most  gracious  commaundement  to  indevour  to  thutter 
most  of  my  power  to  perswade  hym  accordingly?,  so  sone  as  my 
chaunce  shalbe  to  mete  with  hym.  How  be  it  Z  am  informed 
that  he  very  lately  maryed  in  Hollande,  and  ther  dewllethe,  but 
in  what  place  I  cannot  tell ;  thys  manage  mayc  by  chaunce  hynder 
my  perswasions.  I  suppose  hym  tohauc  byn  thereunto  dry  urn 
throughe  pouuertie,  whiche  is  to  be  pitied,  his  qualities  considered. 
1  have  agaync  byn  in  hande  to  perswade  Tyndall,  and  to  draw 
hym  the  rather  to  favour  my  perswasions,  and  not  to  thinke  tin* 
same  fayned,  I  shewed  hym  a  clawse  contevned  in  maistcr 
Crumwell’s  Lettre,  conteynyngc  these  wordes  followinge.  And 
notwithstanding  other  the  premisses  in  tills  my  lettre  conteyned,  if 
.  it  were  possible,  by  good  and  holsom  exhortations  to  reconcile  and 
conuerte  the  sayde  Tyndall  from  the  trayne  and  affection  which? 
he  now  is  in,  and  to  excerpte,  and  take  away  the  opynyons  and 
fantasies  sorely  rooted  in  hym,  1  doubte  not  but.  the  kynge.  high- 
nes  wolde  be  muche  ioyous  of  his  oonuersion  and  amende ment. 
And  so  beinge  eonuerted,  if  then  he  wolde  rcturne  into  his  real  me, 
vndoubtedly  the  kinges  royall  magistie  is  so  inclined  to  rnereie, 
pitie,  and  compassion,*  that  he  Tcfusetlie  none  whiche  he  scythe  to 
submyt  themself  to  the  obedyence  and  good  order  of  the  world?. 
In  these  wordes  I  thought  to  be  suche  swetnes  and  vertue  as  were 
able  to  perse  the  hardest  harte  of  the  worldc.  And  as  1  thought, 
so  it  cam  to  passe.  For  after  sight  therof,  I  perceyued  the  man 

to  be  excedingc  altered,  and  to  take  the  same  very  nere  vnto  his 

■ 

•  These  must  have  been  courtly  words  without  meaning,  like  those  at  Ihe  close  of 
a  modern  petition— 14  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,” 
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We.irte,  in  suchc  wise  that  water  stocle  in  his  yees.  And  answered 
what  gracious  woixles  are  these.  1  assure  youe,  sayed  he,  If  it 

to  graunte 

only  a  bare  text  of  the  scripture  to  be  put  forthe  emonge  his 
people,  like  as  is  put  forthe  emonge  the  subgectes  of  the  empe- 
rour  in  these  parties,  and  of  other  cristen  princes,  be  it  of  the 
Translation  of  what  person  soever  shall  please  his  magestie,  I  shall 
emedyatlye  make  faiihfull  promyse  neuer  to  write  more,  ne 
tbirie  two  dayes  in  these  parties  alter  the  same :  but  ymedyatly  to 
re  pay  re  into  his  realme,  and  there  most  humbly  submytt  myselfe 
at  the  fete  of  his  roiall  magestie,  offerynge  my  non  ye  to  suf¬ 
fer  WHAT  PAYNE  OH  TORTURES,  YE  WHAT  DF.THE  U1S  GRACE 

wii.1.,  so  that  this  bk  OHTEYNED.  And  till  that  tyme,  I  will 
abide  thaspect  of  all  chaunses  what  so  eper  shall  come,  and  in- 
cluro  my  lyfe  in  as  many  paynes,  as  it  is  able  to  bere  and  suffer. 
And  as  concernynge  my  reconsiliacion  his  grace  may  be  assured 
that  what  soeuer  I  haue  sayed  or  written,  in  all  my  life  ageynst 
1  honour  of  Goddcs  worde,  and  so  proued ;  the  same  shall  I  before 
his  magestie  and  all  the  worlde,  vtterly  renownce  and  forsake. 
And  with  most  humble  and  meke  mynde  imbraee  the  truthe,ab- 
liorringe  all  errour  souer  at  the  most  gracious  and  benygne 
(is guest  of  his  royail  magestie,  of  whose  wisdome,  prudence  and 
lernyngo  1  hear  so  g rente  prayse  and  commendation,  then  of  any 
other  <Tcaturc  lyuyng.  But  if  those  thinges  whiche  I  haue 
written  lie  true,  and  slandc  witli  Goddes  worde,  why  shulde  his 
magestie  hauynge  so  excellent  a  guyft  of  knowlege  in  the  scrip- 
tores,  moue  me  to  do  any  thinge  agenst  my  conscience  with  many 
other  worries  wliiche  were  to  longe  to  write.  Fynally,  I  haue 
some  good  hope  in  the  man,  aud  wolde  not  double  to  bringe  hym 
to  some  good  poynt,  were  it  that  some  thing  now  and  then  myght 
proceed  from  your  magestie  towardes  me,  wherby  the  man  myght 
take  the  better  comforte  of  my  perswasions,  1  aduertised  the 
same  Tyndall  that  he  shulde  not  put  forthe  the  same  booke,  tyll 
your  most  gracious  pleasure  were  knowen,  whereunto  he  an¬ 
swered,  myne  aduertisement  cam  to  late,  for  he  feared  lest  one 
that  had  his  copic,  wolde  put  it  very  shortly  in  prynte,  wliiche  he 
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woulde  lett  yf  he  coulde,  if  not  there  is  no  remedy.  1  shall  stay 
it  as  muche  as  I  can.  as  vet  it  is  not  come  forthe  ne  will  not  in 
a  while  by  tliat  I  perseyue.” 

The  tears  in  the  eyes  of  Tyndale  showed  the  excellency  of  his 
principles  and  the  goodness  of  his  temper.  To  him  it  was  a  subject 
of  deep  regret,  that  he  dared  not  conform  to  the  wishes  of  his 
sovereign  and  the  government  of  his  country.  He  could  submit 
to  privations,  cruelty,  and  death ;  but  lie  could  not  make  profes¬ 
sions,  unless  they  were  sincere.  He  argues,  with  sound  reason, 
that  the  King  ought  not  to  require  the  submission  of  his  subject  in 
matters  of  religion,  contrary  to  the  dictate  of  conscience,  as  he 
hoped,  guided  by  the  Scriptures.  Here  is  no  boasting  of  his 
superior  purity  or  principles,  but  anxious  regret  that  a  profession 
of  insincere  conformity  was  required.  It  was  a  painful  test, 
whether  he  should  obey  God  or  man.  His  fervent  piety  enabled 
him  to  resign  himself  to  every  affliction  rather  than  make  a 
hypocritical  profession  of  belief  in  matters  which,  in  his  sober 
judgment,  he  considered  unscriptural  and  irrational;  and  in 
this  he  manifested  the  most  honourable  and  dignified  character 
which  human  nature  is  capable  of  sustaining. 

What  little  patience  Henry  possessed,  was  now  exhausted. 
When  he  found  it  impossible  to  allure,  or  by  any  means  to  get 
his  victim  to  England,  he  threw  off  the  mask.  With  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  indignation  he  declares,  that  he  will  not  have  the  soil  of 
his  realm  polluted  by  such  a  desperate  heretic.  But  his  Majesty 
had  also  a  new  and  deep  cause  of  alarm  and  anxiety,  lest  his 
envoy  should  become  a  reformer  instead  of  reforming  the  poor 
exiled  priest.  A  heavenly  atmosphere  appeared  so  to  surround 
Tyndale  that  it  was  impossible  to  hold  communications  with  him, 
and  not  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  his  piety  and  principles. 
The  King  discovering  that  he  had  assigned  to  his  agent  a  dan¬ 
gerous  as  well  as  difficult  task,  he  now  resorted  to  every  art  of 
persuasion  and  threatening,  to  prevent  his  ambassador,  Sir  Thomas 
Vaughan,  from  becoming  a  convert  to  Tyndale’s  sentiments. 

The  reply  to  Vaughan’s  letters  was  drawn  by  the  secretary 
of  state,  and  laid  before  the  King,  who  made  very  considerable 
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alterations  in  it :  these  are  accurately  copied  from  the  original 
state  paper.*  The  words  which  the  royal  penman  struck  out  are 
printed  between  [  ]  in  Italics :  those  in  a  smaller  type  interlined  were 
inserted  by  his  hand.  They  show  that  Henry  possessed  a  mind  of 

deep  penetration,  and  of  very  considerable  endowments.  He  made 
no  alterations  except  where  the  paper  alluded  to  Tyndale. 

“  Stephen  Vaughan  I  commende  me  vnto  you.  And  haue  re- 
ccyud  your  letters,  dated  at  Andwarpe  the  .xviij.  day  of  Aprill, 
with  also  that  parte  of  Tyndale’s  boke  [sewed  and  ]  inclosed  in 
lether,  which  ytwith  your  letters  directed  to  the  Kinges  Highnes. 
After  the  reccpt  whereof,  I  dyd  repayre  vnto  the  courte,  and  there 
presented  the  same  vnto  his  royall  maiestie.  Who  [after  the  re¬ 
ccpt  thereof  ]  made  me  answer  for  that  tyme  that  his  highnes  at 
oportune  leysour  wolde  vysite  ouersee  and  rede  the  contents  as 
well  of  your  letters  as  also  the  saide  boke.  And  at  my  next  re¬ 
payre  thither,  it  pleased  his  highnes  to  call  for  me,  declaring  vnto 
me  as  well  the  contentes  of  your  letters  as  also  moche  matter  con- 
teyned  in  the  said  boke  of  Tyndalles.  And  albeit  that  1  might 
well  perceyue  that  his  maiestee  was  right  well  pleased,  and  right 
acceptablee  considered  your  diligence,  and  paynes  taken  in  the 
wryting  and  sending  of  the  saide  boke,  as  also  in  the  perswading 

yet  his  highnes 

and  exhorting*  of  Tyndall  to  repayre  into  this  realme  [in  the  accom- 

nuthing  iyked  the  sayit  boke  being  fylled  with  sedycyous  slanderous  lyes  and 

plishmcnt  of  his  high  pleasure  and  commaundcmenL  Yet  I 

Faninstycall  oppynyons.  Shewing  therein  nether  lemyng  nor  trewthe 

might  coniecture  by  the  farther  declaracyon  oj  his  high  plea- 

and  ferther  conference  with  his  grace,  I  myght  well  perceyue  that  he  thought 

sure.  Which  say ed  vnto  me,  by  your  wryting  itmanyfestlie 

ihar  ye  bare  mochc 

oppered  how  moche ]  affection,  [love  and  tele  ye  do  here ]  towardes 

&  knowledge  in  woordlye  thiages 

the  saidcTyndall,  whom  in  his  maners,  [modesiie  and  symplycitee] 

in  your  letter*  who’s 

yc  vndoubtedlicAdo  moche  [more]  allowe  and  commende  [then  Ais] 

being  replete  with  so  and  lyes 

workcs[6cinp  so  repletewith  lyes  and  mos^abhomynablesclaunders, 

onlye 

lmagenedand  Afayned  toenfecte  [and  intoxicate ]  the  peopull,  [{may 
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him  to  lake  grace,  native  lemmg,  godly 

toindyjferentjudgement]dec\dLreth[him)forthewhichyourfauours 

discrecyon  and  all  other  good  qualities,  nothing  else  pretending  in  all  Ins 

supposed  to  be  born  tothesaide  Tyndall ,  who  ussuredlie  skeweth 

wo  r  keg  but  cvcdcntc  dyaaaite 

himself ,  in  myn  opynyon  rather  to  be  replete  with  venymous 
envye,  rancour,  and  malice  then  with  any  good  leming ,  vertue. 
or  discression,  hatke  put  the  hinge  kighnes  in  suspectyon  of 

ye  hy  yoxa  letters  prayse, 

you,  considering]ih&\[ye  should]  in  such  wise[Ze»e  vntoand favour 

set  forth,  end  avaunce  hyin.  -which  nothing  ellcs  prcU-ndy-lli 

the  evill  doctryne  of  so  perverse  and  malycyous  a  person ,  and  so 
mocke  prayse  kim.  Wko  nothing  goeth  about ,  or  pretendeth,] 

and  sowe  gedyryon 

but  [one lie  to  seduce,  deceyue,  and]  disquiet  [the  people  and 

among  the  peopull  of  tliis  realme. 

comenwelth  of  this  realme.  Whose  cummyng  into  Englande 

His  highnosthnrfore 

the  Kinges  kighnes  can  right  well  forbere  and ]  hatke  com- 

to  aduertise  you  that  his  pleasure  is 

maunded  me[exj9rewiy]to  wry  te[wnfo  you, ]that  ye  shoulde  desyste 

the  eayd  Tyndale  to  cum  into  thU  reabnc 

and  leve  eny  ferther  to  persuade  or  attempte  [him  there  unto.] 

he 

Alledging  that  [his  maiestie  so  euedentlie]  perceyuing  the  maly- 

and  judgment  of  the  said  Tyndall  is  in  maner  without  hope  of 

cyous,  perverse,  vncharytable  mynde  [and  disposicyon  of  the  said 

reconcylyacyon  in.  hym,  and  is  veray  joyous  to  haue  his  realme  destytute  of  such  a 

Ty  7W  tall  is  rather]  veray  glad  [that  he  is  out  of  his  realme]  then 

person  Is 

that  he  shouldretonme  into  the  same, there  to  manyfest  his  errours 

'  V 

and  sedycyous  opynyons,  which  (being  out  of  the  Realme  by 
his  most  vncharytable,  venemous,  and  pestilent  bokes,  craftie 

Pot  h ys  hyghaea  riaht  prudently e  consyderyth 

and  false  persuasions)  he  hathe  part  lie  don  all  redie.  4  [&o  tha  fj  if 

he  might 

he  were  present  by  all  lykelehod,  he  wolde  shortelic  (which  God 
defende)  do  asmoche  as  in  him  were  to  infecte  and  corrupt 
the  hole  realme,  to  the  grete  inquietacyon  and  hurte  of  the 

Wherfor  Stephen 

comen  welth  of  the  same.  [  Wherfore]  K I  herfcelie  pray  you,  that 
[from  kensforth ]  in  all  yourdoinge[and3proccdynge,  and  wry  ting 

without  dissiaiulacyon 

to  the  kinges  highnes,  ye  do  iustely,  trewlie,  and  vnfaynedlie,  A 
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>\ww  yoors*1f  life  trow  louyog,  obcilyent  subject  Beryng  no  manor  favour,  love,  or 

[shew  yourself  to  be  ho  fauerer  vnto  the  saide ]  Tyndall,  ne  to  his 

ailcction  vnto  the  said 

workes  in  any  maner  of  wise,  but  [rather]  vtterlie  [fo]  contempne 

in  so 

and  abhorre  the  same.  Assuring  you  that  A  doing  [the  contrary ,] 
yc  shall  not  onlie  cause  the  kinges  [highnes]  royall  maieste,  whose 

xocxlncs 

[higknes]  at  this  tyme  is  so  benignelie  and  gracyouslie  mynded 
toward es  you  (as  by  your  good  dyligence  and  Industrie  to  be 
vsod  to  serue  his  highnes,  and  extewing  and  avoyding  to  favor 
and  allow  the  saide  Tyndall  his  erronyous  workes  and  opynyons) 

so  to  sett  you  forwardes,  us  alt  your  lovers 

ye  are  like  shortlic  to  atteyne  [Itoth  weltk,  hones  tie,  and  pro- 

a ud  friends  shall  hmu?  grot  consolacy  on  of  the  same. 

niovytm  at  his  gracijous  hande ,  to  the  singuler  ivy ,  pleasure, 

doing,  ye  shal 

and  comforte  of  all  your  frendes,]  and  by  the  contrarie  [fo]  ac¬ 
quire  the  indignao.yon  of  God  [and]  displeasure  of  your  souereigne 

cause 

lorde,  and  by  the  same  [< oompell ]  your  good  frendes  which  haue 

bryng  Into  his  gracyous 

ben  cuer  glad,  prone,  and  redie  to  [aduance]  you  [vnto  the]  fauours 
[of  your  pry  nee ,]  to  lamente  and  sorow,  tliat  their  sute  in  that 

be  frustrate  anti 

behalf  should  A  not  take  effecte,  according  to  their  good  intent 
and  purpose.  llauing  therefore  tirme  trust,  that  for  Uic  loue  ye 

will 

owe  to  yourself,  me,  and  [other]  your  frendes,  yc  [i oilbe  well] 

and  often 

beware,  [from  hensforth,]  to  enter  into  any  [soefce]  opynyons, 

or  suspycy  on 

whereby  any  sclaunder,  dishonestie,  [or]  daungier  A  might  insue 
towurdes  you;  whereof  I  promyse  you  I  wold  be  as  sorie  as 

naturall 

vottr  [good  ]  father.  As  touching  Frith,  mencyoncd  in  your  saide 
letters,  the  kinges  highnes,  heryng  tell  of  his  towardenes  in 

mochc 

good  letters  and  lernyng,  doth  [regrete  and]  lament  that  he 
should  in  such  wise  as  he  doth,  set  fourth,  shew,  and  applye 
his  lernyng  mid  doctryne  in  the  semynacyon  and  sewing  such 
euiU  settles  of  dampnable  and  detestable  heresies,  inayntcnyng, 
bolstring,  and  uduancyng  the  venemous  and  pestyferous  workes, 
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crronyous  and  sedycyous  opynyons  of  the  saide  Tyndale,  and 

lyke 

other  such.  Wherein  his  highnes  [a#]  a  most  vertuous  and  be- 
nigne  prynce  and  gouernour,  hauing  charge  [commyiied  onto 

and  vcrayo 

him ]  of  Jus  people  and  subiectes,  4  being  K  sorie  to  here  tell  that 
any  of  the  same  should  in  suche  wise  ronne  liedling  and 

and  holsom  dociryne  of  holye  fa  then;,  into 

digresse  from  the  lawes  [and  precepte ]  of  Almightie  God,  A  [into 

such  dampnable 

suche  dampnable]  heresies  and  sedycyous  opynyons,  and  being 
ever  inclyned,  willing,  and  gretelie  desirous  to  forst  and  prouyde 

»nd  moche  desyiyng  the  reconaylyacyon  of  the  sayd  Fryth  he 

for  the  same,  A  and  also  fermelie  trusting  that  [ the  saide  Frith ] 
be  not  so  fane  as  yet  inrouted  in  the  evill  doctryne  of  the  saide 

and  other 

Tindall,  but  that  by  the  grace  of  God,  louyng,  charitable,  and 
frendely  exhortacions  and  aduertisemeuts  of  good  people,  he 

hath  wylled 

may  be  [revoked  and  ]  called  agayne  to  the  ryght  way*  [  Wylteth] 

me  to  wryt  vnto  you,  that  ye 

therefore,  [ and  desireth  you],  according  to  his  trust  arid  expec- 

wUl 

tacyon,  *  with  your  firendelie  persuasions,  admonycyons,  and 
holsome  exhortacions,  counsaill  and  aduyse  the  said  Fryth, 
if  ye  may  convenientlie  speke  with  the  same  to  leve  his  wilfull 
opynyons,  and  like  a  good  Christian  to  retorne  run  to  onr  Save- 

where  he  Bhall  assurydly  fyndg  the  kyogea  highnes  moat  mercy  full  and  bony  ugly  o 

our  Christe,  and  also ]  into  his  natif  cuntrey.  A  So  that  by  his 

vpon  his  conuerayon,  disposed  to  accept  hym  to  his  grace  and  joy  e 

procedinge  as  he  begynneth,  there  be  no  more  [sedycyous  infec¬ 
tions  and  heresies  sowed  amongst  the  hinges  peopull. }  Whcrc- 

exort  yon 

fore  eftesones  I  [kartehe  pray  you,]  and  for  the  louc  of  God  [do] 
not  onelie  [exhorte  you]  vtterlie  to  forsake,  leue,  and  withdraw 
your  affectyon  from  the  saide  Tyndale,  and  all  his  scete ;  but 

the  eavd  Frith  and  uther 

also  as  moch  as  ye  can  poletiquelie  and  chary  tablic,  to  allure  ., 

being  in  these  parties  which  in  any  wyse  ye  shall  knowe  ot  suspecte  to  be 

all  suche  persons  [<«  ben]  fautours  and  assistents  to  the  same, 
from  all  their  erronyous  myndes  and  opynyons.  In  which  do- 

in 

ing  ye  shall  not  onelie  highlie  merite  [of]  Almightie  God,  but 
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also  deseruc  hygh  thankys  of  the  kinges  royal!  maiestee,  who 
will  nut  forget  your  deuoyre  and  labours  in  that  behalf.  So 

euydentHe 

that  majestee  may  A  perceyue  that  ye  effectuallie  do  intende 
the  same.” 

Such  were  the  arbitrary  practices  of  bye-gone  days  never  to 
return.  The  King  chose  to  profess  his  belief  in  certain  speculative 
dogmas,  but  was  not  content  to  allow  his  subjects  the  same 
liberty  of  choice.  He  ordered  them  to  believe  as  he  did.  He 
did  not  require  uniformity  of  features,  but  that  which  was 
equally  alisurd,  mental  uniformity;  and  because  Tyndale  honestly 
avowed  a  difference  of  opinion  on  these  dogmas,  although 
he  was  a  most  loyal  subject,  an  excellent  citizen,  his  highly  cul¬ 
tivated  mind  rendering  him  an  ornament  to  society,  one  who 
exemplified  every  moral  virtue  in  his  conduct,  still  he  is  denounced 
together  with  all  those  who  did  not  speak  evil  of  him.  That 
system,  called  religious,  which  by  human  laws  interfered  with  the 
sacred  rights  of  conscience,  produced  the  same  banefu  1  effect  on 
ihe  mind  of  Henry  which  it  had  done  on  that  of  Sir  Thomas 
More. 

Tyndale's  learned  and  affectionate  friend  Frith,  relying  on 
promises  never  intended  to  be  kept,  came  to  England.  His  amiable 
temper  and  deep  store  of  acquired  knowledge  pleaded  nothing 
in  his  favour.  He  refused  to  profess  a  belief  in  doctrines  to 
which  no  human  intellect  could  honestly  assent,  and  at  which 
his  heart  revolted.  He  was  immediately  apprehended  and  sent 
to  the  Tower,  whence  this  highly-gifted  and  learned  young  man 
was  conveyed  to  that  aceldama  where  many  of  the  most  vir¬ 
tuous  and  pious  men  of  the  age  were  slaughtered,  and  from  a 
Smithfield  fire  lie  ascended  to  his  eternal  rest.  Two  Romish 
clergymen  exhorted  the  people  not  to  pray  for  Friuli  any  more 
than  they  would  for  a  dog:  at  this  the  martyr  smiled  and  prayed 
God  to  forgive  them ;  but  the  people  “  sore  grudged  at  them 
for  so  saiynge,” 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

“  By  his  rare  pains,  firm  faith,  and  Christ's  free  grace. 

Which  formerly  thick  fogs  of  error  base. 

And  dusky  clouds  of  works'  desert  hid  quite. 

Were  well  restored  to  their  ancient  light 
He,  hy  God’s  word  and  Spirit’s  inspiration. 

The  gospel  light  re- spread  throughout  our  ti&iiuu. 

His  ashes,  kept  by  heaven,  securely  rest. 

And  sweetly  sleep  In  hope  to  rise  most  blessed." 

QlfAULCSr 

His  HABITS  AND  LABOURS  AT  ANTWERP — REPUBLISHES  Til  1C  NEW 
TESTAMENT— IS  BETRAYED,  IMPRISONED,  AND  MARTY  USD, 

TyndalfAh  habits,  for  the  few  years  that  he  resided  at  An¬ 
twerp,  were  most  actively  benevolent.  He  was  the  almoner  of 
his  more  wealthy  countrymen.  Saturday  and  Sunday  were  his 
days  of  relaxation  from  severe  study  :  on  the  former,  he  visited 
the  sick  and  dying  foreigners,  and  on  Sunday,  both  before  aud 
after  divine  service,  he  visited  and  relieved  his  fellow  exiles. 
Persecution  for  conscience  sake,  like  a  dreadful  .pestilence, 
ravaged  his  native  country,  sweeping  away  with  the  besom  of 
destruction  the  most  pious  and  benevolent  of  her  sons.  Many, 
to  escape  a  cruel  death,  fled  to  Antwerp  in  the  greatest  distress; 
and  they  obtained  from  Tyndale  consolation  and  a  supply  for  their 
pressing  wants.  In  bestowing  alms,  he  appeared  like  an  angel 
of  mercy :  in  preaching,  he  spoke  like  an  apostle.  These  qua¬ 
lities  which  dignify  human  nature,  only  excited  the  more  bitter 
animosity  of  those  who  were  persecuting  Christ  in  the  persons 
of  his  pious  and  devoted  disciples. 

The  laborious  studies  which  occupied  the  great  portion  of  his 
time,  were  in  vindicating  himself  and  the  reformation  from  the  slan- 
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dors  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  in  completing  the  translation  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures.  It  is  impossible  to  decide,  without  the  discovery 
of  new  evidence,  whether  he  translated  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  :  the  similarity  which  pervades  it,  leads  me  to  conclude  that 
he  did,  and  that  Coverdale  profited  by  his  manuscripts.  It  is  plain, 
that,  from  Esdras  to  Malachi,  it  is  one  translation,  published  by 
Coverdale  in  1/335,*  and  by  Matthews  in  1537,f  with  such  altera- 
t  ions  as  pleased  the  respective  editors  :  from  Genesis  to  Esdras,  and 
the  whole  New  Testament,  are  distinct  translations.  Tyndale’s 
name  was  suppressed  in  both,  on  account  of  the  rancorous 
hostility  of  Henry  against  him,  for  having  honestly  spoken  in 
opposition  to  the  divorce  from  Catherine. 

From  1526,. when  he  added  prologues  and  glosses  to  the  New 
Testament,  hr.  docs  not  appear  to  have  made  any  alteration  in 
the  text  until  1534,  when  he  republished  it  with  considerable 
improvements,  at  Antwerp,  in  small  8vo.,  entitled,  “  The  Newe 
Testament,  dylygently  corrected  and  compared  with  the  Greke, 
by  Wiliyam  Tindale,  and  fynesshed  in  the  yere  of  oureLorde  God, 
A.  M.  I),  and  xxxiiij.  in  the  moneth  of  Nouember.”  It  has  wood 
cuts  and  ornamented  letters.  The  title  and  prologues  comprise 
sixteen  leaves,  followed  by  a  second  title  and  list  of  books. 
The  text  occupies  cccucxxiv  leaves,  the  two  last  being  num¬ 
bered  wrong.  The  Pistles  of  th^  Olde  Testament  end  on  folio 
rccc.  The  table  follows  on  ten  leaves,  the  last  two  pages  contain 
“  thinges  to  fill  vp  the  lefFe  withal.”  Some  copies  were  printed 
on  yellow  paper. 

In  this  edition,  Tvndalc  took  advantage  of  friendly  and  hostile 
criticisms,  and  endeavoured  to  render  his  version  still  more  faith- 
lull  by  the  result  of  profound  studies.  A  fair  specimen  of  the  new 
readings  are  given  at  the  close  of  this  memoir.  The  prologue 
commences  with,  “  Here  thou  hast  (moost  deare  reader)  the  New 
Testament  or  co venaunt  made  wyth  vs  of  God  in  Christes  bloude. 
Which  I  have  looked  over  agayne  (now  at  the  last)  with  all 
dylygence,  and  compared  it  vnto  the  Greke,”  &c.  This  pro- 

*  Printed  at  Cologne,  repaid ished  at  Zurich,  155ft, 

t  Prill  ted  at  Ltibrak,  and  published  by  Grafton,  in  London. 
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logue  was  reprinted,  verbatim,  with  every  subsequent  edition.  It 
closes  with  a  defence  of  the  use  he  made  of  the  words  repent¬ 
ance  and  elders.  To  this  he  added  a  second  preface,  very 
severely  reflecting  upon  G.  Joye.  The  occasion  of  this  was, 
that  Joye,  having  been  employed  by  a  Dutch  printer  to  correct 
the  press  of  the  fourth  pirated  edition,  had  altered  some  words, 
and  particularly  Repentance,  for  which  he  put  “  the  life  after 
this.”  At  this  time  the  reformers  were  daily  expecting  the  cor¬ 
rected  edition,  when  Joye  published  and  circulated  his,  three 
months  before  Tyndale’s  was  finished.  Many  of  the  exiled  re¬ 
formers  waited  on  Tyndaie  to  inquire  the  reason  why  these  fan¬ 
ciful  alterations  had  been  made ;  and  he  soon  found,  that  a  sur¬ 
reptitious  book  had  been  imposed  upon  the  public  by  Joye.  In  the 
second  preface  to  Tyndale’s  edition,  he  very  properly  warns  the 
public  of  this  discreditable  imposition.  During  Tyndale’s  im¬ 
prisonment,  in  February,  1535,  Joye  published*  what  he  called 
an  apology,  but  which  was  a  very  intemperate  attack  upon  his 
friend  and  brother  exile,  then  in  prison,  and  in  imminent  danger 
of  martyrdom,  Joye  alleges  that  he  received  only  fourteen  shil¬ 
lings  Flemish,  about  eight  shillings  British,  for  his  labours,  and  that 
he  heard  say,  that  Tyndaie  had  ten  pounds  forliis  copyright.  His 
defence  is,  that  it  was  intended  solely  to  render  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  more  useful,  but  he  does  not  apologise  for  nor  defend  his 
having  made  alterations  and  published  them  under  Tyndale's 
name.  The  prologues  in  Tyndale's  revised  edition,  and  the  4to. 
of  1526,  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  German,  by  Luther. 
This  of  1534  may  be  distinguished  from  all  the  subsequent 
impressions  by  a  discrepancy  in  the  marginal  notes  in  1  John’s 
epistle,  ch.  3,  “  Loue  is  the  fyrst  precept  and  cause  of  all  other 
white  on  the  opposite  page  he  says,  “  Fayth  is  the  fyrst 
commaundement  and  loue  the  seconde also,  by  the  omis¬ 
sion  of  the  tenth  line  in  Revelations,  ch.  9,  and  by  an  error 
mentioned  in  the  prologue :  it  occurs  in  Matthew  xxiij.  “  Clensc 
fyrst  the  out  sydeof  the  cup,”  &c.  which  should  have  been,  “  Clensc 
fyrst  the  inside,”  &e.  The  most  singular  rendering  in  the  whole 
volume  was  continued  in  all  the  editions.  Death  in  the  Revela- 
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lions,  is  mounted  on  a  green  horse.  It  was  in  this  same  year,  1534, 
that  Tyndale  was  treacherously  betrayed  and  imprisoned. 

Sir  Thomas  More,  in  the  examination  of  persons  accused  of 
heresy,  especially  such  as  had  come  from  Flanders  or  Germany, 
questioned  them  minutely  as  to  their  knowledge  of  Tyndale. 
Me  had  thus  obtained  a  description  of  his  person,  dress,  habits, 
friends,  and  places  of  resort.  He  now  lodged  in  the  English 
house  or  factory,  which  was  kept  by  a  merchant,  Thomas  Pointz. 

i  V 

Henry  VIII.  and  his  council  suborned  and  employer!  one  Henry 
Phillips,  the  son  of  a  custom-house  officer  at  Poole,  of  gentle¬ 
manly  appearance,  who,  with  a  valet,  came  to  Antwerp:  having 
made  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  merchants,  he  met  Tyn¬ 
dale,  and  he,  without  suspicion,  placed  a  fata!  confidence  in  him, 
and  invited  him  to  his  apartments.  Pointz,  having  some  sus¬ 
picion,  asked  Tyndale  how  they  became  acquainted ;  to  which  he 
replied,  that  he  was  an  honest  man  and  handsomely  learned  ;  and 
Pointz,  finding  that  he  had  made  so  favourable  an  impression 
on  his  learned  friend,  desisted  from  further  inquiry.  Phillips, 
after  having  for  some  time  dined  at  his  table  and  partaken  of  his 
hospitality,  went  to  Drussels,  and  with  great  pains  and  expense 
o luni tied  a  warrant  to  apprehend  Tyndale  for  heresy.  To  ex¬ 
ecute  it,  he  brought  back  with  him  the  procurer-general  and  his 
officials,  not  daring  to  trust  the  officers  of  Antwerp,  where  his 
victim  was  so  much  beloved.  Having  detained  these  persons  at 
Antwerp  until  Pointz  had  left  that  city  on  business,  he  then  called 
at  the  house  of  Pointz,  and  Tyndale  invited  him  to  go  and  dine 
with  him  at  the  house  of  one  of  his  friends,  assuring  him  of  a 
hearty  welcome.  The  villain  then,  under  a  pretence  of  having  lost 
his  purse,  borrowed  of  his  unsuspecting  victim  all  his  money.  In 
passing  through  the  narrow  entry  of  the  hotel,  Phillips,  with  ap¬ 
parent  courtesy,  insisted  on  Tyndale  going  first ;  and,  as  his  victim 
was  much  shorter  than  himself,  when  they  came  to  the  door,  he 
pointed  down  on  Tyndale :  immediately  the  officers  whom  he  had 
placed  there,  seized  him  together  with  all  his  books  and  papers. 
He  was  in  this  pennyless  condition  conveyed  to  the  prison  at 
Viivoord,  a  village  at  the  ford  between  Brussels  and  Maltnes,  on 
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the  road  to  Antwerp.  If  ever  there  was  seen  the  perfection  of 
unprincipled  villany,  to  the  utter  disgrace  of  human  nature,  it  was 
in  this  diabolical  agent  to  the  Roman  Catholic  party  in  England , 

— Phillips. 

Every  effort  which  the  most  affectionate  regard  and  veneration 
for  Tyndale  could  prompt,  was  made  by  Pointz  and  the  British 
merchants  at  Antwerp,  to  obtain  the  liberation  of  their  beloved 
pastor;  but  it  was  in  vain.  Letters  were  immediately  dispatched 
to  Lord  Cromwell  and  others  in  England ;  and  favourable  answers 
having  arrived,  Pointz,  at  the  request  of  the  body  of  English 
merchants,  went  with  the  communications  to  the  Lord  of  Barowe, 
following  him  post  to  Maestricht,  that  he  might  deliver  them  in 
person,  and  with  great  difficulty  he  obtained  his  answer.  With 
this  he  hastened  to  Brussels.  The  imperial  council  gave  him  a 
letter  to  Lord  Cromwell,  and  Pointz  undertook  to  carry  it  in 
person  to  London  with  all  possible  speed.  Here  he  was  de¬ 
tained  for  a  month,  but,  by  perseverance  and  interest,  he  obtained 
favourable  letters,  with  which  he  went  direct  to  Brussels.  His 
zeal  for  the  pious  preacher  nearly  cost  him  his  life;  for  Phillips, 
finding  that  these  powerful  efforts  were  likely  to  succeed,  ma¬ 
naged,  by  the  aid  of  tire  Roman  Catholic  priests  at  Louvain,  to 
have  Pointz  arrested  on  suspicion  of  heresy,  and  committed  to 
prison.  Within  one  week  he  was  examined  upon  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  articles.  He  was  prohibited  from  intercourse  with  his  friends, 
unless  his  letters  were  written  in  the  Dutch  language  and  sent 
through  the  medium  of  his  persecutors.  Finding  that  his  life 
was  in  imminent  danger,  he  broke  out  of  his  prison  by  night, 
and  made  his  escape.  Still,  although  under  such  perilous  cir¬ 
cumstances,  he  persevered  in  liis  efforts  to  save  the  life  of  Tyn- 
dale.  On  the  25th  of  August,  1535,  he  wrote  to  his  brother  in 
London  a  letter  honourable  to  his  pious  and  affectionate  regard 
for  his  friend  and  pastor.*  “  It  was  said  that  the  King  had  written 
in  favour  of  William  Tyndall,  now  in  prison,  and  like  to  suffer 
death,  and  it  is  feared  that  these  letters  have  been  intercepted. 

*  This  letter  is  preserved  in  the  Cottonian  MSS*  The  spelling  is  in  some  instances 
altered,  to  render  it  easily  intelligible. 
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Tliis  man  lodged  with  me  three  quarters  of  a  yere. — I  know  that 
the  King  has  never  a  treuer  hearted  subject  this  day  living.  He 
knows  that  he  is  bound  by  the  law  of  God  to  obey  his  prince ; 
and  I  know  well  that  he  would  not  do  the  contrary  to  be  made 
lorde  of  the  worlde.  The  death  of  this  man  will  be  a  great  hin- 
draunce  to  the  Gospel ;  and  to  the  enemies  of  it,  one  of  the 
highest  pleasures.  I  fear  that  he  will  be  shortly  condemned,  for 
two  English  men  at  Louvain  apply  it  sore,  taking  great  pains  to 
translate  out  of  English  into  Latin,  those  things  that  may  make 
against  him,  so  that  the  clergy  here  may  understand  it  and 
condemn  him,  as  they  have  done  all  others,  for  keeping  apenyonys 
contrary  to  their  business ,  the  which  they  call  the  order  of  holy 
church.  Brother,  the  knowledge  that  I  have  of  this  man  causes 
me  to  write  as  my  conscience  binds  me.  For  the  king's  grace 
should  esteem  him  at  this  day  as  a  greater  treasure  than  any 
one  man  living.”  Pointz  was  a  wealthy  and  highly  respectable 
man,  who,  in  a  few  years  after  these  melancholy  transactions, 
returned  to  England,  and  obtained  an  act  of  parliament  to  natu¬ 
ralize  his  children.  The  character  which  he  gave  Tyndale,  and 
his  efforts,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  his  own  life,  to  save  him,  show 
the  high  estimation  in  which  this  pious,  talented,  and  amiable  man 
was  held  by  those  who  enjoyed  his  society.  The  British  merchants 
who  constantly  associated  with  him,  knew  his  worth,  and  esteemed 
him  accordingly.  The  letter  of  Pointz,  sent  to  Lord  Cromwell, 
is  preserved  among  the  state  papers  in  the  British  Museum. 
Tyn dale’s  imprisonment  lasted  nearly  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  incessantly  employed  in  the  great  object  of  extending 
the  genial  influence  of  pure  religion.  His  amiable  and  pious  con¬ 
duct  obtained  for  him  every  indulgence  that  could  be  allowed  to  a 
prisoner,  which  enabled  him  to  carry  on  a  sharp  controversy  with 
the  professors  at  the  neighbouring  university  of  Louvain. 

In  his  imprisonment,  he  redeemed  his  pledge  given  to  the  priest 
in  Gloucestershire  many  years  before,  that  the  ploughboys  should 
have  the  New  Testament  to  read.  In  1535,  waB  printed  a  very 
curious  edition  of  Tyndalc’s  version.  In  tliis  he  imitated  the 
plan  of  Luther,  who  published  the  New  Testament  in  three  different 
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dialects  of  Germany.  Following  this  plan,  he  printed  the  revised 
version  of  the  preceding  year  in  a  provincial  orthography,  probably 

that  of  his  native  county ;  peculiarly  adapted  to  agricultural 
labourers.  From  a  copy  in  my  library,  late  the  property  of  Dr. 
Adam  Clarke,  I  extract  the  following  specimen : — holly  cite,  for 
holy  city ;  saeyde,  aehgels,  wayghthyer,  foete,  behoelde,  broether, 
faether,  moether,  tacken,  agaeynst,  theacheth,  gracce,  cloocke  for 
cloke,  maeatcr,  saefe,  shaeke,  &c.  &c.  To  this  book  was  added 
the  heads  of  chapters,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  for 
the  first  time. 

The  termination  of  his  invaluable  life,  and  of  all  his  sufferings, 
now  drew  nigh.  His  anticipations  of  release  from  sin  and  sorrow, 
and  an  exaltation  to  the  bliss  of  angels,  his  desires  to  join  the  bright 
and  glorious  company  of-  heaven,  'were  about  to  be  realized.  He 
who  said,  “  Fear  not  them  which  kill  the  body,  but  are  not  able 
to  kill  the  soul,”  most  eminently  comforted  and  supported  his 
servant.  Having  exhorted  others  to  constancy,  he  was  now  to  prac¬ 
tise  the  fiery  lesson.  The  formalities  of  a  trial  were  gone  through, 

and  he  was  condemned  by  virtue  of  a  decree  made  at  Augsburg 
against  what  was  called  heresy.  In  September,  1536,  he  suffered 
the  dreadful  sentence.  In  a  moment  so  appalling,  he  exhibited  that 
calm  firmness  and  patient  resignation  which  arose  from  a  sure  hope 
of  immediate  enjoyments  indescribable  and  full  of  the  eternal 
weight  of  glory.  While  he  calmly  viewed  the  dread  preparations 
to  deprive  him  of  life,  and  burn  his  body,  his  heart  mourned  over 
England.  His  last  thoughts  were  for  the  eternal  welfare  of  his 
country,  and  his  dying  voice  called  for  mercy  on  his  unrelenting  per¬ 
secutor.  He  cried  out  at  the  stake,  “  Loud,  orEN  the  King  op 
England’s  eyes.”  He  was  then  strangled;  and  long  ere  his  body 
was  reduced  to  ashes,  his  soul  had  commenced  the  glorious  anthems 
of  the  redeemed  of  God,  who  had  washed  their  robes  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 


**  Kom^  t hundred  death,  but  d&tmtlesseye 

Looked  in  death's  fiw#  and  smiteU,  dyath  standing  by, 
I n  spite  of  Home,  for  Eugiajicrs  foUk  he  stood# 

And  in  the  i lames  lie  sealed  it  with  hfa  blood* ** 


Many  times  have  I  stood  upon  the  spot,  a  rising  ground  near 
the  prison  at  Vilvoord,  where  these  awful  cruelties  were  inflicted ; 
and  mv  soul  has  felt  humbled  at  the  recollection  of  the  atrocious 


deeds  of  my  fellow  men.  Here,  during  the  revolution  at  Brussels 


in  1 830, 1  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  detachment  of  Dutch  troops 


and  for  about  two  hours  was  detained  in  the  prison  built  on  the 
ruins  of  the  castle  where  the  immortal  Tyndale  was  confined.  In¬ 


quiries  which  1  had  formerly  made  of  an  aged  jailor,  were  renewed 


to  the  one  who  had  taken  his  place.  For  a  moment,  the  sickening 


horrors  of  war,  the  sound  of  the  artillery,  the  wretchedness  of  the 


* 


fugitives,  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  were  effaced  by  these  eager 
inquiries ;  but  no  vestige  of  the  martyr  remained. 

Several  times  I  have  searched  the  archives  at  Brussels;  but,  al¬ 


though  most  kindly  assisted  by  a  friend  high  in  the  establishment 


~  n 
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nothing  could  be  found  relative  to  Tyndale.  Many  waggon-loads 
of  valuable  papers  were  not  arranged.  The  only  discovery  worthy 
notice  was,  that  it  cost  the  Government  for  rushes,  post,  chains,  &c. 
a  sum  nearly  amounting  to  one  pound  thirteen  shillings,  to  burn  a 
poor  Scotchman  for  heresy. 

The  conduct  of  Tyndale  in  jail  won  the  heart  of  his  keeper,  who, 
with  his  daughter  and  some  of  the  household,  became  converts  to 
the  cross  of  Christ.  Even  the  Emperor’s  attorney-general,  who  had 

obtained  the  sentence  against  him,  solemnly  declared  that  he  was  a 

* 

learned,  a  good,  and  a  godly  man. 

His  character  is  thus  drawn  by  Francis  Quarles,  author  of  the 
Divine  Emblems.* 

“  Zeal  crowned  Ms  heart  and  made  him  to  outvie 

* 

Papistick  stories  of  bell-bred  tyranny ; 

He  fear'd  them  not,  but  boldly  would  dispute 
Against  their  swelling  err  ours,  and  confute 
Their  principles  with  &  moat  dexterous  art ; 

His  tongue  was  never  tray  tor  to  bis  heart ; 

Truth  was  the  hand  that  pointed  to  the  way. 

Where  full  content  and  rich  salvation  lay. 

*Twas  not  a  loathsome  prison  could  devorse 
His  ready  lips  from  the  profound  discourse 
Of  true  religion,  nothing  could  prevent 
His  just  endeavours.  Time  he  thought  mispent 
If  not  employed  to  good ;  reader,  admire, 

His  body  flam’d  to  make  his  soule  a  fire.” 


*  Fuller's  Abel  Redivivus,  4to,  1651.  p.  130. 


Wilfatn  CjmtiaU. 


85 


CHAPTER  X. 

“  He,  living,  itopt  Home's  breath, 

Aud  dead  will  be  Rome’s  death/’ 

I!  1%  DYING  PRAYER  ANSWERED - 8PRKAT)  OF  HIR  OPINIONS’ - THR  BIBLE 

TRIUMPHS — ACT  TO  ABOLISH  TYNDALLS  WORKS — LIST  OF  HIS  WRIT¬ 
INGS — COMPARISON  OF  HIS  FIRST  EDITION  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT 

WITH  THAT  FINALLY  REVISED  BY  HIM* 

▼ 

The  dying  voice  of  the  Martyr  had  scarcely  been  uttered,  before 

his  prayer  was  answered,  and  the  eyes  of  the  King  were  so  for 
opened,  that  he  issued  an  injunction,  ordering  that  the  Bible  should 
be  placed  in  every  church  for  the  free  use  of  the  people.  In  this 
year  (1530)  were  published  seven  or  eight  editions  of  the  New 
Testament  in  English,  One  of  them,  in  royal  8vo.  probably 
executed  in  Paris,  is  a  peculiarly  beautiful  specimen  of  black* 
letter  typography. 

During  the  short  period  that  the  people  were  allowed  the  use  of 
the  Scriptures,  many  learned  to  read,  that  they  might  enjoy  those 
treasures  which  had  been  so  long  hid.  Amongst  this  number, 
Strype  narrates  the  adventures  of  one  who  suffered  from  the  deadly 
animosity  to  the  Scriptures  engendered  by  ignorance  and  the  errors 
of  education.  It  excited  a  father  to  a  state  of  diabolical  frenzy 
against  his  son,  for  denying  that  worship  was  due  to  a  wooden 
cross.  The  name  of  the  sufferer  was  William  Malden.  When 
the  King  had  allowed  the  Bible  to  be  read  in  all  churches,  several 
poor  men  at  Chelmsford  bought  the  New  Tc^ament,  and  on  Sun¬ 
days  sat  reading  it  at  the  lower  end  of  the  church.  Many  flocked 
about  them  to  hear  it  read,  and  he,  among  the  rest,  came  every 
Sunday  to  hear  the  glad  and  sweet  tidings  of  the  gospel.  But  his 
father  observing  it,  angrily  fetched  him  away,  and  would  have  him 
say  the  Latin  matins  with  him.  This  led  him  to  learn  English, 
that  he  might  read  the  New  Testament  himself;  which  when  he  had 
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by  diligence  effected,  he  and  his  father’s  apprentice  bought  the 
New  Testament,  and,  to  conceal  it,  laid  it  under  the  bed  straw,  and 
read  it  at  convenient  times.  One  night,  his  lather  being  asleep, 
he  aud  his  mother  chanced  to  discourse  concerning  the  crucifix, — 
the  kneeling  down  to  it  and  knocking  on  the  breast,  then  used, 
and  the  holding  up  the  hands  to  it  when  it  came  by  on  procession . 
This,  lie  told  his  mother,  was  plain  idolatry,  and  against  the  com¬ 
mandment  of  God,  where  he  saitli,  Thou  shalt  not  make  any  graven 
image,  nor  bow  down  to  it,  nor  worship  it.  His  mother,  enraged 
at  his  words,  said,  Will  thou  not  worship  the  cross,  which  was 
about  thee  when  thou  wert  christened,  and  must  be  laid  on  thee 
when  thou  art  dead  ?  In  this  heat  the  mother  and  son  parted, 
and  went  to  their  beds.  The  sum  of  the  evening’s  conference 

w 

she  presently  repeats  to  her  husband,  who  boiling  with  fury, 
arose  and  went  into  his  son’s  chamber,  where,  like  a  mad 

r 

zealot.,  taking  him  by  the  hair  of  his  head  with  both  his  hands, 
he  pulled  him  out  of  the  bed  and  whipped  him  unmercifully. 
And  when  the  young  man  bore  this  beating  with  joy,  considering 
it  was  for  Christ’s  sake,  and  shed  not  a  tear,  his  father  was  more 
enraged,  and  ran  down  and  fetched  an  halter,  and  put  it  about  his 
neck,  saying  he  would  hang  him.  At  length,  with  much  entreaty 
of  the  mother  and  brother,  he  left,  him,  almost  dead. 

The  New  Testament  of  this  translation  was  roost  extensively 

multiplied.  Twenty-three  different  editions  are  in  my  library,  be¬ 
sides  ten  of  Coverdale’s  translation,  printed  during  the  same  period. 

In  1538,  Coverdale  superintended  the  printing  of  the  great  Bible 
in  Paris.  In  this,  he  took  Tyndale’s  version  as  his  basis,  making 
many  alterations  from  his  own  translation,  and  some  probably  at 

s 

the  suggestions  of  Cranmer  and  the  English  reformers.  This  is 
the  version  now  used  in  the  Psalter  and  lessons  printed  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer.*  Numerous  interpolations  were  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  text.  This  continued  to  be  the  authorised  Bible 

for  nearly  thirty  years. 

Such  was  the  amazing  zeal  of  the  people  to  receive  the  Scriptures, 

*  The  interpolation*  are  printed  in  the  Pruycr-book  as  part  of  the  text &ee  Psalm 
and  in  the  Comnuniition,  In  the  great  Bible,  they  wen*  printed  hot  wren  bracket-, 
and  in  a  different  type. 


87 


WHtam  Cmrtfate. 


that,  before  the  close  of  the  year  1541,  sixteen  distinct  editions  of 
the  whole  Bible  were  printed,  each  of  which  consisted  of  from  fifteen 
to  twenty-five  hundred  copies. 

Upon  their  being  set  up  for  public  use  in  the  churches,  great 
numbers  resorted  to  read  or  hear  them  read ,  insomuch  that  the 
people  selected  one  who  had  the  clearest  voice  to  read  for  the 
benefit  of  the  multitude,  who  resorted  to  them  instead  of  hearing 
mass.  This  gave  great  offence  to  the  •  clergy,  and  they  seriously 
complained  that  the  service  of  the  mass  was  interrupted.  The 
bishops  placed  over  these  public  Bibles,  orders  and  regulations, 
threatening  to  remove  them  unless  the  strictest  decorum  was  pre¬ 
served.  Those  for  the  diocese  of  London  were  to  this  effect : — 
“  The  Bible  is  to  be  read  with  all  dcvocion,  humilitie,  and  quyet- 
uesse,  the  reader  leuing  behynde  hym  vayne  glorye,  hypocrisie,  and 
all  other  camail  and  corrupte  affections,  bring  with  him  discretion, 
honeste  intente,  charytie,  reuerence,  and  quyet  behauiour ;  he  is 
not  to  expound  nor  to  reade  with  a  lowde  voyce,  and  without  dis¬ 
putation.”  At  length,  an  order  was  issued  that  none  should  read 

♦ 

aloud.  The  King  also  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  same  effect, 

^  •  • 

Soon  after  Ibis,  Henry  became  restless  and  unstable;  and  the 
popish  party  prevailed.  Every  means  was  employed  .to  prevent 
the  Bible  from  being  read,  and  orders  were  given  to  llie  curates  to 
search  their  parishes  for  Tyndale’s  Testaments  and  his  works.  At 
length,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1543,  an  act  of  parliament  was 
passed  rigorously  to  suppress  all  the  writings  of  Tyndale,  and  to 
limit  the  reading  of  Cmnmer’s  or  Coverdale’s  translations  to  cer¬ 


tain  classes  of  persons.  The  bill  is  entitled  most  strangely, 11  An 
ad  for  the  aduauncement  of  true  religion,  and  for  the  abolishment 


of  the  contrary.”  The  original  edition  printed  by  Berthelet  in 


1544,  is  in  my  possession,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are 
made : — “  That  all  manner  of  bookes  of  the  Old  and  Newe  Tes¬ 


tament  in  Englishe,  beinge  of  the  crafty,  false,  and  vntrue  trans¬ 
lation  of  Tyndall,  shall  be  clerely  and  vtterlie  abolished,  extin¬ 
guished,  and  forbidden  to  be  kept  or  vsed.”  The  punishment  of 
disobedience  was,  for  the  first  offence,  ten  pounds  sterling  fine,  equal 
to  about  fifty  pounds  at  the  present  value  of  money,  and  three 

months’  ini  orison  ment  for  e.cerv  book:  and  for  the  second  offence. 
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loss  of  all  the  offender's  goods,  and  perpetual  imprisonment.  Bibles 
and  Testaments  not  by  Tyndale  were  to  haye  all  the  prologues  and 
notes  cut  out.  Chaucer's  tales,  Gower's  love  stories,  songs, 
plays  and  interludes  are  named  in  the  act  with  full  liberty  to  be 
read  by  all  persons.  The  reading  of  the  Scripture  is  limited  to 
judges,  noblemen,  captains  and  justices,  who  are  allowed  to  read 
the  Bible  to  their  families.  “  Merchants  may  read  it  in  private 
to  themselves ;  but  no  women  or  artificers,  prentyses,  iomeyman, 
scruyng  man  of  the  degrees  of  yomen  or  vnder,  no  husbandman, 
nor  labourers,  shall  reade  wythin  this  realme  the  Bible  or  New 
Testament  in  Englyshe  to  hym  self,  or  to  any  other  priviatly  or 
openly.”  A  separate  clause  allows  noble  women  or  gentlewomen 
to  read  it  privately.  His  highness  declares  that  by  lawes  dredfull 
and  penall  he  will  purge  and  clense  his  realme  of  all  suche  books ! 
It  is  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  that  there  is  no  clause  to 
allow  the  clergy  to  road  the  Bible  m  English. 

The  provisions  of  this  act  are  so  monstrous  as  to  need  no  com¬ 
ment.  Hie  wealthy,  whose  education  enabled  them  to  read  the 
Bible  in  Latin,  and  who  in  consequence  could  not  he  prevented 
from  reading  it,  were  permitted  to  use  it  in  English ;  but  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  unlettered  souk  were  not  to  have  the  gospel,  but  to  be  shut 
up  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance.  The  system  which  required 
such,  a  law  to  support  it,  loved  darkness  because  it  was  evil. 

As  age  crept  on,  Henry  became  peevish,  restless,  and  wretched, 
and  was  guided  by  the  enemies  to  the  Bible.  In  July,  1547,  he 
issued  a  sweeping  proclamation  against  Coverdale’s  Bible,  Tyn- 
dale'a  Bible  and  Testament,  and  all  the  works  of  Coverdale,  Tyn¬ 
dale,  Barnes,  Jo  ye,  Roy,  and  others  of  that  persuasion.  Among  the 
works  of  Tyndale,  is  specified,  “  The  Parable  and  Complaynte  of 
the  Plowman  unto  Christe.”  This  tract  must  be  exceedingly  rare, 
sinee  it  has  escaped  all  the  researches  of  our  bibliographers. 
Every  person  who  kept  a  copy  or  portion  of  a  copy  of  any  of 
these  books,  was  to  be  punished  as  a  heretic. 

In  those  trying  times,  when  the  bread  of  life  was  eaten  in  secret, 
tlie  poor  deeply  felt  tlie  privation.  Thus  a  labourer  wrote  in  a  book, 
“On  the  invention  of  things,  at  Oxfonle  the  yere  1546  browt 
down  to  Seynbury  bv  John  Darbve.  price  14 d.  When  f  kern* 
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M  r.  Letymers  shy  pc  I  bout  thys  boke,  when  the  Testament  was 
a!>eragatyn,  that  shepherdys  might  not  red  hit:  I  pray  God 
amende  that  blyndnes,  Wryt  by  Robert  Wyllyams,  keppynge 
shepe  vppon  Seynbnry  Hill.''  The  prayet  of  this  pious  shepherd 
was  soon  fulfilled. 

Before  I  close  this  memoir,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  it  is 
not.  possible  to  identify  Tyndale  with  any  of  the  little  detachments 
of  Christians  called  sects,  the  whole  of  which  form  the  Christian 
army.  These  differences  have  at  all  times  existed,  both  in  the 
Jewish,  tlie  Roman  Catholic,  the  Greek,  and  the  Protestant 
churches ;  whether  they  be  called  Pharisees,  Dominicans,  Calvin¬ 
ists,  Sadducces,  Franciscans,  Arminians,  or  by  any  other  term. 
Tvndalostime  was  so  fully  occupied  in  defending  the  great  princi¬ 
ples  of  Christianity,  that  his  sentiments  upon  what  are  called  non- 
essentials  cannot  be  ascertained.  This  is  certain,  that  he  most 
justly  conceived  the  church  of  Christ  to  consist  of  all  those  who 
from  conviction  and  affection  received  the  gospel,  and  proved 
t  heir  sincerity  by  strict  morality  and  amiable  conduct ;  all  those 
who  were  obedient  unto  faith,  and  considered  Christ  to  be  the 
sole  head  of  his  universal  church. 

The  republication  of  this  volume,  formerly  prohibited  under  the 
severest  penalties,  is  not  merely  intended  to  gratify  the  antiquary 
or  the  philologist,  but  to  promote  and  assist  researches  after  divine 
l  ruth.  The  severe  trials  of  our  forefathers  have  secured  to  us  ex¬ 
tensive  privileges :  they  sowed  the  seed  with  tears ;  we  are  reaping 
the  harvest  with  joy.  They  immortalized  their  names  by  having, 
through  sufferings  almost  inconceivable,  given  to  us  the  inspired 
volume.  And  be  it  our  glory  to  send  this  heavenly  gift  to  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth ;  until  its  triumphs  shall  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  extermiuating  war,  slavery,  and  all  other  evils,  and  by 
disposing  every  human  being  to  seek  the  glory  of  God,  in  promot¬ 
ing  peace  on  earth  and  good-will  towards  his  fellow  men. 
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LIST  OF  BOOKS 

Either  ascribed  to  Tyndale,  or  published  with  his  name. 


The  Bible*  containing  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  and  the  Apocrypha. 
Published  in  folio,  1537, 1538, 1549*  1549*  1551*  1551*  and  in  octavo,  4  vols. 
1549  and  1551. 

r  ■ 

The  New  Testament*  1525*  revised  in  1534.  Not  less  than  eighty  dis- 

* 

tinct  editions  were  printed.  In  1549,  R.  Wolf  published  Coverdale’s  Test, 
with  499  variations  of  Tyndale.  Upon  a  comparison  with  the  present  trans¬ 
lation*  it  was  found  that  of  these  readings*  195  of  Tyndale’s  were  adopted. 
120  of  Coverdale’s,  and  slight  alterations  from  both  in  184  texts. 

The  Pentateuch.  1530*  1534,  1544*  1551. 

The  Prophet  Jonah.  1530*  1537. 

Exposition  of  v.  vi.  and  vii.  chapters  of  Matthew.  1533*  1548. 

The  Epistles  of  John*  with  a  Comment.  1531*  1538. 

Exposition  of  1  Cor.  vii.  with  Prologue.  1529* 

Expositions  of  1  Cor.  iv.f  John  vi.*  and  1  Cor.  xi. 

Prologues  to  many  Books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament. 

A  Boke  concerning  the  Church. 

A  Godly  Disputation  between  a  Christian  Shoemaker  and  a  Popish  Parson. 
The  disclosing  of  the  Man  of  Sin. 

The  Matrimony  of  Tyndale.  1529. 

Wiclif's  Wicket*  with  a  Preface. 

A  Compendious  Olde  Treatise*  shewynge  howc  that  we  ought  to  haue  y' 
Scripture  in  Englysshe.  Luft,  1530,* 

The  Prayer  and  Complaint  of  a  Plowman  nnto  Christ. 

The  Supplication  of  Beggars. 

A  Treatise  upon  Signs  and  Sacraments. 

The  Testament  of  William  Tracy  expounded. 

Three  Epistles  to  Frith. 


•  This  exceedingly  rare  timet,  one,  sheet  in8vu,  mice  Herberts,  is  now  in  my  library, 
I  believe  it  lo  be  unique. 
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A  Protestation  touching  the  Resurrection  of  the  Bodies  and  the  State  of 
the  Souls  after  this  Life.  1530, 

Parable  of  the  Wicked  Mammon.  Small  8vo.  and  4to*  May,  1528. 
Obedience  of  a  Christen  Man*  May  and  Oct*  1528,  1535,  1561*  . 

An  Answer  unto  Sir  Thos.  More’s  Dialogues* 

A  Pathway  into  the  Scripture, 

An  Answer  to  Sir  Thos.  More’s  Confutation. 

The  Practice  of  Prelates.  1530,  1548* 

IN  LATIN. 

De  ccena  Domini*  i 

De  ecclesia  ad  versus,  j  More. 

Ad  versus  Joy  calnmnias. 

Dc  purgatorii  parocho* 

Preface  to  G«  Thorpi  et  J*  O Ideas tclli  examinat. 

TRANSLATIONS. 

Qucedam  Opuscuia  Lutberi. 

Enchiridion  Militis  Christiani. 

Isocrates  Orationes* 
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SELECT 

COLLATIONS  OP  THE  FIRST  AND  SECOND  EDITIONS 

OF 

CjntfoU’4  jbtu  Critament; 

CONTAINING  ALL  TUB  VARIATIONS  IN  MATTHEW,  CHAPTERS  i. — vii.  ; 
JOHN,  CHAfTfilLS  X. - XV.  ;  ANI>  IN  THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  GALATIANS.* 


First  Edition,  1525-6*  Matthew.  Revised  in  1534. 

I  CIu  l.  I 


of  the  captivete  of  Babilou 


After  they  wcr  ledd  captive  to 

Bub  i  Ion 

of  whome  was  boren* 

The  byrthe  off  Christe 
mary  was  maryed  vnto  Joseph 
loth  to  defame  her 
in  slepe  { 

which  is,  as  moche  to  saye  be  in*  i 
terpretacion,  as  God  with  vs  J 


Ch.  2. 


they  were  caryed  awaye  to  Ba¬ 
bylon* 

And  after  they  were  brought  to 
Babylon* 

of  which  was  boren 

The  byrthe  of  Jesus  Christ* 

May  was  betrouthed  to  Joseph. 

loth  to  make  an  ensampie  of  hir 

in  a  dreame* 

which  is  by  iuterprctacion  God 

> 

with  Y3 


in  Bethleem  a  tonne  of  Jury 
king  Herode 

Herode  the  kynge,  after  he  hadd 
herde  thys. 

he  sent  for  all  the  chefe 
and  demau  ruled  off  themf 
a  toune  of  Jury 

shalt  not  be  the  leest  as  perteyn- 
inge  to  the  princes 
a  captaine,  whych 
When  ye  be  come  thyder  searche 
entred  into  the  house 
warned  in  ther  slepe 
Alter  that  they  were 
in  his  slepe 


at  Bethleem  in  Jury 
Herode  the  kynge 
When  Herode  y*  kyuge  hud 
herde  thys. 

« 

he  gathered  all  y*  chefe 
and  axed  of  them 
in  Jury 

art  not  the  leest  concernynge  the 
Princes 

the  captayne,  tlmt 
Goo  and  scarchc* 
went  into  the  house 
warned  of  God  in  a  dreame* 
When  they  were* 
in  dreame* 


•  The  readings  marked  with  a  •  arc  retained  in  the  present  authorised  version, 
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When  Herod  was  deed,  Lo  an 
angell  off  the  lorde  apered  vnto 
J  oseph  in  egipte  saynge 

which  sought  the  chyldes  deeth 
warned  in  hig  slepe 

knokJging  their  Wynnes 
shalbe  hewnc  doune 
with  cYerlastyngc  fvre 
open  vnto  hym  r  and  he  saw* 
thys  ysmy  deare  sonne 

in  to  u  desert 

att  the  last  lie  was  an  hungred 

stey  the  vpp 

and  the  beauty  of  them 

the*  Tiordc  God 

Beholdc  the  londe 

Iyghl  is  epronge* 

maynteyners  of  peace 
men  shall  revyle  you* 
i  f  the  salt  be  once  uns&very 
but  to  be  cast  oute  at  the  dares,  j 
and  that  men  treade  it  vnder* 
fete 

all  them  which  are 
Se  that  youre  light 
Yc  shall  not  thinkc  [ 

to  disannll 


Ch*  2. 

-  D. 

Oh.  3. 

-  A, 

-  C. 

-  D, 
€h.  4« 

-  B. 

-  C. 

Ch.  5, 

-  A. 

-  B, 

-  C. 


shall  teache*  !  — 

{ 

*hall  observe  and  teache  them,  j  — 
that  personc  shalbe  called 
greatc 

But  whosoever  shall  saye  unto  -  D« 
his  brother  thou  foie 
eny  thynge  agaynst  the  — 

reconcile  thy  silfe  — 

at  once  — 

thine  adversary  — 


Wien  Herode  was  deed:*  be- 
holde,  an  angell  of  y*  Lorde  ap- 
pered  in  a  dream  e  to  Joseph 
in  Egypte  sayinge 
which  sought  y*  chyldes  life 
warned  of  god  in  a  dreame* 

confessynge  their  synnes* 
is  hewen  doune* 
with  vnquencheable  fyre+ 
open  over  hym  :  and  Jhon  sawe 
[  Thys  ys  that  my  beloved  sonne 

r 

♦ 

* 

into  wildemes* 

he  was  afterward  an  hungred* 

holde  y»  vp 

and  all  j*  glorie  of  them* 
y*  Lorde  thy  God* 

;  The  londe* 
lyght  is  begone  to  shyne 

i 

■ 

i  peacemakers* 
men  reuyle  you 
yf  y*  salt  have  lost  fair  saltnes, 
but  to  be  cast  oute,*  and  to  be 
troaden  vuder  fote  of  men 

all  that  are* 

Let  youre  light* 

Thinke  not* 
to  destroye* 
teacheth 

obserueth  and  teacheth,  y’  same 
shalbe  called  gveate 

But  whosoeuer  sayeth  thou  foie, 

ought  agaynst  the* 
be  reconcyled* 
quicklye* 
that  adversary 
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First  Edition,  1525 -(k  Matthew. 


Rkviskh  in  1534. 


eyeth  a  wyfe 
a  teatymonyall  of  her 
one  beer  whyte,  or  blacke : 
ye  withstond  not  wronge 
But  yf  a  man 

and  take  thy  coote  from  the 

youre  h evenly  father 

* 

the  gentyls  do 

them  which  tiTaspas  vs 

but  delyvre  vs  from  yrell,  Amen. 


I 


that  hit  myght  apere  vnto  men 
that  they  faste 

Gaddre  not  treasure  together  on 
erth 

there  are  youre  hertes  also, 
ys  full  of  light, 
what  rayment  ye  shall  wears 
Are  ye  not  better  than  they  ? 

Behold  e  the  lyles 
Care  not  for  therfore  for  the  daye 
fuloynge :  For  the  daye  folo- 
ynge  shall  care  ffor  yt  sylfe. 
Echo  dayes  trouble  ys  *  suffi¬ 
cient  for  the  same  silfe  day. 

Iudge  not  lest  ye  be  nidged. 

which  wolde  proffer  his  sonne  a 
stone  if  he  axed  him  breed  ? 


he  that  fulfUleth 

have  we  not  caste 

and  it  was  not  Over  throwen, 

and  doth  not  the  same 


Ch,  5. 

-  E. 

-  F. 


-  G. 
Ch.  6. 

-  A. 

-  B. 


-  C. 


-  D. 


Ch.7. 


-  B 


looketh  on  a  wyfe 
a  testymonyall  also  of  the 
one  white  heer,  or  blacke 
ye  resist  not  wronge 
But  whosoever* 

% 

j  and  take  awaye  thy  coote* 
j  youre  father  that  is  in  heauen  s* 


i  the  hethen  <lo* 

► 

fc 

j  oure  trcspacers 
but  delyver  vs  from  evell  For 
thyne  is  y*  kyngedome  and 
y*  power,  and  y*  glorye  for 
ever.  Amen.* 

that  they  myght  bescne  of  men 
how  they  faste 

Se  that  ye  gaddre  yon  not  trea¬ 
sure  vpou  yp  erth 
j  there  will  youre  hertes  be  also* 
shalbe  full  of  light.* 
what  ye  shall  put  on* 

Are  ye  not  moche  better  then 
they  ?* 

Considre  y#  lylics* 

Care  not  then  for  the  morow, 
but  let  y»  morow  care  for  it 
selfe :  for  the  daye  present 
hath  ever  ynough  of  his  awne 
trouble. 


t 


1 J vdge  uol,  that  ye  be  no 
j  judged.* 

j  which  if  his  sonne  axed  hyn 
bread,  wolde  offer  him 
stone  ? 


-  C.  |  be  that  dothe* 


haue  caste* 
and  it  fell  uot,* 
and  doth  then  not,* 
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Whosoever  entretli 

Ch.  10. 
-  A. 

he  that  entreth* 

he  is  a  thefc 

— 

.  the  same  is  a  thefe* 

To  this  man  the  porter 

to  him  the  porter* 

This  manner  of  sayinge 

- _ 

This  similitude 

thatt  1  am  the  dore 

I  am  the  dore* 

a  goode 

ye  good* 

ami  knowe  ray  sbepe* 

t-| - L  1 

* 

* 

and  knowe  mync 

And  I  geve  my  sylfe 

_  \ 

And  1  geve  my  iyfe 

and  they  shall  heare* 

— 

that  they  maye  he  are 

And  there  sh&lbc  won  flocke 

—  . 

and  that  ther  maye  be  one 

Agayne  there  was 

> 

1 

flock  e 

And  ther  was 

♦Solomons  hall 

—  [  Salomons  porche* 

is  greatter  then  all  men 

is  greatter  then  all* 

1  have  snyile 

I  saye 

Butt  though  ye  beleve  not  me 

— 

But  if  I  do  though  ye  beleve  not 

Ch.ll. 

me* 

w 

then  shall  he  do  welc  ynough” 

-  B. 

be  shall  do  well  ynough 

Jesus  spake 

— 

How  be  it  Jesus  spake* 

cam  to  Martha* 

-  c. 

were  come  to  Martha 

sate  stille  at  home 

_ 

sate  still  in  the  housse* 

I  knowe  well,  he  shall 

1  knowe  that  he  shall* 

Whosoever* 

— 

He  that 

and  called  her  sister 

and  called  Marie  her  sister* 

and  vexed  hvm  silfe 

¥ 

-  D. 

and  was  troubled  in  him  selfe 

I  geve  the  thankes 

I  thankethe* 

I  knewe  wele  that 

— 

I  wot  that 

with  bondes  after  the  manner  as 

> 

with  grave  bondes 

they  were  wonte  to  bynde  their 

► 

deed  with  all 

From  that  day  kept  they  a  coun¬ 

From  that  daye  forth  they  held  a 

sel!  to  gedder 

counsel!  to  geder* 

&U  the  housse  smelled 

Ch.  12. 

' 

the  housse  was  filled* 

held 

-  B. 

therfore  held 

which  cam 

1 

that  were  come* 

Ye  se  that 

-  c: 

perceave  ye  how* 

loo  all  the  worlde  goth  after 

beholde  the  worlde  goth  aw&yc 

hym 

after  him 

9ti 
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be  cast  out  a  dores 

-  E. 

1  be  cast  out* 

arme  off  the  lorde  declared 

-  F.  - 

arme  of  y"  Lorde  opened 

He  that  putteth  me  avaye 

-  G, 

He  that  refuscth  me 

shall  iudge 

they  shall  iudge 

ray  father 

_ 

the  father* 

I  knowe  wele  that  his 

4 

Cb.  1 3. 

I  knowe  that  this 

had  geven  him  all 

-  A. 

had  geven  all* 

yff  1  washe  not  thy  fete 

-  B. 

yf  1  wasshe  f  not* 

but  to  wesshe  his  fete,  but 

save  to  wesshe  his  fete,  and 

shall  men  knowe 

-  D. 
Ch.  14. 

shall  all  men  knowe* 

b 

• 

I  will  come  agayne 

-  A. 

1 

i 

And  yf  1  go  to  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  I  will  come  agayne,* 

verite 

— 

y*  truthe* 

And  ye  have  sene  hym 

f 

and  have  sene  him* 

thy  father 

_ 

the  father* 

dweliinge  in  me 

-  B. 

that  dweiieth  in  me* 

Beleve  that  I  am  in  the  father, 

»  < 

■ 

Beleve  me,  that  I  am  the  father 
(all  the  later  editions  have  “  in 

the  father’') 

whosoever  beleeveth 

— • 

he  that  beleveth* 

I  will  come* 

— 

but  will  come 

and  my  father  in  me, 

-  c. 

and  you  in  me,* 

my  fathers 

— 

the  fathers* 

For  the  chefe  ruelar 

-  D. 

For  the  rular 

And  as  my  father 

• 

Ch.  15. 

therfore  as  the  father 

. 

be  the  raeanes  of  the 

-  A. 

thorow  y*  * 

and  I  in  you* 

— * 

and  let  me  byde  in  you. 

gadder  them* 

— 

gadder  it 

they  bume 

1 

it  bumeth 

geven  you 

1 

done  to  you* 

Because 

-  C. 

1 

How  he  it  because 

have  no 

* 

— 

not  have  tiad 

they  shulde  be  with  oute  synne 

• 

they  had  not  had  synne* 

verite 

-  D. 

truthe 

i 
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eongregacinn 
for  ever.  Amen* 

Sekt-  nowe  the  favcour  off  men, 
or  off  God  ? 

more  fervently  mayntayned  the 

•  w  w 

tradicions 
vnto  Peter 


Ch.1. 
-  A* 

~  B, 


congregacionss 
for  ever  and  ever*  Amen.* 
Preache  I  rriannes  doctrine  or 
Godes  ? 

more  fervent  mayntener  of  the 
traditions 
to  sc  Peter* 


glorifyed  god  in  me* 


1  Ch*  2. 


glorified  Go<l  on  my  behalffe 


l  went  uguyue 
l  went  by 
which  are 


and  m  sone  as  James,  Cephas, 
and  Jhon,  vliich  seined  to  be 

i 

pillares,  perceaved  the  grace  i 
thatt  was  geven  vnto  me,  they 
gave  to  me  and  Barnabas  their 
hondea*  I 

to  folowe  the  J  ewes  ? 
ami  we  have 

be  cause  that  »oo  liesshe  shalbe 

« 

V 

justified  hy  the  dedea  of  the 
lawc 


•  I  went  vp  agayne* 

I  went  vp  by* 
which  were* 

and  therfore  when  they  per¬ 
ceaved  the  grace  that  was 
geven  vnto  me,  then  James, 
Cephas  and.  J  ohxt,  which  semed 
to  be  pliers,  gave  to  me  and 
Barnabas  the  ryght  hondea 
to  live  as  do  the  Jewes?* 

And  therfore  we  have 
because  that  by  y*  dedes  of  y« 
la  we  no  flesehe  shalbe  iustified 


then  is  Christ  deed  in  vaync*  — 

Ch.  3. 

yc  have  suffred  in  vayuc  :  vf  it  -  A. 
he  so  that  vc  have  suffered  in  J 

VilVllP 


arc  the  children 

— 

TV  scrip  lure 

-  B. 

and  shewed 

1 

r 

• 

thv  seedes 
* 

-  c. 

• 

run  Termed  of  god 

l 

4 

vnto  which  sccdc  the  promes 

1 

■ 

■ 

Yff  there  had  bene* 

!  -  D. 

A 

put  Christ  mi  you 

♦ 

• 

M 

4 

* 

nether  greke 

4 

for  nil  are  otto 

1  - 

then  Christ  dyed  in  vayne* 

there  ye  have  suffred  in  vayne, 
if  y*  be  vayne, 

the  same  are  liheehyidren 
|  For  the  scripture 
and  therfore  shewed 

I 

I I  the  seedcs 

j  confermed  afore  of  God* 
to  which  y*  promes 
Htrw  be  it  yf  thcr  had  bene 
put  on  Christ* 
nether  gentyle 
j  but  ye  arc  all  one* 
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shulde  rcceave 
the  dayes 

I  feare  off  you 
not  hurtc  me 
Y  e  knowe  wele  howe  that 
digged  out  youre  awne  eyes 
Am  I  ao  greatly  liecome 
Caste  a  wave 

m 


|  Cb,  4. 

■ 


jmyght  reeeavc* 

|  dnyes* 

I  am  in  feare  of  you 
.not  hurtc  me  at  all 
!  ye  knowe,  how* 
plucked  out  youre  awne  eyes* 
:  Am  1  therfore  become 
:  put  awaye 


We  lokefor  and  hope  to  be  iua- 
tified  by  the  sprcte  which ; 
commeth  of  fayth 
in  god 
l  then  suffre 
sondred 
lawynge 
parte  takynges 
shall  not  be  the  anheritours 


-  C. 

-  D. 


We  lokc  for  and  hope  in  the 
sprite,  tu  be  iustified  thorow 
fayth 

in  the  Lorde* 

I  then  yet  suffre 
separated 

variaunce* 

I  sec tea 

< 

j  shall  not  inberite* 


* 


Ch,  6 


Yff  a  man  seme* 

Let  vs  do  good,  and  let  vs  not 
faynte. 


t 


a 

I 

■ 


IF eny  man  seme 

Let  vs  not  be  werv  of  well 

* 

doynge.* 


%.  GNt&cto.  • 


&.  £*9acfce. 


>*?€pe 


oiramente. 
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fflbr  first  Chapter, 


is  the  boke  off  the  generacion  off 
Jhesus  Christ  the  sonne  of  David,  the  sonne 
also  of  Abraham. 

Abraham  begat  Isaac : 

Isaac  begat  J acob ; 

Jacob  begat  Judas  and  hys  brethren  : 

Judas  begat  phares  and  zaram  off  thamar  : 

Pm  arks  begat  Esrom : 

Kshom  begat  Aram : 

Aram  begat  Aminadab : 

A  min  ad  ab  begat  Naasson  : 


Naassor  begat  Salmon : 
Salmon  begat  Boos  of  Rahab  : 
Boos  begat  Obed  of  Ruth: 
Oced  begat  Jesse : 


Jesse  begat  David  the  kynge : 

David  the  kyngc  begat  Solomon/  of  her  that  was  the  wyfe  of  Ury: 


Solomon  begat  Roboam : 
IIokoam  begat  Abia: 


A Di a  begat  Asa: 

Asa  begat  Josaphat: 
Josa  ph  at  begat  Joram  : 


n 
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Joram  begat  Osias : 

Osias  begat  Joatham : 

Joatiiam  begat  Achas : 

Achas  begat  Ezechias : 

Ezeciiias  begat  Man  asses : 

Makasses  begat  Amon : 

Amon  begat  J osias : 

Josias  begat  Jechonias  and  hys  brethren  aboil tc  the  tyroc  of  the 
captivcte  of  Babilon. 

After  they  wer  ledd  captive  to  Babilon  / 

Jechonias  begat  Salathiel : 

Salatiiiel  begat  Zorobabel  t 
Zorohabel  begat  A  bind  : 

Anrtro  begat  Eliachim : 

Euachim  begat  Azor : 

A  zoR  begat  Sadoc  : 

Sauoc  begat  Achin  : 

Achin  begat  Eliud : 

Eli  ud  begat  Eleasar : 

Elkasar  begat  Matthan : 

Matthan  begat  Jacob : 

Jacob  begat  Joseph  the  husbande  off  Mary  /  of  whomc  was  boron 
that  Jhesus  which  is  called  Christ. 

All  tlie  generacions  from  Abraham  to  David  arc  fowrcLene 
generacions.  And  from  David  vnto  the  captivete  of  Babilon  / 
are  fowrtene  generacions.  .  And  from  the  captivete  of  Babilon 
vnto  Christ  /  are  also  fowrtene  generacions. 

The  byrthe  off  Christe  was  on  thys  wysc/  When  hys  mother 
mary  was  maryed  vnto  Joseph/  before  they  cam  to  dwell 
togedder/  she  was  founde  with  chylde  by  the  holy  goost.  Then 
her  husbande  Joseph  beinge  a  perfect  man/  and  loth  to  defame 
her/  was  mynded  to  put  her  awaye  secretly.  WhiU  he  thus 
thought/  behold  the  angeli  of  the  lord  apered  vnto  him  in  slope 
saynge:  Joseph  the  sonne  of  David/  feare  not  to  take  vnto  the/ 
Mary  thy  wyfe.  For  that  which  is  conceaved  in  her  is  of  the  holy 
goost.  She  shall  brynge  forthc  a  sonne/  and  thou  shalt  call  his 
name  Jesus.  For  he  shall  save  his  people  from  theire  synnes. 

All  thys  was  done  to  fulfill  that  which  was  spoken  of  the 
lorde  be  the  prophet  saynge ;  Beholde  a  mayde  shalbe  witli 
chylde/  and  snail  brynge  forthe  a  sonne/  and  they  shall  call  his 
name  Emanuel*  which  is  as  moche  to  saye  be  interpretation  /  as 
God  with  vs. 
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Joseph  as  sone  as  he  awoke  out  of  slepe/  did  as  the  angell  off 
the  lorclc  bade  him/  and  tokc  liys  wyfe  vnto  hym/  and  knewe  her 
not  tyll  she  had  brought  forth  her  fyrst  sonne/  and  called  hys 
name  Jesus. 


Cti  J&ctontt  Chapter. 


wHEN 


Jesus  was  borne  in  Bethleem  a  toune  of  Jury  /  in  the 
)f  king  llerode.  Beholde  /  there  cam  wyse  men  from 
t  he  est  to  Jerusalem  saynge :  where  is  he  that  is  borne  ky age  of 
die  Jues  l  we  have  sene  his  starre  in  the  est/  and  are  come  to 


worship  liyrn. 

Herode  the  kynge/  after  he  hadd  herde  thys /  was  troubled/ 
and  all  Jerusalem  with  hym/  and  he  sent  for  all  the  chefe  prestes 
and  scribes  off  the  people/  and  demannded  off  them  where  Christ 
slutlde  be  borne.  They  sayde  vnto  Iiym  :  in  Betldeem  a  toune 
of  Jury.  Jb'or  thus  it  is  written  be  the  prophet:  And  thou 
Bethleem  in  the  londe  of  Jury/  shaft  not  be  tlie  leest  as  per- 
teyninge  to  the  princes  of  iuda.  For  out  of  the  shal  come  a 
capuine/  whych  shall  govern  my  people  israhel. 

Then  Herod  prevely  called  the  wyse  men/  and  dyligently 
<MH|nyred  of  tlicm/  the  tyme  of  the  starre  that  appered.  And 
sent  them  to  bethleem  saynge :  when  ye  be  come  thyder 
scare-lie  dyligentily  for  the  ehilde.  And  when  ye  have  founde 
hvtn  bringc  me  wordc/  that  y  maye  come  and  worshippe  hym 
also.  When  they  had  horde  the  kynge/  they  departed/  and 
lo  the  starre  whych  they  sawc  in  the  este  went  before  them/ 
vntyll  it  cam  and  stod  over  the  place  where  the  chylde  was. 
When  they  sawc  the  starre/  they  were  marveylously  gladd/  And 
entred  into  the  house/  and  founde  the  ehilde  with  Mary  hys 
mother/  and  kneled  doime  and  worshipped  hym/  and  opened  there 
treaseures/ and  offred  unto  him  gyftes/  gold/  franckynsence/ 
and  myr.  And  after  they  were  warned  in  tlier  slepe/  that  they 
shulde  not  go  ageyne  to  Herod/  they  retourned  into  liter 
awne  countre  another  way. 

After  that  they  were  departed/  lo  the  angell  of  the  lordc 
a  pored  to  Joseph  in  his  slepe  saynge  Aryse  and  take  the  chylde 
and  hys  mother/  and  flye  in  to  Egipte/  and  abyde  there  till  y 
brynge  the  worde.  For  Herod  wyll  seke  the  chylde  to  dcstroye 
hym.  Then  he  arose/  and  toke  the  chylde  and  his  mother  by 
night/  and  departed  in  to  Egipte/  and  was  there  vnto  the  deeth 
of  Herod/  to  fulfill  that  which  was  spoken  of  the  lorde/  be  the 
prophet/  which  sayeth :  out  of  Egipte  have  y  called  my  sonne. 
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Then  Herod  perccavynge  that  he  was  moockcd  off  the  wytc 
men  /  was  cxceedynge  wroth  /  and  sent  forth  and  slue  all  the 
chyldren  that  were  in  bethleein/  and  in  all  the  costes  then:  of/ 
as  many  as  were  two  yere  old  and  vnder  /  accordynge  to  the 
lytnc  which  he  had  diligently  searched  oute  of  the  wyse  men. 

Then  was  fulfilled  that  which  was  spoken  be  the  prophet 
Jeremi/  saynge :  On  the  hilles  was  a  voyce  herder  mournvngc/ 
wepyngc/  and  greats  lamentacion.  Rachel  wepyngc  ffor  her 
chvldren  /  and  woide  nott  be  comforted  because  they  were  not. 

When  Herod  was  deed/  Lo  an  angeil  off  the  lorde  aj>ercd 
vnto  Joseph  in  egipte  saynge :  arise  ami  take  the  chyldc  and 
his  mother/  and  go  in  to  the  londe  of  I srahei .  For  they  arc  deed 
which  sought  the  chyldes  decth.  Then  he  arose  vp/  and  toko 
the  chy Ide  and  his  mother  /  and  cam  into  the  londe  of  Israhcl. 
But  when  he  herde  that  Archclaus  did  raygne  in  Jury  /  in  the 
rourac  off  hys  father  Herode/  he  was  afruyde  to  go  Aether/ 
notwithstondynge  after  he  was  warned  in  his  slepc/  he  tourned 
a  syde  into  the  parties  off  galile/  and  went  and  dwelt  in  a  cite 
called  Nazareth/  to  fiulfill  that  which  was  spoken  be  the  pro- 
phetes :  He  shalbe  called  of  Nazareth. 


Cfjt  Cfjrrtlc  Chapter. 

TN  those  dayes  Jhon  the  baptisercaui  and  preached  in  the 
wildernes  off inry  saynge :  Repent/  the  kyngdome ofheven  is 
at  honde.  This  is  he  of  whom  it  is  spoken  be  the  prophet  Esav  / 
which  saycth :  The  voyce  off  a  crycr  in  wylderncs  /  prepare  die. 
lordes  way/  and  make  liys  pathes  strayghL 

This  Jhon  had  his  garment  off  camels  heer/  and  a  gerdetl  off 
a  skynne  aboute  his  loynes.  Hys  meate  "was  iocustcs/  and  wylde 
bony.  Then  went  out  to  hym  Jerusalem/  and  all  Jury/  and  all 
the  region  rounde  aboute  Jordan/  and  were  baptised* of  hvm  in 
Jordan/  knoledging  their  synnes. 

When  he  sawe  many  off  the  phariscs  and  off  the  saduces 
come  to  hys  baptism/  he  sayde  vnto  them :  O  genera  cion  of 
vipers  /  who  hath  taught  you  to  fle  from  the  vengeaunce  to  come  ? 
brynge  forth  therefore  the  frutes  belongynge  to  rcpcntaunce. 
And  se  that  ye  one  thiuke  not  to  saye  in  yourselves  /  we  have 
Abraham  to  oure  father.  For  I  say  vnto  you  /  that  God  is  able 
off  these  stones/  to  raysc  up  chyldren  vnto  Abraham.  Even 
nowc  is  the  ax  put  vnto  the  rote  of  the  trees:  soo  that  every 
tree  which  bringetli  not  fforthe  goode  frute/  slialbe  hewuc  dounc  / 
and  cast  into  the  Tyre. 

4 


Cf)t  &o$ptU  of  ifHatfjeb).  €%.  to. 

I  Baptise  you  in  water  in  token  of  repen tau nee/  but  he  that 
cometh  after  me/  is  myghtier  then  I :  whose  shues  I  am  not 
worthy  to  beare.  He  shal  baptise  you  with  the  holy  goat/  and 
with  fyrc  /  which  hath  also  his  fan  in  his  bond  /  and  will  pourge 
his  floore/  and  gadre  the  wheet  into  his  gamer/  and  will  bume 
the  chafle  with  cverlastyngc  fyre. 

Then  cam  Jesus  from  Galile  into  Jordan/  to  Jhon  /  flfor  to  be 
baptised  off  hym.  But*  Jhon  fforbade  hym/  saynge  :  I  ought 
to  be  baptysed  off  the :  and  commest  thou  too  me  ?  Jesus 
answered  and  sayde  to  hym  :  Lett  hyt  be  so  nowe.  For  thus  hit 
becomincth  us  to  fulfyll  all  rightewesnes.  Then  he  suffred  hym. 
And  Jesus  as  sone  as  he  was  baptised/  cam  strayght  out  of  the 
water :  And  lo  heven  was  open  vuto  hym :  and  he  saw  the 
spiritc  of  God  deseende  lyke  a  dove/  and  lyght  vppon  hym. 
Ami  lo  there  cam  a  voice  from  heven  sayng  :  tbys  ys  my  deare 
sonne  in  whom  is  my  delyte. 

Cljr  ifourtfyt  Chapter. 

rPHEN  was  Jesus  ledd  awaye  of  the  spirite  in  to  a  desert/  to  be 
tempted  of  the  devyll.  And  when  he  had  fasted  fourtye 
da  yes  and  tburtve  nyghtes/  att  the  last  he  was  an  hungred. 
Then  came  vntyll  hym  the  tempter/  and  sayde :  yff  thou  be  the 
sonne  of  God/  commande  that  these  stones  be  made  bred.  He 
answered  and  sayde:  ytis  wrytten/  man  shall  nott  live  only  by 
breeder  But  by  every  worde  that  proceadeth  out  off  the  mouth 
off  God. 

Then  the  (levy  11  tooke  him  vpp  in  to  the  holy  cite/  and  set 
?*ym  on  a  pynacle  of  the  temple/  and  sayd  vnto  hym  :  yf  thou 
lie  the  sonne  of  God/  east  thysylfe  doune.  For  hit  ys  wrytten/ 
he  shall  geve  his  angels  charge  over  the/  and  with  there  handes 
the  shall  stey  the  vpp/  that  thou  dashe  not  thy  fote  agaynst  a 
stone.  Jesus  sayde  to  hym  /  hit  ys  wrytten  also:  thou  shalt  not 
tempte  thy  lorde  god. 

The  devyll  toke  hym  up  agay ne  and  ledde  hym  in  to  an  exced- 
yugchye  mountayne/  and  shewed  hym  al  the  kyngdomes  of  the 
worldc /  and  the  beauty  of  them/  and  sayde  vnto  hym  :  all 
these  will  I  geve  the  /  iff  thou  wilt  faull  doune  and  worship  me. 
Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  hym.  Avoyd  Satan.  For  it  is  written/ 
Thou  shalt  worshvp  thy  Lorde  God/  and  hym  only  shalt  thou 

serve. 

Then  the  Dyvell  left  hym/  and  lo/  the  angels  cam  and  mi- 
uistred  vnto  hvm. 

V 
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When  Jesus  had  herde  that  Jhon  was  taken  /  he  departed  in 
to  Galile  /  and  left  Nazareth  /  and  went  and  d  welte  in  Capernaum  / 
which  is  a  cite  apon  the  see/  in  the  coostcs  off  Zabulon  and 
Ncptalim/  to  ffulfill  that  whicbe  was  spoken  be  Esay  the  prophet  / 
saynge :  Beholde  the  londe  of  Zabulon  and  Neptalim/  the  wave 
of  the  see  beyonde  Jordan/  Galile  off  the  Gentyls/  tlie  people 
which e  sat  in  dercknes/  sawe  g  reate  iyght :  ilnd  to  than  which 
sate  in  die  region  and  shadowe  of  deeth/  Iyght  is  spronge. 

From  thatt  tyme  Jesus  began  to  preache/  and  to  say  /  repent ; 
for  the  kingdoms  of  heven  is  at  honde. 

As  Jesus  walked  by  the  see  off  Galile/  he  sawe  two  brethren : 
Simon  which  was  called  Peter/  and  Andrew  his  brother/ 
castynge  a  neet  into  the  see  (for  they  were  fisshers)  and  lie 
sayae  unto  them;  folowe  me/  and  I  will  make  you  fisshers 
of  men.  And  they  strayght  waye  lefte  there  nettes/  and  folowed 
hym. 

And  he  went  forthe  from  tlience/  and  sawe  other  twoo 
brethren/  James  the  sonne  of  Zehede/  and  Jhon  his  brother  in 
the  shipper  with  Zebede  their  father  mendynge  tlieir  nettes/ 
and  called  them.  And  they  with  out  taryuige  lefte  the  sliyp 
and  tlieir  Cither  and  folowed  hym . 

And  Jesus  went  aboute  all  Galile/  teachyng  yn  their  sin- 
agoges/  and  preachyngc  the  goapell  of  the  kyngcloine/  and 
healinge  all  manner  of  sicknes/  and  all  manner  dyseases  atnonge 
the  people.  And  hys  flame  spreed  abroodc  through  oute  all 
Siria.  And  they  brought  vnto  hym  alt  sicke  people/  that  were 
taken  with  direr 3  diseases  and  gripinges  /  and  them  that  were 
possessed  with  devils/  and  those  which  were  lunaLyke/  and 
those  that  had  the  palscy/  And  he  healed  them.  And  there 
folowed  hym  a  greatc  n ombre  off  people/  from  .Guide/  and 
from  the  ten  cites/  and  from  Jerusalem/  and  from  Jurv/  and 
from  the  regions  that  lye  beyonde  Jordan. 


b.  Chapter. 


TlfHEN  he  sawe  the  people/  he  went  vp  into  a  uiountaync/ 
T  and  when  he  was  set/  his  disciples  cam  vnto  hym/  and  lie 
opeuned  his  mought/  and  taught  them  Baynge:  Blessed  arc 
the  povre  in  sprete :  for  theirs  is  the  kyngdome  off  faeven. 
Blessed  are  they  that  morne:  for  they  shalbe  comforted’. 
Blessed  are  the  meke ;  for  they  shall  inheret  the  erth.  Blessed 
are  they  which  -honger  and  tburst  for  rightewesnes :  for  they 
shalbe  filled.  Blessed  are  the  merciful! :  for  they  shall  obteyne 
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mercy.  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  herte ;  for  they  shall  se  God. 
Blessed  are  the  maynteyners  of  peace :  for  they  shalbe  called 
the  ehyldrcn  of  God.  Blessed  are  they  which  suffre  persecu- 
cion  for  rightewesnes  sake :  for  theirs  ys  the  kingdome  off  heven. 
Blessed  are  ye  when  men  shall  revyle  you/  and  persecute  you/ 
and  shall  falslv  say  all  manner  of  y veil  saynges  agaynst  you  ffor 
my  sake.  Reioice  and  he  glad  /  for  greate  is  youre  rewarde  in 
heven.  For  so  persecuted  they  tire  prophets  which  were  before 
youre  dayes. 

Ye  arc  the  salt  of  the  erthe.  but  and  if  the  salt  be  once  un¬ 
savory  /  what  can  be  salted  ther  with  ?  it  is  thenceforthe  goode 
for  notbynge/  but  to  be  cast  oute  at  the  dores/  and  that  men 
treade  it  voder  fete.  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  worlde.  A  cite 
that  is  set  ou  an  hill  cannot  be  hid/  nether  do  men  lyght  a 
candeli  and  put  it  vnder  a  busshell/  but  on  a  cand  els  tick  / 
and  it  lighteth  all  them  which  are  in  the  housse.  Se  that  youre 
light  so  shyne  before  men  /  that  they  tnaye  se  youre  good  workes  / 
and  glorify  youre  father  which  is  in  heven. 

Ye  shall  not  thinke  that  I  am  come  to  disanull  the  lawe/  or 
the  prophets,  no  I  am  nott  come  to  disanull  them/  but  to 
lulfyll  them.  For  truely  I  save  unto  you /  till  heven  and  erthe 
perisshe/  one  iott/  or  one  tytle  of  the  lawe  shall  not  scape/  tyll 
all  he  fulfilled. 

Whosoever  breaketh  one  of  these  lest  comaundmentes  /  and 
shall  teaclic  men  so/  he  shalbe  called  the  leest  in  the  kyng- 
domc  off  heven.  But  whosoever  shall  observe  and  teachc  them/ 
that  persone  shalbe  called  greate  in  the  kyngdome  off  heven. 

For  l  saye  vnto  you/  except  youre  rightewesnes  excede/  the 
rightewesnes  off  the  scribes  and  pharisees/  ye  cannot  entre  into 
the  kyngdome  off  heven. 

Ye  have  henlc  howe  it  was  sayd  vnto  them  off  the  oldc  tyrae. 
Tliou  shall  not  kyll.  Whosoever  shall  kyll/  shalbe  in  daunger 
of  iudgemeut.  But  1  say  vnto  you/  whosoever  his  angre  with 
hys  brother/  shalbe  in  daunger  off  iudgemeut.  Whosoever 
shall  saye  unto  hys  brother  racha/  shalbe  in  daunger  off  a 
counsell.  But  whosoever  shall  saye  unto  his  brother  tliou  foie/ 
shalbe  in  daunger  of  hell  fyre.  Therfore  when  thou  offerest 
thy  gyftc  alt  the  altre/  and  there  remembrest  that  thy  brother 
hath  eny  ihytige  agaynst  the  :  leve  there  tliyne  offrynge  before 
the  altre/  and  go  thy  waye  first  and  reconcile  thy  silfc  to  thy 
brother/  and  then  come  and  offre  thy  gyfl'te. 

Agre  with  thine  adversary  at  once/  whiles  thou  arte  in  the 
waye  with  hym/  lest  thine  adversary  delyvre  the  to  the  iudge/ 
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and  the  lodge  del  tyre  the  to  the  minister/  and  then  thou  be  cast 
in  to  preson.  I  say  unto  the  veiely :  thou  sbalt  not  come  out 
thence  till  thou  have  payed  the  vtmost  farthing. 

Ye  have  herde  howe  yt  was  say  die  to  them  off  olde  tyme/ 
Thou  shalt  nott  committ  advoutric.  But  I  say  unto  you/  that 
whosoever  eyeth  a  wyfe/  lustynge  affter  her/  hathe  committed 
advoutrie  with  her  alredy  in  his  hert, 

Wherfore  yf  thy  right  eye  ofiende  the/  plucke  hym  out  and 
caste  him  from  the.  Better  hit  is  for  the  that  one  of  thy  mem- 
bres  perisshe  then  that  thy  whole  body  shuld  be  caste  in  to 
hell.  Also  yf  thy  right  honde  offend  the/  cut  hym  off  and  caste 
hym  from  the.  Better  hyt  ya  that  one  off  thy  mem b res  perisshe  / 
then  that  all  thy  body  snulde/  be  caste  in  to  hell. 

Hit  ys  sayd/  whosoever  put  awaye  his  wyfe/  let  hym  gevc  her 
a  testymonyall  of  her  devorcement.  But  I  say  vnto  you :  who¬ 
soever  put  awaye  his  wyfe  (except  hyt  be  for  fornication)  causeth 
her  to  breake  matrimony.  And  whosoever  marycdi  her  that  is 
divorced/  breketh  wedlocke. 

Agayne  ye  have  herde  howe  it  was  sayd  to  them  off  oldc 
tyme/  thou  shalt  not  forawere  thy  silfe/  but  shaltt  performe 
thyne  othe  to  God.  But  1  say  vnto  you  swore  not  at  all: 
nether  by  Hevcn  for  hyt  ys  goddes  eeate ;  nor  yet  by  the  erth/ 
ffor  it  ys  hys  fote  stole :  Nether  by  Jerusalem/  Hot  hit  ys  the  cite 
of  the  grete  kyngc :  nether  shaft  thou  sweaie  by  thy  heed  /  be¬ 
cause  thou  canst  not  make  one  heer  whyte  /  or  blacke :  But  your 
communlcaeion  shalbe  /  y e  /  ye :  nay  nay .  For  what  soever  is 
more  than  that/  cometh  off  yvell. 

Ye  hare  herde  howe  it  ys  sayd  /  an  eye  for  an  eye :  a  tothc 
for  a  tothe.  But  1  saye  vnto  you /  that  ye  withstand  not 
wronge:  But  yf  a  man  geve  the  a  blowe  on  thy  right  chekc/ 
tourae  to  him  the  othre.  And  yfl'  eny  man  will  sue  die  at  the 
lawe/  and  take  thy  coote  from  the/  J-ett  hym  have  thy  cloockc 
also.  And  whosoever  wyli  compell  the  to  goo  a  mvle  /  goo  wyth 
him  twayne.  Geve  to  him  that  axeth.  and  from  him  that 
wolde  boro  we  toume  not  awaye. 

Ye  have  herde  howe  it  is  sayde  :  thou  shalt  love  thyne  negh- 
bour/  and  hate  thine  enemy.  But  y  saye  vnto  you/  lore  you  re 
enemies.  Blesse  them  that  coursse  you.  Do  good  to  them 
that  bate  you/  Praye  dor  them  which  doo  you  wronge/  and 
persecute  you/  that  ye  may  be  the  chyldren  of  youre  hevenly 
father :  ffor  he  ntaketh  his  sunne  to  aryse  /  on  the  yvell  /  and  on 
the  good/  and  sendeth  his  reyne  on  the  iuste  and  on  the  miuste. 
For  yf  ye  shall  love  them  which  love  you  :  what  rewarde  shall  yc 
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have  ?  Boo  not  the  publicans  even  so  ?  And  if  ye  be  frendly 
to  youre  brethren  onli :  what  singnler  thynge  doo  ye  ?  Doo  nott 
the  publicans  lykewyse  ?  Ye  shall  therfore  be  per&cte  /  even  as 
youre  hcvcnly  father  is  perfecte. 

Cj)r  hi.  Cfyapttr. 

'T'AKE  hede  to  youre  almes.  That  ye  geve  it  not  in  the  syglit 
of  men.  to  die  intent  that  ye  wolde  be  sene  off  them.  Or 
els  ye  gett  no  rewarde  off  youre  father  in  lieven.  Whensoever 
therfore  thou  gevcst  thine  almes/  thou  shalt  not  make  a  trompet 
to  be  blowne  before  the/  as  the  ypocrites  do  in  the  synagoges  and 
in  the  stretes/  fforto  be  preysed  off  men/  Verily  Isay  vntoyou/ 
they  have  there  rewarde.  But  when  thou  does!  thine  almes/ let 
not  thy  lyfte  honde  knowe/  what  thy  righte  hand  doth  /  that  thyne* 
almes  may  be  secret  /  and  thy  father  which  setth  in  secret  shall  re¬ 
warde  the  openly.  And  when  thou  piayest/  thou  shalt  nott  be  as 
the  ypocrites  are.  For  they  love  to  stond  and  praye  in  the  syna¬ 
gogues  and  in  corners  of  the  stretes/  because  they  wolde  be 
scnc  of  men.  Vcrclcy  I  saye  vntoyou  /  they  have  there  rewarde. 
But  when  thou  pmyest/  entre  into  thy  chambre /  and  shutt  thy 
dore  to  the/  and  pray  to  tby  father  which  ys  in  secrete  :  and 
thy  father  which  seith  in  secret/  shall  rewarde  the  openly. 

But  when. ye  praye/  bable  not  moebe/  as  the  gentyls  do :  for 
they  thincke  that  they  shalbe  henle  /  ffor  there  moebe  bablynges 
sake.  Be  ye  not  iyke  them  there  fore.  For  youre  father  knoweth 
wherof  ye  have  neade/  before  yc  axe  off  him.  After  this  maner 
there  fore  pray  yc. 

O  ourc  filth er  which  arte  in  heven/  halowed  be  thy  name. 
Let  thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  wyll  be  fulfilled/  as  well  in  erthr 
as  hit  ys  in  heven.  Gcvc  vs  this  daye  oure  dayly  breade.  And 
lorgeve  vs  oure  treaspascs/  even  as  we  forgevc  them  which  treas- 
pas  vs.  Leedc  vs  not  into  temptacion.  but  delyvre  vs  from 
well  r  Amen.  For  and  yff  ye  shall  forgeve  other  men  there  treas- 
pases/  youre  father  in  heven  shal  also  forgeve  you.  but  and  ye 
wyll  not  forgeve  men  there  trespases/  no  more  shall  youre  father 
forgevc  your  treaspascs. 

Moreovro  when  ye  faster  be  not  sad  as  the  ypocrites  are.  For 
they  disfigure  there  faces  /  that  hit  myght  apere  vnto  men  that 
they  faste.  Vcrely  y  say  vnto  you/  they  have  there  rewarde. 
But  thou/  when  thou  fastest/  annoynte  thine  heed/  and  washe 
thy  face/  that  it  appere  nott  vnto  men  howe  that  thou  fastest : 
hut  vnto  thy  father  which  is  in  secrete,  and  thy  father  which 
seith  in  secret/  shall  rewarde  the  openly. 
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Gaddre  not  treasure  together  on  erth/  where  rest  and  mothes 
corrupte/  and  where  theves  brcakc  through  and  steule.  But 
gaddre  ye  treasure  togedder  in  heven/  where  nether  rust/  nor 
mothes  compte.  and  wher  theves  nether  breake  up  /  nor  yet  steale. 
For  whearesoever  youre  treasure  ys/  there  are  youre  hertes  also. 

The  light  off  thy  body  is  thyne  eye.  AVherfore  if  tbyne  eye 
be  single/  all  thy  body  ys  full  of  light.  But -and  if  thync  eye  be 
wycked  /  then  is  all  tliy  body  full  of  dercknes.  Wherefore  yf  the 
light  that  is  in  the  be  dercknes :  howe  greate  ys  that  dercknes  ? 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters.  For  other  he  shall  hate  the 
one/  and  love  the  other:  or  els  he  shall  lene  the  one/  and 
despise  the  other.  Ye  can  nott  serve  God  and  mammon. 
Therefore  1  saye  vnto  you  /  be  not  carefoll  for  youre  lyfe  /  what 
ye  shall  eat e/  or  what  ye  shall  drynckc/  nor  yet  for  youre 
boddy/  what  rayment  ye  shall  weare.  Ys  not  the*lyfc  more 
worth  then  mcatc?  and  the  boddy  more  off  value  than  rayment? 
Beholde  the  fbules  of  the  aier :  for  they  sowe  not/  neder  reepe/ 
nor  yet  cary  into  the  barnes/  and  yett  youre  hevenly  father 
fedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  better  than  they  ? 

Whiche  off  you  (though  he  toke  tought  therefore)  couldc 
put  one  cubit  vnto  his  stature?  And  why  care  ye  then  for  nty- 
ment  ?  Beholde  the  lyles  off  the  felde  /  howe  thy  growe  /  They 
labour  nott  nether  spynn/  And  yet  for  all  that  I  saie  vnto  you 
that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  royalte/  was  nott  Grayed  lyke  vnto 
one  of  these.  Wherfore  yf  God  so  clothe  the  grassc/  which  ys 
to  daye  in  the  felde  and  to  morowe  shalbe  cast  mto  the  four- 
nace  :  shall  he  not  moche  more  do  the  same  vnto  you  /  o  ye  off 
lytle  fayth  ? 

Therfore  take  no  thought  saynge :  what  shall  wc  cate/  or  what 
shall  we  dryncke  /  or  wherewith  shall  we  be  clothed  (Afire  all  these 
thynges  seke  the  gentyls)  For  youre  hevenly  father  khoweth  that 
ye  have  neadc  off  all  these  thynges.  But  rather  seke  ye  fyrst  die 
kyngdom  of  heven  /  and  the  rightewesnes  ther  of /  and  all  these 
thynges  shal  be  ministred  vnto  you. 

Care  not  therfore  for  the  daye  foloynge.  For  the  daye  foloyngc 
shall  care  flbr  yt  sylfe.  Eclie  dayes  trouble  ys  sufficient  for  the 
same  silfe  day. 


bi|.  Laptev. 

TUDGE  not  lest  ye  be  iodged.  For  as  ye  bulge  bo  shall  ye  he 
iudged.  And  with  what  mesur  ye  mete/  with  the  same 
shall  it  be  mesnred  to  you  agayne.  Why  seist  thou  a  moots  in 
thy  brothers  eye/  and  percevest  not  the  beame  that  ys  in  thyne 
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;t\vne  eye.  Or  why  gayest  thou  to  thy  brother :  suffre  me  to  plucke 

outc  a  moote  oute  oft  thync  eye/  and  behold  a  beanie  is  in  thyne 
uvrne  eye,  Ypocrite/  first  cast  oute  the  beame  oute  of  tbyne 
nwne  eye/  ami  then  slialte  thou  se  clearly  to  plucke  oute  the 
moote  outc  off  thy  brothers  eye. 

Geve  not  that  which  is  holy  to  dogges  /  nether  caste  ye  youre 
pearles  before  swyne/  lest  they  treads  them  vnder  their  fete/ 
and  tlie  other  touroe  agayne  and  all  to  rent  you. 

Axe  and  it  shalbe  geven  you,  Seke  and  ye  shall  fynd/ 
Knockc  and  it  shalbe  opened  vuto  you.  For  whosoever  axeth 
receavelh/  aud  be  that  seketh  fyndeth/  and  to  hym  that  knocketh  / 
it  shalbe  opened,  ys  there  eny  man  among  you  which  wolde 
proffer  his  sonne  a  stone  if  he  axed  him  breed?  or  if  he  axed 
iysshc/  wolde  he  proffer  hyine  a  serpent?  Yff  ye  then  which  are 
cvyll/  eann  geve  to  youre  children  good  gyftcs:  howc  moche 
moore  shall  youre  father  which  ys  m  heven/  geve  good  thynges 
to  tlietn  that  axe  off  hvm  ? 

•fri 

Ther fore  wliatsoever  ye  wolde  that  men  shulde  do  to  you  f 
even  so  do  ye  to  them.  This  ys  the  lawe  and  the  prophettes. 

Enter  in  at  the  stray te  gate:  fior  wyde  is  the  gate/  and  broade 
ys  the  waye  tliat  leaueth  to  destruction:  and  many  there  be 
which  goo  yn  there  alt.  For  stray  te  ys  the  gate/  and  naxowc 
is  the  waye  which  leadeth  vnto  lyfe:  and  feawe  there  be  that 

fyndc  it. 

Beware  off  falce  prophettes/  which  come  to  you  in  shcpcs 
clothynge/  but  inwardly  they  are  iavenynge  wolves.  Ye  shall 
k  u owe  them  by  their  frutes.  Do  men  gaddre  grapes  off  tliornca? 
or  figgeg  off  bryrcs?  Even  soo  every  good  tree/ bryngethe  forthe 
good  frute.  But  a  corrupte  tree/  bryngethe  forth  evyll  frute. 
A  good  tree  cannott  bryngc  forthe  bad  frute :  nor  yett  a  bad  tree 
can  bryngc  forthe  good  frute.  Every  tree  that  bryngethe  not 
forthe  good  frute  /  shalbe  hewne  doune/  and  cast  into  the  fyre, 
Whctforc  by  there  frutes  ye  shall  knowe  them .  Not  all  they 
tliatt  say  vuto  me  /  Master/  Master/  shall  enter  into  the  kyng- 
domc  off  heven:  bathe  that  fulfilleth  my  fathers  will  which  ya 
in  heven.  Many  willsaye  to  meyn  tliat  daye/  Master/  Master/ 
have  we  nott  in  thy  name  prophesied?  And  in  thy  name  have 
we  not  caste  out  devyls?  Ana  in  thy  name  have  we  nott  done 
many  miracles?  And  then  will  I  knowlege  vnto  them/  that 
I  never  knewe  lliem.  Depaite  from  me/  ye  workers  of  ini- 
quite. 

Whosoever  hearethe  off  me  these  saynges/and  doethc  the 
$ume/ 1  wylt  lyken  liytue  vnto  a  wyse  man  which  byllt  his  lious&e 
on  a  rockc :  and  aboundancc  off  raync  descended/  and  the  fluddes 
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cam/  and  the  wynddes  blewe/  and  bett  vppon  that  same  hous.se/ 
and  it  was  not  over  throwen  /  because  it  was  grounded  on  the 
rocke.  And  whosoever  heareth  of  me  these  sainges/  and  doth  not 
the  same/  shalbe  lykened  vnto  a  folysh  man/  which  bilt  his 
housse  vpon  the  sonde/  and  abundaunce  of  ray ne  descended/ 
and  the  fluddes  cam  /  and  the  wynddes  blewe  /  and  beet  vppon  that 
housse/  and  it  was  over  throwen  /  and  great  was  the  fall  off  it. 

And  it  cam  to  passe  /  that  when  Jesus  had  ended  these  saynges/ 
the  peple  were  astonnied  at  his  doctryne.  For  he  taught  them 
as  one  havyuge  power/  and  not  as  the  scribes. 


©f)t  bit).  Chapter. 

"VjyHEN  Jesus  was  come  downe  froni  the  mountayne/  moch 
people  folowed  him.  And  lo/  there  cam  a  lepre/  and 
worsheped  him  saynge/  Master/  if  thou  wylt/  thou  canst  make 
me  clene.  He  putt  forthe  his  hond  and  touched  him  saynge :  1 
will/  be  clene/  and  immediatly  his  leprosy  was  elensed.  And 
Jesus  said  vnto  him.  Se  thou  tell  no  man/  but  go  and  shewe 
thysilf  totlic  preste  and  offer  the  gyfte/  that  Moses  commaunded 
to  be  offred  /  in  witnes  to  them. 

When  Jesus  was  entred  in  to  Capernaum/  there  cam  vnto 
himaccrtayneCenturion/  bCsechyng  him  and  saynge :  Master  my 
servaunt  lyeth  sicke  att  home  on  the  palsye/  and  is  grevously 
payned.  And  Jesus  sayd  vnto  him.  1  will  come  and  cure 
him.  The  Centurion  answered  and  saide:  Syr  I  am  not  worthy 
that  thou  shuldest  com  vnder  the  rofe  of  my  housse  /  hut  speakc 
the  worde  only  and  my  servaunt  shalbe  healed.  For  y  also 
my  selfc  am  a  man  vndre  power/  and  have  sowdeeres  vndre  me/ 
and  ys&yeloone/  go/  andhegoelb:  and  toanothre/  come/  and 
he  cometh ;  and  to  my  servaunt/ do  this  /  and  he  doeth  it.  "When 
Jesus  herde  these  saynges;  he  marveyled/  and  said  in  them  that 
folowed  him:  Verely  y  say  vnto  you/  I  have  not  found c  so 
great  tUyth :  no/  not  in  Israeli.  I  say  thcrforc  vnto  you/ 
that  many  shall  come  from  the  eest  and  weest/  and  shalfrest 
with  Abraham/  Ysaac  and  Jacob/  in  the  kyngdom  of  heven: 
and  the  children  of  the  kingdom  shalbe  cast  out  in  to  the  vt- 
moost  dercknes  /  there  shalbe  wepinge  and  gnasshingof  tethe. 
Then  Jesus  said  vnto  the  Centurion/  go  thy  waye/  and  as  thou 
hast  beleved  so  be  it  vnto  the.  And  his  servaunt  was  healed 
that  same  ltourc.  And  Jesus  went  into  Peters  housse/  and 
sawe  his  wyves  mother  lyinge  sicke  of  a  fevre/  and  be  thouched 
her  handc/  and  the  fevre  leeft  her ;  and  she  arose/  and  ministred 
vnto  them. 
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When  the  even  was  come  they  brought  vnto  him  many  that 
were  possessed  with  devylles/  And  he  cast  out  the  spirites  with 
a  word/  and  healed  all  that  were  sicke/  to  fulfill  that  whiche 
was  spoken  by  Esay  the  prophet  sainge :  He  toke  on  him  oure 
infirm  ytes/  and  bare  oure  sicknesses. 

When  Jesus  saw  moche  people  about  him/  he  commaunded  to 
go  over  the  water.  And  there  cam  a  scribe  and  said  Ynto  him  : 
master/  I  woll  folowc  the  whythersumever  thou  goest.  And 
Jesus  said  vnto  him:  the  foxes  have  holes/  and  the  bryddes 
of  the  aier  have  nestes/  but  he  aonne  of  the  man  hath  not  where 
on  to  leye  his  heede :  Anothre  that  was  one  of  hys  disciples  seyd 
vnto  him  :  master  suffre  me  fyrst/  to  go  and  burye  my  father. 
But  Jesus  said  vnto  him:  folowe  me/  and  let  the  deed  burie 
their  deed. 

And  he  entred  in  to  a  shyppe/-  and  his  disciples  folowed  him  / 
And  lo  there  arose  a  greate  storme  in  the  see/  in  so  moche/  that 
the  shippe  was  hyd  with  waves/  and  he  was  aslepe :  And  his  dis¬ 
ciples  earn  vnto  him/  and  awoke  him/  sayinge :  master/  save  us/ 
we  perishe.  And  he  said  vnto  them  :  why  are  ye  fearful!/  o  ye  en¬ 
dowed  with  lytell  faithe  ?  Then  he  arose/  and  rebuked  the  wyndes 
and  the  see /and  there  folowed  a  greate  calme.  And  men  marvcyled 
and  said:  whatman  is  tins/  that  bothe  wyndes  and  see  obey  him? 

And  when  he  was  come  to  the  other  syde/  in  to  the  countre 
off  the  gergesens/  there  met  him  two  possessed  of  devylls  /  which 
cam  out  off  the  graves/  and  were  out  off  measure  fearce  /  so 
that  no  roan  myght  go  by  that  waye.  And  lo  they  cryed  out 
saynge:  O  Jesu  the  sonne  off  God/  what  have  we  to  do  with 
the?  art  thou  come  hyther  to  torment  vs  before  the  tyme  be 
come  ?  There  was  a  good  waye  off  from  them  a  greate  heerd  of 
swyne  fedinge.  Then  the  devyls  besought  him  saynge :  if  thou 
cast  vs  out  /  suffre  vs  to  go  oure  waye  into  the  heerd  of  swyne. 
And  he  said  vnto  them  ;  go  youre  wayes  :  Then  went  they  out/ 
and  departed  into  the  heerd  of  swyne.  And  lo/  all  the  heerd 
of  swyne  was  caryed  with  violence  hedlinge  into  the  see/  arid 
perisshed  in  the  water.  Then  the  heerdmen  fleed/  and  went 
there  ways  into  the  cite  /  and  tolde  every  thinge/  and  what  had 
fortuned  vnto  them  that  were  possessed  of  the  devyls.  And  lo  / 
all  the  cite  cam  out/  and  met  Jesus.  And  when  they  sawe  him 
they  besought  him  /  to  depart  out  off  there  costes. 


Wh *  ip.  Chapter. 


A 


ID  he  entred  into  the  shippe:  and  passed  over  and  cam  into 
his  awne  cite.  And  lo/  they  brought  vnto  him  a  man 
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sicke  off  the  palsey  /  lyinge  in  his  bed.  And  when  Jesus  sawe 
there  faith/  he  said  to  the  secke  off  tlic  palsey :  sonne  bo  off 
good  chere/  thy  siimcs  are  forgeven  the.  And  loe/  certeync  of 
the  scribes  said  in  them  selves/  he  blosphcmcth.  And  when 
Jesus  sawe  there  tlioughtes/  he  said  :  wherfore  thinke  yc  cvyll  in 
your  herttes?  Whether  ys  esyer  to  say e/  thi  sinnes  ar  forgeven 
the/  or  to  saye :  arise  and  walke  ?  That  ye  may  knowe/  that 
the  sonne  of  man  hathe  power  to  forgeve  synnes  in  erth  /  then 
sayd  he  vnto  the  sicke  of  the  palsey :  aryse  /  take  vppe  thi  beed  / 
and  go  home  to  thyne  housse.  And  he  arose  and  departed  to  his 
housse.  The  people  that  sawe  it/  marveylled  and  glorified  God/ 
which  had  geven  suche  power  to  men. 

And  as  Jesus  passed  forth  from  thence/  he  sawe  a  man  sytt 
at  the  receyte  off  custurae  named  Matheu/  and  said  to  him: 
folowe  me.  And  he  arose  and  folowcd  him.  And  hit  cam  to 
passe/  thatt  Jesus  satt  at  meate  in  his  housse.  And  lo/  many 
publicans  and  synners/  cam  and  satt  downc  also  with  Jesus/ 
and  his  disciples. 

When  the  pharyscs  had  perceaved  that/  they  sayd  vnto  his 
disciples:  Why  eateth  youre  master  with  publicans  and  synners? 
When  Jesus  herdc  that/  he  sayde  vnto  them  :  The  whole  neadc 
not  the  visicion/  but  they  thatt  are  sicke.  Goo  and  learne/  what, 
that  meaneth:  I  have  pleasure  in  mercy/  and  not  in  offerynge. 
For  I  am  not  come  to  call  the  rightewes/  but  the  sinners  to 
repentaunce. 

Then  cam  the  disciples  of  Jhon  to  hym  saynge/  why  do  wo 
and  the  fames  fast  ofte :  but  thy  disciples  fast  not  ?  And  Jesus 
sayde  vnto  them  :  Can  the  wedaynge  chyldren  mornc  as  Jonge 
as  the  bridegrom  is  with  them  ?  The  tyme  will  come  when  the 
brydgromc  shalbe  tacken  awaye  from  them/  and  then  shall  they 
faste.  Noo  man  peceth  an  olde  garment  with  a  peee  off  newe 
cloothe.  For  then  tacketli  he  away  the  pece  agaync  from  the 
garment/  and  the  rent  ys  made  worsse.  Nether  do  men  put 
newe  wyne  into  olde  vessels/  for  then  the  vessels  breakc/  and 
the  wyne  runneth  oute  and  the  vessels  perysshe.  But  they 
powre  newe  wyne  into  newe  vessels/  and  so  arc  both  saved 
togedder. 

Whyls  he  thus  spake  vnto  them/  Lo  there  cam  a  certayne 
ruler/  and  worshipped  hyme  saynge :  my  doghtcr  is  deed  all 
redy/  but  com  and  lay  thy  honde  on  her/  and  she  shall  live. 
And  Jesus  arose  and  folowed  hym  with  hys  disciples.  And 
beholde/  a  woman  which  was  diseased  with  an  issue  of  blond  xij 
yeres/  cam  behyndc  hym  and'  toched  the  hem  off  hys  vesture. 
For  she  sayd  in  her  silfe:  yff  I  maye  toche  but  even  his  vesture 
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only/  I  slialbe  safe.  Jesus  tourned  hym  about/  and  beheldc 
her  sayngc:  Doughter  be  off  goode  com  forte/  thy  fayth  hath 
made  the  safe.  And  she  was  made  whole  even  that  same 
houre. 

And  when  Jesus  cam  into  the  ruelers  housse  and  sawe  the 
minstrels/  and  the  people  wondrynge  /  he  sayde  vnto  them : 
Get  you  hence/  for  the  maydeis  not  deed/  but  slepeth.  And 
they  leughe  hym  to  scorne.  As  sone  as  the  people  were  put 
forthca  dores/  he  went  in  and  toko  her  by  the  hond/  and  the 
mayde  arose.  And  this  was  noysed  through  out  all  the  londe. 

And  as  Jesus  departed  thence/  two  blynde  men  folowed  hym 
crying  and  sayng :  O  thou  sonoe  of  David/  have  mercy  on  vs. 
And  when  he  was  come  into  the  housse/  the  blynd  cam  to  hym. 
And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them:  Beleve  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do 
thys  ?  They  sayde  vnto  hyme :  ye  master.  Then  touched  he 
their  eyes/  sayng:  accordynge  to  youre  fay  the/  be  it  vnto  you. 
And  their  eves  wer  opened.  And  he  chaurged  them  sayng ;  Se 
that  no  man  knoweof  it.  But  they  as  sone  as  they  were  de¬ 
parted/  spreed  abroade  liys  name  through  outc  all  the  londe. 

As  they  went  out/  beholde/  they  brought  to  hym  a  domne 
man  possessed  of  a  devylt.  And  as  sone  as  the  devyll  was  cast 
outc/  the  domne  spake.  And  the  people  merveled/  saynge : 
it  never  soo  appered  in  Israhel.  Bntt  the  pharises  sayde :  lie 
casteth  oute  devyls/  by  the  power  of  the  chcfe  devyll. 

And  Jesus  went  about  all  the  cites  and  tounes/  teachynge  in 
their  sinagogges  and  prcachyng  the  gospell  off  the  kyngdome. 
And  healinge  all  maner  sickncs  and  desease  amonge  the  people. 
But  when  he  sawe  the  people/  he  hadd  pite  on  them/  because 
they  were  pined  awaye/  and  scattered  abroade  even  as  shepe/ 
havynge  no  shepheerd. 

Then  sayde  he  to  hys  disciples :  the  hervest  is  greater  but  the 
laborers  ar  fcawe.  Whcrforc  prayc  the  harvest  lorde/  to  sende 
forthe  labourers  into  hys  harvest. 

Cfjr  y.  Chapter. 

A  ND  he  called  his  xij  disciples  vnto  him/  and  gave  them 
power  over  all  vnclene  sprites/  to  cast  them  oute/  and  to 
heale  all  maaer  of  sicknesses/  and  all  maner  off  deseases. 

The  names  of  the  xij  apostles  arc  these.  The  fyrst/  Simon 
which  ys  called  Peter :  and  Andrew  his  brother.  James  the 
sonne  of  Zebede/  and  Jhou  his  brother.  Philip  and  Bartlemew. 
Thomas  and  Mathew  the  publican.  James  the  sonne  of  Alphe 
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and  Lebbeus/  otherwyse  called  Taddeus/  Simon  off  cane/  and 
Judas  Iscarioth/  which  also  betrayed  hym. 

These  xij  sent  Jesus  /  and  commaunded  them  saynge :  Goo  nott 
into  the  wayes  thatt  leade  to  the  gentyls  /  and  into  the  cites  off 
the  Samaritans  enter  ye  nott.  But  go  rather  to  the  lost  shcpc 
off  the  housse  of  israhei.  go  and  preach  say ng :  that  the  kyng- 
dome  off  heven  ys  at  hande.  Heale  the  sicke/  dense  the 
lepers/  rayse  the  deed/  caste  oute  the  devils.  Frely  ye  have 
receved/  frely  geve  agayne.  Possess  nott  golde/  nor  silver/  nor 
brasse/  yn  youre  gerdels/  nor  yet  scrip  towardes  your  jomey: 
Netlier  two  cotes/  nether  shues/  nor  yet  a  rod.  For  the  work¬ 
man  is  worthy  to  have  his  meate.  Into  whatsoever  cite  or 
toune  ye  shall  com/  enquyre  who  ys  worthy  yn  it/  and  there 
abyde  till  ye  goo  thence. 

And  when  ye  come  into  an  housse/  grete  the  same.  And  yff 
the  housse  be  worthy/  youre  peace  shall  come  apon  the  same. 
But  yf  it  be  not  worthy/  youre  peace  shall  retourne  to  you 
agayne.  And  whosoever  shall  nott  receave  you/  nor  will  hcare 
your  preachyngc/  when  ye  departe  oute  off  that  housse/  or  that 
cite/  shake  of  the  duste  of  youre  fete.  Truely  I  say  vnto  you :  it 
shalbe  easier  for  the  londe  off  Zodoma/  and  Gomora/  in  the 
daye  off  Judgement,  then  for  that  cite. 

Lo  I  sende  you  forthe  as  shepe  amongc  wolves.  Be  ye  thcr- 
fore  wyse  as  serpentes/  and  innocent  as  doves.  Beware  off  men  / 
ffor  they  shall  deliver  you  vp  to  the  counseils/  and  shall  scourge 
you  in  there  sinagogges.  And  ye  shall  be  brought  to  the  heed 
ruelers  and  kynges  for  my  sake/  in  witnes  to  them  and  to  the 
gentyls. 

But  when  they  put  you  vp/  take  no  thought  howc  or  what  ye 
shall  speake/  for  yt  shall  be  geven  you/  even  in  that  same 
houre/  what  ye  shall  saye.  For  it  is  not  ye  that  speke/  but.  the 
sprete  of  your  father  which  speaketh  in  you.  The  brother  shall 
betraye  the  brother  to  deeth/  and  the  father  the  sonne.  And 
the  chyldren  shall  aryse  agynste  their  fathers/  and  mothers :  and 
shall  put  them  to  dccthe/  and  ye  shall  be  hated  off  ail  men/  ffor 
my  name.  But  whosoever  shall  continew  vnto  tlic  code/  shall 
be  saved. 

When  they  persecute  you  in  wone  cite/  flye  in  to  another.  I 
tell  you  for  a  treuth/  ye  shal  nott  fynysshe  all  the  cites  of 
israhei/  tyll  the  sonne  of  man  be  come.  The  disciple  ys  nott 
above  hys  master  :  Nor  yet  the  servaunt  above  his  lordc.  It  is 
ynough  for  the  disciple  to  be  as  hys  master  ys  /  and  that,  the 
servaunt  be  as  his  lorde  ys.  Yf  they  have  called  the  lorde  off 
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the  housse  bcelzebub :  howe  tnoche  more  shall  they  call  them  of 
liis  households,  so?  feare  them  nott  there  fore. 

There  is  no  thinge  so  close/  that  shall  not  be  openned/  and 
no  thinge  so  hyd  that  shall  not  be  knowcn. 

What  I  tell  you  in  dercknes  /  that  spcake  ye  in  lyght.  And 
what  ye  heare  in  the  eare  that  preache. ye  on  the  housse  toppes. 

And  feare  ye  nott  them  which  kyll  the  body/  and  be  nott 
able  to  kyll  the  soulc.  But  rather  feare  him/  which  is  able  to 
destroye  bothe  aoule  and  body  in  hell.  Are  nott  two  sparrowcs 
solde  for  si  farthinge?  And  none  of  them  doth  lyght  on  the 
groumle/  with  out  youre  father.  And  nowe  are  all  the  heeres  of 
youre  heedes  numbred.  Feare  ye  not  ther  fore/  ye  are  off  more 

value/  then  many  sparrowes. 

Who  soever  ther  fore  knowlegeth  me  before  men/  him  will 
1  knowledge  before  my  father  in'  heven.  But  whosoever  shall 
denye  mo  before  men/  him  will  I  also  denye  before  my  lather 
which  vs  in  heven. 

Thynkc  not/  that  y  am  come  to  sende  peace  in  to  the  erth.  I 
cam  nott  to  send  peace  /  but  a  swearde.  For  y  am  come  to  sett 
a  man  at  varyaunce  ageynst  hys  father/  and  the  doughtcr 
iigeynst  her  mother  /  and  the  doughterelawe  ageinst  her  mother* 
elawc:  And  a  mannes  fooes  shalbe/  they  of  his  owne  housholde. 

He  that  lovith  hys  father/  or  mother  more  then  me/  is  not 
worthy  of  me.  Ami  he  that  loveth  his  sonne/  or  doughter  more 
then  me/  is  not  mete  for  me.  And  he  that  taketh  nott  his  crosse 
and  foloweth  me/  ys  nott  mete  for  me.  He  that  tyndeth  his 
lyte/  shall  lose  it:  and  he  that  lositb  hys  lyfc  for  my  sake/  shall 
fyndc  it. 

He  that  receavith  you/  receavith  me:  and  he  that  receavith 
me/  receavith  him  that  sent  me.  He  that  receavith  a  prophet 
in  the  name  of  a  prophet/  shall  receave  a  prophets  re  ward  e. 
And  he  that  receavith  a  righteous  man  in  the  name  of  a  righteous 
man/  shall  receave  the  reward  of  a  righteous  man.  And  who¬ 
soever  shall  geve  vnto  won  of  these  iytle  wonnes  to  drinke/  a 
cuppe  of  cokle  water  only/  in  the  name  of  a  disciple :  l  tel  you 
of  a  trueth/  he  shall  not  lose  his  rewarde. 


C|)s  yt  Chapter. 

\  ND  it  cam  to  passe  when  Jesus  had  ended  his  preceptes  vnto 
his  disciples/  he  departed  thence/  to  preache  and  teache  in 
there  cites. 

When  JUon  beinge  in  preson  herde  the  workes  of  Christ/  he 
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sent  two  of  his  disciples  and  sayde  vnto  him.  Arte  thou  he  that 
shall  come:  or  shall  wc  lokc  for  another?  Jesus  answered  and 
sayde  vnto  them.  Go  and  shewe  Jhon  what  ye  have  horde  and 
sene.  The  blind  se  /  the  halt  goo  /  the  lyppers  ar  clensed :  Hie 
deef  heare/  the  ded  are  reysed  vp  ageine/  and  the  gospell  is 
preachede  to  the  poyre.  And  happy  is  he  thatt  is  noott  hurte 
by  me. 

Even  as  they  departed/  Jesus  began  to  speakc  vnto  the  people 
of  Jhon.  What  went  yc  for  to  se  in  the  wyldernes?  went  ye 
out  to  se  a  rede  waveringe  with  the  wynde?  oder  what  wont  ye 
out  for  to  sc?  went  ye  to  se  a  man  clothed  in  soofte  ray  men  t  ? 
Behold e  /  they  that  weare  soofte  clothing  arc  in  kynges  bowses. 
Butt  what  went  ye  oute  for  to  se?  went  ye  outt  to  se  a  prophet? 
Ye  I  saye  vnto  you /  and  more  then  a  prophet.  For  this  is  he  oft’ 
whom  it  is  wrytten.  Beholde/  I  sende  my  messenger  before  thy 
face/  which  shall  prepare  thy  waye.  before  the. 

Verely  y  saye  vnto  you/  amonge  the  chyldren  oft’  women 
arose  there  not  a  grettcr  then  Jhon  baptist.  Not  with  stondinge 
he  that  ys  lesse  in  the  kyngdom  off  heven/  ys  grettcr  then  he. 
From  the  tyme  of  Jhon  baptist  hitherto/  the  kyngdom  of  hcvcti 
suffreth  violence  /  and  they  that  make  vyolcncc  pull  it  vnto  them. 
For  all  the  prophets  /  and  the  lawe  prophesyed  unto  tyme  of  Jhon. 
Also  yf  ye  wyll  receave  it/  thys  ys  Helyas/  whicli  sliuld  come. 
He  that  hath  eares  to  heare/  let  him  here. 

But  whearevnto  shall  y  lyken  this  generacion?  it  ys  like  vnt.o 
chyldren/  which  syt  in  tne  markett/  and  call  vnto  there  fclowes/ 
and  saye:  we  have  pyped  vnto  you/  and  ye  have  not  daunsed. 
We  have  morned  vnto  you  /  and  ye  have  not  sorowd.  For  Jhon 
cam  nether  eatynge  nor  drinkinge/  and  they  saye  lie  hath  the 
devyll.  Tlic  sonne  of  man  cam  eatynge  and  drinkynge/  and 
they  saye /  beholde  a  glutton/  and  a  drynker  of  wync/  and  a 
frend  vnto  publicans/  and  synners.  And  wysdome  is  Justified 
off  her  chyldren . 

Then  began  he  to  vpbraid  the  cites/  in  whicli  most  of  his 
miracles  were  don/  because  they  did  not  repent.  Wo  be  to 
the  Chorasin.  Wo  be  to  the  Betzaida :  for  if  the  miracles  which 
wer  shewd  in  you  had  bene  done  in  tiyre  and  sidon  they  had 
repented  longe  agon  in  sack  cloth  and  asshes.  Neverthelesse  y 
say  to  you:  it  shall  be  esicr  for  Tyre  and  Sidon  at  the  daye  of 
iudgement/  then  for  you.  And  thou  Capernaum  which  art  lift  vp 
vnto  heven/  shalt  be  thrust  doune  to  hell,  ffor  if  the  miracles 
which  have  bene  done  in  the/  had  bene  shewed  in  Zodom:  they 
had  remayned  to  this  daye.  Neverthelesse  I  say  vnto  you :  it 
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shall  be  easiar  for  Zodom  in  the  daye  of  judgment/  then  for  the. 
Then  Jesus  answered  and  sayd  I  prayse  the  o  lather  lorde  of 
hc.vcn  and  erth  t  because  thou  hast  hyd  these  thynges  from  the 
wyse  and  prudent,  and  hast  opened  them  vnto  babes  /  even  so 
father  for  so  it  pleased  the.  All  thynges  are  geven  vnto  me  of  my 
father.  And  no  man  knoweth  the  sonne/  but  the  father,  nether 
knoweth  eny  man  the  father/  save  the  sonne/  and  he  to  whome 
the  sonne  will  open  hym. 

Come  vnto  me  all  ye  that  labour/  and  at  laden/  and  y  will 
ese  you.  Take  my  yoke  on  you  and  lerne  of  me  for  y  am  meke 
and  loly  in  licrte :  and  ye  shall  fynd  ese  vnto  youre  soules.  For 
my  yoke  is  easy /  and  my  burden  is  light. 


€3>e  ftj.  Chapter. 


TN  that  tyme  went  Jesus  on  the  sabot  day  thorow  the  corn 
and  his  disciples  wer  anhongred/  and  began  to  plucke  the 
eares  off  coome/  and  to  eate.  When  the  pharises  had  sene  that/ 
they  sayde  vnto  him:  Behold  thy  disciples  do  that  which  is  not 
lawfull  to  do  apon  the  saboth  day.  He  sayde  vnto  them:  Have 
ye  nott  reed  whatt  David  did/  when  he  was  an  houngered/  and 
they  alsoo  which  were  with  hym  ?  Howe  he  entred  into  the  housse 
of  God/  and  ate  the  halowed  loves/  whiehe  wer  not  lawfull  flfor 
hym  to  etc /  nether  flor  them  which  were  with  hym  :  but  only 
for  the  prestes.  Or  have  ye  not  reed  in  the  lawe  /  ho  we  that  the 
prestos  in  the  temple  breake  the  saboth  daye  and  yet  are  blame- 
lesse  ?  But  I  saye  vnto  you :  that  here  is  one  greater  then  the 
temple.  Wherfore  if  ye  had  wist  what  this  saynge  meneth :  I 
requyre  mercy/  and  not  sacrifice,  ye  wold  never  have  con¬ 
demned  mnocentes.  For  the  sonne  off  man  is  lorde  even  off  the 
suboth  dave. 

A! 

And  he  departed  thence  /  and  went  into  their  Sinagogge  /  and 
beholde  there  was  a  man/  whiehe  had  bis  hande  dryed  vp.  And 
they  axed  hym  saynge :  Yg  yt  lawfull  to  heale  apon  the  saboth 
daye  1  because  they  myght  acuse  hym.  And  he  sayde  vnto 
them :  whyche  ys  he  amonge  you  /  iff  he  had  a  shepe  fallen  into 
a  pitt  on  the  saboth  daye/  that  wolde  not  take  hym  and  lyft 
hym  out?  And  howc  moche  ys  a  man  better  then  a  shepe  ? 
Wherfore  it  ys  lefull  to  do  a  good  dede  on  the  saboth  daye* 
Then  sayde  he  to  the  man:  stretch  forth  thy  hand/  and  he 
stretched  itforthe/  and  yt  was  agayne  made  even  as  whole  as 
the  other. 

Then  the  faryses  went  fbrthe/  and  toke  counsel!  agaynst  hym/ 
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howe  they  myght  destroye  hym.  When  Jesus  knewe  that/  lie 
departed  thence/  and  moche  people  folowed  him/  and  he  healed 
them  all.  and  charged  them/  that  they  shulde  not  make  him 
knowne/  to  fulfyll  that  which  was  spoken  by  Esay  the  prophet/ 
which  sayeth:  Beholde  my  sonne /  whom  I  have  chosen/  my 
derlingc/in  whom  my  souJe  hath  had  dclite.  I  wyll  put  my 
sprete  on  him/  and  he  shall  shewe  tudgement  to  the  gcntyls.  He 
shall  not  stryve/  he  shall  not  crye/  nether  shall  eny  man  hearc 
hys  voyce  in  the  streetes/  a  brosed  rede/  shall  he  not  brcacke/ 
and  flaxc  that  begynneth  to  bume  he  shall  not  quencher  tyll  he 
sende  forth  Judgment  vnto  victory/  and  in  liys  name  shall  the 
gentyls  truste. 

Then  was  brought  to  hym/  won  possessed  with  a  devyli  whycli 
was  both  blynde  and  domne,  and  he  healed  him  /  insomuch  that 
he  which  was  blynd  and  domne  both  spake  and  sawc.  And  all  the 
people  were  amased  /  and  sayde:  Ys  not  this  the  sonne  of  david 
When  the  pharises  herde  that/  they  sayde :  he  dryveth  the  dev  y Is 
no  other  wyse  oute  but  by  the  helppe  off  belsebub  the  chefe  of 
the  devylls. 

But  Jesus  knewe  their  thoughtes  and  sayde  to  them.  Every 
kyngdom  divided  with  in  it  sylfe  shalbc  desolate.  Nether  shall 
eny  cite  or  householde  devyded  agenst  it  sylfe/  contynue.  So 
if  satan  cast  out  satan  /  then  .ys  he  devyded  agenst  him  sylfe.  Howe 
shall  then  hys  kyngdom  endure?  Also  yf  y  by  the  helppe  of 
belzebub  cast  out  devyls :  by  whose  helppe  do  youre  children 
cast  them  out  ?  therfore  thei  shalbe  youre  iudges  :  But  if  I  cast 
out  the  devyls  by  the  sprete  of  God :  then  ys  the  kyngdom  of 
God  come  on  you  ? 

Other  howe  can  a  man  enter  into  a  mighty  mannes  housse/ 
and  violently  take  awaye  his  godes :  exeepte  he  fyrst  byndc  the 
stronge  man  /  and  then  gpoyle  hys  housse?  He  thatt  ys  not  with 
me  ys  agaynst  me.  And  he  that  gadderetb  not  with  me  scatter¬ 
ed!  abrode.  Wherefore  l  say  vnto  you  all  maner  of  synne  and 
blasphemy  shallxi  forge ven  vnto  men/  but  the  blasphemy 
against  the  holy  goost/  shall  not  be  forgeven  vnto  men.  And 
whosoever  speaketli  a  worde  agaynst  the  sonne  off  man  /  it  shall 
be  forgeven  hym.  but  whosoever  speaketh  agaynst  the  holy 
goost/  yt  shall  not  be  fforgeven  hym :  no  /  nether  in  this  worlde  / 
nether  in  the  worlde  to  come. 

Other  make  the  tree  good/  and  his  frut.o  good  also:  or  els 
make  the  tree  evyll/  and  his  frute  evyll  also.  For  the  tree  ys 
knowen  by  hys  frute.  O  gcneracion  of  vipers  /  howe  can  ye 
saye  well/  when  ye  youre  selves  are  evyll  ?  For  of  the  aboundance 
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of  the  hert/  the  mouthe  speaketh.  A  good  man  oute  of  the  good 
treasure  of  hys  hertz  bryngeth  forthe  good  thynges.  And  an 
tivyll  man  out  offliis  evyll  treasure  z  bryngeth  forth  evyll  thynges. 
But  I  say  unto  you  /  that  of  every  ydell  wordez  that  men  shall 
have  spoken ;  they  shall  geve  a  countes  at  the  daye  off  iudgement. 
For  by  thy  wordes  thou  shalt  be  iustifyed  :  and  by  thy  wordes 
thou  shalt  be  condemned. 

Then  answered  certayne  off  the  scribes  and  off  the  ploarises 
saynge:  M aster  /  we  wolde  fayne  se  a  sygne  of  the.  He  an¬ 
swered  them  saynge:  the  evyll  and  advoutrous  generacion  scketli 
asiguez  but  there  shall  no  signe  be  geven  to  them  z  but  the 
signe  of  the  prophete  tonas,  for  as  ionas  was  tlire  days  and  litre 
nvghtes  in  the  whales  belly :  soo  shall  the  sonne  of  man  be  thre 
days  and  thre  nyghtes  in  the  hert  of  the  erth.  The  men  of 
ninivitc  shall  rise  at  the  day  of  iudgement  with  this  nacionz 
uud  eoudemne  them.  For  they  repented  at  the  preaehynge  of 
Jonas,  and  beholdez  a  greater  then  Jonas  ys  here.  The  quene 
of  the  south  shall  rysc  at  the  day  of  iudgement  with  this  gene- 
radon  z  and  shall  condemne  them:  For  she  cam  from  the  vtmost 
parte3  of  the  worlde  z  to  hcare  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  /  and 
bebolde  heare  is  a  greater  then  Solomon. 

When  the  vnclene  sprete  is  gone  out  of  a  manz  he  walketh 
throughout  dry  places z  seking  reest  and  fyndeth  none.  Then  he 
sayeth:  1  will  retourne  ageyne  into  my  houssez  from  whence  I 
cam  oute.  And  when  he  is  come/  he  fyndeth  the  housse  empty 
and  sweptez  and  garoisshed.  Then  he  goeth  his  wayez  and 
taketh  seven  spretes  worse  then  hym  sylfez  and  so  entre  they  in 
and  dwell  there.  And  the  ende  of  that  man  is  worsse  than  the 
begin ny ng.  Eveaa  so  shall  it  be  to  this  frowarde  nacion. 

Whiil  lie  yet  talked  to  the  people :  beholde  hys  moder  and  his 
brethren  stodewithoutethedorcsz  desyring  to  speake  with  him. 
Then  won  said  vnto  him :  behold  thy  moder  and  thy  brethren 
stond  without/  desiringe  to  speke  with  the. 

He  answered  and  sayd  to  him  that  toldc  him:  Who  is  my 
mother?  or  who  are  my  brethren?  And  he  stretched  forth  his 
bond  over  his  disciples  and  sayd :  behold  my  mother  and  my 
brethren.  For  whosoever  fulfilleth  my  fathers  will  wliiche  is  in 
hevenz  lie  is  my  brother/  my  susterz  and  my  mother. 

fitj.  Chapter, 

npHB  same  daye  went  Jesus  out  off  the  houssez  and  sat  by  the 
A  see  syde  z  and  moeh  people  resorted  vnto  him  z  so  gretly  that  he 
went  and  sat  in  a  shyppez  and  all  the  people  stode  on  the  shoorje. 
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And  he  spake  many  thynges  to  them  in  similitudes  /  sayinge : 
Beholden  the  sower  wentt  forth  to  sowe/  And  as  he  sowed  /  some 
fell  by  the  wayes  syde  /  and  the  fowlles  cam  /  and  devoured  it 
vppe.  Some  fell  apon  stony  grounde  where  it  had  not  moche 
erth  /  and  a  non  itspronge  vppe/  because  it  had  no  depth  off 
erth:  and  when  the  sun  was  vppe  /  hitt  cauth  hcet/  and  for  lake  off 
rotynge  wyddred  awaye.  Some  fell  ainonge  thornes/  and  the 
thornes  arose  and  chooked  it.  Parte  fell  in  good  grundc  /  and 
broght  forth  good  frute :  some  an  hundred  fold/  some  fifty  fold/ 
some  thyrty  folde.  Whosoever  hath  eares  to  heare  /  let  him  heare. 

And  hys  disciples  cam  /  and  sayde  to  him  :  Why  speakest  thou 
to  them  in  parables  ?  he  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them :  Hit  is 
geven  vnto  you  to  know  the  secrettes  off  the  kyngdom  of  heven  / 
but  to  them  it  is  not  geven.  For  whosumever  hath  to  him  shall 
hit  be  geven:  and  he  shall  have  aboundance.  But  whosoever 
hath  not:  from  him  shalbe  takyn  awaye  even  that  same  that  lie 
hath.  Therefore  speake  y  to  them  in  similitudes.  For  though 
they  se/  they  se  not:  and  hearinge . they  heare  not:  nether 
vnderstonde .  And  in  them  y s  fulfilled  the  prophesy  of  Esay  / 
which  prophesi  sayth :  with  youre  eares  ye  suali  heare  and  shall 
not  vnderstonde  /  and  with  youre  eyes  ye  shall  se  /  and  shall 
not  perceave.  For  this  peoples  hert  ys  wexed  grossc.  And 
their  eares  were  dull  of  herynge  /  and  their  eyes  have  they  closed  / 
lest  they  shonlde  se  with  their  eyes/  and  heare  with  their 
eares/  and  shuld  vnderstonde  with  their  herts/  and  shulde 
tourne/  that  y  myght  heale  them. 

But  blessed  are  youre  eyes  /  for  they  se  /  and  youre  eares/  for 
they  heare.  V crely  y  say  vnto  you  /  that  many  prophetes  and 
perlaicte  men  have  desired  to  se  those  thinges  which  ye  se/  and 
have  not  sene  them :  and  to  heare  those  thinges  which  yc  heare  / 
and  have  not  herde  them.  Heare  ye  therfore  the  similitude 
off  the  sower.  When  a  man  heareth  the  worde  of  the  k  ingdom  / 
and  vnderstondeth  it  not/  there  cometh  the  evyll  man/  and 
catcheth  awaye  that  which  was  sowne  in  hys  hert.  And  thys  is 
he  which  was  sowne  by  the  waye  syde.  But  he  that  was  sowne 
in  the  stony  grunde  ys  he/  which  heareth  the  word e  of  God/ 
and  anon  with  ioye  receaveth  itt/  yet  hath  he  no  rottes  in  him 
selfe  /  And  therefore  he  dureth  but  a  season ;  for  as  sone  as 
tribulation  and  persecucion  aryseth  because  of  the  worde/  by 
and  by  he  falleth.  He  that  was  sowne  ainonge  thornes/  ys 
he  that  heareth  the  worde  off  God/  But  the  care  off  this 
worlde  /  and  the  dissaytfulnes  off  ryches  choke  the  worde  /  and 
so  ys  he  made  vnfrutfull.  He  which  is  sowne  in  the  good 
grounde  /  ys  he  that  heareth  the  worde  and  vnderstondeth  it ' 
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which  also  bereth  frute/  and  bringeth  forth/  some  an  hundred 
fokle/ some  fyfty  folde/  and  some  thyrty  folde. 

Another  similitude  put  he  forth/  vnto  them  saynge:  The 
kyngdom  off  heven  ys  lyke  vnto  a  man  which  sowed  good 
scede  iu  his  felde.  But  whyll  men  slepte/  ther  cam  his  foo/ 
and  sowed  tares  amonge  the  wheate/  and  went  his  waye : 
When  the  blade  was  spronge  vp/  and  had  brought  forth  frute/ 
then  appcrcd  the  tares  also.  The  servauntes  cam  to  the  house¬ 
holder/  and  sayde  vnto  him:  Syr  sowedest  not  thou  good  seed 
in  thy  clossc/  from  whence  then  hath  it  tares?  He  sayde 
to  them  /  the  envious  man  hath  done  this.  Then  the  servauntes 
sayde  vnto  hym:  wylt  thou  then  that  we  go  and  gader  it? 
and  he  sayde/  nay  /  lest  whyll  ye  go  aboute  to  wede  out  the 
lares  /  ye  pluckc  vppe  also  with  them  the  wheate  by  the  rottes : 
let  bothe  growc  to  gether  tyll  harvest  come/  and  in  time  of 
harvest/  I  wyll  saye  vnto  my  repers/  gadther  ye  fyrst  the 
lares/  and  bynd  them  in  sheves  to  be  brent:  but  gadther 
the  wheete  in  to  my  barne. 

Another  parable  he  putt  forthe  vnto  them  saynge.  The 
kyrigedom  of  heveu  ys  lyke  vnto  a  graync  of  mustarde  seede/ 
which  a  man  taketh  and  soweth  in  his  fcldc/  whych  ys  the 
leest  of  all  seedes.  But  when  it  is  growne  /  it  is  the  greatest 
atnonge  yerbes/ and  is  a  tree:  so  that  the  bryddes  of  the  aier 
come/  and  byldc  in  the  hraunches  of  it. 

Anotbcrc  similitude  sayde  he  to  them.  The  kyngdome  of 
licven  ys  lyke  vnto  levcn  which  a  woman  toke  and  hyd  in 
iij  peckes  off  meele/  tyll  all  was  levended. 

All  these  thynges  spake  Jesus  vnto  the  people  by  similitudes/ 
and  with  onto  similitudes  spake  he  nothinge  to  them/  to  fulfyll 
t  hat  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet  sayinge:  I  wyll  open  my 
mouth  in  similitudes/  and  wyll  speake  forth  thinges  whych  have 
bene  keptc  secrete  from  the  begynnynge  off  the  worldc. 

Then  sent  Jesus  the  people  awayc  /  and  cam  to  housse/  and 
hys  disciples  cam  vnto  hym  /  saynge :  declare  vnto  vs  the  simi¬ 
litude  of  the  tares  off  the  felde :  Then  answered  he  and  sayde 
to  them.  He  that  soweth  the  good  seed  /  ys  the  sonne  of  man  / 
the  felde  ys  the  worlde.  The  cnyldren  off  the  kyngdom  are  the 
good  seed.  The  evyll  mans  chyldreu  arc  the  tares.  But  the 
enemy  which  soweth  them/  is  the  devill.  The  harvest  is  the 
end  of  the  worlde  and  the  repers  be  the  angels.  For  even  as 
the  tares  arc  gaddred/  and  brent  in  the  lyre:  so  shall  it  be  in 
the  ende  off  this  worlde.  The  sonne  of  man  shall  send  forth 
his  angels/  and  they  shall  gadther  out  off  his  kyngdom  all  things 
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that  do  hurtc/  and  all  them  which  do  iniquitc  /  and  shall 
cast  them  into  a  furnes  of  lyre.  There  shall  be  waylyngc  and 
gnasshyng  off  teth.  Then  shall  the  iuste  men  shyne  as  brvglit  as 
the  sun  in  the  kyngdom  of  their  father,  wosoever  bath  eares  to 
heare/  let  him  heare. 

Agayne  tlie  kyngdom  off  heven  is  lyke  unto  treasure  hidde  in 
the  feldc r  the  which  a  man  fbunde  and  hidde  it:  and  dor  ioy 
there  of  goetk  and  selleth  all  that  he  hath/  and  byeth  that  felde. 

Agayne  the  kyngdom  off  heven  is  lyke  vnto  a  marchaunt/ 
sekyngc  after  good  pearles/  which  when  he  had  founde  one 
precious  pcarle/  wen tt  and  solde  all  that  lie  had/  and  bought  it. 

Agayne  the  kyngdome  off  heven  is  lyke  vuto  a  neet  cast  into 
the  see/  that  gadereth  off  all  kyndesoff  fysshes:  which  when  it  is 
full/  men  draweto  londe/  and  sitt  and  gadre  the  good  in  to  their 
vessels  and  caste  the  bad  awaye.  So  shall  it  be  at  the  ende  of 
the  worlde.  The  angels  shall  come  and  sever  the  bad  from  the 
goode  /  and  shall  caste  them  in  to  a  furnes  of  fyre  /  there  shall 
be  waylinge  and  gnasshynge  of  teth. 

Jesus  sayde  vnto  them ;  have  ye  vnderstonde  all  these  thynges : 
they  sayde/ ye  syr.  Then  sayde  he  vnto  them :  Therfore  every 
scrybe  which  is  coninge  vnto  the  kyngdom  of  heven  /  is  lyke  an 
housholder  /  which  bryngeth  forth  /  out  of  his  treasure  /  thynges 
both  newe  and  olde. 

And  hyt  cam  to  passe  when  Jesus  had  fynnesshed  these  simi¬ 
litudes  that  he  departed  thence/  and  cam  into  his  awne  countre/ 

and  taught  in  there  synagogges  /  in  so  moche  that  they  were 
astunyed  and  sayde :  whence  cam  all  thys  wysdon  and  power  vnto 
him?  is  not  thys  the  carpenters  sonne?  is  not  hys  mother  called 
mary  ?  and  hys  brethren  be  called/  James  and  Joses  and  Symon 
and  Judas  ?  and  are  not  hys  systers  all  here  with  vs  ?  Whence 
hath  he  all  these  thynges  ?  And  they  wer  hurte  by  him.  Then 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  them:  there  is  no  prophet  without  honoure/  save 
in  hys  awnc  countre/  and  amonge  his  awne  kvnne.  And  he  dyd 
not  many  myracles  there/  for  there  vnbelefes  sake. 

Clp  jmtj.  CijapUr. 

TN  thattyme  Herod  the  tetrarcha  herde  off  the  fame  of  Jesu/ 
and  sayde  vnto  his  servauntes :  This  is  Jhon  baptist :  he  is 
risen  agayne  from  deeth  /  and  therfore  hys  power  ys  so  greate. 
For  Hernia  toke  Jhon  and  bounde  hym/  and  put  hym  in  preson 
ffor  Hcrodias  sake/  hvs  brother  phips  wyfe.  For  Jhon  sayde 
unto  hym :  hit  ys  not  lawful!  for  the  to  have  her.  And  when  he 
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wold  have  put  hym  to  deeth/  he  feared  the  people/  because 
they  counted  hym  as  a  prophet. 

When  Herodes  birth  daye  was  come  /  the  doughter  off  Herodias 
daunsed  before  them/  and  pleased  Herod.  Wherefor  he  pro- 
mysed  with  an  oth/  that  he  wolde  give  her  whatsoever  she 
woide  axe.  And  she  beinge  informed  of  her  mother  before/ 
sayde  geve  me  here  John  baptistes  heed  in  a  platter.  And  the 
kynge  sorowed  :  never thel esse  for  his  othes  sake/  and  for  their 
sakes  which  sate  also  att  the  table/  he  comaunded  yt  to  be  geven 
her.  And  sent  and  behedded  Jhon  in  the  preson/  and  his  heed 
was  brought  in  a  platter  and  geven  to  the  damsell/  and  she 
brought  it  to  her  mother.  And  his  disciples  cam  and  toke  vp 
bis  body/  and  buryedit.  and  went  and  tolde  Jesus. 

When  Jesus  had  herde  that/  he  departed  thence  by  shippe 
into  a  desert  place  out  of  the  way.  And  when  the  people  had 
herde  therof/  they  folowed  him  a  fote  out  of  there  cites.  And 
.Tesuswent  forth  and  sa we  moche  people :  and  his  herte  dyde 
roelte  vppon  them  /  and  he  healed  off  them  those  that  were  sicke. 
When  even  was  come  /  his  disciples  cam  to  him  saynge.  This  ys 
a  deserte  place/  and  the  daye  is  spent/  let  the  people  departe 
that  they  may  go  in  to  the  tonnes/  and  bey  them  vytaylles.  But 
Jesus  sayde  vntothem:  They  hare  no  neade  to  go  awaye: 
Gove  ye  them  to  ete.  Then  sayde  they  vnto  him  :  we  have 
here  but  ,v.  loves  and  two  fysshes.  He  saide :  briuge  them 
hydther  to  me.  And  he  comaunded  the  people  to  syt  downe  on 
the  grasse  And  toke  the  .v.  loves/  and  the  .ij.  fysshes  and  loked 
vp  to  heven  and  blessed/  and  brake  and  gave  the  loves  to  his 
disciples/  and  the  disciples  gave  them  to  the  people.  And  they 
all  ate/  and  were  suffised.  And  they  gadered  up  of  the  gobbetes 
thatt  remained  /  xij  basketes  full.  They  that  ate  were  in  nombre 
about  v.  M.  men/  besyde  wemen  and  chyldren. 

And  strayghtway  Jesus  made  his  desciples  enter  into  a  shippe/ 
and  to  goo  over  before  him  /  whill  he  sent  the  peple  away.  And 
as  sonc  as  he  had  sent  the  peple  away  /  he  went  vp  into  a  moun- 
tayne  alone  to  praye.  Ana  when  uyght  was  come  he  was  there 
hym  sylf  alone,  and  the  shippe  was  in  the  middes  of  the  see/  and 
was  toost  with  waves/  for  it  was  a  contrary  wynde.  In  the 
fourthe  watche  of  the  night  Jesus  cam  vnto  them  walkynge  on 
the  sec  :  and  when  hys  disciples  sawe  him  walkynge  on  the  see/ 
they  were  amased/  sayinge :  it  is  some  spirite/  and  cryed  out  for 
feare.  And  streyght  waye  Jesus  spake  vnto  them  saynge :  be  of 
good  cheare/  it  is  y/  be  not  a  frayed, 

Peter  answered/  and  sayde:  master/  and  thou  be  he/ bidde 
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me  come  vnto  the  on  the  water,  and  he  sayde  come.  And 
when  Peter  was  come  doune  out  of  the  shyppe/  he  walke<l  on 
the  water  /  to  go  to  Jesus.  But  when  he  sawe  a  myghty  winde/ 
he  was  afrayed.  And  as  he  began  to  synkc/  he  cryed  sayinge : 
master  save  me.  And  immediatiy  Jesus  stretched  forth  his 
honde/  and  caught  him/  and  sayde  to  hym:  O  thou  of  lytcll 
fayth:  wherfore  diddest  thou  dout?  And  as  soone  as  they 
were  come  in  to  the  shippe  /  the  winde  ceassed.  Then  they 
that  were  in  the  shyppe  cam  and  worshipped  him/  sayiuge :  of 
a  truth  thou  arte  the  sonne  of  God.  Ana  when  they  were  come 
over/  they  went  in  to  the  londe  of  genazareth.  And  when  the 
men  of  tnat  place  had  knowledge  of  him/  they  sent  out  in 
to  all  that  countre  rounde  about/  and  brought  vnto  him  all 
that  were  sicke/  and  besougbt  him/  that  they  mvght  touche  the 
border  of  hys  vesture  only.'  And  as  many  as  touched  hytt/  were 
made  safe. 


Cfp  ;b.  Chapter. 

^PHEN  cam  to  Jesus:  scrybes  and  pharises  from  -Jerusalem/ 
-*■  sayinge :  why  do  thy  disciples  transgresse  the  tradicions  of 
the  seniours  ?  for  they  wesshe  not  there  hondes/  when  they  eate 
breed:  He  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  them:  why  do  ye  also 
transgresse  the  comaundment  of  God/  thorowe  youre  tradi¬ 
tions  ?  for  God  commaundcd  /  sayinge  :  honoure  thy  father  and 
moder/  and  he  that  speaketh  evyll  ageynst  hys  father  or  mother/ 
shall  suffer  deeth.  But  ye  saie/  every  man  shall  saie  to  his 
father  or  mother :  whatsoever  thyng  I  offer/  that  same  doeth 
profyt  the/  a.nd  so  sh&l  he  not  honoure  hys  father  and  mother. 
And  thus  have  ye  made/  that  the  comaundment  of  god  is 
without  effecte  /  through  youre  tradicions.  Ypocrites  wet  pro¬ 
phesied  off  you/  Esay  sayinge :  This  people  draweth  nie  vnto 
me  with  there  mouthes/  and  honouretn  me  with  their  iippes/ 
yet  their  hert  is  farre  from  me ;  but  in  vaine  thei  worshippe  me 
teachinge  doctrine  /  which  is  nothing  but  mens  precepts. 

And  he  called  the  people  vnto  him/  and  saide  to  them  :  heare 
and  vnderstonde.  That  which  goeth  in  to  the  mougth/  defyletli 
not  a  man :  but  that  which  commeth  out  of  the  mougth  /  defyletli 
the  man. 

Then  cam  his  disciples/  and  sayde  vnto  him:  perceavest 
thou  /  howe  that  the  pharyses  are  offended  hearinge  thys  saynge? 
He  answered/  and  sayde/  all  plantes  which  my  hevenly  father 
hath  nott  planted/  shalbe  plucked  vppe  by  the  rotes.  Lett 
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them  alone/  they  be  the  blynde  tedders  of  the  blynde.  If  the 
blyndc  lecde  the  blinde/  boothe  shall  tall  in  to  the  dvche. 

Then  answered  Peter  and  sayd  to  him  :  declare  vnto  vs  thys 
parable.  Then  sayde  Jesus:  are  ye  yette  with  oute  vnder- 
stondinge  ?  perceavc  ye  not/  that  whatsoever  goeth  in  at  the 
mouth  /  descendctli  doune  into  the  bely/  and  ys  cast  out  in  to 
the  draught  ?  Butt  those  thynges  which  precede  out  of  the 
mought  come  from  the  herte/  and  they  dyffyle  a  man.  For  out 
of  the  herte  come  evyll  thoughtes/  murder/  breakyng  of  wed- 
lockc/  whordom/  theefte/  falce  witnesbery nge  /  blasphemy. 
These  are  the  thynges  which  defyle  a  man.  But  to  eate  with 
unwesshen  hondes  /  dcfyleth  nott  a  man . 

And  Jesus  went  thence  /  and  departed  in  to  the  costes  of  tire 
and  sidon.  And  beholde  a  woman  which  was  a  cananyte  cam 
out  of  the  same  coostes/  and  cryed  vnto  him  saynge :  have 
mercy  on  me  lorde  the  sonne  of  Dauid/  my  dough  ter  is  pyti- 
ously  vexed  with  a  devyll.  And  he  gave  her  never  a  worde  to 
answer.  Then  cam  to  him  his  disciples/  and  besought  him 
sayingc  :  sende  her  awaye  /  for  she  foloeth  vs  cryinge.  He  an¬ 
swered/  and  sayde :  1  am  not  sent/  but  vnto  the  loost  shepe  of 
the  housse  of  israhcl.  Then  she  cam  and  worshypped  hym/ 
say  i  nge :  master  sucker  me.  He  answered  and  saide:  it  is  not 
good  /  to  take  the  childrens  breed  /  and  to  cast  it  to  whelpes ,  She 
answered  and  saide:  it  is  truthe/  neverthelesse  the  whelppes 
cate  of  the  crommes/  which  fall  from  there  masters  table.  Then 
Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  her.  0  woman  greate  ys  thy 
fayth/  be  hit  to  the  /  even  as  thou  desyrest.  And  her  daughter 
ivas  made  whole  even  at  that  same  tyme. 

Then  Jesus  wen t  awaye  from  thence/  and  cam  nye  unto  the 
see  of  galyle/  and  went  vppe  in  to  a  mountayne/  and  sat  doune 
there.  And  moche  people  came  vnto  hym  havinge  with  them/  halt/ 
blinde/  domne/  maymed/  and  other  many:  and  cast  them  doune 
at  Jesus  fete.  And  he  healed  them/  in  so  moche  that  the  people 
wondred/  to  se  the  domne  speake/  the  maymed  whole  /  the  halt  to 
go/  and  the  blinde  to  se.  and  they  gloryfyed  the  god  of  israhel. 

Jhesus  called  his  disciples  to  him  and  saide  :  I  have  compas¬ 
sion  on  the  people/  because  they  have  contynued  with  me  nowe 
iij  dayes  /  and  Have  nothinge  to  eate :  and  1  wyll  not  let  them 
departe  fastinge/  leste  they  perisshe  in  the  waye.  and  his  disciples 
sayd  vnto  him :  whence  shuld  we  get  so  moche  breed  iu  the 
wilderncs/  as  shuldc  suffyse  so  great  a  multitude?  And  Jesus 
sayde  vnto  them :  liowe  many  loves  have  ye  ?  and  they  seyde : 
seven  and  a  feawe  fysshes.  And  lie  comma  unded  the  people  to 
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syt  dounc  on  the  groundc.  And  toke  the  seven  loves/  and  the 
fysshes  and  gave  thankes  /  and  brake  them  /  and  gave  to  hys  dis¬ 
ciples/  and  his  disciples  gave  them  to  the  people.  And  they  all 
ate  /  and  were  suffysed.  And  they  toke  vp  of  the  broken  meate 
that  was  left  vij  basketes  full.  They  that  ate  were  iiij  M.  men/ 
besyde  wemen  and  ehyldren.  And  he  sent  awaye  the  people/ 
and  toke  shyppe  and  cam  in  to  the  parties  of  Magdala. 

Ci)t  fbL  Chapter. 

npHEN  cam  to  hym  the  pharises  with  the  saduces  also/  and 
**■  dyd  tempte  hym  /  desyringe  that  he  wold  shewe  them  some 
signe  from  heven.  He  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them:  Att 
even  ye  say e/  we  shall  have  fayre  wedder.  and  that  because  the 
skyc  ys  reed :  in  the  mominge/  ye  saye/  to  dayc  shalbe  foule 
wedder/  and  that  because  the  skye  is  troubbelous  and  reed.  O 
ye  ypocrites ;  ye  can  discerne  the  fassions  of  the  skye  :  and  can 
ye  not  discerne  the  sygnes  of  the  tymes  ?  The  frowarde  nacion/ 
and  advoutrous/  seketh  a  sygne/  there  shall  nonother  sygne 
be  geven  vnto  them/  but  the  sygne  off  the  prophet  Jonas.  So 
lefte  he  them  and  departed. 

And  when  his  disciples  were  come  to  the  other  side  of  the 
water/  they  had  forgotten  to  take  breed  with  them.  Then  Jesus 
sayd  vnto  them  :  Take  hede  and  beware  of  the  leven  of  the  pha¬ 
rises/  and  of  the  saduces.  They  thought  amonge  themselves 
sayinge  :  we  have  brought  no  breed  with  vs.  When  Jesus  vn- 
derstode  that/  he  sayd  vnto  them.  0  ye  of  lytell  fayth/  why 
are  youre  mindes  cumbred  because  ye  have  brought  no  breed  ? 
Do  ye  not  yet  perceave/  nether  remember  those  v  lovessc  when 
there  were  v  M.  men/  and  howe  many  baskettes  toke  ye  vp '? 

^  ^  ^  ^  W  ^  J  i 

Nether  the  vij  loves/  when  there  were  iv  M.  and  howe  many 
baskettes  toke  ye  vppe?  Why  perceave  ye  not  then  /  that  y  spake 
not  vnto  you  of  breed/  when  I  sayde  /  beware  oft'  the  leven  of  the 
pharises  and  of  the  saduces  ?  Then  vnderstode  they  r  howe  that  he 
bad  not  them  beware  of  the  leven  of  breed :  butt  of  the  doctryne 
of  the  pharises/  and  of  the  saduces. 

When  Jesus  cam  in  to  the  coostes  of  the  cite  which  is  called 
cesarea  philippi  /  he  axed  hys  disciples  sayinge :  whom  do  men 
saye  that  1  the  sonne  of  man  am  ?  They  sayde  /  some  saye  that 
thou  arte  Jhon  baptist/  some  helyas/  some  Jeiemias/  or  won 
of  the  prophetes.  He  aeyde  vnto  them :  but  whom  saye  ye  that 
I  am :  Symon  Peter  answered  /  and  sayde:  Thou  arte  Crist  the 
sonne  of  the  livynge  god.  And  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  to 
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him :  happy  arte  thou  Simon  the  sonne  of  Jonas/  for  fleshe  and 
bloude  have  nott  opened  vnto  the  that/  butt  my  father  which  is 
in  heven.  And  I  saye  also  vnto  the/  that  thou  arte  Peter.  And 
apon  this  roocke  I  wyll  bylde  my  congregacion.  And  the  gates 
off  hell  shall  nott  prevayle  a  gcynst  it.  And  y  wyll  gcve  vnto 
the/  the  keves  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven  /  and  whatsoever  thou 
byndcst  vppon  erth/  yt  shalbe  bounde  in  heven/  and  what¬ 
soever  thou  lowsest  on  erthe/  yt  shall  be  lowsed  in  heven. 

Then  he  charged  his  disciples  /  that  they  shulde  tell  no  man  / 
that  he  was  Jesus  Christ.  From  that  tyrae  forth/  Jesus  began  to 
shewc  untohys  disciples/  howe  that  he  must  go  vnto  Jerusalem/ 
and  suffer  many  thinges  of  the  6eniore6/  and  of  the  hyc  prestes/ 
and  of  the  scribes/  and  must  be  killed/  and  ryse  agayne  the 
think-  daye.  Peter  toke  him  aside/  and  began  to  rebuke  hyra 
sayinge master  faver  thy  sylfe/  this  shall  not  come  vnto  the. 
Then  tourned  he  aboule/  and  sayde  vnto  Peter:  go  after  me 
Satan/  thou  offend  cat  me/  because  thou  perceavest  nott  godly 
thynges  :  but  worldly  thynges. 

Jesus  then  sayde  to  hys  disciples.  Yf  eny  man  will  folowe 
me/  leet  hym  forsayke  hym  sylfe/  and  take  hys  erosse  and 
folowe  me.  For  who  soever  wyll  save  hys  lyfe  /  shall  loose  yt. 
And  whosoever  shall  loose  hys  lyfe  for  my  sake/  shall  fynde  yt. 
Whatt  shall  hit.  proffet  a  man  /  yf  he  shulde  wyn  all  the  whoole 
worlde :  so  he  loose  hys  owne  soule  ?  Or  els  what  shall  a  man  geve 
to  rcderoc  hys  soule  agayne  with  all?  For  the  sonne  off  man 
shall  come  in  the  glory  of  hys  father/  with  hys  angels/  and  then 
shall  he  rewardc  every  man  accordynge  to  hys  dedes.  Verely 
I  saye  vnto  you/  some  there  be  a  monge  them  that  here  stonde/ 
whveh  shall  nott.  t.aste  of  deeth/  tyll  they  shall  have  sene  the 
sonne  of  man  come  in  hys  kyngdome. 

jrbtj.  Cljapttr. 

A  ND  after  vj  dayes  Jhesus  toke  Peter  and  James  and  Jhon 
hys  brother  /  and  brought  them  vppe  into  an  hyc  mountavne 
outcofthe  wave/  and  was  transfygu red  before  them,  and  hys  face 
dyd  shyne  as  the  sun  /  and  hys  clothes  were  as  whvte  as  the  light. 
And  beholde  there  apered  vnto  them  Moses  and  Helyas  talkinge 
with  him.  Then  answered  Peter/  and  sade  to  Jesus:  master  here 
is  good  beinge  for  vs.  YfF  thou  wylt/  leet  vs  make  here  iij 
tabernacles/  won  for  the/  and  won  for  Moses/  and  won  for 
Helyas.  Whvll  he  yet  spake/  beholde  a  bright  cloude  shadowed 
them,  and  lo  a  voice  out  of  the  cloude  sayde:  This  is  my 
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deare  sonne/  in  whom  I  delite/  heare  hym.  And  when  the  dis¬ 
ciples  herdc  tliat/  they  fell  flatt  on  there  faces/  and  were  soorc 
afrayed.  And  Jesus  cam  and  touched  them/  and  savde:  aryse 
and  be  not  a  frayed.  Then  lyfte  they  vppe  their  eyes/  and 
sawe  no  man/  but  Jesus  only. 

And  as  they  cam  doune  from  the  mountayne  /  he  charged  them 
sayinge :  se  that  ye  shewe  thys  vysion  to  no  man  /  tyll  the  sonne 
of  man  be  rysen  ageyne  from  deeth.  And  hys  disciples  axed  off 
him  /  sayinge :  Why  then  saye  the  scribes/  that  Helias  must  fyrst 
come?  Jesus  answered/  andsayd  vnto  them:  Helias  shall  fyrst 
come/  and  restore  all  thyngs.  And  1  saye  vnto  you  that  helias  ys 
come  alredy/  and  they  knewe  hym  nott:  butt  have  done  vnto 
him  whatsoever  they  lusted,  in  lyke  wyse  shall  also  the  sonne 
of  man  suffre  of  them.  Then  hys  disciples  perceavcd  that  he 
spake  vnto  them  of  Jhon  baptist. 

And  when  they  were  come  to  the  people  /  ther  cam  to  hym  a 
certayne  man/  and  kneled  done  to  hym  saynge :  Master  have 
mercy  on  my  sonne/  ffor  he  is  franticke;  and  ys  sore  vexed. 
And  oft  tyraes  falleth  into  die  fyre/  and  oft  into  the  water.  And 
I  brought  hym  to  thy  disciples/  and  they  coulde  not  heale  him . 
Jesus  answered  and  sayde :  O  generacion  faythles  and  crokcd : 
liowe  longe  shall  I  , be  with  you  ?  how  longc  shall  y  suffre  you : 
bryng  hym  hidder  to  me.  And  Jhesus  rebuked  the  devyil/  and 
he  cam  out.  And  the  child  was  healed  even  that  same  houre. 

Then  came  hys  disciples  secretly  and  sayde :  Why  could  not 
we  cast  him  out  ?  Jesus  sayd  vnto  them :  Because  off  your  vn- 
belfe.  For  I  say  veryly  unto  you  :  yff  ye  had  fayth  as  a  graync 
off  musterd  seed  /  ye  suulde  saye  vnto  this  mountayne  /  remevc 
hence  to  yonder  place/  and  he  shulde  remeve.  Nether  shuld 
eny  thynge  be  vnpossyble  for  you  to  do.  but  this  kynde  goeth 
not  oute  butt  by  pryer  and  fastynge. 

Whill  theypassed  the  tyme  in  galile/  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them : 
the  sonne  off  man  shalbe  betrayed  into  the  hondes  off  men/ 
and  they  shall  kill  hym  and  the  tnyrd  daye  he  shall  ryse  agayne. 
And  they  sorowed  greatly. 

When  they  were  come  to  Capernaum :  They  that  were  wont 
to  gadre  poll  money/  cam  to  Peter  and  sayde :  Doth  youre 
master  paye  tribute?  He  sayd  :  ye.  And  when  he  was  come 
into  the  housse/  Jesus  spake  fyrst  to  hym  /  sayng :  What  thynkest 
thou  Simon  ?  of  whome  do  the  kynges  off  the  erth  take  tribute/ 
or  poll  money?  of  their  chyldren/  or  of  straungers?  Peter  sayde 
vnto  hym  :  of  straungers.  Then  sayd  Jesus  vnto  hym  agane : 
Then  are  the  chyldren  fine.  N everthelesse  /  lest  we  shulde  offende 
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them:  goo  to  the  sec  and  cast  in  thyne  angle/  and  take  the 
iysslie  that  fyrst  cometh  vp :  and  when  thou  hast  opened  his 
mouthe/  thou  shalt  fynde  a  pece  of  twelve  pens/  that  take  and 
paye  for  roe  and  the. 

€$*  yfctfj.  C^aptrr. 

rpHE  same  tyme  the  disciples  cam  vnto  Jesus  saynff ;  who  is 
•*-  the  greatest  in  the  kyngdom  of  heven?  Jesus  called  a  chylde 
vnto  hym/  and  set  him  in  die  middes  of  them/  and  sayd :  Verely 
1  say  vnto  yon:  except  ye  toume/  and  become  as  children  /  ye 
cannot  enter  into  the  kyngdom  off  heven.  whosoever  therforc 
shall  submit  him  silfe  as  this  chylde  /  he  is  the  greatest  in  the 
kyngdom  of  heven.  And  whosoever  receaveth  suche  a  chylde 
iu  my  name /-receaveth  me.  But  whosoever  offend  one  of  these 
lytell  wens/  which  beleve  in  me:  yt  were  better  for  bym/  that 
u  millstone  were  hanged  aboute  his  necke/  and  that  he  were 
ilrouncd  in  the  depth  of  the  see.  Wo  be  vnto  the  world  because 
of  evill  occasions.  Hit  is  necessary  that  evyll  occasions  be 
geven  /  neverthelesse  woo  be  to  that  man  /  by  whom  evyll  occa¬ 
sion  commeth.  Wherefore  yff  thy  honde  or  thy  fote  geve  the  an 
occasion  of  evyll:  cut  hym  of  and  cast  hym  from  the.  Hyt  is 
better  for  the  to  enter  into  lyfe  hah  or  maymed/  rather  then 
thou  shuldeste  liavynge  two  hondes/  or  two  fete/  be  cast  into 
evcrlastyng  lyre.  And  yf  also  thyne  eye  offendetbe/  plucke 
him  oute  and  caste  hym  from  the.  It  is  better  for  tlie  to  enter 
into  lyfc  with  one  eye/  then  havyng  two  eyes  to  be  cast  into 
hell  fyre. 

Se  that  ye  despise  not  won  of  these  titell  wons  For  I  saye  vnto 
you  /  thatt  in  heven  their  angels  behold  the  face  of  my  fader/ 
wlu'ch  ys  in  heven.  Ye  and  the  soime  of  man  is  come  to  Bave  that 
which  is  lost.  How  thinkc  ye  ?  Yf  a  man  had  an  hondred  shepe  / 
and  one  of  them  shuld  goo  astray/  will  he  not  leve  nynty  and 
nyne  in  the  mountains/  and  go  and  seke  that  won  which  is  gone 
astray  ?  if  it  happen  that  he  fynd  him  /  veryly  I  say  vnto  you ; 
he  reioyseth  more  of  that  shepe/  then  of  the  nynty  and  nyne 
which  went  not  astray.  Even  so  hit  is  nott  the  wyll  of  youre 
father  in  heven  /  that  won  off  this  lytell  wons  shulde  perishe. 

Moreover  yf  thy  brother  trespas  agenst  the.  Go  and  tell 
liym  his  faute  betwene hym  and  the  alone.  Yf  he  heare  the/ 
thou  hast  wone  thy  brother;  but  yf  he  heare  the  not/  then  take 
with  the  won  or  two  /  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  thre  witnesses/ 
all  sainge9  may  etonde.  Yf  he  heare  not  them/  tell  hit  vnto  the 
congrcgacion :  yf  he  heare  not  the  congregaciou  /  take  him  as  an 
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hethen  man/  and  as  a  publican.  Verely  I  say  vnto  you/  What¬ 
soever  ye  bynde  on  erth  /  shalbe  bounde  in  heven.  And  what¬ 
soever  ye  lose  on  erth  /  slial  be  losed  in  heven . 

Agayn  I  say  vnto  you  that  if  two  off  you  shall  agre  in  erth  in 
eny  maner  thingc  whatsoever  they  shall  desvre:  hit  shalbe 
geven  them  of  my  fader  which  is  in  heven ,  For  where  two  or 
thre  are  goffered  togedder  in  my  name/  there  am  I  in  the  middes 
of  them. 

Then  cam  Peter  to  hym/  and  savde :  master  /  how  ofte  shall 
my  brother  treapas  ageynst  me/  and  1  shall  forgeve  hym?  shall 
I  forgeve  hym  seven  tymes?  Jesus  sayd  vnto  hym:  I  save  nott 
•  vnto  the  seven  tymes:  but  seventy  tymes  seven  tymes.  There¬ 
fore  is  the  kyngdom  off  heven  lykened  vnto  a  certayne  kynge./ 
which  wolde  take  a  countes  of  his  se.rvauntes/  and  when  he  had 
begune  to  recken/won  was  browghte  vnto  hym  /  which  ought 
him  ten  thousande  talenttcs :  but  when  he  had  nought  to  paye  / 
the  lord  commaunded  him  to  be  solde/  and  his  wyfc  /  and  his 
children :  and  all  that  he  had  /  and  payment  to  be  made.  The 
servaunt  fell  dounc  and  besought  hym  sainge:  Syr  geve  me 
respy te/  and  I  wyll  paye  hit  every  whit.  Then  had  the  lorde 
pitie  on  the  servaunt  /  and  lowsed  him  /  and  forgave  hym  the 
dett. 

The  same  servaunt  went  out  and  founde  wone  off  his  felowes  / 
which  ought  hym  an  hundred  pence.  And  leyed  hondes  on  hym  / 
and  toke  hym  by  the  throote/  sainge :  paye  that  thou  owest. 
And  his  felowe  fell  doune/  and  besought  hym/  savngc :  have 
paciencc  with  me/  and  I  will  paye  the  all/  And  he  wollde  not/ 
but  went  and  cast  hym  into  preson/  iyll  he  shulde  paye  the 
dett.  When  his  other  felowes  sawe  what  was  done  /  they  wore, 
very  sory  and  earn  and  tolde  vnto  there  lorde  all  that  had  hap¬ 
pened.  Then  the  lorde  called  him/  and  sayde  vnto  hym.  O 
evyll  servaunt/  y  forgave  the  all  that  dett/  because  thou  praydest 
me :  Was  it  not  mete  also  /  that  thou  shuldest  have  had  com¬ 
passion  on  thy  felow/  even  as  y  had  pitie  on  the?  and  his 
lorde  was  wrooth/  and  delyvered  hym  to  the  ioylers/  tyll  he 
shulde  paye  ail  that  was  due  to  hym.  So  lyke  wyse  shall 
youre  hevenly  father  do  vnto  you  /  yf  ye  wyll  not  forgeve  with 
youre  herttes/  each  won  to  his  brother  there  treaspases. 

%Tf)t  rtf.  Chapter. 

A  ND  it  folowed  when  Jesus  had  fynysshed  those  sayinges/  he 
gat  hym  from  Galile/  and  cam  into  the  coostes  off  iewry 
beyonde  Jordan  /  and  moebe  people  folowed  hym  /  and  he  healed 
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them  theare.  Then  cam  vnto  hym  the  pharises  to  tempte  hym  / 
and  aayde  to  hym:  Ys  hit  lawfull  for  a  man  to  put  a  waye  hie 
wyfe  for  all  manner  off  causes  ?  He  answered/  and  aayde  vnto 
them  Have  ye  not  redde  howe  that  he  which  made  man  at  the 
begynnyngo/  made  them  man  and  woman?  and  saide  for  thys 
thinge/  shall  a  man  leve  father  and  mother  /  and  cleve  vnto  his 
wyfe/  and  they  twane  shalbe  won  flese.  Wherfore  nowe  are 
they  not  twayne/  but  won  fleshe.  Let  not  man  therfore  put 
asunder/  that  which  god  hath  cuppled  togedder.  Then  sayde 
they  to  hym :  why  did  Moses  commaunde  to  geve  vnto  her  a 
testimonial!  of  divorsement  and  to-  put  her  awaye  ?  He  saide 
vnto  them :  Moses  because  of  the  hardnes  of  youre  hertea  suffred 
you  to  put  awaye  youre  wyfes :  But  from  the  begynnynge  hit 
was  nott  so.  I  saye  therefore  vnto  you/  whosoever  putteth 
awaye  his  wyfe  (except  hit  be  for  fornicacion)  and  maryeth 
another/ break eth  wedlocke/  and  whosoever  marieth  her  which  i3 
divorsed  /  doeth  commyt  advoutry. 

Then  spake  his  disciples  to  hym :  yffthc  matter  be  so  betwene 
man  and  wyfe/  then  is  it  not  good  to  mary.  He  sayde  vnto 
them :  all  men  can  not  awaye  with  that  saynge :  but  they  to 
whom  it  is  gevcn.  There  are  chaste  /  which  were  so  borne  out  • 
of  the  mothers  belly.  And  there  are  chaste  /  which  be  made  of 
men.  And  there  be  chaste/  which  have  made  them  selves 
chaste  for  the  kyngdom  off  hevens  sake.  He  that  can  take  it 
lett  hym  take  it. 

Then  were  brought  to  hym  yonge  chyldren  /  that  he  shulde 
put  his  hondes  on  them  and  praye  And  his  disciples  rebuked 
them.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them :  suffre  the  chyldren/  and  forbid 
them  not  to  come  to  me/  ffor  vnto  suche  belongeth  the  kingdom 
off  hcven.  And  when  he  had  put  his  hondes  on  them  /  he  de¬ 
parted  thence.  And  beholde  won  cam/ and  sayde  vnto  hym: 
good  master/  what  good  thinge  shall  I  do  /that  I  m  aye  have 
eternal  lyfe  ?  He  sayde  vnto  him :  why  callest  thou  me  good  ? 
there  is  none  good  but  won  /  and  that  his  God.  But  and  thou 
wilt  entre  in  to  lyfc /  kepe  the  commaundmentes.  He  sayde : 
Which?  And  Jesus  sayde :  thou  shalt  not  kyll.  thou  shalt  not 
breake  wcdloocke.  Thou  shalt  not  steale :  thou  shalt  nott  beare 
falce  witnes.  honoure  thy  father  and  mother,  and  thou  shalt 
In vc  thyne  neghbour  as  thy  sylfe :  the  yonge  man  sayde  vnto 
him :  l  have  observed  all  ‘these  thinges  from  my  youth  /  what 
have  y  more  to  do  ?  Jesus  sayde  vnto  him :  yf  thou  wilt  be 
perfecte/  goo  and  sell  that  thou  hast/  and  geve  it  to  the  povre/ 
and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  ip  heven  /  and  come  and  folowe 
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me.  When  the  yonge  man  horde  dial  sayinge  /  he  went  awaye 
morningc.  For  he  had  greate  possessions. 

Jesus  sayde  then  vnto  his  disciples :  Verely  I  say  vnto  you  /  a 
ryehe  man  shall  with  difficulte  enter  into  the  kyngdome  of 
heven.  And  moreover  I  say  vnto  you :  it  is  easier  for  a  camel) 
to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  nedle  /  then  for  a  ryche  man  to  enter 
into  the  kyngdome  of  heven.  When  his  disciples  herde  that/ 
they  were  excedingty  amased  /  sayinge :  who  then  can  be  saved  ? 
Jesus  beheld e  them  /  and  saide  vnto  them :  with  men  this  is 
vnpossyble/  but  with  God  all  thingesare  possyble. 

Then  answered  Peter/  and  saide  to  him :  Beholde  we  have 
forsaken  all  /  and  have  folowed  the  :  what  shall  we  have  therfore  t 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  them :  verely  I  saye  to  you/  thatt.  ye  which 
have  folowed  me  in  the  seconde  generacion  (when  the  sonne 
off  man  shall  syt  in  theseate  of  his  maieste)  shall  syt  also  vppon 
xij  seates/  and  iudge  the  xij  trybes  off  Israhel.  And  whoso¬ 
ever  forsaketh  houssc/  or  brethren/  or  systers/  other  father/  or 
mother/  or  wyfe/  orcliyldren/  or  lyvelod/  for  my  names  sake  / 
the  same  shall  receve  an  hundred  folde/  and  shall  inhere!  cver- 
lastynge  lyfe.  Many  that  are  fyrste  shalbe  Saste/  and  the  laste 
shalbe  ffyrste. 


CT)t  ©a^ptU  of  jftfUtfpto. 


C!>e  \j.  Cfjaptrr. 

Tj^OR  the  kyngdom  of  heven  ys  lyke  vnto  an  houssliolder/ 
which  went  out  erly  in  the  morntnge  to  hyre  labourers 
into  liys  vynyarde.  And  he  agrede  with  the  labourers  for  a 
peny  a  daye  and  sent  them  into  his  vynyarde.  And  he  went 
out  about  tlie  thyrde  houre/  and  sawe  other  stondyng  ydell  in 
the  market  place  and  sayd  vnto  them  go  ye  also  into  my  vyn¬ 
yarde/  and  whatsoever  is  right/  1  will  geve  you.  and  they  went 
there  way.  Agayne  he  went  out  about  the  sixte  and  nynthe  houre  / 
and  dyd  lyke  wyse.  And  he  went  out  aboute  the  eleventhe  houre 
and  founae  other  stondynge  ydell/  And  sayde  vnto  them :  Why 
stonde  ye  here  all  the  daye  ydell  ?  They  sayae  vnto  hym  :  because 
no  man  hath  hyred  vs.  He  sayde  to  them :  goo  ye  alsoo  into  my 
vynyarde/  and  whatsoever  shalbe  right/  that  shall  ye  receave. 

When  even  was  come  the  lorde  of  the  vyneyarde  sayde  vnto 
hys  steward:  call  the  labourers/  and  geve  them  there  hyre/ 
begynnyng  at  the  laste  /  tyll  thou  come  to  the  fyrste.  And  they 
whyche  were  hyred  aboute  the  eleventhe  houre/  cam  and  re- 
ceaved  every  man  a  peny.  Then  cam  the  fyrst/  supposyng  that 
they  shulde  receave  mooare  >  and  they  like  wyse  receaved  every 
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man  a  peny.  And  when  they  had  receaved  it/  they  grudged 
agaynst  the  good  man  of  the  housse  sayng :  These  laste  have 
wroght  but  one  lioure  /  and  thou  hast  made  them  equall  vnto 
vs  which  have  borne  the  burthen  and  heet  of  the  daye. 

He  answered  to  one  of  them  say  nge:  frendcldothe  nowronnge. 
dyddeste  thou  not  agre  withe  me  for  a  penny  ?  Take  that  which^ 
is  thy  duty  /  and  goo  thy  waye.  I  will  geve  vnto  this  laste/ 
as  moche  as  to  the.  Ysyt  not  lawfull  ffor  me  to  do  as  me  listeth 
with  rnyne  awne.  Ys  thyne  eye  evyll  because  l  am  good  ?  Soo 
the  laste  slialbe  fyrste  /  and  the  fyrste  shalbe  laste.  For  many 
are  called  and  feawe  be  chosen. 

And  Jesus  ascended  to  Jerusalem  /  and  toke  the  xij  disciples 
aparte  in  the  way e/  and  sayde  to  them :  Loo  we  goo  vp  to 
Jerusalem/  and  the  sonne  off  man  shalbe  betrayed  vnto  the 
chef  prestes/'  and  vnto  the  scrybes/  and  they  shall  condemnc 
hym  to  deeth/  and  shall  delivre  hym  to  the  gen  tils/  to  be 
mocked/  to  be  scourged/  and  to  be  crucified,  and  the  thyrd 
day  he  shall  ryse  agayne. 

Then  cam  to  hym  the  mother  off  Zebedes  children  with  her 
sonnes  worshyppynge  him  /  and  desyrynge  a  certayne  thynge  off 
hym.  He  sayde  vnto  her:  What  wylt  thou  have/  She  sayde 
vnto  hym:  Graunte  that  these  my  two  sonnes  maye  sitt/  one 
on  thy  right  hond/  and  the  other  on  thy  lifte  honde  in  thy 
kyngdom. 

Jesus  answered  and  sayd:  Ye  wot  not  whatt  ye  axe.  Are 
ye  able  to  drynke  off  the  cuppe  that  y  shall  drinke  of.  And  to 
be  baptised  with  the  baptism  thaty  shalbe  baptised  with/  They 
answered  to  him  :  That  we  are.  He  sayd  vnto  them :  Ye  shall 
drynke  of  my  cupc  /  and  shalbe  baptised  with  the  baptim  that 
y  shall  be  baptysed  with :  But  to  syt  on  my  right  hond/  and  on 
my  lyft  hond  /  is  not  myne  to  geve  :  but  to  them  for  whom  it  is 
prepared  of  my  father. 

And  when  the  ten  herde  this/ they  desdayned  att  the  two 
brethren.  But  Jesus  called  them .  vnto  hym  /  and  saide :  Ye 
knowe/  that  the  lordes  of  the  gentylshave  dominacion  over  them/ 
And  they  that  are  greater  exercise  power  over  them.  It  shall  not 
be  so  amongc  you :  But  whosoever  wyll  be  greate  among  you  / 
let  hym  be  youre  minister/  and  whosoever  will  be  chefe/  let 
him  be  youre  servaunt.  Even  as  the  sonne  off  man  cam  /  not 
to  be  ministered  vnto/  butt  to  minister :  and  to  geve  his  lyfe 
for  the  redempeion  off  many. 

And  as  they  departed  from  Hierico/  moche  people  folowed 
hym.  And  beholdc  two  blynde  men  syttinge  by  the  waye  side/ 
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when  they  herde  /  that  Jesus  passed  by  cryed  sayinge :  Master 
the  sonne  off  David  have  mercy  on  vs.  And  tire  people  re¬ 
buked  them/  because  they  shulde  holdc  there  peace  :  But  they 
cryed  the  moare  /  sayinge ;  have  mercy  on  vs  master  which  arte 
the  sonne  off  David.  Then  Jesus  stode  styll/  and  called  them/ 
and  sayde :  what  will  ye  that  y  shall  do  to  you  ?  They  said  vnto 
hym  :  Master/  that  oure  eyes  maye  be  opened.  Jesus  pitied 
them  /  and  touched  there  eyes.  And  immediately  theire  eyes  re- 
ceved  syght :  And  they  folowed  hym . 


pjrj.  Chapter. 

’VX7’HEN  they  drewe  nye  vnto  Jerusalem/  and  were  come  to 

Betphage/  vuto  mounte  olivete/  then  sent  Jesus  two  off 
his  disciples  /  sayinge  to  them  i  Go  in  to  the  toune  that  lyeth  over 
agaynste  you/  and  anon  ye  shall  fyndean  asse  bounde/  and  lier 
colte  with  her  /  lose  them  and  bringe  them  vnto  me.  And  if 

saye  ought  vnto  you  /  save  ye  that  youre  master  hath 


eny 


All 
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neade  off  them  /  and  streyght  waye  he  will  let  them  go. 
this  was  donne  /  to  fulfyll  that  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet/ 
sayinge :  Tell  ye  the  doughterof  Sion :  beholde  thy  kinge  cometh 
vnto  the  meke/  sittinge  vppon  an  asse  and  a  colte/  the  foole  off 
an  asse  vsed  to  the  yooke.  The  disciples  went/  and  did  as  Jesus 
commaunded  them  /  and  brought  the  asse  and  the  colte/  a ud 
put  on  them  there  clothes/  and  set  him  there  on.  Many  of 
the  people  spreed  tlieire  garmentes  in  the  waye,  other  cut  doune 
braunches  from  the  trees  /  and  strawed  them  in  the  waye.  More¬ 
over  the  people  that  went  before/  and  they  also  that  cam  after 
cried  sayinge :  hosianna  to  the  sonne  of  David.  Blessed  be  he 
that  commeth  in  the  name  of  the  lorde/  hosianna  in  the  hyest. 

And  when  he  was  come  in  to  Jerusalem/  all  the  cite  was 
moved/  sayinge  :  who  ys  thys?  And  the  people/  sayde:  tbys 
ys  Jesus  the  prophet  of  nazareth  a  cite  of  galile.  And  Jesus 
went  in  to  the  temple  of  God  /  and  caste  out  all  them  that  bought 
and  solde  in  the  temple  /  and  overthrew  the  tables  of  the  mony 
cliaungers/  and  the  seates  of  them  that  solde  doves.  And  saide 
to  them:  it  is  written/  mine  housse  shalbe  called  the  housse 
off  prayer/  butt  ye  have  made  it  a  denn  of  theves.  And  the 
blinde  and  the  halt  cam  to  hym  in  the  temple  /  and  he  healed 

them. 

When  the  chefc  prestes  and  scribes  sawe  /  the  marveylles  thatt 
he  dyd/  And  the  chyldren  cryinge  in  the  temple  and  sayinge/ 
hosianna  to  the  sonne  of  David/ they  desdayned/  and  sayde 
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vnto  hym :  hearest  thou  what  these  saye  ?  Jesus  sayde  vnto 
them :  nave  ye  never  redde  off  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucke- 
lingcs  thou  hast  ordcyned  prayse?  And  he  left  them  /  and  went 
out  of  the  cite,  vnto  bethani/  and  passed  the  tyme  there. 

In  the  momynge  as  he  returned  into  the  cite  ageyne/  he  hun¬ 
dred/  and  spyed  a  fygge  tree  in  the  way /  and  cam  to  it/  and 
t'ounde  nothynge  there  on  /  but  leves  only  /  and  said  to  it/  never 
t'rute  growe  on  the  hence  forwardes.  And  anon  the  fygge  tree 
wyddered  awaye.  And  when  his  disciples  sawe  it/  they  mar¬ 
velled  sayiuge :  How  gone  is  the  fygge  tree  wyddered  awaye? 
Jesus  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  Verely  I  say  vnto  you / 
vff  ye  shall  have  fayth/  and  shall  not  dout/  ye  shall  nott  only 
do  that  which  y  have  done  to  the  fygge  tree :  but  also  yf  ye 
shall  saye  vnto  this  mountayne/  take  thy  silfe  awaye/  and 
cast  thv  silfe  in  to  the  see/  it  shalbe  done.  And  whatsoever 
tliinge  ye  shall  axe  in  youre  prayers  (if  ye  beleve)  ye  shall 
receave  hit. 


And  when  he  was  come  into  the  temple/  the  chefe  prestes  and 
the  senioresof  the  people  cam  vnto  him  as  he  was  teachinge  /  and 
sayde :  by  what  auctorite  doest  thou  these  thinges?  and  who  gave 
the  this  power  ?  Jesus  answered  /  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  I  also 


which  if  ye  asoyle  me/  3 
ctorite  I  do  these  thinges 


Whence  wus  the  baptism  of  Jhon  ?  from  heven  /  or  of  men  ? 
And  they  thought  iu  themselves/  sayinge;  yf  we  shall  saye/ 
from  heven/  he  wyll  saye  vnto  vs  :  why  dyd  ye  not  then  beleve 
hym  :  but  and  iff  we  shall  saye  of  men  then  feare  we  the  people. 
For  all  men  hclde  Jhon  as  a  prophet.  And  they  answered 
Jesus/  and  sayde:  we  cannot  tell.  He  lykewyse  sayde  vnto 
them :  nether  tell  1  you  by  what  auctorite  y  do  these  thinges : 
What  saye  ye  to  thys?  a  certayne  man  had  ij  sonnes/  and  cam 
to  the  elder  sayinge :  go,  and  worke  to  day  in  my  vyncyarde. 
He  answered  and  savd/ 1  wyll  not:  but  afterwarde  repented  and 
went.  Then  cam  he  to  the  seconde/  and  sayde  lykewyse  /  and 
he  answered  and  sayde :  1  wyll  syr :  yet  went  he  not.  Whedder 
of  these  ij  fulfyllcd  there  fathers  wyll  ?  and  they  sayde  vnto  hym : 
the  fyrst.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  :  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  /  that 
the  publicans  and  the  harlotcs  shal  come  into  the  kyngdomc  off 
God  before  you.  For  Jhon  cam  vnto  you  /  in  the  way  of  righte- 
wesiies  /  and  ye  beleved  hym  not.  but  the  publicans  and  the 
wltoores  beleved  hym.  But  ye  (though  ye  sawe  it)  yet  were  not 
moved  with  rcpcntaunce/  that  ye  myght  afterwarde  have  beleved 
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Hcrken  another  similitude.  There  was  a  certayne  housholdcr 
whycli  set  a  vyneyarde/  and  hedged  itrounde  about  /  and  made 
a  wynpresse  in  it/  and  bilt  a  tower/  and  lett  it  out  to  husband- 
men  /  and  went  into  a  straunge  countre.  And  when  the  tyme  of 
the  fiute  drewe  near  /  he  sent  his  servauntes  to  the  husbandmen  / 
to  receave  the  frutes  of  it/  and  the  husbandmen  caught  his 
servauntes/  and  bet  won /  kylled  another/ and  stoned  another. 
Againe  he  sent  other  servauntes  moo  then  the  fyrst/  and  they 
served  them  lyke  wyse.  Cut  last  of  all/  he  sent  vnto  them  hys 
awne  sonne/  sayinge:  they  wyll  feare  my  sonne.  When  the 
husbandmen  saw  his  sonne/  they  sayde  amonge  themselves: 
Thys  ys  the  heyre  /  come  on  lett  us  kyll  hym  /  and  lett  vs  take 
hys  inherytaunce  to  oure  selves.  And  they  caught  hym  and 
thrust  him  out  of  the  vyneyarde/  and  shlewe  him.  When  the 
lorde  of  the  vyneyarde  commeth.  what  wyll  he  do  with  those 
husbandmen  ?  They  sayde  vnto  hym :  he  will  evyll  destroye 
those  evyll  persons  /  and  wyll  lett  out  his  vyneyarde  vnto  other 
husbandmen  /  whych  shall  delyver  hym  his  frute  att  tymes  con¬ 
venient. 

Jesus  saide  vnto  them :  dyd  ye  never  reede  in  the  scriptures? 
the  same  stone  which  the  bylders  refused  /  is  set  in  the  princypali 
parte  of  the  comer,  this  was  the  lordes  doinge  /  and  it  is  mervel- 
ous  in  oure  eyes.  Therefore  saye  I  vnto  you  the  kingdomc  of 
god  shalbe  taken  from  you  /  and  shalbe  geven  to  the  gentyles 
which  shall  brynge  forth  the  frutes  off  it.  And  whosoever  shall 
fall  on  thys  stone  /  shalbe  alto  broken.  And  whomsoever  thys 
stone  shall  fall  oppon  /  he  shall  grynd  him  to  powder.  And 
when  the  chefe  prestes  and  pharyses  hearde  his  similitudes  they 
perceaved  that  he  spake  of  them.  And  they  went  about  to 
laye  hondes  on  hym/  but  they  feared  the  people/  because  they 
counted  hym  as  a  prophet.  And  Jesus  answered  and  spake  vnto 
themagayne/  in  similitudes/  sayinge. 


Cl>e  rtfj.  Chapter. 


FTTOE  kyngdome  of  heven  is  lyke  unto  a  certayne  kinge/ 
which  maryed  his  sonne  /  and  sent  forth  his  servauntes  /  to 
call  them  that  were  byd  to  the  weddinge/  and  they  woldc  nott 
come.  Agayne  he  sentt  forth  other  servauntes /  sayinge :  tell 
them  which  are  bydden  :  Lo  I  have  prepared  my  dynner/  myne 
oxen  and  my  fatlinges  are  kylled/  and  all  thinges  are  redy/  come 
vnto  the  mariage.  They  made  light  of  it/  and  went  their  wayes : 
won  to  his  ferme  place/  another  about  his  merchandyse  /  the 
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remnaunt  toke  his  servauntes  and  entreated  them  vn goodly  and 
sieve  them.  When  the  kinge  herde  that/  he  was  wroth/  and 
sent  forth  his  warryers  and  distroyed  those  murtheres/  and 
brent  vppe  thcire  cite. 

Then  sayde  he  to  hys  ser  vaunts :  The  weddinge  was  prepared : 
butt  they  which  were  bydden  thereto/  were  not  worthy.  Go  ye 
therefore  out  into  the  hye  wayes/  and  as  many  as  ye  fynde/  byd 
them  to  the  manage.  The  servauntes  went  out  into  the  wayes/ 
and  gaddered  togedder  as  many  as  they  coulde  fynde/  booth 
good  and  bad  /  and  the  weddinge  was  furnys9hed  with  gestes. 
The  kinge  cam  in  /  to  riset  hys  gestes/  and  spyed  there  a  man 
which  had  not  on  a  weddinge  garment/  and  sayde  vnto  hym : 
frende ,  how  camyst  thou  in  hydder  /  and  hast  not  on  a  weddyng 
garment?  and  he  was  even  spechlesse.  Then  sayde  the  kynge 
to  hys  ministers :  take  and  bynde  hym  honde  and  fotc  /  and 
caste  hym  into  vtter  dercknes/  there  shalbe  wepinge  and  gnas- 
singe  of  teth.  For  many  are  called  and  feawe  be  chosen. 

Then  went  the  farises  and  tokc  counsell  /  howe  they  myght 
tangle  him  in  his  wordes.  And  sent  vnto  him  there  disciples  w^i 
horodcs  servauntes  sayinge :  master/  we  knowe  that  thou  alte 
true/  and  that  thou  teachest  the  waye  of  god  trueli  /  nether  carest 
for  eny  man/  for  thou  consydrest  nott  mennes  estate.  Tell  vs 
therefore :  howe  thinkeste  thou  ?  is  it  lawfull  to  geve  tribute  vnto 
Cesar  /  or  not?  Jesus  perceaved  there  wylynes/ and  sayde:  Why 
tempte  ye  me  ye  ypocrytes?  lett  me  se  the  tribute  money.  And 
they  toke  hym  a  peny.  And  be  sayde  vnto  them :  whose  ys 
this  ym age  and  superscripcion  ?  They  sayde  vnto  hym :  Cesars. 
Then  sayde  he  vnto  them  :  Geve  therefore  to  Cesar/  that  which 
is  cesars:  and  geve  unto  god /  that  which  is  goddes.  When 
they  herde  that  they  marvelled  /  and  lefte  hym  and  went  there 
wayc. 

The  same  dave  the  saduccs  cam  vnto  hym  (whych  saye  that 
there  is  no  resurreccion)  and  they  axed  hym  saynge  :  Master  / 
Moses  bade  /  if  a  man  dye  havingc  no  children/  that  the  brother 
Mary  his  wyfe/  and  rcysc  vppe  seed  vnto  his  brother.  There 
were  with  vs  seven  brethren  /  the  fyrst  Maried  and  dyed  with  out 
ysshewe  /  and  lefte  hys  wyfe  vnto  hys  brother.  Lyke  wyse  the 
seconde  and  the  thryd/  vnto  the  seventhe.  Laste  of  all  the 
woman  dyed  also.  Nowein  the  resurreccion  whose  wyfe  shall 
she  be  of  the  vij  ?  for  all  had  her.  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto 
them :  ye  are  dcccaved/  and  knowe  not  what  the  scripture  mean- 
eth  /  nor  yett  the  vertue  of  god.  For  in  the  resurreccion  they 
nether  Mary  nor  are  Marycd :  but  are  as  the  angels  of  god  in 
hcven.  oo 
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As  touchy  nge  the  resurreccion  off  the  deed :  have  ye  nott  redde 
what  ys  sayde  vnto  you  off  god  /  which  sayeth  I  am  Abrahams 
God/  and  Ysaaks  God/  and  the  God  of  Jacob?  God  ys  nott 
the  god  of  the  deed:  but  of  the  lyvinge.  And  when  the  people 
hcrde  that  /  they  were  astonyed  at  hys  doctrine. 

When  the  ph arises  had  herde/  howe  that  he  had  put  the 
saduces  to  silence/  they  drewe  togedder/  and  won  of  them 
whych  was  a  doctour  off  la  we  axed  him  a  question  temptinge  him 
aua  sayinge :  Master  whych  is  the  grett  commaundment  in  the 
lawe?  Jesus  sayde  vnto  him:  thou  shalt  love  thy  lorde  god 
with  all  thyne  herte/  wyth  all  thy  soule/  and  with  all  thy  mynde. 
This  is  the  fyrst  and  that  grett  commaundmeut.  And  there  ys 
another  lyke  vnto  thys.  Thou  shalt  love  thyne  neghbour  as  thy 
selfe.  In  these  two  commaundments/  hange  all  the  lawc  and  the 
prophettes. 

Whyll  the  pharises  were  gaddered  togedder/  Jesus  axed  them 
saynge/  what  thinke  ye  of  Christ?  whose  sonne  is  he?  they 
sayde  vnto  hym :  the  sonne  of  david.  He  sayde  vnto  them  : 
howe  then  doeth  david  in  spirite  call  him  lorde  /  saynge  ?  The 
lorde  sayde  to  my  lorde/  sytt  on  my  ryght  honde :  tyll  I  make 
thyne  eunemyes  thy  fote  ptole.  yf  david  call  hym  lorde :  howe 
is  he  then  his  sonne  ?  And  none  of  them  coukle  answere  him 
ageyne  one  wo’rde.  Nether  durste  eny  man  from  that  daye  forth 
axe  hym  eny  moo  questions. 


rtf tj.  Cfjaptir. 

T^HEN  spake  Jesus  to  the  people/  and  to  hys disciples /  saynge : 

The  scrybs  and  the  pharises  sitt  in  moses  seate  /  whatsoever 
they  byd  you  observe/  that  observe  and  do:  but  after  their 
workes  do  not:  for  they  saye/  and  do  not/  Ye  andthey  bynde 
bevy  burthens  and  gre veous  to  be  borne  /  and  ley  them  on  mennes 
shulders:  hut  they  diem  sylfe  wyl  not  move  them  with  one  fynger. 
All  there  workes  they  do/  for  to  be  sene  of  men.  They  sett 
abroade  there  philateris/  and  make  large  borders  on  there  gar- 
menttes  /  and  love  to  sytt  vppermooste  at  feastes  /  and  to  have 
the  chefe  seates  in  the  synagogues/  and  gretynges  in  the  marketes 
and  to  be  called  of  men  Rabi. 

But  ye  shall  nott  suffre  youre  selves  to  be  called  rabi  /  for 
one  ys  youre  master/  that  is  to  wytt  Christ,  and  all  ye  are 
brethren.  And  call  ye  no  man  youre  father  on  the  erth/  for  one 
is  youre  father  /  and  he  is  in  lieven.  be  yc  not  called  masters/ 
for  one  ys  youre  master  /  and  he  is  Christ.  He  that  is  greateste 
amonge  you/  shalbe  youre  $ervaunjte.  But  whosoever  exalteth 

40 


Cijt  $64peU  of  §t.  fHatijtto.  C%.  jrntf , 


hym  silfe/  shalbe  brought  lowe.  And  lie  that  submitteth  him 
silfe/  shalbe  exalted. 

Wo  be  vnto  you  scribs  and  pharises  dissemblers  /  for  ye  sheet 
vp  the  kyngdom  of  heveu  before  men:  ye  youre  selves  goo  nott 
in  /  nether  suffre  ye  them  that  come  to  enter  in. 

Wo  be  vnto  you  scribes  and  pharises/  for  ye  devoure  wid- 
dowes  houses/  and  that  vnder  a  coloure  of  praying  longe  prayers/ 
wherfore  ye  shall  receave  greater  damnacion. 

Wo  be  vnto  you  scribes  and  pharises  ypocrites/  for  ye  com- 
passe  see  and  londe/  to  brynge  one  in  to  youre  belefe :  And 
when  ye  have  brought  him  ye  make  hym  two  folde  more  the 
ehylde  off  hell/  then  ye  youre  selves  are. 

Wo  be  vnto  you  blynd  gides  /  for  ye  saye ;  whosoever  sweare 
by  the  temple/  yt  ys  nothinge:  but  whosoever  sweare  by  the 
guide  of  the  temple/  he  is  detter.  ye  foies  and  blinder  whether 
is  greater  /  the  golde/  or  the  temple  that  sanctifyeth  the  golde. 
And  whosoever  sweareth  by  the  aulter  it  is  nothinge :  but  who* 
soever  sweareth  by  the  ofieringe  that  lyeth  on  the  aultre  ys  detter. 
ye  foies  and  blinde :  whether  is  greater  the  ofieringe  /  or  the 
aultre  whycli  sanctifyeth  the  ofieringe ?  whosoever  therfore  swear- 
eth  be  the  aultre/  sweareth  bi  it/  and  by  all  that  there  on  is. 
And  whosoever  sweareth  by  the  temple  sweareth  by  it/  and  by 
hym  that  dwelleth  there  in.  And  he  that  sweareth  by  heven  / 
sweareth  by  the  seate  of  god  /  and  by  hym  that  sytteth  thereon. 

Wo  be  to  you  scrybes  and  pharises  desemblers  /  for  ye  tythe 

mynt/  annys/  and  commen/  and  leave  the  waygthtyer  mattres 

of  the  lawc  on  done.;  judgement/  mercy/  and  fayth :  these 

ought  ye  to  have  done  /  and  not  to  have  lefte  the  othre  ondone. 

Ye  blinde  gides  /  which  strayne  out  a  gnat  /  and  swalowe  a 

cammyll, 

* 

Wo  be  to  you  scrybes/  and  pharises  ypocrites/  for  ye  make 
clene  the  vtter  side  off  the  cuppe/  and  on  the  platter:  but  with 
in  they  are  full  of  brybery  and  excesse.  Thou  blvnde  pharise  / 
dense  fyrst  /  that  which  is  within  the  cuppe  ana  the  platter/ 
that  the  oulsvde  mave  also  be  clene. 

Wo  be  to  you  scrybes/  and  pharises  ypocrites/  for  ye  are  lyke 
vnto  payntea  torabes  which  appere  beautyfull  outwardes :  but 
are  with  in  full  off  deed  mens  bones  and  of  all  fylthynes.  So 
are  ye/  for  outwardes  ye  appere  rightous  vnto  men  /  when  with 
in  ye  are  full  of  dissimulacion  and  iniquite. 

Wo  be  vnto  you  scrybes  and  pharises  ypocrites  /  flor  ye  bilde 
the  tombes  off  the  prophettes/  and  garnisshe  the  sepulchres  off 
iuste  men  /  and  saye :  Yf  we  had  bene  in  oure  fathers  tyme/  we 
woide  not  have  bene  partners  with  them  in  the  bloud  of  the 
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prophetes.  So  are  ye  witnesses  vnto  youre  selves  /  that  ye  are 
the  children  of  them/  which  killed  the  prophetes.  Fulfylt  ye 
lyke  wyse  the  measure  of  youre  fathers  :  ye  serpents  and  gene- 
racion  of  vipers/  liowe  shall  ye  scape  the  daiqpnacion  of  hell  ? 

Wherfore  beholde  y  sende  vnto  you  prophetes  /  wyse  men  /  and 
scrybes  /  and  off  them  some  shall  ye  kyll  and  crucifie  /  and  some 
shall  ye  scourge  in  your  synagogges  /  and  persecute  from  cite  to 
cite/  thatt  all  righteous  bloud  may  fall  on  you  /  which  was  sheed 
apon  the  erth  /  from  the  bloud  of  riglitous  Abell  /  vnto  the  bloud 
of  Zacharias  the  sonne  of  Barachias/  whom  ye  slewe  betwene 
the  temple  and  the  altre:  Verely  y  say  vnto  you/  all  these 
thinges  shall  light  apon  this  generacion.  Hierusalem  Hieru- 
salem  which  kylleth  prophetes  /  and  stonest  them  which  are  sent 
to  the :  howe  often  wolae  I  have  gaddered  thy  children  to  ged- 
der  /  as  the  henne  gaddreth  her  chickens  vnder  her  wynges?  but 
ye  wolde  not  ?  beholde  youre  habitacion  shalbe  lefte  vnto  you 
desolate.  For  y  saye  vnto  you/  ye  shall  not  se  me  hence  forth/ 
tyll  that  ye  saye  :  blessed  ys  he  that  commeth  in  the  name  off 
the  lorde. 


Cf)c  ypuj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  Jesus  went  out  and  departed  from  the  temple  :  and  his 
disciples  cam  to  hym  /  for  to  sliewe  hym  the  byldinge  of  tlie 
temple.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them:  se  ye  not  all  these  thinges  ? 
verely  y  saye  vnto  you  /  There  shall  not  be  heie  leeft  one  stone 
vppon  another  /  that  shall  not  be  destroyed. 

And  as  he  sat  vppon  the  mount  OHvete/  his  disciples  cam 
vnto  hym  secretly  sayinge :  Tell  vs/  when  this  shalbe?  and  what 
signe  shalbe  of  thy  comminge  /  and  of  the  ende  of  the  worlde  ? 
and  Jesus  answered  /  and  sayde  vnto  them :  Take  hede  /  that 
no  man  desceave  you  /  for  many  shall  come  in  my  name  sainge : 
y  am  Christ  /  and  shall  deceave  many. 

Ye  shall  heare  of  warres  /  and  of  the  noyse  of  warres/  but  se 
that  ye  be  not  troubled  /  for  all  these  thinges  muste  come  to 
passe  /  but  the  ende  is  not  yet.  For  nacion  shall  ryse  ageynstc 
nacion  /  and  realme  ageynste  realm e :  and  there  shalbe  pesti¬ 
lence  /  and  honger/  and  erthquakes  in  all  quarters.  All  these 
are  the  beginynnge  off  sorowes. 

Then  shall  they  put  you  to  trouble  /  and  shall  kyll  you  /  and 
ye  shalbe  hated  off  all  nacions  ffor  my  names  sake :  and  then 
shall  many  fall  /  and  shall  betraye  won  another/  and  shall  hate 
won  the  other  /  and  many  felce  prophetes  shall  aryse  /  and  shall 
deceave  many  :  and  because  iniquite  shall  have  the  vpper  hande  / 
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the  love  of  many  shall  abate.  But  he  that  endureth  to  the  ende 
shalbe  safe.  And  this  Gospell  off  the  kyngdom  shalbe  preached 
in  all  the  world e  /  for  a  witnes  vnto  all  nacions/  and  then  shall 
the  ende  come. 

When  ye  then  shall  se  the  abominacion  and  desolacion  (spoken 
of  by  Daniell  the  prophet)  stonde  in  the  holy  place :  whosoever 
redeth  it/  let  hym  vnderstonde  it.  Then  let  them  which  be  in 
iury  dye  into  the  mountaynes.  And  lett  hym  whych  is  on  the 
housse  toppe  /  not  come  doune  to  take  eoytinge  out  of  his  housse. 

Nether  let  hym  which  is  in  the  felde  /  rcturne  backe  to  fetche 

_ 

his  clothes.  Wo  be  in  those  dayes  to  them  that  are  with  chylde  / 
and  to  them  that  geve  sucke.  Butt  praye  thatt  youre  flyght  be 
not  in  the  winther  /  nether  on  the  saboth  daye.  For  then  shall 
be  greate  tribuiacion  /  suche  as  was  not  from  the  beginynge  off 
the  worlde  to’  this  tyme/  ner  shalbe.  Ye  and  except  those 
dayes  shuldc  be  shortened  /  shulde  no  flesshe  be  saved :  Butt  for 
the  chosens  sake  those  dayes  sbalbe  shortened . 

Then  yff  eny  man  shall  saye  vnto  you :  lo/  here  is  Christ/  or 
there  is  Christ :  beleve  it  not :  ffor  there  shall  aryse  falce  christes/ 
and  falce  prophetes  /  and  shall  geve  greate  signes  and  wonders. 
So  greatly  that  yff  it  were  possible/  even  the  chosen  shulde  be 
brought  into  erroure.  Take  hede  I  have  tolde  you  before.  Yff 
they  shall  saye  vnto  you :  lo  /  he  is  in  the  desert/  go  not  forth  :  yff 
they  saye :  lo  /  he  is  in  the  secret  places  /  beleve  nott.  For  as  the 
lightnynge  cometh  out  off  the  eest/  and  shyneth  unto  the  weest : 
so  shall  the  commynge  off  the  sonne  of  man  be.  For  where¬ 
soever  a  deed  body  is/  even  thyther  wyll  the  egles  resorte, 

lmmediatly  after  the  tribulacions  off  those  dayes/  shall  the 
sun  be  derkeneth :  and  the  mono  shall  not  geve  her  light/  and 
llic  sLarrcs  shall  fall  from  heven/  and  the  powers  of  heven  shall 
move  And  then  shall  appere  the  sygne  of  the  sonne  off  man  in 
heven.  And  then  shall  all  the  kynreddes  of  the  erth  mome/ 
and  they  shall  sc  the  sonne  of  man  come  in  the  cloudes  of  heven 
with  power  and  greate  maieste :  and  he  shall  sende  his  angelles  * 
with  the  great  voyce  of  a  tromp/  and  they  shall  gadder  togedther 
his  chosen  from  the  fower  wyndes  :  and  nom  the  one  ende  off  the 
worlde  to  the  other. 

Learnc  a  similitude  of  the  fygge  tree  :  when  his  braunches  are 
yet  tender/  and  his  leves  spronge/  ye  knowe  that  sommer  is 
nye.  So  lyke  wyse  when  ye  se  all  these  thynges  /  be  ye  sure 
that  it  19  neare  even  at  the  dores.  Verely  I  saye  vnto  you  / 
thatt  this  generacion  shall  not  passe  /  tyll  all  be  fulfylled.  Heven 
and  erth  dial!  perisshe :  but  my  wordes  shall  abyde.  But  of  that 
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daye  and  houre  knowith  no  man/  no  not  the  angels  of  lieven  / 
but  my  father  only. 

As  the  tyme  of  Noe  was  /  so  iyke  wyse  shall  the  commynge  of 
the  sonne  off  man  be.  For  as  in  the  dayes  before  the  floud  : 
they  dyd  eate  and  drynke/  mary  /  and  were  maned/  even  vnto 
the  daye  that  Noe  entred  in  to  the  shyppe  /  and  knewe  of 
nothynge  tyll  the  floud  cam  and  toke  them  all  awaye.  Bo  shall 
also  the  commy  nge  off  the  sonne  off  man  be.  Then  t w  o  shalbe 
in  the  fetdes/  the  one  shalbe  receaved/  and  the  other  shalbe 
refused,  two  shalbe  gryndinge  at  the  myll:  the  one  shalbe 
receaved/  and  the  other  shalbe  refused. 

Wake  therefore/  because  ye  knowe  nott  what  houre  youre 

master  wyll  come.  Off  this  be  sure/  that  yff  the  good  man  off  the 

housse  knewe  what  houre  the  thefe  wolde  come :  he  wold  suerly 

_  % 

waiche/  and  not  suffre  his  housse  to  be  broke  vppe.  Therfore 
be  ye  also  redy  /  for  what  houre  ye  tinke  lcest  on  /  in  the  same 
shall  the  sonne  of  man  come,  who  is  a  faythfull  servaunte  and 
wyse/  whom  his  master  hath  made  ruler  over  his  housholdc /  ffor 
to  geve  them  tneate  in  season- convenient?  happy  is  that  ser- 
vaunt  whom  hys  master  (when  he  cometh)  shall  findc  so  doinge. 
Verely  y  saie  vnto  you/  he  shall  make  him  ruler  over  all  his 
goodes.  but  and  yff  tbe  evyll  servaunte  shall  saye  in  his  herte  / 
my  master  wyll  differ  his  commynge  /  and  begynn  to  smyte  his 
felowes :  ye  and  to  eate  and  to  drynke  with  the  dionken  :  that 
servauntes  master  wyll  come  in  a  daye  when  lie  loketh  not  for 
hym :  and  in  an  houre  that  he  is  not  ware  of/  and  wyll  devyd 
hym/  and  geve  hym  his  rewarde  with  ypocrites.  There  shalbe 
wepinge  and  gnasshinge  of  tethe. 

tTb.  Chapter. 

rff^H£N  the  kyngdom  of  heven  shalbe  likened  vnto  x  virgins/ 
■*"  which  toke  their  lampes/  and  went  to  mete  the  brydgrotn  : 
fy  ve  of  them  were  folysshe  /  and  fy  ve  were  wyse.  the  foies  toke 
their  lampes  /  "but  toke  none  oyle  with  them .  but  the  wyse  toke 
oyle  with  them  in  their  vysselles  with  their  lampes  also,  whyll  the 
brydgrome  taryed/  all  slombred  and  slepte.  And  even  at  myd- 
nyght/  there  was  a  crye  made :  beholde  the  brydgrome  cometh/ 
goo  and  mete  hym .  Then  all  those  virgins  arose  /  and  prepared  - 
their  lampes.  And  the  folysshe  sayde  to  the  wyse :  geve  us  of 
youre  oyle/  for  oure  lampes  goo  oute?  but  the  wyse  answered/ 
sayinge:  not  so/  lest  there  be  not  ynought  for  vs  and  you/  but 
goo  rather  to  them  that  sell/  and  by  for  youre  selves.  In  con- 
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o.lusion  whyll  they  went  to  bye  /  the  brydgrom  cam  :  and  they 
that  were  redy/  went  in  with  hym  to  the  weddinge/  and  the  gate 
was  shett  vppe;  Afterwardes  cam  also  the  other  virgins/  sayinge  : 
in  aster  master  /  open  to  vs,  but  he  answered  /  and  say  de  :  verely  I 
save  vnto  you :  y  knowe  you  not.  loke  that  ye  watche  therefore  / 
for  yc  knowe  nether  the  daye  nor  yet  the  houre/  when  the  sonne 
of  man  shall  come. 

Lykwysc  as  a  certayne  man  redy  to  take  his  iorney  to  a 
straungc  countre/  called  hys  servauntes  to  hym  /  and  dely  vered  to 
them  hys  goodes.  And  vnto  won  he  gave  v,  talentes/  to  another 
ij.  and  to  another  one:  to  every  man  after  his  abilite/  and 
streyght  waye  departed.  Then  he  thatt  hadde  receaved  the  fyve 
talentes/  went  and  bestowed  them,  and  wane  other  fyve.  Lyk- 
wyse  he  that  receaved  ij.  gayned  other  ij.  but  he  that  receaved 
one/  went  and  digged  a  pitt  in  the  erth  and  hyd  his  masters 
money.  After  a  longe  season  the  lorde  of  those  servauntes  cam  / 
and  reckened  with  them.  Then  cam  he  that  had  receaved  fyve 
talentes  and  brought  other  fyve  sayinge:  master/  thou  deliveredes 
vnto  me  fyve  talentes/  lo  I  have  gayned  with  them  fyve  moo. 
TIis  master  saide  vnto  him:  well  good  servaunt  and  faythful/ 
Thou  hast  bene  faythfull  in  lytell/  I  will  make  the  ruler  over 
inoclic/  entre  in  into  thy  masters  ioye.  Also  he  that  receaved 
ij  talentes  cam  /  and  sayde :  master/  thou  delyveredes  unto  me  ij 
talentes/  lo  1  have  wone  ij  other  with  them,  his  master  saide  vnto 
hym/  well  good  servaunt  ami  faythfull  thou  hast  bene  faythfull 
in  litell/  I  woll  make  the  ruler  over  moche/  go  in  into  thy  mas¬ 
ters  ioye. 

He  which  had  receaved  the  one  talent  cam  also/  and  said: 
master/ 1  considered  that  thou  wast  an  horde  man  /  which  repest 
where  thou  sowedst  not/  and  gaddercst  where  thou  strawedst 
not/  and  was  affrayde/  and  went  and  hyd  thy  talent  in  the  erth : 
lo/  thou  hast  thyn  awne.  his  master  answered/  and  sayde  vnto 
hym:  evyll  servaunt  and  slewthfull /  thou  knewest  that  1  repe 
where  1  sowed  nott/  and  gaddre  where  I  strawed  nott :  thou 
oughtest  therefore  to  have  had  my  money  to  the  chaungers/ 
and  then  at  my  eommynge  shulde  I  have  receaved  my  money 
with  vauntage.  Take  therefore  the  talent  from  hym  /  and  geve 
hit  vnto  him  which  hath  x  talentes.  for  vnto  every  man  that  hath 
shalbe  geven  /  and  he  shall  have  aboundance.  And  from  hym 
that  hath  not  /  shalbe  taken  away e/  even  that  he  hath.  And  cast 
that  vnprophetable  servaunt  into  vtter  dercknes/  there  shalbe 

wepynge/  and  gnasshinge  of  theth. 

When  the  sonne  of  man  shall  come  in  hys  maiestie/  and  all 
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hys  holy  angelles  with  him  /  then  shall  he  sytt  vppon  the  seate  of 
his  maiestie /  and  before  hym  shalbe  gaddred  alt  nacions.  And 
he  shall  sever  them  won  from  another/  as  a  shepherdc  putteth 
asunder  the  shepe  from  the  gootes.  And  he  shall  sett  the  shepe 
on  his  right  honde/  and  the  gotes  on  his  lyfte  houdc.  Thcu 
shall  the  kynge  saye  to  them  on  his  right  honde :  Come  yc 
blessed  children  of  my  father/  inheret  ye  the  kyngdomc  prepared 
for  you  from  the  beginningc  of  the  worlde.  for  I  was  anhon- 
gred  /  and  ye  gave  me  meate.  I  thursted  /  and  ye  gave  me  drinke. 
I  was  herbroulease/  and  ye  lodged  me,  1  was  naked  and  ye 
clothed  me :  I  was  sicke  and  ye  visited  me.  I  was  in  preson  and 
ye  cam  vnto  me. 

Then  shall  the  iuste  answere  hym  sayinge :  master  /  when  / 
sawe  we  the  anhongred/  an  feed  the?  or  a  thurst/  and 
gave  the  drynke  ?  when  sawe  we  the  herbroulesse  /  and  lodged 
the  ?  or  naked  and  clothed  the  ?  or  when  sawe  we  the  sicke/ 
or  in  preson  and  cam  vnto  the?  And  the  kynge  shall  answere / 
and  saye  vnto  them ;  verely  I  saye  unto  you :  in  as  moche  as  ye 
have  done  it  vnto  won  of  the  leest  of  these  my  brethren :  ye  have 
done  it  to  me. 

Then  shall  the  kynge  saye  vnto  them  that  shalbe  on  the 
lyffle  hande :  departe  from  me  ye  coursed  into  everlastinge  fire/ 
which  is  prepared  for  the  devyll  and  hys  angels.  For  1  was  an 
hungred  /  and  ye  gave  me  no  meate.  I  thursted  /  and  ye  gave  me 
no  drynke.  I  was  herbroulesse/  and  ye  lodged  me  nott.  I  was 
naked/  and  ye  clothed  me  nott.  I  was  sycke  and  in  preson/ 
and  ye  visitea  me  not. 

Then  shall  they  also  answere  hym  sayinge  :  master  when  sawe 
we  the  anhungred/  or  a  thurst/  or  herbroulesse  /  or  naked/  or 
sicke  /  or  in  preson/  and  have  not  ministred  vnto  the  ?  then  shall 
he  answere  them/  and  saye :  Verily  I  say  vnto  you/  in  as  mochc 
as  ye  dyd  it  nott  to  won  off  the  leest  of  these  /  ye  dyd  it  nott 
to  me.  And  these  shall  go  into  everlastinge  payne :  And  the 
rightous  into  lyfe  eternall. 

prbj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  hit  folowed :  when  Jesus  had  fynisshed  all  these  sayinges  / 
he  sayd  vnto  his  disciples :  ye  knowe  that  after  .ij.  dayea 
shalbe  ester  /  and  the  sonne  of  man  shalbe  dely vered  for  to  be 
crucified. 

Then  assembled  togedder  the  chefe  prestes  and  scrybes  and 
seniours  of  the  people  in  to  the  palice  off  the  hye  prestc/  which 
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was  called  Cayphas :  and  heelde  a  counsel!  /  howe  they  mygt 
take  Jesus  by  suttelte/  and  kyll  him  :  bu  tt  they  sayd  /  noton 
the  holy  daye  <  lest  eny  trouble  aryse  amonge  the  people. 

When  Jesus  was  in  bethany  /  in  the  housse  of  Symon  the 
lyppcr  t  then  cam  vnto  him  a  woman/  which  had  an  alablaster 
boxe  of  precious  oyntment  /  and  powred  it  on  his  heed  as  he  sate 
att  the  bourde.  when  his  disciples  saw  that/  they  had  indig- 
nacion  sayinge :  what  neded  this  wast  ?  This  oyntment  myght 
have  been  well  solde/  and  geven  to  the  povre.  When  Jesus 
vnderstood  that/  he  sayde  vnto  them :  why  trouble  ye  the 
woman  {  she  hath  wroght  a  good  worke  apon  me.  for  ye 
shall  have  poore  folke  alwayes  with  you  /  Butt  me  shall  ye  not 
have  all  waves .  •  And  in  that  she  casted  this  oyntment  on  my 
body/  she  avd  liit  to  bury  me  with  all.  Verely  I  saye  vnto 
you  t  wheresoever  this  gospell  shalbe  preached  throughoute  all 
the  worldc  /  there  shall  also  thys  thatt  she  hath  done  t  be  tolde 
lor  a  memorial  I  of  her. 

Then  won  of  the  twelve  called  Judas  iscarioth  went  vnto  the 
ehefe  prestes  t  and  sayd :  whatt  wyll  ye  geve  me/  and  I  wyll 
delyver  hym  vnto  you?  And  they  apoynted  vnto  hym  thyrty 
peces  of  sylver.  And  from  that  tyme  he  sought  oportunite  to 
betraye  hym. 

The  fyrst  day  of  vnlevended  breed  the  disciples  cam  to  Jesus 
sayinge  vnto  liym :  where  wylt  thou  that  we  prepare  for  the  to 
cat.c  the  ester  larabe  ?  And  he  said.  Go  into  the  cite/  vnto 
souche  a  man /  and  saye  to  hym/  the  master  sayeth/  my  tyme 
ys  almoste  come/  I  will  kepe  myne  eater  att  thy  housse  with  my 
disciples.  And  the  disciples  dyd  as  Jesus  had  apoynted  them/ 
and  made  redy  the  ester  lambe. 

When  the  even  was  come/  he  sate  doune  with  the  xij.  and 
as  they  dyd  eate/  he  sayde  :  Verely  I  saie  vnto  you/  that  won 
of  you  shall  betraye  me.  And  they  were  excedinge  sorofull  / 
and  began  every  man  to  saye  vnto  hym ;  ys  hit  I  master  ?  he 
answered  and  sayde :  he  that  depeth  his  lioude  with  me  in  the 
disshe/  shall  betray  me.  The  sonne  of  man  goeth  as  yt  is 
wrytten  of  him  :  butt  wo  be  to  that  man  /  by  whom  the  sonne  of 
man  shalbe  betrayed.  It  had  bene  good  for  that  man/  yff  he 
had  never  bene  borne. 

Then  Judas  which  betrayed  him  /  answered  and  sayde :  Ys  yt 
1  master  ?  He  sayde  vnto  hym  :  thou  haste  saide.  As  they  ate/ 
Jesus  toke  breed/  and  gave  thankes/  brake  it/  and  gave  it 
to  his  disciples/  and  sayde:  Take/  eat e/  thys  ys  my  body. 
And  toke  the  cuppe/  and  gave  thankes/  and  gave  it  them/ 
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sayinge :  drink e  of  it  every  von.  This  ys  my  bloudde  of  the 
newe  testament/  which  shalbe  shedde  for  many/  for  the  for- 
gevenes  of  synnes.  I  saye  vnto  you :  I  wyll  not  drynke  hence 
foorth  of  this  frute  of  the  vyne  tree/  vntyll  that  daye/  when  1 
shall  drynke  it  newe  with  you  in  my  foders  kyngdom. 

And  when  they  had  sayd  grace/  they  went  out  into  mounte 
olyrete.  Then  sayd -Jesus  vnto  them/  ail  ye  shall  fail  this 
nyght  because  of  me.  For  yt  ys  wrytteu :  I  wyll  smyte  the  shep- 
herde  /  and  the  shepe  of  the  flocke  shalbe  scattered  abroode.  But 
after  I  am  rysen  agayne  / 1  wyll  goo  before  you  into  galile.  Peter 
answered/  and  sayde  vnto  him :  though  all  men  shulde  be 
hurte  by  the/  yett  wyll  not  I  be  hurte.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym  ; 
verely  I  saye  vnto  the/  that  thys  same  night  before  the  cocke 
crowe/  thou  shalt  deny  me  thryse.  Peter  sayde  vnto  hym  :  YfF 
I  shulde  dye  with  the  /  yet  wyll  I  not  denye  the.  lyke  wyse  also 
sayde  all  the  disciples. 

Then  went  Jesus  with  them  in  to  a  place/  which  ys  called 
gethsemane/  and  sayd  vnto  hys  disciples :  sitt  ye  here  whyll  1  go 
and  praye  yonder.  And  he  toke  with  hym  Peter  and  the  two 
sonnes  of  zebede/  and  began  to  wexe  sorofull  and  to  be  in  an 
agony.  Then  sayd  Jesus  vnto  them :  my  soule  is  hevy  even  vnto 
the  deeth :  Tary  ye  here  and  watche  with  me.  And  he  went  away 
a  lyteii  aparte/  and  fell  flatt  on  hys  face/  and  prayed  sayinge : 
O  my  father/  yf  it  be  possyble/  lett  this  cuppe  passe  from  me. 
ncverthelesse  /  nott  as  1  wyll/  butt  as  thou  wylt.  And  he  cam 
vnto  hys  disciples/  and  founde  them  aslepe/  and  sayde  to  Peter : 
what/  coulde  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  houre?  watche  and 
praye  /  that  ye  fall  not  into  temptacion.  The  spirite  ys  willynge  / 
but  the  flesshe  is  weeke. 

He  went  agayne  ons  moare/  and  pryed/  sayinge:  O  my 
father/  yf  this  cuppe  can  nott  passe  awaye  from  me/  but  that  I 
drynke  of  it/  thy  will  be  fulfylled.  And  he  cam  /and  founde  them 
aslepe  agayne.  For  there  eyes  were  hevy.  And  he  leffte  them 
and  went  agayne  and  prayed  the  thrid  tyme  sayinge  the  same 
wordes.  Then  cam  he  to  hys  disciples  and  sayd  vnto  them : 
Slepc  hence  forth  /  and  take  youre  reest.  Take  hede  the  houre 
is  at  honde/  and  the  sonne  of  man  shalbe  betrayed  in  to  the 
hondes  of  synners.  Ryse/  lett  vs  be  goinge/  he  is  at  honde  that 
shall  betraye  me. 

Whyll  he  yet  spake/  io/  Judas  won  of  the  twelve  cam/  and 
with  him  a  greate  multitude  with  sweardes  and  staves/  whych 
were  sent  from  the  chcfc  prestes  and  seniours  of  the  people.  He 
that  betrayed  hym  /  gave  them  a  token  /  sayinge :  whomsoever  I 
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kysse/  that  same  is  be/  ley  hondes  on  him.  And  forth  withall 
he  cam  to  Jesus/  and  sayde :  hayll  master.  And  kyssed  liym. 
And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  him  :  frende/  whcrfore  arte  thou  come  ? 
Then  cam  they  and  layed  hondes  on  Jesus  and  toke  him; 

And  beholde/  won  of  them  which  were  with  Jesus/  stretched 
oute  his  honde  and  drue  his  swearde  /  and  stroke  a  servaunt  of 
the  bye  preste/  and  smote  of  his  eare.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto 
hym  :  putt  vppe  thy  swearde  in  to  his  sheathe.  For  all  they 
that  ley  hond  on  the  swearde/  shall  perysshe  with  the  swearde. 
Other  thynkest  thou  that  1  can  not  praye  my  father/  and  he 
shall  geve  me  moo  then  xij.  legions  of  angelles  ?  howe  then  shall 
the  scriptures  be  fulfylled  /  for  so  muste  it  be. 

The  same  tyrne  sayd  Jesus  to  the  multitude :  ye  be  come  out 
as  it  were  vnto  a  thefe/  with  sweardes  and  staves  tor  to  take 
me :  dayly  I  sate  amonge  you  teachinge  in  the  temple  /  and  ye 
toke  me  not.  All  this  was  done  that  the  scriptures  off  the  pro- 
phettes  myght  be  fulfilled.  Then  all  his  disciples  forsoke  him 
and  deed.  And  they  toke  Jesus  and  leed  hym  to  Cayphas  the 
liye  preeste  /  where  the  scrybes  and  thesenyours  were  assembled. 
Peter  folowed  hym  a  farre  of/  vnto  the  hye  prestes  place.  And 
went  in  /  and  sate  with  the  servauntes  to  se  the  ende. 

The  ehefe  prestes/  and  the  seniours/  and  all  the  connsell/ 
sought  false  witnes  ageinste  Jesus  /  for  to  put  him  to  decth/  and 
they  fonndc  none,  in  so  moche  that  when  many  false  wytnesses 
cam/  yet  founde  they  none.  At  the  last  cam  two  false  wytnesses  / 
and  sayd ;  This  felowe  saide :  I  can  distroye  the  temple  of  God  / 
and  bylde  the  same  in  iij  dayes. 

And  the  ehefe  preste  arose/  and  sayde  to  hym  :  answerest  thou 
nothinge  ?  howe  is  it  that  these  beare  witnes  ageynst  the  ?  butt 
Jesus  helde  hys  peace ;  And  the  ehefe  preeste  answered  /  and 
said  to  hym  :  I  charge  the  in  the  name  off  the  lyvinge  god  /  that 
thou  tell  vs  whether  thou  be  clirist  the  sonne  of  god:  Jesus  sayd 
to  hvm  ;  thou  haste  sayd.  N  cverthelesse  1  saye  vnto  you  /  here 
after  shall  ye  se  the  sonne  of  man  syttinge  on  the  right  honde  of 
power/  and  come  in  the  elowddes  of  the  skye. 

Then  the  hye  preste  rent  his  clothes  sayingc  ?  He  hath  blas¬ 
phemed  :  what  nede  we  off  eny  moo  witnesses  ?  Lo/  no  we  have 
ye  herde  his  blasphemy  :  what  thincke  ye  1  They  answered  and 
sayd;  he  is  worthy  to  dye.  Then  spat  they  in  hys  face/  and 
belt  him  with  there  fistes.  And  other  smote  him  with  the  palmc 
of  there  hondes  on  the  face/  saynge:  tell  vs  /  thou  Christ/  who  ys 
lie  that  smote  the  ? 

Peter  sate  without  in  the  palice/  and  a  damsel)  came  to  hym/ 
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saynge :  Thou  also  waste  with  Jesus  of  galile  :  he  denyed  before 
them  all  sayinge :  I  woot  not  what  thou  sayst.  When  he  was 
goone  out  into  the  poorche  /  another  wenche  sawe  hym  and  sayd 
vnto  them  that  were  there/  Thys  felowe  was  also  with  Jesus  of 
nazareth.  And  agayne  he  denyed  with  an  oothe/  and  saydc  :  I 
knowe  nott  the  man.  And  after  a  whyle  cam  vnto  hym  they  that 
stode  bye  /  and  sayde  vnto  Peter  :  suerly  thou  art  even  won  of 
them  /  for  they  speache  bewreyeth  the.  Then  began  he  to  course 
and  to  sweare/  that  he  knewe  not  the  man.  And  immedyatly 
the  cocke  krewe.  And  Peter  remembred  the  wordcs  of  Jesu  / 
whych  he  sayde  vnto  hym :  before  the  cocke  crowe  /  thou 
shallt  denye  me  thryse.  And  went  out  at  the  dores  /  and  wepte 
bitterly. 


nrbtj.  Chapter. 

Xl^HEN  the  mornynge  was  come/ all  the  chefe  prestes  and 
senyours  off  the  people  helde  a  counsayle  agenst  Jesu  /  to 
put  hym  to  deth/  and  brought  hym  bounde  and  delyvered  hym 
vnto  Poncius  Pylate  the  debyte. 

Then  when  Judas  which  betrayed  hym/  sawe  that  lie  was 
condempned  /  he  repented  him  sylfe/  and  brought  agevne  the 
xxx.  plattes  off  sylver  to  the  chefe  prestes  and  senyoures  saynge : 
I  have  synned  betrayngethe  innocent  bloud.  And  they  sayde: 
what  is  that  to  vs?  se  thou  to  that.  And  he  cast  doune  the 
sylver  plates  in  the  temple  /  and  departed  /  and  went  and  hounge 
hym  sylfe. 

The  chefe  prestes  toke  the  sylver  plattes  and  sayd  :  it  is  not 
lawfull  for  to  put  them  in  to  the  treasury  /  because  it  is  the  pryce 
of  bloud.  And  they  toke  counsell  /  and  bought  with  them  a  pot¬ 
ters  felde  to  bury  strangers  in.  wherfore  that  felde  is  called  /  the 
felde  of  bloud  /  vntyll  this  daye.  Then  was  fullfylied  /  that  which 
was  spoken  by  Jeremi  the  prophet  /  sayinge :  and  they  toke  xxx. 
sylver  plates  /  the  value  of  him  that  was  prysed  /  whom  they 
bought  of  the  chyldren  of  israhel  /  and  they  gave  them  for  the 
potters  felde  /  as  the  lorde  appoynted  me . 

Jesus  stode  before  the  debite/  and  the  debite  axed  him/ 
saynge :  Arte  thou  the  kyngc  of  the  iewes  ?  Jesus  sayd  vnto 
hym :  Thou  sayest,  when  he  was  accused  of  the  chefe  preestes 
and  senioures  /  he  answered  nothinge.  Then  sayd  Pilate  vnto 
him :  hearest  thou  not  howe  many  thinges  they  laye  agenste 
the  ?  and  he  answered  him  to  never  a  worde.  in  so  moche  that 
the  debyte  marveylled  very  sore. 
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Alt  that  feest  /  the  debyte  was  wonte  to  deliver  vnto  the  peple 
a  presoner  whom  they  wolde  chose.  He  hade  then  a  notable  pre- 
soner/  called  Barrabas.  And  when  they  were  gaddered  together/ 
Pilate  sayde  vnto  them :  whether  wyll  ye  that  y  geve  losse  vnto 
you/  barrabas/  or  Jesus  which  is  called  Cryst?  For  he  knewe 
well/  that  for  envy  they  had  delyvered  hym. 

When  he  was  sett  doune  to  geve  iudgement/  his  wyfe  sent 
to  hym  /  sayinge :  have  thou  nothinge  to  do  with  that  iuste  man  / 
1  have  suffered  many  thinges  this  daye  in  my  slepe  about  hym. 

The  chei'e  preestes  and  the  seniours  had  parswaded  the  people/ 
that  they  shulde  axe  barrabas/  and  shulde  destroye  Jesus.  The 
debite  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them :  whether  of  the  twayne 
will  ye  that  I  lett  losse  vnto  you  ?  And  they  sayde  /  barrabas. 
Pilate  savde  vnto  them :  what  shall  1  do  then  with  Jesus  /  which 
is  called  Crist?  They  all  sayde  to  him:  lett  hym  be  crucified. 
Then  sayde  the  debite :  what  cvyll  hath  he  done  ?  And  they 
crycd  the  more  saynge :  lett  him  be  crucified. 

When  Pilate  sawe  that  he  prevayled  nothinge/  butt  that 
moarc  bnsenes  was  made/  he  toke  water  and  wasshed  his 
hondes  before  the  people  sayinge :  I  am  innocent  of  the  bloud 
of  this  iuste  person  /  and  that  ye  shall  se.  Then  answered  all 
the  people  /  and  sayde :  his  bloud  fall  on  vs  /  and  on  oure  chil¬ 
dren.  Then  lett  he  Barrabas  loose  vnto  them/  and  scourged 
Jesus  and  delyvered  him  to  be  crucified.  Then  the  soudeours 
of  the  debite  toke  Jesus  vnto  the  oomen  hall/  and  gaddered  vnto 
him  all  the  company.  And  stripped  hym  /  and  put  on  hym  a 
pnrpyll  rool>e  /  and  platted  a  croune  off  tliornes  and  putt  vppon 
his  heed  /  and  a  rede  in  his  ryght  honde.  And  bowed  theire  knees 
before  him  /  saying :  hayle  kinge  of  the  iewes  /  and  spitted  vppon 
hym  /  and  toke  the  rede  and  smoote  hym  on  the  heed. 

And  when  they  had  mocked  him  /  they  toke  the  robe  off  hym 
iigeyne  /  and  put  liis  awne  reymeut  on  him  /  and  leed  hym 
awaye  to  crucify  hym.  And  as  they  cam  out  /  they  foundc  a 
man  of  cyrcn  /  named  Simon :  him  they  compelled  to  beare  his 
crosse.  And  cam  vnto  the  place/  which  is  called  goigotha 
(that  is  to  saye  a  place  of  deed  mens  sculles)  and  they  gave  him 
veueger  to  drynkc  myxte  with  gall.  And  when  he  had  tasted 
there  of  /  he  wolde  not  drinke. 

When  they  had  crucified  hym  /  they  parted  his  garmentes/ 
and  did  cast  lottes.  To  fulfyll  that  was  spoken  by  the  prophet : 
They  have  parted  my  garmentes  amonge  them :  and  apon  my 
vesture  have  cast  loottes.  and  they  sate  and  watched  hym  there. 
And  they  sett  vppe  over  his  heed  (he  cause  of  his  deeth  written. 
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This  is  Jesus  the  kinge  of  the  iewes.  And  there  were  two  theves 
crucified  with  hym  /  won  on  the  right  honde  /  and  another  on 
the  lyfte  honde. 

They  that  passed  by  /  revyled  hym  waggvnge  ther  hceddes 
and  sayinge :  Thou  that  de3troyest  the  temple  off  Cod  /  and 
byldest  it  in  thre  dayes  save  thy  sylfe.  If  tho«  be  the  sonne  of 
God  /  come  dounc  from  the  crosse.  Lykwyse  also  the  prelates 
mock  in  ge  hym  with  the  scribes  and  seniours  sayde :  He  saved 
other  /  hym  sylfe  he  ean  not  save.  Yff  lie  be  the  kvnge  oil’ 
Israhell :  let  hym  nowe  come  doune  from  the  crosse  /  and  we 
woll  beleve  hym.  He  trusted  in  God  /  Iett  God  delyver  hym 
nowc  yf  he  will  have  hym/  for  he  sayde/  I  am  the  sonne  off 
God.  That  same  also  the  theves  /  which  were  crucified  with 
hym  cast  in  his  tethe. 

From  the  sixte  hourc  was  ther  dercknes  over  all  the  Ionde 
vnto  the  nynth  houre.  And  about  the  nynth  houre  Jesus  erved 
with  a  loude  voyce/  sayinge  :  Eli  Eli  lama  sabathani.  That  is 
to  saye  /  my  God  /  my  God  /  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ( 
Some  of  them  that  stode  there  /  when  they  herde  that  sayde  : 
This  man  calleth  for  HeKas.  And  streyhtway  won  off  tliem 
ranne  and  tokc  a  sponge  and  filled  it  full  of  venegar  /  and  put  it 
on  a  rede  /  and  gave  hym  to  drynke.  Other  sayde  let  be  /  let  vs 
se  whyther  Ilelias  wyll  come  and  delyver  hym.  Jesus  cryed 
agayne  with  a  lowde  voyce  and  yelded  vppe  the  goost. 

And  beholde  the  vayle  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  two  parties 
from  the  toppe  to  the  bottom/  and  the  erth  did  quake/  and  the 
stones  did  rent/  and  graves  did  open  /  and  the  liodies  off  many 
sayntes  which  slept  /  arose :  and  cam  out  off  their  graves 
after  his  resurreccion  /  and  cam  in  to  the  holy  cite  >  and  appeml 
vnto  many. 

When  the  pety  captayne/  and  they  that  were  with  hym 
watchinge  Jesus  /  sawe  the  erth  quake  and  those  thvnges  which 
hapened  /  they  feared  greatly  sayinge.  Off  a  surete  this  was 
the  sonne  off  God. 

And  many  wemen  were  there/  bcholdingo  hym  afarre  off/ 
which  folowed  Jesus  from  Galile/  ministringe  vnto  hym  :  aiuonge 
the  which  was  Mary  magdalen/  and  Mary  the  mother  off  James 
and  the  mother  of  Joses  /  and  the  mother  off  Zebedes  chyldren. 

When  the  even  was  come  /  there  cam  a  ryclie  man  of  Arama- 
thia  named  Joseph  /  which  same  also  was  Jesus  disciple.  He 
went  to  Pilate  and  begged  the  body  of  Jesus.  Then  Pilate  com- 
maunded  the  body  to  be  delivered,  and  Joseph  toko  the  body  / 
and  wrapped  it  in  a  cLene  lynnync  clooth  /  and  put  it  in  his 
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ncwe  tombe  t  which  he  had  hewen  out  even  in  the  Toke/  and 
rolled  a  greatc  stone  to  the  dore  of  the  sepulcrc  and  de¬ 
parted.  There  was  Mary  magdalenc/  and  the  other  Mary 
sittinge  over  agenste  the  scpulcre. 

The  nexte  da  ye  that  foloweth  good  frydaye/  the  hye  prestes 
and  pharises  got  them  selves  to  Pilate  /  and  sayde :  Syr/  we  re¬ 
member/  that  this  deceyvcr  sayde  whyll  he  was  yet  alyve/ 
After  thre  dayes  y  wyllaryse  agayne /  eomaunde  therefore  that 
the  scpulcre  be  mayde  sure  vntyll  the  thyrd  daye/  lest  para- 
venture  his  disciples  comer  and  steale  hym  aw  aye/  and  sayc 
vnto  the  people/  he  ys  rysen  from  deeth :  And  then  the  lastc 
erroure  shalltc  worsse  then  the  first  was.  Pilate  sayde  vnto 
them :  Take  watche  men :  Go  and  make  ytt  as  sure  as  yc  can. 
They  went  and  made  the  sepulcre  sure  with  watche  men  /  and 
scaled  the  stone. 


JThnj.  Chapter. 

T^HE  saboth  dayc  att  even  which  dauneth  tlie  morowe  after  the 
saboth  r  Mary  magdalenc  and  the  other  Mary  cam  to  se 

the  sepulcrc*. 

And  beholde  there  was  a  greate  erth  quake.  For  the  angell  of 

the  lorde  descended  from  heven  :  and  cam  and  row! led  backe 

the  stone  ffrom  the  dorc/  and  sate  apon  it.  His  countcnaunce 

was  iyko  lyghtnynge  t  and  his  rayment  whyte  as  snowe  For  feare 

of  hym  the  kepers  were  astunnyed  and  were  as  deed  men. 

The  angell  answered/  and  sayde  to  thewemen/  Feare  yc  not. 

1  knowc  well  ye  seke  Jesus  which  was  crucified :  he  is  not  here : 

* 

he  is  rysen  as  he  sayde.  Gome/  and  so  the  place  where  the 
lorde  was  put.  And  goo  quickly  and  tell  his  disciples  that  he 
i-;  rysen  from  dccth.  And  beholde/  he  wy)l  go  before  you  into 
(fable/  there  yc  shall  se  hym.  Lo  I  have  tolde  you. 

And  they  departed  quickly  from  the  sepulcre  with  feare  and 
great  toye.  And  did  runne  to  bringe  his  disciples  worde.  And 
as  they  went  to  tell  his  disciples,  beholde/  Jesus  mett  them 
saving?,  :  God  spede  you.  They  cam  and  held  hym  by  the  fete 
and  worshypped  hym.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  them :  be  not 
afrayde:  Go  and  tell  my  brethren/  that  they  goo  into  galile/ 
and  there  shall  they  se  me.  When  they  were  gone,  beholde/ 
sonic  of  the  kepers  cam  in  to  the  cite/  and  shewed  vnto  the 
prclattcs  /  all  thinges  whych  had  hapened.  And  they  gaddered 
them  togedder  with  the  senioures/  and  tokc  counseil/  and  gave 
large  money  vnto  the  souders/  saynge :  Sayc  that  his  disciples 
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cam  be  nyght/  and  stoole  hym  awaye  why  11  ye  slept.  And  yt' 
this  come  to  the  rulers  eares/  wc  wyll  pease  him  /  and  make  you 
safe.  And  they  toke  the  money  and  did  as  they  were  taught. 
And  this  saynge  is  noysed  amonge  the  iewes  vnto  this  dayc. 
Tlien  the  xi.  disciples  went  there  waye  into  galilc/  in  to  a 
mountayne  where  Jesus  had  appoynted  them.  Aud  when 
they  sawe  hym/  they  worshypped  hym.  But  some  of 
them  douted.  Jesus  came  and  spake  vnto  them/ 
saynge :  All  power  vs  geven  vnto  me  in  heven/  and 
in  erth.  Goo  therefore  and  teachc  all  nacions  / 
baptisynge  them  in  the  name  of  the  father/ 
and  the  sonne/  and  the  holy  goost: 

Teachinge  them  to  observe  all 
thynges/  whatsoever  I  com- 

maunded  you. 

And  lo  I  am  with  you  all 
waye  even  vntyll  the 
endc  off  the 
worlde. 


rribetf)  tfje  ©osncll 
of  &.  0Jatl)cfo. 


54 


C&e 

<So0pcU  off  &.  Jttatkc. 


€f)t  fgr3t  Cfraptm 

Cf&ffi  begynnyng  off  the  Gospell  of  Jesu  Christ 
the  sonne  off  God/  as  yt  ys  written,  in  the  pro- 
phettes  /  beholde  I  sendo  my  messenger  before 
thy  face  /  wliych  shall  prepare  thy  waye  before 
the.  The  voyce  of  won  that  cryeth  in  the  wil- 
dernes :  prepare  ye  the  waye  off  the  lorder 
make  his  pathes  streyght. 

Jhon  did  baptise  in  the  wildemes/  and  preacbe 

the  baptism  of  repentaunce/  for  the  remission  of 
syimes.  And  all  the  londe  of  iewry  i  and  they 
of  Jerusalem  went  out  vnto  hym  r  and  were  all 
baptised  of  hym  in  the  ry  ver  Jordan  /kno  wledgy  nge  /  theire  synnes. 

Jhon  was  clothed  with  cammylles  heer/  and  wyth  a  gerdyll 
off  a  bastes  sky  n  about  hys  Ioynes.  And  he  ate  locustes  and 
wylde  hony/  and  preached  savage :  a  stronger  than  I  com- 
metli  after  me/  whos  shue  latchett  I  am  not  worthy  to  stoupe 
donne  and  vnlosc.  I  have  baptised  you  with  water:  but  he 
shall  baptise  you  with  the  holy  goost. 

And  yt  came  to  passe  in  those  dayes/  that  Jesus  cam  from 
nazareth/  a  cite  of  galile  :  and  was  baptised  of  Jhon  in  Jordan. 
And  immcdiatly  he  cam  out  of  the  water/  and  sawe  the  hevens 
open  /  and  the  holy  goost  descendinge  vppon  him  lyke  a  dove. 
And  there  cam  a  voycc  from  heven :  Thou  arte  my  dere  sonne  / 
in  whom  1  <1  elite. 

And  immediatly  the  sprete  drave  hym  into  a  wildemes: 
and  he  was  there  in  the  wyldernes  xl.  dayes/  and  was  tempted 
off  Satan/  and  was  with  wylde  beestes.  And  the  angels  mi- 
ii i sired  vnto  hym. 

After  that  Jhon  was  taken/  Jesus  cam  ill  to  galile/  preach- 
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ynge  the  gospell  off  the  kyngdom  of  god  /  and  saynge :  the  tv  me 
ys  ful  conic/  and  the  kyngdom  of  god  is  even  att  honde/  repent, 
and  belcve  the  gospell. 

As  he  walked  by  the  see  of  galile/  he  sawe  Simon  and 
Andrewe  his  brother  castinge  nettes  in  to  the  see  /  for  they  were 
fysshers.  And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  :  folowe  me  /  and  I  wyll 
make  you  to  be  fysshers  of  men.  And  they  strayght  waye 

forsoke  tlieir  nettes  /  and  fblowed  him. 

* 

And  when  he  had  gone  a  lytell  farther  thens/  he  sawc  James 
the  sonne  off  zebede/  and  Jhon  his  brother/  even  as  they  were 
in  the  shippe  dressynge  their  nettes.  And  anon  he  called  them. 
And  they  leeft  their  father  Zebede  in  the  shippe  with  his  heyred 
servauntes/  and  went  their  waye  after  hym. 

And  they  entred  in  to  capcrnaum  /  and  streight  waye  on  the 
sabot  dayes  lie  entred  in  to  the  sinagogge  and  taught.  And 
tiiey  mervelled  att  hys  leaminge.  for  he  taught  them  as  won 
whych  had  power  with  him  /  and  not  as  the  scrybes  did. 

And  there  was  in  the  sinagogge/  a  man  vexed  with  an  vn- 
clene  spirite  /  and  he  cryed  sayinge :  lett  me  a  lone :  what  have 
we  to  do  with  the  Jesus  of  nazarcth  ?  arte  thou  come  to  destroie 


vs?  I  knowe  what  thou  arte/  thou  arte  that  holy  man 
promysed  of  god.  And  Jesus  rebuked  him/  saynge:  hoolde 
thy  pace  and  com  out  of  the  man.  And  the  vncleue  spirite  tare 
him  /  cryed  out  with  a  lowde  voyce/  and  cam  out  of  him.  And 
they  were  all  amased  /  in  so  moclie  that  they  demaunded  won 
off  another  amonge  them  selves  /  saying :  what  thinge  ys  thys  ? 
what  newe  doctrine  is  thys?  for  he  commaundeth  the  foule 
spirites  with  power  /  and  they  obeye  him.  Anon  his  name  spreed 
abroade  throughoute  all  the  region  borderynge  on  galile. 

And  immediatly  as  sonne  as  they  were  com  out  of  the  sina¬ 
gogge/  they  entred  in  to  the  housse  of  Symon  and  Andrew 
with  James  and  Jhon.  Symones  motherelawe  lay  sicke  of  a 
fiver/  and  annon  they  told  hym  of  her.  And  he  cam  and  tokc 
her  by  the  honde  and  lifte  her  vppe/  and  the  fiver  forsoke  her 
by  and  by :  And  she  ministred  vnto  them. 

And  at  even  when  the  sun  was  doune  /  they  brought  vnto  him 
all  that  were  diseased/  and  them  that  were  possessed  with  (levy Is 
and  all  the  cite  gaddred  togedder  at  the  dore  /  and  he  healed 
many  that  were  sycke  of  dyvers  deseases.  And  he  cast  out 
many  devyls  :  and  suffered  not  the  devyls  to  speakc/  because 
they  knewe  him. 

And  in  the  moorningc  very  erly  /  Jesus  arose  and  went  out 
in  to  a  solitary  place/  and  there  prayed.  And  Simon  and  they 
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t  hat  were  with  hym  folowed  after  hyra.  And  when  they  had 
iomide  him  /  they  sayde  vnto  him :  all  men  seke  for  the.  and 
lie  sayd  vnto  them :  let  vs  go  in  to  the  nextetounes/  that  y 
maye  preache  there  also :  for  truly  I  cam  out  for  that  purpose, 
ami  he  preached  in  their  sinagogges /  throughout  all  galile/  and 
east  devyls  out. 

And  there  cam  a  leper  to  him  besechinge  him/  and  kneled 
doune  vnto  him/  and  sayde  vnto  him :  yf  thou  wylt/  thou  arte 
able  to  make  me  clenc.  Jesus  had  compassion  on  him  /  and  put 
forth  hishondc/  touched  him/  and  sayde  veto  him:  I  will/  be 
clone,  and  as  son e  as  he  had  spoken/  immediatly  the  leprosy 
departed  from  him/  and  he  was  clensed.  And  he  charged  hym/ 
and  sent  him  awaye  forthwith  .and  sayd  vnto  him  :  Se  that  thou 
foil  no  man/  but  gett  the  hence  and  shewe  thy  eylfe  to  the  preste/ 
and  offer  for  thy  elensynge/  those  thinges  which  Moses  com* 
niaunded  /  for  a  testimoniall  vnto  them.  But  he  (as  sone  as  he 
was  departed)  began  to  tell  many  thinges  and  to  publyshe  the 
<lede/  in  so  moche  that  Jesus  coulde  no  more  openly  entre  in  to 
Hie  cite  /  but  was  with  out  in  desert  places/  and  they  cam  to  him 
from  every  quarter. 


Cl )t  ij.  Chapter. 

A  FTEll  a  feawe  daye3  he  entred  into  Capernaum  againe/  and 
it  was  noysed  that  he  was  in  a  housse :  and  anon  many 
gaddered  togedder/  in  so  raoche  that  nowe  there  was  no  roume 
to  receavc  them:  no/  nott  in  places  about  the  dore.  And  he 
preached  vnto  them.  And  there  cam  vnto  hym  that  brought 
worn:  sicke  off  the  palsey/  borne  off  fower  men  :  and  be  cause 
they  coulde  not  com  nye  vnto  hym  for  preace :  They  opened  the 
rote  of  the  housse  where  he  was.  And  when  they  had  broken 
yt  open/  they  lett  doune  the  beed  where  in  the  sicke  of  the 
palsey  ley/  When  Jesus  sawe  their  fayth/  he  sayde  to  the  sicke 
of  the  palsey/  sonne  thy  synties  are  forgeven  the. 

There  were  certeyne  of  the  scrybes  syttinge  /  and  reasoninge 
in  their  hertes :  howe  doeth  thys  felowe  blaspheme  ?  who  can  for- 
geve  synnes/  but  god  only  ?  And  immediatly  when  Jesus  per- 
ceaved  in  his  sprctc/  that  they  so  reasoned  in  them  selves/  he 
saye  vnto  them  :  why  thynke  ye  soche  thinges  in  youre  hertes  ? 
whether  ys  it  easyer  to  saye  to  the  sicke  of  the  palsey/  thy 
synnes  ar  forgeven  tlje or  to  saye/  aryse/  take  vppe  thy  beed 
and  walke  ?  That  ye  may  knowe  that  the  sonne  of  man  hath 
power  in  erlh  to  forgevc  sinnes/  he  spake  vnto  the  sicke  of  the 
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palsey :  !  saye  vnto  the/  aryse  and  take  vp  thy  becd/  and  get 
Uie  liens  in  to  thyne  awne  housse.  And  by  and  by  he  arose  / 
toke  vp  hys  beed/  and  went  forth  before  them  all.  in  so  moche 
that  they  were  all  amased  /  and  glorified  god  /  say inge :  we  never 
sawe  it  on  thys  fassion. 

And  he  went  out  agayne  vnto  the  see/  and  all  the  people  resor¬ 
ted  vnto  hym/  and  he  taught  them.  And  as  Jesus  passed  by/  he 
sawe  levy  the  sonne  of  alphey/  sytt  alt  the  rcceytc  of  custonie/ 
and  sayde  vnto  him :  folowc  me.  And  he  arose  and  folowed  hym. 
And  yt  cam  to  passe/  as  Jesus  sate  att  me  ate  in  his  housse/ 
many  pubplicans  and  synners  sate  att  meate  also  with  Jesus  and 
his  disciples.  For  there  were  many  that  folowed  him.  And  when 
the  scribs  and  pharises  sawe  him  eate  with  publicans  and  synners  / 
they  sayde  vnto  his  disciples:  liowe  is  it/  that  he  eatelh  and 
drynketh  with  publicans  and  synners?  when  Jesus  had  lierde 
that/  he  sayd  vnto  them.  The  whole  have  no  nedc  of  the 
visicion :  but  the  sicke.  I  cam  to  cal  the  sinners  to  repentauncc/ 
and  not  the  iustc. 

And  the  disciples  of  Jhon  and  of  the  pharises  did  faster  and 
they  cam  and  sayde  vnto  him.  Why  do  the  disciples  of  Jhon 
and  off  the  pharises  faster  and  thy  disciples  fast  nott.  And 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  them:  can  the  chyldren  of  a  weddinge  faster 
whils  the  brydgromc  is  with  them?  As  longe  as  they  have  the 
brydgrome  with  them/  they  cannot  faste.  Butt  the  dayus  wyll 
come  when  the  brydegrome  shalbc  taken  from  them  /  and  then 
shall  they  faste  in  thoose  dayes. 

Also  no  man  soweth  a  pece  of  newc  cloth  vnto  an  olde  gar¬ 
ment  /  for  then  taketh  he  awaye  the  newe  pece  from  the  oldc  < 
and  so  is  the  rent  worsse. 

In  lyke  wyse/  no  man  poureth  newe  wync  into  olde  vesselles/ 
for  yf  he  do  the  newe  wyne  breaketli  the  vesselles/  and  the  wyne 
runneth  out/  and  the  vessels  are  marde.  Butt  newe  wyne  must 
be  poured  in  to  new  vesselles. 

And  it  chaunsed  that  he  went  thorowe  the  come  feldes  on  the 
sabboth  daye/  and  his  disciples  as  they  went  on  their  way e/ 
began  to  plucke  the  eares  of  come  /  And  die  pharises  sayde  vnto 
him :  Take  hede  why  do  they  on  the  sabboth  daye  that  which  is 
vnlaufull  ?  And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  have  ye  never  redde  what 
David  did/  when  he  had  nede/  and  was  anhongred  both  he 
and  they  that  were  with  him  ?  howe  they  went  into  the  housse 
of :  (Sod  in  the  dayes  of  Abiathar  the  hye  preste  /  and  ate  the 
batewCd  lores  /  which  is  not  laufull  but  for  the  prestes  only  to 
eaife  :  and  gave  also  to  them  which  were  with  him  ?  Ana  he 
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say de  to  them  :  the  saboth  daye  was  made  for  man  /  and  nott 
man  for  the  saboth  daye.  Wherfore  is  the  sonne  of  roan  lords 
even  of  the  saboth  daye. 

Cf)c  tt).  Chapter. 

A  ND  lie  entred  agayne  into  the  synagog/  and  there  was  a 
^  man  which  had  a  widdred  honde :  and  they  watched  him  /  to 
se/  yf  he  wolde  heale  him  on  the  saboth  day e/  that  they  myght 
accuse  hym.  And  he  saide  vnto  the  man  whych  had  the  widdred 
honde :  aryse  and  stonde  in  the  middes.  And  he  sayd  to  them : 
whether  ys  it  laufull  to  do  a  good  dede  on  the  saboth  daye/  or 
an  evyll  ?  to  save  a  mannes  life  /  or  to  kyll  ?  Butt  they  helde 
their  peace.  And  he  loked  rounde  aboute  on  them  angrely 
inornynge  on*  the  blindnes  of  their  herttes  /  And  sayd  to  the  man : 
stretch  forth  thyne  honde  ;  and  he  stretched  it  forth  :  and  the 
honde  was  restored  /  even  as  whole  as  the  other. 

The  pharises  departed/  and  streyght  waye  gaddred  a  counsell 
with  then)  that  tsclonged  to  Herode  agaynst  hym/  that  they 
myght  destroyc  him.  And  Jesus  avoyded  with  his  disciples  to 
the  see :  and  a  greate  multitude  folowcd  him  from  galile  and 
from  Jewry  /  and  from  H ierusalcm /  and  from  Idumea/  and  from 
beonde  Jordane  :  and  they  that  dwelled  about  Tyre  and  Sidon/ 
a  greate  multitude :  which  when  they  hade  herde  what  thynges 
he  did  <  cam  vnto  him. 

And  he  comaunded  his  disciples/  that  a  shippe  shulde  wayte 
on  him/  because ofi’  the  people/  leste  they  shulde  throunge  hym. 
tor  he  had  healed  many  /  in  so  raoche  that  they  preased  apon  him  / 
for  to  touche  him/  as  many  as  had  plages  and  when  the  vnclene 
sprites  sawc  him/  they  fell  doune  before  him  /  and  cryed  sayinge : 
thou  arte  the  sonne  of  God :  And  he  streyghtly  charged  them 
that  they  shulde  not  vtter  him. 

And  lie  went  vppe  into  a  mountayne/  and  called  vnto  him 
whom  he  wolde/  and  they  cam  vnto. him.  And  he  ordeined  the 
twelve  that  they  shulde  be  with  him  /  and  that  he  myght  sende 
them  to  prcache.  And  that  they  might  have  power  to  heale 
sykuesses  and  to  cast  out  devylles.  And  he  gave  vnto  Simon  /  to 
name/  Peter.  And  he  called  James  the  sonne  of  Zebede/  and 
Jhon  James  brother/  and  gave  them  bonarges  to  name/  which 
is  to  save  the  sonnes  of  thounder.  And  Andrewc  and  Philippe/ 
and  Bartlemewc  and  Malhcwc/  and  Thomas/  and  James  the 
sonne  of  Alphey/  and  Taddcus/  and  Symon  of  can e/  and  Judas 
iscarioth'  whiche  same  also  betrayed  hym. 
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And  they  came  vnto  housse/  and  the  people  assembled  to- 
gedder  agayne/  so  greattly  that  they  had  nott  leesar  so  moche. 
as  to  eate  breed.  And  when  they  that  longed  vnto  hym  herde 
off  it/  they  went  out  to  holde  hym.  For  they  sayde/  he  ys  to 

fervent.  And  the  scribes  which  came  from  Jerusalem/  sayde: 

_ 

be  hath  Beelzebub/  and  by  the  power  off  the  ebefe  devyll/  cast- 
eth  out  devylles.  And  he  called  them  vnto  hym  /  and  in  simili¬ 
tudes  sayde  vnto  them. 

Howe  can  Satan  drive  out  Satan?  And  yf  a  realme  be  devided 
ageynste  it  silfe  /  that  realme  cannot  endure.  And  if  a  housse 
be  devided  agaynste  it  silfe  /  that  housse  cannot  continue  :  So  if 
Satan  make  insurreccion  agaynste  him  silfe  /  and  be  devided  /  he 
can  not  continue/  but  hath  an  ende.  No  man  can  entre  into  a 
stronge  mans  housse  /  and  take  awaye  hys  gooddes  /  exccpte  he 
fyrste  bynde  that  stronge  man  and  then  spoyle  hys  housse. 

Verely  I  sayc  vnto  you  that  all  synnes  shalbe  forgeven  vnto 
mens  chyldren :  and  blasphemy  /  where  with  they  blaspheme, 
but  he  that  blasphemeth  the  holy  goost  /  shall  never  have  for¬ 
ge  venes  :  but  is  in  daunger  of  etemall  dampnacion.  For  they 
sayde  /  he  had  an  vnclene  sprete. 

And  there  cam  his  mother  and  his  brithren  /  and  stode  with 


oute  /  and  sent  vnto  him  and  called  hym  :  and  the  people  sate 
aboute  hym  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  bcholde  thy  mother  and 
thy  brethren  seke  for  the  with  out.  And  he  answered  them  / 


saynge :  who  ys  my  mother  /  and  my  brethren  ?  And  he  loked 
rounde  about  on  his  disciples/  which  sate  in  compassc  about 
hym  /  and  sayde:  bcholde  my  mother  /  and  my  brethren  /  For 
who  soever  docth  the  will  off  god  /  he  is  my  brother  /  my  syster 
and  mother. 


ttJ) t  tuj.  flJjapttr. 

A  ND  he  began  agayne  to  teache  them  by  the  see  svde.  And 
there  gadered  to  gedder  vnto  hym  moche  people  /  so  greatly 
that  he  entred  in  to  a  shippe  /  and  sate  in  the  see  /  and  all  the 
people  was  by  the  see  syde  on  the  shoo  re  /  And  he  taught  them 
many  thynges  in  similitudes/  and  sayde  vnto  them  in  his  doctrine: 
Herken  to.  Beholde/The  sower  went  forth  to  sowe/  and  it 
fortuned  as  he  sowed  /  that  some  fell  by  the  waye  syde  /  and  the 
fowles  off  the  ayre  cam  and  devoured  it  vppe.  Some  fell  on 
a  stony  grounde  :  where  it  had  not  moche  erth  :  and  by  and  by 
sprange  vppe  /  because  it  had  not  deepth  of  erth  /  and  as  souc 
as  the  sun  was  vppe  it  caught  heet :  and  because  it  bad  nott 
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rotyngc  it  wyddred  awaye.  And  some  fell  amonge  the  thomes/ 
and  the  thomes  grewe  vppe  and  choked  it/  so  that  it  gave  no 
frute.  And  some  fell  apon  good  grounde  :  and  did  yelde  frute 
that  sprongc  and  grewe :  and  brought  forthe  some  thirty  folde  / 
some  fourty  folde  /  and  some  an  hundred  folde.  And  he  sayde 
vnto  them  :  He  that  hath  eares  to  heare/  lett  hym  heare. 

'When  he  was  alone/  they  that  were  /  aboute  hym  with  the 
twelve  axed  hvm  of  the  similitude.  And  he  saide  vnto  them  : 

w 

To  you  it  is  geven  to  knowe  the  mistery  of  the  kyngdom  of  God  / 

But  vnto  them  that  are  without/  shall  all  thinges  be  done  in 

similitudes :  that  when  they  se/  they  shall  se  /  and  not  discerne : 

and  when  they  heare  they  shall  heare/  and  not  vnderstonde : 

leste  at  any  tyme  they  shulde  tourne  /  and  their  synnes  shulde 

he  forgeven  them.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  Perceave  ye  not 

this  similitude.  And  howe  ve  shall  knowe  all  similitudes? 

* 

The  sower  soweth  the  worde.  These  be  they  whiche  are  by 
the  waves  syde/  where  the  worde  is  sowen  /  to  whom  as  sone  as 
they  have  herde  itt  /  commeth  the  devylt  and  takith  awaye  the 
worde  that  was  sowen  in  their  heites.  And  these  also  are  they 
that  arc  sowen  on  the  stony  grounde :  which  when  they  have  herde 
the  worde/  att  once  they  receave  it  with  ioye/  yett  have  no  rote 
in  themselves/  and  so  endure  but  for  a  season :  afterwarde  as  sone 
as  eny  trouble  or  persecucion  ariseth  for  the  wordes  sake  /  anon 
they  fall.  And  these  are  they  that  arc  sowen  amonge  the 
thomes/  which  heare  the  worde  of  god/  and  the  care  of  this 
worlde  and  the  disseytfulncs  of  ryches  /  and  the  lustes  of  other 
thynges  entre  in  /  and  choocke  the  worde  /  and  it  is  made  vn- 
frutfull.  Aud  these  are  they  that  are  sowen  in  good  grounde/ 
which  heare  the  worde  and  receave  it/  and  brynge  forth  frute: 
some  thirty  folde  /  some  sixty  folde  /  some  au  hundred  folde. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  them  /  is  the  candle  lighted  /  to  be  put 
vndcr  a  busshell/  or  vnder  the  horde?  ys  it  not  therfore  lighted 
that  it  shulde  be  put  on  a  candelsticke  ?  For  there  is  no  thing 
so  prevy  /  that  shall  nott  be  opened :  nether  so  secreet  /  butt 
that  it  shall  come  abroade.  Yf  eny  man  have  eares  to  heare/ 
lett  him  heare.  And  he  sayd  vnto  them :  take  hede  what  ye 
heare.  With  what  measure  ye  mete/  with  the  same  shall  it  be 
measured  vnto  you  agayne.  And  vnto  you  that  have  shall  more 
lie  geven.  For  vnto  hym  that  hath  /  shall  it  be  geven :  And 
from  hym  that  hath  nott  /  shalbe  taken  awaye  /  even  that  he  hath. 

And  he  sayd  :  so  is  the  kingdom  of  God/  even  as  yf  a  man 
shulde  sowe  seede  in  the  grounde/  aud  shuld  slepe  and  rise  vp 
night  and  daye :  and  the  seede  shulde  springe  /  and  growe  vppe 
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whyll  he  is  not  ware.  For  the  erth  bryngeth  forthe  frute  off  her 
silfe/  first  the  blad/  then  the  eares/  after  that  full  corne  in  the 
eares.  As  sone  as  the  frute  is  brought  forth  /  anon  he  throusteth 
in  the  sykell  be  cause  that  hervest  is  come. 

And  he  sayde  ;  where  vnto  shall  we  lyken  the  kyngdom  off 
God  ?  or  with  what  compareson  shall  we  compare  it  ?  It  is  lyke 
a  grayne  off  mnstardseed/  which  when  it  is  sowen  in  the  erth/ 
is  the  leest  of  all  seedes  that  be  in  the  erth  :  And  after  that  it  is 
sowen  it  groweth  vppe  /  and  is  greatest  of  all  yerbes :  and 
bereth  greate  braunches  so  that  the  fowles  off  the  ayre  maye 
dwell  vnder  the  sliadowe  of  it. 

And  with  many  soche  similitudes  he  preached  the  wordo  vnto 
them/  after  as  they  myght  heare  it.  And  with  out  similitude 
spake  he  nothinge  vnto  them.  But  when  they  were  a  parte/  he 
expounded  all  thinges  to  his  disciples.  And  the  same  daye 
when  even  was  come  he  sayde  vnto  them  :  lett  vs  passe  over  into 
the  other  syde.  And  they  late  the  people  departe  and  toke 
liyrn  even  as  he  was  in  the  shippe.  There  were  also  with  him 
other  shippes. 

And  there  arose  a  great  storme  of  wynde/  and  dasshed  the 
waves  into  the  shippe/  so  that  it  was  full.  And  he  was  in  the 
sterne  a  slepe  on  a  pelowe.  And  they  awoke  hym  /  and  sayde 
vnto  hym  :  Master/  carest  thou  nott  that  we  perisslie  ?  And 
he  rose  vppe  and  rebuked  the  wynde/  and  sayde  unto  the  see : 
peace  and  be  still.  And  the  wynde  alayed/  and  there  Mowed 
a  greate  calme :  and  he  sayde  vnto  them  :  why  arc  ye  fearful!  ? 
Howe  is  it  that  ye  have  no  fey  the?  And  they  feared  excedingly/ 
and  sayde  won  to  another :  what  feiowe  is  this  ?  for  booth 
wynde  and  see  obey  hym. 


b.  Chapter. 

A  ND  they  cam  over  to  the  other  syde  off  the  see  in  to  the 
countre  of  the  gaderens.  And  when  he  was  come  out  of  the 
shippe/  anon  mett  nym  out  of  the  graves  a  man  possessvd  of  an 
vnclene  sprete  /  which  had  his  abydinge  amonge  the  graves.  And 
no  man  coulde  bynde  hym  with  cheynes/  be  cause  that  when  lie 
was  often  bounde  with  fetters  and  cheynes/  he  plucked  the 
chaynes  asundre/  and  brake  the  fetters  in  peccs.  Nether 
coulde  eny  man  tame  him.  And  alwayes  boothe  nyglit  and 
daye  he  cryed  in  the  mountaynes  and  in  the  graves  and  bet 
hym  silfe  with  stones.  When  he  had  spied  Jesus  afarre  of/  lie 
ranne'  and  worshipped  him  /  and  cryed  with  a  lowde  voyce  and 
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aayde :  what  have  I  to  do  /  with  the  Jesus  the  sonue  of  the  raoost 
hycst  god  ?  1  requyre  the  in  the  name  of  god/  that  thou  tor¬ 
ment  me  nott.  For  he  had  sayd  vnto  hym/  Come  forthe  of  the 
man  thou  fowle  sprete.  And  he  axed  hym :  what  is  thy  n  aAie  \ 
and  he  anshwered  hym  /  my  name  is  Legion  /  for  we  are  many. 
And  he  prayd  hym  instantly/  that  he  wolde  nott  sende  them 
awaye  out  of  that  region. 

There  was  there  nye  vnto  the  mountayns  a  greate  heerd  of 
swyne  fedinge/  and  all  the  devyls  besought  hym  saynge :  send 
vs  in  to  the  heerdc  off  swyne/  that  we  mayc  enter  in  to  them. 
And  anon  Jesus  gave  them  leave/  And  the  vnclene  spretes  went 
out  and  entred  in  to  the  swyne.  And  the  heerd  starteled/  and 
ran  hcdlyng  into  the  see.  They  were  about  ij  M,  swyne/  and 
they  were  drouned  in  the  see.  And  the  swyne  heeraes  fleed/ 
and  tolde  it  in  the  cite/  and  in  the  countre.  And  they  cam  out 
for  to  see/  what  had  hapened/  And  they  cam  out  to  Jesus/  and 
they  sawc  hym  that  was  vexed  with  the  fende  and  had  the  legion 
sytt/  both  clothed  and  in  his  right  mynde  and  were  a  frayed. 
And  they  that  aawe  it  tolde  them/  howe  it  had  hapened  vnto  hym 
that  was  possessed  off  the  devyll/  and  also  of  the  swyne.  And 
they  began  to  prayo  hym/  that  he  wolde  departc  from  their 
coostes.  And  when  he  was  come  in  to  the  shippe/  he  that  had 
the  devvll  prayed  hym  that  he  myght  be  with  hym  :  Jesus  wolde 
not  soflre  him  but  sayde  vnto  him :  goo  home  in  to  thync  awne 
houssc  and  to  thy  frendes/  and  sliewe  them  what  thinges  the 
lorde  hath  done  vnto  the/  and  howe  he  had  compassion  on  the. 
And  he  departed/  and  began  to  publisshe  in  the  ten  cites/  what 
thinges  Jesus  had  done  vnto  hym/  and  all  men  did  tnerveyle. 

And  when  Jesus  wa3  come  over  agayne  in  the  shippe  vnto  the 
other  syde/  moche  people  gaddered  vnto  hym/  and  he  was  nye 
vnto  the  see.  And  bcholde/  there  cam  vnto  hym  won  of  the 
rulers  of  tlie'sinagogge/  whose  name  was  Jairus  :  and  when  he 
sawe  hym/  he  felle  doune  att  his  fete/  and  besought  hym 
greatly  /  saynge  :  my  doughter  lyith  att  poynt  of  deeth  /  I  wolde 
thou  woldest  come  and  ley  thy  honde  on  her/  that  she  myght 
be  safe  and  live.  And  he  went  with  hym  /  and  moche  people 
folowcd  hym/  and  thronge  hym. 

And  there  was  a  woman/  wliiche  was  diseased  off  an  vssue 

_ 

offbloude  twelve  yeres/  and  had  suffered  many  thinges  of  many 
fisieions/  and  had  spent  all  that  she  had/  and  fclte  none  amend¬ 
ment  at  all/  But  wexed  worsse  and  worsse.  When  she  had 
lierde  off  Jesus:  she  cam  into  the  preace  behynde  hym/  and 
tewched  liya  garment.  For  she  sayde  :  Yf  I  maye  butt  tcwche 
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his  clothinge/  I  shall  be  whole.  And  streyght  waye  her  foun- 
tayne  of  bloude  was  drcyed  vppe  /  and  she  felt  in  her  body  chat 
she  was  healed  off  the  plage. 

And  Jesus  immediatly  felt  in  him  silfe/  the  veituc  that  went 
out  off  hym/  and  tourned  hym  rounde  aboute  in  the  preace  / 
and  sayde :  Who  tewched  my  elothes  1  And  his  disciples  sayde 
vnto  hym  :  thou  seist  the  people  thrustinge  the  on  every  syde/ 
and  yet  sayest ;  who  did  tewche  me  ?  And  he  loked  round 
about/  ffor  to  se  her  thatt  had  done  that  things.  The  woman 
feared  and  trembled/  for  she  knewe  what  was  done  with  in  her. 
And  she  cam  and  fell  doune  before  hym  and  tolde  hym  the 
trueth  of  every  thinge.  And  he  sayde  vnto  her  Doughter/  thy 
fay  th  hath  saved  the  /  goo  in  peace  /  and  be  whole  off  thy  plage. 

Whyll  he  yet  spake  /  there  cam  from  the  ruler  of  the  synagogis 
housse/  certayne  which  sayde:  thy  doughter  is  deed:  why 
deseasest  thou  the  master  eny  further?  As  sone  as  Jesus  herde 
thatt  worde  spoken  /  he  sayde  vnto  the  ruler  of  the  synagoge; 
Be  not  afrayed  /  only  beleve.  And  he  suffred  no  man  to  folowe 
hym  moo  then  Peter/  and  James/  and  Jhon  James  brother. 
And  he  cam  vnto  the  housse  of  the  ruler  off  the  synagoge/  and 
sawe  the  wondry nge  and  them  that  wepte  and  wayled  greatly  / 
And  he  went  in  and  sayde  vnto  them :  Why  make  yc  this  adoo 
and  wepe  ?  The  mayden  is  not  deed/  but  slepith.  And  they 
lawght  hym  to  scorne.  Then  he  put  them  all  out/  and  toke  the 
father  and  the  mother  off  the  mayden/  and  them  that  were  with 
hym/  and  entred  in  where  the  mayden  laye/  Anri  tokc  the 
mayden  by  the  honde/  and  sayde  vnto  her :  Tabitha/  cumi : 
which  is  by  intcrpretacion  :  mayden  I  say  unto  the/  ary.se. 
And  streight  the  mayden  arose/  and  went  on  her  fete.  For  she 
was  of  the  age  of  twelve  yeres.  And  they  were  astonied  at  it 
out  of  measure.  And  he  charged  them  stray tely/  that  no  man 
shulde  knowe  off  it.  And  commaunded  to  geve  her  mcatc. 


Cfje  bj.  Cfjaptcr. 

A  ND  he  departed  thens/  and  cam  in  to  his  awnc  conn  ti  e  t 
and  his  disciples  folowed  hym.  And  when  the  saboth  daye 
was  come/  he  began  to  teache  in  the  synagoge.  And  many 
thatt  herde  hym  were  astonyed/  and  sayde :  From  whens  hath 
he  these  thinges  ?  and  what  wysdom  is  this  that  is  geven  vnto 
him  ?  and  suche  vertues  that  are  wrought  by  his  homles  ?  Ys  not 
this  that  carpenter  Marys  sonne/  the  brother  off  James/  and 
Joses  and  Juda  and  Simon?  and  are  not  his  sisters  here  with 
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vs  ?  And  they  were  hurt  by  the  reason  of  him.  And  Jesus  sayde 
vnto  them :  a  prophet  is  not  despysed  but  in  his  awne  countre/ 
and  amonge  his  awne  kynne  /  and  amonge  them  that  are  of  the 
same  houssliolde.  Ana  he  coulde  there  shewe  no  myracles  butt 
leyd  his  hondes  apon  a  feawe  sicke  foolke  and  healed  them. 
And  he  merveyled  at  their  vnbelefe. 

And  he  went  aboute  by  the  tounes  that  lye  in  circuite/  teach- 
ynge,  And  he  called  the  twelve/  and  began  to  sende  them/  two 
and  two/  and  gave  them  power  over  vnclene  spretes.  And 
commaunded  them  /  that  they  shulde  take  notthinge  vnto  their 
Jorney/  save  a  rodde  only :  Nether scrippe /  nether  breed/  nether 
mony  in  their  pourses :  butt  shonlde  be  shood  with  sandals. 
And  that  they  shulde  not  put  on  two  coottes.  And  sayd  vnto 
them  :  whersoever  ye  entre  into  an  housse/  there  abyde  tyll  ye 
departe  thens.  And  whosoever  shall  nott  receave  you/  nor 
heare  you/  when  ye  departe  thens/  shake  of  the  duste  that  is 
vnder  youre  fete  /  for  a  remembraunce  vnto  them.  I  say  verely 
vnto  you/  itt  shalbe  easyer  for  Zodom  and  Gomor/  att  the  daye 
off  iudgcment/  then  for  that  cite. 

And  they  went  out  and  preached/  that  they  shulde  repent: 
and  they  caste  out  many  devylles.  And  they  annoyn ted  /  many 
that  were  sicke  with  oyle  and  healed  them. 

And  kynge  Herode  herde  of  him  /  for  his  name  was  spreed 
abroade/  And  he  said :  Jhon  baptiste  is  risen  agayne  from  deeth / 
and  therfore  myracles  workein  hym.  Wother  sayd/  it  isHelyas : 
and  some  sayde  :  it  is  a  prophet/  or  as  won  of  the  prophettes. 
But  when  Herode  herde  of  him  he  sayd :  it  is  Jhon  whom  I  be- 
heded/  he  ys  risen  from  deeth  agayne,  * 

For  Herode  him  silfc/  bad  sent  forth/  and  had  taken  Jhon/ 
and  boundc  him  and  cast  him  into  preson  for  Hcrodyas  sake 
which  was  hys  brother  Philippes  wyfe.  For  he  had  tnaried  her. 
Jhon  sayde  vnto  Herode:  It  is  not  laufull  for  the  to  have  thy 
brothers  wyfe.  Herodias  layd  waite  for  him  /  and  wolde  have 
killed  him  /  butt  she  coulde  nott.  For  Herode  feared  Jhon  /  know- 
vnge  that  be  was  iuste  and  holy/  and  gave  him  reverence/  And 
when  he  herde  him  lie  did  many  thinges/  and  herde  him  gladly. 

And  when  a  convenyent  daye  was  come.  Herode  on  hys  birth 
daye  made  a  supper  to  the  lordes/  captaynes/  and  chcfc  estates 
of  galile.  And  the  doughter  of  the  same  Herodias  cam  in  and 
dnunsed/  and  pleased  Herode  and  them  that  sate  att  bourde 
also/  Then  the  kinge  sayd  vnto  the  mayden  :  axe  of  me  what 
thou  wilt/  and  1  will  geve  it  the.  And  ne  sware  vnto  her  what¬ 
soever  thou  slialt  axe  of  me/  I  will  geve  it  the/  even  vnto  the 
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one  halfe  of  my  kyngdom.  And  die  went  forth  and  sayde  to 
her  mother :  what  shall  I  axe?  And  she  s&yde  :  Jhon  baptistes 
heed.  And  she  cam  in  straight  waye  with  haste  vnto  the  kinge  > 
and  axed  sayinge :  I  wyll/  that  thou  geve  me  by  and  by  in  a 
charger  the  heed  of  Jhon  baptist.  And  the  kinge  was  sory :  yet 
forhys  othes  sake  /  and  for  their  sakes  which  sate  att  supper  also/ 
he  wolde  not  put  her  besyde  her  purpost.  And  immediatly  the 
kyngc  sent  the  hangman  and  commaundcd  his  heed  to  be 
brought  in.  And  he  went  and  belieeded  him  in  the  preson  /  and 
brought  his  heedde  in  a  charger  and  gave  hit  to  the  mayden  /  and 
the  mayden  gave  it  to  her  mother.  When  his  disciples  henle  of 
it/  they  cam  and  toke  vppe  his  body/  and  put  it  in  a  toumbe. 

And  the  apostles  gaddered  them  selves  togeddre  to  Jesus  /  and 
tolde  him  all  thynges/  booth  what  they  had  done  /  and  what  they 
had  taught.  And  he  sayd  vnto  them :  come  ye  aparte  into  the 
wyldernes/  and  rest  a  whyle.  For  there  were  many  commevs 
and  goers.  And  they  had  no  leasur  worn  for  to  catc.  And  he 
went  by  shippe  asyae  out  off*  the  waye  into  a  desertt  place. 
And  the  people  spyed  them  when  they  departed  t  and  many 
knewe  him  /  and  they  hasted  afote  thether  out  of  every  cite/  and 
cam  thyther  before  them  /  And  cam  togedder  vnto  hyin.  And 
Jesus  went  out  and  sawe  moche  people/  and  had  compassion  on 
them/  be  cause  they  were  lyke  shepe  whych  had  no  sheppherde. 
And  he  began  to  teache  them  many  thinges. 

And  when  the  daye  was  nowe  farre  spent/  his  disciples  earn 
vnto  him  sayinge :  thys  ys  a  desert  place/  and  nowe  the  (layc  ys 
farre  passed  /  lett  them  departe  /  that  they  maye  goo  in  to  the 
countrey  rounde  about/  and  in  to  the  tounes/  and  bye  them 
breed  :  for  they  have  nothinge  to  eate.  He  answered  and  sayde 
vnto  them :  gevc  ye  them  to  eate.  And  they  sayde  vnto  hym :  shall 
we  goo  and  bye  ij.  C.  peny  worth  of  breed  /  and  gevc  them  to 
eate  ?  He  sayde  vnto  them :  howe  many  loves  have  ye  ?  Goo 
and  loke.  And  when  they  had  serclied/  they  sayde :  v.  and  .ij. 
fy ashes.  And  he  commaunded  them  to  make  them  all  sytt 
doune/  by  companyes  apon  the  grene  grasse.  And  they  sate 
doune  here  arowc  and  there  arowe/  by  houndrede3  and  by 
fyfties.  And  he  toke  the  v.  loves  and  the  .ij.  fysshes  and  loked 
vppe  to  heven  and  blest  /  and  brake  the  loves  /  and  gave 
them  to  hys  disciples  to  put  before  them/  and  the  ij.  fysshes  be 
tlevyded  amonge  them  all.  And  they  all  ate  /  and  were  satisfyed. 
And  they  toke  vppe  twelve  basketes  full  off  the  gobbettes  and  of 
the  fysshes.  Ana  they  that  ate  were  about  fyve  thousand  men. 

And  streyght  waye  he  caused  hys  disciples  to  goo  into  a 
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shippe  /  and  to  goo  over  the  water  before  vnto  bethsaida  /  whiil  he 
sent  awaye  the  people.  And  as  sone  as  he  had  sent  them  awey / 
be  departed  into  a  mountain®  to  praye.  And  when  even  was 
come  f  the  shippe  was  in  the  myddes  of  the  see  /  and  he  alone 
on  the  londe/  and  he  sawe  them,  troubled  in  rowinge  /  for  the 
wynde  was  contrary  vnto  them.  And  aboute  the  fourth  quartre 
of  the  nygkt t  he  cam  vnto  them  /  walkinge-  apon  the  see/  and 
wolde  have  passed  by  them.  When  they  sawe  him  walkinge 
apon  the  see/  they  supposed  yt  had  bene  a  sprete/  and  cryed 
oute  :  For  they  all  sawe  hym/  and  they  were  a  frayed.  And  a 

non  he  talked  with  them/  and  sayde  vnto  them:  be  of  good 
chore/  it  is  1/  be  not  afrayed.  And  he  went  vnto  them  into  the 
shippe/  and  the  wynde  ceased/  and  they  were  sore  atnased  in 
them  selves  beyonclc  measure/  and  marveyled.  For  they  remem- 
bred  nott  off  tlie  loves/  be  cause  their  hertes  were  blynded. 

And  they  cam  over /  and  went  into  the  londe  off  genazareth/ 
and  drue  vp  into  the  haven.  And  as  sone  as  they  were  come 
out  off  the  shippe/  streyght  they  knewe  hym/  and  ran  forth 
through  out  all  the  region  rounde  about/  and  began  to  cary 
aboute  in  beeddes  all  that  were  sicker  when  they  herde  tell  that 
he  was  there.  And  whither  soever  he  entred  into  thetounes/ 
or  cites/  or  vyllages/  they  leyde  their  sicke  in  the  stretes/  and 
prayed  hvtne/  thatt  they  myght  touche  and  hitwer  but  the  edge 
off  hys  vesture.  And  as  many  as  touched  hym  were  safe. 


Clj t  btj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  the  pharisescam  togedder  unto  hym  /  and  dyvers  off  the 
scribes  which  cam  from  Jerusalem.  And  when  they  sawe 
ccrtayne  of  hys  disciples  eate  breed  with  commen  handes  (that 
is  to  saye/  with  vnwesshen  hondes)  they  complayned.  For  the 
pharises/  and  all  the  Jewes/  exceptc  they  washe  their  handes 
ofte/  eate  not  /  observinge  the  tradieions  of  the  seniours.  And 
when  they  come  from  the  markett/  except  they  washe  them 
selves  they  cate  not.  And  many  other  thinges  there  be  /  which 
they  have  taken  apon  them  to  observe/  as  the  wasshinge  of 
cuppes  and  cruses/  and  of  brasen  vessels  and  of  tables. 

Then  axed  liym  the  pharises  and  scribes  :  why  walke  not  thy 
disciples  accordinge  to  the  tradieions  of  die  seniours  /  butt  eate 
breede  with  vnwesshen  hondes  ?  He  answered  and  sayde  vnto 
them  well  prophesied  hath  Esayas  of  you  ypocrytes  as  it  is  writ¬ 
ten:  This  people  lionoreth  me  with  their  lyppes/  but  their  hert 
is  farre  from  me:  In  vayne  they  worsnippe  me/  teachinge 
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doctryns  which  are  nothinge  but  the  commandementcs  off  men  / 
for  ye  laye  the  commandement  of  God  aparte  /  and  ye  observe 
the  tradicions  of  men  as  the  wessinge  off*  cruses  and  off  cuppes/ 
and  many  other  suche  lyke  thinges  ye  do. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  well  /  ye  putt  awave  the  commande- 
ment  of  God/  to  mayntaync  your  owne  tradecions.  For  Moses 
sayde:  Honoure  thy  father  and  thy  mother:  and  whosoever 
sayeth  evyll  to  his  father  or  mother/  let  hym  dev  for  it.  But  ye 
sayc :  a  man  shall  save  to  his  father  or  mother  Corban  /  that  is/ 
whatsoever  thynge  I  offer/  that  same  docth  proffit  the.  Aud 
ye  soflre  no  more  that  a  man  do  eny  thynge  for  his  father  or 
mother/  and  thus  have  ye  made  the  commaundcmentoff  God  off 
none  effecte  through  youre  awne  tradicions  which  ye  have 
ordeyned.  And  many  soche  thynges  ye  do. 

And  he  called  all  the  people  vnto  hym/  and  sayde  vnto  them ; 
Herken  vnto  me  every  one  off  you  and  vnderslonde :  there  is  no 
thynge  with  outl  a  man  that  can  diffyle  hym  when  hitt  entrel.h 
in  to  hym/  but  tlioo  thynges  which  precede  out  of  a  man  are 
those  which  defyle  a  man.  Yf  eny  man  have  eares  to  heare  / 
let  hym  heare.  And  when  he  cam  into  a  housse  awayc  from  the 
people/  his  disciples  axed  him  of  the  similitude/  and  he  savd 
vnto  them :  Do  ye  then  Iacke  vnderstondinge  :  Do  ye  not  yet 
perceave/  that  whatsoever  thinge  from  with  out  entreth  into  a 
man/  hit  can  not  defyle  hym  /  be  cause  hit  entrith  not  into  his 
hert/  but  in  to  the  belly  :  and  goeth  out  into  the  draught  that 
porgeth  oute  all  meates. 

And  lie  savde  that  defileth  a  man  which c  cometh  oute  of  a 

_  V  _  _ 

man.  For  from  with  in  even  oute  off  the  herte  off  men/  pro- 
ceade  evyll  tho u ghtes :  advoutry/  fornication/  murder/  tlieeft/ 
coveteousnes  /  wickednes  /  diceyte  /  vnclennes  /  and  a  wicked  eye  / 
blasphemy/  pryde/  folisshnes:  All  these  evyll  thynges/  com 
from  with  in  /  and  defile  a  man. 

And  from  thence  he  arose  and  went  into  the  borders  off  Tire 
and  Sidon  t  and  entred  into  an  housse/  and  woldc  that  no  man 
shulde  have  knoweu  off  hym :  Butt  he  culde  nott  be  hid.  For 
a  certayne  woman  whose  doughter  had  a  foule  sprete  when  she 
herde  off  hym  /  cam  and  fell  doune  att  hys  fete.  The  worn  an 
was  a  greke  out  off  sirophenicia /  and  she  besought  hym  that  he 
wolde  caste  out  the  devyll  out  off  her  doughter,  Jesus  sayde 
vnto  her :  lett  the  chyldren  fyrst  be  feed.  It  ys  nott  mete  /  to 
take  the  chyldrens  breed/  and  to  caste  itt  vnto  whelppes. 

She  answered  and  sayde  vnto  hym ;  even  soo  master/  never- 
thelesse/  the  whelppes  also  eate  vnder  the  table  off  the  chyl- 

68 


€$c  «a*p*U  of  £.  ^arfu.  Ci).  bttj. 

drens  eromes.  And  he  sayde  vnto  her :  for  thys  sayinge  goo 
thy  way e/  the  devyli  ys  gon  out  off  thy  doughter.  And  when 
she  was  come  home  to  her  housse  she  founde  the  devyli  departed  / 
and  her  doughter  lyinge  on  the  beed. 

And  he  departed  agayne  from  the  coostes  off  Tyre  and 
Svdon  /  and  cam  vnto  the  see  of  Galile  throwe  the  rayddes  off 
the  coostes  off  the  ,x.  cites/  And  they  brought  vnto  him  won 
that  was  deffe/  and  stambred  in  hys  speche/  and  prayde  hym 
to  laye  hys  honde  apon  hym.  And  he  toke  hym  a  syde  from 
the  people/  and  putt  hys  fyngcrs  in  hys  cares/  and  did  spet/ 
and  touched  histounge/  and  loked  vp  to  heven/  and  syghed/ 
and  sayde  vnto  hym :  ephatha  that  ys  to  saye/  be  openned. 
And  streyght  waye  hys  eares  were  openned/  and  the  striuge  off 
hys  lounge  was  loosed/  and  he  spake  playne.  And  he  com¬ 
maunded  them  that  they  shulde  tell  no  man.  Butt  the  more  he 
forbad  them  /  soo  mocne  the  more  a  greate  deale  they  pub- 
hlcsscd  it.  And  were  beyonde  measure  astonyed/  sayinge : 
He  hath  done  all  tliinges  well  /  and  hath  made  booth  the  defle 
to  lieare/  and  the  doin  to  speake. 

Cfjf  buj.  Chapter. 

TN  those  dayes  when  there  was  a  very  greate  companye/  and 
had  nothinge  toeate/  Jesus  called  hys  disciples  to  hym/ 
and  sayd  vnto  them :  my  herte  melteth  on  this  people  /  because 
they  have  no  we  bene  wyth  me  iij.  dayes/  and  have  nothinge  to 
cate  :  And  yf  I  sliuldc  sendc  them  awaye  fas  tinge  to  their  awne 
housses/  they  shulde  faynt  by  the  waye.  For  dyvers  of  them 
cam  from  farre  /  And  hys  disciples  answered  hym  :  from  whence 
inyght  a  man  suffyse  them  with  breed  here  in  the  wyldernes  ? 
And  he  axed  them  :  howe  many  loves  have  yc  ?  They  sayde  : 
seven.  And  he  commaunded  the  people  to  sitt  doune  on  the 
grounde.  And  he  toke  the  .vii.  loves/  gave  thankes/  brake/ 
and  gave  to  hys  disciples/  to  set  before  them.  And  they  sett 
them  before  the  people.  And  they  had  a  feawe  small  fysshes/ 
and  he  blessed  them  and  commaunded  them  also  to  be  sett 
before  them  /  They  ate  and  were  suflysed  /  and  they  toke  vp 
off  the  broken  meatc  that  was  lefte/  vij.  basketes  full.  They  that 
ate  were  in  nomber  aboute  fowre  thousandt.  And  he  sent  them 
awaye. 

And  a  non  lie  toke  shippe  with  his  disciples/  and  cam  in  to 
the  parties  of  dalmanutha.  And  the  phavises  cam  forth  /  and 
began  to  dispute  whith  hym  /  and  sought  of  hym  a  signe  from 
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heven  temp  tinge  him/  and  he  syghed  in  his  sprelc  and  sayde  ; 
why  doth  thys  generation  seke  a  signe?  Verely  I  saye  vnto 
you/  there  shall  no  signe  be  geven  vnto  thys  geueraeion.  And 
he  lefte  them  and  went  into  the  shippe  agayne/  and  departed 
over  the  water. 

And  they  had  forgotten  to  take  breed  with  them  /  nether  had 
they  in  the  shippe  with  them  more  then  one  loofe.  And  he 
charged  them  sayinge :  take  hede  /  be  ware  of  the  leveu  of  the 
ph arises  /  and  the  leven  of  Herode.  And  they  reasoned  amongc 
them  selves  saynge :  we  have  no  breed.  And  when  Jesus  knewc 
that  he  sayde  vnto  them :  why  take  ye  thought  be  cause  ye 
have  no  bread?  perceave  ye  not  yet /  nether  vnderstonde?  Have 
ye  your  herttes  yett  blynded  ?  Have  ye  eyes  and  se  nott  ?  and 
have  ye  cares  and  heare  not  ?  Do  ye  nott  remember  ?  When  I 
brake  v.  loves  a  mongc  «v.  M.  men  /  Howe  many  baskettes  full  of 
broken  meate  toke  ye  vpp?  They  sayde  vnto  him  xij.  When 
I  brake  vij  a  monge  iiij  M.  liowe  many  baskettes  of  the  levinges 
of  broken  mcatc  toke  ye  vp  ?  They  sayde  vij.  And  he  sayde 
vnto  them :  howe  is  it  that  ye  vnderstonde  not  ? 

And  he  cam  to  bethsayda/  and  they  brought  a  blynde  man 
vnto  hym  and  desyred  hyra/  to  touche  him.  And  he  caught  the 
blinde  by  the  honde/  and  ledd  hym  out  off  the  toune/  and  spat 
in  hys  eyeB  and  put  hys  hondes  apon  hym/  and  axed  him  yf  he 
sawe  eny  tliinge/  and  he  loked  vp  and  sayde:  I  se  men/ 
For  I  se  them  walkc  as  they  were  trees.  After  that  he  put  his 
hondes  agayne  apon  his  eyes/  and  made  hym  see.  And  lie  was 
restored  to  nis  sight/  and  sawe  every  man  clerly.  And  lie  sent 
hym  home  to  his  awne  housse  sayinge :  nether  go  in  to  the 
toune/  nor  tell  it  to  eny  in  the  touue. 

And  Jesus  went  out  and  his  disciples  into  the  toune.?  that 
longe  to  the  cite  called  Cesarea  Philippi/  and  by  the  waye  lie 
axed  his  disciples  sayinge :  whom  do  men  saye  that  y  am  ?  They 
answered:  some  saye  that  thou  arte  Jhon  Baptiste:  some  saye 
Helyas/  and  some  one  off  the  prophetes.  And  he  sayde  vnto 
them :  But  whom  saye  ye  that  I  am  ?  Peter  answered  and 
sayd  vnto  hym :  Thou  arte  very  Christe.  And  he  charged  them/ 
that  they  snukie  tell  no  man  off  it.  And  he  began  to  declare 
vnto  them  /  howe  that  the  sonne  of  man  muste  suffre  many 
thynges/  and  shulde  be  reproved  off  the  seniours  and  off  the 
hye  prestes  and  scrybes/  and  shulde  be  kylled/  and  after  thre 
dayes  arose  agayne.  And  he  spake  that  sayinge  openly.  And 
Peter  toke  hym  a  syde/  and  began  to  chyde  hym.  He  tourned 
aboute/  and  loked  on  his  disciples/  and  rebuked  Peter  sayinge: 
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Goo  after  me  Satan.  For  thou  saverest  not  the  thynges  oft' 
God  ;  But  the  thynges  off  men. 

Ami  he  called  the  people  vnto  hym r  with  his  disciples  also/ 
and  sayd  vnto  them  :*  Whosoever  wyll  folowe  me/  iett  hym  for¬ 
sake  hym  silfe/  and  tak e  vp  his  crosse /  and  folowe  me.  For 
whosoever  wyll  save  his  lyfe/  shall  lose  it.  But  whosoever  shall 
lose  his  lyfe  for  my  sake  and  the  gospels/  the  same  shall  save 
it.  What  shal  it  profet  a  man  yf  he  slmlde  wyn  all  the  worlde/ 
and  loose  his  awne  soule  ?  or  els  what  shall  a  man  geve/  to 
redeme  his  soule  ageyne  ?  Whosoever  therfore  shall  be  asshamed 
off  me  and  off  my  wordes/  amouge  this  advoutrous  and  sinfull 
generacion :  of  hym  shall  the  sonne  of  man  be  ashamed  /  when 
he  commeth  in  the  glory  of  his  father  with  the  holy  angels.  And 
he  sayde  vnto  them :  V erely  I  say e  vnto  you  :  There  be  some  off 
them  that  stoude  here  /  which  shall  not  taste  of  deeth  /  tyll  they 
have  sene  the  kyngdom  off  God  come  with  power. 


Cljr  ft.  Chapter. 

A  ND  after  .yj.  dayes  Jesus  toke  Peter/  James/  and  Jhon  and 
leede  them  vp  in  to  an  hye  mountayne  out  of  the  waye 
alone/  and  he  was  transfigured  before  them.  And  his  rayment 
did  shyne/  and  was  made  very  wlxyte/  even  as  snowe:  so  whyte 
as  no  fuller  cau  make  apoo  the  erth.  And  there  apered  vnto 
them  Helyas  with  Moses :  And  they  talked  with  Jesu.  And 
Peter  answered  and  sayde  to  Jesu :  Master/  here  is  good  beinge 
for  vs/  let  vs  make  .iij.  tabernacles/  one  for  the/  one  for  Moses/ 
and  one  for  Helyas.  And  wist  not  what  he  sayde.  For  they 
were  afrayde.  And  there  was  a  eloude  that  shaddowed  them. 
And  a  voyce  cam  out  of  the  eloude  saynge :  This  ys  my  dere 
sonne  /  here  hym.  And  sodenly/  they  loked  rounde  about  them/ 
and  sawe  no  man  more/  but  Jesus  only. 

As  they  cam  dounc  from  the  hill/  he  charged  them/  that  they 
shulde  tell  no  man  what  they  had  sene/  tyll  the  sonne  of  man 
were  risen  from  deetli  agayne.  And  they  kepte  that  saynge 
with  in  them  /  and  demaunded  won  of  another/  what  tliatrysinge 
from  deeth  agayne  shulde  meane  ?  And  they  axed  hym  sayii 
why  then  saye  the  scribes/  that  Helyas  mustc  fyrste  come  ? 
answered  ana  sayde  vnto  them :  Helyas  at  his  fyrste  commynge  / 
shall  bryuge  all  thynges  agayne  into  good  order:  And  even  so  ys 
it  wrytten  off  the  sonne  on  man/  that  he  shall  suffre  many 
tlunges/  and  shall  be  set  att  nought.  And  1  saye  vnto  you  / 
thatt  Helyas  ys  come /  and  they  have  done  vnto  hym  whatsoever 
pleased  them  /  as  it  is  wrytten  off  hym. 
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And  he  earn  to  his  disciples/  and  buwc  moche  people  aboute 
tltem  t  and  the  scribes  disputmge  with  tliem.  And  streyght 
waye  all  the  people  behelde  hym  and  were  amased  /  and  ran  to 
hym  /  and  saluted  hym.  And  he  eayde  vnto  the  scribes :  What 
dispute  ye  with  them  ?  And  won  of  the  companye  answered  and 
eayde ;  Masters  1  hare  brought  my  sonne  vnto  tlie/  which  hath 
a  dom  spirite  /  And  whensoever  he  taketh  hym  /  he  teareth  hym  / 
and  he  fometh/  and  gnessheth  with  his  tether  and  pynethawaye. 
And  I  spake  to  thy  disciples  that  they  shulde  caste  hym  out/ 
and  they  coulde  nott. 

He  answered  him  and  sayd :  0/  generation  without  fidght/ 
how  longe  shall  y  be  with  you.  Howe  iongc  shall  y  sufire  you  ? 
bringe  him  vnto  me.  And  they  brought  him  vnto  him.  And 
as  sone  as  the  spretc  sawc  him  /  he  tore  him.  And  lie  fell  doune 
on  the  groundc  walowinge ;  And  fomynge.  And  lie  axed  his 
father:  how  longe  is  it  a  goo /  sens  this  hath  happened  hym? 
And  he  sayde/  of  a  chylde.  And  ofte  tymes  eastern  hym  m  to 
the  fyre/  and  also  in  to  the  water/  to  destroyc  hym.  Butt  yff 
thou  canste  do  eny  thyoge/  have  mercy  on  vs/  and  hclppe  vs. 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  him :  ye  yf  thou  coutdest  belevc/  all  thynges 
are  posByble  to  hym  that  btievith.  And  streyght  waye  the  father 
off  the  chylde  cryed  with  teares  sayinge:  Lorde  I  beieve/ 
sucker  myne  unbefefe. 

When  Jesus  sawe  that  the  people  cam  runnyngc  togedder 
vnto  hym/  he  rebuked  the  foule  spiete /  sayinge  vnto  hym :  Thou 
dom  and  defie  sprete/ 1  charge  the  come  out  of  hym/  and  enlre 
no  more  in  to  hym.  And  the  sprete  cryed/  und  nut  him  sore/ 
and  cam  out :  And  he  was  as  won  that  had  bene  deed  /  in  so 
moche  that  many  sayde/  he  is  deed.  Butt  Jesus  caught  hys 
honde/  and  lyfte  hym  vppe/  and  he  roose.  And  when  he  was 
come  in  to  the  housse  /  nis  disciples  axed  him  secretly :  why 
coulde  uott  we  caste  hym  out  ?  And  he  sayd  vuto  them :  thys 
kynde  can  by  non  other  meanes  come  forth/  but  by  prayer  and 
fastynge. 

And  they  departed  thens/  and  toke  there  iorney  thorowe 
galile/  and  wokfe  not  /  that  eny  man  shulde  have  knowen  itt. 
For  he  taught  liys  disciples  /  and  sayde  vnto  them :  The  sonne 
off  man  shalbe  delyvered  in  to  the  hondes  off  men/  and  they 
shall  kyll  hym  /  and  after  that  he  ys  kylied  he  shall  ary  sc  agayne 
the  thryd  daye.  Butt  they  wiste  nott  what  that  sayinge  meant/ 
and  were  aff rayed  to  axe  hym. 

And  he  cam  to  Capernaum/  and  when  he  was  come  to  housse/ 
he  sayde  to  them:  what  was  that  ye  disputed  betwene  you  by 
the  waye  ?  And  they  helde  their  peace  (for  by  the  waye  they 
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reasoned  arnongc  them  selves/  who  shulde  be  the  chefest)  And 
he  sate  doune/  and  called  the  twelve  vnto  hym/  and  sayd  to 
them :  yf  cny  man  desyre  to  be  fyrst  /  the  same  shalbe  last  off 
all  /  and  servaunt  vnto  all.  And  he  toke  a  chylde  and  sett  hym 
in  the  myddes  of  them/  and  toke  hym  in  liys  armes  and  sayde 
vnto  them :  Whosoever  receave  eny  soche  a  chylde  in  my  name/ 
he  reeeaveth  me;  And  whosoever  receaveth  me/receaveth  not 
me/  hut  him  that  sent  me. 

Jhon  answered  him/  sayingc:  master  /  we  sawc  won  castinge 
outdevyls  in  thy  name/  which  folowcth  not  vs/  and  we  forbade 
hym/  be  cause  he  folowetli  vs  nott.  But  Jesus  sayde :  forbid 
hym  nott.  For  there  is  no  man  that  shall  do  a  myracie  in  my 
name/  and  can  speakc  lightly  evyll  of  me.  Whosoever  is  not 
agaynste  you/  is  on  youre  parte.  And  whosoever  shall  geve 
you  a  euppe  off  water  to  drinke  for  my  nams  sabje  be  cause  ye 
are  belongynge  to  christe  /  verely  I  Baye  vnto  you  /  he  shall  nott 
loose  his  rewarde. 

And  whosoever  shall  hourte  won  of  this  litell  wons  /  that  beleve 
in  me/  it  were  better  for  him  /  that  a  royll  stone  were  hanged 
aboutc  his  necke  /  and  that  he  were  caste  in  to  the  see.  Ana  yf 
thy  handc  oftende  the  /  cut  hym  of.  Itt  ys  better  for  the/  to  entre 
into  lytfe  maymed/ then  to  goo/ with  two  hondes  in  to  hell/ 
in  to  fire  that  never  shalbe  quenched  /  where  there  worme  dyeth 
nott/  and  the  fyre  never  goeth  oute.  And  yf  thy  fote  offende 
the/  cut  hym  of.  It  is  better  for  the  to  goo  halt  in  to  lyfe/  then 
with  ij.  fete  to  be  cast  into  hell/  into  fyre  that  never  shalbe 
quenched:  where  there  worme  dyeth  not/  and  the  fyre  never 
goeth  oute.  And  yf  tliyne  eye  offende  the  plucke  hym  oute. 
Itt  ys  better  for  the  to  goo  into  t]je  kyngdom  of  god  with  one 
eye  /  then  havynge  two  eyes  to  be  caste  into  hell  fyre ;  where 
their  worme  dyeth  nott  /  and- the  fyre  never  goeth  oute. 

Every  man  therfore  shalbe  salted  with  fy re :  And  every  sacry- 
fyse  shalbe  seasoned  with  saltt.  Salt  ys  good.  But  yf  the  salt 
be  vnsavery  :  what  shall  ye  salte  there  with  ?  Sc  that  ye  have 
saltt  in  youre  selves.  And  have  peace  amonge  youre  selves  / 
one  with  another. 


Cl)t  V-  Chapter. 

A  ND  he  rose  from  thens :  and  went  in  to  the  coostes  of  Jewry 
through  the  regyon  that  ys  beyonde  iordan.  And  the  people 
resorted  vnto  hym  afresshe :  And  as  he  was  wont  he  taught 
them  agaync.  And  the  pharyses  cam  and  axed  hym  a  question : 
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whether  it  were  laufull  for  a  man  to  putt  awaye  hys  wyfe.  To 
prove  hym.  He  answered  and  said  vnto  them :  what  did  Moses 
bid  you  do?  And  they  sayde :  Moses  suffred  to  wryte  a  testi¬ 
monial!  of  her  divorsment  /  and  to  putt  her  awaye.  And  ,)es un¬ 
answered  /  and  sayd  vnto  them :  For  because  of  youre  harde 
herttes  he  wrote  thys  precepte  vnto  you.  But  at  the  fyrst  crea- 
cion  /  god  made  them  man  and  woman  /  sayinge :  for  thys  thinges 
sake  snail  a  man  lcve  father  and  mother  /  and  byde  by  his  wyfe/ 
and  ij.  slialbe  made  won  flesshe.  So  tlien  are  they  nowc  nott 
twayne/but  won  flesshe  /  therfore  that  whych  god  hath  cuppled/ 
lett  nott  man  separate. 

And  in  the  nousse  his  disciples  axed  him  agayne  of  that 
mater.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  Whosoever  putteth  awaye 
his  wyfe/  and  maryetb  another  /  breaketh  wedlocke  to  her  warde. 
And  y  f  a  woman  forsake  her  b  usband  /  and  be  inaryed  to  another  / 
she  committeth  advoutry. 

And  they  brought  chyldren  to  hym  that  he  shoulde  touche 
them.  And  hys  disciples  chid  thoose  that  brought  them.  When 
Jesus  sawe  that/  he  was  displeased/  and  sayd  vnto  them  :  Suifre 
the  chyldren  to  come  vnto  me  and  forbid  them  not.  For  vnto 
suche  belongeth  the  kingdom  of  god.  Verely  1  saye  to  you/ 
whosoever  shall  not  receave  the  kyngdom  of  god  as  a  chyldc  / 
he  shall  not  entre  therm.  And  he  toke  them  vppe  in  his  armes/ 
and  putt  his  hondes  apon  them/  and  blessed  them. 

And  when  he  was  come  out  into  the  waye  /  there  cam  won 
runninge  and  kneled  to  him/  and  axed  him:  Goode  master/ 
what  shall  Ido/  that  I  maye  enheret  eternal!  lyfe  ?  Jesus  said 
vnto  him :  why  callest  thou  me  goode  ?  there  is  no  man  goode 
but  won/  whych  ys  god.  Thqu  knowest  the  commaundmentes. 
break e  not  matrimony/  kyll  not/  steale  nott/  bere  no  faice 
wytnes  /  defraude  no  man  /  honore  thy  hither  and  thy  mother  / 
He  answered  and  said  to  him:  master  /  all  theese  1  have  observed 
from  my  youth.  Jesus  behelde  him/  and  had  a  favour  to  him/ 
and  said  vnto  him:  Won  thinge  is  lacking  vnto  the  Goo/  and 
sell  all  that  thou  hast/  aud  geve  itt  to  the  povre/  and  thou  shalt 
have  treasure  in  heven/  and  come  and  folowe  me/  and  take  thy 
crosse  on  the.  But  he  was  discumforted  with  that  sayinge/  and 
went  awaye  mornynge  /  for  he  had  greate  possessions. 

And  Jesus  lokea  rounde  aboute/  and  sayd  vnto  hys  disciples  ; 
with  what  difficulte  shall  they  that  have  ryches  entre  into  the 
kingdom  of  god.  Hys  disciples  were  astonnyed  atl  hys  wordcs. 
Jesus  answered  agayne/  and  sayde  vnto  them:  chyldren  /  how 
harde  is  it  for  them  /  that  truste  in  their  ryches/  to  entre  in  to 
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the  kyngdom  off  god .  Hit  ys  easyer  for  a  camell  to  go  thorowe 
the  eye  of  an  nedle/  then  for  a  ryche  man  to  entre  into  the 
kyngdom  of  god.  And  they  were  astonnyed  out  of  measure/ 
sayingc  betwene  them  sel ves :  who  then  can  be  saved?  Jesus 
loked  apon  them  /  and  sayd :  with  men  it  is  vnpossible  /  but  not 
with  god:  for  with  god  all  thinges  are  possible. 

And  Peter  begaii  to  saye  vnto  hym :  Loo  /  we  have  forsaken 
all  /  and  have  folowed  the.  Jesus  answered  and  sayde:  Verely 
I  saye  vnto  you/  there  ys  no  man  that  hath  forsaken  housse/  or 
brethren  /  or  sisters  /  or  father/  or  moder/  or  wyfe/  other  chyl- 
drcn/  or  londes/  for  my  sake  and  the  gospelles/  whych  shall  not 
receave  an  houndred  foolde  nowe  in  toys  lyfe/  houses/  and 
brethren/  and  sisters/  and  mothers  and  children/  and  londes 
whith  persecucions/  and  in  the  worlde  to  come  eternal!  lyfe. 
Many  that  are  fyrst  /  shalbe  last.  And  the  last  fyrst.  They 
were  in  the  waye  goinge  vppe  to  Jerusalem.  And  Jesus  went 
before  them  /  and  they  were  amased  /  and  as  they  folowed/  were 
affrayde. 

And  Jesus  toke  the  xij.  agayne/  and  began  to  tell  them  what 
thinges  shulde  happen  vnto  him.  Beholde  we  goo  vppe  to 
Jerusalem/  and  the  sonne  off  man  shalbe  delyvered  vnto  the  hye 
preestes  and  vnto  the  scribbes/  and  they  shall  condempne  hym 
to  deeth/  and  shall  delyvre  hym  to  the  gentyls/  and  they  shall 
mocke  hym  /  and  scourge  him/  and  spit  apon  hym  /  and  kill  him/ 
and  the  thirde  daye  he  shall  ryse  agane. 

And  James  and  Jhon  the  sons  off  Zel>ede/  cam  vnto  hym/ 
sayinge  :  master  /  we  wolde  that  thou  shuldest  do  for  vs  what 
soever  wc  desyre.  He  sayde  vnto  them :  what  wolde  ye  I  shulde 
do  vnto  you  ?  They  sayd  vnto  hym  :  graunt  vnto  vs  thatt  wc 
mayc  sitt  won  on  thy  right  hondc  /  and  the  other  on  thy  lyfte 
hondc/  in  thy  glory.  Butt  Jesus  sayd  vnto  them :  Ye  wot  not 
what  ye  axe.  Can  ye  diyncke  of  the  cuppe/  that  I  shall 
drynke  of?  And  be  baptised  in  the  baptism  that  I  shalbe  baptised 
in  ?  And  they  sayd  vnto  him  :  that  we  can,  Jesus  sayde  vnto 
them  :  yc  shall  drynke  off  the  cuppe  that  I  shall  drynke  of/  and 
be  baptised  with  the  baptism  that  I  shalbe  baptised  in  :  But  to 
sitt  on  iny  right  honde  and  on  my  lifte  hondc  /  ys  not  myne  to 
geve/  but  to  them  for  whom  it  ys  prepared. 

And  when  the  ,x.  herde  that/  they  began  to  disdayne  at 
James  and  Jhon.  Butt  Jesus  called  them  vnto  him/  and  sayd 
to  them :  Ye  knowe  well  that  they  whych*scmc  to  beare  rule 
amonge  the  gentvls/  raygne  as  lordes  over  them.  And  they 
that  be  greate  men  amonge  them  exercyse  auctorite  over  them. 
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So  shall  it  not  be  a  monge  you  but  wosoever  of  you  wilbe  greate 

amonge  you  shalbe  youre  minister.  And  wosoever  wilbe  cliefe  / 
shalbe  servaunt  vnto  all.  For  even  the  sonne  of  man  came/  nott 
that  other  shulde  minister  vnto  hym :  but  to  minister/  and  to 
geve  his  lyfe  for  the  redempcion  of  many. 

And  they  cam  to  hierico/  and  as  he  went  oute  off  hierico/ 
with  his  disciples  and  agreate  sombre  of  people  :  Barth imeus  the 
sonne  of  Thimeus  which  was  blynde/  sate  by  the  hye  wayes 
syde  beggynge.  And  when  he  herde  that  it  was  Jesus  off  naza- 
reth  /  he  began  to  crye  /  and  to  saye :  Jesus  the  sonne  off  David  / 
have  mercy  on  me.  And  many  rebuked  hyme/  be  cause  he 
shulde  hoolde  is  peace.  But  he  cryed  the  moore  a  greate  dcalc/ 
thou  sonne  off  David  have  mercy  on  me.  And  Jesus  stode  still  / 

and  commaunded  hym  to  be  called  /  and  they  called  the  blynde  / 
saynge  vnto  hym  :  be  off  good  comfort  ryse  he  calleth  the.  He 
threwe  awaye  his  clooke/  and  roose  and  cam  to  Jesus/  And 
Jesus  answered  /  and  sayd  vnto  hym :  what  wilt  thou  that  I  do 
vnto  the  ?  The  blynde  sayde  vnto  hym :  master  /  that  y  myght 
see,  Jesus  sayd  vnto  hym:  goo  thy  waye/  thy  fayght  hath 
saved  the  /  And  by  and  by  he  rcceaved  his  sight  /  and  folowed 
Jesus  in  the  waye. 


tj.  Cfjapttr. 

A  ND  when  they  cam  nye  to  hierusalem/  vnto  bethphage/  and 
***"  bethani/  be  sydes  mount  olivte/  he  sent  forth  .ij.  of  his 
disciples/  and  sayde  vnto  them:  Goo  youre  wayes  into  the  toune 
that  is  over  agaynste  you/  And  as  sone  as  ye  entre  into  it  ye 
shall  fynde  a  coolte  bounde/  where  on  never  man  sate :  loose 
hym  and  brynge  hym  bidder,  and  if  eny  man  saye  vnto  you : 
why  do  ye  soo  ?  saye  that  the  lorde  hath  neade  of  him  /  and 
streiglit  waye  he  wyll  sende  hym  bidder.  They  went  their  waye/ 
and  found  a  coolte  tyed  by  the  dore  with  out  in  a  place  were 
two  wayes  mett/  and  they  losed  hym.  Aud  divers  of  Lhem  that 
stode  there  /  sayd  vnto  them :  what  do  ye  loosynge  the  coolte  ? 
and  they  sayde  vnto  them  :  even  as  Jesus  had  commaunded 
them.  And  they  let  them  goo.  And  they  brought  the  coolte 
to  Jesus/  and  caste  their  garmentes  on  hym/  and  he  sate  apon 
hym.  And  many  spreede  there  garmentes  in  the  waye.  other 
cutt  doune  braunches  of  the  trees/  and  strawed  them  in  the 
waye.  And  they  that  went  before  and  they  that  folowed/  cryed/ 
saynge  :  Hosianna  ;  blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  off 
the  lorde.  Blessed  be  the  kyngdom  that  commeth  in  the  name 
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oft’  hym  that  is  lorde  off  oure  father  David.  Hosianna  in  the 
hyest. 

And  the  lorde  entred  into  hierusalem  /  and  into  the  temple. 
And  when  he  had  loked  round  about  apon  all  thinges /  and 
nowc  the  even  tyde  was  come  he  went  out  vnto  bethany  with 
the  twelve.  And  on  the  morowe  when  they  were  come  out 
from  bethany  /  he  hundred  /  and  he  spyed  a  fygge  tree  a  farre 
off/  havinge  leves/  and  went  to  sc  whether  he  myght  fynde  eny 
thinge  there  on:  but  when  he  cam  there  to/  he  founde  nothinge 
butt  leves.  For  the  tyme  off  fygges  was  nott  yet.  And  Jesus 
answered  and  sayd  to  it :  never  man  eate  frute  of  the  here  after 
whill  the  worlde  stondith.  And  his  disciples  lierde  it. 

And  they  cam  to  hierusalem  /  and  Jesus  went  into  the  temple/ 
and  began .  to  cast  out  them  which  soolde  and  bought  in  the 
temple.  And  overthrewe  the  tahels  of  the  money  chaungers/ 
and  the  stoles  of  them  that  soolde  doves,  and  wolde  not  suflfre 
that  eny  man  caricd  a  vessell  thorowe  thetemple.  And  he  taught 
saynge  vnto  them  /  ys  it  not  written  /  liowe  that  myne  housse 
shalbe  called  the  housse  of  prayer  vnto  all  nacions  ?  Butt  ye 
have  made  it  a  deen  of  theves. 

And  the  scribes  and  hye  prestes  lierde  yt  and  sought  howe  to 
distroye  him.  For  they  feared  hym  be  cause  all  the  peple 
marveld  at  his  doctrine.  And  when  even  was  come  /  he  went 
out  of  the  cite.  And  in  the  momynge  as  they  passed  by/  they 
sawe  the  fygge  treedryed  uppe  by  the  rotes.  And  Peter  remem- 
bred/  and  sayd  vnto  hym:  master/  beholde/  the  fygge  tree 
which  thou  curscdcs/  ys  widdred  awaye.  And  Jesus  answered/ 
and  sajde  vnto  them :  Have  confidens  in  god.  Vereiy  I  save 
vnto  you  /  that  whosoever  shall  saye  vnto  this  mountayne :  take 
awaye  thy  silfe/  and  cast  thy  silfe  in  to  the  see/  and  shall  not 
waver  in  his  herte/  butt  shall  beleve  that  thoose  thinges  which  he 
sayeth  shall  come  to  passe/  what  soever  he  sayeth  shalbe  done 
vnto  him.  Tlierfore  I  saye  vnto  you/  what  soever  ye  desyre 
when  ye  praye/  beleve  that  ye  shall  have  it  and  it  shalbe  done 
vnto  you.  And  when  ye  stond  and  praye/  forgeve  yf  ye  have 
env  thinge  agaynste  eny  man  that  yourc  father  also  which  is  in 
heven  /  may  forgeve  you  youre  trespases. 

And  they  cam  againe  to  hierusalem/  and  as  he  walked  in  the 
temple/  there  cam  to  him  the  hye  prestos/  and  the  scribes/  and 
(he  seniours/  and  sayd  vnto  hym ;  by  what  auctorite  doest  thou 
these  thinges?  and  who  gave  the  this  auctorite/  to  do  these 
thinges  ?  Jesus  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  them  ;  I  wyll  also 
axe  of  you  a  certeyne  thynge  /  and  answere  ye  me  /  and  I  wyll 
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tell  you  by  what  auctorite  1  do  these  thinges.  Whether  was  the 
baptism  of  Jhon  from  heven/  or  of  men?  Answer  me.  And 
they  thought  in  them  selves/  saynge:  Yf  we  shall  say e/  from 
heven.  he  will  save :  why  then  did  ye  not  beleve  hyin  ?  but  yf 
we  shall  saye/  of  men  /  then  feare  we  the  people.  For  all  men 
counted  Jhon  /  that  he  was  a  veri  prophett.  And  they  answered/ 
and  sayd  vnto  Jesu  :  we  cannot  tell.  And  Jesus  answered  /  and 
sayd  vnto  them :  nether  wyll  I  tell  you/  by  what  auctorite  I  do 
these  thynges. 


C| |t  jfy  Chapter. 


AN.D 


he  began  to  speake  vnto  them  in  similitudes.  A  cer- 
tayne  man  planted  a  vyne  yarde/  and  compased  it  with  an 
hedge/  and  ordeyned  a  wyne  presse/  and  hilt  a  toure  in  hytt/ 
and  lett  it  oute  to  hyre  vnto  husbaudemen  /  and  went  into  a 
straunge  countre.  And  when  tyme  was  come  he  sentt  to  the 
tennauntes  a  servaunt  that  he  myght  of  the  tenauntes  receave  of 
the  frute  of  the  vyneyarde.  And- they  caught  hym  and  bett  hym 
and  sentt  hym  agayne  empty.  And  mooreover  he  sentt  vnto 
them  another  servaunt/  and  at  hym  they  cast  stones  and  brake 
hys  heed/  and  sent  him  agayne  all  to  revyied.  And  agayne  he 
sentt  another/  and  hym  they  kylled :  and  many  other  /  bectynge 
some/  and  kyllinge  some. 

Yet  had  he  one  sonne  whom  he  loved  tenderly/  him  also  sent 
he  att  the  last  vnto  them  /  sayinge :  they  wyll  fearc  my  sonne. 
But  the  tenauntes  sayde  with  in  them  selves :  Thys  ys  the  hey  re/ 
come  lett  vs  kill  him/  and  the  inheritaunce  shalbe  oures.  And 
they  toke  him  and  killed  him/  and  cast  hym  out  of  the  vinc- 
yarde.  What  shall  then  the  lorde  of  the  vyneyarde  do  ?  He 
will  come  and  distroye  the  tenauntes/  and  let  out  the  vyueyarde 
to  other.  Have  ye  nott  redde  thys  scripture  ?  the  stone  which 
the  bylders  did  refuse/  ys  made  the  chefe  stoone  in  the  corner: 
Thys  was  done  off  the  lorde/  and  ys  marveyllous  in  oure  eyes. 
And  they  went  about  to  take  hym  /  butt  they  feared  the  people. 
For  they  perceaved  that  he  spake  that  similitude  agaynst  them. 
And  they  left  hym  and  went  their  waye. 

And  they  sent  vnto  hym  certayne  off  the  pharises  with  Hcrodes 
servauntes/  to  take  hym  in  hys  wordes.  And  as  sone  as  they 
were  come  /  they  sayd  unto  hym :  master  /  we  knowe  that  thou 
arte  true/  and  careste  for  no  man  :  For  thou  consydcrcste  nott 
the  degree  of  men  /  butt  teacheste  the  waye  off  god  truly  :  Ys  yt 
laufull  to  paye  tribute  to  Cesar  /  or  nott  ?  ought  we  to  geve/  or 
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ought  we  nott  to  geve  ?  He  knewe  their  dissimulacion  /  and 
sayd  vnto  them:  Why  tempte  ye  me?  Brynge  me  a  peny/ 
that  1  mayc  se  yt.  And  they  brought  hym  one.  And  he  sayde 
vnto  them :  Whose  ys  thys  ymage  and  auperscripcion  ?  And 
they  sayde  vnto  hym  /  Cesars.  And  Jesus  answered/  and  sayde 
vnto  them  :  Then  geve  to  Cesar  that  which  belongeth  to  Cesar : 
and  geve  God  that  which  perteyneth  to  God.  And  they  mer- 
vclled  au  hvm . 

And  the  saduccs  cam  vnto  hym/  which  save/  there  is  no  resur¬ 
rection.  And  they  axed  hym  /  aayinge ;  Master  /  Moses  wroote 
vnto  vs  /  yft'  eny  mans  brother  dye  /  and  leve  hys  wyf  /  behynde 
him  /  and  ieve  no  chyldren  :  that  then  hys  brother  shulde  take 
hys  wyfe  /  and  reyse  vppe  seed  vnto  his  brother.  There  were 
seven  brethren  and  the  fyrst  toke  a  wyfe  /  and  when  he  dyed 
leeft  no  see'de  behinde  hym.  -  And  the  seconde  toke  her  /  and 
dyed :  nether  leeft  he  env  seede/  and  the  thyrde  lyke  wyse.  And 
seven  had  her  /  and  leeft  no  seed  behynde  them.  Last  of  all 
the  wyfe  dyed  also.  In  the  resurrecion  then/  when  they  shall 
ryse  agayne :  whose  wyfe  shall  she  be  of  them  ?  For  seven  had 
her  to  wyfe.  Jesus  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  them :  Are  ye 
not  ther  fore  deceaved  be  cause  ye  knowe  not  the  scryptures? 
Nether  the  power  of  God?  For  when  they  shall  ryse  agayne  from 
decth  /  they  nether  mary  /  nor  are  maryed :  butt  are  as  the 
angels  which  are  in  heven.  As  touchy nge  the  deed/  that  they 
shall  ryse  agayne  :  have  ye  nott  redde  in  the  boke  off  Moses/ 
liowe  in  the  busshe  God  spake  vnto  him  sayinge :  I  am  the  God 
of  Abraham  /  and  the  God  of  Ysaae  /  and  the  God  of  Jacob  ?  He 
is  not  the  god  of  the  deed/  butt  the  god  of  the  livynge  /  ye  are 
therfbre  greatly  deceaved . 

And  ther  cam  won  off  the  scrybes/  and  when  he  had  herde 
them  disputynge  to  gedder  /  and  perceaved  that  he  had  answered 
them  well  /  he  axed  hym :  W hich  is  the  fyrste  of  all  the  com- 
tuaundementes?  Jesus  answered  hym:  The  fyrste  of  all  the 
commaundementes  is.  Hcarc  Israhel/  ourc  lorde  God  /  is  wone 
lorde.  And  thou  shaltt  love  thy  lorde  God  with  all  thy  hert  / 
and  with  all  thy  soule  /  and  with  all  thy  mynde  /  and  with  all 
thy  strengthc.  This  is  the  fyrste  commaundemcnt.  And  the 
seconde  is  lyke  vnto  this.  Thou  shall  love  thy  neghbour  /  as 
thy  silfe.  There  is  none  other  comm  aundement  greater  then 
these. 

And  the  scribe  sayde  vnto  hym:  well  master/  thou  hast  sayde 
the  truthe  /  thatt  there  ys  one  God  /  and  that  there  is  none  but 
he.  And  to  love  hym  with  all  the  herte/  and  with  all  the  mynde/ 
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and  with  all  the  soule  /  and  with  all  the  strengthe.  And  to  love 
a  mans  nehbour  as  hym  silfe  /  ys  a  greater  thynge  then  all 
holocaustes  and  sacrifises.  And  when  Jesus  sawe  howe  that  lie 
answered  discretly  /  he  sayd  vnto  hym :  Thou  arte  nott  farre 
from  the  kyngdome  of  god.  And  no  man  after  that  durst  axe 
hym  eny  question. 

And  Jesus  answered/  and  savd  teachynge  in  the  temple: 
howe  saye  the  scribes  /  that  chnst  is  the  sonne  off  David  ?  for 
David  hym  silfe  inspyred  with  the  holy  goost  sayd :  The  lorde 
sayde  to  my  lorde  /  sytt  on  ray  right  honde  tyll  I  make  thyne 
enemys  thy  fote  stole.  Then  Davidliym  silfe  calletli  hym  lorde  / 
and  by  what  meanes  ys  he  then  his  sonne?  And  moche  people 
herdc  hym  gladly. 

And  he  sayd  vnto  them  in  his  doctrine:  be  ware  off  the 
scribes  which  love  to  goo  in  longe  /  clothynge :  and  love  saluta- 
cions  in  the  market  places  /  and  the  chefe  scates  in  the  sinagogcs/ 
and  to  sit  in  the  vppermost  roumes  att  feastes/  and  devoare 
widowes  bouses  /  and  vnder  a  colour  praye  longe  prayers.  These 
shall  have  greater  damnacion. 

And  J esus  sat  over  agay nst  the  treasury  /  and  behddc  howe 
the  people  putt  money  into  the  treasury.  And  many  that  were 
ryche/  castinmoch.  And  there  cam  a  certayne  povre  widowe/ 
and  she  threwe  in  two  mytes/  whichc  make  a  far  thynge.  And 
he  called  vnto  hym  his  disciples  /  and  sayd  vnto  them  :  Verely 
1  saye  vnto  you  /  that  thys  povre  widowe  hath  cast  moare  in  / 
then  alt  they  which  have  caste  into  the  treasury.  For  they  all 
putt  in  off  their  superflutte :  But  she  off  her  poverte  /  cast  in 
all  tliat  she  had  /  even  all  her  livynge. 

©je  puj.  Cfjapttr. 

A  ND  as  he  went  out  of  the  temple  /  won  of  his  disciples  sayd 
vnto  hym:  Master/  se  what  stones/  and  what  bildynges 
are  here.  And  Jesus  answered  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  Seist  thou 
these  greate  byldynges.  There  shall  not  be  leefte  one  stone  apon 
another  /  that  shall  not  be  throwen  doune. 

And  as  be  sate  on  mounte  olivete  over  agenst  the  temple  / 
Peter  and  James  and  Jhon  and  Andrewc  axed  hym  secretly  / 
tell  vs  when  these  thinges  shalbe  ?  And  what  is  the  signe  /  when 
all  these  thinges  shalbe  fulfilled  ?  And  Jesus  answered  them  / 
and  began  to  saye  :  Take  hede  lest  eny  man  deceave  you.  For 
many  shall  come  in  my  name  sayinge :  I  am  Christ  /  And  shall 
deceave  many. 
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When  vc  shall  heare  off  warre/  and  tydinges  off  warre/  be  ye 
not  troubled.  For  they  muste  nedes  be.  Butt  the  ende  is  nott 
yctt.  For  there  shall  nacion  aryse  agaynste  nacion  /  and  realme 
agaynste  realme.  And  there  shalbe  ertnquakes/  in  all  quarters  / 
and  fumysshment/  and  troubles.  These  are  the  begynnynge  off 

sorowes. 

Butt  take  ye  hede  to  youre  selves.  For  they  shall  brynge  you 
vppe  to  the  counsels  and  into  the  synagogues/  and  ye  shalbe 
beeten  /  and  ye  shalbe  brought  before  rulers  and  kynges  /  for  my 
sake  /  for  a  testimonial!  vnto  them.  And  the  gospell  muste 
fyrstc  be  »u  bly sshed  amonge  all  nacions. 

Butt  when  they  leade  you  and  presentt  you  take  noo  thought/ 
afore  honde  what  ye  shall  saye/  nether  yrnagion :  butt  what¬ 
soever  is  geven  you  att  the  same  tyme/  that  speake.  For  it 
shall  nott  be  ye  that  shall  speake  /  butt  the  holy  goost.  Ye  and 
the  brother  shall  delyvre  the  brother  to  deeth.  And  the  father 
the  sonne  /  And  the  ohyldren  shall  rysc  agaynste  their  fathers 
and  mothers  /  and  shall  putt  them  to  deeth.  And  ye  shalbe 
hated  off  all  men  for  my  names  sake.  Butt  whosoever  shall 
endure  vnto  the  ende  shalbe  safe. 

Moreover  when  ye  se  the  abominable  dcsolacion/  where  off 
is  spoken  by  Daniel  the  prophete/ stonde  were  itt  ought  nott/ 
left  hym  that  redeth  it  vnderstonde  itt.  Then  let  them  which  be 
in  iewry  /  fle  to  the  mountaynes.  And  let  hym  that  is  on  the 
housse  toppe  /  nott  desceude  doune  into  the  houssc  /  nether 
cutrc  there  in  /  to  fetche  eny  thngc  oute  off  his  housse.  And 
left  hym  thatt  is  in  the  feldc /  not  tourne  backe  agaync  vnto  tho 
Ihyuges  which  he  leefte  behynde  hym/  for  to  take  his  cloothes 
with  hym.  Butt  woo  is  then  to  them  that  are  with  chylde/  and 

to  them  tliat  geve  soucke  in  thoosedayes.  But  praye/  that  youre 
flvght  be  not  in  the  wynter.  For  there  shalbe  in  those  dayes 
suche  tribulacion  /  as  was  not  from  the  begynnynge  off  creatures/ 
which  God  created  /  vnto  this  tyme  /  nether  shalbe.  And  excepte 
that  the  lord  had  shortened  those  dayes/  no  man  shulde  be 
saved  /  But  for  the  electes  sake  /  which  he  hath  chosen  /  he  hath 
shortened  thoose  dayes. 

And  then  /  yff  eny  man  save  vnto  you  ;  loo  /  here  is  Christ  / 
loo  /  he  is  there/  beleve  nott.  For  falce  christes  shall  aryse/  and 
falce  prophetes/  And  shall  she  we  myraclcs  and  wonders/  to 
deceave  yf  it  were  possible/  evyn  the  electe.  But  take  ye  hede  / 
beholde  I  have  shewed  you  all  thinges  before. 

Moreover  in  thoose  dayes  after  that  tribulacion/  the  sunne 
shall  wexe  darke  /  and  the  monc  shall  not  geve  her  light  /  and 
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the  starres  off  hcvcn  shall  fall/  And  the  powers  which  are  in 
heven  >  shall  move.  And  then  shall  they  se  the  sonne  of  man 
commynge  in  the  eloudcs/  with  grcate  power  and  glory.  And 
then  snail  he  sende  his  angels/  and  shall  gaddre  to  gedder  his 
electe  from  the  fouare  wyndes/  and  from  the  one  ende  off  the 
worldc  to  the  other. 

Learne  a  similitude  of  the  fygge  tree.  When  his  braunches 
are  yett  tender/  and  hath  brought  forthe  leves/  ye  knowe  /  that 
sommer  ys  neare.  So  in  lyke  maner  when  ye  sc  these  thinges 
come  to  passe/  vnderstond/  that  it  ys  nye  even  att  the  dores. 
Veroly  I  saye  vnto  you  /  that  thys  generation  shall  not  passe  tyll 
all  these  thynges  be  done.  Heven  and  erth  shall  passe  /  butt  my 
wordes  shall  nott  passe.  Butt  of  the  daye  and  the  hourc' 
knoweth  no  man:  no  nott  the  angels  which  are  in  heven :  nether 
the  sonne  hym  silfe/  save  the  father  only. 

Take  hede/  watch/  .and  praye/  for  ye  knowe  nott  when  the 
tyme  ys.'  As  aman  which  ys  gone  into  a  straungecountrey  and 
hath  lefte  hys  housse/  and  geven  auctorite  to  hys  servaunt.es/ 
and  to  every  man  hys  worker  and  commaunded  the  porter  to 
watche.  Watche  therfore/  for  ye  knowe  not/  when  the  master 
of  the  housse  wyll  come/  whether  att  even  /  or  at  mydnyght/ 
whether  alt  the  cocke  crowynge/  or  in  the  daunyngc :  lest  vff 
he  come  sodenly/  he  shulde  fyndc  you  slepynge.  And  that  I 
saye  vnto  you/  I  saye  vnto  all  men  /  watche. 


pit).  Chapter. 

A  FTER  two  dayes  folowed  ester/  and  the  dayes  of  swete 
breed.  And  the  bye  prestes  and  scrybes  sought  meanes / 
howc  they  myght  take  nym  by  crafte  and  putt  hym  to  dccth. 
Butt  lliey  sayde:  nott  on  the  feaste  daye/  leest  *eny  busynes 
aryse  amonge  the  people . 

When  he  was  in  bethania/  in  the  housse  off  Simon  the  leper/ 
even  as  he  sate  att  meate/  there  coma  woman  with  an  alablaster 
boxe  of  oyntement/  called  narde/  that  was  pure  and  costly  /  and 
she  brake  the  boxe  and  powred  it  on  his  heed.  There  were 
some  that disdayned  in  themselves/  and  sayde:  what  neded  tins 
waste  of  oyntment?  For  it  myght  have  bene  soolde  lor  more 
then  two  houndred  pens/  and  bene  geven  vnto  the  povre.  And 
they  grudged  agaynst  her. 

And  Jesus  sayd :  lett  her  be  in  reest/  wliy  greve  vc  her  ?  She 
hath  done  a  goodc  worke  on  me.  Ye/  and  ye  shall  have  povre 
with  you  all  wayes :  and  when  soever  ye  will  /  ye  maye  do  them 
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goodc:  butt  me  ye  slial  not  have  alwayes.  She  hath  done  that 
she  coulde  :  she  cam  a  fore  honde  to  anoynt  my  boddy  to  his 
buryinge  warde.  Vcroly  I  sayc  vnto  you:  wheresoever  thys 
gospell  shalbe  preached  thorow  out  the  whole  worlde:  thys  also 
that  she  hath  done/  shalbe  rehearsed  in  rcmcmbrauncc  other. 

And  judas  Iscarioth/  won  off  the  twelve/  went  awave  vnto 
the  hye  prestes/  to  betraye  him  vnto  them.  When  they  horde 
that/  they  were,  gladder  and  promised  that  they  wolde  geve  hym 
money.  And  he  sought/  howe  he  inyght  eonvenyently  betraye 
hym. 

And  the  first  daye  of  swete  breed/  when  they  offered  the 
pascal  lainbe  /  his  disciples  sayd  vnto  hym  :  where  wylt  thou  that 
we  goo  and  prepare  that  thou  mayste  eate  the  ester  lambe  ?  And 
he  sent  fourth  two  of  his  disciples  /  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  Goo 
ye  into  the  cite/  and  there  shall  a  man  mete  you  beringe  a 
pitcher  of  water/  folowc  hym  :  And  whidthersoever  he  goetli  in  / 
saye  yc  to  the  good  man  off  the  housse :  The  master  axeth  where 
is  the  geest  chambro/  where  1  shall  eate  the  ester  lambe  with 
my  disciples.  And  he  wyll  shewe  you  a  greate  parlour  /  paved  / 
and  prepared  :  there  make  reddy  for  vs.  And  his  disciples  went 
forth/  and  cam  in  to  the  cite/  and  foundc  as  he  had  sayd  vnto 
them  /  and  made  reddv  the  ester  lambe. 

V 

And  att  even/  he  cam  with  the  twelve.  And  as  they  sate  att 
borde  and  ate/  Jesus  sayde:  Verly  I  saye  vnto  you  :  that  won 
off  you  shall  betraye  me/  which  eateth  with  me.  And  they  be¬ 
gan  to  momc  /  and  to  saye  to  hym  won  by  won  :  ys  it  I  ?  And 
another  sayde :  Ys  it  I  ?  he  answered  /  and  sayd  vnto  them  :  It 
is  won  of  the  .xij.  and  the  same  depeth  with  me  in  the  platter. 
The  son ne  of  man  goetli  /  as  it  is  written  of  hym :  but  woo  lie  to 
that  man/  bv  whpme  the  sonne  of  man  is  betrayed.  Goode  were 
hitt  for  liym  /  if  that  man  had  never  bone  borne. 

And  as  they  ate/  Jesus  toke  breede/  gave  thankes/  brake  it 
and  gave  it  to  them  and  sayd :  Take/  eate/  Thys  ys  my  body. 
And  he  toke  the  coppe/  gave  thankes/  and  gave  it  to  them/  and 
they  drouke  all  off  it/  And  he  sayde  vnto  them;  Thys  ys 
my  bloudc  of  the  newe  testament/  which  shalbe  sheed  for  many. 
Verelv  I  sayc  vnto  you :  I  wyll  drynke  no  mooreoff  thys  frute  off 
thevyne/  vntyU  that  daye  /  that  l  shall  clrynke  it  newe  in  the 
kyngdom  of  god.  And  when  they  had  sayd  grace/  they  went 
out  in  to  the  mount  olivete. 

And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  :  All  ye  shalbe  hurtt  thorowe  me 
thys  nyght/  For  it  is  written:  I  wyll  smyte  the  shepheerd/  and 
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the  slieepe  shalbe  scattered*  Butt  after  that  I  am  rysen  agayne 
I  wyll  goo  into  galile  before  you*  Peter  sayde  vnto  hym  :  And 
though  all  men  shulde  be  burte  /  yett  wolde  nott  I.  And  Jesus 
sayd  vnto  hym  :  Verely  I  saye  vnto  the  thys  daye  even  in  thys 
nyght/  before  the  cockc  crowe  twyse /  thou  shaft  deney  me  thryse. 
And  he  spake  boJdlyer :  no/  if  I  shulde  dey  with  die  / 1  woll  not. 
deny  the  Lyke  wyse  also  sayd  they  all. 

And  they  cam  in  to  a  place  named  gethsemani/  And  he  sayde 
to  his  disciples :  Sitt  ye  here/  whyll  I  goo  aparte  and  praye. 
And  he  toke  with  hym  Peter/  James/  and  Jhon/  and  he  began 
to  waxe  abasshede  and  to  be  in  au  agony.  And  sayde  vnto  them : 
My  soule  is  very  bevy  even  vnto  the  deeth/  tary  here  and 
watche.  And  he  went  forth  a  lytle  and  fell  donnne  on  the 
grounde  and  prayede/  That  yf  it  were  possible/  the  hourc  myght 
passe  from  hym/  And  he  sayde:  Abba  father/  all  thinges  are 
possible  vnto  the  /  take  awaye  this  cuppe  from  me.  neverthelesse 
nott  that  I  wyll  /  butt  that  ihowe  wilt  be  done. 

And  he  cam/  and  founde  them  slepinge/  and  sayd  to  Peter : 
Simon  slepest  thou  ?  Coudest  not  thou  watche  with  me  one 
houre ?  watche  ye/  and  praye/  Icest  ye  entre  i nto  temptacion/ 
the  spretc  is  redy  /  but the  flesslie  is  weeke.  And  agayne  he  went 

awaye  and  prayde/  and  spake  the  same  wordes.  And  lie  re¬ 
turned  and  founde  them  aslepe  agayne/  for  their  eyes  were  hevy : 
nether  coulde  they  tell  what  they  myght  answere  to  hvm.  And 
he  cam  the  thyrde  tyme/  and  sayd  vnto  them :  slope  hens  forth 
and  take  your  ease.  Itys  ynough.  The  houre  is  come/  Beholde 
the  sonjie  of  man  shalbe  deiyvred  into  the  hondes  of  synners. 
Ryse  vppe/  lei  vs  goo /  Loo  he  that  betrayeth  me/  is  come 
nye. 

And  immediatly  whill  he  yett  spake  cam  Judas/  won  off  the 
twelve  /  and  with  hyme  a  greatc  nomber  off  people  with  sweardes 
and  staves  from  the  hye  prestes  and  scribes  and  seniours.  He 
that  betrayed  hym  /  gave  them  a  generall  token  /  savinge :  who¬ 
soever  1  do  kisse/  he  it  is/  take  hym/  and  leade  hym  awaye 
warely.  And  as  sone  as  he  was  come/  he  went  streignt  wave  to 
him/  And  sayd  vnto  hym:  master/  master/  and  kissed  him. 
And  they  leyde  their  hondes  on  him.  and  tokc  him.  Won  off 
them  that  stode  by  drue  out  a  swearde  /  and  smote  a  servaunt 
off  the  hye  preste  /  and  cutt  off  hys  eare. 

And  Jesus  answered  and  sayd  vnto  them:  ye  cam  out  as  vnto 
a  thefe  with  sweardes  and  with  staves  ffor  to  take  me/  I  was 
dayly  with  you  in  the  temple  teachinge/  and  ye  toke  me  not/ 
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but  that  the  scriptures  shulde  be  fulfilled  :  aud  they  all  forsoke 
hym  and  mnne  awaye.  And  there  was  a  certeyne  yonge  man 
thatt folowed  hym  clootlied  in  iinnen  apon  the  bare/  and  the 
yonge  men  caught  hym/  and  he  lefte  his  lynnen  and  fieed  from 

them  nakccd. 


And  they  lcedde  Jesus  awaye  to  the  hyest  preste  off  all  /  and 
to  hym  came  ail  the  hye  prestes/  and  the  seniours/  and  the 
scribes.  Aud  Peter  folowed  a  great  waye  of  even  into  the 
pally s  of  the  hye  preste/  and  he  was  there  and  sat  with  the 
servauntes/  and  warmed  hymsilfe  att  the  fyre. 

Aud  the  hye  prestes  and  all  the  counsell  sought  for  witnes 
agaynste  Jesu/  to  putt  hym  to  deeth/  And  they  founde  noone, 
Yett  many  bare  ftucc  witnes  agaynste  hym  /  butt  their  witnes 
agreed  not  to  gedder.  And  there  aroose  certayne  and  brought 
falee  witnes  againste  hym  /  sayinge :  We  herde  hym  saye :  I  wyll 
destroy  this  temple  made  with  nondes/  and  with  in  thre  dayes 
I  wyll  hilde  another  made  with  out  hondes,  And  there  witnes 


aggreed  not  to  gedder. 

And  the  hyeste  preste  stode  vppe  before  them  all/  and  axed 
Jesus  sayinge:  answerest  thou  nothinge?  Howe  is  it  that  these 
beare  witnes  agaynst  the?  And  he  helde  his  peace/  and  an¬ 
swered  noothynge.  Agayne  the  hyeste  preste  axed  hym/  and 
sayde  vnto  hym :  Arte  thou  Christ  the  sonne  off  the  blessed  ? 
Aud  Jesus  sayde :  1  am.  And  ye  shall  sc  the  sonne  off  man  sitt 
on  the  rygkt  honde  of  power/  and  come  in  the  cloudes  off 
heven.  Then  the  hyest  preste  rent  his  clooothes  and  sayd :  what 
nede  we  eny  further  of  witnes?  ye  have  herde  the  blasphemy/ 
what  thinkc  yc?  And  they  all  gave  sentence  that  he  was 
worthy  of  deeth.  And  some  began  to  spit  at  hyin/  and  to  cover 
his  face  /  and  to  bet  hym  with  their  fistes/  and  to  saye  vnto  him 
arede  vnto  vs.  And  the  servauntes  boffeted  him  on  the  face. 


And  Peter  was  bcnccth  in  the  pallys/  and  there  cam  won  off 
the  wenches  off  the  hyest  preste/  And  when  she  sawe  Petre 
warmynge  hym  silfe/  she  loked  on  hym/  and  sayd:  vast  not 
thou  also  with  Jesus  of  Nazaretli?  And  he  denyed  it  sayinge: 
I  knowe  hym  not/  nether  wott  I  what  thou  saye&t :  And  he  went 
out  in  to  the  poorche/  and  the  cocke  crewe.  And  a  damsel) 
sawe  liym  /  and  agayne  began  to  saye  to  them  that  stode  by  / 
thys  ys  won  of  them.  And  he  denyed  yt  agayne.  And  anon 
after/  agayne  they  that  stode  by  /  sayde  to  Peter :  suerly  thou 
arte  won  off  them  /  for  thou  arte  of  galile  /  and  thy  speache  agreth 
ther to.  And  he  began  to  cou  rsse  and  to  sweare  /  sayinge  /  I 
knowe  uolt  thys  man  off  whom  ye  speake.  And  agayne  the 
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cocke  crewe.  And  Peter  remerabred  the  worde  that  Jesus  savd 

U 

vnto  him:  before  the  cocke  crowe  twyse  tliou  sha.lt  deny  me 
tbryse  /  and  began  to  wepe. 


Cf)t  fb.  Chapter, 


A  ND  anon  in  the  dawnynge  heelde  the  hye  prestes  a  counsell 
with  the  seniours  and  the  scribes/  And  also  the  whoole 
congregacion  /  and  boundc  Jesus  and  leddc  hym  awaye  /  and 
delyvered  hym  to  Pilate.  And  Pilate  axed  hym :  Arte  thou  the 
kynge  off  the  Jewes  ?  And-he  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  hym : 
thou  sayest  yt.  And  the  hye  prestes  accused  hym  off  many 
thynges.  Pylate  axed  hym  agayne  sayinge:  Auswercst  thou 
nothynge :  Behoolde  howe  many  thinges  they  lay  vnto  thy  charge? 
Jesus  yett  answered  never  a  worde  /  so  that  Pilate  raervelcd. 

Att  the  feast  Pilate  was  wont  to  dclyvre  att  tlieir  pleasure  a 
presoner  :  whomsoever  they  wolde  desyre.  And  there  was  one 
named  Barrabas/  whichc  I  aye  boundc  with  them/  that  caused 
in  surrection  /  and  in  the  in  surrection  committed  murther.  And 
the  people  called  vnto  hym/  and  began  to  desyre  off  hym/ 
accordinge  as  he  had  ever  done  vnto  them,  Pylate  answered 
them  /  and  sayd  :  Wyll  ye  that  I  loose  vnto  you  the  kynge  off  the 
Jewes?  For  he  knewe  that  the  hye  prestes  had  delyvered  hym 
off  envy.  Butt  the  hye  prestes  had  moved  the  people  that  he 
shulde  rather  delyvre  Barrabas  vnto  them, 

Pylate  answered  agayne  /  and  sayd  vnto  them :  What  wyll 
ye  then  that  I  do  with  hym  /  whom  ye  call  the  kynge  of  the 
Jewes?  And  they  cry ed  agayne:  crucify  hym.  Pylate  sayde 
vnto  them:  What  harme  hath  he  done?  And  they  cry  ed  the 
moore  fervently:  crucifi  hym.  Pylate  willinge  to  content  the 
people/ loused  Barrabas/  And  delyvered  Jesus  scourged  for  to 
be  crueifyed. 

And  the  souddeers  ledde  hym  awaye  in  to  the  commen  hall/ 
and  called  togedder  all  the  whoole  multitude/  and  they  clothed 
hym  with  purple  /  and  they  plated  a  croune  off  thorncs  and 
crooned  hym  with  all  /  And  began  to  salute  hym :  hayl  kynge 
off  the  Jewes.  And  they  sinoote  hym  on  the  heed  with  a  rede/ 
and  spatt  apon  hym/  and  kueled  doune  and  worsheped  hym. 

And  when  they  had  moocked  him  /  they  tokc  the  purple  off 
him/  and  put  his  awne  cloothes  on  him/  and  leddc  him  oute/ 
to  crucify  nim.  And  they  compelled  won  that  passed  by  called 
Simon  or  cerene  (which  cam  oute  of  the  felde/  and  was  father  off 
Alexander  and  Rufus)  to  beare  hys  crosse.  And  they  brought 
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him  to  a  place  named  Golgotha  (which  is  by  interpretacion/  the 
place  of  deed  mens  scoulles)  and.they  gave  him  to  drynke  wyne 
mvngled  with  tnirre/  butt  he  receavcd  it  not. 

And  when  they  had.  crucified  hym/  they  parted  hys  gar- 
mentes  /  castinge  loottes  for  them/  what  every  man  shulde 
have.  And  it  was  aboute  the  thyrde  lioure  /  and  they  crucifyed 
hym:  And  the  title  of  the  cause  of  hys  deeth  was  wry tten  / 
The  kynge  of  tlxe  lewis.  And  they  crucifycd  with  him  two 
theves :  the  one  on  his  ryght  honde  /  and  the  other  on  hys  lifte 
hondc.  And  the  scripture  was  fulfilled  /  which  sayeth :  and  he 
was  counted  amonge  the  wicked. 

And  they  that  went  by/  rayled  on  hym  :  waggynge  their 
heede9/  and  sayinge:  A  wretche/  that  destroyest  the  temple 
and  byldest  yt  in  thre  dayes.  Save  thy  silfe/  and  come  doune 
from  the  crosse.  Lyke  wyse  also  mocked  him  the  liye  preestes 
amonge  themselves  whyth  the  scribes/  and  sayde:  He  saved 
other  men/ hym  silfe  he  cannot  save.  Lett  Christ  the  kynge 
of  Israel  nowc  descende  from  the  crosse/  that  we  maveseand 
beleve.  And  they  that  were  crucified  with  him  /  checked  hym  also. 

And  when  the  sixte  houre  was  come/  darknes  aroose  over 
all  the  erth/  vntyll  the  nynthe  lioure.  And  att  the  nynthe 
lioure  Jesus  cryed  with  a  loude  voyce/  sayinge:  Eloi/  Eloi/ 
la  ina  sabaththani/  wliich  is  yf  it  be  interpreted:  my  god/ my 
god/  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?  And  some  off  them  that 
stode  by  when  they  herde  that  sayde:  behoolde  he  calleth 
for  Helias.  And  won  ran  /  and  filled  a  sponge  full  off  veneger/ 
and  putt  yt  on  a  rede/  and  gave  it  hym  to  drynke/  sayinge; 
left  hym  alone/  let  vs  se  whither  Helias  wyll  come  and  take 
hym  dounc. 

Butt  Jesus  cryed  with  a  loude  voyce/  and  gave  vppe  the 
goostc.  And  the  vayle  off  the  temple  did  rent  in  two  parties/ 
from  the  top  pc  to  the  boottome.  And  the  vnder  captayne  which 
stode  before  hym  sawe  that  he  so  cryed  and  gave  vppe  the  goostc/ 
and  he  sayd :  truely  this  man  was  the  sonne  of  god.  There  were 
also  wemen  a  good  waye  of  beholdinge  him  /  amonge  whom  was 
Mary  magdalen  /  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James  the  lytle  and  of 
Joses/  and  Mary  Salome,  which  alsoo  when  he  was  in  galile/ 
folowcd  hym/  and  ministred  vnto  him  /  and  many  other  wemen 
which  cam  vppe  with  hym  to  hierusalem. 

And  nowe  when  nyght  was  come  (because  it  was  the  even  that 
goetJi  before  the  saboth)  Joseph  of  arimatliia  a  noble  senatour 
(which  also  loked  for  the  kyngdom  of  god)  cam  And  went  booldly 
vnto  Pvlate/  and  begged  the  boddy  off.  Jesu  /  Pylate  mervelea 
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that  he  was  alredy  deed  and  called  vnto  hym  the  vnder  captayne 
and  axed  of  him  /  whether  he  had  bene  eny  whyle  deed.  And 
when  he  knewe  the  trueth  off  the  vuder  captayne  /  he  gave  the 
boddy  to  Joseph.  And  he  bought  a  linnen  cloothe /  and  toke  hym 
doune  and  wrapped  hym  in  the  lynnen  cloothe/  and  lavde  hym 
in  a  tom  be/  that  was  hewen  oute  of  the  rocke.  And  roolled  a 
stone  vnto  the  dore  off  the  sepulcre.  And  Mary  magdalen  and 
Mary  Jose  beheld  where  he  was  layde. 


Ci)t  Chapter. 


AND 

TiA  r 


when  the  sabboth  daye  was  past/  Mary  magdalen/  and 
Mary  Jacobi/  and  Salome/  bought  oyntmcntes/  that  they 
myght  come  and  anoynt  him .  And  yerly  in  the  moruinge  the  next 
daye  after  the  sabboth  day  they  cam  vnto  the  sepulcre  /  when  the 
sun  was  risen  /  And  they  said  won  to  another :  who  shall  rolle 
awaye  the  stone  from  the  dore  off  the  sepulcre  ?  And  when  they 
behelde  yt /  they  sawehow  the  stone  was  rolled  awaye.  For  it 
was  a  very  great  won  /  and  they  went  in  to  the  sepulcre  /  and  sawe 
a  yonge  man/  sittinge  on  the  ryght  syde/  cloothed  in  a  longe 
white  garment  /  and  they  were  abasshed. 

He  sayd  vnto  them/  be  nott  affray ed/  yc  seke  Jesus  of  naza¬ 
reth/which  was  crucified.  He  ys  rysen/  he  ys  nott  here.  Be- 
hoolde  the  place/  where  they  putt  hym.  Butt  goyourewaye/ 
and  tell  his  disciples  /  and  namly  Peter/  that  he  is  goone  before 
you  in  to  golilc/  there  shall  ye  se  hym/  as  he  sayde  vnto  you. 
And  they  went  oute  quicly  and  fleed  from  the  sepulcre.  For 
they  trembled  and  were  amased/  Nether  said  they  eny  thinge 
to  eny  man  /  for  they  were  afrayed . 

When  Jesus  was  risen  the  morowe  after  the  sabboth  daye/ 
he  appered  fyrst  to  Mary  magdalen  /  oute  off  whom  he  cast  seven 
devyls.  And  she  went/  and  toolde  them  that  were  with  hym  /  as 
they  morned  and  weppte.  And  when  they  herde/that  he  was 
alive/  and  had  appiered  to  her:  they  beleved  it  not.  After 
that/  he  appered  unto  two  of  them  in  a  straunge  figure/ 
as  they  walked/  and  went  in  to  the  country.  And  they 
went  /  and  toolde  it  to  the  re  mnaunt.  And  they  beleved  them 
nether. 

After  that  he  appered  unto  the  eleven  as  they  sate  at  meate : 
and  cast  in  their  tethe  their  vnbelefe/  and  hardnes  off  hert.c : 
be  cause  they  beleved  not  them  which  had  sene  hym  after  his 
resurreccion.  And  he  sayd  vnto  them.  Goo  ye  in  to  all  the 
woorlde  /  and  preache  the  gospel)  to  all  creaturs :  Whosoever 
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beleveth  /  and  ys  baptised  /  shalbe  safe  :  And  whosoever  beleveth 
uott/  shalbe  dampned. 

And  these  signes  shall  folowe  them  that  beleve  ;  In  my  name 
they  shall  cast  oute  devyls/  and  shall  speake  with  newe  tonges  / 
and  shall  kill  serpentes.  And  yf  they  drynke  cny  dedly  thynge/ 
yt  shall  nott  hurte  them.  They  shall  laye  their  hondes  on  the  sike/ 
and  they  shall  recovre. 

So  then  when  the  lorde  had  spoken  vnto  them  he  was  re- 
c caved  in  to  heven/  and  sate  on  the  right  honde  of  god. 

And  they  went  forth  /  and  preached  every  where  / 

And  the  lorde  wroght  with  them/  And 
confirmed  their  preachynge  with  myra- 

cles  that  folowed. 


Che  erifce  of  the  <5otfpeIt 

of  ffiarfer. 


(Sogpell  off a.  Unite. 


as  moche  as  many  have  taken  in  liornl 
to  compyle  a  treates  off  thoo  thynges/  which 
arc  surely  knowen  amongc  vs/  even  as  they 
declared  them  vnto  vs/  which  from  the  begyn- 
ynge  sawe  them  with  their  eyes/  and  were 
ministers  at  the  doyng  :  I  determined  -also  / 
as  sone  as  I  had  searched  out  diligently  all 
thinges  from  the  begynynge  /  that  then  1  wolde 
wryte  vnto  the/  gootle  Theophilus/  that  thou 
myghtest  knowe  the  certente  off  thoo  thinges  / 
whereof  thou  arte  informed. 

toxiX  Chapter. 

TN  the  tyme  of  Hcrode  kynge  of  iewry/  there  was  a  certayne 
■**  prest  named  Zacarias/  off  the  course  of  Abie.  And  his  wyfc 
was  of  the  doughters  of  Aaron  :  And  her  name  was  Elizabeth. 
Booth  were  perfect  before  God/  and  walked  in  all  the  lawes 
and  ordinacions  of  the  lorde  that  no  man  coulde  fy’nde  fawte 
with  them.  And  they  had  no  childe/  because  that  Elisabeth 
was  barren  /  And  booth  were  well  stricken  in  age. 

Hit  cam  to  passe/  as  he  executed  the  prestes  office/  before 
god  as  his  course  cam  (accordinge  to  the  custome  of  the  prestes 
office)  his  lott  was  to  bren  odoures/  And  went  into  the  temple  of 
the  lorde/  and  all  the  multitude  of  people  were  with  out  in  their 
prayers  whill  the  odoures  were  abrennynge.  There  appered  vnto 
nim  the  lordes  angell/  stondinge  on  the  right  syde  off  the  aultre 
off  odours.  And  when  Zacharias  sawe  hym  /  he  was  abasshed 
and  feare  cam  on  hym. 

The  angell  sayde  vnto  hym  :  feare  not  Zacary:  ffor thy  prayer 
is  herde:  And  thy  wyfe  Helyzabeth  shall  beare  the  a  sonne/ 
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ami  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jhon/  And  thou  shaltt  have  ioye 
and  glad  ties/  And  many  shall  reioyce  att  his  birth.  For  he 
shalbe  greate  in  the  sight  off  god  /  and  shall  nether  drynke  wyne 
tier  stronge  drynke.  And  he  shalbe  filled  with  the  holy  goost 
even  in  his  mothers  woombe :  And  many  off  the  chyldren  off 
Israhel  shall  he  lourne  to  their  lorde  God.  And  he  shall  goo 
before  hym  in  the  sprete  and  power  off  Helyas  to  tourne  the 
lierttes  off  the  fathers  to  their  chyldren/  and  the  vnbeleveres 
to  the  wisdom  off  the  iuste  men ;  to  make  the  people  redy  ffor 
the  lorde. 

And  Zacary  sayde  vnto  the  angell:  Wherby  shall  I  know 
this?  seinge  that  1  am  olde /  and  my  wyfc  well  stricken  in 
yeares.  And  the  angell  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  I  am 
Gabrieli  that  stonde  in  the  presens  off  God/  and  am  seott  to 
speake  vnto  the:  and  to  shewe  the  this  glad  tydinges.  And 
take  liede  thou  shalt  be  domme/  and  not  able  to  speake  vntyll 
the  t.yme  that  these  thinges  be  performed/  because  thou  be- 
leve/lst  not  my  wordes/  which  shalbe  fulfilled  in  there  season. 

Ann  the  people  way  ted  for  Zacareas/  and  mervelled  that  he 
taryed  in  the  temple.  When  he  cam  oute  he  couide  not  speake 
vnto  them.  And  they  pcrccaved /  that  he  had  sene  some  vision 
in  the  temple.  And  he  beckened  vnto  them  /  and  remayned 

speachlesse. 

And  it  fortuned  /  as  sone  as  the  tyme  off  his  office  was  oute/ 

V  _ 

lie  departed  home  in  to  his  awne  housse.  Affter  tlioose  dayes/ 
his  wife  KHzabeth  conceaved/  and  hid  her  silfe  .v.  monethes/ 
saynge :  This  wvse  hath  god  dealte  with  me  in  the  dayes  when 
he  loked  on  me/  to  take  from  me  the  rebuke  that  I  suffered 
among©  men. 

Aud  in  the  .vi.  moneth  the  angell  Gabryel  was  sent  from  god 
vnto  a  cite  off  galile/  named  nazareth/  to  a  virgin  spoused  to  a 
man/  whose  name  was  Joseph/  of  the  housse  of  David/  and  the 
virgins  name  was  Mary.  And  the  angell  went  in  vnto  her/ and 
sayde:  Hayle  full  of  grace/  the  lorde  is  with  the  :  blessed  arte 
thou  among©  wemen .  When  she  sawe  hym  /  she  was  abasshed 
att  his  savnge  :  and  cast  in  her  mynde  what  maner  of  salutacion 
that  sh  tilde  be.  And  the  angell  sayde  vnto  her :  feare  not 
Mary  /  thou  hast  foundc  grace  with  god.  Loo :  thou  shalt  con- 
ceave  in  thy  wonibe/  and  shalt  beare  a  chtlde/  and  shalt  call 
his  name  Jesus.  He  shalbe  greate/  and  shalbe  called  the  sonne 
off  the  liyest.  And  the  lorde  god  shall  geve  vnto  hym  the  seate 
off  his  father  David/  And  he  shall  raygne  over  the  house  off 
Jacob  forever/  and  of  his  kyngdom  shalbe  none  ende. 
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Then  sayd  Mary  vnto  the  angell :  Howe  shall  this  be  /  seinge 
that  I  knowe  no  man?  And  the  angell  answered  /  and  sayd  vnto 
her :  The  holy  goost  shall  come  apon  the  /  and  the  power  off  the 
hyest  shall  over  shaddowe  the,  Therfore  also  that  holy  thynge 
which  shall  be  borne/  shalbe  called  the  sonne  of  god.  And 
rnarke/  thy  cosen  Elizabeth/  hath  also  conceaved  a  sonne  in  her 
olde  age.  And  this  is  the  .vj.  moneth  to  her  /  which  was  called 
barren  /  for  with  god  shall  nothinge  be  vnpossible.  Mary  sayd  : 
beholde  tire  honde  mayden  off  the  lorde  t  be  it  vnto  me  even  as 
thou  hast  sayde.  And  the  angell  departed  from  her. 

Mary  arose  in  thoose  dayes/  and  went  in  to  the  mountayns 
with  hast  into  a  cite  off  iewry/  and  entred  in  to  the  house  off 
Zacary/  and  saluted  Elizabeth.  And  it  fortuned/  as  Elizabeth 
herde  the  salutacion  of  Mary  /  the  babe  spronge  in  her  belly. 
And  Elizabeth  was  filled  with  the  holy  goost/  and  cryed  with  a 
loude  voyce/  and  sayde  :  Blessed  arte  thou  among  wemen/  and 
blessed  is  the  frute  off  thy  wombe.  And  whens  hapeneth  this 
to  me  /  that  the  mother  off  my  lorde  shulde  come  to  me  ?  Loo  / 
as  sone  as  the  voyce  of  thy  salutacion  sownded  in  mynceares  / 
the  babe  lepte  in  my  belly  for  ioye.  And  blessed  arte  thou  that 
belevedst/  For  thoose  thinges  shalbe  performed  which  were  tolde 
the  from  the  lorde. 


jfffiatp  aaptfr. 

My  soule  magnifieth  the  lorde. 

And  my  sprete  reioyseth  in  god  my  savioure/ 

For  he  hath  loked  on  the  povre  degre  off  his  honde  mayden. 
Beholde  nowe  from  hens  forth  shall  all  generacions  call  me 
blessed. 

For  he  that  is  myghty  hath  done  to  me  gieate  thinges/  and 
blessed  ys  his  name : 

And  hys  mercy  is  always  on  them  that  feare  him  thorow  oute 
all  generacions. 

He  hath  shewed  strengthe  with  his  arme  /  he  hath  scattered 
them  that  are  proude  in  the  ymaginacion  of  their  hertes. 

He  hath  putt  doune  the  myghty  from  their  seates/  and  hath 
exalted  them  of  lowe  degre. 

He  hath  filled  the  hongry  with  good e  thinges :  And  hath  sent 
away  the  ryche  empty. 

He  hath  remembred  mercy:  and  hathholpen  his  servaunt 

Israhel. 

Even  as  he  promised  to  oure  fathers/  Abraham  and  to  his 
seede  for  ever. 
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And  mary  aboode  with  her  iij.  monethea /  And  retoumed  home 
agayne. 

Elizabethes  tyme  was  come  that  she  shulde  be  delyvered  / 
And  she  brought  forth  a  sonne.  And  her  ncighboures  and  her 
cosins  herde  tell  howe  /  the  lorde  had  magnified  his  mercy  vppon 
her  r  and  they  reioysed  with  her. 

And  hit  fortuned  the  eyght  daye ;  they  cam  to  circumcise  the 
childe :  and  called  his  name  Zacari  after  the  name  of  his  fathers 
and  his  mother  answered/  and  sayd:  not  soo r  but  he  shalbe 
called  .Ihon.  And  they  sayd  vnto  her:  There  ys  none  of  thy 
kynne  /  that  is  named  with  thys  name.  And  they  made  signes 
to  hvs  father/  howe  he  wolde  have  hym  called.  And  he  axed 
for  wrytynge  tables  and  wroote  saying :  hys  name  is  Jhon.  And 
they  mcrvelled  all.  And  hys  mought  was  opened  immediatly/ 
and  hvs  tonge/  and  he  spake  lawdynge  god.  And  feare  cam 
on  all  them  that  dwelt  nye/  And  all  these  sayinges  were  noised 
abroade  throughoutt  all  the  hylly  countre  of  Jewry :  and  all 
they  that  herde  them  layde  them  vppe  in  their  hertes/  saying: 
What  maner  chylde  shall  thys  be?  And  the  honde  of  god  was 
with  hym. 

And  his  father  Zacherias  was  fylled  with  the  holy  goost  / 
and  propliisyed  sayinge : 

Blessed  be  the  lorde  god  of  iarahd  /  for  he  hath  visited  and 
redemed  his  people. 

And  hath  reysed  vppe  the  home  off  health  vnto  vs/  in  the 
houssc  of  his  servaunt  David. 

Even  as  he  promised  by  the  moughth  of  his  holy  prophetes 
which  were  sens  the  worlde  began. 

That  we  slralde  be  saved  from  oure  enimys/  and  from  the 
hondes  of  all  that  hate  vs  : 

To  shewe  mercy  towardesoure  fathers/  And  to  remember  hys 
holy  promes. 

That  is  to  saye  the  oothe  t  which  he  sware  to  oure  father 
Abraham  /  for  to  geve  us. 

That  we  delivered  oute  of  the  hondes  of  oure  enemis/  myght 
serve  hym  with  oute  feare :  all  the  dayes  of  oure  lyfe/  in  suche 
holynes  and  ryghtewesnes  that  are  accept  before  him. 

And  thou  chylde  /  shalt  be  called  the  prophet  off  the  hyest/  for 
thou  shalt  guo  before  the  face  off  the  lorde  /  to  prepare  his  wayes : 

And  to  gevc  knowlege  off  health  vnto  hys  people  /  for  the 
remission  of  sinnes : 

Through  the  tender  mercy  off  oure  lorde/  wher  with  hath 
visited  vs  the  daye  springe  from  an  hye  : 
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To  geve  light  to  them  that  sate  in  darckncs/  and  in  shadowe 
of  deth  /  and  to  gyde  oure  fete  in  to  the  waye  of  peace. 

And  the  chylde  encreased  and  wexed  strange  in  sprete  /  and 
was  in  wilderness  tyll  thedaye  cam/  when  he  sliulde  shewe  hym- 
silfe  vnto  the  israhelites. 

Cfjt  fftconhe  Chapter. 

XT  IT  folowed  inthoosedayes :  that  there  went  oute  acommaund- 
J“B‘  went  from  Auguste  the  Emperour/  that  all  the  woorlde  shnlde 
be  valued.  Thistaxynge  was  fyrst  executed  when  Syrenus  was 
leftenaunt  in  Stria.  And  every  man  went  in  to  his  awne  shvre 
toune/  there  to  be  taxed.  And  Joseph  also  ascended  from 
Galile  /  oute  of  a  cite  called  Nazareth  /  vnto  iewry :  in  to  a  cite 
of  David  /  which  is  called  bethlecm  /  becatise  he  was  of  the 
housse  and  linage  of  David  to  be  taxed  with  Mary  his  wedded 
wife/  which  was  with  chitde. 

And  it  fortuned  whill  they  (here  were/  her  tyme  was  come  that, 
she  shulde  be  delyvered.  And  she  brought  forth  her  fyrst  be¬ 
gotten  sonne.  And  wrapped  hym  in  swadlynge  cloothes/  and 
layed  hym  in  a  manger/  be  cause  there  was  no  roumc  for  them 
with  in  /  in  the  hostrey. 

And  there  were  in  the  same  region  shepherdes  abydinge  in  the 
felde/  and  watching  their  fiockc  by  night.  And  loo :  the  angcll  of 
the  lorde  stode  harde  by  them  /  and  the  brightnes  of  the  lorde 
shone  rounde  aboute them /  and  they  were soore  afrayed.  And  the 
angell  sayd  vnto  them :  Be  not  afrayed  Beholdc  I  brynge  you 
tydinges  off  greate  ioyc  /  that  shall  come  to  all  the  (>eopie  :  for 
vnto  yon  is  borne  this  daye  in  the  cite  of  David  a  save  oure  / 
which  is  Christ  the  lorde.  And  take  this  for  a  signe ;  ve  shall 

o  •  v 

fyndc  the  childc  swadled  /  and  layed  in  a  manger.  And  straight 
waye  there  was  with  the  angell  a  multitude  of  hevenly  sowdiers/ 
laudynge  God/  and  sayinge:  Glory  to  God  an  hye/  and  peace 
on  the  erth:  and  vnto  men  reioysynge. 

And  itt  fortuned/  as  sone  as  the  angels  were  gone  awaye  in 
to  heven/  the  shepherdes  sayd  won  to  another:  let  vs  goo  even 
vnto  Bcthkcm/  and  se  this  thynge  thatt  is  hapened/  which  the 
lorde  hath  shewed  vnto  vs.  And  they  cam  with  haste/  and 
founde  Mary  and  Joseph/  and  the  babe  luyde  in  a  manger. 
When,  they  had  sene  it/  they  published  abrode  the  sayngc/ 
which  was  lolde  them  off  that  chylde.  And  all  that  herde  itt 
wondred/  att  thoose  thynges  which  were  tolde  them  off  the 
shepherdes.  But  Mary  kept  all  thoose  sayinges/  and  pondered 
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them  in  hyr  hert.  And  tlie  shepherdes  retoumed  /  praysynge 
and  laudyngc  God  ffor  all  that  tney  had  herde  and  sene/  evyn 
ns  itt  was  told  vnto  them. 

And  when  the  eyght  daye  was  come  that  the  chylde  shuld  be 
circumcised/  his  name  was  called  Jesus/  which  was  named  off 
the  augell  before  he  was  conceaved  in  his  mothers  wotnbe. 

And  when  the  tyme  of  their  purificacion  (after  the  lawe  of 
Moyses)  was  come  they  brought  hym  to  hierusalem  /  to  present 
hym  to  the  iorde  (As  yt  is  written  in  the  lawe  ofF  the  lorde  : 
every  man  chylde  that  fyrst  openeth  the  matrix/  shalbe  called 
holy  to  the  lorde)  and  to  offer  (as  yt  ys  sayde  in  the  lawe  of  the 
lorde)  a  payreoff  turtle  doves/  or  ij.  yonge  pigions. 

Andbeholde  there  was  a- man  in  hierusalem/  whose  name  wa9 
Simeon,  And  the  same  man  was  iuste  and  feared  god/  and 
longed  for  the  cousolacion  off  israhel/  and  the  holy  goost  was  in 
hym.  And  an  answer  was  geven  hym  of  the  holy  goost/  that  lie 
shulde  nor  se  deetlie/  before  he  had  sene  the  lordes  Christ.  And 
he  cam  by  inspiracion  in  to  the  temple. 

And  as  the  father  and  mother  broght  in  the  chylde  Jesus  /  to 
do  for  hym  after  the  custome  of  the  lawe/  Then  tokc  he  hym 
vppe  in  his  armes  and  sayde. 

Lorde  Now  lettest  thou  thy  servaunt  departe  in  peace  accord- 
inge  to  thy  promes. 

For  mvne  eves  have  sene  the  saveour  sent  from  the 

^  V 

Which  thou  hast  prepared  before  the  face  of  all  people. 

A  light  to  lighten  the  gentyls/  and  the  glory  off  thy  people 
israliel. 

And  liis  father  and  mother  mervetled  at  thoose  thinges/  which 
were  spoken  oft'  hym :  And  Simeon  blessed  them  /  and  sayd  vnto 
Mary  his  mother :  behold  /  this  child e  shalbe  the  fall  /  and  resur- 
reccion  oflf  many  in  israhel/  And  a  signe  which  shalbe  spokyn 
agaynste.  And  moreover  the  swearde  shall  pearce  the  very 
lieit  off  the/  that  the  thoughtes  of  many  hertes  maye  be  opened. 

And  there  was  Anna/  a  prophetes/  the  do  tighter  of  Plianuel 
of  tribe  of  As?r.  And  she  was  off  a  greate  age/  and  had  lived 
with  an  husbande  .vij.  yerc  from  her  virginite.  And  this  wedowe 
was  aboute  .iiij.  scoore  and  .iiij.  yere  off  age/  wliich  went  never 
oute  of  the  temple/  but  served  there  with  fasti nge  and  prayer 
n y  ght  and  daye.  And  she  cam  forth  that  same  houre/  and  praysed 
god/  and  spake  of  hym  to  all  that  loked  for  redempeion  in 
hierusalem. 

And  as  son  as  they  had  performed  all  thinges  accordinge  to 
the  lawe  off  the  lorde/  they  returned  into  gatile  into  their  awne 
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cite  nazareth.  And  the  childe  grewe  and  wexed  stronge  in 
sprete  /  and  was  full  off  wysdom  /  and  tlie  favour  of  god  was 
with  hym. 

And  his  father  and  mother  went  to  liieruaalem  every  yeaTe  att 
the  feeste  of  ester.  And  when  he  was  xij.  yere  olde/  they  went 
vppe  to  hierusalein  after  die  custome  of  the  feeste/  And  when 
they  had  fulfilled  the  dayes/  as  they  returned  home/  the  chylde 
Jesus  boodestyll  in  hierusalem/  vnknowynge  to  his  father  and 
mother.  For  they  supposed  he  had  bene  in  the  company.  They 
cam  a  days  iorney  /  and  sought  hym  amonge  their  kynsfoike  and 
acquayntaunce/  and  founde  hym  not.  They  went  backc  agayne 
to  hierusalein  /  and  sought  hym.  And  hit  fortuned  that  after 
.in,  dayes  /  they  founde  hym  in  the  temple  sittingo  in  the  middes 
of  the  doctours/  both  hcarynge  them/ and  posinge  them.  And 
all  that  herde  hym  inervelled  at  his  witt  and  answers. 

And  when  they  sawe  hym/  they  were  astonyed.  And  his 
mother  sayde  vnto  hym:  sone  why  haste  thou  thus  dealte  with 
vs  ?  Beholde  thy  father  and  1  have  sorowed  and  sought  the.  And 
he  sayd  vnto  them:  howe  is  it  that  ye  sought  me?  wist  ye  not 
that  1  muste  goo  aboute  my  father’s  busines?  And  they  vnder- 
8tod  nott  the  saynge  that  he  spake  to  them.  And  he  went  with 
them  and  cam  to  nazareth/  and  was  obedient  to  them.  His 
mother  kept  all  these  thynges  in  her  hert.  And  Jesus  increased 
in  wisdom  and  age/  and  in  favoure  with  god  and  man. 

Cf)t  uj.  Chapter. 

T  N  the  fiftenthe  yeare  of  the  raigne  off  Tiberius  the  Em  peroure  / 
Pontius  Pilate  beinge  leftenaunt  of  Jewry  /  and  herode  beinge 
Tetrarch  of  galile/  and  his  brother  Philip  Tetrarch  in  Iturea/ 
and  in  the  region  of  tracooitis/  and  lysanias  the  Tetrarch  of 
abyline :  When  Anna  and  Cayphas  were  the  hye  prestes :  The 
commaundment  of  god  was  publisshed  vnto  John  the  sonne  off 
Zacarias  in  the  wildernes.  And  he  cam  into  all  the  coostes 
aboute  Jordan  /  preachynge  the  baptism  of  repentaunce  for  the 
remission  of  synnes/  as  it  is  written  in  the  boke  of  the  savinges 
of  Esayas  the  prophet /  which  saeth:The  voycc  off  a  cryar  in 
wyldernes/  prepare  the  waye  off  the  lordc/  make  hys  pathes 
straight.  Every  valley  shalbe  fylled/  and  every  mountayne  and 
hyll  shalbe  broght  lowe :  And  crocked  thynges  shalbe  made 
streight :  and  the  rought  wayes  shalbe  made  smoth.  And  all 
flesshe  shall  se  the  savcour  sent  off  god. 

Then  sayde  he  to  the  people/  that  were  come  to  be  baptised  of 
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hym.  O  generation  of  vipers :  who  hath  shewed  you  the  crafte  to 
flye  from  wrath  to  come?  Brynge  forth  due  frutes  of  repentaunce/ 
And  begyn  nott  to  saye  in  youre  selves/  we  have  Abraham  to 
oure  father.  For  I  saye  vnto  you :  god  is  able  of  these  stones  to 
reyse  vppe  children  vnto  Abraham.  Nowe  also  ys  the  axe  leyd 
vnto  the  rote  off  the  trees.  Every  tree  therfore/  which  bringeth 
not  forth  good  frute  /  shalbe  hewen  doune  /  and  caste  in  to  the  fyre. 

And  the  people  axed  him/  sayinge:  What  shall  we  do  then. 
He  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them :  He  that  hath  ij.  cootes  /  lett 
hym  parte  with  hym  that  hath  uonc  :  And  lie  that  hath  meate/ 
let  him  do  lyke  wyse. 

Then  cam  there  pupiicans  to  be  baptised/  and  sayde  vnto 
hym:  Master/  what  shall  we  do?  He  answered  vnto  them: 
requyre  no  more  then  that/  which  ys  appoynted  vnto  you. 

The  soiuliers  lyke  wyse  demaunded  off  hym  /  sayinge  :  And 
what  shall  we  do  ?  And  he  sayde  to  them  :  Do  violence  to  uoo 
man  :  nether  trouble  eny  man  wrongfully :  And  be  content  wyth 

youre  wages. 

As  the  people  were  in  a  doute  /  and  all  men  disputed  in  there 
hertes  of  Jhon  :  Whether  he  were  very  Christ/  Jhon  answered/ 
and  sayd  to  them  all.  I  baptysc  you  wyth  water/  butt  a  stronger 
then  commeth/  whose  shue  latchet  1  am  nott  worthy  to  vuloose  : 
he  will  baptise  you  with  the  holy  goost  /  and  with  fyre  /  which 
hath  his  fan  in  his  liond/and  wil  pourge  his  floore/  and  will 
gader  his  cornc  in  to  hys  bame  /  And  the  chaffe  wyll  he  bourne 
with  fyre  that  never  shalbe  quenched.  And  many  other  thynges 
in  hys  exhortaeion  preached  he  vnto  the  people. 

Then  Herode  the  Tetrach  (when  he  was  rebuked  of  hym  for 
Herodias  his  brother  Philippes  wyfe/  and  for  all  the  evyls  which 
herod  had  done)  added  this  above  all  /  and  leyd  Jhon  in  preson. 

And  yt  fortuned  as  all  the  people  reccaved  baptim  (And 
when  Jesus  was  baptised  and  did  prayc)  that  heven  was  opened/ 
and  the  holy  goost  cam  doune  in  a  bodely  shape  lyke  a  dove 
apon  him.  And  a  voyce  cam  from  heven  /  sayinge  :  thou  arte 
my  dere  sonne/  In  the  do  I  delyte. 

And  Jesus  him  silfe  was  about  thirty  yere  of  age  when  he 
began/  beinge  as  men  supposed  the  sonne  of  Joseph, 
which  Joseph  was  the  sonne  of  Heli : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Mathat : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Levi : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Mclchi : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Janna : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Joseph  : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Matatlhius  : 
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which  was  the  sonne  of  Amos : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Nahum : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Esli : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Nagge : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Maath  : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Matathias : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Semei ; 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Joseph : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Joda : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Johanna : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Rhesya : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Zorobabe) : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Salathiel : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Neri: 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Melchi : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Addi : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Cosam : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Hehnadam : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Her : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Jeso : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Hdieser : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Jo  ram ; 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Mattha ; 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Levi : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Simeon  : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Juda: 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Joseph : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Jonam : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Heliacim : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Melea : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Menam : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Mathathan : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Nathan : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  David : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Jesse ; 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Obed : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Boos : 
wh  icb  was  the  sonne  of  Salmon : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Naason : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Aminadab : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Aram : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Esrom : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Phwres ; 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Juda : 
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which  was  the  sonne  of  Jacob : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Ysaac : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Abraham : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Tharra: 

which  was  the  sonne  of  Nachor: 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Baruch 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Ragan : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Phalcc : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Heber : 
which  was  the  soune  of  Sala : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Cainan. 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Arphaxat ; 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Sem: 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Noe: 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Lametb : 
which  was  tile  sonne  of  Mathusala : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Enoch: 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Jarcth : 
whidi  was  the  soune  of  Halalehel : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Cainan : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Enos : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Seth : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  Adam  : 
which  was  the  sonne  of  God. 

C&t  ittj.  Chapter. 

TESUS  then  full  off  the  holy  goost/  return  yd  from  iordan  /  and 
**  was  carycd  off  the  spreteinto  a  wilderness  and  was  xl.  dayes 
tempted  of  the  devvl.  And  in  thoose  dayes  ate  he  no  thinge :  And 
when  they  were  ended  /  he  after  ward  honored.  And  the  devyll 
sayd  vnto  him:  yf  thou  be  the  sonne  of  god/  commaunde  this 
stone  that  lie  be  breed.  And  Jesus  answered  hym/  sayinge :  U 
ys  written :  man  shall  nott  lire  by  breed  only/  but  by  every 
wo  rdf.  of  God. 

And  tlie  dcvyli  toke  biin  vppe  into  an  bye  mountayne/  and 
shewed  hym  all  the  kyngdoms  of  the  erth  even  in  the  twincklynge 
of  an  eye.  And  the  dcvyl  said  vnto  him :  all  this  .power  will  I 
gave  the  everywbit  /  ami  the  glorl  of  them  (for  that  is  deiyvered  to 
me  /  and  to  whomsoever  i  wyl)  1  geve  it)  Y  f  thou  therfbre  wilt  wor- 
shippe  me/  tliey  slialbe  all  thyne.  Jesus  answered  and  sayd 
vnto  hym  ;  hence  from  me  Satan.  For  hit  is  written.  Thou 
shalt  iionour  thy  lorde  god  /  and  hym  only  serve. 

And  he  caryed  hym  to  hierusalem/  ami  set  him  on  &  pynacle 
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of  the  temple  /  and  «tyd  vnto  him :  Yf  thou  be  the  sonne  of  god  / 
cost  thy  ailfc  doune  from  hens.  For  it  ys  written  /  be  shall  gevc 
hys  angeJlcs  charge  over  the/  to  kepe  the/  and  with  their  hondis 
they  shall  stey  the  vppe/  that  thou  hurt  nott  tliv  fote  agaynst  a 
stone.  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  hym/  it  is  sayd/thou 
shalt  nott  tempLc  tliy  lordc  god.  And  as  sonc  as  the  devyll  had 
ended  all  his  temptacions  /  he  departed  from  him  for  a  season. 

And  Jesus  retourned  by  the  power  of  the  sprete  in  to  galilee  / 
and  tin;  fame  off  hym  went  throwc  oute  all  the  region  roundn 
aboute.  And  he  taught  in  there  sinagogges/  and  was  commended 
off  all  men. 

And  he  cam  to  nazareth  where  he  was  noursed/  and  as  hys 
custume  was/  went  into  tlie  sinagog  on  the  saboth  daycr  and 
stode  vppe  for  to  rede.  And  there  was  ddyvered  vnto  hym  the 
boke  off  the  prophet  Esaias.  And  when  he  had  opened  the 
boke/  he  founde  the  place/  where  hit  was  wrytlen  :  The  sprete 
off  the  lorde  apon  me  /  be  cause  he  hath  annoynted  me  /  To  nreache 
the  gospcll  to  the  povre  he  hath  sent  me/  And  to  beam  them 
which  arc  troubled  in  there  hertes :  To  preachc  del ivc ran  net*  to  tlie 
captive  /  And  sight  to  the  blyndc/  And  irely  to  sett  att  liberte  them 
that  are  brused  /  And  to  preache  the  aceptable  yeare  off  the  lorde. 

And  he  cloosed  the  fcooke/  and  gave  it  agayne  to  tlie  minister  / 
and  sate  doune.  A  nd  the  eyes  oil1  all  thatt  were  in  the  synagog/ 
were  fastened  on  hym.  And  he  began  to  save  vnto  them.  This 
daye  ys  thys  scripture  fulfilled  in  youre  eares.  And  all  they  bare 
hym  witnes/  and  wondred  att  the  gracious  wordes/  which  pro- 
ceded  oute  off  hys  mouth  /  and  sayde:  Is  not  this  Josephs  sonne? 

And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  Ye  maye  very  welc  sajre  vnto  ine 
this  proverbe.  Visicion  /  hcale  thy  siUb.  Wlia  Lsoever  we'  have 
herd  done  in  Capernaum  /  do  the  same  here  lyk  wyse  in  thyne 
awne  countre.  And  lie  sayde:  Vcrely  1  saye  vnto  you;  no 
propbett  is  accepted  in  his  awne  countre. 

Bull  tell  you  off  a  tmeth/  Many  wyddowes  were  in  Israhcll 
in  the  dayes  off  Helyas/  when  hevyn  wag  shet  tbre  yeres  and 
syce  raouethes/  when  greale  fammisshmeut  was  troughoute  all 
the  londe/  And  vnto  none  off  them  was  Helyas  sent/  save  in  to 
sarepta  besydes  sydon  vnto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow.  And 
many  leppere  were  in  israhelin  the  tyme  off  Heliseus  the  prophet/ 
and  yet  none  off  them  was  healed  /  savynge  Naamau  off  sina. 

And  as  many  as  were  in  tlie  sinagog  when  they  horde  that/ 
were  filled  with  wrath  and  roose  vppe/  and  thrust  hym  oute  of 
the  cite/  and  ledde  hym  even  vnto  the  edge  of  the  hill/  vvhemn 
their  cite  was  hilte/  to  cast  hym  doune  hedlyngc.  But  he  went 
his  waye  even  thorowc  the  myddes  of  ihcin :  and  cam  in  to 
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capernaum/  a  cite  of  galile/  and  there  taught  them  on  the  sab- 
both  dayes.  And  they  were  astonied  at  his  doctrine :  for  bys 
preachioge  was  with  power. 

And  in  the  sinagoge  there  was  a  man  /  which  had  a  foule 
spretc  whith  in  him  /  and  cryed  with  a  loude  voyce  /  sayinge : 
luL  me  alone/  what  haste  thou  to  do  wyth  vs/  thou  Jesus  on  naza- 
rcth  \  Arte  thou  come  to  destroye  vs?  X  knowe  the  what  thou 
arte/  thou  arte  the  holy  man  of  god*  And  Jesus  rebuked  hym/ 
sayinge :  hoolde  thy  peace  /  and  come  oote  of  hym.  And  the 
devylo  threw*  him  in  the  inyddes  of  them  and  cam  oute  of  hym  / 
and  hurt  hym  not.  And  (bare  cam  on  them  all/  And  they  spake 
amonge  them  selves/  sayinge;  what  manner  a  thinge  is  this? 
For  with  uuctnrite  and  {lower  he  commaundeth  the  foule  spretes 
and  they  conic  out?  And  the  fame  of  hym  spiced  abroode 
throwoute  all  places  of  the  count  re  round  aboute. 

And  he  roose  vppe  and  cam  oute  of  the  synagoge/  and  entred 
in  to  Simons  honsse.  A  nd  Simons  motlieveniwe  was  taken  wyth 
a  greate  fever/  And  they  made  intercession  to  him  for  her. 
And  he  stode  over  her  /  and  rebuked  the  fever :  and  hit  leeft  her. 
And  imincdiatlv  she  roose  and  miuistrcd  vnto  them. 

V1 

When  the  sun  was  doune/  all  they  that  had  sicke/  taken  with 
divers  ileseases/  brought  them  vnto  him:  and  he  layde  his 
hondes  on  every  won  of  them/  and  healed  them.  And  devils 
also  cam  out  of  many  of  them  /  cryinge  and  saying:  Thou  arte 
Christ  the  soune  of  God,  And  he  rebuked  them  /  and  suffered 
them  uolt  to  speake  /  for  they  knewe  that  he  was  Christ. 

As  sone  as  it  was  daye/  he  departed  and  went  awaye  into  a 
desert  place/  aud  the  people  sought  hym  and  cam  to  hym/  and 
kept  hym  that  he  shulde  not  departs  Grom  them.  And  lie  aayde 
vnto  them :  I  inoste  to  other  cities  also  preace  the  worde  of  God  / 
for  theri'ore  am  1  sent.  And  he  preached  in  the  synagoges  off 
Galile. 


Cht  ft.  Chapter. 


T1  IT  cam  to  passe  as  the  people  preased  apon  hym/  to  heare 
the  worde  off  God  /  that  ne  stode  by  the 


and  sawe  two 
were  trone  out  of 


lake  of  Genazarcth : 
/  for  the  tissberraeu 

re  gone  out  oi  uicm/  and  were  wasshynge  their  nettes.  Jesus 
cotrcd  in  to  one  of  the  shippes  /  which  perteyned  to  Simon  t  and 
prayed  hym  /  that  he  wolde  cary  hym  a  I i tell  from  the  londe. 
And  he  sate  doune  and  taught  the  people  out  of  the  shippe. 

When  he  hod  leeft  speakynge/  he  sayde  vnto  Simon:  Cary 
v»  in  to  the  depe  /  and  lett  shppe  thy  nett  to  make  a  draught, 
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And  Simon  ansveridr  and  sayde  to  hym:  Master  we  have 
labored  all  nyght/  and  have  taken  nothynge.  Yet  nowe  at 
tliy  worde  I  wil  loose  forthe  the  net.  And  when  thev  had  so 
done  /  they  inclosed  a  greate  multitude  of  fisshes.  And  the  net 
brake  /  and  they  made  signcs  to  their  felowes  which  were  in  the 
other  shippe  i  that  they  shuldc  come  and  helpe  them.  And  they 
cam/  and  they  filled  bothe  the  sluppes/  that  they  soncke 

agayne. 

When  Simon  Peter  sawe  that/  be  feU  doune  at  Jesus  knees 
saying© :  lorde  goo  from  me/  for  I  ain  a  sinful!  man.  For  he 
was  vtterly  astonyed/  and  all  that  were  with  hym  att  the  draught 
off  fiashe  which  they  toke,  and  so  was  also  James  and  Jlioa  the 
sonnes  of  Zebcdci/  which  were  partetakers  with  Simon.  And 
JeBus  sayd  vnto  Simon :  feare  not/  from  hence  forthe  thou  shall 
catche  men.  And  they  broughtt  their  shippes  to  londe/  and 
forsoke  all  /  and  folowed  hym, 

Aud  ilt  fortuned  that  he  was  in  a  certayne  cite/  and  beliolde 
there  'was  a  man  full  of  leprosy :  and  when  he  had  spied  Jesus/ 
he  fell  on  his  face  and  besought  him  saying :  Lorde  yff  thou 
wilt/  thou  ennst  make  me  cleane.  And  he  strethed  forth  his 
hond  and  touched  hym  sayings:  I  will/  be  thou  cleane.  Anri 
immcdiatly  the  leprosy  departed  from  hym.  And  he  warned 
hym /  that  he  slmMe  tell  no  man;  but  tint  he  shuldc  goo  and 
shewe  hym  silfe  to  the  preste/  and  offer  for  his  clensynge  /  ac¬ 
cord  ynge  as  Moses  commaundement  was/  for  a  witnes  vnto 

them. 

But  his  name  spreed  the  moare  abroad©  /  and  the  people  cam 
togedder  to  heare  /  and  to  be  healed  of  hym  /  of  infirmities.  And 
he  kepte  hym  silfe  aparte  in  the  wildemes/  and  gave  hym  silfe  to 


prayer. 

And  itt  happened  on  a  certayne  daye /  that  he  taught/  and 
there  sate  the  pharises  /  and  doctours  of  lawe  /  which  were  come 
out  off  all  the  tounes  of  Gallic/  Jewry  /  and  Jerusalem  /  and  the 
power  off  the  lorde  was  to  heale  them.  And  behold  e/  men 
brougt  a  man  lyinge  in  hys  beed  /  which  was  taken  with  the 
paisey  /  and  they  sought  meanes  to  hrynge  hym  in  /  and  to  lave 
hym  before  hym.  And  when  they  comde  not  fyndc  by  what 
waye  they  myght  brynge  hym  in  /  be  cause  off  the  preace  /  they 
went  vp  on  tnetoppe  of  the  house  /  and  lett  hym  doune  thorowe 
the  tylynge/  beed  and  all  in  the  myddes  before  Jesus.  When  lie 


sawe  their  myth  he  sayde  vnto  hym :  man  thy  sy  ones  are  forge ven 
the.  And  the  scribes/  and  the  pnarises  /  began  to  thynke  saynge : 
What  felow  is  this:  which  speaketh  blasphemy  ?  Who  can  for- 
geve  synnes  /  butt  God  only  ? 
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When  Jesus  perceived  their  tho  ugh  tes/  he  answered  and  isyde 
vnto  them:  What  thiuke  ye  in  youre  hertes  ?  Whether  is  easyar 
to  save/  thy  synnes  arc  forgeven  the  /  or  to  saye /  Rise  and  walke? 
That  ye  mave  knowe  that  the  sonne  off  man  hath  power  to  forgeve 
synnes  on  crth/  lie  sayde  vnto  the  sicke  of  the  palsey :  I  saye  to 
the/  arysc  /  take  vp  thy  beed /  and  goo  home  to  thy  housse.  And 
im media tiy  he  rose  vp  before  them  all/  and  toke  yp  his  beed 
where  on  he  laye  /  and  departed  to  hts  awne  housse  praysynge 
god.  And  they  were  all  amased/  and  they  lauded  Goa  /  and 
were  filled  with  feare/  sayinge;  We  have  acne  straunge  thynges 
to  daye. 

And  after  that  he  went  foithe/  and  sawe  a  publican  /  named 
Levi  /  syttinge  at  the  receyte  off  customc/  and  sayde  vnto  hym : 
iblowe  me.  And  he  leeft  all/  roose  vppe/  and  folowed  hym. 
And  that  same  levi  made  him  a  greate  feastc  at  home  in  his  awne 
housse.  And  there  was  a  greate  company  of  publicans/  and  off 
other  that  sate  atmeate  with  hym.  And  the  scribes  and  pharises 
grudged agav ust lus disciples/  sayinge;  Why  eateyc  and  drynke 
ye/  with  publicans/  and  sy oners?  Jesus  answered  and  sayde 
vnto  them :  They  that  are  whole  /  nede  not  of  the  phisickm :  but 
they  that  arc  sicke.  I  cam  not  to  call  the  rightewes  to  repent- 
auncc:  but  the  synnere. 

Tlicy  sayde  vnto  hym:  Why  do  the  disciples  off  Jhon  fast 
often  and  praye :  and  the  disciples  of  the  pharises  also :  and 
ihyne  eate  and  drynke  ?  To  whome  he  sayde :  Can  yc  make 
the  Children  of  the  weddynge  fast  /  as  longe  as  the  bryde  grome 
is  present  with  them  ?  The  dayes  will  come/  when  the  bryd 
grome  shalbe  taken  awaye  from  tliem.  then  shall  they  fast  in 
thoose  dayes. 

He  spake  vnto  them  in  a  similitude :  No  man  puttheth  a  pece 
of  an  newe  garment/  into  an  olde  vesture ;  for  yf  he  do/  then 
breaketh  he  the  newe  and  the  pece  that  was  taken  ont  of  the 
newe/  agreeth  nott  with  the  olde.  Also  no  man  poureth  newe 
wyne  into  olde  vessels/  yf  he  do/  the  newe  wyne  break eth  the 
vessels/  and  runneth  out  it  silfe/  and  the  vessels  perisshe:  Bnt 
newe  wyne  must  be  poured  into  newe  vessels  /  and  boothe  are 
preserved.  Also  no  man  that  drynketh  olde  wyne/  strayght  waye 
can  awaye  with  newe  /  for  he  sayeth  :  the  olde  is  plesaunter. 

Cfjt  bj.  Chapter. 

TTTT  happened  on  an  aftersaboth  /  they  went  thorowe  the 
come  felde/  and  his  disciples  plucked  the  earns  of  corne/ 
and  ate  them/  and  rubbed  them  in  their  hondes.  Certayne  of 
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the  pi  1  arises  sayde  vnto  them :  Why  do  ye  that  which  is  not 
laufull  to  be  done  on  the  saboth  dayes  ?  Jesus  answered  them 
and  sayde  :  Have  ye  nott  redde  what  David  did/  when  he  hym- 
silfe  was  anhungred/  and  they  which  were  with  hym  :  howe  he 
went  into  the  housse  off  god/  and  toke  and  ate  the  loves  off 
halowed  breed  /  and  gave  also  to  them  which  were  with  hym  : 
whych  was  not  laufull  to  eate/  but  for  the  prestes  only.  And  he 
sayd  vnto  them  :  The  sonne  of  man  is  lordc  even  of  the  saboth 
daye. 

And  it  fortuned  in  a  nother  saboth  also/  that  he  entred  into 
the  sinagoge  and  taught.  And  there  was  a  man  /  whose  right 
honde  was  dryed  vp.  The  scribes/  and  the  pharises  watched 
hym/  to  se  whether  he  woldc  hcale  on  the  salioth  daye  or  not/ 
that  they  myght  fynde  an  accusacion  agaynst  hym.  Butt  he 
knewe  their  though tes/  and  sayde  to  the  man  which  had  the 
widdred  honde :  Kyse  vp/  and  stonde  forthein  the  middes.  He 
arose  /  and  stepped  forthe.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  them  :  1  will 
axe  you  a  question :  Whether  is  it  laufull  on  the  saboth  dayes 
to  do  goode/  or  to  do  evil]  ?  to  save  life  oder  for  to  desiroyehyt. 
And  he  behelde  them  all  in  compasse/  and  sayd  vnto  the  man  : 
Strctche  forth  thy  honde.  He  did  soo/  and  his  honde  was 
restored/  and  made  as  whoole  as  the  other.  And  they  were 
filed  full  of  madenes/  and  counselled  won  with  another/  what 
they  myght  do  to  Jesu. 

Hit  fortuned  in  thoose  dayes/  he  went  out  into  a  niountayne 
for  to  praye/  and  continued  all  nyght  in  prayer  to  god.  And  as 
sone  as  it  was  daye  /  he  called  his  disciples  /  and  of  them  he 
chose  twelve  /  which  also  he  called  his  aposteles.  Simon/  whom 
also  he  named  Peter:  and  Andrew  his  brother/  Janies  and 
John  /  Philip  and  Bartlcmeaw/  Mathew  and  Thomas/  James  the 
sonne  of  Alpheus  and  Simon  called  Zelotes/  and  Judas  James 
sonne/  and  Judas  Iscariot  /  which  same  was  the  traytour. 

And  he  cam  doune  with  them  and  stode  in  the  plavnc  felde 
with  the  company  of  his  disciples/  and  a  greate  multitude  of 
people  out  off  all  parties  off  Jewry  and  Jerusalem  /  and  from 
the. see  cooste  offTire  and  Sidon/  which  cam  to lieare  hym  /  and 
to  be  healed  of  their  diseases/  and  they  also  that  were  vexed 
with  foule  spretes/  and  they  were  healed.  And  all  the  people 
preased  to  touche  hym:  for  there  went  vertue  out  off  hym/  and 
healed  them  all. 

And  he  left  vp  his  eyes  apon  his  disciples/  and  sayde : 
Blessed  are  yc  povre :  for  youere  is  the  kyngdom  off  God.  Bles¬ 
sed  are  ye  that  honger :  for  ye  shalbe  satisfied.  Blessed  are  ye 

that  wepe  :  for  ye  shall  laugh.  Blessed  are  ye  when  men  hate 
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you  /  and  thrust  you  out  off  their  company©/  and  rayle  on  you  / 
and  abhor  re  youre  name/  as  an  cviil  thynge/  for  the  sonne  off 
man nes  sake.  Keioyse  ye  then/  and  be  gladde:  for  beholde 
youre  reward e  is  grcate  in  heven.  After  this  manner  their  fathers 
entreated  the  prophetes. 

But  wo  be  to  you  that  are  ryche :  for  ye  have  ther  in  youre 
consohicinn.  Wo  be  to  you  that  arc  full:  for  ye  shall  honger. 
Wo  be  to  you  that  nowe  laugh :  for  ye  shall  wayle/  and  wepe. 
Wo  be  to  you  when  all  men  prayse  you  :  for  so  did  their  fathers 
to  the  falce  prophetes. 

But  I  save  vnto  you  which  heare  :  Love  youre  enemys.  Do 
goode  to  them  whych  hate  you.  Blesse  them  that  coursse  you. 
And  pray  for  them  /  which  wrongfully  trouble  you.  And  vnto  hym 
that  smyletb  the  on  the  one  cheke/  offer  also  the  other.  And 
hym  that  taketh  awaye  thy  goune/  forbid  nott  to  take  thy  coote 
also.  Geve  to  every  man  that  axeth  of  tlie.  And  yf  eny  man 
take  awaye  thy  goodcs/  axe  them  nott  agayne.  And  as  ye  wold 
that  men  shulde  doo  to  you :  soo  do  ye  to  them  lyke  wyse. 

Yf  ye  love  them  which  love  you :  what  thanke  are  ye  worthy 
of?  seingethat  the  very  synners  love  their  lovers.  And  yf  ye 
do  for  them  which  do  for  you  :  what  thanke  are  ye  worthy  of? 
For  the  very  synners  doo  even  the  same,  Yff  yc  lende  to  them 
off  whom©  ye  hoope  to  receave :  what  thanke  shal  yc  have  :  for 
the  very  synners/  lende  to  synners  /  to  receave  as  nioche  agayne. 
J.ove  ye  youre  enemys/  do  goode/  and  lende/  lokynge  for 
nothvugc  agayne:  and  your  rewarde  shalbe  greate/  and  ye 
shal  be  tbc  chyldren  off  the  hyest :  for  he  is  kyndc  vnto  the  vn- 
kynde/  and  to  the  evyil. 

Be  ye  therfore  mercifull/  as  youre  father  ys  mere i full.  Judge 
nott  and  ye  shall  nott  be  Judged.  Condemne  nott :  and  ye 
shall  not  be  condemned.  Forgevc /  and  ye  shalbe  forgeven. 
Geve/  and  vt  shalbe  geven  vnto  you.  good  measure/  pressed 
doune/  shaken  to  gedder/  and  rnnnyngc  over/  shall  men  geve 
into  youre  besomes.  For  with  what  measure  ye  mete  /  with  the 
same  shall  men  mete  to  you  agayne. 

And  he  put  forthe  a  similitude  vnto  them :  Can  the  blynde 
ledde  I  ho  blynde?  Do  they  nott  both  then  fall  into  the  dyehe  ? 
The  disciple  is  not  above  his  master.  Every  man  shalbe  perfecte  / 
even  as  livs  master  ys.  Why  seist  thou  a  moote  in  thy  brothers 
eye  /  and  eonsidercst  not  the  beame  that  is  in  thyne  awne  eye  ? 
Other  howe  can  nest  thou  saye  to  thy  brother:  Brother  lett  me 
pull  out  the  moote  that  is  in  thyne  eye :  when  thou  perccavcst 
nott  the  beame  that  is  in  thyne  awne  eye?  Ypocrite/  cast  out 

105 


dffa.  Itftj.  €i)t  hoiptll  of  &.  Xufu. 

the  beame  out  off  thyne  awne  eye  first/  and  then  shalt  thou  se 
perfectly/  to  pull  out  the  moote  out  of  thy  brothers  eye. 

Hit  is  nott  a  goode  tree  that  bryngeth  forthe  evyll  frute: 
Nether  is  tliat  an  evyll  tree/  whych  bryngeth  forthe  goode  frute. 
For  every  tree  ys  knowen  by  his  frute.  Nether  off  thorncs  gadcr 
men  fygges  /  nor  of  busshes  gad  re  they  grapes.  A  goode  man 
off  the  goode  treasure  off  h  ys  hert  bryngeth  forth  that  which  ys 
goode.  And  the  evyll  man  of  the  evyll  treasure  off  hys  hertz 
bryngeth  forthe  that  which  ys  evyll.  For  off  the  aboundaunce 
off  the  hertz  the  mought  speaketh. 

Why  call  ye  me  Master/  Master:  and  do  not  as  I  bid  you  ? 
whosoever  commcth  to  me  /  and  hearcth  my  sayinges  /  and  doeth 
the  same  / 1  wyll  shewe  you  to  whome  he  ys  lyke.  He  is  lyke  a 
man  which  bilt  an  housse:  which  digged  depe/  and  layde  the 
foundacion  on  a  rocke.  When  the  waters  arose/  the  fludde  bett 
apon  that  housse  /  and  coulde  nott  move  hyt.  For  it  was  ground¬ 
ed  apon  a  rocke.  But  he  that  heareth  and  doth  not/  is  lyke  a 
man/  that  with  out  foundacion  bylt.  an  house  apon  the  erth/ 
agaynst  which/  the  fludde  bet-;  and  it  fell  by  and  by.  And  the 
fall  of  that  housse  was  greate. 


♦ 
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XI/' HEN  he  had  ended  all  his  sayinges  in  the  audience  of  the 

people/  he  entred  into  Capernaum.  And  the  servauntof 
a  certayne  Centurion  was  sicke/  and  redy  to  dye/  whom  he 
made  moche  of.  And  when  he  herde  of  Jesu/  he  sent  vnto  hym 
the  seniours  of  the  iewes/  besechynge  him  that  he  wolde  come  and 
save  his  servaunt.  And  they  cam  to  Jesus  and  besought  him 


instantly/  sayinge:  He  is  worthy  that  thou  shu ldesjt  do  th is  for 
hym.  For  he  loveth  our  nacion/  and  hath  bilt  vs  a  sinagoge. 
And  Jesus  went  with  them. 


And  when  he  was  nott  farre  from  the  housse  /  the  Centurion 


sent  to  hym  hys  frendes/  sayinge  vnto  hym  :  Lorde  trouble  not 
thy  silfe/  for  I  am  nott  worthy  that  thou  shuldest  enter  into  my 
housse.  Wherfore  I  thought  nott  my  silfe  worthy  to  come  vnto 
the:  but  saye  the  worde  and  my  servaunt  shalbe  whoole.  For  I 
lyke  wyse  am  a  man  vnder  power/  and  have  vnder  me  soudiers  / 
and  I  saye  vnto  won/  goo:  and  hegoeth.  And  to  another/ 
come :  and  he  cometh.  And  to  my  servaunt/  do  this :  and  he 
doeth  it.  When  Jesus  herde  this  he  merveyled  at  him/  and 
turned  hym  about  and  sayd  to  the  people  that  folowed  hym ;  I 
saye  vnto  you/  I  have  not  founde  soo  greate  fayth/  noo  nott  in 
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lsrahel/  certaynly.  And  they  that  wer  sent/  turned  backe  home 
agayne  /  and  founde  the  servaunt  that  was  sicke  whoole. 

And  it  fort  lined  after  that  /  he  went  into  a  cite  called  Naym  / 
and  hys  disciples  went  with  him  /  and  a  grcate  nomber  off  people. 
When  he  cam  nye  to  the  gate  off  the  cite/  beholde/  there  was  a 
deed  man  caried  out/  which  was  the  only  sonne  of  his  mother/ 
and  she  was  a  widowe/  and  moche  people  off  the  cite  was  with 
her.  And  the  iorde  sawe  her/  and  had  compassion  on  her  /  and 
sayde  vnto  her :  wepe  not.  And  went  and  touched  the  coffyn  / 
and  they  that  have  hym  stodc  still.  And  he  sayde :  Yonge  man  / 

1  save  vnto  the  /  aryse.  And  the  deed  sate  vp  /  and  began  to 
speake.  And  he  delivered  hym  to  his  mother.  And  there  cam 
a  fearc  on  them  all.  And  they  glorified  god  sayinge:  a  greate 
prophet  ys  rysen  amonge  vs/  and  God  hath  visited  hys  people. 
And  thys  rumor  off  hym  went  forthe  throughout  ail  Jewry/  and 
thorowout  all  the  regions  whych  lye  rounde  about. 

And  vnto  Jhon  shewed  hys  discipteB  off  all  these  thynges. 
And  Jhon  called  vnto  hym  two  off  hys  disciples  /  and  sent  them 
to  Jesus  sayingc :  Arte  thou  he  that  shall  come :  or  shall  we 
loke  for  another  ?  When  the  men  wer  come  vnto  hym  /  they 
sayde :  Jhon  baptiste  sent  vs  vnto  the  sayinge  :  Arte  thou  he 
that  shall  come  :  or  sliall  we  wayte  for  another  ?  Att  that  same 
time/  he  cured  many  off  their  infirmittes/  and  plages/  And  off 
evyll  spretes/  and  vnto  many  thattwereblynde/  he  gave  syghtt/ 
And  he  answered  /  and  sayd  vnto  them :  Goo  youre  wayes  and 
shewe  Jhon/  what  thinges  ye  have  herde  and  sene :  howe  that 
the  blynde  se/  the  halt  goo/  the  lepers  are  clensed /  the  deafe 
heare/  the  deed  aryse:  To  the  povre  is  the  gospell  preached/ 
and  Imppi  is  he  that  falleth  not  /*by  the  reason  of  me. 

When  the  messengers  of  Jhon  wer  departed/  he  began  to 
speake  vnto  the  people  of  Jhon  :  What  went  ye  out  for  to  se  in 
to  the  desert  ?  went  ye  to  se  a  rede  shaken  with  the  wynde  ?  But 
what  went  ye  out  for  to  se  ?  a  man  clothed  in  saufte  rayment  ? 
Beholde  they  which  are  gorgeously  apparelled  /  and  ly  vc  dcli- 
catly/  are  in  kynges  courtes.  Butt  what  went  yc  forth  to 
se?  A  prophet?  Ye  1  save  to  you/  and  moare  then  a  pro¬ 
phet.  This  is  he  of  whom  nit  is  wrytten :  Beholde  I  sendc  my 
messenger  before  thy  face/  to  prepare  thy  waye  before  the.  I 
saye  vnto  you :  A  greater  prophett  then  Jhon  amonge  wemens 
children/  is  there  none.  Neverthelesse  won  that  is  lesse  in  the 
kyngdom  of  God  /  is  greater  then  he. 

And  all  the  people  that  herde  /  and  the  publicans  iustified 
God  /  which  wer  baptised  in  the  baptism  of  Jhon.  But  the 
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pharyses  and  scribes  despised  the  counsell  off  God/  agaynsl 
them  selves/  and  wer  not  baptised  of  hym. 

And  the  lorde  sayd  :  Where  vnto  shill  1  lyken  the  men  of 
this  gencracion/  and  whutt  thynge  are  they  lyke?  They  are 
lyke  vnto  chyldren  sittynge  in  the  market  place/  and  cry  in  ge 
one  to  another  /  and  sayinge :  We  have  pyped  vnto  yon/  and  ye 
have  nott  daunsed  :  We  have  mourned  to  you  /  and  ye  have  not 
wept.  For  Jhon  baptist  cam  vnto  you  nether  eatynge  breed  / 
ner  drynkynge  wyne/  and  ye  saye:  he  hath  the  devyll.  The 
sonne  off  man  is  come  and  eateth  and  drynketh  /  and  ye  saye : 
beholde  a  man  which  is  a  glotton  /  and  a  drynker  of  wyne  /  the 
frende  of  publicans  and  sinners.  And  wisdom  is  Justified  of  all 
her  chyldren. 

And  one  off  the  pharyses  desired  hym  that  he  volde  eatc 
with  hym.  And  he  cam  in  to  the  pharises  houssc/  and  sate 
doune  to  meatc.  And  beholde  a  woman  in  that  cite/  which  was 
a  synner/  as  sone  as  she  knewe  that  Jesus  sate  at  meatc  in  the 
pharises  housse/  she  brought  an  alablasterboxeofoyntvnent/and 
she  stode  at  his  fete  behynde  hym  wepynge/  and  began  to  wesshe 
his  fete/  with  teares/  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hcarcs  off  her 
heed  /  and  kyssed  his  fete  /  and  anoynted  them  with  oyntment. 

WThen  the  pharise  which  bade  hym  to  his  housse  /  sawc  that/ 
he  spake  with  in  hym  svlfe  :  sayinge :  Y f  this  man  wer  a  pro¬ 
phet/  he  wolde  surely  have  knowen  who  and  what  maner  wo¬ 
man  this  is  which  toucheth  him/  for  she  is  a  synner.  And 
Jesus  answered  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym:  Simon  1  have  soiu- 
what  to  say  vnto  the.  And  he  sayd  :  Master  saye  on.  There 
was  a  certayne  lender/  which  had  two  detters/  the  one  ought 
five  hondred  pence/  and  the  other  fifty.  When  they  bad  no- 
thinge  to  paye/  he  forgave  them  boothe.  Which  of  them  tell 
me/  will  love  hym  moost?  Simon  answered  /  and  sayde:  I  sup¬ 
pose  that  he  to  whom  he  forgave  moost.  And  he  sayde  vnto 
him  :  Thou  hast  truely  iudged. 

And  he  turned  to  the  woman  /  and  sayde  vnto  Simon :  Seist 
thou  thys  woman?  I  entred  into  thy  housse/  and  thou  gavest 
me  noo  water  to  my  fete :  butt  she  hath  wesshte  my  fete  with 
teares/  and  wiped  them  with  the  heeres  of  her  heed.  Thou 
gavest  me  no  kysse  :  but  she/  seuee  the  tyme  I  cam  in  /  hath 
not  ceased  to  kisse  my  fete.  Myne  heed  with  oyle  thou  didest 
nott  anoynte  :  and  she  hath  annoy nted  my  fete  with  oyntment. 
Wherfore  I  saye  vnto  the :  many  synnes  are  forgeven  her  /  be¬ 
cause  she  loved  moche.  To  whom  lesse  is  forgeven/  the  same 
doeth  lesse  love. 
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And  be  sa yde  fnto  her  thy  synnes  are  forgeven  the.  And 
they  that  sate  at  mcate  wyth  hym  /  began  to  saye  with  in  them 
selves :  Who  is  this  wliych  forgeveth  sviincs  also.  And  he  sayde 
to  the  woman :  Thy  fayth  hath  saved  the  /  Goo  in  peace. 


€$e  fctij.  Chapter. 

A  N^D  it  fortuned  after  that/  he  hym  silfe  went  troughout 
cities  and  tounes/  preachynge/andshewingethe  kyngdom 
of  God  /  and  the  twelve  with  hym.  And  also  certayne  women  / 
wliych  wer  healed  of  vnclene  spretes/  and  infirmities:  Mary 
called  Magdalen/  out  of  whom  went  seven  devyls/  and  Joanna  the 
wyfe  of  Chusa /  Herodes  stewarde/  And  Susanna/  And  many 
other  :  which  ministred  vnto  hym  of  their  substaunce.  When 
mooli  people  wer  gad  red  to  getner/  and  were  come  to  him  out 
of  the  cities/  he  spake  by  a  similitude:  A.  sower  went  out  to' 
sowc  his  seede  /  and  as  he  sowed  /  some  fell  by  the  waye  syde  / 
and  hit  was  troden  vuder  fete  /  and  the.  foules  of  the  ayre  de¬ 
voured  it  vp.  And  some  fell  on  ston  /  and  as  sone  as  yt  was 
sprongc  vp/  vt  widdred  awaye/  because  yt  lacked  moystnes. 
And  some  felfamonge  thornes/  and  the  tbornes  spronge  vp  with 
it  /  and  choked  it.  And  some  fell  on  go  ode  ground  e  /  and 
sprongc  vp  and  bare  frute/  an  hondred  foolde.  And  as  be 
sayde  these  thynges/  he  cryed  :  He  that  hath  eares  to  heare  / 
lett  hym  heare. 

Hvs  disciples  axed  hym  /  sayinge  :  what  manor  similitude  this 
shulde  be.  And  he  sayde :  vnto  you  is  it  geven  to  knowe  the 
secretes  of  the  kyngdom  of  god  :  butt  to  other  in  similitudes/ 
that  when  they  se/  they  shulde  nott  se:  and  when  they  heare 
they  shulde  not  vnderstonde. 

The  similitude  is  this.  The  seede  ys  the  worde  of  God. 
Thoosc  that  are  besyde  the  way e/  are  they  that  heare/  and 
afterwarde  commeth  the  devyll/  and  takelh  awaye  the  worde 
out  of  their  hertes  /  lest  they  sliuldc  beleve  and  be  saved.  They 
on  the.  stonnes/  are  they  which  when  they  heare  the  worde 
reccave  yt  with  ioye.  And  these  have  noo  rotes/  which  for  a 
whyle  beleve/  and  in  tyme  of  temtacion  goo  awavc.  That 
which  fell  amongc  thornes/  are  they  which  heare/  and  goo  forth/ 
and  are  choked  with  care  and  riches/  and  voluptrous  livynge/ 
and  brynge  forth  noo  frute.  That  in  the  good  grounde/  ar  they 
which  with  a  goodc  and  pure  hertz  heare  the  worde  /  and  kepe 
it./  and  brynge  forth  frute  with  pacience. 

No  man  lyghtcth  a  candell/  and  coveritliyt  vnder  a  vcsscll/ 
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nether  putteth  hit  vnder  the  table/  but  setteth  it  on  a  candel- 
sticke/  that  they  that  enter  in  maye  se  lyght.  No  thinge  is  in 
secret/  that  shall  not  come  abroode:  Nether  eny  thinge  hyd 
that  shall  not  be  knowen/  and  come  to  light.  Take  hede  ther- 
fore  how  ye  heare.  For  whosoever  hath/  to  him  shalbe  geven  : 
And  whosoever  hath  not/  from  him  shalbe  taken/  even  that 
same  which  he  supposeth  that  he  hath. 

Then  cam  to  hym  hys  mother  and  his  brethren  /  and  coulde 
nott  come  at  hym  for  preace.  And  they  tolde  liyin  sayingc : 
Thy  mother  and  thy  brethren  /  stonde  wyth  out/  and  wolde  se 
the.  He  answered  /  and  sayd  vnto  them :  my  mother  and  my 
brethren  are  these  /  which  heare  the  worde  of  God  /  and  do  it. 

Hit  chaunsed  on  a  certayne  daye  that  he  went  into  a  shippe  / 
and  his  disciples  alsoo/  and  he  sayde  vnto  them:  Lett  vs  goo 
over  vnto  the  other  syde  of  the  lake.  And  they  launched 
forthe.  And  as  they  sayled  he  fell  a  slepe/  and  there  arose  a 
storme  of  wynde  in  the  lake/  and  they  wer  fyllcd  with  water/ 
and  wer  in  ieopardy.  And  they  went  to  hym  and  awoke  hym/ 
sayinge:  Master/  Master  /  we  areloost.  He  arose  and  rebuked 
the  wynde  /  and  the  tempest  off  water  /  and  they  ceased  /  and 
it  wexed  calme.  And  he  sayd  vnto  them :  where  is  youre  fayth  ? 
They  feared  and  wondred/  sayinge  one  to  another :  who  is  this? 
for  he  commaundeth  windes  and  water  /  and  they  obey  him? 
And  they  sayled  vnto  the  region  of  the  gaderens  /  which  is  over 
agaynst  galile. 

As  he  went  out  off  the  shippe  to  londe/  there  met  hym  a 
certayne  man  out  off  the  cite  /  whych  had  a  devyll  longc  tyme/ 
and  ware  noo  cloothes  /  nether  aboode  in  eny  housse :  but 
amonge graves.  When  he  sawe  Jesus/  he  cryed/  and  fell  doune 
before  hym  /  and  with  a  loude  voyce  sayde :  W  hat  have  I  to  do 
wytli  the  J  esus  the  sonne  off  the  moost  byest  ?  I  beseche  the 
tonnent  me  noot.  For  he  commaunded  the  foule  sprete  to  come 
out  of  the  man.  Foroftetymes  he  caught  hym/  and  he  was 
boundc  with  chaynes/  and  kept  with  fetters  :  and  he  brake  the 
bondes  /  and  was  caryed  of  the  fende/  into  wildemes. 

Jesus  axed  hym  sayinge:  what  is  thy  name  ?  And  he  sayde: 
Legion,  be  cause  many  devyls  wer  entred  into  hym.  And  they 
besought  hym  /  that  he  wolde  nott  commaunde  them  to  goo  into 
the  depe.  There  was  therby  an  heerde  of  many  swyne/  feadynge 
on  an  hill/  and  they  prayed  hym /  that  he  wolde  soffre  them 
to  enter  into  them.  And  he  soffered  them.  Then  went  the 
devyls  out  off  the  mau/  and  entred  into  the  swyne :  And  the 
heerd  toke  their  course/  and  ran  heedlynge  into  the  lake/  and 
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wer  choked,  when  the  herdmen  sawe  what  had  chaunsed  /  they 
deed  /  and  tolde  it  in  the  cite  and  in  the  villages. 

And  they  cam  out  to  sc  what  was  done.  And  cam  to  Jesus/ 
and  fou tide  the  man/  out  of  whom  the  devyla  wer  departed/ 
sittynge  att  the  fete  of  Jesus  clothed/  and  in  hys  right  mynde/ 
and  they  wer  afrayde.  They  also  which  sawe  it  told  them  by 
what  meanes  he  that  was  possessed  of  the  devyll  /  was  healed. 
And  all  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Gadarens  /  besought  hynw 
that  he  wolde  departe  from  them :  for  they  wer  taken  with 
great  feare.  And  he  gate  hym  into  the  shyppe  /  and  returned 
backe  agayue.  Tlie  man  out  off  whom  the  dcvyls  were  de¬ 
parted/  besought  hym /  that  he  myght  be  with  hym:  But 
Jesus  sent  hym  awayc/  sayinge :  Goo  home  agayne  into  thyne 
awne  housse/  and  shewewhat  thynges  God  hath  done  to  the. 
And  he  went  his  waye  /  and  preached  thorowc  out  all  the  cite 
what  thynges  Jesus  had  done  vnto  hym. 

Hit  fortuned  that  when  Jesus  was  come  agayne/  the  people 
receavcd  hym.  For  they  all  longed  for  hym.  And  bcholde 
there  cam  a  man  named  Jairus  (and  he  was  a  ruler  off  the 
sinagoge)  and  he  fell  doune  at  Jesus  fete/  and  besought  hym 
that  he  wolde  come  into  his  housse/  ffor  he  had  but  a  doughter 
only  /  of  twelve  yere  of  age/  and  she  laye  a  dyinge.  As  he 
went  the  people  thronge  hym. 

And  a  woman  havynge  an  issue  of  bloud  twelve  yeres  (whiche 
had  spent  all  her  substaunce  amonge  phisicions  /  nether  coulde 
be  holpen  of  eny)  cam  behinde  hym  /  and  touched  the  hem 
of  his  garment/  and  immediatly  her  issue  off  bloud  sluuuchcd. 
And  Jesus  sayde/  Who  is  it  that  touched  me?  when  every 
man  denyed  /  Peter  and  they  that  were  with  hym  /  sayde :  Master 
the  people  thrust  the/  and  vexe  the:  and  thou  sayest/  who 
touched  me?  And  Jesus  sayd ;  Some  boddy  touched  me.  For 
1  perceave  that  vertuc  is  gone  out  of  me.  When  the  woman 
sawe  that  she  was  not  hid  from  hym  /  she  cam  trimblynge  /  and 
fell  at  his  fete/  and  tolde  hym  before  all  the  people/  for  what 
cause  she  had  touched  hym  /  and  ho  we  she  was  healed  imme¬ 
diatly.  And  he  sayde  vnto  her :  Doughter  be  of  goode  corn- 
forte/  Thy  fayth  hath  made  the  safe/  goo  in  peace. 

Whyll  he  yett  s  peake/  there  cam  won  from  the  rulers  off  the 
synagogis  housse/  which  sayde  to  hym:  Thy  doughter  is  deed/ 
disease  not  the  master.  When  Jesus  herde  that  /  He  answered 
to  the  mavdens  father  sayinge:  Feare  no tt/ beleve  only / and 
she  shalbe  made  whoole.  And  when  he  cam  to  the  housse  /  he 
suffred  no  man  to  goo  in  with  hym  /  save  Peter/  James/  and 
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JIiQn  /  and  the  father  and  the  mother  of  the  niayden.  Every  body 
weept  and  sorowed  for  her.  And  he  sayde  Wepe  nott:  for  she 
is  nott  deed  butt  slepeth.  And  they  lewgh  hvm  to  scorne.  For 
they  knew  thatt  she  was  deed.  And  he  thrust  them  all  out  att 
the  dores/  and  caught  her  by  the  honde  /  and  cryed  /  sayinge : 
Mayde  aryse.  And  her  sprete  earn  agayne  /  and  she  roose 
strayght  waye.  And  he  commaunded  to  geve  her  vneate.  And 
the  lather  and  the  mother  of  her  were  astonyed.  But  he  warned 

thatt  they  shulde  tell  noo  man  /  whatt  was  done. 

* 

tjr.  Gtyapttt. 

ri^HEN  called  he  the  .xti.  to  gether/  and  gave  them  power/  and 
auctorite/  over  all  devyls.  And  that  they  myght  heale 
diseases.  And  he  sent  them  to  preache  the  kyngdom  of  god  / 
and  to  cure  tlie  sick.  And  he  say  cl  to  them ;  Take  noo  thinge 
to  sucker  you  by  the  waye:  nether  staffe /  nor  script:/  nether 
breed/  nether  money/  nether  have  two  cootes,  And  wat- 
soever  bousse  ye  enter  into  there  abyde  /  and  thence  depart.?. 
And  whosoever  will  not  receave  you  /  when  ye  departc  from  that 
citie/ shake  of  the  very  dust  from  youre  fete/  for  a  testimony 
agaynst  them.  They  went  forthe  /  and  went  thorowe  the  touncs/ 
preachynge  the  gospell  /  and  healynge  every  wheare. 

Herod  the  tetrarch  herde  off  all  thatt  by  hym  was  done  /  and 
douted  because  it  was  sayd  of  some  /  that  Jhon  was  rysen  agayne 
from  death.  And  off  some  that  Helias  had  apered.  And  off 
other  that  won  off  the  olde  prophettes  was  rysen  agavne. 
And  Herod  sayde :  Jhon  have  y  behedded:  who  is  this  of  whom 
I  here  suche  thynges?  And  he  desired  to  se  hym. 

And  the  Apostles  retoumed/  and  tolde  hym  all  that  they  had 
done.  And  he  toke  them  and  went  a  syde  into  a  solitary  place  / 
neye  to  a  citie  called  Bethsaida.  The  people  knewe  off  it  /  and 
folowed  hym.  And  he  receaved  them  /  and  spake  vnto  them  of 
the  kyngdom  off  God.  And  healed  them  that  had  node  to  lie 
healed.  The  daye  began  to  weare  awaye.  Then  cam  the 
twelve/ and  sayde  vnto  hym:  sendc  the  people  awaye/  that 
they  may  goo  into  the  tounes/  and  villages  round  about  /  and 
lodge/  and  get  meate/  for  we  are  here  in  a  place  of  wildcrnes. 
Then  sayd  he  vnto  them :  Geve  ye  them  meate.  And  they 
sayde:  We  have  no  moo  but  five  loves  and  two  fisshes/  except 
we  shulde  goo  and  bye  meate  for  all  this  people.  And  they 
wer  about  a  five  thousandde  men.  He  sayde  vnto  his  disciples: 
Cause  them  to  sit  donne  by  fyftie  in  a  company.  And  they  did 
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soo/  and  made  them  all  sit  doune.  He  toke  the  five  loves/ 
and  the  two  fisshes  t  and  loked  vp  to  heven  /  and  blessed  them  / 
and  brake  /  and  gave  to  his  disciples  /  to  sett  before  the  people. 
And  tliey  all  ate/  and  wer  satisfied.  And  there  was  taken  vp 

off  thatt  remayned  to  them  /  twelve  baskettes  full  off  broken 
meate. 

Hit  fortuned  as  he  was  alone  prayinge/  hys  disciples  were  with 
hym  /  and  he  axed  them  sayinge  Who  saye  the  people  that  I  am  1 
They  answered  and  sayd :  Jhon  baptist.  Some  say  Helias. 
And  some  saye/  won  of  the  olde  prophetesis  risen  agayne.  He 
sayde  vnto  them :  Who  saye  ye  that  1  am  ?  Peter  answered 
ami  sayde :  thou  arte  the  Christ  off  God.  He  warned  and 
commaunded  them/  that  they  shulde  tell  no  man  that  thinge  / 
sayinge :  That  the  sonne  off  man  must  suffre  many  thynges/  and 
be  reproved  of  the  seniours/  and  of  the  hy  prestes  and  scribes/ 
and  be  slayne/  and  the  thirde  daye  rise  agayne. 

And  he  sayde  to  them  all/  yf  eny  man  will  come  after  me  <  let 
hym  denve  hym  sili’e/  and  take  his  crosse  on  hym  dayly/  and 
folowe  me.  Whosoever  will  save  his  life/  shall  lose  it.  And 
whosoever  shall  lose  his  life  /  for  my  sake/  the  same  shall  save  it. 
For  what  shall  itt  avauntage  a  man  /  to  wyn  the  whole  worlde/ 
yff  he  loose  hym  silfe  ?  or  runne  in  domage  off  hym  silfe  ?  For 
whosoever  is  ashamed  of  me/  and  off  my  sayinges :  off  hym  shall 
the  sonne  of  man  be  ashamed/  when  he  commelh  in  his  awne 
maieste/  and  in  the  maieste  of  his  father/  and  of  the  holy  angels. 
I  tell  you  of  a  surety:  Some  there  are  of  them  thatt  here  stonde  / 
which  shall  not  tast  of  deeth  till  they  se  the  kyngdom  of  God. 

And  it  folowed  about  an  viij,  dayes  after  thoose  sayinges/  he 
toke  Peter/  James/  and  Jhon  /  and  went  vp  into  a  mountayne 
to  praye.  And  as  he  prayed/  the  fassion  of  his  countenauncc 
was  changed/  and  his  garment  was  whyte/  and  shoone.  And 
beholde/  two  men  talked  with  him  /  and  they  were  Moses  and 
Helias/  which  apered  gloriously  /  and  spake  of  his  departinge/ 
whych  he  shulde  ende  att  Jerusalem.  Peter  and  they  that  wer 
with  hym/  wer  hevy  a  slepe.  And  when  they  -woke/  they  saw 
his  maiestie/  and  two  men  stondingc  with  him. 

A  nd  it  chauused  as  they  departed  from  hym  /  Peter  sayde  vnto 
Jesus :  Master/  it  is  goode  beinge  here  for  vs.  Let  vs  make 
th  re.  tabernacles/  won  for  the/  and  won  for  Moses/  and ’Won  for 
Helias.  And  wist  nott  what  he  sayde.  Whyil  he  thus  spake 
there  cam  a  eloude  and  shadowed  them  and  tliey  feared  when 
they  entred  into  the  eloude.  And  there  cam  a  voyce  out  of  the 
eloude  sayinge :  This  is  my  deare  sonne/  heare  hym.  And  as 
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so  tie  as  the  voice  was  past/  Jesus  was  founde  alone.  And  they 
kept  it  cioosse/  and  tolde  noo  man  in  thoosc  dayes  eny  of  those 
thy  ages/  which  they  had  sene. 

Hyt  chaunsed  on  the  nexte  daye  as  they  cam  doune  from  the 
hyll/  moche  people  cam  and  met  hym.  And  beholde  a  man  oif 
the  company  cryed  out  sayinge ;  Master  I  beseche  the  beholde 
my  sonne/  for  he  is  oil  that  1  have ;  and  se/  a  sprete  taketh  hym/ 
and  sodenly  he  cryetli  f  and  he  teareth  livm  that  he  fometh 
agayne  /  and  vneth  departeth  he  from  him  /  when  he  hath  rent 
him:  And  I  have  besought  thy  disciples  to  cast  hym  out/  and 
they  coulde  nott.  Jesus  answered/  and  sayde:  O  generacion 
with  oute  fayth/  and  crokcd:  howe  longe  shall  I  be  with  you  ? 
And  shall  suffre  you  1  Brynge  thy  sonne  bidder.  As  he  yette 
was  a  commynge/  the  fenae  rent  hym  /  and  tare  hym.  Jesus 
rebuked  the  vnclene  sprete  /  and  healed  the  chylde/  and  delivered 
hym  to  hys  father.  And  they  wer  all  amased  att  the  myghty 
power  of  God. 

Whyll  they  wondred  every  one  att  all  thynges  whych  he  did : 
He  sayde  vnto  hys  disciples  :  Lett  these  sayinges  synke  doune 
into  youre  eares.  The  tyme  wyll  come/  when  the  sonne  off  man 
shalbe  delivered  into  the  hondes  oft'  men.  Butt  they  wist  nott. 
what  that  w’orde  meant/  and  yt  was  hyd  from  them  thatt  they 
vnderstod  hytt  not.  And  they  feared  to  axe  hym  off  that 
sayingc. 

Tli ere  arose  a  disputacion  amonge  them/  who  shulde  be  the 
greatest.  When  Jesus  perceaved  the  thoughtes  off  their  hertes/ 
he  toke  a  chylde/  and  sett  hym  hard  by  hym  /  and  sayde  vnto 
them :  Whosoever  receave  thys  chylde  in  my  name,  rcceaveth 
me.  And  whosoever  receaveth  me  /  receaveth  hym  that  sent  me. 
For  he  that  amongest  you  /  ys  the  least/  the  same  shalbe  grcatc. 

Jhon  answered  and  sayde:  Master  we  sawc  won  castynge  out 
devyls  in  thy  name  /  and  we  forbade  hym  /  be  cause  lie  foloweth 
not  with  vs.  And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym:  forbid  ye  hym  not. 
For  he  that  is  nott  agaynst  you/  is  with  you. 

And  it  folowcd  when  the  time  was  com  that  he  shulde  lie 
receaved  vp  that  he  determined  hym  silfe  to  goo  to  Jerusalem  : 
and  sent  messengers  before  hym.  And  they  went/  and  entred 
into  a  citie  of  the  Samaritans  to  make  redy  for  hym .  And  they 
wolde  nott  receave  Jiym/  because  his  face  was  as  though  he  woide 
goo  to  Jerusalem.  When  hys  disciples  /  James  /  and  Jhon  /  sawe 
that  /  they  sayde:  Lorde/  wilt  thou  that  we  commaunde/  that 
lyre  come  doune  from  heven/  and  consume  them  /  even  as  Helias 
did  ?  Jesus  turned  about/  and  rebuked  them  sayinge  :  ye  wote 
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nott  what  maner  sprete  ye  are  off.  The  sonne  of  man  ys  not 
come  to  destroye  mennes  lives/  but. to  save  them.  And  they 
went  to  another  toune. 

Hit  chaunsed  as  they  went  on  their  iorney/  a  certayne  man 
sayd  vnto  hym :  1  wyll  folowe  the  whither  soever  thou  goo. 
Jesus  sayd  vnto  him  :  foxes  have  holes/  and  bryddes  of  the  ayer 
have  nestes :  but  the  sonne  of  man  bath  nott  where  on  to  laye 
his  heed. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  a  nother:  folowe  me.  And  the  same 
sayde :  lorde  suffre  me  fyrst  to  goo  and  burye  my  father.  Jesus 
sayd  vnto  hym  :  Lett  the  deed  /  bury  the  deed :  but  goo  thou 
and  preache  the  kyngdome  off  God. 

And  another  sayde:  I  wyll  folowe  the  lorde:  But  lett  me 
fyrst  goo  bid  them  fare  wele/  which  are  at  home  at  my  housse. 
Jesus  sayd  vnto  him :  No  man  that  putteth  hys  honde  to  the 
piowe/  and  loketh  backe/  is  apte  to  the  kyngdom  of  god. 


Cfye  y.  Chapter. 

A  FTER  that/  the  lorde  apoynted  other  seventie  also/  and  sent 
them/  two  and  two/  before  his  face/  into  every  citie/  and 
place/  whither  he  him  silfe  wolde  come.  And  sayde  vnto  them  : 
the  harvest  is  greate :  but  the  laborers  are  feawe.  Praye  ther- 
forc  the  lorde  of  the  harvest/  to  send  forth  hys  laborers  into  hys 
hervest.  Goo  yourc  wayes.  Beholde  I  sende  you  forthe  as 
lambes  amonge  wolves.  Beare  noo  wallet  nether  scryppe/  nor 
shues/  and  salute  noo  man  by  the  waye.  In  whatsoever  housse 
ye  enter  in/  fyrst  suye:  Peace  be  to  this  housse:  And  yf  the 
sonne  of  peace  be  tlieare/  you  re  peace  shall  rest  apon  hym  /  yff 
nott  /  yt  shall  rcturne  to  you  agayne.  And  in  the  same  housse 
tary  still  eatynge  and  drvnkynge/  suche  as  they  have.  For  the 
laborer  is  worthy  off’  hys  rewarde. 

Go  not  from  housse  to  housse :  and  in  to  whatsoever  citie  ye 
enter/  yf  they  receave  you  /  cate  whatsoever  is  set  before  you/ 
and  heale  the  sicke  that  are  tlieare/  and  saye  vnto  them:  the 
kyngdom  of  god  is  come  neye  apon  you.  But  into  whatsoever 
citie  ye  shall  enter/  yf  they  reeeavc  you  not/  goo  youre  wayes 
out  into  the  stretes  of  the  same/  and  saye :  even  the  very  dust/ 
which  cleavcth  on  vs  of  youre  citie  /  we  wype  of  agaynst  you  : 
Nott  with  stondynge/  marke  this/  that  the  kyngdom  of  God 
was  come  neye  apon  you.  Ye  l  saye  vnto  you  :  that  it  shalbe 
easier  in  that  daye  /  for  Sodom  then  for  that  citie. 

Wo  be  to  the  Chorozin :  wo  he  to  the  bethsaida.  For  if  the 
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miracles  had  bene  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon  /  which  have  hone 
done  in  you/  they  had  a  greate  whyle  agone  repented/  sittyiig 
in  heere  and  asshes.  Never thelcsse  it  shalbe  be  easier  for  Tyre 
and  Sidon/  at  the  iudgment/  then  for  you.  And  thou  Caper¬ 
naum  which  art  exalted  to  heven  /  shalt  be  thrust  doune  to  hel  I . 
whosoever  beareth  you  /  heareth  me :  And  whosoever  despiseth 
you  /  despiseth  me.  And  he  that  despiseth  me  t  despiseth  hym 
that  sent  me. 

The  seventie  returned  agavne  with  ioye  sayinge  /  Lorde  even 
the  very  devyls  are  subdued  to  vs  thorowe  thy  name.  And  he 
sayde  vnto  them:  l  sawe  sathan/  as  it  had  bene  lightenyng/ 
faule  doune  from  heven.  Beholde  I  geve  vnto  you  power  to 
treade  on  serpentes/  and  scorpions  /  and  apon  all  maner  power  of 
the, enemy/  and  nothynge  shall  hurte  you.  Neverlhelesse  in 
thys  reioyse  nott/  that  the  spretes  are  vnder  youre  power :  Butt 
reiovse  /  be  cause  youre  names  axe  written  in  heven. 

That  same  time  reioysed  Jesus  in  the  sprete  /  and  sayde  :  I 
prayse  the  father  lorde  of  heven  and  erth/  because  thou  hast  hyd 
these  thynges  from  the  wyse  and  prudent/  and  hast  opened  them 
to  the  folisshe.  Even  soo  father  for  soo  pleased  it  the/  Ail 
thynges  are  geven  me  off  my  lather.  And  noo  man  knoweth 
who  the  sonne  is  /  butt  the  father :  nether  who  the  father  is  / 
save  the  sonne/  and  he  to  whom  the  sonne  wyll  shewe  hym. 

And  he  turned  to  his  disciples  /  and  sayde  secretly  ’  Happy 
are  the  eyes  /  which  se  that  ye  se.  For  1  tell  you  that  many 
prophetes  and  kynges  have  desired  to  se  thoose  thynges  which 
ye  $e /  and  have  nott  sene  them :  And  to  licare  those  thynges 
whych  yeheare/  and  have  nott  herde  them : 

And  marke/  A  Certayne  La  were  stode  vp  /  and  tempted  hym 
sayinge:  Master  what  shall  I  do/  to  inheret  eternall  lyfe?  lie. 
sayd  vnto  him  :  What  ys  written  in  the  lawe  ?  Howe  redest 
thou  ?  And  he  answered  and  sayde :  Thou  shalt  love  thy  lorde 
god/  wyth  all  thy  hertz  and  wyth  all  thy  soule/  and  with  all 
thy  strengthe/  and  with  all  thy  mynde:  and  thy  neghbour  as 
thy  sylfe.  And  he  sayde  vnto  nym :  Thou  hast  answered  right. 
This  do  and  thou  shalt  live.  He  willynge  to  iustifie  hym  silfe  / 
sayde  vnto  Jesus :  Who  ys  then  my  neghbour  ? 

Jesus  answered  and  sayde :  A  certayne  man  descended  from 
Jerusalem  into  Jericho  /  And  fell  into  the  hondcs  off  theves  / 
whych  robbed  hym  off  his  rayment  and  wonded  hym/  and  de¬ 
parted  levynge  hym  haife  deed.  And  yt  chaunsed  that  there  cam 
a  certayne  preste  that  same  waye/  and  sawe  hym/  and  passed  by. 
And  lyke  wyse  a  levite/  when  he  was  come  neye  to  the  place/ 
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went  and  loked  on  hytn  /  and  passed  by.  Then  a  certayne  Sa¬ 
mar  i  tan  e/  as  he  iornyed/  cam  neve  vntohym/  and  beheldehym/ 
and  had  compassion  on  hym  /  ana  cam  to  hym  /  and  bounde  vppe 
liys  wondes/  and  poured  in  wyne/  and  oyle/  and  layed  him 
on  his  beaste/  and  brought  hym  to  a  common  hostry/  and  drest 
him.  And  on  the  morowe  when  he  departed/  he  toke  out  two 
pence/  and  gave  them  to  the  host  and  said  vnto  him.  Take  care 
of  him/  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest  above  this/  when  I  come 
agayne  I  will  recompcnce  the.  Which  nowe  off  these  thre/ 
thynkest  thou  was  neghbour  vnto  him  that  fell  into  the  theves 
hondes  ?  And  he  answered :  he  that  shewed  mercy  on  hym. 
Then  sayd  Jesus  vnto  hym.  Goo  and  do  thou  lyke  wyse. 

Hyt  fortuned  as  he  went  /  that  he  entred  into  a  certayne  toune. 
And  a  certayne  woman  named  Martha/  receaved  hym  into  her 
housse.  And  this  woman  had  a  sister  called  Mari/  which  sate 
at  Jesus  fete/  and  herde  Jesus  preachynge :  Martha  was  combred 
about  moche  servynge/  and  stode  and  sayde :  Master  /  doest  thou 
not  care/  that  my  sister  hath  leeft  me  to  minister  alone  ?  Bid 
her  therfore/  that  she  helpe  me.  And  Jesus  answered/  and 
sayde  vnto  her:  Martha/  Martha/  thou  arte  busied/  and 
troublest  thy  silfe/  about  many  thynges:  verely  one  ys  nedfull/ 
Mary  hath  chosen  her  a  good  parte/  which  shall  not  be  taken 
awaye  from  her. 


C$t  rj.  Cfjapttr. 

\  ND  it  fortuned  as  he  was  prayinge  in  a  certayne  place:  when 
he  ceased  /  won  of  his  disciples  sayd  vnto  him :  Master 
tcaehe  vs  to  praye/  As  Jhon  taught  his  disciples.  And  he  sayd 
vnto  them:  When  ye  praye/  saye:  Oure  father  which  arte  in 
heven  /  halowed  he  thy  name.  Lett  thy  kyngdome  come.  Thy 
will/  be  fulfillet /  even  in  erth  as  it  is  in  heven.  Oure  dayly 
breed  geve  vs  this  daye.  And  forgeve  vs  oure  synnes :  For  even 
we  forgeve  every  man  that  traspaseth  vs/  and  ledde  vs  not  into 
temptacion  /  Butt  deliver  vs  from  evyll  Amen. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  which  of  you  shall  have  a  trend e 
and  shall  goo  to  hym  att  mydnyght  /  and  saye  vnto  hym :  frende 
lende  me  foure  loves  for  a  frende  of  myne  is  come  out  off  the 
waye  to  me  t  and  I  have  nothynge  to  sett  before  him  /  And  he 
with  in  shall  andswer  and  saye :  Trouble  me  nott/  nowe  is  the 
doreshett/  and  my  servaunttes  are  with  me  in  the  chamber/  1 
cannot  ryse  and  geve  them  to  the.  I  saye  vnto  you :  though  he 
woll  not  aryse  and  geve  hym/  be  cause  he  is  his  frende :  Yet 
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because  of  hys  importunite  he  woll  ryse  and  geve  hym  as  many 
as  lie  nedeth. 

Aud  I  saye  vnto  you  :  axrf*  and  yt  shalbe  gcven  you.  Seke/ 
and  ye  shall  fynde.  knocke  /  and  it  shalbe  opened  vnto  you. 
For  every  one  that  axetli  /  receaveth :  and  he  that  seketh  /  fynd- 
eth ;  and  to  him  that  knocketh  shall  it  be  opcnned.  Yf  the 
sonne  axe  breed  off  eny  off  you  which  ys  hys  father :  wyll  he 
proffer  hym  a  stone?  Or  yfi  he  axe  fisshe/  wyll  he  geve  hym  a 
serpent :  Or  yf  he  axe  an  egge  :  wyll  he  proffer  him  a  scorpion? 
Yf  ye  then  which  are  evyll  /  knowe  howe  to  geve  good  giftes 
vnto  youre  chyldren  ?  Howe  moche  more  shall  youre  father  celes- 
tiall/  geve  a  good  sprete  to  them/  that  desire  it  of  hym. 

And  he  was  a  castynge  out  a  devyll/.whyche  was  dom.  And 
it  folowed  when  the  devyll  was  gone  out/  the  dom  spake/  and 
the  people  wondred.  Some  off  them  sayde:  he  casteth  out 
devyls  by  the  power  of  Beizebub/  the  chefe  of  the  devyls.  And 
other  tempted  hym  sekynge  of  hym  a  signe  from  heven.  He 
knewe  their  ihoughtes  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  Every  kyugdom/ 
at  debate  with  iu  it  silfe  shalbe  desolate :  and  won  houssc  shall 
fall  apon  another.  Soo  if  Satan  be  at  variaunce  with  in  hym 
silve :  howe  shall  his  kyngdom  endure  ?  Be  cause  ye  say  that  1 
cast  out  devyls  by  the  power  off  Beizebub?  Yf  I  by  the  power 
of  Beizebub  caste  oute  devyles :  by  whose  power  /  do  youre 
chyldren  cast  them  out  ?  Therfore  shall  they  be  youre  nidges. 
Butt  if  I  with  the  finger  off  God  cast  out  devyls  /  noo  doute/  the 
kyngdom  of  God  is  come  apon  you. 

When  a  stronge  man  armed  watcheth  his  houssc :  That  he 
possesseth  /  is  in  peace.  But  when  a  stronger  then  he  coraeth 
apon  hym  /  and  overcometh  hym :  he  taketh  from  him  /  his  harnes/ 
wheriu  he  trusted  /  and  devideth  his  gooddes.  He  that  is  not  with 
me  is  agaynst  me.  And  he  that  gadereth  nott  with  me  scatterch. 

When  the  vnclene  sprete  is  gone  out  of  a  man  /  he  walketh 
through  waterlesse  places  sekynge  reest.  And  when  he  fyndeth 
none  /  he  sayeth :  1  will  returne  agayne  vnto  my  houssc  whence 
I  cam  out.  And  when  he  commeth  /  he  fyndeth  it  swept  and 
garnisshed.  Then  goeth  he  and  taketh  seven  other  spretes  with 
hym  worsse  then  hym  silfe/  and  they  enter  in  /  and  dwell  there. 
And  the  ende  off  that  man/  is  worsse  then  the  begynnynge. 

Hit  fortuned  as  he  thus  spake/  a  certayne  woman  of  the  com¬ 
pany  lyfte  vp  her  voyce  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym;  Happy  is  the 
wombe  that  bare  the  and  the  pappes/  which  gave  the  sucke. 
Butt  he  sayde :  Happy  are  they  that  heare  the  worde  off  God  / 
and  kepe  it. 
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When  the  people  wer  gadered  thicke  to  geder :  He  began  to 
$aye  ;  This  is  an  evyll  nacion.  They  seke  a  signer  and  there 
shall  uoo  signe  be  geven  them/  but  the  signe  off  Jonas  the  pro¬ 
phet.  For  as  Jonas  was  a  signe  to  the  Ninivites/  so  shall  the 
sonne  off  man  be  to.  this  nacion.  The  qucnc  off  the  southe  shall 
ryse  at  the  iudgement/  with  the  men  of  this  generacion  r  and 
condempue  them :  for  she  cam  from  the  ende  of  the  worlde  /  to 
heare  the  wisdom  of  Solomon :  and'beholde  a  greater  then  Solo¬ 
mon  is  here.  The  men  off  Ninivite  shall  -ryse  at  the  iudgement  / 
with  this  generacion  r  and  shall  condempne  them  :  tor  they 
repented  at  the  preachynge  of  Jonas :  and  beholder  a  greater 
then  Jonas  is  here. 

Noo  man  lighteth  a  candellr  and  putteth  it  in  a  preve  place/ 
nether  vnder  a  busshel :  Butt  on  a  candelsticke /  that  they  that 
come  in  r  muye  se  light.  The  light  off  thy  body  is  thyne  eye. 
Therforer  when  thyne  eye  is  single:  then  is  all  thy  boddy  full 
off  light.  Butt  if  thyne  eye  be  evyll:  then  shall  all  thy  body 
be  full  of  darknes?  Take  hede  therfore  thatt  the  light  whiche 
is  in  ther  be  nott  durknes.  For  if  all  thy  body  shalbc  light/ 
havynge  noo  parte  darke  :  then  shall  all  be  toll  off  light  /  even 
as  when  a  candell  doeth  light  the  with  his  brightnes. 

And  as  he  spaker  a  ccrtayne  pharise  besought  hym  to  dyne 
with  hym :  and  Jesus  went  in/  ai\d  sate  doune  to  meate.  When 
the  pharise  sawe  that  he  marveylled  that  he  had  nott  wessehed 
before  dynner.  And  the  lorde  sayde  to  hym:  Nowe  do  yer  O 
pharises  /  make  clene  the  out  syde  of  the  cupper  and  of  the  plat¬ 
ter  :  but  youre  inwarde  parties  are  full  of  raveninge  and  wicked- 
ues.  Yc  foies  did  not  he  that  made  that  which  is  with  out : 
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make  that  which  is  within  alsoo  ?  Neverthelesse  ye  geve  of  that 
that  ye  have  /  and  beholde  all  is  clene  to  you. 

But  wo  be  to  you  pharises/  for  ye  tythe  the  myntr  and  rewer 
and  all  manner  erbesr  and  passe  over  iudgment/  and  the  love  of 
God.  These  ought  ye  to  have  done/  and  nott  to  have  left  the 
other  ondone. 

Wo  be  to  you  pharises :  for  ye  love  the  vppormost  seates  in 
the  sinagoges/  and  gretynges  in  the  markettes. 

Wo  be  to  you  scribes  and  pharises  ypocrites/  for  ye  are  as 
graves  which  aperenotr  and  men  that  waike  over  them  /are  nott 
ware  of  them. 


Then  answered  one  of  the  lawears/  and  sayd  vnto  hym ;  Mas¬ 
ter/  thus  sayinger  thou  puttest  vs  to  rebuke  also.  Then  he  sayde : 
Wo  be  to  you  also  ye  lawears:  for  ye  lade  men  with  burthens 
greveous  to  be  borne/  and  ye  you  reselves  touche  nott  the  packes 
with  one  of  youre  fingers.  ^  g 
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Wo  be  to  you  that  bilde  the  sepulcres  off  the  prophetes :  for 
youre  fathers  killed  them  :  Truely  ye beare  w itnes /  that  ye  alowe 
the  deties  of  youre  fathers  :  tor  they  killed  them  /  and  yc  bilde 
their  sepulcres. 

Therfore  sayde  the  wisdom  off  God :  I  will  send  them  pro¬ 
phetes  and  Apostles/  and  off  them  they  shall  slee  and  jajrseeute. 
That  the  bloud  off  all  the  prophettes/  which  was  sliced  from  the 
begynnynge  off  the  worlde  /  maye  he  requyred  off  this  gcneracion  / 
from  the  bloud  of  Abel  vnto  the  bloud  off  Zacary/  whichc 
perissbed  bitwene  the  aulter  and  the  temple.  Verely  1  saye  vnto 
you  :  it  shalbe  requyred  of  this  nacion. 

Wo  be  to  you  lawears :  for  ye  have  taken  awaye  the  kayc  of 
knowledge/  ye  entred  not  in  youreselves/  and  them  that  came 
in  yc  forbade. 

when  he  thus  spake  vnto  them  /  the  lawears/  and  the  pliarises  / 
began  to  wexe  busy  about  hym  and  to  stoop  his  mougth  with 
.many  questions  /  Layingcwayte  for  hym  /  and  seekynge  to  catchc 
some  thyng  of  his  mougbt/  wherby  they  myght  accuse  hym. 


yij.  Chapter. 


As 


there  gadered  to  gedthcr  an  innumerable  multitude  off 
people  (in  so  moche  that  they  trood  won  another)  he  began 
to  saye  vnto  his  disciples :  Fyrtt  of  all  beware  of  the  leven  off  the 
pharises/  which  is  ypocrysy.  For  there  is  nothynge  covered  / 
that  shall  not  be  vneovered :  nether  hid/  that  shall  not  be  knovven. 
Wherfore  whatsoever  ye  have  spoken  in  darknes :  that  same 
slialbe  bearde  in  light.  And  that  which  ye  have  spoken  in  the 
care  /  even  in  secret  places/  shalbe  preached  even  on  the  toppe 
of  the  housses. 

I  saye  vnto  you  my  frendes  :  feare  ye  not  them  tliat  kvll  the 
body/  and  after  that  have  nothynge  tliat  he  can  tnoare  do.  I 
will  shew©  you/  whom  ye  shall  feare.  Feare  hym  which  after 
he  hath  kylled/  hath  power  to  cast  in  to  hell.  Ye  I  saye  vnto 
you  /  hym  feare.  Are  nott  five  sparowes  bought  for  two  far- 
thynges?  and  none  off  them  is  forgotten  of  God.  Ye  the  very 
heers  of  vour  heed  are  nombred.  Feare  nott  therfore :  Ye  are 
tnoare  off  value  then  many  sparowes. 

I  saye  vnto  you  :  Whosoever  confesseth  me  before  men  /  even 
hym  shall  the  sdnne  off  man  confesse  also  before  the  angels  of 
God.  And  he  that  denyeth  me  before  men:  shalbe  denyed 
before  the  angels  off  God.  And  whosoever  speaketh  a  worde 
agaynste  the  sonne  of  man  itt  shalbe  forgeven  hym.  Butt  vnto 
hym  thatt  blasphemeth  the  holy  goost/  it  shall  not  be  forgeven. 
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When  they  brynge  you  into  their  sinagoges  /  and  vnto  their 
rulers  /  and  officiers  /  take  noo  thought  how  or  what  thynge  ye 
shall  answcre  r  or  what  ye  shall  speake.  For  the  holy  goost 
shall  teache  you  in  the  same  houre  /  what  ye  ought  to  saye. 

Won  off ‘the  company  sayde  vnto  hym:  Master/  bid  my 
brother  devide  the  ennerytaunce  with  me.  And  he  sayde  vnto 
hym :  Man  /  who  made  me  a*  iudge  /  or  a  devider  over  you  ? 
And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  take  hede/  and  beware  of  coveteons- 
ness.  For  no  mannes  life  stondeth  in  the  haboundaunce  of  the 
thvnges  which  he  possesseth  And  he  put  forth  a  similitude  vnto 
them  sayiugc : 

The  londes  of  a  certayne  man  brought  forth  frutes  plen- 
teously  /  and  he  thought  in  hym  silfe  sayinge:  whatt  shall  1  do/ 
liecause  I  have  noo  roume  where  to  bestowe  my  frutes?  And 
he  sayde :  This  will  I  do.  I  will  destroye  my  barnes  /  and  bilde 
greater  /  and  tber  in  will  I  gadder  all  my  fruetes  /  and  all  my 
goodes ;  and  1  will  saye  to  my  souie :  Soule  thou  hast  moche 
goodcs  layde  vp  in  stoore  for  many  yeares/  take  thyne  ease: 
cate  /  drynke  and  be  mery.  But  God  sayde  vnto  hym :  Thou 
foie/  this  nyght  will  they  fetche  awaye  thy  souie  agayne  from 
the.  Then  whose  shall  thoose  thynges  be  which  thou  hast 
provided  ?  So  is  itt  with  hym  thatt  gaddreth  ryches/  and  is 
not  ryche  in  God. 

Ana  he  spake  vnto  his  disciples :  Therfore  1  saye  vnto  you : 
Take  no  tought  for  youre  lyfc  /  wliat  ye  shall  eate/  Nether  for 
yourc  body/  what  ye  shall  putt  on.  The  lyfe  is  moore  then 
meatc  /  and  the  body  is  moore  then  rayment.  Marcke  wele  the 
ravens  /for  they  nether  sowe/  nor  repe/  which  nether  have  stoore 
Ijousse  ner  harne/  and  yet  God  fedeth  them.  Howe  moche  are 
ye  better  then  the  foules. 

Which  of  you  with  takynge  tought  can  adde  to  his  stature 
won  cubytt?  Yf  ye  then  be  nott  able  to  do  that  tliynge  which 
is  least :  why  take  ye  thought  for  the  remnaunt  ?  Consydere 
the  lylies  howe  they  growe :  They  laboure  nott :  They  spyn  not : 
and  I  saye  vnto  you  /  Solomon  in  all  his  royalte  was  nott  clothed 
lyke  vnto  one  of  these. 

Yf  God  then  soo  clothe  the  grasse  which  is  to  daye  in  the 
fclde3/  and  to  morowe  shalbe  cast  into  the  fornacc:  howe  moche 
moore  wyll  he  clothe  you/  o  ye  endued  with  litell  faith?  And 
axe  nott  what  ye  shall  eate/  or  what  ye  shall  dryukc/  nether 
clymc  yc  vp  an  hye  /  for  all  suclie  thynges  the  hethen  people  of 
the  worlde  seke  for.  Youre  father  knoweth  that  ye  have  nede  off 
suclie  thynges.  Wherfore  seke  ye  after  the  kyngdome  off  heven  / 
and  all  these  thynges  shalbe  ministred  vnto  you. 
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Feare  not  litell  floocke  t  for  it  is  youre  fathers  pleasure/  to 
geve  you  a  kyngdom.  Sell  that  ye  have  /  and  geve  almes.  And 
make  you  bagges  /  which  wexe  noOt  olde/  and  treasure  that 
fayleth  nott  in  neven  /  where  noo  thefe  commcth  /  nether  moth 
corrupteth.  For  where  youre  treasure  ys  /  There  will  youre 
hertes  be  also. 

Lett  youre  loynes  be  gerdde  about/  and  youre  lightes  bren- 
nynge/  and  ye  youre  selves/  lyke  vnto  men /  that  watche  for 
their  master  when  he  woll  returne  from  a  weddynge :  that  as 
sone  as  he  commeth  and  knocked)  /  they  maye  open  vnto  liym. 
Happy  are  thoose  servauntes  /  which  their  lorde  /  when  he 
commeth/  shall  fynde  wakynge/  verely  1  saye  vnto  you/  he 
will  gerdde  hym  silfe  about  /  and  make  them  sitt  doune  to  meate/ 
and  walke  by  them  /  and  minister  vnto  them.  And  yf  he  come 
in  the  secoude 'watche  /  ye  yf  he  come  in  the  thyrd  watchc  /  and 
shall  fynde  them  soo  /  happy  are  thoose  servauntes. 

This  shall  ye  vnderstonde/  that  yff  the  good  man  of  the 
housse/  had  knowen  what  houre  the  thefe  wolac  have  commen  / 
he  wolde  suerly  have  watched:  and  not  have  suffered  his  housse 
to  have  bene  broken  vppe.  Be  ye  prepared  therfore  for  the 
sonne  of  man  will  come  att  an  houre  when  ye  tliynke/  not. 

Then  Peter  sayde  vnto  him :  Master  tellestthou  this  similitude 
vnto  vs  /  or  to  all  men  ?  And  the  lorde  saide :  who  is  a  faith  full 
stewarde/  and  a  discrete/  whom  his  lorde  shall  make  ruler  over 
his  housholde /  togevethem  their  dueti  of  meate/  at  due  season. 
Happy  is  that  servaunt  /  whom  his  master  when  he  cometh  shall 
finde  soo  doinge.  Of  a  trueth  I  saye  vnto  you :  that  he  will 
make  him  rueler  over  all  that  he  hathe.  But  and  if  the  evyll 
servaunt  shall  saye  in  his  hert:  My  master  wyll  differre  his 
commynge/  and  shall  begyn  to  smyte  the  servauntes/  and 
maydens/  and  to  eateand  drynke/  and  to  be  dronken :  the  lorde 
off  that  servaunt  wyll  come  in  a  daye  /  when  lie  thynketh  nott  / 
and  att  an  houre  when  he  is  not  ware/  and  wyll  devyde  hym/ 
and  will  geve  him  his  rewarde  /  with  the  onbelevers. 

The  servaunt  that  knewe  his  masters  wyll  /  and  prepared  nott 
him  silfe  /  nether  did  accordynge  to  his  will/  shalbe  beten  with 
many  strypes.  Butt  he  that  knewe  nott  /  and  hath  committed 
thynges  worthy  of  strypes/  shalbe  beaten  with  feawe  strypes. 
For  vnto  whom  moche  ys  geven :  off  him  shalbe  moehe  re- 
quyred.  And  to  whom/  men  moche  commytt/  the  moare  of 
hym  will  they  axe. 

I  cam  to  sende  fyre  on  erth  :  and  what  ys  my  desyre  but  that 
yt  were  all  redy  kyndled  ?  Nott  with  stondinge  I  muste  be 
baptised  with  a  baptism.  And  how  am  I  payned  till  it  be  ended? 
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Suppose  ye  that  I  am  come  to  sende  peace  on  erth  ?  I  tell  you/ 
naye :  but  Tather  debate.  For  hence  forthe  there  shalbe  five  iu 
won  housse  devided/  thre  agaynst  two/  and  two  agaynst  thre. 
The  father  shalbe  devided  agaynst  the  sonne/  and  the  sonne 
agaynst  the  lather.  The  mother  agaynst  the  doughter/  and  the 
doughter  agaynst  the  mother.  The  motherelawe  agaynst  the 
doughterelawc  /  and  the  doughterelawe  agaynst  the  mothere¬ 
lawe. 

Then  sayde  he  to  the  people :  when  ye  se  a  cloude  ryse  out  off 
the  west  strayght  waye  ye  saye;  we  shall  have  ashewer/  and  soo 
it  is.  And  when  ye  se  the  south  wynde  blow/  ye  saye:  we 
shall  have  heet  /  and  it  cotnmeth  to  passe.  Y  pocrites  /  ye  can 
skvll  of  the  fassion  of  the  erth/  and  of  the  skye;  but  what  is  the 
cause  /  that  ye  cannot  skyil  of  this  tyme '(  Ye  and  why  iudge 
ye  nott  off  youre  selves  /  that  which  is  rightewes. 

Whill  thou  guest  with  thyne  adversary  to  the  rueler  :  as  thou 
arte  in  the  way e/  geve  diligence  that  thou  mayst  be  delivered 
from  hym  /  least  he  brynge  the  to  the  iudge  /  ana  the  iudge  deli¬ 
ver  the  to  the  ioylar  /  and  the  ioylar  cost  the  in  to  preson.  I 
tell  the  thou  departest  not  thence/  tyll  thou  have  made  goode 
the  vtmose  farthynge. 


Cf}t  Cfjaptrr. 

'T'HERE  were  present  at  the  same  season/  that  shewed  hym 
of  the  galileans/  whose  bloude  Pilate  mengled  with  their 
awnc  sacrifice.  And  Jesus  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  them : 
Suppose  ye  that  these  galileans/  were  greater  synners  then  all 
other  galileans  be  cause  they  suffred  suche  puny  ashmen  t  ?  I 
tell  you  naye :  but  except  ye  repent  /  ye  shall  all  in  lyke  wyse 
pevysshe.  Or  thynke  ye  that  those  xviij.  apon  whom  the  toure 
in  siloe  fell  and  slewe  them/  were  synners  above  all  men  that 
dwell  in  Jherusalem  ?  1  telle  you  naye  :  Butt  excepte  ye  repent/ 
ye  all  shall  lyke  wyse  perisshe. 

lie  put  forthe  this  similitude/  A  certayne  man  had  a  fygge 
tree  in  his  vyneyarde/  and  he  cam  and  sought  frute  thereon  / 
and  foundc  none.  Then  sayde  he  to  the  dresser  of  his  vyne- 
yarde :  Beholde  /  this  thre  yeare  have  I  come  and  sought  frute  in 
this  fygge  tree/  and  fvnde  none  /  cut  it  dotme/  why  cumbreth  hit 
the  grounde  ?  And  he  answered  and  sayde  vnto  him :  lorde  lett 
it  alone  this  yeare  also  /  till  I  digge  rounde  aboute  it  /  and  donge 
it/  to  se  whether  ft  will  beare  frute.  yf  not/  then  after  that/ 
cut  hym  doune. 
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He  taught  in  won  of  their  sinagogges  on  the  saboth  dayes  / 
And  beholdc  there  was  a  woman  which  had  a  sprete  off  infirmi- 
tie  .xviij.  yeares :  and  was  bowed  to  gether  /  and  collide  liott 
well  lifte  vp  her  silfe.  When  Jesus  sawe  her  /  he  called  her  to 
hym  /  and  sayde  to  her :  woman  thou  arte  delivered  from  thy 
disease.  Ana  he  layde  his  hondes  on  her/  and  immediatly  she 
was  made  strayght/  and  glorified  God.  The  ruler  off  the  sina> 
goge  answered  with  iudiguacion  (be  cause  that  Jesus  had  healed 
on  the  saboth  daye)  And  sayde  vnto  the  people :  There  are  sixe 
dayes  in  the  weke/  in  which  men  ought  to  worke/  in  them  come 
and  be  healed  /  and  nott  on  the  saboth  daye. 

Then  answered  hym  the  lorde  and  sayd :  Ypocrite/  doth  not 
eache  one  of  you  on  the  saboth  daye.  loose  his  oxe/  or  his  asse/ 
from  the  stall/  and  leade  hym  to  the  water  ?  And  shulde  not 
tliis  Uoughter  of  Abraham/  be  loosed  from  this  bonde  on  the 
saboth  daye/  whom  Sathan  hath  boundc  loo/  xviij.  yeares? 
And  when  he  thus  sayde/  all  his  adversaris  were  ashamed/  and 
all  the  people  reioysed  on  all  the  excellent  dedes/  that  were 
done  by  him. 

Then  sayde  he :  What  is  the  kyngdom  of  God  like  ?  or  where 
to  shall  I  compare  it  ?  It  is  lyke  a  grayne  of  mustard  seedc  / 
which  a  man  toke  and  sowed  in  his  garden  :  and  it  grewe  /  and 
wexed  a  greate  tree/  and  the  foules  off  the  aycr  bilt  in  the 
braunches  of  it. 

And  agayne  he  sayde :  where  vnto  shall  1  lyken  the  kyngdom 
of  God?  it  is  lyke  leven/  which  a  woman  tokc/  and  hidtle  in  thre 
busshels  of  fioure  /  till  all  was  thorow  le vended.  And  he  went 
thorowc  cities  and  tounes  teachynge/  and  toke  his  iorney  to* 
wardes  Jerusalem. 

Then  sayde  won  vnto  hym :  Lorde/  are  there  feawe  that  shalbe 
saved  ?  And  he  sayde  vnto  them  /  stryve  with  yourcselves  to 
enter  in  at  the  strayte  gate:  For  many  1  saye  vnto  you/  will 
seke  to  enter  in/  and  shall  nott  be  able.  When  the  good  man 
of  the  housse  is  risen  vp/  and  hathe  sbett  fast  the  dore/  and  ye 
begyn  to  stonde  with  out/  and  to  knocke  at  the  dore  saynge: 
Lorde  /  lorde  /  open  vnto  vs :  and  he  shall  answer  and  saye  vnto 
you :  1  knowe  nott  whence  ye  are.  Then  shall  ye  begyn  to  saye. 
We  have  eaten/  and  dronken  in  thy  presence/  and  thou  hast 
taught  in  oure  stretes.  And  he  shall  saye :  I  tell  you  /  I  wott 
nott  whence  ye  are :  departefrom  me  all  ye  workers  off  iniquytie. 
There  shalbe  wepynge/  and  gnasshynge  of  tetli :  when  ye  shall 
se  Abraham/  and  Ysaac/  and  Jacob/  and  all  the  prophetes  in 
the  kyngdom  of  God/  and  youre  selves  thrust  oute  a  dores.  And 
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t  hey  shall  come  from  the  eest/  and  from  the  weest  /  and  from 
the  northe/  and  from  the  sou  the/  and  shall  reest  in  the  kyngdom 
of  god.  And  bcholde  /  there  are  last/  which  shalbe  fyrst :  And 
there  arc  fyrst  which  shalbe  last. 

The  same  daye  there  cam  certaine  of  the  pharises/  and  sayde 
vnto  hym :  Gett  the  out  of  the  waye  /  and  departe  hence  :  for 
Hcrode  will  kyll  the.  And  he  sayd  vnto  them :  Goo  ye  and  tell 
that  foxe  /  beholde  I  cast  oute  devils  /  and  heale  the  people  to 
daye  and  to  morowe/  and  the  thyrd  daye  I  make  an  ende. 
Neverthelcsse/  I  muste  walke  to  daye  and  to  morowe/  and  the 
daye  iblowinge :  For  it  cannott  be  /  that  a  prophet  perisshe  eny 
other  where/ save  att  Jerusalem. 

O  Jerusalem/  Jerusalem/  which  killest  prophetes/  and  stonest 
them  that  are  sent  to  the :  howe  often  wolde  I  have  gadered  thy 
children  to  gedder/  as  the  hen  her  nest  voder  her  wynges/  and 
thou  woldest  nott.  Bcholde  youre  habitacion  shalbe  left  vnto 
you  desolate.  For  I  tell  you  /  ye  shall  not  se  me  vntill  the  time 
come  that  ye  shall  say e/  blessed  ys  he  thatcommeth  in  the  name 
.  off  the  lorde. 


t 

jtfttj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  it  chaunsed  that  he  went  into  the  housse  of  won  off  the 
chefe  pharises  to  eate  breed  /  on  a  saboth  daye :  and  they 
watched  hym.  And  beholde  there  was  a  man  before  hym/ 
which  had  the  dropsy.  And  Jesus  answered  and  spake  vnto  the 
iawears  and  pharises/  sayinge :  is  hit  laufull  to  heale  on  the 
saboth  daye  ?  And  they  helde  their  peace.  He  toke  the  man 
fcnd  healed  him/  and  lett  hym  goo.  And  answered  them  say¬ 
inge  :  whielie  of  you  shall  have  an  asse/  or  an  oxe/  fallen  into  a 
pitt /  and  will  nott  straight  waye  pull  him  out  on  the  saboth 
daye  ?  And  they  coulde  not  answer  hym  agayne  to  that. 

He  putt  forthe  a  similitude  to  the  gestes/  when  he  marked 
howe  they  pressed  to  the  hyest  roumes/  and  sayd  vnto  them  : 
When  tliou  arte  bidden  to  a  weddynge  of  eny  man/  sitt  nott 
doune  in  the  hyest  rourae/  lest  a  more  honorable  man  then  thou 
be  bidden  of  hym/  and  he  that  badde  both  hym  and  the/  come 
and  saye  to  the :  geve  this  man  roumc.  And  thou  then  begyn 
with  shame  to  take  the  lowest  roume.  But  rather  when  thou 
arte  bidden/  goo  and  sit  in  the  lowest  roume/  that  when  he  that 
bade  the  commelh/  he  maye  saye  vnto  the:  frende  sitt  vp 
hyer.  Then  shalt  thou  have  preyase  in  the  presence  of  them 
that  sitt  at  rneate  with  the.  For  whosoever  exalteth  hym  silfe/ 
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shalbe  brought  lowe :  And  he  that  humbieth  him  silfe  shall*? 
exalted . 

Then  sayde  he  also  to  him  that  bade  him  to  diner :  When 
tbou  makest  a  diner/  or  a  supper :  call  not  thy  frendes/  nor  thy 
brethren  /  nether  thy  kinsmen  /  nor  yet  riche  neghbours:  lest  they 
bidde  the  agyne  /  and  make  the  recompence.  Butt  when  thou 
makest  a -feast/  call  the  povre/  the  maymed/  the  lame/  and  the 
blinde/  and  thou  shalt  be  happy  :  For  they  canuot  recompence 
the.  Butt  thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the  resurreccion  of  the 
iuste  men. 

When  won  of  them  that  sate  at  raeate  also  herde  that'  he 
sayde  vnto  hym :  happy  is  he  that  eateth  breed  in  the  kyngdome 
of  god.  Then  sayd  he  to  hym :  A  certayne  man  ordened  a 
greate  supper  /  and  bade  many  /  and  sent  bis  servaunt  att  supper 
time/  to  saye  to  them  that  were  bidden/  come  :  for  ail  thynges 
are  redy.  And  they  all  atonce  began  to  make  excuse.  'Hie 
fyrst  sayd  vnto  hym  :  I  have  bought  a  ferine/  and  I  must  nedes 
goo  ana  se  it/  1  praye  the  have  me  excused.  And  another 
sayd:  I  have  bought  fyve  yooke  of  oxen/  and  1  must  goo  to 
prove  them  r  I  praye  the  have  me  excused.  The  thyrde  sayd  : 
I  have  maried  a  wyfe/  and  therfore  1  cannot  come.  And  the 
servaunt  went  agayne/  and  brought  his  master  worde  there  of. 

Then  was  the  good  man  of  the  housse  displeased  r  and  sayd 
to  his  servaunt :  Goo  out  quickly  into  the  stretes  and  quarters 
of  the  citie/  and  brynge  in  hidder  the  povre/  and  the  maymed/ 
and  the  halt/  and  the  blinde.  And  the  servaunt  sayd  :  lorde  it 
is  done  as  thou  commmaundest/  and  yet  there  is  roume.  And 
the  lorde  sayd  to  the  servaunt :  Go  out  into  the  hie  wayes  and 
hedges/  and  compell  them  to  come  in/  that  my  housse  maye  be 
filled.  For  I  saye  vnto  you  /  that  none  of  those  men  which  were 
bidden  /  shall  tast  of  my  supper. 

There  went  a  greate  company  with  him/  and  he  turned  and 
saide  vnto  them :  Yf  a  man  come  to  me/  and  hate  not  his  lather 
and  mother  /  and  wyfe  /  and  children  /  and  brethren  /  and  sisters/ 
more  over  and  hys  awne  life/  he  cannot  he  my  disciple.  And 
whosoever  beare  nott  bys  crosse  and  come  after  me  cannot  be  my 
disciple. 

Wnich  of  you  is  he  that  is  desposed  to  bilde  a  toure/  and 
sitteth  not  doune  before  and  counteth  the  cost  Whether  he  have 
sufficient  to  performe  it  ?  lest  after  he  hath  layde  the  foundacion  / 
and  is  nott  able  to  performe  it/  all  that  beholde  it/  begyn  to 
moocke  hym  sayinge :  This  man  began  to  bilde  /  and  was  not  able 
to  make  an  ende.  What  kynge  goeth  to  make  batayle  agaynst 
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another  kynge/  and  sitteth  not  doune  fyrst  /  and  casteth  in  his 
my  tide  t  wether  he  be  able  with  ten  thousaude  to  mete  him  that 
cometh  agaynst  hym  with  twenty  thousand  /  or  els  whill  the 
otlier  is  yett  a  greate  waye  off/  he  will  sende  embas  sea  tours  / 
and  desyre  peace.  Soo  lyke  wyse/  none  of  you  that  forsaketh 
nott  all  that  he  hathe/  can  be  my  disciple. 

Salt  is  good/  but  if  salte  be  corupte/  what  shalbe  seasoned 
there  with?  It  is  nether  good  for  the  londe/  nor  yet  for  the 
donge  hill  /  men  cast  it  out  at  the  dores.  He  that  hath  eares  to 
heare/  let  him  heare. 


€$<  jrb.  Chapter. 
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T^HEN  resorted  vnto  hint  all  the  publicans  and  synners/  for  to 
heare  him.  And  the  pharisee/  and  scribes  grudged  sainge : 
He  receaveth  to  his  company  synners/  and  eateth  with  them. 
Then  put  he  fortlie  this  similitude  to  them  sayinge  :  What  man 
of  you  havynge  an  hundred  shepe/  if  he  loose  one  of  them  doth 
not  leave  nyntv  and  nyne  in  the  wildernes  /  and  goo  after  hym 
which  is  loost/  vntill  he  fynde  hym  ?  And  when  he  hath  founde 
hym  /  he  putteth  hym  on  his  shulders  with  ioye :  And  as  sone  as 
he  commeth  home  lie  calleth  to  gedder  his  lovers/  and  negh- 
bours  sayinge  vnto  them  :  reioyse  with  me/  for  I  have  founde 
my  sliepe  which  was  loost.  I  say  vnto  you/  that  lyke  wyse  ioye 
shalbe  in  heven  over  one  synner  that  repenteth/  moore  then  over 
nynety  and  nyne  iuste  persons/  whichc  nede  noo  repentaunce. 
Other  what  woman  havynge  .x.  grotes  /  if  she  loose  won  /  doth 
not  light  a  candeli/  and  swepe  the  houssc/  and  seke  diligently/ 
till  she  finde  it?  And  when  she  hath  founde  it  she  calleth  her 
lovers  and  her  neghbours  saynge  :  Reioyse  with  me  /  for  I  have 
Jbuudc  the  groate  which  1  had  loost.  Lykwyse  I  saye  vnto 
you/  ioye  shalbe  in  the  presence  oft’  the  angels  oft'  God  over  one 
synner  that  repentheth. 

And  he  savdc:  a  certayne  man  had  two  sonnes/  and  the 
yonger  of  them  sayde  to  his  father :  father  geve  me  my  parte  off 
the  goodes  that  to  me  belongeth.  And  he  devided  vnto  them 
his  substauncc.  And  not  longe  after/  the  yonger  sonne  gaddered 
all  that  he  had  to  gedder/  aud  toke  his  iomey  into  a'farre 
countre/  and  there  he  wasted  his  goodes  with  royetous  livinge. 
Aud  when  he  had  spent  all  that  he  had  /  there  rose  a  greate 
derth  tborow  out  all  that  same  londe.  And  he  began  to  lacke. 
And  he  went  /  and  clave  to  a  citesyn  of  that  same  countre :  which 
sent  hynf  to  the  felde/  to  kepe  his  swyne.  And  he  wold  fayne 
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have  tilled  his  bely  with  the  coddes  /  that  the  swyne  ate :  and 
noo  man  gave  hym. 

Then  he  remembred  hym  silfe  and  sayde :  howe  many  hyrcd 
servauntes  at  my  fathers  have  breed  ynough  /  and  I  dye  for  hou- 
I  will  a  ryse/  and  goo  to  my  father/  and  will  saye  vnto 
hym:  father/  I  have  synncd  agaynst  hcven/  and  before  the: 
nowe  am  1  not  worthy  to  be  called  thy  soune/  make  me  as  one 
of  thy  heyred  servauntes.  And  he  arose/  and  earn  to  his  fattier. 
When  he  was  yett  a  greate  waye  of  /  his  lather  sawe  hym  /  and 
had  compassion  on  hym/  and  ran  vnto  hym/  and  fell  on  his 
necke/  and  kyssed  hym.  And  the  sonne  sayd  vnto  hym: 
father  I  have  synned  agaynst  heven/  and  in  thy  sight/  nether 
am  I  worthy  hence  forthe  to  be  called  thy  sonne.  Then  sayde 
the  father  to  his  servauntes :  bringe  forthe  that  best  garment/ 
and  put  it  on  him/  and  put  a  rynge  on  his  honde/  and  shewes 
on  his  fete.  And  brynge  hidder  that  fatted  caulfe/  and  kyll 
hym/  and  let  vs  eate  and  be  mery :  for  this  my  sonne  was  deed/ 
and  is  alive  agayne.  He  was  loste/  and  ys  nowe  founde.  And 
they  began  to  make  good  cheare. 

The  elder  brother  was  in  the  felde  /  and  when  he  cam  and 
drewe  nye  to  the  housse  /  he  herde  minstrelcy  /  and  daunsynge  / 
and  called  one  of  his  servauntes/  and  axed  what  thoose  thynges 
meante.  He  said  vnto  him :  thy  brother  is  come  /  and  thy 
father  hath  killed  the  fatted  caulfe  /  be  cause  he  bath  receaved 
him  safe  and  sounde.  And  he  was  angry  /  and  wolde  not  goo  in. 
Then  cam  his  father  out  /  and  entreated  him/  he  answered  and 
sayde  to  hys  father :  Tx>r>  these  many  yeares  have  I  done  the 
service/  nether  brake  at  eny  time  thy  cotnmaundrnent/  and  yet 
gavest  thou  me  never  soo  moche  as  a  kyd  to  make  mery  with 
my  lovers :  but  as  so ne  as  this  thy  sonne  was  come/  which  hath 
devoured  thy  goodes  wyth  harloottes/  thou  haste  for-  his  pleasure 
killed  the  fatted  caulfe.  And  he  sayd  vnto  hym  :  Sonne  /  thou 
wast  ever  with  me  /  and  all  that  I  have  is  thine  :  it  was  mete 
that  we  shulde  make  mery  and  he  glad :  for  this  thy  brother 
was  deed  /  and  is  alive  agayne  :  and  was  loste  /  and  is  founde. 


Cf)«  fb).  Chapter. 

|_TE  sayd  also  vnto  his  disciples :  There  was  a  certaync  riche 
man/  which  had  a  stewarde/  that  was  acused  vnto  him 
that  he  had  wasted  his  goodes.  And  he  called  him  /  and  said  vnto 
him :  Howe  is  it  /  that  I  heare  this  of  the  ?  Geve  a  comptes  off  thy 
steward  shippe.  For  thou  mayste  be  no  longer  my  stewarde. 
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The  stewarde  said  with  in  hhnsilfe:  what  shall  I  do?  for  my 
master  wilt  take  awaye  from  me  ray  stewardeshippe.  I  cannot 
digge/  and  to  begge/  I  am  ashamed.  I  woote  what  to  do  /  that 
when  I  am  put  out  of  my  stewardshippe  /  they  raaye  receave  me 
tn  to  there  houses. 

Then  called  he  all  his  masters  detters/  and  sayd  vnto  the 
fyrst. :  howe  moche  owest  thou  vnto  my  master  ?  And  he  sayd : 
a  hondred  tonnes  of  oyle  /  and  he  sayd  to  him :  take  thy  bill  / 
and  sitt  doune  quickly/  and  write  fiftie.  Then  said  he  to  ano¬ 
ther:  what  owest  thou?  And  he  sayde  :  an  hondred  quarters 
of  wheate.  He  sayd  to  him :  Take  thy  bill  /  and  writte  foure 
scoorc.  And  the  lorde  commended  the  uniust  stewarde/  be¬ 
cause  he  had  done  wysly.  For  the  chyldreu  of  this  worlde/  are 
in  their  kynde/  wyser  then  the  chyldren  off  light.  And  I  saye 
also  vnto  you':  make  you  frendes  of  the  wicked  mammon  /  that 
when  ye  shall  have  nede  they  may  receave  you  into  everlastinge 
habitacions. 

He  that  is  faitful  in  that  wiche  is  leste  ;  the  same  is  faithful 
in  moche :  So  then  if  ye  have  not  byn  faithful  in  the  wicked 
mammon  /  who  will  beleve  you  in  that  which  is  true  ?  and  if  ye 
have  not  bene  faithfull  in  another  mannes  busines  ;  wlioo  shall 
gevc  you  youre  awne?  No  servaunt  can  serve  two  masters, 
for  other  he  shall  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other  or  els  he  shall 
lene  to  the  one/  and  despyse  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God 
and  mammon. 

All  these  thinges  herde  the  pharisesalso  which  were  coveteous. 
And  they  mocked  him  /  and  ne  sayd  vnto  them :  Ye  are  they  / 
which  juslifie  youre  selves  before  men :  but  God  knoweth  youre 
hertes.  For  that  which  men  magnifie  /  is  abhotninable  in  the 
sight  of  god. 

The  lawe/  and  the  prophettes  raygned  vntyll  the  tyme  of  Jhon : 
Sence  that  tyme  /  the  kyngdom  of  god  is  preached.  And  every 
man  stryvetn  to  goo  in. 

Soner  shall  heven  and  erth  perisslie  /  then  won  title  of  the 
lawe  shall  perisshc.  Whosoever  torsaketh  his  wyfe  /  and  marieth 
another  /  breaketh  matrimony.  And  every  man  which  marieth 
her  that  isdivorsed  from  herhusbande  committeth  advoutry  also. 

There  was  a  certayne  riche  man  /  which  was  clothed  in  purple/ 
and  fyne  raynes/  and  fared  deliciously  every  daye.  And  there 
was  a  certayne  begger  /  named  Lazarus  /  wluche  iaye  at  hys 
gate  full  of  soores  desyrynge  to  be  refresshed  with  the  cromes 
whiche  fell  from  the  ryche  mannes  borde.  Neverthelesse  /  the 
dogges  cam  /  and  licked  his  soores.  And  yt  fortuned  that  the 
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begger  dyed  /  and  was  carryed  by  the  angelles  into  Abrahams 
bosome.  The  riche  man  also  died  /  and  was  buried  in  hell. 

When  he  lifte  vppe  his  eyes  /  as  he  was  in  tourmentes  /  he 
sawe  Abraham  a  farre  off/  and  Lazarus  in  his  bosome  /  And 
cryed  and  sayd :  father  Abraliam  /  have  mercy  on  me  /  and 
sende  Lazarus  that  he  maye  depe  the  tippe  off  his  fynger  in 
water  /  and  cole  my  tonge  /  for  I  am  tourmented  in  this  flame. 
Abraham  sayd  vnto  hym:  Sonne  /  remembre  /  that  thou  in  thy 
lyfe  tyme  receavedst  thy  pleasure  /  and  contrary  wyse  Lazarus 
payne.  Nowe  therfore  is  he  comforted/  and  thowe  art  punysshed. 
Beyonde  all  this  bitwene  you  and  vs  there  is  a  greate  space  sett/ 
so  that  they  which  wolde  goo  from  hence  to  you  /  cannot :  nether 
from  thence  come  hidder. 

And  he  sayd  ;  I  pray©  the  therfore  father  /  send  him  to  my 
fathers  housse.  For  I  have  fyve  brethren :  for  to  warne  them  / 
lest  they  also  come  into  this  place  off  tourment.  Abraham  sayd 
vnto  hym  /  they  have  Moses  and  the  propheltes  /  lett  them  hcarc 
them.  And  he  sayd  :  naye  father  Abraham/  but  yf  won  from 
the  ded  cam  vnto  them  they  wolde  repent.  He  sayd  vnto  hym  : 
Y f  they  heaxe  not  Moses  and  the  prophettes  nether  woll  they 
beleve  /  though  won  roose  from  deeth  agayne. 

Cf>e  fb tj.  Chapter. 

f’PHEN  sayde  he  to  his  disciples  /  it  can  not  be  avoyded  /  but 
that  occasions  of  evyll  come  Ncverthelcsse  wo  be  to  hym 
throw  whom  they  come.  It  were  better  for  hym  if  a  mylstone 
wer  hanged  aboute  his  necke  /  and  that  he  were  cast  into  the 
see/  rather  then  he  shulde  offende  won  off  this  litle  wons.  Take 
hede  to  youre  selves  /  if  thy  brother  trespas  agaynst  the  /  rebuke 
hym/  and  if  he  repent/  forgeve  hym.  Ana  though  he  svn 
agenst  the  seven  tymes  in  won  day e/  and  seven  tymes  in  a  dayc 
toume  agayne  to  the  sayinge :  it  repenteth  me/  forgeve  hym. 

And  the  apostles  sayde  vnto  the  lorde ;  in  crease  oureiayth. 
The  lorde  sayde ;  yf  ye  had  fayth  lyke  a  grayne  off  mustard 
Bede  /  and  shulde  saye  vnto  thys  sycamyne  tree  /  plucke  thy  silfc 
vppe  by  the  rotes  /  and  plant  thy  silfe  in  the  sec :  he  shouldc 
obey  you. 

Which  of  you  havynge  a  servaunte  a  plowynge  /  or  fedynge 
catell/  wolde  saye  vnto  hym  when  he  were  come  from  the  felde : 
Goo  quickly  and  sitt  doune  to  meate  /  And  rather  sayeth  not  to 
hym/  dresse  wberwith  I  maye  suppe/  and  apoynt  thy  silfc  and 
serve  me  /  tyll  1  have  eaten  and  dronken :  and  afterwarde  /  eate 
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thou  /  and  dry  tike  thou  /  Doeth  he  thanke  that'  servaunt  be  cause 
be  did  that  which  was  commaunded  vnto  hym?  I  trowe  not. 
Soo  lykewyse  ye  /  when  ye  have  done  all  thoose  thynges  which 
are  commaunded  vnto  you:  Bayer  we  are  vnprofitable  ser- 
vauntes.  We  have  done  that  which  was  oure  duety  to  do. 

And  it  chaunsed  as  he  went  to  Jerusalem  r  that  he  passed 
thorowe  Samaria  and  Galile.  And  as  he  entered  i  nto  a  certay ne 
touner  there  met  hym  ten  men/  that  were  lepers/  which  stode  a 
farre  of/  and  put  forth  their  voices/  and  sayde:  Jesu  master/ 
have  mercy  on  vs.  When  he  sawe  them/  he  sayde  vnto  them: 
Goo  and  snewe  youreselves  to  the  prestes.  And  hit  chaunsed 
as  they  went  /  they  were  clensed.  And  won  of  them  /  when  be 
sawe  that  he  was  clensed/  turned  backc  agayne/  and  with  a 
loude  voice  pray sed  God  /  and  fell  dounc  on  his  face  at  his  fete  / 
and  gave  hym  thankes.  And  the  same  was  a  Samaritan.  Jesus 
answered  and  sayde :  Are  there  not  ten  clensed  ?  But  were  are 
those  nyne  ?  There  are  not  founde  that  returned  agane/  to 
geve  God  prayse  /  save  only  tills  straunger  /  And  he  sayde  vnto 
hym  :  Aryse/  and  goo  thy  waye/  thy  faytli  hath  saved  the. 

When  he  was  demaunded  off  the  pharises  /  when  the  kyng- 
dom  off  God  shulde  come :  he  answered  them  and  sayde  :  The 
kyngdom  of  God  cometh  not  with  waytingefore.  Nether  shall 
man  saye :  Loo  here/  loo  there.  For  beholde/  the  kyngdom  of 
God  is  with  in  you. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  hys  disciples:  The  dayes  will  come/  when 
ye  shall  desire  to  se  won  daye  of  the  sonne  of  man/  and  ye  shall 
not  sc  it.  And  they  shall  6aye  to  you.  Se  here  /  Se  there/  Goo 
not  after  them/  nor  folowe  them/  for  as  the  Ughtenynge  that 
aperetli  out  of  the  one  parte  of  the  heven  and  shyneth  vnto  the 
other  parte  of  the  heven ;  Soo  shall  the  sonne  of  man  be  in  his 
dayes.  But  fyrst  must  he  suffre  many  thingeB  /  and  be  reproved 
of  this  nacion. 

As  it  happened  in  the  tyme  of  Noe  :  Soo  shall  it  be  in  the 
tyme  of  the  sonne  of  man.  They  ate/  they  dranke/  they  maryed 
wyves/  and  were  maryed  even  vnto  that  same  daye  that  Noe 
went  into  the  arke/  and  the  floud  cam  /  and  destroyed  them  all. 
Likewise  also  /  as  it  chaunsed  in  the  dayes  of  Lot.  They  ate  / 
thei  dranke/  thei  bought/  thei  solde /  thei  planted/  they  bilte. 
And  even  the  same  daye  that  Lot  went  out  of  Zodom/  bit  rayned 
fvreand  brymstone  from  heven  /  and  destroyed  them  all.  After 
tliese  ensamples/  shall  the  daye  be/  when  the  sonne  of  man  shall 
apere. 

Att  that  daye  he  that  is  on  the  hotisse  toppe/  and  his  stuffe 
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in  the  housse :  lett  byin  nott  come  doune  to  take  hit  out.  And 
lyke  wyse  lett  not  him  that  is  in  the  feldes  /  turne  backe  agayne 
to  that  he  leite  behynde  hym.  Remember  Lottes  wyfc.  Who¬ 
soever  will  goo  about  to  save  his  lyfe/  shall  loose  it :  And  who¬ 
soever  shall  loose  his  life  /  shall  quycken  it. 

1  tell  you :  In  that  nyght/  there  shalbe  two  in  one  beed/  the 
one  shalbe  receaved/  and  the  other  shalbe  forsaken.  Two 
shalbe  also  agryndynge  to  gedder :  the  one  shalbe  receaved/  and 
the  other  forsaken .  And  they  answered  /and  saydc  to  him  : 
wheare  lorde  ?  And  he  said  vnto  them  ;  whersocvcr  the  body 
shalbe/  thidther  will  the  egles  resoorte. 

©j)e  pbuj.  Chapter. 

13  £  put  forth  a  similitude  vnto  them/  signifyinge  that  men 
ought  alwayes  to  praye/  and  not  to  be  wery/  sayinge: 
There  was  a  Judge  in  a  certaine  cite/  which  feared  not  god 
nether  regarded  man.  And  there  was  a  certayne  widdowe  in 
the  same  cite/  whych  cam  vnto  hym  sayinge:  A  venge  me  of 
myne  adversary.  And  a  greate  whyle  he  wolde  noott.  After- 
warde  he  sayd  vnto  hym  silfe :  Though  I  fcarc  nott  god  /  nor 
care  for  man/  yctt  be  cause  this  widdowe  troubleth  me/  I  woll 
a  venge  her  /  lest  at  the  last  she  come/  and  rayle  on  me. 

And  the  lorde  sayd :  heare  what  the  vnrightewes  iudge  saycth. 
And  shall  not  god  avenge  his  electe  /  which  crye  nyght  and  daye 
vnto  him-?  Ye  though  he  diffenre  them:  1  tell  you/  he  will 
avenge  them  /  and  that  quicly.  Nevertbeiesse/  when  the  sonne  of 
man  commeth  /  suppose  ye/  that  he  shall  fynde  fuithe  on  erthe. 

And  he  put  for  the  this  similitude  /  vnto  certaine  which  trusted 
in  them  selves/  that  they  wer  perfect/  and  despysed  other. 
Two  men  went  vp  into  the  temple  to  praye:  the  one  a  pharise/ 
and  the  other  a  publican.  The  pharise  stodc  and  prayed  thus 
with  hym  silfe.  God  I  tanke  the  that  I  am  nott  as  other  are  / 
extoreioners  /  vniuste/  advoutres/  and  even  as  this  publican  is. 
I  fast  twysc  in  tire  weke.  I  geve  tythe  of  all  that  1  possesse. 
And  the  publican  stode  afarre  of/  and  wolde  not  lifte  vp  his 
eyes  to  heven/  but  smote  hys  brest/  sayinge  :  God  be  mercy  full 
to  me  a  sinner.  I  tell  yoti :  this  man  departed  home  to  his 
housse  justified  moore  then  the  .other.  For  every  man  that  ex- 
alteth  him  silfe  /  shalbe  brought  lowe:  And  he  that  humbleth 
hym  silfe/  shalbe  exalted. 

They  brought  vnto  hym  also  babes/  that  he  shoulde  touche 
them.  When  his  disciples  sawe  that  /  they  rebuked  them.  Cut 
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Jesus  called  them  vnto  him  /  and  sayde/  Suffre  children  to  come 
vnto  me/  and  forbidde  them  not.  For  vnto  souche  belongeth 
the  kyngdom  of  god.  Verely  I  saye  vnto  you  :  whosoever  re- 
ceaveth  not  the  kyngdom  of  god/  as  a  chylde:  he  shall  not 
enter  there  in. 

And  a  ccrtayne  ruler  axed  him :  sayinge  :  Goode  Master : 
what  ought  I  to  do/  to  obtainc  etemall  lyfe  ?  Jesus  sayd  vnto 
hym :  Why  callest  thou  me  goode/  No  man  is  goode/  save  god 
only.  Thou  knowest  the  commaundmentes :  Thou  shalt  nott 
commit  a  cl  v  cm  j  try  /  thou  shalt  nott  kill/  thou  shalt  nott  steale/ 
thou  shalt  not  beare  false  witnes  Honoure  thy  father/  and  thy 
mother.  And  he  sayde :  All  these  have  I  kept  from  my  youihe. 
When  Jesus  herde  that/  he  sayde  vnto  hym  :  Yett  lackest  thou 
one  thynge.  Sell  all  that  thou  hast/  and  distribute  it  vnto  te 
povre/  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heven  /  and  come/  and 
folowe  me.  When  he  heerd  that/  he  was  hevy/  for  he  was 
ryche. 

When  Jesus  sawe  hym  morne/  he  sayde:  with  whath  diffi- 
culte  shall  they  that  have  ryches/  enter  into  the  kyngdom  off 
God  :  Esyer  it  is  for  a  cammell  to  passe  thorowe  a  nedles  eye/ 
then  for  a  ryche  man  to  enter  into  the  kyngdom  off  God.  Then 
sayde  they  that  herde  that :  And  who  shall  then  be  saved  ?  He 
sayde :  Thynges  which  are  vnpossible  with  men :  are  possible 
with  God. 

Then  Peter  sayde :  Loo  we  have  forsaken  all  /  and  have 
folowed  the.  He  sayde  vnto  them:  Verily  I  saye  vnto  you/ 
there  is  noo  man  that  forsaketh  housse/  other  father  and  mother/ 
other  brethren  /  or  wy fe  /  or  children  /  for  the  kyngdom  of  goddes 
sake/  which  same  Bhall  nott  receave  moche  moore  in  this 
worlde:  and  in  the  worlde  to  come  /  lyfe  everlastynge. 

He  toke  vnto  hym  the  twelve  /  and  sayde  vnto  them :  Loo  we 
go  vp  to  Jerusalem  /  and  all  shalbe  fulfilled  that  are  written  be  the 
prophettes  off  the  sonne  off  man.  He  shalbe  delivered  vnto  the 
gentyls  /  artel  shalbe  mocked  /  and  shalbe  despyitfully  entreated/ 
and  shalbe  spetten  on :  and  when  they  have  scourged  hym  / 
they  will  putt  hym  to  deeth  /  and  the  thyrde  daye  shall  he  aryse 
agayne.  They  vnderstode  none  of  these  thynges.  And  this 
sayinge  was  hid  from  them.  And  they  perceaved  nott  the 
thynges  which  were  spoken. 

Hit  cam  to  passe  /  as  they  were  come  neye  vnto  Jerico  /  a 
certayne  biynde  man  sate  by  the  waye  syde  beggynge.  And 
when  he  herde  the  people  passe  by/  he  axed  what  it  meant. 
They  sayd  vnto  hym  that  Jesus  off  Nazareth  /  went  by.  And  he 
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cryed/  saynge  :  Jesus  the  sonne  of  David  /  have  mercy  on  mo. 
And  they  which  went  before  rebucked  hym  /  be  cause  he  shulde 
holdc  his  peace.  And  he  moche  the  moare  cryed  /  The  sonne 
of  David  have  mercy  on  me.  Jesus  stode  styll  /  and  commaunded 
him/  to  be  brought  vnto  hym.  And  when  he  was  come  neare/ 
he  axed  hym  sayinge :  What  wiit  thou  /  that  I  do  vnto  the  ?  And 
he  sayde:  Lorae/  that  I  maye  receave  my  sight.  Jesus  sayde 
vnto  hym :  Keceave  thy  sight.  Thy  faith  hath  saved  the.  And 
immediatly  he  sawe  /  and  folowed  hym  /  praysinge  God.  And 
all  the  people/  when  they  sawe  it/  gave  laudeto  God. 


Cf)e  w.  Chapter. 


A  ND  he  entred  in/  and  went  thorow  Jerico.  And  beholde/ 
there  was  a  man  named  Zacheus  /  and  he  was  a  rueler 
amonge  the  publicans  /  and  ryche  alsoo.  And  he  made  roeanes 
to  se  Jesus  /  what  he  shulde  be:  and  he  coulde  nolt  for  the 
preace  /  be  cause  he  was  off  a  lowe  stature.  And  he  ran  before  / 
and  ascended  vppe  /  into  a  sicomore  tree  /  to  se  hym.  For  he 
wolde  come  that  same  waye.  And  when  Jesus  cam  to  the 
place  /  he  loked  vp  /  and  sawe  him  /  and  sayd  vnto  hym :  Zache  / 
attonce  come  doune/  for  to  d&ye  I  muste  abyde  at  thy  housse. 
And  hastely  he  cam  doune/  and  receaved  hym  ioyftilly.  And 
when  they  sawe  that/  they  all  groudged  sayinge:  lie  is  gone/ 
into  tary  with  a  man  that  is  a  synner. 

Zache  stode  forthe  and  sayde  vnto  the  lorde :  Beholde  lordc  / 
the  haulfe  of  my  gooddes  1  geve  to  the  povre  /  and  if  I  have 
done  eny  man  wronge/ 1  wyll  restoore  hym  fower  folde.  Jesus 
sayd  vnto  hym :  This  daye  is  healthe  come  vnto  this  housse : 
for  asraoche  as  it  also  is  become  the  childe  off  Abraham.  For 
the  sonne  off  man  is  come  to  seke/  and  to  save  that  which  was 
looste. 

As  they  herde  these <thy nges/  he  added  therto  a  similitude/ 
be  cause  he  was  neye  to  Jerusalem  /  And  be  cause  also  /  they 
thought  that  the  kyngdom  of  God  shulde  shortely  apere.  He 
sayde  therfore:  A  certayne  *  noble  man/  went  into  a  far  re 
countre/  to  receave  a  kyngdom  /  and  then  to  come  agayne.  He 
called  his  ten  servauntes/  and  delivered  them  ten  pounde 
sayinge  vnto  them :  By  and  sell  till  I  come :  But  his  citesens 
hated  hym/  and  sent  messengers  after  hym/  saynge:  We  will 
not  have  this  man.  to  raigne  over  vs. 

And  it  cam  to  passe  /  when  he  was  come  agayne  and  had 
receaved  his  kyngdom  /  he  commaunded  his  servauntes  bo  be 
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called  to  hym  (to  whom  he .  gave  his  money)  to  witt  what  every 
man  had  done.  Then  cam  the  fyrst  sayinge :  Lorde  /  thy  pounde 
hath  eu  creased  ten  pounde.  And  he  sayde  vnto  hym :  Well 
good  servauntc/  because  thou  wast  faithfu  11  in  a  very  litell 
thynge/  Take  thou  auctorite  over  ten  cities.  And  the  other 
cam  sayinge/  Lorde  thy  pounde  /  hath  encreased  fyve  pounde. 
And  to  the  same  lie  sayde :  And  be  thou  alsoo  ruefer  over  fyve 
cities.  And  the  thirde  cam /  and  sayde ;  Lorde/  beholde  here 
thy  pounde  /  which  1  have  kepte  in  a  napkyn  /  for  I  feared  the  / 
be  cause  thou  arte  a  strayte  man :  thou  takest  vp  that  thou 
laydest  nott  doune  /  And  repest  that  thou  diddest  nott  sowe. 
And  he  sayde  vnto  hym:  Of  thyne  awne  mougthe  iudge  1  the 
thou  evyll  servaunt.  Knewest  thou  that  I  am  a  strayte  man  / 
takynge  vppe  that  I  layde  not  doune  /  And  repinge  that  I  did  not 
sowe?  w  her  fore  then  gavest  not  thou  my  money  into  the 
banke  ?  And  then  at  my  comtnyng  shulde  1  have  required 
rnyne  awne  /  with  vauntage.  Ana  he  sayde  to  them  that  stode 
by  :  Take  from  hym  that  pounde  /  and  geve  it  hym  that  hathe 
ten  pounde.  And  they  sayd  to  hym  :  Lorde  he  hath  ten  pounde. 
I  saye  vnto  you  /  that  vnto  all  them  that  have  /  it  shalbe  geven : 
aud  from  hyme  that  hath  not  /  even  that  he  hath  shalbe  taken 
awaye.  Morover  thoose  myne  enemys  /  which  wolde  not/  that  1 
shulde  raigne  over  them  /  brynge  hiader  /  and  slee  them  before 
me.  And  when  he  hadd  thous  spoken  /  he  proceded  forthe 
before  them  /  and  went  vppe  to  Jerusalem. 

And  it  fortuned  /  when  he  was  come  noye  to  bethfage  /  and 
hclhany  /  beaydes  mounte  olivete  /  he  sent  two  of  his  disciples 
sayinge :  Goo  ye  into  the  toune  which  is  over  against  you.  In 
the  which  as  sonne  as  ye  arc  come  /  ye  shall  fy nde  a  coolte  tyed  / 
wher  on/  yelt  never  man  sate,  loose  hym  and  brynge  hym 
bidder.  And  if  eny  man  axe  you  /  why  that  ye  loose  hym :  thus 
saye  vnto  hym/  The  lorde  hath  nede  of  hym. 

They  that  wer  sent  went  their  waye  /  and  founde  /  even  as  he 
had  sayde  vnto  them.  And  as  they  were  aloosynge  the  coolte  / 
the  owners  sayde  vnto  them ;  why  loose  ye  the  coolte?  And 
they  sayde ;  For  the  lorde  hath  nede  of  hym.  And  they  brought 
hym  to  Jesus.  And  they  cast  their  rayment  on  the  coolte  and 
sett  Jesus  theron.  As  he  went  they  spredde  their  cloothes  in 

the  wave. 

^  r-. 

When  he  was  come  wheare  he  shulde  goo  doune  from  the 
mount  olivete/  the  whole  multitude  of  his  disciples/  began  to 
reioyce  /  aud  to  lawde  God  with  a  loude  voyce  /  for  all  the  mira¬ 
cles  that  they  had  sene  /  sayinge :  Blessed  be  the  ky nge  that 
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commeth  in  the  name  off  the  lorde/  Peace  in  heven  /  and  glory 
in  the  hyest.  And  some  off  the  pharises  off  the  company/  saydc 
vnto  him :  Master  rebuke  thy  disciples.  He  answered  /  and 
sayde  vnto  them  :  I  tell  you  /  yff  these  holde  their  peace  /  the 
stones  will  crye. 

And  when  he  was  come  neare  /  he  behelde  the  citie  /  and 
wept  on  hit  sayinge :  Yff  thou  haddest  knowen  thoose  thynges 
why ch  belonge  vnto  thy  peace  /  even  alt  thy s  daye :  Butt  nowe 
are  they  hidde  from  thyne  eyes.  For  the  dayes  shall  come  apon 
the  /  and  thyne  enemys  shall  compas  the  about  with  a  banke. 
And  shall  besege  the  rounde  aboute  /  and  kepe  the  in  on  every 
syde  /  And  make  the  even  wyth  the  grounde  /  wyth  thy  chyldren 
whych  are  in  the.  And  they  shall  nott  leve  in  the  one  stone 
apon  another  /  because  thou  knewest  nott  the  tyme  of  thy  visi- 
tacion . 

And  he  went  into  the  temple  /  and  began  to  cast  out  them 
that  solde  therm  /  and  them  that  bought  sayinge  vnto  them  /  Hyt 
is  written/  my  housse  is  the  housse  off  prayer:  Butt  ye  have 
made  it  a  den  off  theves.  And  he  taught  dayly  in  the  temple. 
The  hye  prestes  and  the  scrybes  and  the  chefe  off  the  people/ 
went  atiout  to  destroye  hym ;  Butt  coulde  nott  fynde  what  to  do. 
for  all  the  people  stock e  by  hym.  And  gave  him  audience. 


ff,  Chapter. 


A  ND  yt  fortuned  in  one  off  those  dayes/  As  lie  taught  the 
•***  people  in  the  temple/  And  preached  the  gospel  1,  The  hye 
prestes  and  the  scrybes  cam  vnto  hym  wyth  the  seniours/  And 
spake  vnto  hym /  sayinge :  Tell  vs  by  what  auctoritie  thou  doest 
these  thynges  ?  Other  who  is  he  that  gave  the  thys  auctorite  ? 
He  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them :  I  also  will  axe  you  a  ques¬ 
tion  /  And  answer  me  :  was  the  baptera  of  Jhon/  from  heven/  or 
of  men  ?  They  thought  wyth  in  them  selves  sayinge  :  Yff  we 
shall  saye  from  heven :  he  will  saye  :  Why  then  beleved  ye  hym 
not  ?  But  and  yff  we  shall  saye  of  men/  all  the  people  will  stone 
vs.  For  they  suerly  beleved  that  Jhon  was  a  prophett.  And 
they  answered  that  they  coulde  nott  tell  whence  it  was.  And 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  them :  Nether  tell  I  you  by  what  auctorite  I 
do  these  thynges. 

Then  began  he  to  put  forthe  to  the  people  /  this  similitude  :  A 
certayneman  planted  a  vineyarde/  and  lett  it  forthe  to  femters/ 
and  went  hym  silfe  into  a  straunge  countre  for  a  greate  season. 
And  when  the  time  cam/  he  sent  a  servaunt  to  bis  tennauntes 
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that  they  shulde  geve  hym  of  the  fir u tea/  of  the  vyneyarde.  The 
tennauntes  bett  hym/  and  sent  hym  awaye  empty.  And  he 
ceased  nott  thereby  but  sent  yett  another  servaunt.  And  they 
bett  hym/  and  foule  entreated  hym  alsoo/  and  sent  hym  awaye 
empty.  Morover/  he  sent  the  thyrde  alsoo/  And  hym  they 
wounded  /  and  cast  hym  out.  Then  sayde  the  loide  off  the  vyne- 
yarde:  what  shall  I  do?  I  wyll  sende  my  deare  sonne/  hym 
peradventure  they  wyll  reverence  /  when  they  se  hym. 

When  the  fermer  s  sawe  hym  /they  thou  ght  in  them  selves  / 
sayinge  :  this  is  the  hey  re/  come  lett  vs  kyll  hym/  that  the  in- 
herytaunce  raaye  be  oures.  And  they  cast  hym  out  of  the 
vyneyarde/  and  kylled  hym.  Nowe  what  shall  the  lorde  off  the 
vyneyarde  do  vnto  them  ?  He  wyll  come  and  destroye  those 
fermers/  and  will  lett  out  his  vyneyarde  to  other.  When  they 
herde  that/  they  sayde :  God  forbid. 

He  beheldc  them  and  sayd :  what  meaneth  tfays  then  that  is 
written :  The  stone  that  the  bylders  refused/  is  made  the  heed 
corner  stone?  whosoever  stomble  at  that  stone/  shalbe  brused  : 
but  on  whomsoever  it  faul/  it  wyll  alto  breake  hym  And  the 
hye  prestos  and  the  scrybes  /  the  same  howre  went  about  to  laye 
hondes  on  him  /  but  they  feared  the  people.  For  they  perceaved 
that  he  had  spoken  this  similitude  agaynst  them. 

And  they  watched  him/  and  sent  forth  spies/  whych  shulde 
faync  them  selves  perfect®/  to  take  hym  in  hys  wordes/  and  to 
delyvre  hym  vnto  the  power/  and  auctorite  off  the  presydent. 
And  they  axed  hym  sayinge:  Master/  we  knowe  that  thou 
sayest/  and  teachest  ryght/  nether  considerest  thou  eny  mannes 
degre  /  but  teachest  the  waye  of  god  truely.  Ys  it  laufull  for 
vs  to  geve  Cesar  tribute/  or  noo  ?  He  perceaved  their  crafty' 
nes/  and  sayde  vnto  them:  Why  tempt  ye  me?  Shewe  me  a 
peny.  Whoose  ymage  and  superscripcion  hath  it?  They  an- 
swered  and  sayd :  Cesars.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them  :  Geve  then 
vnto  Cesar/  that  which  beiondeth  vnto  Cesar :  And  to  God/  that 
whycli  pertayneth  to  God.  And  they  coulde  nott  reprove  his 
sayinge  before  the  people.  And  they  marvayled  at  his  answer/ 
and  heide  their  peace. 

Then  cam  to  hym  certayue  off  the  Saduces  which  deny.e  that 
there  is  eny  resurreccion.  And  they  axed  hym  sayinge :  Master 
Moses  wrote  vnto  vs/  if  eny  mannes  brother  dye  havinge  a 
wyfe  /  And  the  same  dye  wyth  out  issue :  that  then  hys  brother 
shulde  take  his  wyfe/  and  rayse  vp  seede  vnto  hys  brother. 
There  were  seven  brethren  /  ana  the  fyrst  toke  awy fe  /  and  died 
with  out  children.  And  the  seconde  toke  the  wyfe/  and  he  dyed 
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chyldlesse.  And  the  thyrde  toke  her/  and  in  iykc  wysc  the 
resydue  off  the  seven  /  and  leeft  noo  chyldren  be  hynde  them  / 
and  dyed.  Last  of  all  the  woman  dyed  also.  Nowe  at  the 
resurreccion  whose  wyfe  of  them  shall  she  be  ?  for  vij .  had  her 
to  wyfe. 

Jesus  answered  and  sayd  vnto  them:  The  chyldren  off  this 
worlde  mary  wyves/  and  are  maryed/  but  they  which  shaibe 
worthy  of  that  worlde/  and  of  the  resurreccion  from  deeth/ 
nether  mary  wyves/  nether  are  maryed/  nor  yet  can  dye  eny 
moare.  For  they  are  equall  vnto  the  angels :  and  are  the  sonnes 
of  god/  in  as  mochdas  they  are  the  chyldren  off  the  resurreccion. 
And  tli at  the  deed  shall  ryse  agayne/  even  Moses  signified  be¬ 
sides  busshe/  when  he  sayde:  the  lorde  god  of  Abraham/  and 
the  god  off  Isaac/  and  the  god  of  Jacob.  For  he  is  not  the  god 
off  the  deed/  but  off  them  whych  live.  For  all  live  in  hym. 
Certayne  off  the  pharises  answered  and  sayd:  Master/  thou  hast 
wele  sayde.  And  after  that  durst  they  not  axe  hym  eny  question 
at  all. 

Then  sayd  be  vnto  them :  howe  saye  they  that  Christ  ys  Da- 
vides  sonne  ?  And  David  hym  silfe  sayth  in  the  boke  off  the 
psalmes :  The  lorde  sayde  vnto  my  lorde/  Sytt  on  my  ryght 
nonde/  tyll  I  make  thyne  enemys  thy  fote  stole.  David  then 
called  hym  lorde :  Howe  ys  he  also  hys  sonne  ? 

Then  in  the  audience  off  all  the  people/  he  sayd  vnto  his 
disciples/  beware  off  the  scrybes/  whych  desyre  to  goo  in  longc 
cloth ynge:  and  love  gretynges  in  the  marketes/  and  the  hyest 
sea  tea  in  the  sinagqges/  and  cbefe  roumes  at  feastes/  which 
devoure  widdowes  houses/  and  praye  longe  vnder  a  eoloure : 
The  same  shall  receave  greater  damnacion. 


ptf.  Chapter. 


A 


S  he  behelde/  he  sawe  the  ryche  men  /  howe  they  cast  in 
their  offering  es  into  the  tresury.  He  sawe  also  a  certayne 
povre  widowe/  which  cast  in  thydre  two  mytes.  And  he  said  : 
of  a  trueth  I  saye  vnto  you/  this  povre  widdowe  hath  putt  in 
moare  then  they  all.,  For  they  all  have  of  their  superfluyte 
added  vnto  the  offerynge  off  God :  But  she/  of  her  penury  /  hath 
cast  in  all  the  substaunce  that  sh^  Jiadde. 

As  some  spake  of  the  temple/  howe  it  was  garnesshed  with 
goodly  stones/  and  icwels/  he  sayde.  The  dayes  wyll  come/ 
when  off  these  thy nges  which  ye  se  /  shall  nott  be  lefte  stone 
apon  stone/  that  shall  nott  be  tnrowen  doune.  And  they  axed 
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hym/  sayinee :  Master  when  shall  these  thynges  be.  And  what 
sigiics  will  there  be/  when  suche  thynges  shall  come  to  paste. 

And  he  sayd :  Take  hede/  that  ye  be  not  deceaveo.  for 
many  will  come  hi  my  name/  saying  of  them  selves/ 1  am  he* 
And  the  tyme  draweui  neare.  Folowe  ye  nott  them  therfore. 
Butt  when  ye  heare  of  wane/  and  dhsenaon :  be  not  afrayd/for 
these  thynges  must  hist-tctes;  butt  the  ende  foloweth  not  by 
and  by.  Then  sayd  he  nxto  them :  Nackm  Aall  ryie  agaynst 
nacton/  and  kyngdom  agaynst  kingdom.  And  gre&te  erthqnakes 
shalbe  in  all  quarters/  ana  hooger:  and  pestilence/  and  fear  full 
linages.  And  greate  signes  shall  there  be  from  heven. 

But  before  all  these/  they  shall  laye  their  hondee  on  you/ and 
persecute  you  /  delyverynge  you  vppe/  to  the  synagoges/  and 
into  piwn/  and  brynge  you  before  kynges/  And  raters  for  mv 
names  sake.  '  And  tha  mail  you  flhr  a  tfutHwiwlf 

Lett  it  stickc  therfore  hate  in  youre  hates/  nott  once  to  stody 
before/  whalt  ye  shall  answere  for  youre  selves :  Fer-I  will  geve 
you  a  mouth  and  wysdom  /  were  agaynste/  all  youre  adversary! 
shall  not  be  able  to  speake  norvesnt  Ye  and  ye  shalbe  betrayed 
of  youre  fathers  and  mothers/  and  of  youre  brethren  /  and  kyns- 
meu  /  and  lovers.  And  some  of  you  shall  they  put  to 
And  hated  shall  ye  be  off  all  men  for  my  names  sake.  Yet 
there  shall  not  one  beer  of  your  heeddes  perisse.  with  your  pa¬ 
tience  /  pos&e&se  your  scales. 

And  when  yo  se  Jerusalem  beseged  with  an  hoste/  then  vn- 
dentonde/  that  the  desolacion  of  the  same  is  nye.  Then  lett 
them  which  are  in  iewiy  flye  to  the  mountaynes.  And  let  than 
which  are  in  the  mydocs  off  hit/  departs  oute.  And  lett  not 
them  that  are  in  other  countries/  enter  there  in.  For  these  be 
lire  dayes  of  vcngeaunce/  to  fulfill  all  that  are  written.  Butt 
wo  be  to  them  that  be  with  chyide :  and  to  them  that  geve  sucke 
in  those  dayes  for  there  shalbe  greate  trouble  in  the  londe:  and 
wrathc  over  all  this  people.  And  they  shal  fid  on  the  edge  of 
the  sweaide.  And  they  ahalbe  leed  captive  in  to  all  naoons/ 
And  Jerusalem  shalbe  trooden  vnder  fete  off  the  gentyb/  vntyll 
the  tyme  of  the.geotyls  be  fulfilled. 

And  there  shalbe signes/  m  the sunne/  and  in  the  mone/  and 
in  the  starres :  and  in  the  erth  the  people  shalbe  in  sodte  perplex* 
its  /  that  they  shall  not  tell  which  wave  to  frame  them  saves. 
The  sec  and  the  waves  shall  more/  ana  rneimes  hertes  shall  &yle 
them  for  feare/  and  for  lokynge  after  thoose  thinges  which  shall 
come  ou  the  erth*  For  the  powers  of  beven  shall  move.  And 
then  shall  they  se  the  sonne  of  man  come  in  a  clowde  with 
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power  and  greate  glory.  When  these  thynges  begyn  to  come 

to  passe:  then  loke  vppe/  and  lifte  vppe  youre  neddes/  for 
youre  redemcion  drawith  neye. 

And  he  shewed  them  a  similitude :  beholde  the  fyggc  tree/ 
and  all  other  trees/  when  they  shute  forth  their  buddes/  ye  sc 
and  knowe  of  youre  awne  selves  that  sommer  is  then  neye  att 
bond.  Soo  lyke  wyse  ye  (when  ye  se  these  thynges  come  to 
passe)  vnderstonde  /  that  the  kyngdom  of  god  is  neye.  V erely 
I  sale  vnto  you :  this  generacion  shall  not  passe/  tyll  all  be  ful¬ 
filled.  Heven  and  erth  shall  passe:  but  my  wordes  shall  not 

passe. 

Take  hede  to  youre  selves  /  lest  youre  hertes  be  overcome  / 
with  surfettynge  and  dronkennes/  and  cares  of  this  worlde:  and 
that  /  that  daye  come  on  you  vnwares.  For  as  a  snare  shall  hit 
come  on  all  them  that  sit  on  the  face  of  the  erthe.  Watche 
therfore  continually  and  praye  /  that  ye  maye  scape  all  this  that 
shal  come  /  And  that  ye  maye  stonde  before  the  sonne  of  man. 

In  the  daye  tyme  taught  he  in  the  temple  /  and  at  nyght/  he 
went  out/  and  had  abydynge  in  the  niounte  olivetc.  And  all 
the  people  cam  in  the  mornynge  to  hym  into  the  temple/  for  to 
heare  hym. 


Cijr  nfy  Chapter. 
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l  the  bye  prestea  /  and  scrybes  sought  howe  to  kyll 
Jesus/  but  they  feared  the  people.  Then  entred  Satan  into 
Judas/  whose  syr  name  was  iscariot  (which  was  of  the  nombre 
off  the  twelve)  and  he  went  his  waye  /  and  commened  with  the 
hye  prestes  and  officers  /  how  he  wolde  betraye  hym  vnto  them. 
And  they  were  glad :  and  promysed  to  geve  hym  money.  And 
he  consented/  and  sought  oportunitc  to  betraye  hym  vnto 
them/  when  the  people  were  awaye. 

Then  cam  that  daye  of  swete  breed/  when  off  necessite  the 
ester  lambe  muste  be  offered.  And  he  sent  Peter/  aud  Jhon 
seiynge :  Goo  and  prepare  vs  the  ester  lambe  /  that  wc  maye 
eate.  They  sayde  to  hym  :  Where  wilt  thou  /  that  we  prepare  ? 
And  he  sayde  vnto  them.  Beholde  as  ye  enter  into  the  cite  / 
there  shall  a  man  mete  you  bearynge  a  pitcher  off  water  t  hym 
folowe  into  the  same  housse  that  he  en  troth  in  t  and  ye  shall 
save  vnto  the  goode  man  off  the  housse  /  The  master  saycth : 
Where,  is  the  gest  chamber/  where  1  shall  eate  myne  ester  lambe 
wytb  my  dissciples  ?  And  he  shall  shewe  you  a  greate  parlourc 
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paved.  There  make  redy.  They  went  and  founder  as  he  had 
sayde  vnto  them  :  and  made  redy  the  ester  lambe. 

And  when  the  hourc  cam/  he  sate  doune  and  the  twelve 
Apostles  with  hym .  And  he  sayde  vnto  diem :  I  have  inwardly 
desvred/  to  cate  this  ester  lambe  with  you  before  that  y  suffre. 
For  I  sayc  vnto  you :  hence  fortlie  /  I  will  nott  eate  of  it  eny 
moore/  vntill  itt  be  fulfilled  in  the  kyngdom  of  God.  And  he 
tyke  the  cuppe/  and  gave  thankes/  and  sayde ;  Receave  this/ 
and  devydc  itt  amonge  you :  For  f  saye  vnto  you:  I  will  not  drynke 
of  the  frute  of  the  vyne/  vntill  the  kyngdom  of  God  be  come. 

And  lie  toke  breed/  and  gave  tliankcs/  and  brake  itt  /  and 
gave  it  vnto  them/  sayinge:  Thys  is  my  body  which  is  geven 
for  you  /  Thys  do  in  the  remembraunce  of  me.  Lyke  wyse  alsoo  / 
when  they  had  supped  /  he  toke  the  cuppe  sayinge:  This  is  the 
cuppe/  the  newe  testamentt/  in  my  bloud/  which  shall  for  you 
be  shedde. 

Yet  beholde  /  the  honde  off  hym  that  betrayeth  me  /  is  with 
me  on  tin;  table.  Aud  the  sonne  of  man  gocth  as  hit  is  ap- 
(toyuted:  But  wo  be  to  that  man  by  whom  he  is  betrayed. 
And  they  began  to  enquyre  amonge  them  selves  /  which  off  them 
it  shuldc  be  /  that  shulde  do  that. 

And  there  was  a  stryfe  amonge  them  /  which  of  them  shulde 
seme  greatest.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  The  kynges  of  the 
gentyls  raigne  over  them  And  they  that  beare  rule  over  them  / 
are  called  gracious  lordes.  But  ye  shall  not  be  soo.  But  he 
that  is  greatest  amonge  you  /  shalbe  as  the  yongest :  And  he  that 
is  chefe  /  shalbe  as  minister.  For  whether  is  greater  /  he  that 
sitteth  at  mcate:  or  he  that  serveth  ?  is  not  he  that  sitteth 
at  meate  :  And  I  am  amonge  you  /  as  he  that  ministreth.  Ye 
are  which  hare  bidden  with  me  in  my  temptacions.  And  I 
apoynt  vnto  you  a  kyngdom/  as  my  father  Jiatn  apoynted  to  me. 
that  ye  mayc  cate/  and  drynke  at  my  table  in  my  kyngdome  / 
and  sit  on  seates  /  and  iudge  the  twelve  tribes  of  israell. 

And  the  lordc  sayde:  Simon/  Simon/  beholde  Satan  hath 
desired  you  /  to  sifte  you  /  as  it  were  wheate :  But  I  have  prayed 
for  the  that  thy  fayth  fayle  nott.  And  when  thou  arte  converted  / 
strengthen  thy  brethren.  And  he  sayd  vnto  hym :  Lorde/ 1  am 
redy  to  goo  with  the  in  to  preson/  and  to  deth.  And  he  sayde: 
I  tell  the  Peter/  the  cocke  shall  nott  crowe  this  daye/  till  thou 
have  thryse  denyed  that  thou  knewest  me. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  when  I  sent  you  with  out  wallett/ 
and  scrippe/  and  shoues/  lacked  ye  eny  thynge  ?  And  they  sayd  / 
nothynge.  And  lie  sayde  to  them :  But  nowe  he  that  hath  a  wallet 
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let  him  take  itt/  and  lyke  wyse  his  scrippe.  And  he  thatt  hath 
noo  s wearde /  let  hvm  sell  his  coote  and  bye  won.  1  saye  vnto  you 
that  yet/  that  which  is  written  must  be  performed  in  me  (Even 
with  the  wicked  was  he  nombred)  for  those  thynges  which  are 
written  of  me  have  an  ende.  And  they  sayd :  Lorde/  be* 
holde  here  are  two  sweardes.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them :  it  is 

ynough. 

And  he  cam  out/  and  went  as  he  was  wonte  to  mounte 
olivete.  And  his  disciples  folowed  hym  And  when  lie  cam 
to  the  place/  he  sayde  to  them  Praye  lest  ye  fall  into  temp- 
tacion. 

And  he  gate  hym  silfe  from  them  /  about  a  stones  cast  /  and 
kneled  doune/  and  prayed/  sayinge :  Father  if  thou  wilt  /  with- 
drawe  this  cuppe  from  me.  Nevertlielesse/  nott  my  wyll/  Butt 
thyne  be  fulfilled.  And  there  apered  an  angell  vnto  hym  from 
heven/  comfortynge  hym/  And  he  was  in  agony/  and  prayed 
somwhat  longer.  And  hys  sweate  was  lyke  droppes  of  bioud/ 
tricklynge  doune  to  the  grounde.  And  he  rose  vppe  from  prayer/ 
and  cam  to  his  disciples  /  and  founde  them  slepynge  for  sorowc/ 
and  he  sayde  vnto  them :  Why  slepe  ye  ?  Ryse  /  and  praye  lest 
ye  fall  into  temptacion. 

Whyll  he  yet  spake  :  beholde/  there  cam  a  company  /  and  he 
that  was  called  Judas/  one  off  the  twelve/  went  before  them/ 
and  preased  neye  vnto  Jesus  to  kysse  hym.  Jesus  sayd  vnto  hym : 
Judas  betrayest  thou  the  sonne  off  man  with  a  kysse  ?  When 
they  which  were  about  hym  sawe  what  wolde  folow/  they  sayde 
vnto  hym  /  Lorde  /  shall  we  smyte  with  a  swearde  ?  A  nd  one  ofi' 
them  smote  a  servaunt  off  hym  which  was  the  chefe  prest  of  all/ 
and  smote  off  hys  righte  eare.  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  : 
Soffre  ye  thus  farre  forthe.  And  he  touched  his  eare/  and 
healed  hym. 

Jesus  sayde  vnto  the  hye  prestes  and  rulers  off  the  temple  and 
the  senyours  which  were  come  to  hym.  Be  ye  come  outt/  as 
vnto  a  thefe  with  sweardes  and  staves  ?  When  I  was  dayly  with 
you  in  the  temple  /  ye  stretched  not  forth  hondes  a  gayest  me. 
Butt  this  is  even  youre  very  houre/  and  the  power  off  darknes. 
Then  toke  they  hym/  and  ledde  hym/  and  brought  hym  to  the 
hye  prestes  housse.  And  Peter  folowed  afarre  off. 

When  they  had  kyndled  a  fyre  in  the  myddes  of  the  palys  / 
and  were  sett  doune  to  gedder  /  Peter  alsoo  sate  doune  amonge 
them.  And  won  off  the  wenches/  as  he  sate/  beholde  him  by 
the  light  and  sett  goode  eyesight  on  hym  /  and  sayde ;  This  same 
was  uIbo  with  hym.  Then  he  denyea  hym  sayinge :  Woman  I 
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knowe  bym  nott.  And  after  a  lytell  whyle  /  another  sawe  hym 
and  sayde :  Thou  arte  alsoo  off  them.  And  Peter  sayd  *.  Man  I 
am  nott.  And  aboute  the  space  off  an  houre  after  another 
affirmed  sayinge :  VereLy  even  this  feiowe  was  with  hym/  for  he 
is  off  galile.  Peter  sayde :  Man  I  woote  nott  what  thou  sayest. 
And  immediately  whill  he  yett  spake/  the  cocke  crewe.  And 
the  lorde  tourned  back©  and  lokcd  apon  Peter.  And  Peter  re- 
membred  the  wordes  off  the  lorde  /  howe  he  sayde  vnto  hym  / 
before  the  cocke  crowe  thou  shalt  denye  me  thryse.  And  Peter 
went  out/  aud  wepte  bitterly. 

And  the  men  that  stode  about  Jesus/  mocked  hym/  and 
smoote  hym/  and  blyndfolded  hym/  and  smooote  ays  face. 
And  axed  hym  sayinge.  A  rede  who  it  is  that  smoote  the  X  And 
many  other  thynges  despytfully  sayde  they  agaynst  hym. 

Ami  as  sone  as  it  was  daye/  the  seniours  off  the  people/  and 
the  by  prestes  and  scrybes  /  cam  togedder  and  ledde  hym  into 
their  eounsell  sayinge :  Arte  thou  very  Christ  ?  tel!  vs.  And  he 
sayde  vnto  them  :  if  I  shall  tell  you  /  ye  woll  not  beleve.  And  if 
alsoo  I  axe  you/  ye  will  nott  answer©  me.  Nether  lett  me  goo. 
Here  after  shall  the  sonne  of  man  sit  on  the  right  honde  of  the 
power  of  Cod.  Then  sayde  they  all.  Arte  thou  then  the  sonne 
of  God  ?  He  sayd :  Ye  saye  that  1  am.  Then  sayde  they :  What 
nede  we  eny  further  witnes  ?  We  oure  selves  have  herde  off  his 
awne  mouthe. 


€$e  Chapter. 

AND  the  whole  m  ultitude  of  them  arose  /  and  ledde  hym  vnto 
Pilate.  And  they  began  to  accuse  hym  sayinge :  We  have 
foundc  this  folowc  pervertynge  the  people/  and  forbiddynge  to 
paye  tribute  to  Cesar :  And  sayeth  that  he  is  Christ  a  kynge. 
And  Pilate  apposed  him  saynge :  Arte  thou  the  kynge  of  the 
iewes  ?  He  answered  hym  /  and  sayde  thou  sayest.  Then  sayde 
Pilate  to  the  hye  prestes  /  and  to  the  people :  I  fynde  noo  faute 
in  this  man.  And  they  were  the  moore  fearce/  sayinge:  He 
mooveth  tire  people  teachynge  thoroout  all  iewry/  and  began 
at  galile/  even  to  this  place. 

When  Pilate  herde  mencion  off  galile  /  he  axed  whether  the 
man  were  off  galile.  And  as  sone  as  he  knewe  that  he  was  of 
Herodes  iurisdiccion/  he  sent  hym  to  Herode/  which  was  at  that 
tyme  in  Jerusalem  alsoo.  When  Herode  sawe  Jesus  /  he  was 
mcrveliously  gladde.  For  he  was  desyrous  to  se  hym  off  a 
longe  season/  be  cause  he  had  hearde  many  thynges  of  hym/ 
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and  trousted  to  have  sene  some  myracle  done  by  hym.  Then 
questenned  he  with  hym  of  many  thynges :  But  he  answered 
hym  not  won  worde.  The  hye  prestes  and  scrybes  /  stode  forthe 
and  accused  hym  straitly.  And  herod/  with  his  men  off  warre/ 
despysed  hym/  and  mocked  hym/  And  arayed  hym  in  wkyte/ 
and  sent  hym  agayne  to  Pilate.  And  the  same  daye  Pilate/  and 
Herod  wer  made  frendes  togedder.  For  before  /  they  were  at 
variaunce. 

Pilate  called  to  gedder  the  hye  prestes/  and  rulers/  and  the 
people  /  and  sayde  vnto  them:  Ye  have  brought  this  man  vnto 
me  /  as  won  that  peverted  the  people.  And  loo  1  examined 
hym  before  yoa  /  and  founde  noo  faute  in  this  man  /  off  those 
tninges  where  of  ye  accuse  hym.  No  nor  yett  Herode.  For  I 
sent  you  to  him  ;  and  lo  noo  thynge  worthy  of  deeth  is  done  to 
him.  I  will  therforo  chasten  hym  and  lett  hym  loosse.  For 
off  necessite  /  he  must  have  lett  one  loosse  vuto  them  at  that 
feast. 

And  all  the  people  cryed  at  once  /  saynge :  awaye  with  him/ 
and  delivre  to  vs  Barra bas.  (which  for  insurrecciou  made  iu  the 
cite  /  and  morther/  was  cast  into  preson)  Pilate  spake  agayne  to 
them  willy nge  to  lett  Jesus  losse.  And  they  cryed/  sayinge: 
Crucify  hym  /  Crucify  hym.  He  sayde  vnto  them  the  thyrde 
tyme:  What  harme  hath  he  done?  I  fynde  noo  cause  off  deeth 
in  hym.  I  will  therfore  chasten  hym  /  and  lett  hym  goo  losse. 
And  they  cryed  with  loude  voy ce  /  and  requyred  th  at  he  my ght 
be  crucifyed.  And  the  cryinge  off  the  hye  prestes  prevailed. 

And  Pilate  gave  sentence  that  it  shulae  be  as  they  requyred  / 
and  lett  losse  vnto  them  /  hym  that  for  insurreccion  /  and  morther 
was  cast  into  preson  /  whom  they  desyred  ;  And  delyrered  Jesus 
to  do  with  hym  what  they  wolde.  And  as  they  ledde  hym 
awaye/  they  caught  won  Simon  of  sirene /  commynge  out  of 
the  felde  :  And  on  hym  layde  they  the  crosse  to  beare  it  after 
Jesus. 

There  folowed  hym  a  greate  company  of  people  /  and  of  wemen  / 
which  wemen  bewayled/  and  lamented  hym.  Jesus  turned  backe 
vnto  them  /  and  sayde :  Doughters  of  Jerusalem  /  wepe  not  for  me : 
but  wepe  for  youre  selves  /  and  for  youre  chyldren.  For  marke/ 
the  dayes  will  come  /  when  men  shall  saye  :  happy  are  the  bareu 
and  the  womhes  that  never  bare  /  and  the  pappes  which  never 
gave  sucke.  Then  shall  they  begyn  to  saye  to  the  mountaynes : 
fall  on  vs.  And  to  the  hilles  cover  vs.  For  yf  they  do  this  to 
a  grene  tree :  what  shalbe  done  /  to  the  drye  ? 

There  were  two  evyll  doers  ledde  with  hym  to  be  slayne.  And 
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when  they  vver  come  to  the  place  /  which  is  called  calvary  t  there 
they  crocifyed  hym/  and  the  evyll  doars/  one  on  the  right  honde/ 
and  the  other  on  the  lefte  honde.  Then  sayde  Jesus  :  Father 
forgeve  them  /  lor  tliey  woot  not  what  they  do.  And  they  parted 
his  ravment/  and  cast  loottes.  And  the  people  stode  and  be- 
helde* 

And  the  rulers  mocked  hym  with  them  sayinge :  He  bolpe 
other  men/  lett  hym  helpe  liym  silfe  yf  he  be  Christ  the  chosen 
of  God.  The  soudicrs  alsoo  mocked  hym  /  and  cam  and  gave 
hym  vencgcr  and  sayde :  yf  thou  be  that  kynge  off  the  iewes  / 
save  thy  silfe.  His  superscripcion  was  written  over  him/  in 
greke  /  Latin  /  and  ebrue  letters :  This  is  the  kynge  off  the  iewes. 

The  one  off  the  malcfactoures  which  hanged  /  rayled  on  hym/ 
savingc:  Yf  thou  be  Christ  save  thy  silfe  and  vs.  The  other 
answered  and  rebuked  hym  sayinge:  Nether  fearest  thou  god 
be  cause  thou  arte  in  the  same  damnacion  ?  We  are  righteously 
punnisshed  >  for  we  receavc  accordynge  to  oure  dedes :  Butt  this 
man  hath  done  noo  thynge  amysse  And  he  sayde  vnto  Jesus  : 
horde  rememher  me  when  thou  commest  into  thy  kyngdom. 
And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym:  Verely  I  saye  vnto  the  /  to  daye 
shall  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise'. 

And  it  was  about  the  sixt  houre.  And  there  cam  a  darcknes 
over  all  the  londe/  vntyll  the  nynth  houre  /  and  the  sonne  was 
durckened.  Aud  the  vayle  of  the  temple  rent  even  thorow 
the  myddes.  And  Jesus  cryed  with  a  greate  voycc  and  sayd: 
Father  /  into  thy  hondes  I  commende  my  sprete.  And  when  he 
thus  had  sayd/  he  gave  vp  the  goost.  When  the  ccnturiou 
sawe/  what  had  happened  /  he  glorified  god  sayinge :  Of  a  surtie 
this  man  was  perfect*:.  And  all  the  people  that  cam  to  gedder 
to  that  sight  /  beholdynge  the  thinges  which  were  done:  smoote 
their  brestes/  and  returned  home.  All  hys  acquayntnunce 
stode  a  farre  of/  and  the  wemen/  which  fblowed  hym  from  galile. 
beholdynge  these  thynges. 

And  beholdc  there  was  a  man  named  Joseph  a  senatour/ 
which  was  a  goode  man  and  a  iuste.  He  did  nott  consent, 
to  their  counsel!  and  dede  /  which  was  of  Aramathia  /  a  cite  off 
the  iewes.  Which  same  alsoo/  wayted  for  the  kyngdom  off 
god.  he  went  vnto  Pylate  /  and  begged  the  boddy  of  Jesus. 
And  toke  it  doune/  and  wrapped  it  in  a  lynnen  clooth  /  and 
layed  it  in  an  heawen  toumbe  /  wberin  was  never  man  before 
layed.  And  that  daye  was  the  saboth  even  /  And  the  saiioth 
drue  on.  The  women  that  folowed  after  wliych  cam  with  hym 
from  galile  /  behelde  the  sepulcve  and  howe  hys  body  was  laved, 
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And  returned  /  and  prepared  swete  odoures/  and  oyntmente6/ 
And  the  saboth  daye  they  rested  /  accordyngc  to  the  commaumie- 
ment. 


Cl )t  niti).  Chapter. 

/"hN  the  morowe  after  the  saboth  /  erly  in  the  mornynge/  they_ 
^  cam  vuto  the  toumbe  and  brought  the  odoures  whych  they" 
had  prepared  /  and  other  wemen  wyth  them.  And  they  fbuntle 
the  stone  rouled  awaye  from  the  sepulcre.  And  went  in  and 
founde  nott  the  body  off  the  lorde  Jesu.  And  it  happened  / 
as  they  were  amased  ther  at:  loo  two  men  stode  by  them./  in 
shynynge  vestures.  As  they  were  a  fraide  /  and  bowed  dounc 
their  faces  to  the  erth :  they  sayd  to  them :  why  aeke  ye  the 
livynge  amonge  the  deed  ?  He  is  nott  here :  but  is  rysen.  Re¬ 
member  howe  he  spake  vnto  you  /  when  he  was  yeti  with  you 
in  galile/  sayinge:  that  the  sonne  oft' man  must  be  delivered 
into  the  hondes  off  synfull  men  /  and  be  crucified  /  and  the  thyrde 
daye  ryse  agayne.  And  they  remembred  his  wordes  /  and 
returned  from  the  sepulcre  /  and  tolde  all  these  thynges  vnto 
the  eleven  /  and  to  all  other.  Hytt  was  Mary  magdulcn  and 
Joanna/  and  Mary  Jacoby/  and  other  that  were  with  them/ 
whych  tolde  these  thynges  vnto  tlie  A]iostle$  /  and  their  worries 
semed  vnto  them  fayned  thynges/  nether  bclcved  they  them. 
Then  aroose  Peter  and  ran  vnto  the  sepulcre  /  and  stouped  in  / 
And  sawe  the  lynnen  cloothes  Iayde  by  them  9ylfe.  And  de¬ 
parted  wondryngc  in  hym  sylfe  att  thatt  whych  hadd  happened. 

And  beliolrle/  two  of  them  went  that  same  daye  to  a  toune  / 
whych  was  from  Jerusalem  about  thre  score  forlonges  /  called 
Emaus.  and  they  talked  togedder  of  all  thinges  which  had  hap¬ 
pened/  And  it  chaunsed/  as  they  commened  togedder/  and  rea¬ 
soned  /  that  Jesus  hym  silfe  drue  neare  /  and  went  with  them.  But 
their  eyes  were  holden  /  that  they  coulde  nott  knowe  hym.  And 
he  Bayde  vnto  them:  What  maner  of  communicacions  are  these 
that  ye  have  one  to  another  as  ye  walke/  and  are  sadde.  And 
the  one  off  them  named  Cleophas  /  answered  /  and  sayd  vuto 
hym :  Arte  thou  only  a  straunger  in  Jerusalem/  and  haste  nott 
knowen  the  thinges  which  have  chaunsed  thcrinin  these  dayes? 
To  whom  he  sayd:  what  thynges ?  And  they  sayd  vnto  hym : 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  which  was  a  prophet  /  myghty  in  dedc/  and 
worde/  before  God/  and  all  the  people.  And  howc  the  hye 
prestes/  and  oure  ruelers  delivered  hym  to  be  condcmpnod  to 
deeth :  and  have  crucified  hym.  we  trusted  that  it  shulde  have 

146 


Cf>e  ftofptH  of  £>.  %nkt.  Cfj.  rjrfuj. 

bene  he  that  shuldc  have  delivered  Iaruhelf.  And  as  touchynge 
all  tltese  thynges/  to  daye  is  even  the  thyrd  daye/  that  they  were 
done. 

Ye  and  certayne  wemen  also©  of  oure  company  made  vs 
astonyed/  whych  cam  erly  vnto  the  sepalcre/  and  founde  nott 
his  boddy.  And  cam  sayinge/  that  they  had  sene  visions  off 
angels  which  sayde  that  he  was  alive.  And  certayne  of  them 
which  were  with  vs/  went  their  waye  to  the  sepalcre/  and 
founde  ytt  even  soo  as  the  wemen  had  sayde:  but  bym  they 
sawe  nott. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  them:  O  foies/  and  slowe  of  herte  to 
beleve  all  that  the  prophetes  have  spoken.  Ought  not  Christ  to 
have  suffered  these  thinges/  and  to  enter  into  his  glory?  And 
he  began  at- Moses/  and  at  all  the  prophetes  /  and  interpreted 
vnto  them  /  in  alt  scriptures  which  were  written  of  him.  And 
they  drue  neye  vnto  the  toune  which  they  went  to.  And  he 
made/  as  though  he  wolde  have  gone  further.  And  they  con- 
strayned  kyin/  sayinge:  Abyde  with  vs  for  it  draweth  tawardes 
nyghl  /  ana  the  daye  is  farre  passed.  And  he  went  in  to  tary 
with  them. 

And  it  cam  to  passe  as  he  sate  att  raeate  wy th  them  /  he  toke 
breed  and  blessed  yt /  and  brake  ytt  and  gave  it  vnto  them. 
And  their  eyes  were  openned.  And  they  knewe  hym.  And  he 
vannisshed  out  of  their  syght/  and  they  sayde  betwene  them 
selves:  did  not  oure  hertes  bume  wyth  in  vs/ why  11  he  talked 
with  vs  by  the  waye/  and  openned  to  vs  the  scriptures?  And 
they  roose  vp  the  same  lioure  /  and  returned  agayne  to  Jerusalem/ 
and  they  founde  the  eleven  gaddered  to  gedder/  and  them  that 
were  wyth  them  /  sayinge  :  The  lorde  is  risen  in  dede  /  and  hath 
apered  to  Simon,  and  they  tolde  what  was  done  in  the  waye/ 

and  ho  we  they  knewe  hym  /  by  the  hreakynge  off  breed. 

As  they  thus  spake/  Jesus  hym  silfe  stode  in  the  myddes  of 
them/  and  sayde  vnto  them:  peace  be  with  you.  And  they 
were  abasshed/  and  afrayde/  supposinge  that  they  had  sene  a 
spretc.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them:  Why  arc  ye  troubled?  and 
why  do  thoughtes  aryse  in  youre  hertes?  Behold  my  hondes 
and  my  fete.  For  it  ys  even  I  my  sylfe.  handle  me  and  se. 
For  spretes  have  nott  flesshe  and  bones  /  as  ye  se  me  have.  And 
when  he  had  thus  spoken/  he  shewed  them  his  hondes/  and  his 
fete.  And  whyll  they  vett  boleved  uott  for  ioye/  and  wondred/ 
he  sayde  vnto  them:  Have  ye  here  eny  meatc/  And  they  gave 
hym  a  pace  of  a  brouled  fisshe  /  and  of  an  bony  combe.  And  he 
toke  it/  and  ate  it  before  them, 
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And  be  sayde  vnto  them :  These  are  the  wordes/  which  I  spake 
vnto  you  /  whill  I  was  yett  with  you:  that  all  must  be  fulfilled 
which  were  written  of  me  in  the  lawe  of  Moses/  and  in  the  pro- 
phetes/  and  in  the  psalmes.  Then  openned  he  their  wyttes/  that, 
they  myght  vnderstond  the  scriptures/  and  sayde  vnto  them: 
Thus  ys  yt  written/  and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffre/  and  to 
ryse  agaytie  from  deeth  thethyrde  daye.  And  that  repentau nee/ 
and  remission  of  synnes  /  shulde  be  preached  in  his  name  amonge 
all  nacions.  And  the  begynnynge  must  be  at  Jerusalem.  And 
ye  are  witnesses  of  these  thynges.  And  beholde  /  I  wyll  sendc 
the  promes  of  my  father  apon  you.  Butt  tary  ye  in  the  cite  of 
J  erusalcm  /  vntyll  ye  be  endewed  with  power  from  an  h  ye. 

And  he  ledae  them  out  into  Bethany/  and  lifte  vp  hys 
hondes/  and  blest  them.  And  it  cam  to  passe/  as  he 
blessed  them/  he  departed  from  them/  and  was 
caryed  vp  in  to  heven.  And  they  worshipped 
hym/  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  with 
greate  ioye.  And  were  continually 
in  the  temple/  praysinge/  and 

laudinge  God. 


mUrtf)  tije  0ogptU 
off  &anrt  Euht. 
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C&e  fprst  Chapter. 

SjJ  the  begynnynge  was  that  worde/  and 
tli at  worde  was  with  god :  and  god  was  thatt 
wordc.  The  same  was  in  the  begynnynge 
wyth  god,  AH  thynges  were  made  by  it/  and 
with  out  it  /  was  made  noo  thinge :  that  made 
was.  In  it  was  lyfe/  And  lyfe  was  the  light 
of  men  /  And  the  light  shyneth  in  darcknes  / 
and  darcknes  comprehended  it  not. 

I'll  ere  was  a  man  9ent  from  god/  whose 
name  was  Jhon.  The  same  cam  as  a  witnes/ 
to  beam  witnes  of  the  light  /  that  all  men  through  him  myght 
bcleve.  He  was  nott  that  light:  but  to  beare  witnes  of  the 
light.  That  was  a  true  light/  which  lighteneth  all  men  that  come 
into  the  worlde.  He  was  in  the  worlde/  and  the  worlde  by  him 
was  made;  and  the  worlde  knewe  hym  not. 

He  cam  into  his  awne/  and  his  receaved  him  not.  vnto  as 
meny  as  receaved  him  /  gave  lie  power  to  be  the  sonnes  of  god; 
in  that  they  beieved  on  his  name :  which  were  borne  not  of 
blonde  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesshe/  nor  yet  of  the  will  of  men : 
but  of  god. 

And  that  worde  was  made  flesshe  /  and  dwelt  amonge  vs/  and 
we  sawe  the  glory  off  yt/  as  the  glory  off  the  only  begotten 
sonne  off  the  father/  which  worde  was  full  of  grace/  and  verite. 

Jhon  bare  witnes  off  hym  sayinge :  Thys  is  he  of  whome  I 
spake/  he  that  commcth  after  me/  was  before  me  be  cause  he 
was  yer  than  I.  And  of  his  fulnes  have  all  we  receaved  /  even 
favour  for  favour.  For  the  lawe  was  geven  by  Moses  /  but  favour 
and  verite  cam  by  Jesus  Christ.  No  man  sawe  god  at  eny 
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tyme.  The  only  begotten  sonne  /  which  is  in  the  lathers  bosum  > 
hath  declared  hytn. 

And  this  is  the  recorde  off  Jhon/  When  the  icwes  sent 
prcstes/  and  lcvites  from  Jerusalem  /  to  axe  hym  /  what  arte 
thou  ?  And  he  confessed  /  and  denyed  nott/  and  sayde  playnly : 
I  am  nott  Christ.  And  they  axed  hym :  what  then  ?  arte  tlion 
Helias  ?  And  he  sayde :  I  am  nott.  Arte  thou  a  prophet  ?  And 
he  answered  noo.  Then  sayd  they  vnto  hym:  what  arte  thou? 
That  we  maye  geve  an  answer  to  them  that  sent  vs  ?  what 
sayest  thou  of  thy  silfe?  He  sayde:  I  am  the  voyce  of  a  eryar 
in  the  witdernes/  make  strayght  the  waye  of  the  lorde/  as  sayde 
the  prophet  Esayas. 

And  they  which  were  sent/  wer  off  the  phariscs.  And  they 
axed  hym :  and  sayde  vnto  him :  why  baptisest  thou  then  /  yf 
thou  be  nott  Christ/  nor  Helias/  nether  a  prophet  ?  Jhon 
answered  them  sayinge  :  I  baptise  with  water :  butt  one  is  come 
amonge  you  /  whom  ye  knowe  nott :  he  it  is  that  commeth  after 
me  /  whiche  was  before  me  /  whose  shoue  latchet  / 1  am  not  worthy 
to  vnlose.  These  thynges  were  done  in  Bethabara  beyonde  Jor¬ 
dan/  where  Jhon  did  baptise. 

The  nexte  day e/  Jhon  sawe  Jesus  commynge  vnto  him  /  and 
sayde :  beholde  the  lam  be  of  god  r  whych  taketh  awaye  the  synne 
off  the  worlde.  This  is  he  of  whom  I  sayde :  After  me  commeth 
a  man  /  which  was  before  me.  For  he  was  yer  then  I  /  and  1 
knew  hym  nott :  butt  that  he  sliuld  be  declared  to  Israhell  / 
therfore  cam  I  baptisynge  with  water. 

And  Jhon  bare  recorde/  sayinge:  I  sawe  the  sprete  descende 
from  heven/  lyke  vnto  a  dove/  and  it  aboode  apon  hym  /  and  I 
knewe  hym  not :  but  he  that  seDt  me  to  baptyse  in  water/  sayde 
vnto  me?  Apon  whom  thou  shall  se  the  sprete  descende  /  and 
tary  styll  on  hym  /  the  same  is  he  whych  baptiseth  wyth  the  holy 
goost.  And  I  saive  yt/  and  have  borne  recorde  /  that  thys  ys 
the  sonne  off  God. 

The  next  daye  after  Jhon  stode  agayne/  and  two  off  hys  dis¬ 
ciples  /  and  he  behelde  Jesus  as  he  walked  by  /  and  sayde  :  be¬ 
holde  the  lambc  off  God.  And  the  two  disciples  herde  hym 
speake/  and  they  folowcd  Jesus.  Jesus  turned  about  /  and  sawe 
them  folowe /  And  sayde  vnto  them  ;  what  seke  ye?  They  sayde 
vnto  hym :  Rabi  ( which  is  to  say  be  interpretacion  /  Master) 
where  dwellest  thou  ?  He  sayde  vnto  them :  come  and  se. 
They  cam  and  sawe  where  he  dwelt :  and  abode  with  hym  that 
dave.  For  it  was  about  the  tenthe  houre. 

Won  off  the  two  whych  herde  Jhon  speake/  and  folowed 
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Jesus/  was  Andrew  Simon  Peters  brother.  The  same  founde 
hys  brother  Simon  fyrst  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym  :  we  have  founde 
Messias/  whycli  ys  be  interpretacion  announted:  And  brought 
hym  to  Jesus.  And  Jesus  beheld e  hym  and  sayde :  Thou  arte 
Simon  the  sonne  oft*  Jonas/  Thou  shalt  be  called  Cephas :  which 
is  by  interpretacion  a  stone. 

The  daye  folowynge  Jesus  wolde  goo  into  galile/  and  founde 
Philip  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  folowe  me.  Philip  was  of  Bet- 
saida  the  cite  of  Andrew  and  Peter.  Philip  founde  Nathanael  / 
and  sayde  vnto  hym  :  We  have  fbnnde  hym  off  whom  Moses 
wrote  in  the  iawe/  and  the  prophetes:  Jesus  the  sonne  of  Joseph 
of  Nazareth.  And  Nathanael!  sayde  vnto  hym :  Can  there  eny 
goode  thvnge  come  out  off  Nazareth  ?  Philip  sayde  to  hym  : 
come  and  so.. 

Jesus  sawe  Nathanael  cOmmynge  to  hym/  and  sayde  of  hym: 
Beholdc  a  right  hisrahelite/  in  whom  is  no  gyle.  Nathanael 
savd  vnto  hym :  From  whence  knewest  thou  me  ?  Jesus 

V  | 

answered  and  sayde  vnto  hym:  Before  that  Philip  called  the/ 
when  thou  wast  vnder  the  fygge.  tre/ 1  sawc  the.  Nathanael 
answered  and  sayde  vnto  hym:  Rabi/  thou  arte  the  sonne  off 
God/  Thou  arte  the  kynge  of  Israhd.  Jesus  answered  and 
sayd  vnto  hym  :  Be  cause  I  sayde  vnto  the/ 1  sawe  the  vnder 
the  fygge  tree/  thou  belevest.  Thou  shalt  se  greater  thynges 
than  these.  And  he  sayde  vnto  hym:  Verely/  verely/  I  saye 
vnto  you :  here  after/  shall  ye  se  heven  open/  and  the  angels  off 
God  ascemlynge/  and  descendynge  over  the  sonne  off  man. 

Cl jt  deconbt  Cfjaptrr. 

A  ND  the  thyrde  daye/  was  there  a  manage  in  Cana  a  citie  of 
Galile.  And  Jesus  mother  was  there.  Jesus  was  called  also 
and  Ins  disciples  vnto  the  inariage.  And  when  the  wyne  fayled/ 
Jesus  mother  sayde  vnto  hym :  they  have  no  wyne.  Jesus 
sayde  vnto  her :  woman  /  what  have  I  to  do  with  the  ?  myoe 
houre  is  not  yett  come.  His  mother  sayde  vnto  the  minis¬ 
ters  :  whatsoever  he  sayeth  vnto  you  /  do  itt.  There  were  stond- 
y  nge  sixe  water  pottes  of  stone  after  the  maner  of  the  purifyinge 
of  the  iewes  /  contaynynge  two  or  thre  fyrkyns  a  pece. 

Jesus  sayde  vnto  them :  Fyll  the  water  pottes  with  water  /  and 
they  fylled  them  vp  to  the  narde  brym.  And  he  sayde  vnto 
them :  Drawe  outt  nowe/  and  beare  vnto  the  governer  of  the 
feasle.  And  they  bare  itt.  When  the  ruler  off  the  feast  had 
tasted  the  water  that  was  turned  vnto  wyne/  nether  knewe 
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whence  it  was  (Butt  the  mynisters  which  drue  the  water  knew) 
He  called  the  brydegrome/  and  aayde  vnto  hym :  All  men  att 
the  begynnynge/  sett  forth  goode  wyne/  And  when  men  be 
dronke/  then  thalt  which  is  worsse:  Butt  thou  hast  kept  backe 
the  goode  wyne  hetherto. 

Thys  begynnynge  off  myracles  did  Jesus  in  Cana  of  Galile  / 
and  shewed  his  glory  r  and  his  disciples  beleved  on  hym.  After 
thatt  descended  he  in  to  Capernaum  /  and  hys  mother  /  and  hys 
brethren  /  and  his  disciples  :  But  continued  not  longe  there. 

And  the  iewes  ester  was  even  at  honde/  And  Jesus  went  vp  to 
Jerusalem/  and  founde  in  the  temple  those  that  soldc  oxen  and 
shape/  and  doves/  and  chaungers  of  money  syttynge.  And  lie 
made  a  scourge  off  small  cordes/  and  drave  them  all  out  off  the 
temple/  bothe  shepe  and  oxen/  and  powred  doune  the  changers 
money  /  and  overthrue  their  tables.  'And  sayde  vnto  them  that 
solde  doves :  Have  these  thynges  hence  /  and  make  nott  my 
fathers  housse/  an  housse  off  marchandysc.  Hys  disciples 
retnembred/  howe  that  yt  was  written  /  The  zele  of  thyne  housse/ 
hath  even  eaten  me. 

Then  answered  the  iewes  and  sayde  vnto  him  :  what  token 
shewest  thou  vnto  vs/  seynge  that  thou  dost  these  thynges? 
Jesus  answered  /  and  said  vnto  them :  destroye  this  temple/  and 
in  thre  dayes  I  will  rayse  it  vppe  agayne.  Then  sayde  the  iewes : 
In  xlvj.  yeares  this  temple  was  bill :  and  wylt  thou  rayse  it  vppe 
in  thre  daves  ?  Butt  he  spake  of  the  temple  off  hys  boddy.  As 
sone  therfore  as  he  was  rysen  from  deeth  agayne/  his  disciples 
remembred  that  he  thus  sayde  vnto  them/  And  they  beleved  the 
scripture/  and  the  wordes  whych  Jesus  had  sayde. 

When  he  was  at  Jerusalem/  at  ester  in  the  feaste/  uianv 
beleved  ou  his  name :  when  they  sawe  the  signes  which  he  did : 
but  Jesus  put  nott  hym  silfe  in  their  hondes/  be  cause  he  knewe 
all  men  /  and  neded  nott  /  that  eny  man  shulde  testify  off  man. 
For  he  knewe  what  was  in  man. 


3Pf)e  uj.  Chapter. 

rpHERE  was  a  man  olf  the  pharises  named  Nicodemua  a  ruler 
amonge  the  iewes.  He  cam  to  Jesus  be  nyght/  and  sayde  vnto 
him  :  Master  /  we  knowe  that  thou  arte/  a  teacher  whyche  arte 
come  from  god.  For  no  man  coulde  do  suche  miracles  as  thou 
doest/  except  God  were  wyth  hym  :  Jesus  answered/  and  sayde 
vnto  hym  :  Verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  the :  except  that  a  man 
be  boren  a  newe/  he  cannot  se  the  kingdom  of  god.  Nicodemus 
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sayde  vnto  hym :  howe  can  a  man  be  boreo  /  when  he  is  olde  ? 
can  he  enter  into  hys  modern  body  and  be  boren  agayne  ?  Jesus 
answered:  verely/  verely  I  saye  vnto  the:  except  that  a  man 
be  boren  of  water  /  and  of  the  sprete  /  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kyngdom  of  god.  That  whych  is  boren  of  the  fieuhe  /  b  flesshe. 
And  that  which  is  boren  of  the  sprete  r  b  sprete.  Marvayle  nott 
that  I  sayd  to  the/  ye  mast  be  boren  anewe.  The  wynde  blow* 
eth  where  it  listeth  /  and  thou  bearest  his  sounde :  butt  thou 
canst  nott  teli  whence  he  commeth  and  whether  he  goeth.  So 
is  every  man  that  b  boren  of  the  sprete. 

Nicodemus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  him :  howe  can  these 
thynges  bet  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  Arte  thou 
a  master  in  lsrahell/  and  knoweat  nott  these  thynges?  Verely 
verely/  1  saye  vnto  the/  we  speake  that  we  knowe/  and  testify 
that  wc  have  sene ;  And  ye  receave  not  oure  witnes.  Yff  I  have 
tolde  you  erthely  thynges  and  ye  have  not  beleved :  Howe 
shulde  ye  Ixdcve  if  1  shall  tell  you  of  hevenly  thynges  ? 

And  noo  man  hath  ascended  vppe  to  heven/  butt  he  that  cam 
do  line  from  heven  /  that  ys  to  saye  the  sonne  of  man  /  which  b 
in  heven. 

And  as  Moses  llfle  vppe  the  serpent  in  wylderaes/  even  soo 
must  the  sonne  off  man  be  lifte  vppe  /  that  noo  man  which  be* 
Icveth  in  hym  perisshe :  but  have  e  tern  all  lyfe. 

God  soo  loved  the  worlde/  that  he  gave  his  only  sonne  for  the 
entent  /  that  none  that  beleve  in  hym  /  shulde  perisshe :  Butt 
shulde  have  evexbstynge  lyfe.  For  God  sent  not  his  sonne  into 
the  worlde/  to  condempne  the  worlde:  But  that  the  worlde 
through  him  /  myght  ,be  saved.  He  that  beleveth  on  hvm  shall 
not  be  oondempned,  But  he  that  beleveth  nott  /  is  condempned 
all  redy  /  be  cause  he  beleveth  nott  m  the  name  off  the  only  sonne 
off  God.  And  this  is  the  condempnacion :  Light  is  come  into 

the  workle/  and  the  men  have  loved  darebnes  more  then  light  / 
he  cause  their  dedes  were  evyll,  For  every  man  that  evyll 
doclli  /  hateth  the  light :  nether  commeth  to  light/  lest  his  dedes 
shulde  be  reproved.  Butt  he  that  doth  the  txncth/  commeth 
to  the  light  /  that  hb  dedes  myght  be  knowen  /  howe  that  they 
are  wroght  in  God. 

After  that  cam  Jesus  and  his  disciples  into  the  iewes  londe/ 
and  there  abode  with  them  and  baptised  /  and  Jhon  also  bap¬ 
tised  in  Enon  besydes  Salim/  be  cause  there  was  inoche  water 
there/  and  they  cam/  and  were  baptised.  For  Jhon  was  not  yet 
cast  into  preson. 

There  a  rose  a  question  betweae  Jhons  disciples  and  the  iewes 
a  bout  purifiynge.  And  they  cam  vnto  Jhon/  and  sayde  vnto 
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hym ;  Master/  beholde  he  that  was  with  the  beyootle  iordan/ 
to  whom  thou  barest  witness  baptyaeth/  and  all  men  come  to 
hym.  Jhon  answered  /  and  sayde :  A  man  can  receave  nothyngc 
at  all  except  it  be  geven  hym  from  heven.  Ye  yourc  selves  are 
witnesses/  howe  that  1  sayde/  I  am  nott  Christ:  butt  am  sent 
before  hym.  He  that  hath  the  bryde  is  the  brydegrome ;  But 
the  (Venae  off  the  brydegrome  which  stondeth  by  and  heaieth 
hy  m  /  rerayseth  greateiy  of  the  brydgromes  voyce.  Therfore  this 
my  ioye  is  fulfilled.  He  must  increace :  and  1  muste  dec  reace. 
He  that  commeth  from  an  hye  is  above  all :  he  that  is  off  the 
erth  is  of  the  erth/  and  speakeLh  off  the  erth.  He  that  comroelh 
from  heven  /  is  above  all :  And  testify eth  that  he  hath  seue  /  and 
herde :  and  his  testimony  noo  man  receavcth.  Whosoever  re- 

ceavith  his  witnes/  the  same  hath  sealed  that  God  is  true.  For 

_  *  _  ___ 

he  whom  God  hath  sent  apeaketli  the  wordes  off  God.  For  God 
geveth  nott  the  sprete  by  measure.  The  father  loveth  the  sonne/ 
and  hath  geven  all  thynges  into  his  honde.  He  that  belevelh 
on  the  sonne  /  hath  everlastyng’  lyfe.  And  he  that  beloveth  nott 
the  sonne/  shall  nottse  lyfe:  bat  the  wratlie  of  God  bydeth 
on  him. 

(ftj.  Chapter. 

A  S  sone  as  the  lordc  had  knoweledge/  howe  that  it  was  come 
to  the  eares  off  the  pharises  /  that  Jesus  made  and  baptised 
moo  disciples  then  Jhon  (though'  that  Jesus  hym  silfe  baptised 
not :  butt  nis  disciples)  he  lefte  iewry  /  and  departed  agayne  into 
galile.  And  it  was  boo  that  he  muBt  ned^s  goo  thorowe  Sama¬ 
ria.  Then  cam  he  to  a  cite  of  Samaria  called  Sichar  besvdes 

id 

the  possession  that  Jacob  gave  to  his  sonne  Joseph  /  and  there 
was  Jacobs  well.  Jesus  then  weried  in  his  iomey  /  sate  thus  on 
the  well. 

Hit  was  about  the  sixte  houre :  There  cam  a  woman  of  Sa- 

■ 

maria  to  drawe  water.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  her :  *  Gcve  me  drynke 
(for  his  disciples  wer  gone  awaye  vnto  the  toune  to  beye  meate) 
The  woman  off  Samaria  sayde  vnto  hym :  howe  is  itt/  thatt  thou 
beinge  a  iewe  axest  drynke  of  me  /  which  am  ft  Samaritane  ?  (for 
the  iewes  medle  not  with  the  Samaritans)  Jesus  answered  and 
sayde  vnto  her :  if  thou  knewest  the  gyfte  of  God/  and  who  it 
is  /  that  sayeth  to  the  geve  me  drynke :  thou  woldcst  have  axed 
of  hym/  and  he  wolde  have  geven  the  water  of  lyfe.  The  woman 
sayde  veto  hym :  Syr  thou  hast  noo  thynge  to  <frawe  it  with  all  / 
and  the  well  is  depe :  from  whenc  then  hast  thou  that  water  off 
lyfe  ?  Arte  thon  gretter  then  cure  father  Jacob/  which  gave  vs 
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tiiis  well  /  and  be  hym  silfe  dranke  there  of  and  hie  children  and 

bus  cattell  l 

Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  her :  whosoever  drynketh  of 
this  water/  shall  thurst  agayne.  But  whosoever  shall  drynke  of 
the  water  that  J  shall  geve  hym  /  shall  never  be  moare  a  thynt  i 
But  the  water  that  1  shall  geve  hym/  shalbe  in  hym  a  well  of 
water  spryngvtige  vp  in  to  everlastynge  lyfe.  The  woman  sayde 
veto  hym:  Syr  geve  me  of  that  water/  that  I  tfayrst  not/ 
nether  come  hedder  to  drawe.  Jesos  sayde  to  to  her :  Go  and 
call  thy  husband/  and  come  hydder.  The  woman  answered  and 
sayde  vnto  by  m :  1  have  no  husband.  Jesus  sayde  to  her:  Thou 
hast  well  sayd/  1  have  no  husbande.  For  thou  haste  had  five 
Uusbandes/  and  he  whom  thou  nowe  hast/  is  not  thy  housband. 
That  saydest  thou  truely. 

The  woman  sayde  vnto  hym :  Syr  1  perceive  that  thou  arte  a 
prophet.  Ourc  fathers  worshipped  in  this  monntayne :  And  ye 
sav  thatt  in  Jerusalem  is  the  place  where  men  ought  to  praye. 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  her:  woman  trust  me/  The  houre  coxneth  /  when 
ye  shall  nether  in  this  uountayne/  nor  yet  att  Jerusalem/  wor¬ 
ships  the  father,  ye  worsbippe  ye  wot  neare  what/  we  knowe 
what  we  wornhippe.  For  saivacion  commeth  of  the  tewes.  Bat 
the  houre  commeth  /  and  nowe  is  /  when  the  true  worshippers  shall 
worsbippe  the  lather  in  sprete/  and  in  verito.  For  vemy  suche 
the  father  requyreth  to  worehippe  hym.  God  is  a  sprete  /  and  they 
that  worshippe  hym/  must  honoure  hym/  in  sprete  and  rente. 

The  woman  sayde  vnto  hym :  1  wot  well  Messias  shall  come/ 
which  is  called  Christ.  When  he  is  once  come/  he  will  tell  vs 
all  thynges.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  her :  I  thatt  spake  vnto  the  /  am 
he.  And  even  at  that  poynte/  cam  his  disciples/  and  marvelled 
that  he  talked  with  the  woman.  Yet  no  man  sayde  vnto  hym : 
what  meanest  thou  /  or  why  talkest  thou  with  Iter  ?  The  woman 
lefte  her  water  pott  behynde  her/  and  went  her  waye  into  the 
cite/  and  sayde  to  the  men  there :  Come  se  a  man  whiche  told© 
me  all  thynges  thatt  ever  I  dyd.  Is  not  he  Christ  ?  Then  they 
went  out  off  the  cite/  and  cam  vnto  hym. 

In  the  mcane  whyle  his  disciples  prayed  hym  saynge :  Master 
eate.  He  sayde  vnto  them :  I  have  meate  to  eate/  that  ye 
knowe  nott  off.  Then  sayd  the  disciples  betwene  them  selves : 
hath  euy  man  brought  hym  meate?  Jesus  sayd  vnto  them:  My 
innate  vs  u>  fulfill  the  will  off  hym  that  sent  me/  And  to  fyu- 
nysshe  nys  worcke.  Sayc  not  ye :  There  are  yett  fbure  monethes/ 
and  then  commeth  harvest?  Beholde  1  saye  vnto  you/  lyfte 
vppe  youre  eyes  /  and  loke  on  the  regions :  For  they  are  whyte 
aiircdy  vnto  harvest.  And  he  that  repeth  receaveth  rewarde/ 
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and  gaddeieth  frute  veto  lyfe  eternall :  That  bo  the  lie  tliat  sow- 
eLh/  mvght  reioyce  also/  and  he  thatt  repeth.  And  here  in  ys 
the  sayiuge  true/  that  won  soweth/  And  another  repeth.  1  sent 
you  to  repe  that  wheron  ye  bestowed  no  laboure.  O  Lher  men 
laboured  /  And  ye  are  entred  into  their  labours. 

Many  off  the  Samaritans  off  the  cite  beleved  on  hym/  For 
the  womans  eayinge/  whych  testifyed :  He  told  me  alt  thynges 
that  ever  1  did.  Then  when  the  Samaritans  were  come 
vnto  hym/  They  besought  hym/  that  he  wolde  tary  wyth  them. 
And  lie  aboode  there  two  dayes.  And  many  moo  beleved 
because  off  hys  awne  wordes.  And  sayde  vnto  the  woman : 
Nowe  we  bekve  nott  be  cause  off  thy  sayinge.  For  we  have 
herde  hym  oure  selves/  and  knowe  thatt  thy  a  ys  even  in  dede 
Christ  the  savioure  off  the  worlde. 

After  two  dayes/  he  departed  thence/  and  went  awaye  into 
galile.  And  Jesus  hym  siife  testifyed  /  that  a  prophet  hath  none 
honoure  in  hys  awne  countre.  Then  as  sone  as  he  was  come 
into  Galile/  the  Galileans  receaved  hym  which  had  sene  all 
thynges/  that  he  did  at  Jerusalem  ou  the  feast.  For  they  went 
also  vnto  the  feast  daye.  And  Jesus  cam  agayne  into  Cana  of 
Galile  /  where  he  tourned  water  into  wyne. 

And  there  was  a  certayne  rueler/  whose  sonne  was  sicke  at 
Capernaum.  As  sone  as  he  herde  that  Jesus  was  come  out  of 
iewry  into  Galile  he  went  vnto  hym  /  and  besought  him  /  that  he 
wolde  descende/  and  heale  his  sonne ;  For  he  was  even  redy  to 
deye.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  hym :  Excepte  ye  se  signes  and 
wonders  /  ye  beleve  not.  The  rueler  sayde  vnto  hym ;  Syr  come 
awaye  or  ever  that  my  chylde  deye,  Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym  goo 
thy  way e/  thy  sonne  liveth.  And  the  man  beleved  the  wordes 
that  Jesus  had  spoken  vnto  hym  /  and  went  his  waye.  And 
anon  as  he  went  on  his  waye/  his  servauates  mett  hym /  and 
tolde  hym/  sayinge:  Thy  sonne  liveth  /  Then  enquyred  he  of 
them  the  houre  when  he  began  to  amende.  And  they  sayde 
vnto  hym  :  Y ester  dayc  the  sevenths  houre/  the  fever  lens  hym. 
And  the  father  knew  that  it  was  the  same  houre  when  Jesus 
sayde  vnto  hym :  Thy  sonne  liveth,  And  he  beleved/  and  all 
his  hooshold.  Thys  ys  agayne  the  seconde  myracle/  that  Jesus 
did/  after  he  cam  out  of  iewry  into  Gafile. 


fl$e  b.  Chapter. 

A  FTER  that  there  was  a  feast  off  the  iewes/  and  Jesus  went 
vppe  to  Jerusalem.  There  is  at  Jerusalem  /  by  the  slaugh¬ 
terhouse  a  pole  called  in  the  ebrue  tonge/  bethesda/  hnvynge 
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five  porches/  in  them  laye  a  greate  multitude  off  sicke  folke/  off 
blynde/  halt/  and  wyddered/  waytynge  for  the  movynge  off  the 
wather.  For  an  angell  went  doune  at  a  certayne  ceason  into  the 
pole  an  stered  the  water,  whosoever  then  fyrst  alter  the  ster- 
yngc  off  the  water  stepped  doune/  was  made  whoale  of  whatso¬ 
ever  disease  he  had.  And  a  certayne  man  was  there/  which  had 
bene  diseased  xxxviij.  yeares.  When  Jesus  sawe  hym  lye  /  and 
knewe  that  he  nowe  longe  tyme  had  bene  diseased  /  he  sayde 
vnto  hym :  Wilt  thou  be  whoale  1  The  syke  answered  hym : 
Syr  I  have  no  man  when  the  water  is  moved/  to  put  me  into  the 
pole.  Butt  in  the  mcane  tyme/  whill  I  am  about  to  come/ 
another  stoppeth  doune  before  me. 

Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym  /  ryse/  take  vp  thy  beed/  and  walke. 
And  inuncdiatly  that  man  was  whole  /  and  toke  vp  his  beed  /  and 
went.  And  the  same  daye  was  the  saboth  daye.  The  iewes 
therfore  sayd  vnto  hym  that  was  made  whole :  It  is  the  saboth 
daye/  it  is  null  laufull  for  the  to  cary  thy  beed.  He  answered 
them  :  he  that  made  me  whole  /  sayde  unto  me :  Take  vp  thy 
beed  /  and  gett  the  hence.  Then  axed  they  hym :  what  man  is 
that  which  sayd  vnto  the  /  take  vp  thy  beed  and  walke.  And  he 
that  was  healed  wist  not  who  yt  was.  For  Jesus  gatt  hym  silfe 
a  wave  /  be  cause  that  there  was  preace  of  people  in  the  place. 

After  that/  Jesus  founde  hym  in  the  temple/  and  sayd  vnto 
hym  :  Bcholde  thou  arte  made  whole/  se  thou  sy nne  no  moore/ 
lest  a  worsse  thinge  happen  vnto  the.  The  man  departed  /  and 
toldc  the  iewes  that  yt  was  Jesus  /  the  whyche  had  made  hym 
whole.  And  therfore  the  iewes  did  persecute  Jesus/  and  sought 
the  meanes  to  slee  hym/  be  cause  he  had  done  these  thvnges  on 
the  saboth  daye.  Jesus  answered  them:  My  father  *  worketh 
hidderto/  and  1  worke,  Therfore  the  iewes  sought  the  moore  to 
k  ill  hym  /  not  only  be  cause  he  had  broken  the  saboth:  but  sayde 
alsoo'that  god  was  his  father/  and  made  hym  silfe  equall  with 

god- 

Then  answered  Jesus  and  sayde  unto  them:  verely/  verely/ 
I  saye  vnto  you :  the  sonne  can  do  noo  thynge  of  hym  silfe :  but 
that  he  seyth  the  father  do.  For  whatsoever  he  doeth  /  that 
doeth  the  sonne  also.  For  the  father  loveth  the  sonne/  and 
sheweth  hym  all  thynges/  whatsoever  he  him  silfe  doeth.  And 
he  will  sliewe  hym  gretter  thynges  then  these/  be  cause  ye 
shouklc  marvaylc.  For  lykwyse  as  the  father  rayseth  vppe  the 
deed/  and  quyekeneth  them  /  even  soo  the  sonne  quyekeneth 
whom  he  woll.  Nether  iudgeth  the  father  eny  man  :  but  hath 
committed  all  judgment  vnto  the  sonne  /  l>e  cause  that  all  men 
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ahulde  honoure  the  sorme/  even  as  they  honoure  the  father.  He 
that  honoureth  nott  the  sonne/  the  same  honoureth  not  the 
father  which  hath  seut  hym.  Vyrely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you : 
He  that  heareth  my  wordes  /  And  beleveth  on  hym  that  sent 
me/-  hathe  everlastynge  lyfe/  and  shall  not  come  in  to  damnacion : 
but  is  scaped  from  deth  vnto  lyfe. 

Verely/  verely  I  saye  vnto  you:  the  tyme  shall  come/  and 
nowe  ys  /  when  the  deed  shall  heare  the  voyce  off  the  sonne  of 
god.  And  they  that  heare  /  shall  live.  For  as  the  father  hath 
life  in  hym  silfe  :  soo  lyke  wyse  hath  he  geveti  to  the  sonne  to 
have  lyfe  in  hym  silfe.  And  hath  geven  hym  power  alsoo  to 
iudge  in  that  he  is  the  sonne  off  man.  Marvayie  nott  at  tills  / 
that  the  houre  shall  come/  in  the  whych  all  that  are  in  the 
graves  /  shall  heare  his  voice  /  and  shall  come  fortiic  /  they  that 
have  done  goode  vnto  the  resurreccion  off  lyfe.  Anti  they  that 
have  done  evyll  /  vnto  the  resurreccion  of  dampnacion. 

I  can  of  myoe  awne  silfe  do  noo  thynge  at  all.  as  1  heare  I 
iudge/  and  my  Judgment  ys  lust/  be  cause  I  soke  nott  myne 
awne  Wyll :  Butt  the  will  off  the  father  which  hath  sent  me.  Yf 
I  be^re  witnes  off  my  silfe  /  my  witnes  ys  nott  true.  There  ys 
another  thatt  beareth  witnes  off  me.  And  I  am  sure  that  the 
witnes  whyche  he  beareth  of  me  is  true. 

Ye  sent  vnto  Jhon  /  and  he  bare  witnes  vnto  the  trueth :  but 
I  receave  no  recorde  of  man.  Neverthelesse/  these  thynges  I 
saye  /  that  ye  myght  be  safe.  He  was  a  brennynge  and  a  shyri- 
ynge  tight/  and  ye  woldc  for  a  season  have  reioysed  in  Iris  light. 
But  I  have  gretter  witnes  /  then  the  witnes  off  Jhon.  For  the 
workes  whych  my  father  hath  geven  me  to  fynuy&he :  The  same 
workes  whych  1  do  /  beare  witnes  off  me  /  thatt  my  father  sent 
me/  And  my  father  hym  silfe/  which  hath  sent  me/  beareth 
witnes  off  me.  Ye  have  nott  herde  hys  voice  att  eny  tyme/  nor 
yett  have  sene  hys  shape.  And  his  wordes  have  ye  nott  abyd- 
ynge  in  you  :  For  ye  beleve  not  hvm  whom  he  hath  sent. 

Searche  the  scriptures  /  for  in  them  /  ye  thynke  ye  have  eter¬ 
nal  lyfe  :  And  they  are  they  whych  testify  off  me.  And  yett 
will  ye  nott  come  to  me  that  ye  myght  have  lyfe.  1  reeeve  nott 
prayse  off  men  :  But  I  knowe  you/  that  ye  have  nott  the  love  off 
God  in  you.  1  am  come  in  my  fathers  name/  and  ye  receave 
me  not.  Yff  another  shall  come  in  hys  awne  name/  hym  wyll 
ye  receave.  howe  can  ye  beleve/  whych  receave  prayse  won  of 
another  /  and  seke  not  the  prayse  which  commeth  of  god  only  ? 

Suppose  nott/  that  I  wyll  accuse  you  to  my  father  /  There  is 
won  that  accuseth  you  /  verely  Moses  in  whom  ye  truste.  For 
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had  ye  belevcd  Moses/  ye  wolde  have  beleved  me :  For  he  wrote 
of  me.  But  when  ye  beieve  not  hys  writtynge :  howe  shall  ye 
belevc  my  wordes. 


Cfje  ty  Chapter. 

A  FTFR  that  went  Jesus  his  waye  over  the  see  of  galile  nye  to  a 
cite  called  Tiberias.  And  a  greate  multitude  folowcd  hym/  be 
cause  they  hadde  sene  the  myraclcs  that  he  did  on  them  which 
were  diseased.  Jesus  went  vp  into  a  mountayne/  and  there  he 
sate  with  his  disciples  (And  ester  a  feast  of  the  iewes/  was  nye) 
Then  Jesus  lifte  vppe  hys  eyes/  and  sawe  a  greate  company 
come  vnto  hym  /  and  saydc  vnto  Phillip :  whence  shall  we  bye 
breed  that  these  might  eate  :  This  he  sayde  to  prove  hym.  For 
he  hvm  svlfo  knewe  what  he  wolde  do. 

V  V 

Philip  answered  him/  two  hondred  peny  worthe  of  breed  are 
not  sufficient  for  them/  that  every  man  have  a  litell.  Then 
sayde  vnto  hym/  won  off  hys  disciples  (Andrew  Simon  Peters 
brother)  There  ys  a  iadde  here/  whych  hath  fyve  barly  loves/ 
and  two  fisslies :  butt  what  ys  that  amonge  so  many  ?  Jesus 
saydc  :  Make  the  people  to  sit  doune.  (There  waBmoche  grasse 
in  the  place)  And  the  men  sate  doune  /  in  nombre/  about  live 
thousande.  Jesus  toke  the  breed  /  and  gave  thankes/  aud  gave 
to  his  disciples/  and  his  disciples/  to  them  that  were  sett  doune. 
Aud  likwysc  of  the  fysshes/  as  moche  as  they  wolde. 

When  they  had  eten  ynought/  he  sayde  vnto  his  disciples: 
gadder  vppe  the  broken  meate  that  remayneth :  that  nothinge 
be  loost.  They  gaddered  it  togedder/  and  filled  twelve  basketes 
wyth  the  broken  meate  /  of  the  five  barly  loves/  which  broken 
meate  remay ned  vnto  them  that  had  eaten.  Then  those  men/ 
when  they  had  sene  le  myracle  that  Jesus  did/  saydc :  This  is 
off  a  Irueth  the  same  prophet  which  shall  come  into  the  worlde. 
Jesus  knew  wete  ynough/  that  they  wolde  come/  and  take  hym 
vppe/  to  make  hym  kynge :  and  therfore  departed  he  agayne/ 
into  a  mountayne/  hym  stlfe  a  lone. 

When  even  was  come  his  disciples  went  vnto  the  see/  and 
entred  into  a  shyppe.  And  went  over  the  see  vnto  capernaum. 
And  anon  it  was  darcke/  and  Jesus  was  not  come  to  them.  And 
the  sec  arose  with  a  greate  wynde.  when  they  had  rowed 
aboute  a  xxv.  or  a  xxx.  furlonges/  they  sawe  Jesus  walke  on 
tire  see/  and  to  drawe  nye  vnto  the  shyppe/  and  they  were 
afraved.  He  sayd  vnto  them :  Itt  is  1/  be  nott  a  frayde.  Then 
woltle  they  have  receaved  hym  into  the  shippe  /  and  the  shippe 
was  by  and  by  at  the  londe  whytlier  they  went. 
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The  daye  folowynge/  the  people  which  stode  on  the  other  syde 
of  the  see  /  sawe  that  there  was  none  other  ahyppe  there  save  that 
won  wher  in  his  disciples  were  entred/  and  that  Jesus  went  nott 
in  with  them  into  the  shippe:  butt  that  hys  disciples  were  gone 
awaye  alone  (There  cam  other  shippes  from  Tiberias  nye  vnto 
the  place  /  where  they  ate  breed  /  when  the  lorde  had  blessed) 
Then  when  the  people  sawe  that  Jesus  was  not  there  nether  hys 
disciples/  They  also  toke  shippynge  and  cam  to  Capernaum 
sekinge  for  Jesus. 

And  when  they  had  founde  hym  on  the  other  syde  of  the  see/ 
they  sayd  vnto  hym :  Master  when  earnest  thou  bidder  ?  Jesus 
answered  them  and  sayde :  verely  verely  I  save  vnto  you  :  ye 
seke  me/  nott  be  cause  ye  sawe  the  myracles  :  but  be  cause  ye 
ate  of  the  breed  /  and  were  filled.  Laboure  not  for  the  meate 


which  perissheth  /  but  for  the  meate  that  endureth  vnto  ever- 
lastynge  lyfe/  whiche  meate  the  sonne  of  man  shall  gevc  vnto 
you.  For  hym  hath  god  the  father  sealed. 

Then  sayde  they  vnto  hym  ;  what  shall  we  do  that  we  myght 
worke  the  workes  of  god?  Jesus  answered  and  sayd  vnto  them : 
This  is  the  worke  of  god  /  that  ye  beleve  on  him/  whom  he  hath 
sent.  They  sayde  vnto  hym  :  what  signe  shewest  thou  then  ? 
that  we  maye  se  and  beleve  the.  Whatdoest  thou  worke?  oure 
fathers  did  eate  manna  in  the  desert/  as  yt  ys  written  ;  Me  gave 
them  breed  from  heven  to  eate.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  :  verely 
verely  I  saye  vnto  you  :  Moses  gave  you  not  breed  from  heven*: 
but  my  father  geveth  you  the  true  breed  from  heven.  For  fie  is 
the  breed  of  God/  which  commeth  doune  from  heven  /  and  geveth 
lyfe  vnto  the  worlde. 

Then  sayde  they  vnto  hym  :  Master  ever  moore  geve  vs  this 
breed.  And  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  :  I  am  that  breed  of  lyfe. 
He  that  commeth  to  me/  shall  not  honger  :  and  he  that  beleveth 
on  me  shall  never  thurst.  Butt  I  saye  vnto  you  :  that  ye  have 
sene  me/  and  yett  beleve  ye  not.  All  that  my  father  geveth 
me/  commeth  to  me *.  and  hym  that  commeth  to  me/  cast  I  not 
out  at  the  dores.  For  I  cam  doune  from  heven;  nott  to  do 


myne  awne  will :  butt  bis  will  whiche  bathe  sent  me.  And  this 
is  my  fathers  will  which  hath  sent  me/  that  of  all  which  he  hath 
geven  me/  I  shulde  loose  noo  thynge  :  but  shulde  ray  se  it  vp 
agayne  at  the  last  daye.  And  this  is  the  wyll  off  hym  that  sent 
me/ That  every  man  whych  seith  the  sonne/  And  beleveth  on 
hym  /  have  everlastynge  lyfe.  And  I  wyll  raysc  hym  vp  att  the 
last  daye. 

The  iewes murmured  att  itt/  be  cause  he  sayde:  I  am  thatt 
breed  which  is  come  doune  from  heven.  And  they  savde  :  Is 
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nott  this  Jesus  the  sonne  of  Joseph/  whose  father  /  and  mother 
we  knowe?  Howe  ys  yt  then  thatt  he  sayeth/  I  cam  doune 
from  heven ?  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them:  Murmur 
not  betwene  youre  selves.  No  man  can  come  to  me  except  my 
father  which  hath  sent  me  /  drawe  hym.  And  y  will  rayse  hym  vp 
at  the  last  daye.  Hit  is  written  in  the  prophetes :  And  they  shall 
ail  be  taught  of  God.  Every  man  which  hath  herde/  and  learned 
of  the  father  /  commeth  vnto  me/  not  thateny  man  hath  sene  the 
hither/  save  he  which  is  off  God.  Hie  same  fiath  sene  the  father. 

Vcrcly  verely  I  saye  ynto  you/  he  that  beleveth  on  me  hath 
cverlastynge  lyfe.  I  am  that  breed  of  lyfe.  Youre  fathers  did 
cate  manna  in  the  wildemes/  and  are  deed.  This  is  that  breed 
which  commeth  from  heven/  that  he  wich  off  it  eateth/  shulde 
also  not  deye.  -  I  am  that  Hvynge  breed  which  cam  doune  from 
heven.  Yf  eny  man  eate  oi  this  breed/  he  shall  live  for  ever. 
And  the  breed  that  I  will  g eve  /  is  my  flesshe/  which  I  will  geve 
for  tlie  lyfe  of  the  worlde. 

The  iewes  strove  wnonge  them  selves  sayinge :  Howe  can  this 
felowe  geve  vs  his  flesshe  to  cat?  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them : 
Vcrcly  /  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  /  except  ye  eate  the  flesshe  off  the 
sonne  of  man  /  and  drynke  his  bloude/  ye  shall  not  have  lyfe  in 
you.  Whosoever  eateth  my  flesshe  /  and  drynketh  my  bloudde/ 
the  same  hath  etemall  lyfe :  And  1  will  rayse  hym  vp  at  the  last 
daye.  For  my  flesshe  is  meate  in  dede :  and  my  bloudde  is 
drynke  in  dede.  He  thatt  eateth  my  flesshe  and  drynketh  my 
bloudde/  dwelleth  iu  me  and  I  in  hym.  As  my  lyvynge  father 
hath  sent  me/  even  soo  lyve  I  by  my  father :  and  he  that  eateth 
me/  shall  live  by  me. '  This  is  the  breed  which  cam  from  heven  : 
N  ott  as  youre  fathers  have  eaten  manna  and  are  deed :  He  that 
eateth  of  tills  breed  /  shall  live  ever. 

These  thinges  sayd  he  in  the  siuagoge  as  he  taught  in  Caper¬ 
naum.  Many  of  his  disciples/  when  fhey  had  herde  this/  sayde : 
This  is  an  herde  sayinge.  Who  can  abyde  the  liearingc  of  it? 
Jesus  knew  in  hym  silfe/  that  his  disciples  murmured  at  hit/ 
and  sayde  vnto  them :  Doth  this  offende  you  ?  What  and  if  ye 
shall  se  the  sonne  off  man  ascende  vp  where  he  was  before  ?  It 
is  the  sprete  that  quyekeneth/  the  flesshe  profleteth  nothynge. 
The  wordes  that  I  speake  vnto  you  are  sprete  and  lyfe.  But 
there  are  some  off  you  that  beleve  not.  For  Jesus  knewe  from 
the  begynnynge/  which  they  were  that  beleved  not.  And  who 
shulde  betraye  hym.  And  he  sayde :  Thcrfore  sayd  I  ynto  you : 
that  no  man  can  come  vnto  me/  except  it  were  geven  vnto  hym 
of  in  v  father. 
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From  that  tyme  many  of  his  disciples  went  a  wayc  from  him/ 
and  companyed  no  moore  with  hym.  Then  sayde  Jesus  to  the 
twelve ;  will  ye  alsoo  goo  awaye  ?  Simon  Peter  answered  hym  : 
Master  to  whom  shall  we  goo  ?  Thou  haste  the  wordes  off  eternall 
lyfe  /  And  we  have  beleved /  and  knowen/  that  thou  arte  Cliriste 
the  sonne  of  the  lyvynge  God.  Jesus  answered  them :  Have  not 
1  chosen  you  twelve  ?  And  yett  one  off  you  is  the  devyll  ?  He 
spake  it  off  Judos  Iscariot  the  sonne  of  Simon.  For  he  ilt  was 
that  shulde  betr&ye  hym/  and  was  one  of  the  twelve. 

htj.  Chapter. 

A  FTER  that  Jesus  went  about  in  Galile/  and  wolde  not  goo 
about  in  iewry/  for  the  iewes  soughtt  to  kyll  hym.  The  iewes 
tabernacle  feast  was  at  honde.  His  brethren  therfore  sayde  vnto 
hym :  Gctt  thy  silfe  hence  and  goo  into  iewry  that  thy  disciples 
maye  sc  thy  workes  tliat  thou  doest.  There  is  no  man  tirat 
doeth  eny  thy nge  secretly  /  and  he  hym  silfe  seketh  to  be  knowen . 
Yf  thou  do  soche  thynges/  shewe  thy  silfe  to  the  worldc.  For 
as  yet  his  brethren  beleved  not  in  hym. 

Then  Jesus  sayd  vnto  them  :  My  tyme  is  not  yett  conic/  you  re 
tyme  is  all  waye  redy.  The  worlde  can  not  hate  you.  Me  it 
bateth ;  Because  I  testyfy  off  hitt/  thatt  the  workes  off  itt  are 
evyll.  Goo  ye  vppe  vnto  this  feast/  I  will  nott  goo  vppe  yett 
vnto  this  feaste/  For  my  tyme  is  nott  yett  full  come.  These 
wordes  he  sayde  vnto  them/  and  aboode  still  in  Galile.  As  sone 
as  his  brethren  were  goonc  vppe/  then  went  he  also  vppe  vulo 
the  feast/  nott  openly :  but  as  it  were  prcycly.  Then  sought 
hym  the  iewes  at  the  feast/  and  sayde:  where  is  he?  And 
moche  murmurynge  was  there  of  hym  amonge.  the  people. 
Some  sayde  He  is  goode.  Wother  sayde  naye/  but  he  deceaveth 
the  people.  No  man  spake  openly  of  hym/  for  fcare  of  the 
iewes. 

In  the  myddes  of  the  feast/  Jesus  went  vppe  into  the  temple/ 
and  taught.  And  the  iewes  marveylled  /  saiynge  :  Howe  know- 
eth  he  the  scriptures  ?  seynge  that  he  never  learned.  Jesus  an¬ 
swered  them/  and  sayde:  My  doctrine  is  nott  mync/  butt  hys 
thatt  sent  me.  Yff  eny  man  wyll  do  hys  will  /  he  shall  knowcof 
the  doctrine/  whether  it  be  of  god :  or  whether  I  spake  of  my 
silfe.  He  that  speaketh  of  him  silfe/  seketh  his  awne  praysc. 
Butt  whosoever  seketh  his  prayse  that  sent  him  he  ys  true  /  and 
no  vnrightewesnes  is  in  hym. 

Did  not  Moses  geve  you  a  lawe  ?  And  yet  none  off’  yon  kepeth 
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the  lawe  ?  Why  goo  ye  aboute  to  kill  me  ?  The  people  answered 
and  sayde :  Thou  hast  the  devyll.  Who  goeth  aboute  to  kill  the  ? 
Jesus  answered/  and  sayde  vnto  them/ 1  have  done  won  worke/ 
and  ye  all  marvayle.  Moses  therfore  gave  vnto  you  circum¬ 
cision/  not  because  it  is  of  Moses/  but  of  the  fathers.  And  yet 
ye  on  the  saboth  daye  circumcise  a  man.  Yf  a  man  on  the 
saboth  daye  receave  circumcision  with  out  breakynge  of  the  iawe 
oft'  Moses :  Disdayne  yc  at  me  /  because  I  made  a  man  every 
whit  whoale  on  the  saboth  daye?  Judge  not  after  the  vtter 
aperaunce :  but  iudge  rightewes  judgement. 

Then  sayd  sum  of  them  of  Jerusalem  :  Is  nott  this  he  whom 
they  went  aboute  to  kill  ?  beholde  he  speaketh  boldly  /  and  they 
saye  nothynge  to  him.  Do  not  on  re  ruelars  knowe  in  dede/  that 
this  is  very  Christ  ?  But  we  knowe  this  man  whence  he  is  /  but 
when  Christ  commeth/  no  man  shall  knowe  whence  he  is. 


Then  cryed  Jesus  in  the  temple  as  he  taught  sayinge :  And 
me  ve  knowe/  and  whence  I  am  ye  knowe:  and  I  am  uott  come 

V  * 

off  my  silfe/  Butt  lie  thatt  sent  me  is  true/  whom  ye  knowe  nott. 
I  knowe  hym ;  For  1  am  off  hym  /  and  he  hath  sent  me.  Then 
sought  the  iewes  to  take  hym ;  butt  no  man  layde  hondes  on 
hvm/  because,  hys  tyme  was  nott  yett  come.  Many  off  the  peo¬ 
ple  belevcd  on  hym  /  and  sayde :  When  Christ  commeth :  Will 
he  do  moo  mvracles  then  this  man  hathe  done  ? 

if 

The  pharises  herde  that  the  people  murmured  suche  thynges 
about  hym  :  and  the  phariscs  and  scribes  sent  ministers  fbrthe  to 
take  hym.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  them :  Yett  am  I  a  lyteli 
whyle  with  you  /  and  then  goo  I  vnto  hym  that  sent  me.  Ye 
shall  seke  me  /  and  shall  nott  fynde  me :  And  where  I  am/  thither 
can  ye  nott  come.  Then  sayde  the  iewes  betwene  them  selves : 
Whither  will  be  goo  ?  that  we  shall  nott  fynde  hym.  Will  he  goo 
umonge  the  gentyls/  which  are  scattered  alt  a  broade/  and 
teache  the  gentyls  ?  What  mancr  off  sayinge  ys  thys  that  he 
sayde :  ye  shall  seke  me/  and  shall  nott  fynde  me :  And  where 


I  am  thither  can  ye  nott  come. 

In  the  last  daye  /  that  grett  daye  off  the  feaste:  Jesus  stode 
and  cryed  sayinge :  Y f  eny  man  thyrst  /  lett  hym  come  vnto 
me  and  drynke.  Whosoever  beleveth  on  me/  as  sayeth  the 
scripture/  out  off  his  belly  shall  flowe  ryvers  off  water  off  lyfe. 
This  spake  he  off  the  sprete/  which  they  that  belered  on  hym 
shuide  receave.  For  the  holy  gost  was  not  yet  there/  be¬ 
cause  that  Jesus  was  nott  yett  glorified.  Many  off  the  people  / 
when  they  herde  this  sayinge  sayde:  This  is/  no  doute/  a 
prophet.  Wother  sayde :  This  is  Christ*  Some  sayde  :  shall 
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Christ  come  out  off  galile  ?  Sayeth  nott  the  scripture  that 
Christ  shall  come  off  the  seed  off  David  :  and  out  off  the  toune 
off  Bethleem  where  David  was?  So  was  there  dissencion  amonge 
the  people  for  hys  sake.  And  some  off  them  wolde  have  taken 
hym  :  butt  noo  man  layde  hondes  on  liym . 

Then  cam  the  ministers  to  the  hye  prestes  /  and  pharises. 
And  they  sayde  vnto  them :  "Why  have  ye  not  brought  hym  ? 
The  servauntes  answered:  never  man  spake  as  thys  man 
speukcth.  Then  answered  them  the  pharises:  Arc  yc  alsoo 
disceaved  ?  Doth  eny  of  the  ruelers  /  or  off  the  pharises  beleve 
on  hym  ?  butt  the  commen  people  whychc  knowe  not  the  lawe 
are  a  cursed,  Nicodemus  sayde  vnto  them  (He  that  cam  to 
Jesus  by  nyght  whyeh  was  one  off  them)  Doth  oure  lawe  iudge 
eny  man  t  before  it  be  henle  t  and  knowen  /  what  he  hath  done  ? 
They  answered  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  Arte  thou  alsoo  off  Galile  ? 
Searche  and  loke  /  for  out  of  Galile  aryseth  noo  prophet.  And 
every  man  went  vnto  hts  awne  houssc. 


Cf>e  buj.  Chapter. 

TESUS  went  vnto  the  Mounte  Olivete/  and  erlv  in  the  morn- 
**  ynge  cam  agayne  into  the  temple  /  and  all  the  people  cam 
vnto  hym.  And  he  sate  doune  /  and  taught  them.  The  scribes 
and  pharises  brought  vnto  hym  a  woman  taken  in  advoutry  / 
and  sett  her  in  the  raiddes  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  Master  thys 
woman  was  taken  in  advoutry  /  even  as  the  dedc  was  a  doyng. 
Moses  in  the  lawe  commaunded  vs  that  suche  shulde  be  stoned  ; 


What  sayst  thou  therfore? 
hym  :  that  they  myght  have/  wher  o 
stouped  doune  /  and  wytli  hys  fynger 

Jivni  / 


And  tlm  they  sayde  to  tempt 


to  accuse  hym.  Jesus 
wrote  on  the  grounde, 
And  whill  they  continued  axynge  hym  /  helyfte  hym  sylfe  vppe/ 
And  sayde  vnto  them  :  lett  hym  thatt  ys  a  monge  you  wyth  out 
synne  /  cast  the  fyrst  stone  at  her.  And  agayne  he  stouped 
doune  and  wrote  on  the  grounde.  As  sone  as  they  horde  that  / 
they  went  out  won  by  won  the  eldest  fyrst.  And  Jesus  was 
lefte  a  lone  /  and  the  woman  stondynge  in  the  myddes.  When 
JesuB  had  lifte  vppe  hym  sylfe  agayne  /  and  sawe  noo  man  butt  the 
woman  :  He  sayde  vnto  her :  Woman  /  where  are  those  thyne 
accusers  ?  Hath  no  man  condempned  the?  She  sayde :  Syr  no 
man.  Jesus  sayde :  Nether  do  1  condempne  the.  Goo  hence 
and  synne  no  moare. 

Then  spake  Jesus  agayne  vnto  them  /  sayinge :  1  am  the 
light  off  the  worlde :  He  that  foloweth  me  shall  not  walke  in 
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darcknes ;  buit  shall  have  the  light  oflyfe.  The  pharises  sayde 
vnto  hym :  thou  bearest  recorde  of  thy  sylfe  :  thy  recorde  ys  not 
true/  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  them:  And  yf  I  beare 
recorde  ofT  my  sylfe/  my  recorde  is  true  for  I  know  whence  1 
cam/  and  whither  I  goo.  Ye  cannot  tell  whence  I  come  /  and 
whither  I  goo.  Ye  iudge  after  the  flesshe.  I  judge  no  man/ 
and  yff  I  iudge/  theu  ys  my  iudgment  true.  For  I  am  not 
a  lone:  butt  I  and  my  father  that  sent  me.  ltt  ys  also  written 
in  votire  lave  /  that  the  testimony  of  two  men  ys  true/  I  am  won 
that  beare  witnes  off  my  sylfe  /  and  my  father  that  sent  me 
beareth  witnes  off  me.  Then  sayde  they  vnto  hym:  Where 
is  thy  father?  Jesus  answered:  ye  nether  knowe  me/  nor  yet 
my  father.  Yff  ye  had  knowen  me  /  yc  shulde  have  knowen  my 
father  alsoo.  •  These  wordes  spake  Jesus  in  the  tresury  /  as  he 
taught  in  the  temple.  And  no  man  layde  hondes  on  hym.  For 
hys  tyme  was  nott  yett  come. 

Then  sayde  Jesus  agayne  vnto  them ;  I  goo  my  wayc/  and  ye 
shall  seke  me/  and  shall  deye  in  youre  svnnes.  Whither  I  goo 
thither  can  ye  not  come.  Then  spake  the  iewes :  wyll  he  kyll 
him  sylfe/  be  cause  be  sayth :  whither  I  goo/  thither  can  ye  not 
come?  And  he  sayde  vnto  them;  ye  are  from  beneth/  I  am 
from  above.  Ye  are  of  this  worlde/  I  am  not  off  thys  worlde. 
I  sayde  therfore  vnto  you  /  that  ye  shall  deye  in  youre  synnes  / 
For  except  ye  beleve  that  I  am  he/  ye  shall  deye  in  youre 

synnes. 

Then  sayde.  they  vnto  hym  /  who  arte  thou?  And  Jesus  sayde 
vnto  them:  Even  the  very  same  thynge  that  I  saye  vnto  you. 
f  have  many  thy  ages  to  save  /  and  to  iudge  of  yon.  But.  he  that 
sent  me  is  true.  And  I  speake  in  the  worlde/  those  thynges 
whveh  I  have  herdc  of  hym.  They  vnderstode  not  that  he 
spake  of  liis  father. 

Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  them :  When  yc  have  lift  oppe  an  hye 
the  sonne  off  man  then  shall  ye  knowe  that  I  am  he/  and  thatt 
1  do  nothynge  off  my  silfe/  Butt  as  my  father  hath  taught  me/ 
even  soo  I  speake.  And  he  that  sent  me  ys  with  me.  My  father 
hath  nott  leftc  me  alone/  For  I  do  alwayes  those  thynges  that 
please  him.  As  he  spoke  these  wordes/  many  belevcd  on  hym. 

Then  sayde  Jesus  to  those  iewes  which  beleved  on  hym :  Yff 
ye  continue  in  my  sayinge/  then  are  ye  my  very  disciples:  and 
ve  shall  kuowe  the  trueth:  And  the  trueth  shall  make  you  free. 
They  answered  hyin:  We  are  Abrahams  seedc/  and  were  never 
bonde  to  eny  man :  why  sayest  thou  then :  Ye  shalbe  made  fre. 

Jesus  answered  them :  verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  /  that 
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whosoever  cominitteth  synne/  is  the  servaunt  of  synne.  Aud 
the  servaunt  abydeth  nott  in  the  honsse  for  ever :  butt  the  sotmc 
abydeth  ever,  if  the  sonne  therfore  shall  make  you  fre /  then  are 
yefre  indede.  1  knowe  that  ye  are  Abrahams  seed:  butt  yescke 
meanes  to  kyll  me  be  cause  my  sayinges  have  noo  place  in  you. 

I  speake  that  I  have  sene  wyth  my  father :  Aud  ye  do  that 
wliych  ye  have  seen  wyth  you  re  father. 

They  answered  and  sayde  vnto  hym:  Abraham  is  ourc  father. 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  them.  Yf  ye  were  Abrahams  children/  ye 
wolde  do  the  dedes  of  Abraham*  But  nowe  ye  goo  about  to  kill 
me  /  o  man  that  have  toldc  you  the  ttuthe  /  which  I  have  herde 
off  my  father.  This  did  not  Abraham.  Ye  do  the  dedes  of 
youre  father.  Then  sayde  they  vnto  hym;  we  were  nott  borne 
of  fomicacion.  We  have  won  father  that  is  god.  Jesus  savdc 
vnto  them :  Yf  god  were  youre  father  /  then  wolde  ye  have  loved 
me.  For  I  precede  forthe  and  come  from  god.  Nether  cam  1 
of  my  sytfe/  butt  he  sent  tne.  Whv  do  ye  nott  knowe  my 
speache?  Be  cause  yc  cannot  abyde  the  hearyngc  off  my 
woides. 

Ye  arc  of  youre  father  the  tievyUr  and  the  tastes  off  youre 
father  /  ye  wifi  folowe ;  He  was  a  murthcrer  from  the  begyn  - 
nynge/  And  aboode  nott  in  the  trueth  /  be  cause  there  ys  uoo 
trueth  in  hym.  When  hespeaketh  a  lye/  then  speaketh  he  off 
hya  awne.  For  he  ys  a  lyar/  and  the  father  therof.  And  be¬ 
cause  1  tell  you  the  trueth/  therfore  belcve  ye  nott  me. 

Which  of  you  can  rebuke  me  off'  synne  ?  If  1  saye  the  trueth  / 
why  do  not  ye  bclcvc  me  ?  He  that  is  of  Gcd  /  heareth  godties 
wordes.  Y  c  therfore  heare  them  not  /  be  cause  ye  arc  nott  of  God. 

Then  answered  the  iewes  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  Saye  we  nott 
well  that  thou  arte  a  Samaritan  and  hast  the  devyll  ?  Jesus  an¬ 
swered  :  1  have  not  the  deryll :  butt  1  honour  mv  father  /  and  ye 
have  dishonoured  me.  I  seke  nott  myne  awne  praysc :  There  is 
won  that  seketh  it  and  iudgeth. 

Verely  vereiy  I  saye  vnto  you  /  yf  a  man  kepc  my  sayinges/ 
he  shall  never  se  deeth.  Then  sadc  the  iewes  to  hym :  Nowo 
knowe  we  that  thou  hast  the  dcvyll.  Abraham  is  deed  /  and 
also  the  prophettes  /  and  yett  thou  sayest ;  Yf  a  man  kepc  my 
sayinge  he  shall  never  last  dccth.  Arte  thou  greater  then  oure 
father  Abraham?  which  is  deed?  and  the  prophettes  are  deed. 
Whome  makest  thou  thy  silfe? 

Jesus  answered :  Yf  1  praysc  my  Btlfe/  my  prayse  is  nothyuge 
worth.  Hit  is  my  lather  that  prayseth  me/  which  ye  saye  is 
youre  God.  And  yet  have  ye  not  knowen  hym ;  but  1  knowe 

166 


Zift  ©oitpeU  of  &.  ^oit.  Cf).  ijr. 

hym.  And  vf  1  shulde  saye  / 1  knowe  hym  nott  /  I  shulde  be  a 
Ivare  lyke  vnlo  you.  but  I  knowe  hym  /  and  kepe  is  savinge. 

Youre  father  Abraham  was  glad  to  se  my  daye  /  and  he  sawe 
it  and  reioysed.  Then  savde  the  iewes  vnto  hvm  :  Tliou  arte 

•  %>  id 

not  yet  .1.  ye  re  olde  /  and  hast  thou  sene  Abraham  ?  Jesus  sayd 
vnto  them :  Vereiy  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  :  yer  Abraham  was  I 
am.  Then  toke  they  vppe  stones/  to  caste,  at  hym.  but  Jesus 
hid  hym  silfe/  and  went  out  of  the  temple. 

Ctjf  ijr.  Chapter. 

A  ND  as  Jesus  passed  by  /  he  sawe  a  man  which  was  blynde 
from  his  birth  /  And  his  disciples  axed  hym  sayinge :  Master 
who  did  synne :  tills  man  /  or  his  father  and  mother  /  that  he  was 
borne  blynde  ?  Jesus  answered  ;  Nether  this  man  hathe  synned  / 
nor  vet  his  father  and  mother:  but  that  the  workes  of  God 

df 

shulde  be  shewed  on  hym  I  must  worke  the  workes  off  hym  that 
sent  me  /  whill  it  is  daye.  The  nyght  commcth  /  when  no  man 
can  workc.  As  longe  as  I  am  in  the  worldc  / 1  am  the.  light  of 
the  worlde. 

As  sone  as  he  had  thus  spoken  /  he  spate  on  the  grounde/  and 
made  clave  of  the  spetle'  and  rubbed  the  claye  on  the  eyes  off 
the  blynde/  and  sayde  vnto  hym :  Goo  wesshe  the  in  the  pole  of 
Siloe  (which  bey  in  terpretacion /  signifieth  sent)  He  went  his 
waye  and  wesshed/  and  cam  agayne  seiuge.  The  neighboures/ 
and  they  that  had  sene  hym  before  howe  that  he  was  a  begger 
sayde :  Is  not  this  he  that  sate  and  begged  ?  Some  savde :  this 
is  he.  other  saytl :  he  is  lyke  hym.  He  hym  silfe  sayde  :  I  am 
even  he.  They  sayde  vnto  hym  :  Howe  are  thyne  eyes  openned 
then  ?  He  answered  and  sayde :  The  man  that  is  called  Jesus/ 
made  claye/  and  anoynted  myne  eyes /  and  sayd  vnto  me :  Goo 
to  the  pole  Siloe/  and  wesshe.  1  went  and  wesshed  and  reeeaved 
my  sight.  They  sayde  vnto  hym:  where  is  he?  He  sayde: 
I  cannot  tell. 

Then  brought  they  to  the  pharises/  him  that  alitell  before  was 
blynde  (Hit  was  the  saboth  daye  when  Jesus  made  the  claye/ 
arid  opened  his  eyes)  Then  agayne  the  pharises  also  axed  hym 
howe  he  had  reeeaved  his  sight.  He  sayde  vnto  them  :  He  putt 
claye  apou  myne  eyes/  And  I  wasshed/  and  I  se.  Then  sayde 
some  of  the  pharises :  This  man  is  not  of  god/  be  cause  he  kep- 
eth  not  the  saboth  daye.  other  sayde :  howe  can  a  man  that  is  a 
synner  do  suche  myracles  ?  And  there  was  stryfeamonge  them. 
Then  spake  they  vnto  the  blynde  agayne :  What  sayst  thou  of 
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hym/  be  cause  he  hath  openned  thyne  eyes?  And  he  sayd:  He 
ys  a  prophet. 

The  iewes  did  nott  beleve  off  the  felowe/  howc  that  he  was 
blynde/  and  had  receaved  fays  sight:  vntill  they  had  called  the 
father  and  mother  off  him  that  had  receaved  his  sight.  And 
they  axed  them  saying:  Ys  this  youre  sonne/  whome  ye  sayc 
was  borne  blynde?  Howe  doth  he  nowe  se  then  ?  His  father 
and  mother  answered  them  and  sayde  :  we  wotc  wele  that  this  is 
oure  sonne/  and  that  he  was  borne  blynde:  Butt  by  what 
mcanes  he  nowc  seyth/  that  can  we  not  teller  who  hath  openned 
his  eyes  can  we  nott  tel).  He  is  olde  ynough/  axe  hym/  lett 
hym  answer  for  hym  sylfe/off  tliynges  thatpertavne  to  hym  silfe. 
Suche  wordes  spake  lus  father  /  and  mother  /  be  cause  they  feared 
the  iewes/  for  the  iewes  had  conspyred  allredy  that  yfT euy  man 
did  confesse  that  he  was  Christ/  he  shulde  be  cxcommunicat  out 
of  the  Sinagoge.  Therfore  sayde  his  father  and  mother :  he  is 
olde  ynough  /  axe  hym. 

Then  agayne  called  they  the  man  that  was  blynde  and  sayrl 
vnto  hym  :  Geve  God  the  prayse  /  we  knowe  thatt  thy 3  man  ys  a 
synner.  He  answered  and  sayde :  Whither  he  be  a  synner  or 
noo/  I  cannot  tell:  Won  thynge  I  am  sure  off/  that  I  was 
blynde/  and  nowe  I  se.  Then  sayde  they  to  him  agayne:  What 
did  he  to  the  ?  Howe  opened  he  thvne  eves  ?  He  answered 
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them/  I  tolde  you  yerwhyle/  And  ye  did  nott  heare.  Wherfore 
wolde  ye  heare  ytt  agayne ?  Wyll  ye  alsoo  be  hys  disciples? 
Then  rated  they  hym  /  and  sayde  :  Thou  arte  hys  disciple.  We 
are  Moses  disciples.  We  are  sure  tliat  God  spake  wyth  Moses. 
Thys  fclowe  w#  knowe  not  from  whence  he  ys. 

The  man  answered  /  and  sayde  vnto  them:  this  is  a  mervelous 
thynge  that  ye  wote  nere  whence  he  is  /  and  yet  hath  he  openned 
myne  eyes.  We  knowe  wele  ynought  that  God  heareth  noo 
syniieTs :  But  yf  eny  man  be  a  worshipper  of  God  :  and  do  what 
his  will  is  /  him  heareth  he.  Sence  the  worlde  began  was  it  nott 
herde  that  cny  man  openned  the  eyes  off  won  that  was  borne 
blind,  if  this  man  were  not  of  god/  he  coulde  have  done  noo 
thynge.  They  answered  and  sayd  vnto  him :  thou  arte  altoged- 
der  borne  in  synne  :  and  dost  thou  teuchc  vs  ?  And  they  cast 
hym  out. 

Jesus  herde  that  they  had  excommunicate  him  >  and  as  sone 
he  had  founde  hym  he  sayd  vnto  hym :  doest  thou  beleve  on  the 
sonne  of  God  ?  He  answered  and  sayde :  And  who  ys  vt  lorde  / 
that  I  myght  beleve  on  hym  ?  Ana  Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym  : 
Thou  hast  both  sene  hym  /  and  he  it  is  that  talketh  with  the. 
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And  he  sayde :  lorde  I  beleve.  And  worshipped  hym.  'Jeon 
sayde:  I  am  come  vnto  judgement  /  into  this  worlde  :  that  they 
which  se  nott  myght  se/  and  they  which  se  myght.  be  made 
blynde.  And  some  off  the  pharises  whych  were  wyth  hym/ 
herde  these  wordes/  and  sayde  vnto  hym:  Are  we  then  blynde? 
Jesus  sayde  vnto  them/  yf  ye  were  blynde/  ye  shulde  have  noo 
synne :  but  nowe  ye  saye  we  se  /  therfore  youre  synne  remay  neth. 

Cjjr  y.  Chapter. 

"If  KRELY  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  :  Whosoever  entreth  not  in 

*  by  the  dore  /  into  the  sliepe  folde/  but  clymeth  vppe  some 
other  wuyc :  he  is  a  thefe  and  a  robber.  He  thatt  goeth  in  by 
the  dore  /  is  the  shepheerde  of  the  shepe.  To  this  man  the  por¬ 
ter  openneth  the  dore  /  and  the  shepe  heare  hys  voyce/  And  he 
callcth  hys  awne  shepe  by  name/  and  leadeth  them  out/  and 
when  he  hath  sent  forthe  hys  awne  shepe/  he  goeth  before  them 
and  the  shepe  folowe  hym.  For  they  knowe  hys  voyce.  A 
strumi ger  they  will  nott  folowe/  butt  wyll  flye  from  hym.  For 
they  knowe  nott  the  voyce  of  straungers.  This  manner  of  say- 
inge  spake  Jesus  vnto  them.  And  they  vnderstode  nott/  what 
thy  tig  es  they  were/  whych  he  spake  vnto  them. 

Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  them  agay  tie :  Verely  verely  I  saye  vnto 
you :  thatt  I  am  the  dore  of  the  shepe.  All  even  as  many  as 
cam  before  me/  are  tbeves  and  robbers  :  but  the  shepe  did  not 
heare  them,  I  am  the  dore.  by  me/  yf  eny  man  enter  in/  he 
shalbc  safe/  and  shall  goo  in  and  out/  and  fynde  pasture.  The 
thefe  commeth  not  but  for  to  steale  and  kyli  /  and  destroye.  1 
cam  that  they  myght  have  lyfe/  and  have  yt  more  aboundantly. 

I  am  %  goode  shepheerd  /  a  goode  shepheerd  geveth  his  lyfe 
for  his  shepe.  An  heyred  servaunt  which  is  not  the  shepheerd  / 
nether  the  shepe  are  his  awne  /  seith  the  wolfe  commynge/  and 
leveth  the  shepe  /  and  flyeth/  and  the  wolfe  /  catchetb/  andscat- 
tereth  the  shepe.  The  heyred  servaunt  flyeth  be  cause  he  is  an 
heyred  servaunt/  and  careth  not  for  the  shepe.  I  am  that  goode 
shepheerde/  and  knowe  my  shepe/ and  am  knowen  of  myne.  As 
my  father  knoweth  me :  even  so  knowe  I  my  father.  And  I  geve 
mv  sylfe  for  my  shepe/  and  other  shepe  I  have/  which  are  not 
off  this  folde.  Them  also  must  I  bringe  /  and  they  shall  heare  my 
voyce.  And  there  shalbc  won  flocke  /  and  won  shepheerde. 

Therfore  doth  my  father  love  me /be  cause  1  put  my  lyfe  from 
me  /  that  I  myght  take  it  agayne.  No  man  taketli  it  from  me : 
butt  I  put  ytt  awaye  off  my  silfe.  I  have  power  to  put  it  from, 
tne  /  and  power  I  have  to  take  it  agayne.  Thys  commaundment 
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have  I  receaved  of  my  father.  Agaync  there  was  dissencion 
amonge  the  iewes  for  these  sayinges  /  and  many  of  them  sayd  : 
He  hath  the  devyll/  and  is  madde :  why  lieare  ye  hym  ?  other 
sayde  these  are  uott  the  wordes  off  hym  that  hath  the  devyll : 
Can  the  devyll  open  the  eyes  off  the  blytide  ? 

Hit  was  at  Jerusalem  the  feaste  of  the  dedicacion/  and  itt  was 
wynter ;  And  Jesus  walked  in  Solomons  hall.  Then  cam  the 
iewes  rounde  ahoute  hym  /  and  sayde  vnlo  hym:  Howe  longc 

*  V 

dost  thou  make  vs  doute?  Yff  thou  be  Cbrvst/  tell  vs  plavnlw 

«r  ■  *  « 

Jesus  answered  them.  1  toldc  vou  and  ye  beleve  nott :  The 

V  » 

workes  that  I  do  in  my  fathers  name/  bcare  witnes  off  me: 
butt  ye  beleve  not/  because  ye  are  not  of  my  shepe.  As  1 
sayde  vnto  you:  my  shepe/  heare  my  voycc /  and  1  knowe 
them/  and  they  folowc  me/  and  I  geve  vnto  them  eternall  lyfe. 
and  they  shall  never  perisshe/  nether  shall  enyman  plueke  them 
out  off  my  hondc.  My  father  wich  gave  them  me/  is  greattcr 
then  all  men  /  and  no  man  is  ’able  to  take  them  out  off  my  fathers 
honde/  and  1  and  my  father  are  one. 

Then  the  iewes  agaync  tokevppe  stones  /  to  stone  hym  with  all. 
Jesus  answered  them  :  many  goodc  workes  have  I  shewed  you 
from  my  father:  for  which  off  them  wyll  ye  stone  me?  The 
iewes  answered  hym  sayinge:  For  thy  gooue  workes  sake  we 
stone  the  not :  but  for  thy  blasphemy,  and  be  cause  that  thou 
beinge  a  man/  makest thy  silfe  God.  Jesus  answered  them  :  Is 
it  not  written  in  youre  lawc :  I  have  sayde  /  ye  are  goddes?  Yf 
he  called  them  goddes  vnto  whom  the  worde  of  God  was  spoken 
(and  the  scripture  can  nott  be  broken)  saye  ye  then  to  hym/ 
whom  the  father  hath  sanctified  /  and  scut  into  the  worlde :  Thou 
blasphemest  /  because  1  sayd  I  am  the  sonne  of  god?  Yf  l  do 
not  the  workes  off  my  father/  beleve  me  not.  Butt  though  ye 
beleve  not  me  /  yett  beleve  the  workes  /  that  ye  mayc  knowe  and 
beleve  that  the  father  is  in  me  /  and  1  in  hym. 

Agayne  they  went  aboute  to  take  hym/  but  he  escaped  out 
of  their  hondes/  and  went  awaye  agayne  beyonde  Jordan  /  into 
the  place  where  Jhon  before  had  baptised/  and  there  aboode. 
and  many  resorted  vnto  hym  /  and  sayd :  Jhon  did  no  miracle. 
Butt  all  thynges  that  Jhon  spake  of  this  man  arc  true.  And 
there  many  beloved  on  hym. 
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A  C  ERTA  Y  N  E  man  was  sicke  /  named  Lazarus  of  Be  than  ia  the 
toune  off  Mary  and  her  sister  Martha.  It  was  that  Mary 
which  annoynted  Jesus  with  oyntment/  and  wept  his  fete  with 
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her  heere/  whose  brother  Lazarus  was  sicke /  and  his  sister  sent 
vnto  hym  sayinge :  Lorde  beholde/  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sicke. 
When  Jesus  that  herde  he  sayd :  tills  infirraite  is  not  vnto  deth 
But  for  the  laude  of  god  /  that  the  sonne  off  god  my ght  be  praysed 
by  the  reason  of  it.  Jesus  loved  Martha  and  her  sister  /  and 
(.azarus.  After  he  herde  thatt  he  was  sicke/  then  aboode  he  two 
< laves  still  in  the  same  place  where  he  was. 

Then  after  that  sayd  he  to  his  disciples :  lett  vs  goo  into  iewry 
agayne.  His  disciples  sayde  vnto  hym:  Master/  the  iewes  lately 
sought  tneanes  to  stone  the:  and  wilt  thou  goo  thither  agayne  ? 
Jesus  answered :  are  there  nottwelve  houres  m  the  daye?  Yf  a 
man  walke  in  the  daye  he  storableth  not/  because  he  seith  the 
light  of  this  worlde.  yf  a  man  walke  in  the  nyg-ht  he  storableth/ 
be  cause  there  is  no  light  in  hym.  This  sayd  he.  And  after 
that  lie  sayde  vnto  them :  oure  frende  Lazarus  slepeth/  but  I  goo 
to  wake  hym  ontt  of  slepe.  Then  sayde  his  disciples:  Lorde 
iff  he  slepe:  then  shall  he  do  wele  ynough.  Jesus  spake  of  his 
deeth  :  huL  they  thought  that  he  had  spoken  of  tne  naturall 
slope.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  them  pl&ynly  /  Lazarus  is  deed  / 
and  1  am  gtaddc  for  youre  sakes  r  that  I  was  not  there  /  be  cause 
ye  maye  beleve,  Neverthelesse  let  vs  goo  vnto  hym.  Then 
sayde  Thomas  (which  is  called  Didimus)  vnto  the  disciples :  let 
vs  also  goo/  that  we  mayc  deye  with  hitn. 

Then  went  Jesus/  and  founde/  that  he  had  iyne  in  his  grave 
foure  daves  alredy.  Bethani  was  neye  vnto  Jerusalem  /  aboutc 
.xv.  furlonges  of/  And  many  of  the  iewes  cam  to  Martha  and 
Mary  /  to  conforte  them  over  their  brother.  Martha  as  sone  as 
she  herde  that  Jesus  was  commyngc  /  went  /  and  met  hym.  Mary 
sate  stille  at  home. 

Then  sayde  Martha  vnto  Jesus :  Lorde  yff  thou  haddest  bene 
her  /  my  brother  had  not  bene  deed  :  but  neverthelesse  /  I  knowe 
that  whatsoever  thou  axest  of  God  /  God  will  gevc  it  the.  Jesus 
sayde  vnto  her:  Thy  brother  shall  ryse  agayne.  Martha  sayde 
vnto  hym :  I  kuowe  well  /  he  shall  ryse  agayne  in  the  resurreccton 
aLt  the  last  daye.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  her :  I  am  the  resurreccion 
and  lyfc.  Whosoever  belevctli  on  me  :  ye.  though  he  were  deed/ 
yet  shall  he  lyve:  and  whosoever  livetli/  and  beleveth  on 
me  /  shall  never  deye.  Bclevest  thou  this  ?  She  sayde  vnto 
hym  /  vc  lorde :  I  beleve  thatt  thou  arte  Christ  the  sonne  off 
God  /  which  shall  come  in  to  the  worlde. 

And  as  sone  as  she  soo  had  sayde  she  went  her  wave  /  and 
called  her  sister  secretly  sayingc :  The  master  is  come  and  calieth 
for  the.  She  as  sone  as  she  herde  thatt  /  arose  quickly  /  and 
cam  vnto  hvm.  Jesus  was  not  vet  come  into  the  tonne :  but 

ft r  * 
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was  in  the  place  were  Martha  mett  hym.  The  iewes  then  which 
were  with  her  in  the  houase  /  and  comforted  her  (when  they  sa we 
Mary  that  she  rose  vppe  hastely/  and  went  out)  folowed  her  say  og: 
She  goeth  vnto  the  grave  /  to  wepe  there. 

Then  when  Mary  was  come  /  where  Jesus  was  and  sawe  hym 
she  fell  doune  at  his  fete  /  sayinge  vnto  hym :  Lorde  if  thou 
baddest  bene  here  /  my  brother  had  not  bene  deed.  When  Jesus 
sawe  her  wepe  /  and  the  iewes  also  wepe  /  whych  cam  with  her. 
He  groned  in  his  spret  /  and  vexed  hym  siife  and  sayde :  Where 
have  ye  layed  hym  ?  They  sayde  vnto  hym :  Lorde  come  atid 
se.  And  Jesus  wept.  Then  sayde  the  iewes :  Beholde  howe  he 
loved  hym.  Some  off  them  sayde :  Coulde  not  he  which  openned 
the  eyes  of  the  blynde/  have  made  also  /  that  this  man  shulde 
not  have  deyed?  Jesus  agayne  gronynge  in  hym  siife  cam  to 
the  grave/  it  was  a  cave  /  and  a  stone  layde  on  it. 

Jesus  sayd :  Take  ye  awaye  the  stone.  Martha  (the  sister  of 
hym  that  was  deed)  sayde  vnto  him :  Lorde  by  tliis  tyme  he 
stenketh.  For  he  had  bene  deed  foure  dayes.  Jesus  sayde  vnto 
her:  Sayde  I  not  vnto  the/  that  if  thou  diddest  beleve/  thou 
shuldest  se  the  glory  of  God.  Then  they  toke  awaye  the  stone 
from  the  place  where  the  deed  was  layde.  Jesus  lifte  vppe  his 
eyes  and  sayd:  Father  I  geve  the  thankes  he  cause  that  thou 
hast  herde  me/  1  knewe  wele  that  thou  hearest  me  alt  wayes : 
but  because  of  the  people  that  stonde  by  I  sayde  it  /  that  they 
myght  beleve  /  that  thou  hast  sent  me. 

And  when  he  thus  hed  spoken  /  he  crycd  with  a  loud  voyce  / 
Lazarus  come  forthe/  and  he  that  was  deed  cam  forth  bounde 
hand  and  fote  t  with  bondes  after  the  manner  as  they  were  wontc 
to  bynde  their  deed  with  all.  And  his  face  was  bounde  with  a 
napkyn.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them :  loose  hym  /  and-  lett  hym  goo. 
Then  many  of  the  Jewes  which  cam  to  mary/  and  hail  sene  the 
thy nges  which  Jesus  did  /  beleved  on  hym .  But  some  off  them 
went  their  wayes  to  the  phazises/  and  tolde  them  what  Jesus 
had  done. 

Then  gadered  the  hye  prestos  and  pharises  a  counsel!  and 
sayde :  what  do  we  ?  This  man  doeth  many  miracles.  Yf  wc 
lett  hym  scape  thus  all  men  will  beleve  on  hym.  And  the 
romaynes  shall  come  and  take  awaye  ourc  countre  and  people. 
And  won  of  them  named  Cayphas;  which  was  the  hyc  prest  that 
same  yeare/  sayde  vnto  them:  Ye  perceave  nothynge  attall  nor 
yett  consider  that  it  is  expedient  for  vs  /  that  won  man  deye  for 
the  people  /  and  not  that  all  the  people  perisahe.  This  spake 
he  nott  of  hym  siife :  butt  beynge  bye  preste  that  same  yeare/ 
prophesied  he  that  Jesus  shulde  deye  for  the  people  /  and  not  for 


172 


3Tf)t  «&otfpell  of  35$<m.  Cf>.  yi\. 

the  people  only :  but  what  he  shulde  gadder  to  gedder  in  won 
the  children  of  God  which  were  scattered  abroode.  From  that 
day  kept  they  a  counsel)  to  gedder  ior  to  put  hym  to  deeth. 

Jesus  therfore  walked  no  more  openly  amonge  the  iewes :  butt 
went  bis  waye  thence  vnto  a  countrc  ny  to  a  wildemes  into  a  cite 
called  effravin  i  and  there  haunted  with  his  disciples. 

The  iewes  ester  was  neye  att  hond  /  and  many  went  out  of  the 
countrc  vppe  to  Jerusalem  before  the  ester  to  purify  them  selves. 
Then  sought  they  for  Jesus,  and  spake  bitwene  diem  selves  as 
they  stode  in  the  temple :  What  thynke  ye  seynge  he  commeth 
not.  to  the  feast.  The  hye  prestes  and  pharises  had  geven  a  com- 
maundment  that  yf  eny  man  knew  where  he  were  /  lie  shulde 
shewe  it  that  they  myght  take  hym. 


Ci)t  pj.  Chapter. 


T^HEN  Jesus  before  sixe  dayesof  ester  /  cam  to  bethany  where 
Lazarus  (which  was  deed)  was/ whom  Jesus  laysed  from  deeth. 
There  they  made  him  a  supper/  and  Martha  served ;  butt  Lazarus 
was  won  of  them  that  sate  at  the  table  with  hym.  Then  toke 
Mary  a  poundc  off  oyntment  called  nardus/  perfecte  and  precious/ 
and  anoynted  Jesus  fete  /  and  wept  his  fete  with  her  heer/  and 
all  the  houssc  smelled  off  the  savre  off  the  oyntment.  Then 
sayde  won  of  his  disciples  named  Judas  iscariot/  Simons  sonne/ 
which  afterwarde  betrayed  hym :  why  was  not  this  oyntment 
Kolde  for  thre  bondrede  pence  /  and  geven  to  te  povret  This 
sayde  he/  not  that  he  cared  for  the  pover :  butt  be  cause  he  was 
a  thefe/  aud  kept  the  bagge/  and  bare  that  which  was  geven. 
Then  sayde  Jesus :  Lett  her  alone  /  agaynst  the  daye  off  my  bury- 
ingc  she  kept  it.  The  povre  all  wayes  shall  ye  have  with  you/ 
butt  me  shall  ye  uott  all  wayes  have.  • 

Moclie  people  off  the  iewes  had  knowledge  that  he  was  there. 
And  they  cam  nott  for  Jesus  sake  only  /  butt  that  they  myght 
se  Lazarus  also  whom  he  raysed  from  deeth.  The  hye  prestes 
held  a  counsell  that  they  myght  put  Lazarus  to  deeth  also  /  be 
cause  that  for  his  sake  many  of  the  iewes  went  awaye  /  and 
beleved  on  Jesus. 

On  the  morowe  moche  people  which  cam  to  the  feast  (when 
they  herdc  that  Jesus  shulde  come  to  Jerusalem)  toke  braunches 
off  palme  trees  and  went  and  mett  hym/  and  cryed  Hosianna/ 
blessed  is  he  that  in  the  name  of  the  lorde  commeth/  kynge  of 
israhell.  Jesus  golt  a  yonge  asse  and  sate  theron/  acordynge 
to  that  wich  was  written  :  ieare  nott  doughter  of  Sion  :  beholde 
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thy  kyngc  commeth  sittynge  on  an  asses  coolte.  These  thynges 
vnderstode  not  his  disciples  at  the  fyrst :  but  when  Jesus  was 
gloryfied/  then  remembryd  they  that  soche  thynges  were  written 
of  hym/  and  that  soche  thynges  they  had  done  vnto  liym. 

The  people  that  was  with  hym/  when  he  called  Lazarus  out  off 
his  grave/  and  raysed  hym  from  deeth/  bare  recordc.  Therfore 
met  hym  the  peple/  be  cause  they  herde  that  he  had  done  soche 
a  myracle.  The  pharises  therfore  sayde  amonge  them  selves  : 
Ye  se  that  we  prevayleno  thynge:  loo  all  the  worlde  goth  after 
hym. 

There  were  certayne  grekes  amonge  them  /  which  cam  to  praye 
at  the  feast/  the  same  cam  to  Philip  which  was  of  Bethsayda  a 
cite  in  galile/  and  desired  hym  sayinge :  Syr  we  wolde  fayne  se 
Jesus.  Philip  cam  and  tolde  Andrew,  and  agayne  Andrew 
and  Philip  loldc  Jesus.  And  Jesus  answered  them  sayinge:  the 
houre  is  come  that  the  sonne  of  man  must  be  glorified. 

Verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you/  except  the  wheate  corne  fall 
into  the  grounde  and  deye/  it  bydeth  alone,  yf  it  deye/it 
brengeth  forth  moche  frute.  -He  that  Iovethhis  life  shall  destroye 
it:  And  he  that  hateth  his  lyfe  in  this  worlde'  shall  kepe  it 
vnto  lyfe  eternall.  Yf  eny  man  mynister  vnto  me/  lett  hym 
folowe  me/  and  where  1  am  there  shall  also  my  minister  be.  And 
if  eny  man  minister  vnto  me/  hym  will  my  father  honoure- 

Nowe  is  my  soule  troubled  /  and  what  shall  1  saye  ?  Father 
delyvre  me  from  this  houre :  but  therfore  cam  I  vnto  tins  houre. 
Father  glorify  thy  name.  Then  cam  there  a  voyce  from  heven  / 
1  have  glorified  it  /  and  will  glorify  it  agayne.  Then  sayde  the 
people  that  stode  by  and  herde  /  it  thounareth.  O  ther  sayde : 
an  angell  spake  to  nym.  Jesus  answeredand  sayde :  this  voyce 
cam  nott  be  cause  of  me :  but  for  youre  sakes. 

Nowe  is  the  iudgement  of  this  worlde.  nowe  shall  the  pry  nee 
off  this  worlde  be  cast  out  a  dores.  And  I  (yf  T  were  lifte  vppe 
from  the  erthe)  will  drawe  all  men  vnto  me.  This  sayde  Jesus 
signilyinge  what  deeth  he  shulde  deye.  The  people  answered 
hym :  We  have  herde  of  the  lawe  that  Christ  bydeth  ever :  and 
lio we  sayest  thou  then  that  the  sonne  of  man  must  be  lifte  vppe? 
who  is  that  sonne  of  man  ?  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  :  yet  a  lytell 
whyle  is  the  light  with  you :  walke  whill  ye  have  light/  lest  the 
darcknes  come  on  you.  He  that  walketh  in  the  darker  wotteth 
not  whither  he  goeth.  Whyll  ye  have  light/  beleve  on  the  light 
that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  light. 

These  thynges  spake  Jesus  and  departed/  and  hid  hym  silfe 
from  them.  And  though  he  hade  done  soo  many  myracles  before 
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them/  yet  beloved  not  they  on  hym  /  that  the  sayinge  of  Esayas 
the  prophet  myght  be  fulfilled  /  that  he  spake.  Lorde  who  shall 
belcve  oure  sayinge?  And  to  whom  ys  the  arme  off  the  lorde 
declared  ?  Therfore  coulde  they  not  bclcve/  be  cause  that 
Esaias  sayth  agayne  :  He  hath  blinded  their  eyes/  and  hardened 
their  hertes/  that  they  shuld  not  sc  with  their  eyes/  and  vnder- 
stonde  with  their  hertes/  and  shulde  be  converted  and  I  shulde 
heale  them.  Soehe  thynges  sayde  Esaias  when  he  sawe  hys 
glory  /  and  spake  of  him.  Neverthelesse  amonge  the  chefe  rulers 
many  beleved  on  hvm/  but  be  cause  of  the  ph arises  they 
wolde  not  be  knowen  off  it  /  lest  they  shulde  be  excommunicate. 
Kor  they  loved  the  prayse  that  is  geven  off  men  /  more  then  the 
pravse  /  that  commeth  of  god. 

J  esus  cry ed  and  sayd :  he  that  beieveth  on  me  beleveth  nott 
on  me/  butt  on  hym  that  sent  me.  And  he  that  seeth  me / 
secth  hym  that  sent  me.  1  am  come  a  light  into  the  worlde 
that  whosoever  beleveth  on  me  shulde  nott  byde  in  darcknes/ 
and  vf  eny  man  heare  my  wordes  and  beleve  nott/  I  iudge  hym 
not..  For  I  cam  not  to  iudge  the  worlde :  but  to  save  the 
worlde.  He  that  putteth  me  awaye/and  receaveth  nott  my 
wordes  /  hathe  won  that  iudgeth  hym.  The  wordes  that  1  have 
spoken  shall  iudge  hym  in  the  last  daye.  For  I  have  not 
spoken  off  my  silfe :  but  my  father  which  sent  me  gave  me  a 
commaundment  what  I  shulde  saye/  and  wliat  I  shulde  speake. 
And  I  knowe  wclc  that  his  commaundment  ys  lyfe  everlastynge. 
W  hatsoever  1  speake  therfore  /  even  as  my  father  bade  me  /  so  I 
speake. 


Cf)t  vtlj.  Chapter. 

T>EFORE  the  feast  off  ester  when  Jesus  knewe  that  hys  houre 
was  come./  thatt  he  shulde  departc  out  of  this  worlde  vnto 
the  father.  When  lie  loved  his  which  were  in  the  worlde  /  vnto 
the  ende  he  loved  them.  And  when  supper  was  ended/  after 
that  the  devvli  had  put  in  the  hert  off  Judas  iscariot  Simons 
son  no  /  to  be  traye  him.  Jesus  knowynge  that  the  father  had 
geven  him  all  thinges  into  his  hondes.  And  that  he  was  come 
from  God/  and  went  to  God  /  he  rose  from  supper  /  and  layde  a 
syde  hys  vpper  garmentes/  and  toke  a  towell  /  and  gyrd  hym 
silfe.  After  that  poured  he  water  into  a  basyn  /  and  began  to 
washe  hys  disciples  fete/  and  to  wyppe  them  with  the  towell/ 
where  with  he  was  gyrde. 

Then  cam  he  to  Simon  Peter.  And  Peter  sayde  to  him : 
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Lorde  shalt  thou  wesshe  my  fete?  Jesus  answered  and  sayde 
vnto  hym :  what  I  do  thou  wottest  nott  nowe  /  thou  shalt  knowe 
here  after.  Peter  sayd  vnto  hym:  Thou  shalt  nott  wesslte  my 
fete  whiii  the  worlde  stondeth.  Jesus  answered  him:  yff  I 
washe  not  thy  fete/  thou  shalt  have  no  part  with  me.  Simon 
Peter  sayde  vnto  hym :  lorde  nott  my  fete  only  /  butt  also  my 
hondes  and  my  heed.  Jesus  sayde  to  hym :  he  that  is  wesshed  / 
nedeth  not  but  to  wesshe  his  fete/  but  is  clene  every  whit/  And 
ye  are  clene :  butt  nott  all.  For  he  knewe  his  betrayer.  Ther- 
fore  sayde  he :  ye  are  not  all  clene. 

After  he  had  wesshed  their  fete/  and  receaved  his  clothes/ 
and  was  sett  doune  agayne/  he  sayde  vnto  them  :  wot  ye  what  1 
have  done  to  you  ?  ye  call  me  master  and  lorde  /  and  ye  saye 
well/  for  soo  am  I.  Yf  I  then  youre  lorde  and  master  have 
wesshen  youre  fete  /  ye  alsoo  ought  to  wesshe  one  anothers  fete. 
For  I  have  geven  you  an  ensampie/  that  ye  shulde  do  as  I  have 
done  to  you.  Verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  /  the  servaunt  is 
not  gretter  then  hys  master.  Nether  the  messenger  gretter  then 
he  that  sent  hym. 

Yf  ye  vnderstonde  these  thynges/  happy  are  ye  yf  ye  do  them. 
1  speake  not  off  you  all/  I  knowe  whom  I  have  chosen.  But 
that  the  scripture  be  fulfilled :  he  that  eateth  breed  with  me/ 
Hath  lifite  vppe  his  hele  agamste  me.  Nowe  tell  I  you  before  it 
come:  that  when  yt  is  come  to  passe/  ye  myght  beleve  that  1 
am  he.  Verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you:  He  that  reeeaveth 
whomsoever  I  sende  /  reeeaveth  me.  And  he  that  reeeaveth  me  < 
reeeaveth  hym  that  sent  me. 

When  Jesus  had  thus  sayde/  he  was  troubled  in  his  spretc/ 
and  testified  sayinge:  verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  /  that  won  off 
you  shall  betraye  me.  Then  the  disciples  loked  won  on  another 
doutinge  of  whom  he  spake.  There  was  one  of  his  disciples 
which  leaned  on  Jesus  besome/  whom  Jesus  loved.  To  hym 
beckened  Simon  Peter  that  he  shulde  axe  who  it  was  off  whomc 
he  spake.  He  then  as  he  leaned  on  Jesus  brest  sayde  vnto  hym : 
Lome  who  ys  it?  Jesus  answered/  he  yt  ys  to  whom  I  geve  a 
soppe/  when  I  have  dept  hit.  And  he  wet  a  soppe/  and  gave 
ytt  to  Judas  iscarioth  Simons  Bonne.  And  after  the  soppe  Satan 
entred  into  hym. 

Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  hym :  thatt  thou  dost  do  quyely . 
That  wist  noo  man  at  the  table/  tor  what  intent  lie  spake  vnto 
hym.  Some  off  them  thought/  be  cause  Judas  had  the  bagge  / 
thatt  Jesus  had  sayd  vnto  hym/  by  those  thynges  that  we  have 
nede  of  against  the  feast:  or  that  he  shulde  geve  somethynge 

176 


Cl )t  ©o^pell  of  $.  jjtyon.  Ci>  yiuj. 

to  tlie  povre.  As  sone  tlien  as  he  had  receaved  the  soppe/  ho 
went  immedintly  out.  And  it  was  nyght.  When  he  was  gone 
cut/  Jesus  saydo :  nowe  is  the  sone  of  man  glorified.  And  God 
is  glorified  by  hym.  Yf  God  be  glorified  by  him/  God  shall 
also  glorify  him  /  in  him  sylfe :  andshall  strayglit  wave  glorify  hym. 

Desire  children  /  yet  a  lytell  whyle  am  1  with  you.  Ye  shall 
seke  me/  and  as  1  sayde  vnto  the  iewes  whither  I  goo/  thither 
can  ye  nott  come.  Alsoo  to  yon  saye  I  nowe.  A  newo  coni- 
inaundment  geve  I  vnto  you  r  that  ye  love  to  gedder/  as  T  have 
loved  you  /  that  even  soo  ye  love  one  another.  By  thys  shall 
men  knowe  that  yo  are  my  disciples/  yf  ye  shall  have  love  won 
to  another.  Simon  Peter  sayd  vnto  hym  :  lorde  whither  goest. 
thou  ?  Jesus  answered  hym :  whither  I  goo  thou  canst  not 
folowe  me  nowe/  thou  slialt  folowe  me  afterwardes.  Peter  sayd 
vnto  hym  lorde  why  cannot  1  folowe  the  nowe  ?  I  will  geve  my 
1  y to  for  thy  sake.  Jesus  answered  hym :  Wilt  thou  geve  thy 
1  y  lb  for  my  sake  ?  Verely  vcrcly  I  saye  vnto  the  /  the  cocke  shall 
nott  crowe/  till  thou  have  deuyed  me  thryse. 

€3)e  yut).  Cfjaptrr. 

\  ND  lie  sayde  vnto  hys  disciples:  Lett  nott  yourc  hertes  be 
trubled/  beleve  in  God/  and  beleve  in  me.  In  my  fathers 
housse  are  many  mansions.  If  it  were  not  soo /  I  wolde  have 
tolde  you.  1  goo  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  I  will  come 
agayne/  and  receve  you  even  vnto  myselfo/  that  where  lam/ 
litcare  mayc  ye  be  also.  And  whither  1  goo  ye  knowe/  and  the 
wave  ve  known. 

Thomas  sayde  vnto  him  ;  Lorde  we  knowe  not  whyther  thou 
goest.  Also  liowe  is  tt.  possible  for  vs  to  knowe  the  wave  ?  Jesus 
sayde  vnio  hym  I  am  the  waye/  verite/  and  lyfc.  No  man  com- 
meth  vnto  the  father  /  but  by  me.  Yf  ye  had  knowen  me  ye  had 
knowen  my  father  alsoo.  And  nowe  ye  knowe  hym.  And  ye 
have  sene  hvm. 

Pliillip  said  vnto  him:  lorde  shew  vs  thy  father  and  it  snffisetlt 
vs  Jesus  sayde  vnto  hym  ;  have  I  bene  so  longe  time  with  you : 
and  yet  hast  thou  not  knowen  me  ?  Philip/  he  that  hath  sene 
me  r  hath  sene  the  father.  And  howe  sayest  thou  then :  ahewe 
vs  the  father?  Bclevest  thou  nott  that  I  am  in  the  father/  and 
the  father  in  me  ?  The  wordes  that  I  speake  vnto  you/  1  speake 
not  of  mv  silfe  :  but  the  father  dwellinge  in  me  is  he  that  doeth 
the  work'es.  Beleve  that  1  am  in  the  father  /  and  the  father  in 
Att  the  leest  beleve  me  for  the  very  workes  sake. 

K 
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Verely  verely  I  saye  vnto  you  whosoever  beleevcth  on  me/  the 
workes  that  I  doo  ;  the  same  shall  he  do  /  and  gretter  workes 
then  these  shall  he  do;  be  cause  I  go  vnto  my  father.  And 
whatsoever  ye  axe  in  my  name;  that  will  I  do ;  that  the  father 
might  be  glorified  by  the  sonne.  Yf  ye  shal  axe  eny  thynge  in 
my  name  I  will  do  it. 

Yf  ye  love  me  kepe  my  commaundmentes ;  and  I  will  prave 
iny  father;  and  he  shall  geve  you  a  nother  comforter;  that  he 
maye  byde  with  you  ever;  which  is  the  sprete  of  truthe  wlioinc 
the  worlde  cannot  receave;  be  cause  the  worlde  seyth  him  not ; 
nether  knoweth  hym.  Butt  ye  knowe  him  /  For  he  dwelleth 
with  you;  and  shalbe  in  you.  1  will  nott  leave  you  comfortiesse : 

I  will  come  vnto  you. 

Hit  is  yet  a  litell  whyle  and  the  worlde  seyth  me  noo  moarc : 
but  yc  shall  se  me.  For  I  live;  and  ye  shall  live.  That  daye 
shall  ye  knowe  that  I  am  in  my  lather;  and  my  father  in  me; 
and  I  in  you. 

He  that  hath  my  commaundmentes  and  kepeth  them  /  the 
same  is  he  that  loveth  me;  and  he  that  loveth  me  shalbe  loved 
of  my  father;  and  I  will  love  him ;  and  will  showe  myne  awne 
silfe  vnto  him.  Judas  sayd  vnto  him  (not  Judas  iscarioth)  lorde 
what  is  the  cause  that  thou  wilt  shewe  thy  silfe  vnto  vs;  and  not 
vnto  the  worlde  ?  Jesus  answered  and  sayde  vnto  hyra :  yf  a 
man  love  me  and  wyll  kepe  my  sayinges;  my  father  also  will 
love  him;  and  we  wofi  come  vnto  hym ;  and  wyll  dwell  wytli 
hym.  He  that  loveth  roe  not;  kepeth  nott  my  sayinges.  And 
the  wordes  which  ye  heare  are  nott  myne ;  but  my  lathers ;  which 
sent  me. 

This  have  I  spoken  vnto  you  beynge  yett  present  with  you. 
But  that  comforter  which  ys  the  holy  gost  (whom  my  father  will 
sende  in  my  name)  shall  teache  you  all  thynges ;  and  brynge 
all  thynges  to  youre  remembraunce ;  whatsoever  I  have  tolae 
you. 

Peace  I  leve  with  you  ;  my  peace  I  geve  vnto  you.  N  ott  as 
the  worlde  geveth ;  geve  I  vnto  you.  Lett  not  youre  hertes  be 
greved  ;  nether  feare  ye.  Y e  have  herde  howe  I  saide  vnto  you : 
I  goo  and  come  agayne  vnto  you.  Yf  ye  loved  me;  ye  wolde 
verely  reioyce ;  be  cause  I  sayde ;  I  goo  vnto  the  father.  For 
the  father  is  gretter  then  I ;  And  no  we  have  1  shewed  you  t 
before  it  come;  that  when  it  is  come  to  passe;  ye  inyght. 
beleve. 

Here  after  will  I  not  talke  many  wordes  vnto  you.  For  the 
chefe  ruelar  off  thys  worlde  commeth ;  and  hath  nought  in  tne. 
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But  that  the  wor]de  maye  knowe  that  I  love  my  father/  And  as 
my  father  gave  me  commaundment  /  even  soo  do  I.  Ryse  lett  vs 
goo  hence. 


€$*  jrb.  Cijsptrt. 


T  AM  the  true  vyne  /  and  my  father  ys  an  husbande  man.  Every 
braunche  that  beareth  nott  frute  in  me  /  He  will  take  awaye. 
And  every  braunce  that  beareth  frute  will  he  pourge  that  it  maye 
bringe  moare  frute.  Nowe  are  ye  cleane/  be  tlie  meanes  of  the 
wordes  which  I  have  spoken  vnto  you.  Byde  in  me/  and  I  in 
you.  As  the  braunche  cannot  beare  frute  off  it  sylfe/  cxcepte  it 
byde  in  the  vyne  :  no  more  can  ye  excepte  ye  abyde  in  me. 

1  am  the  vyne  /  and  ye  are  the  braunches.  He  that  abydeth 
in  me  /  and  I  in  hym  /  the  same  bryngeth  forth  moche  frute. 
For  without  me  can  ye  do  nothynge.  Yff  a  man  byde  nott  in 
me  /  he  ys  cast  forthe  as  a  braunche  /  and  is  widdred  :  and  men 
gadder  them  /  and  cast  them  into  the  fyre  /  and  they  burne.  Yff 
ye  byde  in  me  /  and  my  wordes  also  bide  in  you  :  axe  what  ye 
will  t  and  it  shalbe  geven  you.  Heare  in  is  my  father  glorified  / 
that  ye  beare  moche  frute/  and  be  made  my  disciples. 

As  my  father  hath  loved  me/  even  soo  have  1  loved  you.  Con¬ 
tinue  in  my  love.  Yf  ye  shall  kepe  ray  commaundmentes/  ye  shall 
byde  in  my  love  /  even  as  I  have  kept  my  fathers  commaund¬ 
mentes/  and  byde  in  his  love.  These  thinges  have  I  spoken  vnto 
you/  that  my  ioye  myght  remayne  in  you/  and  that  youre  ioye 
m  yght  be  full.  Thys  ys  my  eommaundment  /  that  ye  love  togedder 
as  1  have  loved  you.  Grettcr  love  then  this  hath  no  man  /  then 
that  a  man  bestowe  his  lyfe  for  his  frendes.  Ye  are  my  frendes/ 
yf  yc  do  whatsoever  I  commaunde  you.  Hence  fortli  call  I  you 
nott  servauntes :  For  the  servaunt  knoweth  nott  what  hys  lorde 
doeth.  Butt  you  have  I  called  frendes:  For  all  thynges  that 
I  have  herde  of  my  father  / 1  have  openned  to  you. 

Ye  have  not  chosen  me  /  but  I  have  chosen  yon  and  ordeyned 
you  that  ye  goo/  and  bringe  forthe  frute/  and  that  youre  frute 
remayne/  that  whatsoever  ye  shall  axe  off  my  father  in  my  name 
he  shuldc  geve  it  you. 

This  commaunde  I  you  /  that  ye  love  to  gedder.  Yf  the  worlde 
hate  you/  ve  knowe  that  he  hated  me  before  he  hated  you.  Yf 
ye  were  of  the  worlde  /  the  worlde  wolde  love  his  awne.  Be 
cause  ye  are  not  of  the  worlde/  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the 
worlde  /  therfore  hatethyou  the  worlde.  Remember  my  sayinge/ 
that  I  sayde  vnto  yon:  the  servaunte  is  not  gretter  then  his  lorde. 
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yf they  have  persecuted  me/  so  will  they  persecute  you  Y AT  they 
have  kept  my  sayinge  /  so  will  they  kepe  yourcs. 

But  all  these  thynges  will  they  do  vnto  you  for  my  names 
sake  /  he  cause  they  have  uott  kuowett  hym  that  sent  me.  Yf  I 
had  not  come  and  spoken  vnto  them/  they  shulde  have  no 
svnne :  butt  nowe  have  they  not.hynge  to  cloke  theyr  synne 
with  all.  He  that  hateth  me  /  hateth  my  father.  Iff'  I  had  not l 
done  workes  amonge  them  which  none  other  man  did/  they 
shulde  be  with  oute  synne.  But  nowe  have  they  sene/  and  yet 
have  hated  bothe  me  and  my  father ;  Even  thatt  the  sayinge 
myght  be  fulfilled  that  is  written  in  theyre  lawe.  They  hated  me 
wi'thoutta  cause.  Butt  when  the  comforter  is  come/  whom  1 
will  sende  vnto  you  from  the  father/  wich  is  the  sprete  of  verite  / 
which  proceadeth  off  the  father  /  he  shall  testifie  off'  me.  And 
ye  shall  beare  witnes  also/  because  ye  have  bene  with  me  from 
the  begynnynge. 


Cl ybj.  Chapter. 

ri^HESE  thynges  have  1  sayde  vnto  you  be  cause,  ye  shulde 
-®-  nott  be  hurte  in  youre  fayth.  They  shall  excomunicat  you  / 
ye  the  tyme  shall  come  /  thatt  whosoever  killeth  you  /  will  thy  like 
that  he  doth  God  true  service.  And  suche  thynges  will  thev  do 

V  ™  ^ 

vnto  you  /  be  cause  they  have  not  knoweu  the  father  nether  yet 
me.  These  thynges  have  I  tolde  you/  that  when  that  hotire  is 
come/  ye  shulde  remember  them/  that  I  toldc  you  so.  These 
thynges  sayde  I  not  vnto  you  at  the  begynnynge/  be  cause  I  was 
present  with  you. 

Butt  nowe  goo  I  my  waye  to  hym  thatt  sent  me/  and  none  of 
you  axeth  me  :  whither  goest  thou?  but  be  cause- 1  have  sayde 
suche  thynges  vnto  you  /  youre  herbes  are  full  offsorowe,  Never- 
thelesse  I  tell  you  the  trueth  it  is  expedient  for  you  that  1  goo 
a  waye.  For  yf  I  goo  nott  awayc/  that  comforter  will  nott  come 
vnto  you.  Yft  I  de  parte  I  will  sende  hym  vnto  you.  And  when 
he  is  come  /  he  will  rebuke  the  worldeoff  synne  /  and  of  rigbtwes- 
nes  /  and  of  iudgement.  Of  synne  /  because  they  beleve  not  on 
me:  Of  rightwesnes/  be  cause  I  goo  to  my  father/  and  ye 
shall  se  me  no  moare:  And  of  judgement/  be  cause  the  chcfo 
rueler  of  this  worlde/  is  iudged  alredy. 

I  have  yet  many  thynges  to  saye  vnto  you  :  but  ye  cannot, 
beare  them  awaye  nowe.  When  he  is  wons  come  (I  meane  the 
sprete  of  verite)  he  will  leade  you  into  all  trueth.  He  shall  nott. 
speake  of  hym  silfe:  but  whatsoever  he  shall  heare  /  that  shall 
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he  speakc/  and  he  "will  shcwe  you  thynges  to  come.  He  shall 
glorify  me/  for  lie  shall  receave  of  myne/  and  shall  shewe  vnto 
you.  AH  thynges  that  my  father  hath  ar  myne.  Therfore  sayd 
I  vnto  you  that  he  shal  take  of  mine  and  slicwe  vnto  you. 

After  awbyle  ye  shall  not  se  me  /  and  agayne  after  a  whyle  ye 
shall  se  me :  For  I  goo  to  my  father.  Then  sayd  some  of  his 
disciples  bitwene  them  selves :  what  is  this  that  he  sayth  vnto 
v$  t  after  a  whyle  ye  shall  not  se  me  /  and  agayne  after  a  whyle 
ve  shall  se  me :  and  that  l  goo  to  my  father.  They  sayde  ther¬ 
fore:  what  is  this  that  he  sayth  after  a  while?  we  cannot  tell 
what  he  saith.  Jesus  pcrceaved/  that  they  wolde  axe  hym  /  and 
sayde  vnto  them  :  This  is  it  that  ye  enquyre  of  bitwene  youre 
selves/ that  I  savd/  after  a  whyle  ye  shall  nott  se  me/  and  agayne 
after  a  whyle  -ye  shall  se  me.  Vcrcly  vcrcly  I  save  vnto  you  :  ye 
shall  wepe  and  lament  /  and  the  worlde  shall  reioyce.  Ye  shall 
sorowe :  but  youre  sorowe  shalbe  tourned  to  ioye. 

A  woman  when  she  travcyleth  hath  sorowe/  be  cause  her  houre 
is  come :  but.  as  sonc  as  she  is  delivered  off  her  chylde  she  re- 
membreth  no  moarc  her  anguysshe  /  for  ioye  that  a  man  is  borne 
in  to  the  worlde.  And  ye  nowe  arc  in  sorowe:  butt  I  will  se 
you  agayne:  and  youre  hertes  shall  reioyce/' and  youre  ioye 
shall  no  man  take  from  you.  And  in  that  daye  shall  ye  axe  me 
no  question.  Vercly  rerely  I  saye  vnto  you/  whatsoever  ye 
shall  axe  the  father  in  my  name  /  he  will  geve  it  you.  Hetherto 
have  ye  axed  no  thinge  /  in  my  name.  Axe  and  ye  shall  re¬ 
ceave  it:  that  youre  ioye  maye  be  full. 

These  thinges  have  I  spoken  vnto  you  in  proverbes.  The 
tvme  will  come  when  I  shall  no  moare  spake  to  you  in  proverbes : 
but  I  shall  shewn  you  playnly  from  my  father,  At  that  daye 
shall  ye  axe  in  myne  name.  And  I  saye  not  vnto  you  that  I 
will  speakc  vnto  my  father  for  you.  For  my  father  hym  silfe 
loveth  vou  /  be  cause  ve  have  loved  me.  and  beleved  that  I 

m!  + 

cam  out  from  god.  I  went  out  from  the  father/  and  cam 
into  the  worlde:  I  levo  the  worlde  agayne/  and  go  to  the 
father. 

His  disciples  sayd  vnto  hym :  loo  nowe  speakest  thou  playnly/ 
and  thou  vsest  no  proverbe.  Nowe  knowe  we  that  thou  Vnder- 
stondest  all  thinges  /  and  nedest  not  that  eny  man  shulde  axe  the 
env  question.  Therfore  belcve  we  that  thou  camst  from  god. 
Jesus  answered  them ;  Nowe  ye  do  beleve,  Beholde  the  houre 
draweth  nyn  /  and  ys  alredy  come  /  that  ye  shalbe  scatered  every 
man  his  waves/ and  shall  leave  me  alone.  And  yet  am  I  not  alone. 
For  mv  father  is  with  me.  .  _  . 


dfa.  pcif.  Cf)€  dotipell  at 

Tliese  wordes  have  I  spoken  vnto  you  that  hi  me  ye  myght 
have  peace.  In  the  worlde  shall  ye  have  tribulacion:  but  be  of 
good  cheare  / 1  have  overcome  the  worlde. 


&i}t  fbtj .  Chapter. 

^PHESE  wordes  spake  Jesus  and  lifte  vppe  his  eyes  to  heven/ 
-*•  and  sayde :  father  the  houre  is  come  glorify  tliv  sonne  that 
thy  sonne  mayc  glorify  the.  As  thou  hast  geven  hym  power  over 
all  flesshe/  that  lie  shulde  geve  eternall  life  to  as  many  as  thou 
hast  geven  him.  This  is  life  eternall  that  they  myght  kriowe  the 
that  only  very  God  ;  and  whom  tliou  hast  sent  Jesus  Christ. 

1  have  gloryfied  the  on  the  erth.  I  have  fynyssheed  the  workes 
whych  thou  gavest  roe  to  do.  And  nowe  glorify  me  thou  lather 
in  thyn  awne  presence/  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  the 
yerre  the  worlde  was.  I  have  declared  thy  name  vnto  the  men 
whych  thou  gavest  me  out  off  the  worlde.  Thyne  they  were  / 
and  thou  hast  geven  them  me/  and  they  have  kept,  thy  sayinges. 
Nowe  have  they  knowen  that  all  thinges  whatsoever  thou  hast 
geven  me  /  are  of  the.  For  I  have  geven  vnto  them  the  wordes 
which  thou  gavn6t  me  /  and  they  have  receaved  them/  and  have 
knowen  surely  that  I  cam  out  from  the:  and  have  beleved  that 
thou  diddest  send  me. 

I  praye  for  them.  I  praye  not  for  the  worlde:  but  for  them 

which  thou  hast  geven  me/  for  they  arc  thyne/  and  all  myne  arc 

thyne/  and  thyne  arc  myne/  and  I  am  glorifycd  in  them.  And 

now  am  I  no  muare  in  the  worlde  /  but  they  arc  in  the  worlde  • 

& 

aud  I  come  to  the.  Wholy  lather  kepe  in  thyne  awne  name 
them  which  thou  hast  geven  me/  that  they  maye  be  one  as 
we  are.  Whyll  I  was  with  them  in  the  worlde  /  I  kepte  them  in 
thy  name.  Those  that  thou  gavest  me  /  have  I  kepte/  and  none 
of  them  is  lost  /  but  that  lost  cliylde/  that  the  scripture  myght 
be  fulfilled. 

Nowe  come  I  to  the  /  and  these  wordes  speake  I  in  the  worlde 
that  they  myght  have  my  ioye  full  in  them.  I  have  geven  them 
thy  doctryne/  and  -the  worlde  hath  hated  them  /  be  cause  they 
are  nott  off  the  worlde  /  even  as  I  am  not  of  the  worlde.  I 
desyre  not  that  thou  shuldest  take  them  out  of  the  worlde:  but 
that  thou  kepc  them  from  evyll.  They  are  not  off  the  worlde  / 
as  I  am  not  of  the  worlde.  Sanctify  them  in  thy  tructh.  Thy 
sayinge is  verite.  As  thou  diddest  send  me  into  the  worlde/  even 
soo  have  I  sent  them  into  the  worlde  /  and  for  their  sakes  sanctify 
J  my  silfe/  thattthey  also  myght  be  sanctified  thorowe  the  truetli. 

182 


Cijt  6a*peU  of  3ll)<w.  CJj.  ybuj. 

1  pruyc  not  for  them  alone :  butt  for  them  also  which  shall 
U’lcve  on  me  thorowe  their  preachynge/  that  they  all  maye  be 
one  /  as  thou  father  arte  in  me  /  and  1  in  the  /  that  they  maye  be 
alsoo  one  in  vs  /  that  the  worlde  maye  beleve  that  thou  hast  sent 
me.  An (l that  glory  that  thou  gavest  me  (  have  geven  them  / 
that  they  maye  be  wonc  /  as  we  are  wone.  I  am  in  them  and  thou 
arte  iu  me/  that  they  maye  be  made  perfecte  in  won/  and  that 
the  worlde  maye  knowe  that  thou  hast  sent  me/  and  hast  loved 
them  /  as  thou  hast  loved  me. 

Fat  her  I  will  that  they  which  thou  hast  geven  me/  be  with  me 
where  1  am  /  that  they  maye  se  my  glory  which  thou  hast  geven 
me.  For  thou  hast  loved  me  before  the  makynge  of  the  worlde 
O  righteous  father  the  very  worlde  hath  nott  knowe n  the :  butt 
I  have  knowen  the/  and  these  have  knowen  that  thou  hast  sent 
me.  And  I  have  declared  vnto  them  thy  name  /  and  will  declare 
it  /  that  the  love  wher  with  thou  lovedst  me  /  be  in  them  /  and 
that  1  be  in  them. 


pbtij.  Chapter. 

1\7"HEN  Jesus  had  spoken  these  worries/  he  went  forth  with 
his  disciples  over  the  broke  Cedron  /  where  was  a  garden  / 
into  the  which  he  entered  with  his  disciples  (Judas  also  wich  be¬ 
trayed  by  in  knewc  the  place/  for  Jesus  often  tymes  resorted 
thither  with  his  disciples)  Judas  then  after  he  had  receavcd  a 
bonde  off  men  /  and  ministers  of  the  hy  prestes  /  and  of  the  pha- 
riscs  cam  thither  with  lanterns/  and  fyerbrondes/  and  wepens. 
Then  Jesus  kuowynge  all  thynges  that  shulde  conic  on  hym/ 
went  forth  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  whom  seke  ye  ?  They  an¬ 
swered  hym  :  Jesus  off  nazarcth.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them :  I 
am  he. 

Judas  also  which  betrayed  him  stode  by  with  them.  As  sone 
as  he  had  sayd  vnto  them  1  am  he/  they  went  backe  wardesand 
fell  to  the  grounde.  He  axed  them  agayne  :  whonic  seke  ye  ? 
They  sayde :  Jesus  off  Nazareth.  Jesus  answered/ 1  sayde  vnto 
you/  I  rnn  lie.  Iff  ye  seke  me/  lett  these  goo  tlieyr  wave/ 
That  the  sayinge  myght  be  fulfilled  which  he  spake :  of  them 
which  thou  gavest  have  1  not  lost  one. 

Simon  Peter  had  a  swearde/  and  drue  hym  out/  and  smote 
ilie  live  prestos  ser vaunt/  and  cut  off  his  right  eare.  The  scr- 
\  aunt.es  name  was  Malchas.  Then  sayde  Jesus  vnto  Peter:  put 
vppe  thy  swearde  into  the  sheath  :  shall  1  not  drynke  of  the 
cuppe  which  my  father  had  gevcu  me  ?  Then  the  company  / 

183 


dfo.  €l)e  ^oeipeU  of  $>.  SHjqh. 

and  tlie  Captayne  /  and  tiie  ministers  off  the  iewes/  toke  Jesus 
and  bounde  hym  /  and  ledde  hym  awaye  to  Anna  fyrst :  For  he 
was  fathcrelawc  vnto  Cayphas/  which  was  the  hye  presto  thatt 
same  yeare.  Cayphas  was  he  that  gave  counsell  to  the  iewes 
that  it  was  expedient  that  won  man  shulde  deye  for  the  people. 

Simon  Peter  folowed  Jesus/  and  another  disciple/  that  disci¬ 
ple  was  kriowen  of  the  hye  preste/  and  went  in  with  Jesus  into 
the  pallys  of  the  hye  preste.  Peter  stodc  att  the  dore  with  outt. 
Then  wentt  outt  thatt  other  disciple  which  was  knowen  vnto  the 
hye  presto/  and  spake  to  the  damsell  thatt  kept  the  dore/  and 
brought  in  Peter.  Then  sayde  the  damsell  that  kept  the  dore 
vnto  Peter :  Arte  nott  thou  wone  off  this  munnes  disciples?  He 
sayde :  I  am  nott.  The  servauntes  and  the  ministers  stodc 
there/  and  had  made  a  fyre  off  coles.  For  it  was  eolde/  and 
they  warmed  them  selves.  Peter  also  stodc  amonge  them  and 
warmed  hym  silfe. 

The  hye  preste  axed  Jesus  of  his  disciples/  and  of  his  doctrine. 
Jesus  answered  hym  :  I  spak  openly  in  the  worhle.  I  ever 
taught  in  the  sinagoge  and  in  the  temple  whither  ail  the  iewes 
resorted:  and  in  secrete  have  I  sayde  nothynge  :  why  axest  thou 
me  ?  Axe  them  whiche  herde  me  what  I  sayde  vnto  them.  Be- 
holde  they  can  tell  what  I  sayde.  When  he  had  thus  spoken/ 
one  off  the  ministers  which  stode  by  /  smote  Jesus  on  the  fare 
sayinge  :  Answrcst  thou  the  hye  preste  soo  ?  Jesus  answered 
hym  :  Yf  I  have  evyll  spoken/  beare  witnes  of  tlie  evyll :  vf  I 
have  well  spoken/  why  smytest  thou  me  ?  Annas  sent,  hym 
bounde  vnto  Cayphas  as  the  hye  preste. 

Simon  Peter  stode  and  warmed  hym  silfe  /  and  they  sayde  vnto 
hym  :  Arte  not  thou  also  won  of  his  disciples?  lie  denyed  itt.  / 
and  sayde :  1  am  not.  Won  of  the  servauntes  of  the  hye  preste 
(his  cosyn  whose  eare  Peter  smote  of)  sayde  vnto  hym  :  did  not 
I  se  the  in  the  garden  with  hym?  Peter  denyed  it  agaync.  And 
immediatly  the  cocke  crewe. 

Then  ledd  they  Jesus  from  Cayphas  into  the  housse  of  iudge- 
ment.  Hit  was  in  the  mornynge/  and  they  them  selves  went 
not  into  the  iudgement  housse  lest  they  shulde  be  defyled/  butt 
that  they  myght  eate  Pascha.  Pilate  then  went  oute  vnto 
them  and  sayde:  What  accusacion  brynge  ye  agaynste  this 
man  ?  They  answered  and  sayd  vnto  hym  :  Iff  he  were  nott  an 
evyll  doar/  we  wolde  not  have  delyvered  hym  vnto  the.  Then 
sayd  Pilate  vnto  them  :  take  hym  vnto  you/  and  iudgehym  after 
youre  awne  lawe.  The  iewes  sayde  vnto  hym.  It  is  nott  law- 
full  for  vs  to  putt  eny  man  to  deeth.  That  the  wordcs  of  Jesus 
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royght  be  fulfilled  which  lie  spake/  signifying^  what  deeth  he 
shulde  deve. 

Then  Pilate  cntred  into  the  judgement  housse  agayne /  and 
railed  Jesus/  ami  savd  vnto  him:  Arte  thou  kynge  of  the  ievves  ? 
Jesus  answered :  sayst  thou  that  off  thy  sylfc  /  or  did  other  tell 
vtt  the  of  me  ?  Pilate  answered :  Am  I  a  iewe  ?  Thyne  awne 
i  me  ion  an  hye  prestes  have  delivered  the  vnto  me.  A-Vhat  hast 
thou  done?  Jesus  answered:  mv  kvngdome  is  not  of  this 
workle.  Yn  my  kyngdome  were  of  this  worldc  then  wolde  my 
ministers  suerly  fight/  that  I  shulde  not  be  delyvered  to  the 
iewes/  but  nowe  is  my  kyngdome  not  from  hence.  Pilate  sayde 
vnto  hym :  Arte  thou  a  kynge  then  ?  Jesus  answered  :  Thou 
say st  that  I  am  a  kynge.  For  this  cause  was  I  borne/  and  for 
this  cause  cam  I  into  the  worlde  /  that  I  shulde  bcare  witnes  vnto 
the  tructh.  All  that  are  of  the  trueth  heare  my  voice.  Pilate 
sayde  vnto  hym  :  what  is  trueth. 

And  when  he  hail  sayde  that/  he  went  out  agayne  vnto  the 
iewes  /  and  savde  vnto  them  :  I  fvnde  in  him  no  cause  at  all. 
Ye  have  a  eostome  amonge  you  /  that  I  shulde  dely vre  you  won 
luosse  at  ester,  will  vc  that  1  loose  vnto  you  the  kynge  of  the 
iewes.  Then  erved  they  all  againe  sayuige :  Not  him  /  butBar- 
rabas.  Barrabas  was  a  Robber. 


Cfje  ftp.  Chapter. 

rPHEN  Pilate  toke  Jesus  and  scourged  hym.  And  the  soudiers 
■*-  vvondc  a  croune  off  thornes  and  put  it  on  his  heed.  And 
they  did  put  on  hym  a  purple  garment/  and  sayd  :  hayl  kynge  off 
the  iewes.  And  they  smote  hym  on  the  face  Pilate  went  forthe 
agayne/ and  sayde  vnto  them:  bcholde  I  brynge  biin  forth  to 
you  /  that  ye  maye  knowe  that  I  fynde  no  faulc  in  hyni.  Then 
cam  Jesus  forthe  wearynge  a  croune  of  thornes/  and  a  robe  of 
purple.  And  Pilate  sayd  vnto  them:  Beholde  the  man.  When 
the  hye  prestes  and  ministers  sawc  him  /  they  cryed  sayinge : 
crucify  him  /  crucify  hym.  Pilate  sayde  vnto  them.  Take  ye 
hym  and  crucify  hym :  For  I  fynde  no  cause  in  hym.  The 
iewes  answered  hym:  We  havealawe/  and  by  oure  lawe  he 
ought  to  deyc:  be  cause  be  made  hym  silfe  the  sonne  of  God. 

When  Pilate  herde  that  sayinge/  he  was  the  moare  afrayde / 
and  went  agayne  in  to  the  iudgment  house/  and  sayde  vnto 
Jesus  :  whence  arte  thou  ?  Jesus  gave  hym  none  answere.  Then 
sayde  Pilate  vnto  hym  :  Speakest  thou  not  vnto  me?  Knowest 
thou  nott  that  I  have  power  to  crucify  the/  and  have  power  to 
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loose  the  '(  Jesus  answered :  Thou  coudest  have  no  power  att  all 

agaynst  me  /  except  it  were  geven  vnto  the  from  above.  Ther- 

fore  he  that  delivered  me  vnto  the/  is  moare  in  synne.  And 

•• 

from  thence  for  the  sought  Pilate  meanes  to  loose  hym ;  but  the 
iewes  cryed  sayinge :  yf  thou  iett  hym  goo/  thou  arte  not  Cesars 
frende.  Whosoever  maketh  him  silfe  a kynge  /  is  agayust  Cesar, 

When  Pilate  herde  that  sayinge  he  brought  Jesus  forthev  and 
sate  downe  to  geve  sentence/  in  a  place  called  the  pavement : 
Butt  in  the  lie  brue  tonge  /  Gabbatlia.  (Hitt  was  the  saboth  even 
which  falleth  in  the  ester  fest/  and  aboute  the  sixte  houre)  And 
he  sayde  vnto  the  iewes  :  Beholde  youre  kynge.  They  cryed  / 
awaye  with  hym  /  awaye  with  hym/  Crucify  hym.  Pilate  sayde 
vnto  them :  Shall  I  crucify  youre  kynge  ?  The  hye  prestes 
answered :  We  have  noo  kynge  but  Cesar.  Then  delivered  he 
hym  vnto  them  to  be  crucified. 

And  they  toke  Jesus  and  ledde  hym  awaye.  And  he  bare  his 
cfosse/  and  went  forthe  into  a  place  called  the  place  off  deed 
raenns  sculles  (which  is  named  in  hebrue/  Golgatha)  where  they 
crucified  hym.  And  with  hym  two  other:  on  ether  syde  won/ 
and  Jesus  in  the  myddes.  Pilate  wrote  his  title/  and  put  it  on 
the  crossc.  The  wrytynge  was/  Jesus  off  nazareth /  kynge  off  the 
iewes.  This  tytle  reed  many  off  the  iewes.  For  the  place  where 
Jesus  was  crucified  /  was  neye  to  the  cite.  And  it  was  written  in 
hebrue/  greke/  and  latyn.  Then  sayde  the  hyc  prestes  off  the 
iewes  to  Pilate :  wryte  nott/  kynge  off  the  iewes :  butt  that,  he 
sayde/  I  am  kynge  of  the  iewes,  Pilate  answered:  what  I  have 
written/  that  have  I  written. 

The  soudiers/  when  they  had  crucified  Jesus/  toke  his  gar- 
mentes  and  made  foure  partes/  to  every  soudicr  a  parte/  and 
also  his  coote.  The  coote  was  with  out  seme  woven  vppon 
thorowe  and  thorowc.  And  they  sayde  won  to  another :  Let 
vs  nott  devyde  it:  butt  cast  lootes  who  shall  have  it.  That  the 
scripture  myght  be  fulfilled  which  Bayth :  They  parted  my 
rayment  amonge  them/  and  on  my  coote  did  cast  lottes.  And 
the  soudiers  did  soche  thynges  in  dede. 

There  stode  by  the  cross  of  Jesus  his  mother  /  and  his  mothers 
sister/  Mary  the  wyfe  off  Cleophas/  and  Mary  magdalene. 
When  Jesus  sawe  his  mother/  and  the  disciple  stondyngc  whom 
he  loved  /  he  sayde  vnto  his  mother:  Woman  beholde  thy  sonne. 
Then  sayde  he  to  the  disciple:  beholde  thy  mother.  And  from 
that  houre  the  disciple  toke  her  for  his  awne. 

After  that  when  Jesus  perceaved  that  all  thynges  were  per¬ 
formed/  that  the  scriptures  myght  be  fulfylcd:  he  sayde:  I 
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thvrst,  There  stode  a  vessetl  full  off  veneger  by.  They  filled  a 
sponge  with  venegre/  and  wonde  it  about  with  ysoppc/  and  put 
i  t  to  his  mougth.  As  sone  as  Jesus  had  receaved  of  the  venegre  / 
he  sayd  :  It  is  fynnesshed/  and  bowed  his  heed/  and  gave  vppe 
the  goost. 

The  iewcs  then  because  it  was  die  saboth  even  that  the  bodyes 
shutd  not  remayne  apon  the  crosse  on  the  sabotli  daye  (For 
that  saboth  daye  was  an  hye  daye)  besought  Pilate  that  their 
legges  myghi  be  broken  and  that  they  myght  be  taken  doune. 
Then  earn  the  soudiers  and  brake  the  legges  of  tiie  fvrst/  and  of 
the  other  which  was  crucified  with  Jesus.  When  they  cam  to 
Jesus  and  sawe  that  lie  was  deed  alredy/they  brake  not  his 
legges :  butt  one  off  the  soudiers  with  a  speare  /  thrust  hym  into 
the  syde/  and  forth  with  cam  there  out  blude  and  water. 

And  lie  that  sawe  it  bare  recorder  and  his  recorde  is  true. 
And  he  knoweth  that  he  sayth  true  that  ye  myght  bcleve  also. 
These  thinges  were  done  that  die  scripture  shulde  be  fulfilled  : 
Ye  shall  not  breake  a  boone  of  him.  And  agayne  another  scrip¬ 
ture  sayeth :  Tliey  shall  lokc  on  hym  /  whom  they  pearsed. 

After  that/  Joseph  off  Aramathia  (whych  was  a  disciple  of 
Jesus :  but  secretly  for  feare  off  the  iewcs)  besought  Pilate  that 
he  myght  take  doune  die  boddyoff  Jesus.  And  Pilate  gave  him 
licence.  And  there  cam  also  Nicodemus  which  att  the  begynn- 
ynge  cam  to  Jesus  by  nyght/  and  brought  of  mirre  and  aloes 
mingled  to  gedder  aboute  an  hundred  pounde  wayglit.  Then 
t<ike  they  the  body  of  Jcsu  and  w'onde  it  in  lynnen  clothes  with 
those  confcccions  as  the  manner  of  the  iewes  is  to  bury.  In  die 
place  where  Jesus  was  crucified  /  was  a  garden  /  and  in  the  gar¬ 
den  a  newo  sepulcre/  wherin  was  never  man  layde.  There 
layde  they  Jesus  be  cause  of  the  iewes  saboth  even/  for  the 
sepulcre  was  nve  at  honde. 

rf.  Chapter. 

rpHF.  morowc  after  the  saboth  daye  cam  Mary  magdalcnc  erly 
-*■  when  it  was  yet  darcke/  vnto  the  sepulcre/  and  sawe  the 
stone  rowled  awaye  from  the  toumbe.  Then  she  ranne/  and 
cam  to  Simon  Peter/  and  to  the  other  disciple  whom  Jesus 
loved/  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  They  have  taken  awaye  the  lordc 
out  off  the  toumljc  and  we  cannot  tell  where  they  have  layde 
hytn.  Peter  went  forth  and  that  other  disciple/ and  cam  vnto 
tJic  sepulcre.  They  ranne  bolhe  to  gclher/  and  that  other  dis¬ 
ciple  did  out  ruiine  Peter/  and  cam  fyrst  to  thcsepuJere.  And 
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Le  stouped  doune  and  sawe  the  lynnen  clothes  /  yet  went  he  not 
in.  Then  cam  Simon  Peter  folowynge  hym/  and  went  into  the 
sepulcre/  and  sawe  the  lynnen  clothes  lye  /  and  the  uapkyn  that 
was  aboute  hys  heed  nott  lyinge  wyth  the  lynnen  clothes/  but 
wrapped  togedder  in  a  place  by  yt  sylfe.  Then  went  in  also 
that  other  disciple  wliycn  cam  fyrst  to  the  sepulcre/  and  he  sawe 
and  beloved.  For  as  yett  they  knew  nott  the  scriptures/  that 
he  shulde  ryse  agayne  from  death.  And  the  disciples  went 
awaye  agayne  vnto  their  awne  home. 

Mary  stode  with  out  att  the  sepulcre  wepynge  :  As  she  wept  / 
she  bowed,  her  sylfe  into  the  sepulcre  and  sawe  two  angels 
clothed  in  whyte  sittyng  the  one  att  the  heed  /  and  the  other  at 
the  fete/  where  they  had  layde  the  body  of  Jesus.  They  sayde 
vnto  her:  woman  why  wepestthou?  She  sayde  vnto  them  :  They 
have  taken  awaye  my  lorde  /  and  I  wote  not  where  they  have 
layde  him.  When  she  had  thus  savdc/  she  turned  her  sylfe 

If  V  V 

backe  and  sawe  Jesus  stondynge  /  and  knewe  not  that  it  was 
Jesus.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  her:  woman  why  wepest  thou  ?  Whom 
sekest  thou?  She  supoosynge  that  he  had  bene  the  gardener/ 
sayde  vnto  hym :  Syr  if  thou  have  borne  him  hence  tell  me  where 
thou  hast  layde  him/  and  I  will  take  hym  awaye.  Jesus  sayde 
vnto  her:  Mary.  She  turned  her  sylfe/  and  sayde  vnto  hym: 
Raboni  which  is  to  save  master.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  her  :  touche 
me  not/  for  I  have  nott  yet  ascended  to  my  father.  Butt  goo 
to  my  brothren  and  save  vnto  them  /  I  ascende  vnto  mv  father  / 

V  V  * 

and  youre  father:  my  God/  and  youre  god.  Mary  magdalene 
cam  and  tolde  the  disciples  that,  she  had  sene  the  lorde/  and  that 
he  had  spoken  soche  thinges  vnto  her. 

The  same  daye  at  nyght/  whych  was  the  morowre  after  the 
saboth  daye/  when  the  dores  were  shutt  (where  the  disciples 
were  assembled  to  gedder  for  feare  of  the  iewes)  cam  Jesus  and 
stode  in  the  myddes/  and  sayd  to  them:  peace  be  with  you. 
And  when  he  had  so  sayde/  he  shewed  vnto  them  his  hondes  and 
his  fete  /  and  his  syde.  Then  were  the  disciples  glad  when  they 
sawe  the  lorde.  He  sayde  vnto  them  agayne :  peace  be  with 
ou.  As  my  father  sent  me/  even  so  sende  1  you.  When  he 
ad  sayde  that./  he  blewe  on  them/  and  sayde  vnto  them: 
Receave  the  holy  gooat:  whosoevers  synnes  ye  rernyt/  they  are 
remitted  vnto  them :  And  whosoevers  synnes  ye  retayne  /  they 
are  retayned. 

Thomas  one  off  the  twelve/  called  didimus  /  was  not  with  them 
when  Jesus  cam.  The  other  disciples  sayd  vnto  hym  :  we  have 
sene  the  lorde.  And  he  sayde  vnto  them:  except  I  se  in  his 
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hondcs  the  prcnt  of  the  neyles  /  and  put  my  fyngcr  in  the  holes 
off  the  nayles/  and  thruste  my  honue  into  hys  sydc/  I  will  not 
beleve. 

And  after  viij.  da  yes  agayne/  the  disciples  were  within  /  and 

Thomas  was  with  them.  Jesus  cam  when  the  dores  were  shel/ 

and  st ode  in  the  myddes  and  sayde :  peace  be  with  you. 

Then  sayde  he  to  Thomas:  put  in  thy  fynger  here/  and  se  my 

hondcs  /  and  putt  forth  thy  honde  and  thrust  hyrn  into  my  syde/ 

and  he  nott  wvth  out  favtli :  but  beleve.  Thomas  answered 

»'  ¥  _ 

and  sayde  vnto  hym:  my  lorde/  and  my  God.  Jesus  sayde  vnto 
hym:  Thomas  because  thou  hast  sene  me  /  therfore  hast  thou 
beloved  :  Happy  are  they  that  have  not  sene/  and  yet  have 
beleved. 

And  many  other  signes  did  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  his  disci¬ 
ples  /  which  afe  not.  written  in  this  boke.  These  arc  written 
that  ye  myght  beleve  that  Jesus  is  Christ  the  sonne  of  God. 
and  that  yc  in  belevynge  inyglit  have  life  thorewe  his  name. 


C$t  yjrj.  Chapter. 

A  FTERthatt  Jesus  shewed  hym  silfe  agayneat  die  sec  of  tiberias. 
1  And  on  this  wyse  shewed  he  him  silfe.  There  were  to  gedder 
Simon  Peter  and  Thomas/  which  is  called  Didimus:  and  Natha¬ 
nael  of  Cana  a  cite  of  gal  ile/  and  the  sonnes  off  Zebedei/  and 
two  other  off  the  disciples  /  Simon  Peter  sayde  vnto  them :  I  goo 
afysshynge.  They  sayde  vnto  hym  /  we  also  wyll  goo  wyth  die. 
They  went,  their  wave  and  entred  into  a  shippe  strayght  waye  / 
and  that  nvght  caught  they  noo  tbynge.  When  the  momyngc 
was  nowe  conic  /  Jesus  stode  on  the  shore  /  Neverthelesse  the 
disciples  lenewe  not  that  it  was  Jesus.  Jesus  sayde  vnto  them  ; 
Svrs  i  have  ve  eny  meate  ?  They  answered  hvm  noo.  And  he 

^  i*  4.  r  V 

sayde  vnto  them :  cast  out  you  re  nett  on  the  right  syde  of  the 
shippe  /  and  ye  shall  fynde.  They  cast  out/  and  anon  they 
were  not  able  to  drawe  it  for  the  multitude  of  fysshes.  Then 
sayde  the  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  vnto  Peter :  It  is  the  lorde. 
When  Simon  Peter  herde  that  it  was  the  lorde/  he  gvrde  his 
mantell  to  hym  (for  lie  was  naked)  and  sprange  into  the  see. 
The  other  disciples  cam  by  shippe  :  For  they  were  nott  farre 
from  ionde/  butt  as  it  were  two  hondred  cubitcs/  And  they  drewo 
the  net  with  fisshes.  As  sone  as  they  were  come  to  Ionde/  they 
sa we  hoot  coles  layde  and  fisshe  laye  ther  on/  and  breed.  Jesus 
sayde  vnto  them :  brynge  of  the  fisshes  which  ye  have  nowc. 
caught.  Simon  Peter  stepped  fortlie  and  drewe  the  nett  to 
Ionde  full  of  create  fisshes/  an  hondred  and  .liij,  And  for  all 
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there  were  so  many/  yet  was  not  the  net  broken.  Jesus  sayde 
vntothem:  come  and  dyne.  And  none  of  the  disciples  durste 
axe  hym :  what  arte  thou  ?  For  they  knewe  that  it.  was  the 
lorde.  Jesus  then  cam  and  toke  breed/  and  gave  them /  and 
fisshe  lykwyse.  And  this  is  nowe  the  thyrde  tyme  that  Jesus 
apered  to  his  disciples  /  after  that  he  was  rysenagayne  from  deeth. 

Wlien  they  had  dyned/  Jesus  sayde  to  Simon  Peter.  Simon 
Joanna/  Invest  thou  me  more  then  these?  He  sayde  vnto  hym : 
ye  forde  /  thou  k nowest/  that  I  love  the.  He  sayde  vnto  Hym  : 
fede  my  lambes.  He  sayde  to  hym  agayne  the  sccondc  tyme : 
Simon  Joanna  /  lovest  thou  me?  He  sayde  vnto  hym :  ye  lorde 
thou  knowest  that  I  love  the  He  sayde  vnto  hym:  fede  my 
shepe.  He  sayde  vnto  hym  the  thyrde  tyme :  Simon  Joanna  / 
lovest  thou  me?  Peter  sorowed  because  he  sayde  the  thyrde 
tyme  /  lovest  thou  me  /  and  sayde  vnto  hym  :  Lorde/  thou  know¬ 
est  all  thynge  /  thou  knowest  that  I  love  the.  Jesus  sayde  vnto 
hym.  fede  my  shepe. 

Verely  verely  1  sayc  vnto  the  /  when  thou  wast  yonge  /  thou 
gerdedst  thy  silfe/  and  walkedst  whither  thou  ^voidest.  but  when 
thou  arte  olde/  thou  shalt  stretche  forthe  thy  hondes/  and  a 
nother  shall  gyrde  the  /  and  leade  the  whither  thou  woldest  not. 
That  spake  he  signifyinge  by  what  decth  he  shulde  glorify  God. 

And  when  he  had  sayde  thus  /  he  sayd  to  hym  Folowe  me. 
Peter  turned  about/  ana  sawe  that  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved 
folowyngc  (which  also  lened  on  his  brest  at  super)  and  savdc : 
lorde  which  is  he  that  shall  betraye  the?  When  Peter  sawc  hvm/ 
he  sayde  to  Jesus :  Lorde  what  shall  he  here  do  ?  Jesus  sayde 
vnto  hym :  Yf  I  will  have  hym  to  tary  tyll  1  come  /  what  is  that 
to  the  ?  folowe  thou  me.  Then  went  this  sayingc  a  broode  amonge 
the  brethren  /  that  that  disciple  shulde  nott  dcyc- 
And  Jesus  sayde  nott  to  hym/  he  shall  not  deye/  butt  yflF  1  will 
that  he  tary  tyll  1  come/  what  is  that  to  the?  The  same 
disciple  is  he  /  which  testified)  off  these  thynges  /  and 
wrote  these  thynges.  And  we  knowe  /  thatt  hys 
testymony  is  true.  There  are  also  many  other 
thynges  which  Jesus  did :  the  which  yft* 
they  shulde  be  written  every  won  / 1 
suppose  the  worlde  coulde  not 
contayne  the  bokes  that 
shulde  be  written. 
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€bt  fprst  C&apttr. 


:fl  my  fyrst  treatise  (Deare  frendc  Theo- 
bilus)  I  have  written  off  all  that  Jesus  began 
o  do  and  toache  /  vntill  thedaye  in  the  whiche 
ic  was  taken  vp/  after  that  he  thorowc  the 
)ly  goost/  had  geven  commaundementes 
ito  the  Apostles  /  whichc  he  chose ;  to  whom 
.Iso  he  shewed  hym  silfe  alive/  after  his  pas- 
ion  by  many  tokens/  aperynge  vnto  them 
fourty  dayes/  and  spake  vnto  them  off  the 
yngdom  of  god/  ana  gaddered  them  to  ged- 
er/  and  commaunded  them  /  that  they  shulde 
not  departc  from  Jerusalem :  but  to  wayte  for  the  promys  of  the 
father/  wherof  ye  have  herde  off  me.  For  Jhon  baptised  wyth 
water  butt  yc  shalbc  baptised  with  the  holy  goost/  and  that  wyth 
in  this  feawc  dayes. 

When  they  were  come  togedder/  they  axed  of  hym  t  sayinge  : 
Master  wilt  thou  at  this  tyine  restore  agayne  the  kyngdom  of 
is  rah  el  ?  He  sayde  vnto  them :  It  is  not  for  you  to  knowe  the 
tymes  or  the  seasons  which  the  father  hath  putt  in  hys  awne 
power :  butt  ye  shall  receave  power  off  the  holy  goost  which 
shall  come  on  you.  And  ye  shalbc  witnesses  vnto  me  in  Jeru¬ 
salem/  and  in  all  iewery/and  in  samary/  and  even  vnto  the 
worldes  ende. 


And  when  lie  had  spoken  these  thynges  /  whyll  they  behelde 
he  was  taken  vp/  and  acloude  reccavcd  hym  vp  out  of  their 
sight.  And  as  they  fastenned  their  eyes  in  Iteven/  as  he  went/ 
lob  two  men  stode  by  them  in  white  elothynge/  which  also 
sayde :  ve  men  of  gallic  /  why  stonde  ye  gasynge  vp  into  lievcn  ? 
This  same  Jesus  which  is  taken  vp  from  you  in  to  hcven/  shall 
soo  come/  even  as  ye.  have  sene  hym  goo  into  heven. 
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Tlien  returned  they  vnto  Jerusalem  from  mount  olivete/  which 
is  ncyc  to  Jerusalem/  conteynynge  a  sabot  1 1  dayes  iorney.  And 
when  they  were  come  in/  they  went  vp  into  a  purler/  where 
abode  both  Peter  aud  James/  Jhon  and  Andrew/  Phillip  and 
Thomas/  Bartlemew  and  Mathew/  James  the sonne  off  Alpheus/ 
and  Simon  Zelotes/  and  Judas  James  sonne.  These  all  continued 
with  one  acorde/  in  prayer/  and  supplicacion  with  the  women/ 
and  Marv  the  mother  off  Jesu.  And  with  his  brethren. 

And  in  those  dayes  Peter  stode  vp  in  the  my  titles  of  the  dis¬ 
ciples  and  sayde  (The  noumbre  off  names  were  aboute  an  h*.m- 
dred  and  twenty)  Yc  men  and  brethren  /  thys  scripture  must 
nedes  be  fulfilled  which  the  holy  goost  tliorow  the  mouglh  of 

u  O  w 

David  spake  before  of  Judas/  which  was  gyde  to  them  that  toke 
Jesus.  For  he  was  noumbred  with  vs  and  obtayned  fclliship  in 
this  ministracion.  And  he  hath  nowe  possessed  a  plott  of 
grounde  with  the  rewarde  off  iniquyte.  And  when  he  was 
hanged  /  brast  a  sondre  in  the  myddes/  and  all  his  bowels  gusshed 
out.  And  it  is  knowen  vnto  all  the  inhabiters  off  Jerusalem. 
In  somochc  that  that  felde  is  called  in  their  mother  tonge/ 
Achcldema/  that  is  to  saye  the  bloud  felde. 

Hit  is  written  in  the  boke  off  psalmes  t  His  habitacion  be  voyde/ 
and  noo  man  dweliynge  thcrin:  and  his  hishopricke  lett  another 
take.  Wherfore  off  these  men  which  have  companyed  with  vs 
(all  the  tynie  that  the  lorde  Jesus  went  out  and  in  amonge  vs/ 
begynnynge  att  the  baptim  of  Jhon  vnto  that  same  daye  that  lie 
was  taken  vp  from  vs)  mu3t  one  be  ordeyued  to  be  a  witnes  with 
vs  of  his  resurreccion. 

And  they  apoynted  two/  Joseph  called  Barsabas  (whose  svr- 
iiame  was  Justus)  and  Mathias.  And  they  praved  savnge  : 
Thou  lorde  whiche  knowest  the  hertes  of  all  men/  sltewe  whether 
thou  hast  chosen  of  these  two/  that  the  one  mayetake  the  roume 
of  this  ministraciou  /  and  apostlcsliippe  from  the  which  Judas  by 
transgression  fell/  that  he  myght  goo  to  his  awne  place.  And 
they  gave  forthe  their  lottes/  and  the  lott  fell  on  Mathias.  And 
he  was  counted  with  the  eleven  apostles. 


Cf)f  tfecontfe  Chapter. 


"^THEN 


there  cam  a  sounde  from  heven  as  it  had  bene  the  commvngc 
off  a  myghty  wynde/  and  it  filled  all  the  housse  where  they 
sate.  And  there  apered  vnto  them  cloven  tangos/  as  they  had 
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bene  tyre /  and  it  sate  apon  eache  off  them :  and  they  were  all 
tilled  with  the  holy  goost/  and  began  to  speake  with  other  tonges/ 
even  as  the  sprete  gave  them  vtterauncc. 

There  were  dwellyngc  at  Jerusalem  iewes/  devoute  men/ 
which  were,  oil' all  nacions  vnder  heven.  When  this  was  noysed 
'<!  bout c  /  the  multitude  cam  togedder  and  were  ostonyed  /  be 
cause  that  every  man  herdc  them  speake  in  his  awne  tounge. 
They  wondred  all/  and  inarveylled  sayinge  amongc  them  selves : 
Loke/arenot  all  these  which  speake  off  galile?  And  howe 
heare  we  every  man  his  awne  tounge  wherein  we  were  boren  ? 
Partitions/  Modes/  and  Elamytes  and  the  inhabiters  of  Mesopo¬ 
tamia/  off  Jury/  Capadocia/  Ponthus/ and  of  Asia/  Phrigia/ 
Pam  phi  ta/  and  of  Egiptc/  and  off  the  parties  off*  Libia/  which  is 
besyde  Syrcne/  and  straungers  off  Rome/  Jcwes  and  Proselites/ 
Grekos  and  Arabians :  We  have  herde  them  speake  with  oure 
awne  tounges  the  greate  workes  off  god.  They  were  all  amased  / 
anil  wondred  sayinge  won  to  another:  what  meaneth  this?  O 
tlicr  mocked  them  sayinge :  They  are  full  of  new  wyne. 

Peter  stepped  forth  with  the  eleven/  and  lift  vp  his  voyce/ 
and  say de  vnto  them :  Ye  men  off  Jewry  /  and  all  ye  that  inhabit 
Jerusalem :  be  this  knowen  vnto  yon/  and  with  youre  eares  heare 
my  wordcs.  these  are  nott  dronken/  as  ye  wene/  For  itt  is  yet 
butt  the  thyrde  houre  off  the  dayc  :  but  this  is  that  which  was 
spoken  by  the  prophet  Joheli:  Hit  shalhc  in  the  last  dayea  (sayth 
God)  of  mv  sprete  I  will  pourc  out  apon  all  flesshe.  And  youre 
sonnes/  and  youre  donghters  shall  prophesy/  youre  yonge  men 
shall  se  visions.  And  youre  olde  men  shall  dreme  dretnes.  And 
on  myserviumtes/  and  on  myhonde  maydens  f  will  poureoutoff 
my  sprete  in  those  dayes/  And  they  shall  prophesy.  And  I  will 
shewe  wonders  in  heven  above/  and  tokens  in  the  erth  be  nethe/ 
bloud  and  fvre/  and  the  vapour  off  smoke.  The  sun  shalbe 
turned  into  darknes/  and  the  mone  into  bloud/  before  that 
greate/  and  that  notable  dayc  of  the  lorde  come.  And  the  tyme 
shall  come  that  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  lorde/ 
shalbe  saved.  Yc  men  off  Israhel/  heare  these  wordes.  Jesus 
of  Nazareth/  a  man  approved  off  God  amonge  you  with  myracies 
and  wondres/  and  signes  which  God  did  by  hym  in  the  myddes 
off  you  /  as  ye  youre  selves  knowe :  hym  have  ye  taken  by  the 
liondes  of  vnrightewes  persones/  after  he  was  delivered  by  the 
determinat.  eounsell  and  fore  knowelcdge  of  God/  and  have 
crucified  and  slayne  hym/  whom  god  hath  raysed  vppand  lowsed 
the  sorowes  of  decth/  be  cause  it  was  vnpossible  that  he  shulde 
be  Imlden  of  it.  David  speaketh  of  hym  :  Afore  honde/  sawe 
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I  God  alwayes  before  me  :  For  he  is  on  my  right  hondc  /  thaj.  I 
shuide  nott  be  moved.  Therfore  did  my  hert  reioyce/  and  my 
tonge  was  glad.  Morover  also/  my  flesshe  shall  rest  in  hope  be 
cause  thou  shalt  not  leve  my  soul  in  hell  /  nether  slmlt  suftre  thy 
saynt  to  se  corrupcion.  Thou  hast  shewed  me  the  waves  of  ly fe  / 
Thou  shalt  make  me  full  off  ioye  with  thy  countcnaunce. 

Men  and  brethren  /  lett  me  frely  speake  vnto  you  of  the  patri- 
arke  David  :  For  he  is  both  deed  and  buryed/  and  his  sepulcre 
remayneth  with  vs  vnto  this  daye.  Therfore  sence  he  was  a 
prophet  /  and  knewe  that  God  had  sworne  with  anothe  to  hvm/ 
that  the  frute  of  his  loynes  shuide  sit  on  his  seate :  lie  sawe 
before/  and  spake  of  the  resurreccion  of  Christ/  that  liis  sonic 
shuide  not  be  leftc  in  hell :  nether  his  flesshe  shuide  9c  corrup- 
ciou.  This  Jesus  hath  God  raysed  vppe/  where  of  we  all  are 
witnesses. 

Sence  nowe  that  he  by  the  right  hondc  of  god  exalted  is/  and 
hath  receaved  off  the  father  the  promys  off  the  holy  goost./  he 
hath  sheedforthe  that  which  ye  nowe  se  and  heare.  For  David 
is  not  ascended  into  licven/  but  hesayde:  The  lorde  say  do  to 
my  lorde  sit  on  my  right  honde/  vntill  I  make  thy  foocs/  thy 
fote  stole.  So  therfore  lett  all  the  housse  of  Israhel  knowe  for 
a  suer ty  /  that  God  hath  made  the  same  Jesus  whome  ye  have 
crucifyed/  Lorde  and  Christ. 

When  they  herde  this/  they  were  pricked  in  their  hertes' 
and  sayd  vnto  Peter/  and  vnto  the  other  apostles:  Ye  men  and 
brethren  /  what  shall  wc  do?  Peter  sayde  vnto  them  :  Repent 
and  be  baptised  every  one  off  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  / 
For  the  remission  off  synnes/  and  ye  shall  rcccave  the  gyfte  off 
the  holy  goost.  For  the  promys  was  made  vnto  you/  and  to 

{roure  chyldren  /  and  to  all  that  are  afarre  /  even  as  many  as  oure 
orde  God  shall  call.  And  with  many  other  wordes  bare  he  wil- 
nes/  and  exhorted  them  saying :  Save  youre  selves  from  this 
vntowarde  generacion.  They  that  gladly  receaved  hys  preach - 
yngewerc  baptised/  And  the  same  aaye/ there  were  added  vnto 
them  abonte  a  thre  thousande  soules. 

And  they  continued  in  the  Apostles  doctrine  and  fcliyshippe/ 
and  in  breakynge  of  breed  /  and  in  prayer.  And  feare  cam  over 
every  soule.  And  many  wondres  and  signes  were  shewed  by 
the  apostles.  All  that  beleved  gaddered  them  togedder/  and 
had  all  thynges  commen.  And  solde  their  possessions  and 
goddes/  and  parted  them  to  all  men/  as  every  man  had  node. 
And  they  continued  dayly  with  one  acorde  in  the  temple  /  and 
brake  breed  in  every  housse/  and  ate  their  raeate  to  gedder  with 
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gladnes/  and  singlenes  of  hert  pray synge  god  /  and  had  faveour 
with  all  people  /  and  the  lorde  added  to  the  congregacion  dayly 
them  that  shulde  be  saved. 


Cfye  (if.  Chapter. 


T>ETER  and  Jhon  went  vp  to  gedder  into  the  temple  at  the 
nynthe  houre  of  prayer  :  and  there  was  a  certayne  man  halt 
from  his  mothers  wombe  >  whom  they  brought  and  layde  at  the 
gate  of  tin;  temple  called  beautifull  /  to  axe  his  almes  of  them  that 
e  u  tied  in  to  the  temple.  When  he  sawe  Peter  and  Jhon/  that 
they  wolde  in  to  the  temple  /  he  desyred  to  reeeave  an  almes  /  Peter 
fastened  his  eyes  on  hym  with  Jhon  and  sayde :  loke  on  vs  /  and 
he  gave  hede  vnto  them  /  trustinge  to  reeeave  some  thynge  of 
them.  Then  sayd  Peter:  Silver  and  golde  have  I  none/  sue  he 
as  1  have  geve  I  the.  Tn  the  name  of  Jesu  Christ  off  Nazareth  / 
ryse  vppe  and  walke.  And  die  toke  hym  by  the  right  honde/ 
and  lifte  him  vppe.  And  immediatly  his  fete  and  anclebones 
rcceaved  strenght  /  and  he  sprange  /  stode  /  and  also  walked  /  and 
entred  with  them  into  the  temple  walkinge  /  and  leapynge/  and 
laudynge  god. 

And  all  the  people  sawe  hym  walke  and  lande  God.  And 
they  knewe  hym  /  thatt  ytt  was  he  whiche  sate  and  begged  at 
the  beautifull  gate  of  the  temple.  And  they  wondred  /  and  were 
sore  astonnyed  at  that  which  had  happened  vnto  him.  As  the 
halt  whych  was  healed  helde  Peter  and  Jhon/  all  the  people 
ranne  amased  vnto  them  in  Solomons  hall. 

When  Peter  sawe  that/  he  answered  vnto  the  people:  Ye 
men  off  Israhell  /  why  marvayle  ye  at  this  ?  Or  why  loke  ye 
soo  stedfastly  on  vs/  as  though  by  oure  awuc  power  /  or  holynes 
we  had  made  thys  man  goo  ?  God  off  Abraham/  Ysaac/  and 
Jacob/  the  God  off  oure  fathers  hath  glorified  hys  sonne  Jesus/ 
whom  ye  lietrayed/  and  denyed  in  the  presence  of  Pilate/  when 
lie  had  nidged  hym  to  be  lowsed :  but  ye  denyed  the  holy  and 
in  st/  and  desvred  that  he  shnlde  geve  you  a  mortherer  /  and 
kylled  the  lortle  off  lyfe  whom  god  hath  raised  from  deeth/  of 
the  which  we  are  witnesses :  And  hys  name  thorow  the  fayth  off 
hys  name  hath  made  thys  man  sounde  whom  ye  se  and  knowe. 
And  the  faytli  which  ys  by  him  /  hath  to  thys  man  geven  thys 
health  /  in  the  presence  of  you  all. 

And  nowe  brethren  I  vote  welc  that  thorow  ignoraunce  ye 
have  done  ytt/  as  did  also  youre  heddes.  Butt  God  which 
shewed  before  by  the  mougth  off  all  hys  prophetes  that  Christ 
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shulde  suffre/  hath  thus  wyse  fulfilled  it.  Repent  ye  therforc 
and  turnc  that  youre  synnes  maye  be  done  awaye  when  the  tyme 
of  com  forte  commeth/  which  we  shall  have  of  the  presence  ot 
the  lorde /  and  when  god  shall  sende  him/  which  before  wu  s 
preached  vnto  you/  that  is  to  wite  Jesus  Christ/  whych  must 
heven  receave  vntill  the  tyme  that  all  thynges  be  restored  agayne/ 
which  god  hath  spoken  by  the  mougth  off  all  hys  holy  prophetes 
sence  the  worlde  began . 

-For  Moses  sayd  vnto  the  fathers:  A  prophet  shall  youre  lorde 
god  rayse  vp  vnto  you  /  won  of  youre  brethren  /  lyke  vnto  me/ 
liym  shall  ye  heare  in  all  thinges  whatsoever  he  shall  save  vnto 
you.  For  the  tyme  will  come  /  that  every  soule  which  shall  not 
neare  that  same  prophet/  shalbe  exyled  from  the  people.  Also 
all  the  prophetes  from  Samuel!/  and  thence  forth  as  many  as 
have  spoken  /  have  in  lykwyse  toldeof  these  dayes.  Ye  are  the 
chyldren  of  the  prophetes  /  and  to  you  pertayneth  the  testament 
that  god  hath  made  vnto  oure  fathers  saying  to  Abraham :  Even 
in  thy  seede  shall  all  die  kynrcdes  of  the  erth  be  blessed.  Fyrsr 
vnto  you  hath  god  raysed  vp  his  sonne  Jesus  /  and  him  he  hath 
sent  to  blyssc  you  /  that  every  one  off  you  slmlde  turnc  from  his 
wickcdnes. 


Cf)t  tit).  Cljaptrr. 

A  S  they  spake  vnto  the  people/  the  prestes  and  the  ruclar  of! 

the  temple/  and  the  saduces  cam  apon  them/  takynge 
greveousy  that  they  taught  the  people  and  preached  in  the  name 
off  Jesus  the  resurreccion  from  deeth.  Anti  they  layde  homles 
on  them  /  and  put  them  in  holdc  vntill  the  nexte  daye.  For  itt  was 
nowc  even  tyde.  Many  of  them  which  herde  the  wo  ides  beloved  t 
and  the  noumbre  off  the  men  was  aboutc  fyve  thousaude. 

Hytt  chaunsed  on  the  morowe  that  their  ruelcrs/  and  seniours/ 
and  scribes/  as  Annas  the  cbefe  prest/  and  Cay  pitas  /  and  Jhon 
and  Alexander/  and  as  many  as  were  off  the  kynred  off  the  hye 
prest/  were  gaddered  to  gedder  at  Jerusalem/  and  set  them  in 
the  mydde3/  and  axed  by  what  power/  or  in  what  name  have 
ye  done  this  syrs?  Then  Peter  full  of  the  holy  goost  sayd  vnto 
them.  Ye  ruelars  of  the  people  /  and  seniours  of  israhel  /  if  we 
this  daye  are  examined  of  the  goode  dede  done  to  the  sycke 
man  by  what  meanes  he  is  made  whoale:  be  ytt  knowen  vnto 
you  all/  and  to  all  the  people  of  israhel  /  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  nazareth/  whom  ye  crucified/  and  whom  god 
raysed  from  deeth  agayne/  thys  man  stondeth  heare  present 
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liofore  you  whoalc.  This  is  the  stone  cast  a  syde  of  you  bylders 
which  is  sett  in  the  chefe  place  of  the  corner.  Nether  is  there 
health  in  env  other.  Nor  yet  also  is  there  eny  other  name  geven 
to  men  wheriu  we  must  be  saved. 

When  they  sawe  the  boldnes  oflf  Peter  and  Jlion  /  and  knew 
tlmt  they  were  vnlerncd  men  and  laye  people  /  they  marveylled  / 
and  they  knew  them  /  that  they  were  with  Jesu.  Seinge  also 
the  man  whych  was  healed  stondynge  wyth  them  /  they  coulde 
nott  saye  agaynst  yt  /  but  coramaun<led  them  to  goo  a  syde  out 
of  the  counsell  /  And  commcncd'  amongc  them  selves  sayinge : 
wliul.  shall  we  do  to  these  men  ?  For  a  manyfest  signe  is  done 
by  them  /  and  is  openly  knowen  to  all  them  that  dwell  in  Jheru- 
sniem/  and  we  cannott  denye  it:  But  that  it  be  noysed  no  father 
amongc  the  people  /  lett  vs  threten  and  chaurgc  them  that  they 
speake  hence  forth  to  noo  man  in  this  name. 

And  they  called  them  /  and  commaunded  them  that  in  noo  wyse 
they  shulde  speake  or  tcache  in  the  name  off  Jesu.  Butt  Peter 
and  Jhon  answered  vrito  them  and  sayde/  whither  yt  be  right  in 
the  syght  of  god  to  obeye  you  moarc  then  god  iudge  ye.  For 
\vc  cannott  bti  it  speake  that  which  we  have  sene  and  herde.  Soo 
threatened  they  them  and  lett  them  goo/  And  founde  noothynge 
howc  to  punnysshe  them  /  be  cause  of  the  people :  For  all  men 
lauded  God  for  the  myracle  whych  was  done.  For  the  man 
was  above  fourty  yeare  olde  /  on  whom  this  myracle  of  healinge 
was  shewed. 


As  sonc  as  they  where  let  goo  they  cam  to  their  felowes  /  and 
shewed  all  thatt  the  hye  prestes  and  seniours  had  sayde.  When 
they  herde  that  /  with  one  mynde  they  lyfte  vp  thetr  voyc.es  to 
god  and  sayde :  Lorde  t  thou  arte  God  which  hast  made  iteven 
and  erth  /  the  see  and  all  thatt  in  them  ys  r  whych  by  the  mougth 
off  thy  servaunt  David  hast  sayd :  Why  did  the  hethen  grudge  / 
and  the  people  immagen  vayne  thynges.  The  kynges  off  the 
erth  stode  vp  and  the  ruelars  cam  to  gedder  agaynst  the  lorde  / 
And  agaynst  his  Christ. 

For  off  a  trneth  agaynst  thy  holy  chylde  Jesus  /  whom  thou 
hast  annoy nteil  f  bothe  llerode  and  also  Poncius  Pilate  wyth  the 
gentyls  /  and  the  people  off*  Israhel  /  gaddered  them  selves  to 
gedder  for  to  do  whatsoever  thy  honde  and  thy  counsell  deter- 
mcncd  before  to  be  done.  And  nowe  lorde  beholde  their  threat¬ 
en  ynges  /  and  graunte  vnto  thy  servauntes  wyth  all  confydence 
to  speake  thy  worde.  So  that  thou  strctche  forth  thy  honde 
that  Itealynge  /  and  signes  /  and  wonders  be  done  by  the  name 
off  thy  holy  chylde  Jesus.  And  as  sone  as  they  had  prayed/ 
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the  place  moved  wheare  they  were  assembled  lo  gedder  /  and 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  liofy  goost  /  and  they  spake  the  worde 
of  god  boldely. 

The  multitude  of  them  that  beleved  /  were  off  won  hert  /  and 
off  won  soule..  Also  none  off  them  sayde  /  that  eny  thyuge  off 
those  whych  he  possessed  was  his  awne  :  Butt  had  all  thynges 
commen.  And  with  greate  power  gave  the  Apostles  witues  off 
the  resurreccion  off  the  lorde  Jesu.  And  grett  grace  was  with 
them  all.  Nether  was  there  eny  amonge  them  Lhatt  lacked. 
For  as  many  as  were  possessers  of  londes  or  housses  /  solde  them 
and  brought  the  pryce  off  tho  thynges  whych  were  solde/  and 
layed  ytt  doune  att  the  Apostles  fete.  And  distribution  was 
made  vnto  every  man  accordynge  as  he  bade  uede. 

And  Joses  which  was  also  called  of  the  apostles  Barnabas 
(that  is  to  saye  the  sonne  of  consolation/  beynge  a  levite/  and 
off  the  countre  off  Cipers)  had  londe/  and  solde  itt/  and  layde 
the  pryce  doune  at  the  apostles  fete. 

© )t  b.  Chapter. 

A  CERTAYNE  man  named  Ananias  with  Saphira  his  wyfe 
solde  a  possession  /  and  kepte  awaye  parte  of  the  pryce  (his 
wyfe  also  beynge  of  counsell)  and  brought  a  certayne  parte  and 
layde  itt  doune  att  the  apostles  fete.  Then  sayde  Peter: 
Ananias  how  is  it  that  satan  hath  filled  thyne  hert  /  thatt  thou 
shuldest  lye  vnto  the  holy  goost/  and  kept  awaye  parte  off  the 
pryce  off  the  lyvelod :  Pertayned  it  not  vnto  the  only  ?  And 
after  it  was  solde/ was  not  the  pryce  in  thyne  awne  power? 
Howe  is  it  that  thou  hast  conceaved  this  thynge  in  thyne  herte  ? 
Thou  hast  nott  lyed  vnto  men  /  but  unto  God.  When  Ananias 
herde  these  wordes/  he  fell -doune  and  gave  up  the  goost.  And 
grett  feare  cam  on  all  them  that  these  thynges  herdc.  And  the 
yonge  men  roose  vp  and  put  hym  a  parte  /  and  caryed  him  out  / 
and  buryed  hym. 

Hit  fortuned  as  it  were  aboute  the  space  of  iij.  houres  after/ 
that  his  wyfc  cam  in  ignoraunt  of  that  which  was  done.  Peter 
sayde  vnto  her :  Tell  me/  solde  ye  the  londe  for  so  moche  ?  And 
she  sayde  :  ye  for  so  moche.  Peter  sayd  vnto  her :  why  have 
ye  agreed  to  geder/  to  tempt  the  sprete  off  the  lorde?  Loo/  the 
fete  off  them  which  have  buryed  thy  husbande  are  at  the  dorc/ 
and  shall  cary  the  outer  then  she  fell  doune  strayght  wayc  at 
his  fete  and  yelded  up  the  goost.  The  yonge  men  cam  in  and 
fou nde  her  ded/  and  caryed  her  out  and  buryed  her  by  her 
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husbande.  And  grett  fearc  cam  on  all  the  congregation.  And 
on  as  many  as  lierde  it. 

By  the  hondes  of  the  Apostles  were  many  signes  and  wondres 
shewed  amonge  the  people.  And  they  were  all  togedder  wyth 
one  acorde  in  Solomons  hall.  And  of  other  durst  noo  man 
toy  no  hym  silfc  to  them  :  but  the  people  magnyfyed  them.  The 
tmuinbre  of  them  that  beleved  in  the  lorde  bothe  of  men  and 
women  grewe  moare  and  moare  in  somoche  that  they  brought 
their  sicke  into  the  strettes/  and  layde  them  on  beddes  and 
palettes/  that  at  the  lest  wave  the  shadowe  off  Peter  when  he 
cum  by  /  myght  shadowe  some  of  them.  There  cam  also  a  mul¬ 
titude  out  off  the  cites  round  about  ynto  Jerusalem/  bryngyng 
with  them  their  sickc  and  them  whyclt  were  vexed  with  vnclene 
sprettes.  And  they  were  healed  every  won. 

The  chefc  prestc  arose  vp  and  they  thatt  were  with  hym 
(which  is  the  secte  of  the  Saduces)  and  were  full  off  indignacion  / 
and  layde  hondes  on  the  apostles/  and  put  them  in  the  commen 
preson :  but  the  angell  of  the  lorde  by  night  opeuned  the  preson 
dorc/  and  brought  them  forthe/  and  sayde :  goo  steppe  forthe / 
and  speako  in  the  temple  to  the  people  all  the  wordes  of  this 
lyfe.  When  they  herde  that  /  they  entred  into  the  temple  erly 
in  the  moruynge  and  taught. 

The  chefc  prest  cam  and  they  that  were  with  him  and  called 
a  counsel  togedder/  and  all  the  seniours  off  the  chyldren  off 
israhel/  and  sent  to  the  preson  to  fett  them.  When  the  minis¬ 
ters  cam  and  found e  them  nott  in  the  preson/  they  cam  agayne 
and  tolde  sayiuge :  The  preson  founde  we  shut  with  all  diligence/ 
and  the  kepers  stondynge  with  out  before  the  dorcs :  but  when 
wc  bad  opeuned  we  founde  no  man  with  in.  When  the  chefe 
prest  of  all  and  the  rueler  of  the  temple/  and  the  hye  prestes 
herde  these  thynges/  they  doubted  off  them/  where  vnto  this 
wolde  growe. 

Then  cam  won  and  shewed  them :  Loo  the  men  thatt  ye  putt 
in  preson  stondc  in  the  temple/  and  preache  to  the  peple.  Then 
went  the  rueler  of  the  temple  with  ministers/  and  brought  them 
with  out  violence.  For  they  feared  the  people  lest  they  shulde 
have  bene  stoned.  And  when  they  had  brought  them/  they  sett 
them  before  the  counsell.  And  the  chefe  preste  axed  them 
savinge :  Did  nott  we  stray tely  commaunde  you  that  ye  Bhulde 
not  teach  in  this  name?  And  bcholde  ye  have  filled  Jerusalem 
with  youre  doctrine/  and  ye  intendc  to  brynge  this  mans  bloud 
a pon  vs. 

Peter  and  the  other  apostles  answered  /  and  sayde :  We  ought 
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mo  are  to  obey  God  then  men.  The  God  of  oure  fathers  raysed 
vp  Jesus/  whom  ye  slewe  and  hanged  on  trc.  Hyin  beingc  a 
ruder  and  a  savioure  hath  god  exalted  with  his  right  honde  / 
for  to  geve  repentauncc  to  lsrahell'and  forge venes  of  syniics. 
And  we  are  his  recordes  as  concernynge  these  thynges :  and 
also  the  holy  goost/  whom  God  hath  geven  to  them  that  obey 
hym.  When  they  herde  that  they  clave  asunder  /  and  sought 
meanes  to  slee  them.  Then  stode  there  vp  won  in  the  counseiil/ 
a  pharisey  named  Gamaliell/  a  doctour  off  lawe/  had  in  auctoritc 
amonge  the  people  and  commaunded  to  put  the  apostles  asvde 
a  1  y tel  1  spacer  and  sayde  vnto  them:  Men  of  lsrahell  take 
heae  to  youre  selves  what  ye  entende  to  do  as  touchingc  these 
men.  Before  these  dayes  rose  vp  one  Theudas  bostynge  hym 
silfe  t  to  whom  resorted  a  nombre  off  men  f  about  a  ton  re  hon- 
dred  /  which  was  slayn  /  and  they  all  which  beloved  hym  were 
scatred  a  brooder  and  brought  to  nought.  After  this  man  arose 
there  vp  won  Judas  off  Galiie/  in  the  tyme  when  tribute  began/ 
and  drewe  awaye  moche  people  after  him.  He  also  perisshed  : 
and  all  even  as  rneny  as  harkened  to  hym  are  scattered  a  brood. 

And  nowe  I  sayc  vnto  you  :  refrayne  youre  selves  from  these 
men/  and  let  them  alone:  For  yff  this  counsel!  or  werke  be  of 
men/  itt  will  come  to  nought :  but  if  it  be  of  God/  ye  cannot 
destroye  it/  lest  haply  ye  be  founde  to  strvve  agavnst  god. 
And  to  hym  they  agreed/  and  called  the  apostles/  anti  bett 
them/  and  commaunded  that  they  shulde  not  speakc  in  the  name 
of  Josu  /  and  lett  them  goo. 

And  they  departed  from  the  counsell  rcioysynge  that  they 
were  counted  worthy  to  suffre  rebuke  for  his  name.  And  daylv 
in  the  temple  /  and  in  every  housse  they  ceased  notu  teachynge 
and  preachy nge  Jesus  Christ. 


Cf)e  bj.  Chapter. 

TH  those  dayes  as  the  nombre  of  the  disciples  grewe  /  there  arose 
a  grodge  amonge  the  grekes  agaynstc  the  ebrues  /  because; 
theyr  wyddowes  wer  despysed  in  the  dayly  mynystracion.  Then 
the  twelve  called  the  multitude  of  the  disciples  to  gedder  and 
sayde :  it  is  nott  mete  that  we  shulde  leave  the  worde  of  god 
and  serve  at  the  tables/  wherfore  brethren  lokc  ye  out  amonge 
you  seven  men  of  honest  reporte  /  full  of  the  holy  goost  and  wis¬ 
dom  t  which  wc  maye  apoynte  to  this  nedfull  busines :  but  we 
woli  geve  oure  selves  continually  to  prayer  /  and  to  the  minis- 
tracion  off  the  worde.  And  the  sayingc  pleased  the  wlioale 
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multitude  wele.  And  they  cliosc  Steven  a  man  full  off  feyth  /  and 
off  the  holy  goost/  and  Philip/  and  Prochorus/  and  Nichanor/ 
and  Simon/  andPermenas/  and  Nicholas  a  proselite  of  antioche/ 
which  they  sett  before  the  apostles/  and  they  prayed  and  layde 
their  hondcson  them. 

And  the  worde  of  god  cncreasyd  /  and  the  noumbre  of  the  dis¬ 
ciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem  greatly  /  And  a  grett  company  of 
the  prestes  were  obedient  to  the  fey  the.  Steven  full  off  fay  the 
and  power  did  grett  wonders  /  and  myracles  anion gc  the  people. 
Tneii  there  arose  eertayne  off  the  Sinagoge/  which  arc  called 
tebertines  /  and  Sirenens/  and  Alexandrians  /  and  Cicilians  /  and 
Asians  /  and  disputed  with  Steven.  And  they  could e  not  resist 
tlu:  wisdom  /  and  the  spretc/  with  which  spretc  he  spake.  Then 
sent  they  in  men  which  savd:  we  have  herde  hym  speake  blas¬ 
phemous  wordes  agaynst  Moses/  and  against  god/  and  they 
moved  the  people/  and  the  seniours/  and  the  scribes:  and  they 
cam  upon  hym  and  caught  hym  /  and  brought  him  to  the  coun¬ 
sel!  /  and  brought  forth  felce  witnesses  whych  sayde :  This  man 
coasith  not  to  speake  blasphemous  wordes  agaynst  tliys  holy 
place  and  the  lawe/  for  we  herde  hym  saye/  This  Jesus  off 
Nazareth  shall  destroye  this  place  /  and  shall  chaunge  the  ordi¬ 
nances  whych  Moses  gave  vnto  v$.  And  all  that  sate  in  counsel! 
loked  sled  lastly  on  hym  /  and  sawe  hys  face  as  it  had  bene  the 
face  off  an  angeil. 


C$t  btj.  Chapter. 

HEN  spake  the  chefe  prest :  ys  y  tt  even  soo  ?  And  he  sayde : 
ye  men  /  brethren  /  and  fathers  /  harken  to.  The  God  off 
glory  ape  red  vnto  ourc  father  Abraham,  whill  he  was  yet  in  meso- 
pota'mia  /  lx: fore  be  dwelt  in  charran  /  and  sayd  vnto  hym  :  come 
oute  of  thy  contre  /  aud  from  thy  kynred  :  and  come  into  Uic 

ioude  whveh  I  shall  shewe  vnto  the.  Then  cam  he  out  off  the 

%» 

loudc  of  caldey:  and  dwelt  in  charran.  And  after  that  as  sone 
as  his  father  was  deed/  he  brought  him  into  this  lande/  where  in 
ye  no  we  dwell  /  and  he  gave  him  none  inlieritauncc  in  it  /  no 
not  one  fotc  of  groundc.  And  promised  that  he  wolde  geve  it 
to  hym  and  to  hys  seed  after  hym  /  when  as  yet  he  had  no 
divide. 

Coil  vercic  spake  on  thys  wyse  /  thy  seed  shalbe  a  dweller  iu 
a  straungc  londe  /  and  they  shall  put  them  iu  bondage  /  and 
shall  entreate  them  cvyll  .iiij.  c.  yeares.  And  the  nacion  to  whom 
they  shalbe  in  bondage  /  will  1  iudge  (sayde  god)  and  after  that 
shall  they  come  forthc  /  and  serve  me  in  this  place.  And  gave 
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hym  the  testament  of  circumcision  /  and  he  begat  Isaac  /  and 
circumcised  hym  the  viij.  daye  /  and  Isaac  begat  Jacob,  and 
Jacob  die  twelve  patriarkes. 

And  the  patriarkes  bavin  ge  indignacion  sotde  Joseph  into 
Egipte/  and  God  was  wit  hym  and  delivered  hym  out  off  aii  his 
adversites.  and  gave  hym  faveour  and  wisdom  in  the  sight  oil' 
Pharao  kynge  off  Egipte  r  And  Pharao  made  hym  governer  over 
Egipte  /  and  over  all  his  housliolde. 

Then  cam  there  a  derth  over  all  Egipt/  and  Canaan  /  and 
grett  affiiceJon  /  and  our  fathers  founde  no  sustenaunce.  When 
Jacob  heide  that  there  was  corne  in  Egipte  /  he  seat  oure  fathers 
fyret  /  and  when  he  had  sent  them  the  secounde  tyme/  Joseph 
was  koowen  off  his  brethren/  and  Josephs  kynrerl  was  made 
knowne  veto  Pharao.  Thai  sent  Joseph  and  caused  Itrs  father 
to  be  brought  and  all  his  kynne  /  thre  score  and  .xv.  soulcs. 
And  Jacob  descended  into  Egipte  /  and  deyed  bothe  be  and  oure 
fathers/  and  were  translated  into  Sichcm/  and  were  put  in  the 
sepulcre  that  Abraham  bought  for  money  of  the  sonnes  of  Emor  / 
at  Sichem. 

When  the  tyme  off  the  promes  drue  nyc  (which  God  had 
promysed  with  an  othe  to  Abraham)  the  people  grewe  and  mul¬ 
tiplied  in  Egipte  till  another  kynge  arose  which  knewe  oott  off 
Joseph.  The  same  dealte  suttelly  with  oure  kynrcd  /  and  evyll 
intreated  oure  fathers  /  and  made  them  to  cast  aw  aye  their  chyl  - 
dren  /  that  they  shulde  not  remay ne  alyve.  The  same  tyme 
was  Moses  borne  /  and  was  a  propper  childe  in  the  sight  of  God  / 
which  was  norisshed  vp  In  his  fathers  housse  thre  monetlies. 
When  he  was  cast  out  Pharoes  doughter  toke  hym  vp/  and 
norisshed  hym  vp  for  her  awne  sonne.  And  Moses  was  learned 
in  all  manner  on  wisdom  of  the  Egipcians  /  and  was  mighty  in 
dedes  and  in  wordes. 

When  he  was  full  forty  yeare  olde/  it  cam  into  his  hert  to 
visit  his  brethren  /  the  chyidren  off  Tsrahd.  And  when  he  save 
one  off  them  suffre  wronge/  he  defended  hym/  and  avenged  bis 
c^uarell  that  had  the  haime  done  to  hym/  and  smote  the  egipcian. 
For  he  supposed  hys  brethren  wolde  have  vnderstoude  Lowe 
that  God  by  his  hondes  shulde  geve  them  health :  butt  they 
vndcratode  nott. 

And  the  next  daye  he  shewed  hym  silfe  vnto  them  as  they 
strove  /  and  wolde  have  sett  them  atone  agay ne  saynge :  Syrs  ye 
are  brethren  why  hurte  ye  won  another?  but  he  that  did  his 
neghbour  wronge  /  thrust  hym  awaye  sayingu :  Who  made  the 
a  rueiar  and  a  iudge  amonge  vs?  What  wilt  thou  kill  me/  as 
thou  diddest  the  egipcian  yes  ter  daye?  Then  deed  Moses  at 
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that  wordc/  and  was  a  stranger  in  the  londe  off  Madian/  Wliere 
he  begat  two  sonnes. 

When  .xl.  yeares  were  expired/  there  apered  to  hym  in  the 
wildernes  of  tuounte  Sina  the  angcll  off  the  Lorde  in  a  flam  off 
lyre  in  a  busshe.  When  Moses  sawe  itt  he  wondred  at  the  sight/ 
and  drue  neare  to  beholde  it.  And  the  voyce  off  the  Lorde  spake 
vnto  hym :  I  am  the  God  of  thy  fathers/  the  God  of  Abraham/ 
the  God  of  Isaac  and  the  God  off  Jacob.  Moses  trempled  and 
durst  not  beholde.  Then  sayde  the  Lorde  to  hym  Putt  off  thy 
shewes  from  thy  fete  /  for  the  place  where  thou  stondest  is  holy 
groutide.  I  have  perfectly  sene  the  affliccion  off  my  people 
whych  is  in  Egipte  /  and  I  have  herde  theyr  gronynge  /  and  am 
come  doune  to  deliver  them.  And  nowe  come  and  I  will  sendc 
the  into  Egipte. 

The  same  Moses  whom  they  forsoke  saytngc  t  who  made  the 
a  ruelar  and  a  iudge :  God  sent  bothe  a  ruelar  and  a  deliverer  / 
by  the  hondes  of  the  angcll  which  apered  to  hym  in  the  bousshe 
This  man  brought  them  outt  shewynge  wonders  and  signes  in 
Egipte  /  and  in  the  reed  see  /  and  in  the  wilderncs  xl.  yeares. 
This  is  that  Moses  which  sayde  vnto  the  chyldren  oftTsrahell : 
A  prophet  shall  youre  lorde  God  rayse  vp  vnto  you  of  youre 
brethren  lyke  vnto  me  /  hym  shall  ye  heare. 

This  is  he  that  was  in  the  congrcgacion  /  in  the  wilderncs 
with  the  angeil  which  spake  to  him  in  the  monnte  Syna.  And 
with  oure  fathers.  Thys  man  receaved  the  worde  of  lyfe  to  geve 
vnto  vs  /  to  whom  oure  fathers  wolde  not  obeye :  But  cast  it 
from  them  /  and  in  their  hertes  turned  backc  agayne  into  Egypte  / 
savingc  vnto  Aaron :  Make  vs  goddes  to  goo  before  vs.  For 
we  wotc  nott  what  is  be  come  of  this  Moses  that  brought  vs  out 
of  the  londe  off  Egipte.  And  they  made  a  calfe  in  those  dayes  t 
and  offered  sacrifice  vnto  the  ymage  /  and  reioysed  in  the  workes 
of  theyr  awnc  hondes. 

Then  God  turned  hym  ailfe  /  and  gave  them  vp  /  that  they 
shuide  worshipp  the  starres  of  the  skye/  as  it  is  written  in  the 
boke  of  the  prophetes :  0  ye  off  the  housse  off  Israhell :  have  ye 
geven  vnto  me  offcrvnges  or  sacrifice/  by  the  space  off  xl. 
yeares  in  the  wildernes  ?  And  ye  toke  vnto  you  the  tabernacle 
off  Moloch  /  and  the  starre  off  youre  god  Remphan  /  figures 
which  ye  made  to  worshippe  them.  And  1  will  translate  you 
beyonde  Babilon. 

Oure  fathers  had  the  tabernacle  of  testimony  in  wildernes/  as 
he  had  ajroynted  them  speakynge  vnto  Moses  /  that  he  shuldc 
make  it  acordynge  to  the  fassion  that  he  had  sene  /  which  taber- 
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nacle  cure  fathers  receaved/  and  brought  it  in  with  Josue  into 
the  possession  of  the  gen tyls/  which  gentylsgod  d rave  out  befoiv 
the  face  of  oure  fathers  vnto  the  tyrne  of  David/  which  foundo 
favour  before  god  /  and  desired  that,  lie  myght  fyndc  a  tabernacle 
for  the  God  off  Jacob.  And  Solomon  bylt  hym  an  housse. 

But  he  that  is  hyest  of  all  dweleth  not  in  temples  made  with 
hondcs  /  as  sayth  the  prophete :  Heven  is  my  seate  /  and  ertli  is 
my  fote  stole/  what  housse  will  ye  bylde  for  me  sayth  the  lorde  i 
or  what  is  ihy  restyngc  place  f  hatli  nott  my  hondc  made  all 
these  thynges  ? 

Ye  stiffenecked  and  of  vncircumcised  hertes  and  earcs :  ve 
have  all  waye3  resisted  agaynste  the  holy  goost :  as  you  re 
fathers  did/  so  do  ye.  Which  off  the  propheles  have  not  you  re 
fathers  persecuted  ?  And  they  have  slayne  them  /  which  shewed 
before  off  the  commynge  off  that  rust/  whom  ye  have  betrayed 
and  mordred.  And  ye  also  have  receaved  a  (awe  by  the  ordi¬ 
nance  off  angels/  and  have  not  kept  itt. 

When  they  herde  these  thynges/  their  hertes  clove  a  sunder/ 
and  they  gnasshed  on  hym  with  their  tethe.  lie  beynge  f«U 
of  the  holy  goost  loked  up  with  his  eyes  into  heven  and  sawe  the 
maieste  off  God/  and  Jesus  stondynge  on  the  ryght  hondc  of 
god  /  and  sayde  :  loo  /  I  se  the  hevens  open  /  and  the  sonne  off 
man  stonde  on  the  ryght  honde  of  god.  Then  they  gave  a  shutc 
with  a  loude  voyce/  and  stopped  their  eares  and  ranne  apon  hvui 
all  at  once/ and  caste  hym  cutoff  the  cite /and  stoned  hvm. 
And  the  witnesses  layde  doune  their  clothes  atta  yonge  nuumes 
fete  named  Saul.  And  they  stoned  Steven  cauynge  on  and 
sayinge :  Lorde  Jesu  rcceave  my  sprete.  And  he  kneled  doune 
and  cryed  with  a  loude  voyce :  lorde  impute  not  this  synne  vnto 
them  /  For  they  wote  not  what  they  do.  And  when  he  had  thus 
spoken  he  fell  a  slepe . 


Cl bin.  Chapter. 

CAUL  had  pleasure  in  his  deeth.  At  that  tyrne  was  there  a 
grett  persecucion  agaynst  the  eongregacion  which  was  alt 
Jherusalem/  and  they  were  all  scattered  abroade  thorowout  the 
regions  of  Jury  and  Samaria/  except  the  apostles.  Then 
devout  men  dressed  Steven/  and  made  grett  lamentacion  over 
hym.  Saul  made  havockc  off  the  eongregacion  entryngc  into 
every  housse  /  and  drewe  out  bothe  man  and  woman  /  and  thrust 
them  into  preson.  They  that  were  scattered  abroade  went  every 
where  preachyng  the  worde.  Then  cam  Philip  into  a  cite  off 
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Samaria  ami  preached  Christ  vnto  them.  And  the  people  gave 

hede  vnto  those  thynges  whych  Philip  spake  wyth  one  acorde/ 

in  tliatt  thev  herde  and  sawe  the  miracles  which  he  did.  For 

(/ 

vuclcne  spretes  ervinge  with  loude  voyce  cam  out  of  many  which 
were  possessed  off  them/  Many  taken  with  palseys/  and  many 
that  halted  were  healed.  And  there  was  gret  ioye  in  that  cite. 
There  was  u  certayne  man  called  Simon/  which  before  tyme  in 
l  he  same  cite  /  vsed  witche  crafte  and  be  witched  the  people  / 
sayinge  that  he  was  a  man  that  coukle  do  greate  thinges.  Whom 
they  regarded  /  from  the  lest  to  the  grettest  sayinge  :  thys  ys 
that  power  of  god/  which  is  called  grett.  Hym  they  sett  mochc 
by/  because  of  longe  tyme  wyth  sorcery  he  had  deluded  their 
wittes.  As  sone  as  they  beleved  Phiilipcs  preachyngc  off  the 
kvngdomc  off  God  and  off  the  name  of  Jcsu  Christ/  they  were 
baptised  bother  men  and  wemen.  Then  Simon  hym  svlfe  beleved 
and  was  baptised  /  and  continued  with  Phillip/  and  wondered 
beholdynge  the  miracles  and  sigties  /  which  were  shewed. 

When  tlie  Apostles  which  were  at  Jerusalem  herde  sayc  that 
Samaria  had  receaved  the  worde  of  god :  they  sent  vnto  them 
Peter  and  Jhon/  which  when  they  were  come/  prayed  for  them/ 
that  they  myght  reccave  the  holy  goost.  For  as  yet  he  was 
come  on  none  off  them.  Butt  they  were  baptised  only  in  the 
name  off  Christ  Jesu,  Then  layde  they  their  hondes  on  them/ 
and  they  receaved  the  holy  goost 

When  Simon  sawe  thatt  thorowe  layiugc  on  off  the  Apostles 
hondes  on  them  /  the  holy  goost  was  geven :  he  offered  them 
money  sayinge :  Gevc  me  also  this  power/  that  on  whomsoever 
I  lave  hondes/  he  maye  reccave  the  holy  goost.  Then  sayde 
Peter  vnto  hym  :  Perissh  thou  and  thy  money  togedder.  For 
lliou  wencst  that  the  gyftc  of  god  may  be  obteyned  with  money? 
thou  hast  nether  parte  nor  fellishippc  in  this  busines.  For 
thy  hert  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  god.  Repent  therfore  of 
ibis  tliy  wickednes/  and  praye  God  that  the  thought  off  thyne 
Imrt  maye  be  forgeven  the.  For  1  perceave  that  thou  arte  full  of 
bitter  gall/  and  wrapped  in  iniquyte. 

Then  answered  Simon  and  sayde :  Prave  ye  to  the’  lorde  for 
me  that  none  off  these  thynges  whiche  ye  have  spoken  fall  on 
me.  And  they  when  they  had  testified  /and  preached  the  worde 
of  the  lorde  returned  to  Jerusalem  and  preached  the  gospcll  in 
many  cites  of  the  Samaritans. 

The.  angell  of  the  lorde  spake  unto  Phillip  sayinge :  Aryse 
and  goo  towardes  middc  daye  vnto  the  wave  which  leadeth  from 
Jerusalem  vnto  Gaza/  which  is  in  the  desert.  He  arose  and 

205 


dfo.  ctitj.  ©f)$  of  ti)e  UpotftleS. 

went  on  /  and  beholde  a  man  off  ethiopia  which  was  gelded  /  and 
of  grete  auctorite  with  Candace  qune  of  the  ethiopians/  which 
had  the  rule  off  all  her  treasure/  cam  to' Jerusalem  for  to  prayc. 
as  he  returned  home  agayne  sittynge  in  his  charett  he  reddc 
Esay  the  prophet. 

The  sprete  sayde  vnto  Philip :  Goo  neare  and  ioyne  thy  sille 
to  yonder  cliaret.  Philip  ranne  to  hym  /  and  herde  hym  rede 
Esay  the  prophet  and  sayde :  Vnderstondest  thoa  what  thou 
redest?  And  he  sayd  :  how  can  1/  except  I  had  a  gyde  ?  And 
he  desyred  Philip  that  he  wold  come  vp  and  sit  with  hym.  The 
tener  off  the  scripture  which  he  redde  was  this.  He  was  ledde 
as  a  shepc  to  be  slaync :  and  lyke  a  lambe  dom  before  his 
sherer  /  so  openned  he  nott  his  mougth  /  in  that  he  submitted 
hym  silfc/  his  iud gement  was  exalted:  who  shall  declare  his 
generation  ?  for  his  life  is  taken  from  the  erthe.  The  gelded 
man  answered  Philip  and  savde :  I  praye  the  off  whom  speaketh 
the  prophet  this  ?  of  hym  silfe  ?  or  off  some  other  man  ? 

Philip  openned  his  mougth  /  and  began  at  the  same  scripture  / 
and  preached  vnto  hym  Jesus.  And  as  they  went  on  their  wayc  / 
they  cam  vnto  a  certayne  water  /  and  the  gelded  man  sayde : 
Se  here  is  water/  what  shall  lett  me  to  be  baptised  ?  Philip 
sayde  vnto  hym:  Yf  thou  beleve  with  all  thvne  hertz  thou 
mayst.  He  answered  sayingc :  I  beleve  that  Jesus  Christc  is  the 
sonne  of  God  and  commaunded  the  cliaret  to  stonde  still.  And 
they  went  dourie  bothe  into  the  water :  bothe  Philip  and  also 
the  gelded  man.  And  he  baptised  hym.  As  sone  as  they  were 
come  out  off  the  water  the  sprete  off  the  lorde  caught  Philip, 
And  the  gelded  man  sawe  hym  no  moore.  And  he  went  on  his 
wave  reioysynge :  butt  Philip  was  founde  at  Azotus.  And  he 
walked  thorowe  out  the  countre  preachyngc  in  their  cites/  till 
he  cam  to  Cesarea. 


Cf>e  tjr.  Chapter. 

CAUL  yet  brethynge  out  threatnynges  and  slaughter  agaynst 
^  the  disciples  of  the  lorde/  went  vnto  the  hye  preste/  and  de¬ 
sired  of  hym  letters  to  damascon  /  to  the  sinagoges ;  that  yf  be 
founde  eny  of  this  waye  whether  they  wer  men  or  wemen/  he 
myght  brynge  them  bounde  vnto  Jerusalem.  As  he  went  on  his 
iorney/  hit  fortuned  that  he  drue  neyeto  damascon  /  and  sodenly 
there  shyned  rounde  about  hym  a  lyght  from  heven.  And  he 
fell  to  the  erth/  and  herde  a  voycc  sayngc  to  him :  Saul/  Saul/ 
why  persecutest  thou  me  ?  And  lie  sayde  what  arte  thou  Lorde  ? 
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The  lorde  sayd/  I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest/  itshalbe 
liarde  for  the  to  kycke  against  the  pricke.  He  bothe  trem- 
hlyuge  and  astonyed  sayde :  Lorde  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do  ?  And  the  lorde  sayde  vnto  hym :  A  ryse  and  goo  into  the 
cite/  aud  ytt  slmlbe  tolde  the  what  thou  shalt  do. 

rite  men  which  acompanyed  him  on  his  waye  stodc  amased  / 
tor  they  herde  a  voyce/  butt  sawe  no  man.  Saul  arose  from  the 
erth  /  and  when  he  had  openned  his  eyes  he  sawe  noo  man. 
Then  ledde  they  hym  by  the  honde/  and  brought  him  into  da- 
nmscon.  Aud  he  was  iij.  dayes  wyth  out  sight  /  and  nether  ate 
nor  dranke. 

There. was  a  ccrtayne  disciple  att  Damascon  named  ananias/ 
to  hym  spake  the  lorde  in  a  vision  :  Ananias.  And  he  sayde  : 
I  am  here  lorde.  And  the  lorde  sayde  vnto  hym  :  arvse  and 
goo  into  the  strete  wliych  ys  called  strayght/  and  seke  in  the 
housse  off  Judas  after  one  called  Saul  of  the  cite  of  Tharsus. 
For  beholdc  lie  praycth  /  and  hath  sene  in  a  vision  a  man  named 
Ananias  commynge  in  vnto  hym/  And  puttynge  hys  hondes 
tin  hym/  thatt  he  myght  receave  his  sight. 

Ananias  answered:  Lorde  I  have  herde  by  many  off  thys 
man  /  howc  moclie  hurte  he  hath  done  to  thy  sanctcs  att  J hem- 
sal  em/  and  in  thys  place  he  hath  auctorite  off  the  hye  prestes  to 
hynde  all  that  call  on  thy  name.  The  lorde  sayde  vnto  him  : 
Goo  thy  wayes  :  for  he  is  a  chosen  vessel!  vnto  me  /  to  beare  my 
name  before  the  pentyls/  and  kynges/  and  the  chyldren  off 
israhel.  For  I  wyll  shewc  hym  howe  grett  thynges  he  must 
suffer  for  my  names  sake. 

Ananyas  went  hys  waye  and  entryd  into  the  housse  and  putt 
his  hondes  on  hym  and  sayde  :  brother  Saul  the  lorde  that  ap- 
peryd  vnto  the  in  the  waye  as  thou  camst  /  sent  me  vnto  the/  that 
thou  myghtest  veccvc  thy  sight  and  be  filled  with  the  holy  goost. 
And  immcdiatly  there  fell  from  his  eyes  as  ytt  had  bene  scales 
and  he  receaved  his  sight/  and  arose  and  was  baptised.  And 
reecaved  meate  and  was  comforted. 

Then  was  Saul  a  certayne  dayes  wyth  the  disciples  which 
wer  at  Damascon.  And  streight  waye  he  preached  Christ  in  the 
Siuagoges  howe  that  he  was  the  sonne  off  God.  All  that  herde 
hvtn  wer  amased  and  sayde :  ys  nott  this  he  that  spoylled  them 
whveh  called  on  this  name  in  Jerusalem  ?  And  cam  hydder  for 
(he  entent  that  he  shulde  bryngc  them  bounde  vnto  the  hye 
prestes?  Saule  cncrcused  in  strengthe/  And  confounded  the 
iewes  which  dweltc  at  damascon  affinninge  that  this  was  very 
Christ. 
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After  a  good  while/  the  iewes  toke  counsell  amonge  them¬ 
selves  to  kyll  him.  But.  there  awayte  wer  knowen  of  Saul. 
And  they  watched  att  the  gates  daye  and  nyglit  to  kyll  hym. 
Then  the  disciples  tokc  hym  by  nyght/  and  putt  hym  thorowe 
the  wall  and  lett  hym  doune  in  a  basket. 

When  Saul  cam  to  Jerusalem  he  assavde  to  coplc  hym  silfe 
with  the  apostles/  and  they  wer  all  afrayde  of  hym  and  beleved 
not  that  ne  was  a  disciple.  But  Bern  abas  toke  hym  and 
brought  hym  to  the  apostles  and  tolde  them  liowe  he  had  sene 
the  lordc  in  the  waye  and  had  spoken  wyth  hym  :  and  how  he 
had  done  boldelv  at  damascon  in  the  name  off  Jesu/  And  he 
had  his  conversacion  with  them  att  Jherusalem/  and  quitt  hym 
silfe  boldly  in  the  name  off  the  lorde  Jesu.  And  he  spake  and 
disputed  wyth  the  grekes  and  they  went  aboute  to  slee  hym. 
When  the  brethren  knew  of  that/  they  brought  hym  to  eesarea/ 
and  sent  hym  forth  to  tharsus.  Then  had  the.  congregations 
rest  thorowoute  all  iewry  and  galile  and  samary/  and  wer  edi¬ 
fied/  and  walked  in  the  feare  of  the  lorde/  And  multiplied  by 
the  comforte  of  the  holy  gost. 

Hit  chaunsed  that  as  Peter  walked  thronghoute  all  quarters/ 
he  cam  to  the  sainctes  which  dwelt  at  lvdda  and  there  he  founde 
a  certainc  man  namyd  Eneas/  whych  had  kepte  hys  bed  viij. 
yere  sickeof  the  palsey.  Then  saydo  Peter  vnto  hym  :  Kurus/ 
the  lorde  Jesus  Christ  make  the  whole.  Aryse  and  make  thy 
beed.  And  he  arose  immedyatly.  And  all  that  dwelt  at  lvdda 
and  assaron/  sawc  hym/  and  tourned  to  the  lorde. 

Ther  was  at  Joppa  a  certayne  woman  (which  was  a  disciple 
named  Tabitha/  which  by  intcrpretacion  is  called  iloreas)  she 
was  full  off  good  warkes  and  almes  dedes/  which  she  did.  Hit 
channsed  in  those  tlayes  thatt  she  was  sicke  and  dyed.  When 
they  had  wesshed  her  and  layd  her  in  a  chamber :  Be  cause 
iydda  was  nye  too  Joppa/  and  the  disciples  had  herde  that.. 
Peter  was  there  /  they  sent  vnto  hym  /  desyrynge  him  that  he 
wolde  not  be  greved  to  come  vnto  them. 

Peter  arose  and  cam  with  them :  when  lie  was  come  they 
brought  hym  in  to  the  chamber/  and  all  the  widdoos  stode 
rounde  aboute  hym  wepynge  and  shewynge  the  coottes  and 
garmentes  whych  dorcas  made  whill  she  was  with  them.  Peter 
putt  them  all  forth  and  kneled  doune  and  prayde  and  turned 
hym  to  the  body/  and  sayde  :  Tabitha  arysc.  She  opened  her 
eyes /  and  when  she  sawe  Peter  she  sat  vppe/  And  he  gave  her 
his  honde  and  lyft  her  vppe  /  and  called  the  sainctes  and.  wyd- 
dooes  and  shewed  her  alyve.  And  hit  was  knowne  throwout  all 
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Joppa/  and  many  beleved  on  the  lorde.  And  hit  fortuned  that 
he  taryed  many  days  in  Joppa  with  one  Simon  a  tanner. 

Eije  y.  Chapter. 

T  HERE  was  a  cert  ay  ne  man  in  Cesarea  called  Co  rnelius  /  a  cap- 
taine  of  the  soudyers  of  ytaly/  a  devoute  man/  and  won  that 
feared  God  with  ail  his  houssolde/  which  save  moche  almes  to 
the  people/  and  prayde  God  alwave.  The  same  man  sawe  in 
a  vysion  evvdently  aboute  the  nyntlie  houre  of  the  daye  the 
angell  of  god  commynge  in  vnto  nym/  and  sayinge  vnto  hym : 
Cornelius,  when  he  Joked  on  hym  /  he  was  afray de  /  and  sa  yde : 
what  is  it  lorde  ?  He  suyde  vnto  hym :  Thy  prayers  and  thy 
almeses  ar  come  vppe  in  to  remembraunce  in  tlie  presence  of  God. 
And  nowe  sende  men  to  Joppa/  and  call  for  one  Simon  named 
also  Peter,  he  lodgeth  with  won  Simon  a  tanner/  whose  housse 
is  by  the  see  syde.  He  shall  tell  the  /  what  thou  oughtest  to  doo. 
When  the  angelt  which  spake  vnto  Cornelius  was  departed/  he 
called  two  of  his  housholde/  and  a  devoute  soudier  off  them  thatt 
way  ted  on  hym/  to  whom  he  tolde  all  the  mater/  and  sent  them 
to  Joppa. 

On  the  morowe  as  they  went  on  their  iomey  and  drewe  nye 
vnto  the  cite/  Peter  went  vppe  in  to  the  vpermost  parte  of  the 
housse  to  praye/  aboute  the  vj.  houre.  Then  wexed  he  an 
hongred  /  and  wolde  have  eaten,  whill  they  made  redy  for  hym 
lie  fell  into  a  traunce/  and  sawe  heven  openned/  and  a  certayne 
vessell  come  doune  vnto  hym/  as  it  had  bene  a  greate  shete/ 
knytt  at  the  iiij.  corners/  and  was  lett  doune  to  the  erth/  where 
in  wer  all  maner  of  iiij.  foted  beastes  of  the  erth  and  vermen  and 
wormes/  and  foules  off  the  ayer.  And  a  voyce  spake  vnto  hym 
from  heven :  Ryse  Peter  Kyll  and  eate.  Peter  sayde :  God 
forbyd  lorde/  for  I  have  never  eaten  eny  thynge  that  is  commen 
or  vnclene.  And  the  voyce  spake  vnto  hym  agayne  the  seconde 
tyme:  What  God  had  clensed  thatt  make  thou  not  commen. 
This  was  doune  thrysc  And  the  vessell  was  receaved  vppe  agayne 
into  heven. 

Whyie  Peter  mused  in  hym  silfe  what  this  vision  which  lie 
had  sene  meant/  beholde  /  the  men  which  were  sent  from  Cor¬ 
nelius/  had  made  inquyrance  for  Simons  housse/  and  stode  befor 
the  (lore.  And  called  outc  won  and  axed  whether  Simon  which 
was  also  called  Peter/  were  lodged  there.  Whyll  Peter  thought 
on  this  vysion/  the  sprete  sayde  vnto  hym :  Loo/  men  seke  the. 
a  ryse  therforc/  get  the  doune/  and  goo  with  them/  and  doute 

r  209 


JPo.  tbj,  Cfje  of  tf)t 

not.  For  I  have  sent  them.  Peter  went  dounc  to  the  men 
which  were  sent  vnlo  hym  from  Cornelius/  and  sayde :  Loo/  I 
am  he  /  whom  ye  seke.  what  is  the  cause  wherfore  ye  are  come  ? 
They  sayde  vnto  hym :  Cornelius  the  eaptayne  a  iuste  man/  and 
won  that  feareth  God  /  and  off  good  reporte  amonge  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  iewes  was  warned  by  an  holy  angell  /  to  sende  for  the 
in  to  his  liousse  /  and  to  heare  wordes  of  the.  Then  called  he 
them  in/  and  lodged  them. 

On  the  morowe  Peter  went  with  them  /  and  ccrtayne  brethren 
from  Joppa  accompanyed  hym.  And  the  thyrdc  daye  entred 
they  into  Cesaria.  Cornelius  wayted  for  them/  and  had  called 
to  gedder  his  kynsmen/  and  spceiall  frendes.  And  as  it 
chaunsed  Peter  to  come  in  /  Cornelius  met  hym/  and  fell  dounc 
at  his  fete/  and  worshipped  hym.  Peter  tokc  hym  vppe/  say- 
inge :  Evyn  I  my  silfe  am  a  man.  And  as  he  talked  with  hym 
he  cam  in/  and  founde  many  that  were  come  to  gedder/  And 
he  sayde  vnto  them :  Ye  dooe  knowe  howe  thatt  hytt  ys  an  vn- 
lawefull  thynge  for  a  man  beynge  a  iewe  to  company  or  come  vn 
to  an  alient :  But  god  hath  shewed  me  that  I  shulde  not  call  eny 
man  commen  or  vnclene :  therfore  cam  I  vnto  you  with  outen 
scruple  /  as  sone  as  I  wr&s  sent  for.  I  axe  you  therfore :  for  what 
intend  /  have  ve  sent  for  me  ? 

And  Cornelius  sayde:  This  daye  nowe  .iiij.  dayes  I  fasted/ 
and  at  the  nynthe  houre  I  prayde  in  my  bousse  /  and  beholde  / 
a  man  stode  before  me  in  bright  elothynge/  and  sayde:  Cor¬ 
nelius/  thy  prayer  is  herde/  and  thyn  almes  dedes  arc  had  in 
remembraunce  in  the  sight  of  God.  sende  therfore  to  Joppa  /  onJ- 
call  for  Simon  which  is  also  called  Peter.  He  is  lodged  in  the 
housse  off  won  Simon  a  tanner  by  the  see  syde/  the  which  as 
sone  as  he  is  come/  shall  speake  vnto  the.  Then  sent  I  for  the 
immedtatly/  and  thou  bast  well  done  for  to  come.  Nowe  are 
we  all  here/  present  before  god  to  heare  all  thynges  that  are 
commaunded  vnto  the  of  God. 

Peter  opened  his  mought  and  sayde :  Of  a  tructh  1  perseave  / 
that  God  is  not  parciali/  but  in  all  people  he  that  feareth  hym 
and  worketh  rightewesnes  /  is  accepted  with  hym. 

Ye  knowe  the  preachynge  that  God  sent  vnto  the  chyldren  off 
Israhell/  preachynge  them  peace  by  Jesus  Christe  (which  is  lorde 
over  all  thynges)  which  preachynge  was  published  thorow  oute 
all  iewery/  and  began  in  galile/  after  the  baptim  preached  by 
Jhon/  After  thatt  God  had  annoynted  Jesus  off  Nazareth  with 
the  holy  goost/  and  with  power/  he  went  aboute  doinge  goode/ 
and  healynge  all  that  were  oppressed  with  dyvles/  for  God  was 
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with  hym.  And  we  are  witnesses  off  all  thyngcs  which  he  did 
in  the  londe  of  the  iewes  and  at  Jerusalem  /  whom  they  slew  / 
and  houngfc  on  tree.  Hym  God  revsed  vppe  the  thyrde  daye/ 
and  shewed  hym  openly/  not  to  all  the  people/  butt  vnto  vs 
witnesses  chosyn  before  off  God/  which  ate  and  dronke  with 
hvm/  after  he  arose  frome  deeth.  And  he  commaunded  vs  to 
preache  vnto  the  people  and  to  testifie/  that  it  is  he  that  is 
ordened  of  God  a  nidge  off  quyeke  and  deed.  To  hym  geveth 
al!  the  prophetes  witnes/  that  throwe  his  name  shall  receave 
remission  of  synnes  all  that  beleve  in  hym. 

While  Peter  yet  spake  these  wordes  /  the  holy  gost  fell  on  all 
them  which  herde  his  preachynge  And  they  of  the  circumcision 
which  beleved  were  astonyed/  as  many  as  cam  with  Peter/  be* 
cause  that  on  the  gentyls  also  was  sheed  outc  the  gyfte  of  the 
holy  gost.  For  they  herde  them  speake  with  tonges/  and  mag¬ 
nify  God,  Then  answered  Peter:  can  eny  man  forbyd  water 
that  these  sliulde  not  be  baptised  /  which  have  reccaved  the  holy 
gost  as  well  as  we  ?  And  he  commaunded  them  to  be  baptised 
in  the  name  of  the  lorde.  Then  prayde  they  hym/  to  tary  a 
feawe  dayes. 


jrj.  Chapter. 

XX  IT  cam  to  the  eares  of  the  opostles  and  brethren  which  were 
in  iewry/  that  the  hethen  also  had  receaved  the  worde  of 
God.  When  Peter  was  come  vppe  to  Jerusalem  /  they  off  the 
circumcysion  disputed  wyth  hym  /  sayinge ;  Thou  wentest  in 
vnto  men  vucircumcised/  and  arest  with  them. 

Peter  began  and  expounde  the  thynge  in  order  to  them  saynge ; 
1  was  in  the  cite  of  Joppa  prayinge/  and  in  a  traunce  I  sawe  a 
vision/  A  certen  vessell  descende  as  it  had  bene  a  large  lynnyn 
clothe/  lett  doune  from  hevyn  by  the  fower  corners/  And  hit  cam 
to  me :  into  the  which  when  I  hade  fastened  myn  eyes  I  con- 
sydered  and  sawe  fowere  foted  beastes  off  die  erth/  and  vermen 
and  wormes/  and  foules  off  the  ayer.  I  herde  also  a  voyce/ 
sayinge/  vnto  me:  Arise  Peter/  slcy  and  eate.  And  I  sayd: 
God  forbyd  lorde/  for  nothynge  comen  or  vnclene  hath  att  eny 
tyme  eutied  into  my  rnought.  The  voyce  answered  me  agaync 
from  hcven  count  not  thou  those  thynges  comen  /  which  God  hath 
denser!.  And  this  was  done  threy  tymes.  And  all  were  takyn 
vppe  agayne  into  hcven. 

And  bcholde  immediatly  wer  thre  men  come  vnto  the  housse 
where  I  was/  sent  from  Cesarea  vnto  me.  And  the  sprete  sayde 
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vnto  me/  that  I  shuttle  goo  with  them/  with  out  douliuge. 
mo  rover  these  sixe  brethren  accompanyed  me.  And  we  entred 
into  the  mans  housse.  and  he  shewed  us/  how  he  had  sene 
an  angell  in  his  housse  /  which  stod  and  sayde  to  hym :  Send 
men  to  Joppa/  and  call  for  Symort/  named  also  Peter  he  shall 
tell  the  wordes/  wher  by  both  thou  and  all  thyn  housse  shalbe 
saved.  As  I  began  to  preach/  the  holy  goost  tell  on  them  /  as 
he  dyd  on  vs  at  the  begynnynge.  Then  cam  to  my  remem- 
braunce  the  wordes  of  the  lorde/  howe  be  sayde :  Jhon  verily 
baptised  with  wathcr/  butt  ye  shalbe  baptised  with  the  holy 
goost.  For  as  moche  then  as  God  gave  them  lyke  gif'tes  /  as 
he  dyd  vnto  us/  when  wc  bdeved  on  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ: 

.  what  was  I  that  1  shulde  have  withstou  de  God  ?  when  they 
herde  this/  they  helde  their  peace  and  gloryfied  God/  sayngc  : 
Then  hath  God  also  to  the  gentyiles  gran n ted  repentaunce  unto 
lyfc.  . 

The  which  were  scattryd  abroade  thorowe  the  afflieelou  that 
arose  aboutc  steven/  walked  thorowe  oute  tyll  they  cam  vnto 
Phenices  and  Cypers  and  Antioche/  preacliynge  the  worde 
to  no  man/  butt  vnto  the  iewes  only.  Some  off  them  were  men  off 
Cypers  and  off  Syrene/  which  when  they  were  come  into  An¬ 
tioche/  spake  vnto  the  grekes/and  preached  the  lorde  Jesus. 
And  the  hondc  off  the  Lorde  was  with  them  /  and  a  greate  nom- 
bre  beleved  and  turned  vnto  the  lorde. 

Tydyngesotf  this  cam  vnto  the  eares  off  the  congrcgacion  / 
which  was  in  Jerusalem/  and  they  sente  forth  Barnabas  thatt  be 
sbulde  goo  vnto  Antioche.  Which  when  he  was  come/  and 
had  sene  the  grace  off  the  lorde/  was  glad/  and  exhorted  them 
all/  thatt  with  purpose  off  hertt  they  wolde  continually  cleave 
vnto  the  lorde.  For  he  was  a  perfaictc  man/  and  full  of  the 
holy  goost  and  off  faithe.  And  moche  people  was  added  vnto 
the  lorde.  Then  departed  Barnabas  to  Tarsus/  for  to  seke 
Saul  /and  when  he  had  founde  him/ he  brought  him  vnto  An¬ 
tioche.  Yt  cliaunsed  thatt  a  whole  yere  they  had  their  conver- 
sacion  with  the  congregacion  there/  and  taught  moche  people  in 
somoche  thatt  the  disciples  off  Antioche  wer  the  fyrst  that  wer 
called  Christen. 

In  those  dayes  cam  prophetes  from  Jerusalem  vnto  Antioche/ 

Ther  stode  vppe  won  off  them  named  Agabus/  and  signified  by 

the  sprete/  that  there  shulde  be  grett  derth  throughout  all  the 

worlae  /  which  cam  tu  passe  in  the  emproure  claudius  dayes. 

Then  the  disciples  every  man  accordinge  to  his  habilitc  /  purposed 

to  sende  socour  vnto  the  brethren  which  dwelt  in  iewrv/  wlivch 
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thynge  they  also  did  t  and  sent  it  to  the  seniours/  by  the  hondes 
of  Barnabas  and  Saul. 


€3)t  jrtj.  Chapter. 

TN  that  tyme  Herod e  the  kynge  layed  hondes  on  certayne  of 
the  congregation  /  to  vexe  them.  He  kylled  James  the  bro¬ 
ther  off  Jhon  with  a  swerde  :  and  be  cause  he  sawe  that  it  pleased 
the  iewes  >  he  preceded  forther/  to  take  Peter  also.  Then  wer 
the  dayes  of  vnlevended  breed/  and  when  he  had  caught  him/ 
he  put  hym  in  preson/ and  delyvered  hym  to  iiij.  quaternions  off 
soudiers  to  be  kcpte/  entendynge  after  ester  to  brynge  hym 
forth  to  the  people.  Then  was  Peter  kepte  in  preson.  But  prayer 
was  made  with  out  ceasynge  off  the  congregation  vnto  god  for 
hym.  When  herod  woide  have  brought  hym  oute  vnto  the 
people/  the  same  nyght  slepte  Peter  bitwene  ij.  soudiers/ 
bounde  witli  two  chaynes/  And  the  kepers  before  the  dore  kepte 
the  preson. 

And  beholde  the  angell  off  the  lord  was  there  present/  and  a 
light  shyned  in  the  lodge.  And  he  smote  Peter  on  the  syde/ 
and  steryd  him  vppe  sayinge:  aryse  vppe  quycly.  And  the 
cheynes  fell  of  from  his  hondes.  and  the  angell  sayd  vnto 
him :  gyrde  thy  silfe  and  bynde  on  thy  sandalles/  And  so  he 
dyd.  And  he  sayde  vnto  hym:  cast  on  thy  mantle  aboute  the/ 
and  folowe  me.  And  he  cam  oute  and  folowed  him/  and  wist 
not/  that  it  was  truth  which  was  done  by  the  angell/  butt 
thought  he  had  sene  a  vision .  When  they  were  past  the  fyrst 
and  the  seconde  watche/  they  cam  vnto  the  yeron  gate/  tnatt 
ledeth  vnto  the  cite  /  which  opened  to  them  by  his  awne  accorde. 
And  they  went  oute  and  passed  thorowe  won  stret/  and  by  and 
by  the  angell  departed  from  hym. 

And  when  Peter  was  come  to  hym  silfe  /  he  sayde :  nowe  I 
knowe  off  a  surety/  that  the  lordc  hath  sent  his  angell/  and 
hath  delyvered  me  from  the  honde  off  Herode  /  and  from  all  the 
way tynge  fore  of  the  people  of  the  iewes.  A  nd  as  he  consydred 
the  tliynge/  he  came  to  the  housse  of  Mary  the  mother  of  one 
Jhon/  which  was  called  marke  also/  where  many  were  gaddered 
to  gedder  in  prayer.  As  Peter  knocked  at  the  entry  dore/  a 
damscll  cam  forth  to  herken/  named  Rhode.  And  when  she 
knewe  Peters  voyce/  she  opened  nott  the  entry  for  gladnes/ 
but  ran.  in  and  told  howe  Peter  stode  before  the  entrey.  And 
they  sayd  vnto  her :  thou  arte  mad.  and  she  bare  them  doune 
that  hit  was  even  so.  Then  sayde  they  :  it  is  hys  angell.  Peter 
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contynucd  knockynge.  When  they  had  openned  the  dore/  and 
save  him/  they  were  astonyd.  He  bekened  vnto  them  with 
his  honde  to  holde  their  peace  /  and  tolde  them  by  what  meanes 
the  lorde  had  brought  hym  oute  of  preson.  And  sayde :  goo 
shewe  thys  vnto  James  and  to  the  brethren.  And  he  departed 
and  went  into  a  nother  place. 

As  sone  as  ytt  was  daye  there  was  not  ly tell  a  doo  amonge  the 
soudiers  /  what  was  becum  off  Peter.  When  Herode  had  called 
for  hym/  and  founde  him  not/  he  examyned  the  kepers/  and 
comaunded  to  departe.  And  he  descended  from  Jewry  to 
Cesarea/  and  there  abode.  Herode  was  displeased  with  them 
off  Tyre  and  Sydon,  And  they  cam  all  at  once  /  and  made 
intercession  vnto  blastus  the  kynges  chamberlein/  and  desired 
peace  /  because  their  countrey  was  norysshed  be  the  kynges  londe. 
Apon  a  daye  apoynted/  the  kynge  arayed  hym  in  royal!  apparell  t 
and  set  hym  in  his  seate  /  and  made  an  oracion  vnto  them.  And 
the  people  gave  a  shute  /  savioge:  It  is  the  voyce  of  a  god  and 
not  of  a  man.  And  immediatly  the  angell  of  the  lorde  smote 
him  /  be  cause  he  gave  not  God  the  honoure/  and  he  was  eatyn 
of  wormes/  and  gave  vppe  the  goost. 

The  worde  off  God  grewe  and  multiplied.  And  Barnabas 
and  Saul  returned  to  Jerusalem  /  and  fulfilled  their  office/  and 
toke  with  them  Jhon  /  which  was  also  called  Marcus. 


Cfjt  yuj.  CfjupUr. 

T^HERE  were  at  antioche/  in  the  congregacion  /  prophetes 
A  anddoctours/  as  Barnabas  and  Symon/  called  Nygcr/  And 
lucius  of  cerene/  and  Manahen  Herode  thetetrarkes  norsfelowe/ 
and  Saul.  As  they  served  God/  and  fasted/  The  holy  gost 
sayd :  seperat  me  Barnabas  and  Saul/  for  the  workc  where 
vnto  I  have  called  them.  Then  fasted  they  and  prayed  /  and 
put  their  hondes  on  them  /  and  let  them  goo.  And  they  after 
they  were  sent  of  the  holy  gost/  cam  vnto  seleutia/  ana  from 
thence  they  sayled  to  Cyprus.  And  when  they  wer  come  to 
salomine/  they  shewed  the  worde  off  god  in  the  sinagoges /  vnto 
the  iewes.  And  they  had  Jhon  to  their  minister. 

When  they  had  gone  over  all  the  yle  vnto  the  cite  of  Paphos/ 
they  founde  a  certayne  sorserer/  a  falce  prophet  which  was  a 
iewe/  named  Bariesu/  which  was  with  the  ruelev  off  the  countre 
won  Sergius  Paulus  a  prudent  man.  the  same  ruler  called  vnto 
hym  Barnabas  and  Saul  /  and  desired  to  hearc  the  worde  of  god 
The  Sorserar  Elemas  (for  so  was  his  name  by  interpretation) 
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with  stode  them/  and  sought  to  turne  awaye  the  rueler  from  the 
faith.  Then  Saule  which  also  is  called  Paul  beinge  full  off  the 
holy  goost/  set  hys  eyes  oa  hym/  and  sayde:  O  full  off  all 
sutclte  and  disseytfulnes  the  cnylde  off  the  devyll/  and  the 
enemyc  of  all  righteousnes  thou  ceasest  not  to  pervert  the  strayght 
waves  off’  the  lorde.  And  nowe  bcholde  the  honde  off  the  lorde 
is  upon  the/  and  thou  slialt  be  bunde  and  not  se  the  sunne  for 
a  season/  And  imraediatly  fell  on  hym  a  rayste  and  a  darknes/ 
And  he  went  about  sekynge/  them  that  shulde  leade  hym  by  the 
Iiynde.  Then  the  rueler  wlten  he  sawe  what  had  hapened/ 
beleved/  and  wondred  at  the  doctryne  of  tlie  lorde. 

When  Paule  and  they  that  were  with  hym  /  had  sltypped  from 
Paphu  s  /  they  cam  to  Perga  a  cite  of  Pamphilia.  There  departed 
Jhou  from  them  /  and  returned  to  Jerusalem.'  Butt  they  wandred 
thorowe  the  counties/  from  Perga  to  Antioche  a  cite  in  the 
con  litre  of  Pisidia/  and  went  in  to  the  synagoge  on  the  saboth 

duve/  and  sate  doune.  After  the  lectur  of  the  lawe  and  the 
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ptoplictes/  the  ruelers  of  the  synagoge  sent  vnto  them  saynge : 
Ye  men  and  brethren/  yf  ye  nave  eny  sermon  to  exhorte  the 
people  t  say  on 

Paul  stode  vppe  and  beckcned  with  his  honde  and  sayde: 
Men  off  Israhel/  and  ye  that  feare  God  /  geve  audience.  The 
God  off  this  people  chose  oure  fathers/  and  exalted  the  people/ 
when  they  dwelt  as  straungers  in  the  londe  of  Egypt/  and  with 
a  mighty" arme  brought  them  outt  off  it/  and  aboute  the  tyme 
off  ,xl.  veares  suffred  he  their  maners  in  the  wilderues.  And 
destroyed  vij .  nacions  in  the  londe  of  Canaan/  and  devided  their 
londe  to  them  by  Lott.  And  afterwarde  he  gave  vnto  them 
judges  aboute  the  space  of.iiij  c.  and  .1.  ycres  vnto  the  tyme  off 
Samuel  the  prophet  And  after  that  they  desyred  a  kynge  /  and 
God  gave  vnto  them  Saul  the  sonne  off  Cis/  a  man  off  the 
tribe  of  Beniamin  /  by  the  space  off  xl.  yeres.  And  after  he  had 
putt  hym  doune/  he  set  vppe  David  to  be  their  kynge/  to  whome 
he  gave  witnes  /  saynge:  1  have  founde  David  the  sonne  of 
Jesse/  a  man  after  mync  awne  hertz  he  he  shall  fulfyll  all  my 
will. 

Of  this  manes  sedc  hath  God  (according  to  his  promes) 
brought  forth  to  the  people  off  Israel  a  savour/  won  Jesus/ 
when  Jhon  had  fyrst  preached  before  his  commynge  the  baptim 
ofi'repentaunce  to  Israhel.  When  Jhon  had  fulfylled  his  course/ 
he  sayde:  Whome  ye  thynke  that  I  am?  the  same  am  I  not/ 
but  beholde  there  cometh  won  after  me  /  whose  sliewes  of  his  fete 
1  am  not  worthy  to  lose. 
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Ye  men  and  brethren/  childeren  off  the  generacion  of  Abra¬ 
ham/  and  whosoever  amonge  you  feareth  God  /  to  you  is  this 
worde  of  heith  sent.  The '  in  habit  ers  of  Jerusalem/  and  their 
ruelers  because  they  knewe  hym  nott/  nor  yet  the  voyces  of  the 
prophetes  which  are  redde  every  saboth  day  /have  fulfylled  them 
in  condempnynge  hym  And  when  they  founde  no  cause  of  deeth 
in  hym  /  yet  desired  they  Pilate  to  kyll  him.  And  when  they  had 
fulfylled  all  that  were  written  of  hym/  they  toke  hym  doune  from 
the  tree  and  putt  him  in  a  sepulcre  :  But  God  raysed  him  agavnc 
from  deeth  /  and  he  was  sene  many  dayes  of  them/  which  cam 
with  hym  from  galile  to  Jerusalem  which  are  his  witnesses  vnto 
the  people. 

And  we  declare  vnto  you/  howe  that  the  promes  made  vnto 
the  fathers  /  god  hath  nowe  fulfylled  vnto  vs  the  children  /  iu  that 
he  reysed  vppe  Jesus  agayne/  even  as  it  is  written  in  the  fyrste 
psalroe  :  Thou  arte  my  sonne/  this  same  daye  begat  I  the.  As 
concernynge  that  he  so  reysed  liym  vppe  from  deeth  /  nowc  no 
more  to  returne  to  corrupcton  /  he  sayd  on  this  wyse :  The  holy 
promyses  made  to  David  I  will  kepe  faithfully.  Wherfore  he 
saith  also  in  another  place :  Thou  shallt  not  soffre  thy  saincte  to 
se  cornipcion.  For  David  after  he  had  in  his  tyme  fulfilled  the 
will  of  god  /  he  slepte/  and  was  layd  with  hys  fathers/  and  sawe 
corrupcion.  Butt  he  whom  god  reysed  agayne/  sawe  no  cor- 
rupcion. 

Be  hit  knowne  vnto  you  therfore  ye  men  and  brethren  /  that 
thorowe  this  man  is  preached,  vnto  you  the  forgevenes  of  sinnes  / 
And  by  him  are  all  that  beleve  iustified  from  all  thynges  from 
the  which  ye  coulde  nott  be  iustified  by  the  lawe  off  Moses.  Be 
ware  therfore  lest  that  fell  on  you  /  which  b  spoken  off  in  the 
prophetes  :  Beholde  ye  despisers/  and  wonder  /  and  perish e  ye : 
for  I  do  a  worke  in  youre  dayes/  which  ye  shall  not  bclcve/  yf  a 
man  woldc  declare  it  you. 

When  the  Jewes  wer  gone  oute  of  the  Sinagog  /  the  gentyls 
besought  them  that  they  wolde  preache  the  worde  of  god  to 
them  bitwene  the  saboth  dayes.  When  the  congregacion  was 
broken  vppe/  many  of  the  iewes  and  vcrtcous  prosclites  folowed 
Paul  and  Barnabas  /  which  spake  to  them  and  exhorted  them  to 
continue  in  the  grace  off  God.  And  the  nexte  saboth  daye  cam 
Almoste  the  whole  cite  to  gedder  to  heare  the  worde  off  God . 
When  the  iewes  sawe  the  people/  they  were  full  off  indignacion 
and  spake  agaynst  those  thinges  which  wer  spoken  off  Paul  / 
They  spake  agaynst  it/  and  dispraysed  it  /  raylinge  on  it.  Then 
Paul  and  Barnabas  wexed  bolde/  and  sayde  :  it  was  mete  that 
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the  worde  off  God  shulde  fyrst  have  bene  preached  to  you  /  Butt 
seinge  ye  putt  it  from  you  /  and  ihynke  youre  selfes  onworthy  off 
everlastynge  lyfe/  loo/  we  toume  to  the  gentyls.  For  so  nath 
the  lorde  commaunded  vs:  1  have  made  the  a  lyght  to  tlic 
gentvls/  that  thou  be  hdth  vnto  the  ende  of  the  worlde. 

rl'fie  gentyls  herde/  and  were  glad  and  glorified  the  worde  of 
the  lorde/  and  beleved  even  as  many  as  wer  ordened  vnto  eter¬ 
nal!  lyfe.  And  the  worde  off  the  lorde  was  puplisshed  thorowc 
oute  all  the  region.  Butt  the  iewes  moved  the  worshypfull  and 
honorable  wemen/  and  the  cliefe  men  of  the  cite.  And  reysed 
persecueion  agaynst  Paul  and  Barnabas  /  And  expelled  them  oute 
of}'  their  costes.  But  they  shuke  of  the  duste  of  their  fete 
agaynst  them/  and  cam  vnto  Iconium.  And  the  disciples  wer 
fylled  with  ioye  oud  with  the  holy  goost. 


piiij.  Chapter. 


[TIT  fortuned  in  iconium  that  they  went  both  to  gedder  in  to 
the  Sinagoge  of  the  iewes/  and  so  spake/  that  a  gret  mul¬ 
titude  both  off  the  iewes  and  also  off  the  grekes  beleved.  Butt 
the  vnbelevingc  iewes/  steryd  vppe  and  vnquyeted  the  myndes 
off  the  gentyles  agaynste  the  brethren.  Longe  time  a  bode  they 
their  and  quit  them  selves  boldly  with  the  helpe  of  the  lorde/  the 
which  gave  testimony  vnto  the  worde  off  hys  grace/  and  causyd 
signes  and  wonders  to  be  done  by  their  hondes.  The  people  off 
the  cite  were  devided :  and  parte  helde  with  the  iewes/  and  parte 
wvth  the  apostles. 

Wheu  there  was  a  saute  made  both  of  the  gentyls  and  also  of 
the  iewes  with  their  rulers/  to  put  them  to  shame  and  to  stone 
them/  they  wer  ware  of  it/  and  fled  vnto  listra  and  derba/  cites 
off  Licaonia/  and  vnto  the  region  that  lyeth  rounde  aboute/  and 
there  preached  the  gospell.  And  there  sate  a  certayne  man  at 
listra  weake  in  his  fete/  beinge  halt  from  his  mothers  woombe/ 
and  never  waikyd.  The  same  herde  Paul  preache/  which 
behelde  hym  and  perceaved  that  he  had  faith  to  be  whole  /  and 
sayd  with  a  loude  voyce :  stonde  vppe  right  on  thy  fete.  And 
he  stert  vpj>e/  and  walked,  when  the  people  sawe  what  Paul 
had  done/  they  lifte  vp  their  voyces /  sayinge  in  the  speache  of 
Lycaoiiia :  Goddes  are  come  doune  to  vs  in  the  lyknes  off  men. 
And  they  called  Barnabas/  Jupiter/  And  Paul  Mercurius/  be 
cause  he  was  the  preacher.  Then  Jupiters  preste/  which  dwelt 
Imfore  their  cite/  brought  oxen  and  garlondes  vnto  the  churche 
porche/  and  wolde  have  done  sacrifise  with  the  people. 

When  the  apostles/  Barnabas  and  Paul  lierdc  that/  they  rent 
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their  clothes/  and  ran  in  amonge  the  people/  cryinge  and  say* 
inge :  Syrs /  why  do  ye  this?  We  are  men  lykc  vnto  you  /  and 
preache  vnto  you/  that  ye  shulde  turne  from  these  vanities  vnto 
the  lyvynge  god/  which  made  heven  and  erth  and  the  sec  and 
all  that  in  them  is/  the  which  in  times  past  sufi'red  all  nacions  to 
walke  in  their  owne  wayes.  Neverthelesse  he  lefte  not  hym  silfe 
with  outen  witnes/  in  that  he  sliewed  his  benefaictes/  in  gevvnge 
vs  rayne  from  heven  and  frutfull  ceasons/  fyllinge  oure  hevtes 
with  fode  and  gladnes.  And  with  these  sayinges /  scase  refrayned 
they  the  people/  thatt  they  had  not  done  sacrifice  vnto  them. 

Thether  cam  certayne  iewes  from  Antioch  and  Iconium  /  and 
optayned  the  peoples  consent  and  stoned  Paul/  and  drew  hym 
outeof  the  cite/  supposynge  he  had  bene  deed.  As  the  disciples 
stode  rounde  aboute  hym  /  he  arose  vppe  and  cam  into  the  cite. 
And  the  nexte  daye  departed  with  Barnabas  to  Derba.  After 
they  had  preached  to  that  cite/  and  taught  many  /  they  returned 
agayne  to  Listra/  and  to  Iconium  and  Antioche/  and  strengthed 
the  disciples  soules/  exhortinge  them  to  continue  in  the  faith/ 
affyrminge  that  we  muste  throwe  moche  adversite  entre  into  the 
kyngdom  of  god.  And  when  they  had  ordened  them  seiiiours 

by  election  in  every  con  gregacion  /  after  they  had  preyde  and 
fasted  /  they  commended  them  to  god  on  whom  they  beleved. 

And  they  went  over  all  Pisidia  and  cam  into  pamphilia/  and 
when  they  had  preached  the  worde  of  god  in  perga/  they  de¬ 
scended  in  to  Attalia/  and  thence  departed  by  shippe  to  Antioche  / 
from  whence  they  wer  delyvered  vnto  the  grace  of  god  /  to  the 
worke  whiche  they  had  fulfilled.  When  they  wer  come  and  had 
gaddered  the  congregation  to  gedder/  they  reharsed  all  that  god 
had  done  by  them  /  and  howe  he  had  opened  the  dors  of  faith 
vnto  the  gentyls.  And  there  they  abode  longe  tymc  with  the 
disciples. 


Cfje  Cf)aptrr< 

A  ND  there  cam  certayne  from  iewry  and  taught  the  brethren : 

excepte  ye  be  circumcysed  after  the  maner  of  Moses  ye  can 
not  be  saved.  Then  arose  there  dissencion  and  disputynge  not 
a  little  vnto  Paul  and  Barnabas  agaynste  them.  And  they 
determined  that  Paul  and  Barnabas  and  certayne  other  of  them 
shulde  ascende  to  Jerusalem  vnto  the  apostles  and  seniours 
aboute  this  question.  After  they  were  brought  on  their  wave 
by  the  congregacion /  they  passed  over  Phenices  and  Samaria/ 
declary uge  the  conversation  off  the  gentyls/  and  they  brought 
gret  ioye  vnto  all  the  brethren.  When  they  were  come  to  Jor«- 


€3)*  CUtctf  of  ti)e  Spoitlt* .  £$.  yfc. 

salem  they  were  receaved  of  the  congregation  and  of  the  apostles 
and  seniours.  And  they  declared  what  thynges  God  had  done 
by  them.  Then  arose  there  vppe  certayne  of  the  secte  of  the 
pharisee/  which  dyd  beleve  sayinge  thatt  itt  was  nedfull  to  cir¬ 
cumcise  them  and  to  inioyne  them  to  kepe  the  lawe  of  Moses. 
The  apostles  and  seniours  cam  to  gedder  to  reason  of  this  matter. 

W  hen  there  was  moche  disputy n  ge  /  Peter  rose  vppe  and  sayd 
vnto  them :  Ye  men  and  brethren/  ye  knowe  bowe  that  a  goode 
while  agoo/  God  chose  amonge  vs  that  the  gentyls  by  my  mouthe 
shulde  here  the  worde  off  the  gospell  and  beleve.  And  God 
which  kaoweth  the  herte/  bare  them  witnes/  and  gave  vnto 
them  the  holy  gost  even  as  he  dyd  vnto  vs  /  And  he  putt  no 
difference  betwene  them  and  vs/  and  with  fayth  purified  their 
hertes.  Nowe  therfbre  why  tempte  ye  God  /  tnatt  ye  wokle  putt 
a  yoke  on  the  disciples  neckes  which  nether  oure  fathers  nor  we 
wer  able  to  beare :  Butt  we  beleve  thatt  thorow  the  grace  of 
the  Lorde  Jesu  Christ  we  shalbe  saved  as  they  doo.  Then  all 
the  multitude  was  peased  and  gave  audience  to  Barnabas  and 
Paul  which  tolde  what  signes  and  wondres  God  had  shewed 
amonge  the  gentyls  by  them. 

As  sone  as  they  belde  their  peace/  James  answered  sayinge  : 
Men  and  brethren  herken  vnto  me/  Simeon  tolde  howe  God  at 
the  beginninge  dyd  visit  the  gentyls/  and  receaved  of  them 
people  vnto  his  name,  and  to  this  agreith  the  wonles  of  the 
prophetes  /  as  it  is  written  :  After  this  1  will  returne  /  and  will 
bylde  agayne  the  tabernacle  of  David  which  is  fallen  doaner 
and  that  wich  is  fallen  in  dekey  of  it  will  I  bilde  a  gayneand  I 
will  set  it  vppe  /  that  the  residue  of  men  znyght  seke  after  the 
Lorde  /  and  also  the  gentyls  vppon  whom  my  name  is  called  on 
savth  the  lorde/  which  doth  all  these  thynges:  knowne  vnto 
God  are  all  hys  werkes  from  the  beginnynge  of  the  worlde, 

Wherfore  mv  sentence  is  /  that  we  trouble  not  them  which  of  the 

__ 

gentyls  are  turned  to  God  :  but  that  we  write  vnto  them  that 
they  abstayne  them  selves  from  filthines  of  ymages/  from  fomi- 
cacion/  from'stranglyd/  and  from  bloude.  For  Moses  of  olde 
tyme  in  every  cite  hath  them  thatprcache  hym/  and  he  is  reede 
in  the  svnagoges  every  saboth  daye. 

Then  pleased  it  the  apostles  and  seniours  with  the  whole  con¬ 
gregation  to  send  chosyn  men  of  their  owne  company  to  An- 
tioche  with  Paul  and  Barnabas.  They  sent  Judas  called  also 
Barnabas  and  Silas  which  were  cliefe  men  among  the  brethren 
and  gave  them  letters  in  their  hondes  after  this  maner. 

The  apostles/  seniours  and  brethren  send  gretynges  vnto  the 
brethren  which  are  of  the  gentyls  in  Antioche  Siria  and  cilicia/ 
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For  as  raoche  as  we  have  herde  thatt  certayne  wich  departed 
from  vs/  have  troubled  you  with  wordes/  and  combred  yourc 
myndes  sayinge :  Ye  must  be  circumcised  /  and  kepe  the  lawc  / 
to  whom  we  gave  no  soche  commaundment.  It  seined  therfore 
to  vs  a  good  thynge/  when  we  were  come  to  gedder  with  won 
accorde/  to  sende  chosyn  men  vnto  you/  with  oure  beloved  Bar* 
nabas  and  Paul/  men  that  have  ieoperded  theyr  lives/  for  the 
name  of  oure  loide  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  sent  therfore  Judas  ’ 
and  Sylas/  which  shall  alsoo  tell  you  the  same  thynges  by 
mouth.  For  hitt  semed  goode  to  the  holy  gost  and  to  vs  to  putt 
no  grevous  thynge  to  you  more  then  these  necessary  thynges/ 
that  is  to  saye  that  ye  abstayne  from  thynge3  offered  vnto  the 
ymages /  from  bloud/  from  strangled/  and  fornicaeion.  From 
which  if  ye  kepe  youre  selves  /  ye  shall  do  well.  Soo  fare  yc  well. 

when  they  were  departed/  they  cam  to  Antioche  and  gad- 
dred  the  multitude  to  gedder  and  delivered  the  pistle.  When 
they  had  redde  it/  they  reioysed  off  that  consolacion.  Judas  and 
Sylas  beinge  prophetes/  exhorted  the  people  with  moche 
preachynge/  and  strengthed  them.  After  they  hadde  taryed 
there  a  certayne  space/  they  were  lett  goo  in  peace  off  the 
brethren  vnto  the  apostles.  Notwithstondynge  it  pleasyd  Sylas 
to  abyde  there  still.  Paul  and  Barnabas  continued  in  Antioche 
te&chynge/  and  preachynge  the  worde  of  the  lorde  width  other 
many. 

Butt  after  a  certayne  space  Paul  sayde  vnto  Barnabas  ;  Lett 
vs  goo  agayne  and  visite  oure  brethren  in  every  cite  /  where  we 
have  shewed  the  worde  of  the  lorde/  and  se  howe  they  do. 
Barnabas  gave  counsel!/  to  take  with  them  Jhon  called  also 
Marke :  But  Paul  thought  it  not  mete  to  take  him  vnto  theyr 
company  whiche  departed  from  them  at  Pamphvlia/  and  went 
nott  with  them  to  the  worke.  Soo  sharp  was  the  dissencion 
bitwene  them  /  thatt  they  departed  asunder  won  from  the  other. 
And  Barnabas  toke  Marke  and  sayled  vnto  Cypers.  Paul  chose 
Sylas  and  departed  delivered  off  the  brethren  vnto  the  grace  of 
God.  And  he  went  thorowe  all  Cyria  and  Cilicia/  stablisshyugc 
the  congregacions. 


fbj.  CfjapUr. 

rFHEN  cam  he  to  Derba  and  to  Listra/  and  beholde  a  certayne 
discyple  was  there  named  Thimotheus  a  womans  sonne 
whych  was  a  iewas  and  beleved/  but  his  father  was  a  greke  of 
whom  reported  well  the  brethren  of  Listra  /  and  Iconium.  Paul 
wolde  thatt  he  shulde  goo  forth  with  Itym/  and  tokc  and  circum- 


ffi&i  StU*  of  t fft  Spdltletf.  Cl|.  |1i). 

ciscd  hym  because  of  the  iewes  which  were  in  those  quarters/ 
for  they  knewe  all  thatt  his  father  was  a  greke.  As  they  went 
lliorow  the  cites/  they  delivered  them  the  decrees  for  to  kepe/ 
ordoyned  oil*  the  apostles  and  senionrs  which  were  at  Jerusalem. 
So  were  the  congregacions  stablisshed  in  the  faith/  and  en- 
creascd  in  noumbre  dayly. 

When  they  had  goone  thorowe  out  Phrigia  and  the  region  of 
Galaeia/  and  were  forbidden  off  the  holy  goost  to  preach  in 
Asia/  they  cam  to  Misia/  and  sought  to  goo  into  Bethinia/  and 
tlic  spretc  soft  e  red  them  not.  When  they  had  gone  over  Misia/ 
they  cam  doune  to  Troada  and  a  vision  apered  to  Paul  in  the 
nyght.  There  stode  a  man  off  Macedonia  and  prayed  liym 
sayuge  :  Come  into  Macedonia  and  helpe  vs.  After  he  had  sene 
the  vision  immediatly  we  prepared  to  goo  into  Macedonia  certi¬ 
fied  that  the  lorde  had  called  vs  forto  preache  the  gospell  vnto 
them.  Then  losed  we  forth  from  Troada/  and  with  a  strayght 
course  cam  we  to  Samothracia/  the  nexte  daye  to  Neapolim/ 
and  from  thence  to  Phitippos/  which  is  the  chefest  cite  in  the 
parttes  of  Macedonia  and  a  fre  cite. 

We  were  in  that  cite  abidingc  a  certayne  dayes/  and  on  the 
sahoth  dayes  we  went  out  of  the  cite  besydes  a  river  where  men 
were  wont  to  praye/  and  we  sate  doune  and  spake  vnto  the 
women  which  thither  resorted.  And  a  certayne  woman  named 
Lidia/  a  seller  off  purple/  of  the  cite  off  Thiatira  which  wor- 
shypped  God/  gave  vs  audience/  whose  hert  god  openned  that 
she  attended  vnto  the  thynges  which  Paul  spake.  When  she 
was  baptised/  and  her  houssoide/  she  besought  vs  sayiuge : 
Yf  ye  thynkc  thatt  1  beleve  on  the  lorde  come  into  my  housse/ 
and  abide  there.  And  she  constrayned  vs. 

Hit  fortuned  as  we  went  to  prayer/  a  certayn  dam  sell  pos¬ 
sessed  with  a  spretc  that  prophesyed  met  vs  /  which  brought  her 
master  and  mastres  moche  vauntage  with  prophesyinge.  The 
same  folowed  Paul  and  vs  sayinge :  These  men  are  the  ser- 
va antes  of  the  most  hye  god/  which  sliewe  vnto  vs  the  waye  of 
heitli.  And  this  did  she  many  deyes.  Butt  Paul  uott  content 
turned  about  and  sayd  to  the  sprete :  I  commaunde  the  in  the 
name  off  Jesu  Christ  that  thou  come  out  off  her.  and  he  cam 
out  die  same  houre. 

When  her  master  and  mastres  sawe  that  the  hope  of  their 
gayncs  was  gone  /  they  caught  Paul  and  Silas  /  and  brought 
them  into  the  market  place  vnto  the  ruelars/and  delivered  them 
to  the  officers  sayinge  :  These  men  trouble  ourc  cite/  which  are 
iewes  and  sliewe  newe  deerees  t  which  are  nott  laufull  for  vs  to 
receave/  nether  to  observe  seinge  we  arc  romains.  And  the 
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people  ranne  on  them/  and  the  officers  rent  their  clothes/  and 
commaunded  them  to  be  beaten  with  roddes  /  and  when  they 
hadde  beaten  them  sore/  they  cast  them  into  preson  commaund- 
ynge  the  ioyler  to  kepe  them  surely.  Which  when  he  had  re- 
ceaved  suche  commaundment  thrust  them  iutothe  inner  preson/ 
and  made  their  fete  fast  in  the  stockes. 

At  mydnyght  Paul  and  Silas  prayed/  and  lauded  god.  and 
the  presoners  herde  them.  Sodenly  there  was  a  greate  erth 
quake  /  soo  that  the  foundacion  of  the  preson  was  shaken  /  and 
by  and  by  all  the  dores  opened  /  and  every  manues  bondes  were 
lowsed.  When  de  keper  off  the  preson  waked  out  off  hys  slope  / 
and  sawe  the  preson  dores  open  /  he  drue  outt  his  Bwearde  and 
wolde  have  killed  hym  silfe  supposynge  the  presoners  had  bene 
fledde.  Paul  cryed  witli  a  lowde  voyce  sayinge:  Do  thy  silfe 
no  harme  for  we  are  all  heare. 

He  called  for  a  light  and  sprange  in  /  and  cam  tremblvnge  < 
and  fell  doune  before  Pauli  and  Silas  /  and  brought  them  out  ami 
sayde/  Syrs  what  must  I  doo  to  be  saved?  And  they  say  cl  e. : 
beleve  on  the  lorde  Jesus/  and  thou  shalt  be  saved  and  thy 
boussolde.  And  tliey  preached  vnto  hym  the  worde  of  the 
lorde/  and  to  all  that  were  in  his houssc.  And  hetokethem 
the  same  honre  off  the  nyght  and  wasshed  their  wondes/  and 
was  baptised  with  all  that  belonged  vnto  hym  straight  waye.  When 
he  had  brought  them  into  his  housse  /  he  sett  meate  before  them  / 
and  ioyed  that  he  with  all  his  houssholde  beleved  on  God. 

And  when  it  was  daye  the  officers  sent  the  ministers  sayinge  ; 
Lett  thoose  men  goo.  The  keper  off  the  preson  tolde  this  sayinge 
to  Paul :  the  officers  have  sent  worde  to  lose  you.  Now  therfore 
gett  you  hence  and  goo  in  peace.  Then  sayde  Paul  vnto  them  : 
They  have  beaten  vs  openly  vneondempued  /  for  gll  that  we  are 
Romans  /  and  have  cast  vs  into  preson  ;  and  nowe  wolde  they 
sende  vs  awaye  prevely ?  Naye  nott  so/  butt  lett  them  come 
them  selves  and  fett  vs  out.  The  ministers  tolde  these  wordes 
vnto  the  officers  and  they  feared  when  they  horde  that  they 
were  Romans/  and  cam  and  besought  them  and  brought  them 
out  /  and  desired  them  to  departe  out  of  the  cite.  They  went 
out  of  the  preson  and  entrea  into  the  liousse  of  Lidia/  and 

had  sene  the  brethren  /  they  comforted  them  and  de- 

Cf>«  fbij.  Chapter. 

made  their  iorney  thorowe  Amphipolis/  and  Apolonia  / 
c**  they  cam  to  Thessalonica  where  was  a  sinagoge  off  the 
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iewes.  Paul  as  his  raaner  was  went  in  vnto  them,  and  thre 
saboth  dayes  declared  of  the  scripture  vnto  them/  openyngeand 
alegynge  that  Christ  must  nedeshave  suffered  and  rysen  agayne 
from  deeth.  And  thatt  this  Jesus  was  Christ  /  whom  (sayde  he) 
1  preache  to  you.  And  some  off  them  beleved  and  cam  and 
cotnpanyed  with  Paul  and  Silas.  Also  off  the  honourable 
grekes  a  greate  multitude/  and  of  the  chefe  wemen  /  not  a 
feawe . 

The  iewes  which  beleved  not  havynge  indignacion  toke  vnto 
them  evyll  men  wich  were  vagaboudes  /  and  gadered  a  com¬ 
pany/  and  sett  all  the  cite  on  a  room/  and  made  asaute  vnto 
the  housse  off  Jason  /  and  sought  to  brynge  them  out  to  the 
people  /  and  when  they  founde  them  not  /  they  drue  Jason  and 
ccrtayne  brethren  vnto  the  heedes  of  the  cite  cryinge :  These 
that  trouble  the  worldc  are  come  hidder  also/  which  Jason  hath 
receaved  prcvely.  and  these  all  do  contrary  to  the  ordinacions 
off  Cesar  /  affirmynge  another  kynge  /  won  Jesus.  And  they 
troubled  the  people  and  the  officers  of  the  cite  when  they  herde 
these  thynges.  And  when  they  were  sufficiently  answered  of 
Jason  /  and  of  the  other  they  leit  them  goo. 

The  brethren  immediatly  sent  awaye  Paul  t  and  Silas  by  nyght 
vnto  Berrea.  When  they  were  come  thither  they  entred  into  the 
sinagoge  off  the  iewes.  These  were  the  noblest  amonge  them 
off  Thessalonia/  which  receaved  the  worde  with  all  diligence  of 
mynde/  and  searched  the  scriptures  dayly  whether  those  thynges 
were  even  soo.  And  many  of  them  beleved  /  and  of  worshipfull 
wemen  which  were  grekes  /  and  off  men  nott  afeawe.  When  the 
iewes  off  thessalonia  had  knowledge  that  the  worde  off  God  was 
preached  off  Paul  att  berrea  /  they  cam  thither  and  moved  the 
people  /  and  then  by  and  by  the  brethren  sent  awaye  Paul  to 
goo  vnto  the  sec ;  butt  Silas  and  Timotheus  abode  there  still. 
They  that  gyded  Paul  brought  hym  vnto  Attens  /  and  receaved 
a  commaundment  vnto  Silas  and  Timotheus  forto  come  to  hym 
at  once.  And  cam  their  waye. 

W hill  Paul  wayted  for  them  at  Attens  /  hys  sprete  was  moved 
in  hym  to  se  the  cite  geven  to  worshippinge  of  ymages.  Then 
he  disputed  in  the  Sinagoge  with  the  iewes  /  and  with  the  devout 
persones  /  And  in  the  market  dayly  wytli  them  that  cam  vnto 
him.  Certayue  philosophers  of  the  Epicures  /  and  ofthc  stoyckes 
desputed  with  hym.  And  some  there  were  which  sayde :  what 
wyll  thy*  babbler  saye.  O  tiler  sayd  :  he  semeth  to  be  a  ty- 
dvnges  brynger  off  newe  dev y Is  /  because  he  preached  vnto  them 
Jesus/  and  the.  resurreccion  /  and  they  toke  hym  /  and  brought 
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liym  into  Marce  strete  sayinge :  maye  we  nott  knowe  what  vs- 
thys  newe  doctrine  wher  off  thou  speak  est,  For  thou  bryngest 
s trau nge  tydynges  to  oure  eares.  We  wolde  knowe  tnerfore 
what  these  thyoges  meane.  For  all  the  Attenians  an  straungers 
whycli  were  tnere  gave  them  selves  to  nothynge  els /but  other  to 
tell  or  to  heare  newe  tydynges. 

Paul  stode  in  the  myddes  of  Marce  strete  and  3ayde  /  ye  men 
of  Attens/  I  perceave  tnat  in  all  thynges  ye  are  somwhat  super- 
sticious.  For  as  I  passed  by  and  behelde  the  manner  howe  ye 
worship  youre  goddes/ 1  fonnde  an  aultre  wher  iri  was  written : 
vnto  the  vnknowen  god.  Whom  ye  then  ignorantly  worship/ 
hym  shewe  I  vnto  you.  God  that  made  the  worlde/  and  all  that 
are  in  it/  seynge  that  he  is  lorde  off  heven  and  erth/  hedwcllcth 
nott  in  temples  made  with  hondes  nether  is  worshipped  with 
mennes  hondes/  as  though  he  neded  of  eny  thynge.  For  as 
moche  as  he  geveth  to  all  men  lyfe  and  breth  every  where  /  and 
hath  made  of  one  bloud  all  nacions  off  men  /  for  to  dwell  on  all 
the  face  of  the  erthe.  And  hath  asigned  tymes  apoynted  before  / 
And  the  endes  of  their  in  habitacion  /  that  they  shulde  seke  god  / 
yf  they  myght  fele  and  fynde  hym/  though  lie  be  nott  farre  from 
every  one  off  vs.  For  m  hym  we  live/  move/  and  have  oure 
beynge/  as  certayne  of  youre  aw ne  poetes  sayde.  For  we  are 
also  his  generacion.  For  as  moche  tnen  as  we  are  the  genera* 
cion  off  God/  we  ought  nott  to  thynke  that  the  godherl  is 
lyke  vnto  golde/  silver  /  or  stone  /  graven  by  crafte  and  ymagi- 
nacion  of  man. 


And  the  tyme  of  this  ignoraunce  god  regarded  nott :  butt 
nowe  lie  biddetli  all  men  every  where  repent  /  be  cause  he  hath 
apoynted  a  daye/  in  the  which  he  woll  Judge  the  worlde  acordyng 
to  rightewesnes  /  by  that  man  /  whom  he  hath  apoynted  /  and 
hath  geven  faith  to  all  men  /  after  that  he  had  raysed  hym  from 
deeth. 


When  they  lierde  off  the  resurreccion  from  deth  /  some  mocked  / 
and  other  sayde :  we  will  heare  the  agayne  of  this  matter.  So 
Paul  departed  from  amonge  them.  Certayne  men  clave  vnto 
Paul  and  beleved/  amonge  the  which  was  Dionisius  a  senatour/ 
and  a  woman  named  Damaris/  and  other  with  them. 


Clje  y&tij.  CljapUr. 

A  FTER  that/  Paul  departed  from  Attens  /  and  cam  to  Co- 
rinthum/  and  founde  a  certayne  iewe  named  Aquila/  borne 
in  Ponthus/  latly  come  from  Itali  with  his  wyfe  Priscilla  (be 
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cause  that  the  Emperour  Claudius  had  commaunded  all  iewes 
to  departe  from  Rome)  and  he  drewe  vnto  them.  And  be  cause 
he  was  of  the  same  erafte  he  abode  with  them  and  wrought  (their 
cxafte  was  to  make  tentes)  and  he  preached  in  the  sinagoge 
every  saboth  daye/  And  exhorted  the  iewes  and  the  gentyls. 

When  Silas  and  Timotheus  wer  come  from  macedonia  Paul 
was  payned  in  the  sprete/  as  he  testified  to  the  iewes  that  Jesus 
was  Christ,  when  they  sayde  contrary  and  blasphemed  /  he  shoke 
his  ray  men  t  and  sayde  vnto  them:  youre  bloud  apon  you  re 
awne  ueeddes.  for  lienee  forth  I  goo  vnto  the  gentyls/  and 
departed  from  thens  /  and  entred  into  a  certayne  manes  housse 
named  Justus  which  worshipped  god.  whose  house  ioyned  harde 
to  the  sinagoge.  Won  Crispus  a  ruelarof  tlie  Sinagoge  beleved 
on  the  lorde  with  all  hys  housholde.  And  many  of  the  Cor- 
rinthians  gave  audience  and  beleved/  and  were  baptised. 

Then  spake  the  lorde  to  Faule  in  the  nyght  by  a  vision  :  be 
nott  afrayde/  but  speake /  and  holde  not  thy  peace :  for  1  am 
with  the/  and  noo  man  shall  invade  the  that  shall  hurte  the. 
For  I  have  moebe  people  in  this  cite.  And  he  rested  there  a 
yeare  aud  sixe  moncthes/  and  taught  them  the  worde  of  God. 

When  Gallio  was  ruelar  of  the  countre  of  Acaia.  The  iewes 
made  irtsurreccion  with  one  acorde  agaynst  Paul  /  and  brought 
him  to  the  iudges  sea te  saying :  This. man  teacheth  to  worship 
god  contrary  to  the  lawe.  As  Paul  was  about  to  open  his 
mougth  Gallio  sayde  vnto  the  iewes :  yf  itt  were  a  matter  off 
wronger  or  an  evyll  dede  (o  ye  iewes)  reason  wolde  that  I  sbulde 
heare  you  :  but  yf  it  be  a  question  off  wordes/  or  off  names/  or 
of  youre  lawe/  loke  ye  to  it  youre  selves.  For  I  wilbe  noo  iudge 
in  soche  maters/  and  hedrave  them  from  his  seate.  Then  toke 
all  the  grekes  Sostenes  a  ruelar  of  the  sinagoge  and  smote  him 
before  the  iudges  seate.  And  Gallio  cared  for  none  of  tho 
thynges. 

Paul  after  thys/  taried  there  yet  a  goode  whyle/  and  then  toke 
his  leave  of  the  brethren/  and  sayled  thence  into  Ciria/  Priscilla 
and  Aquila  accompanyinge  hym  after  thatt  he  had  scheme  his 
heed  in  Cenchrea.  For  be  had  a  vowe.  And  he  cam  to  Ephe¬ 
sus  and  leftc  them  there  :  but  he  him  silfe  entred  into  the  sina¬ 
goge/  and  reasoned  with  the  iewes.  When  they  desyred  hym 
to  tarv  longer  tyme  with  them/  he  consented  nott/  butt  bad 
them  feare  welc  sayingc:  l  must  nedes  att  this  feast  that  com- 
metli  be  in  Jerusalem :  but  I  will  returne  agayne  vnto  you  yff 
God  will.  And  departed  from  Ephesus  and  cam  vnto  Cesarea : 
and  ascended  and  saluted  the  congregacion  /  and  departed  vnto 
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Antioche/  and  when  he  had  taried  there  a  whyje/  he  departed / 
and  went  over  all  the  conntre  off  Gnlada  and  Phrigia  by  order  / 
strengthynge  ah  the  disciples. 

A  certayne  iewe  named  A  polios/  borne  at  Alexandria  cam  to 
Ephesus.  An  elequent  man/  and  myghty  in  tire  scriptures. 
The  same  was  informed  in  the  waye  off  the  lorde/  and  he  spake 
fervently  in  the  sprete/  and  taught  diligently  the  thynges  off 
the  lorde/  and  knewe  but  the  baptim  of  Jhoo  only.  And  began 
to  speake  boldely  in  the  Sinagoge.  When  Priscilla  and  Aquila 
had  herde  hym :  they  toke  hym  vnto  them  /  and  expounded  vnto 
hym  the  waye  off  God  more  perfectly. 

When  he  was  disposed  to  goo  into  Acaia/  the  brethren 
exhorted  hym  therto/  and  wrote  nito  the  disciples  that  they 
shnlde  receave  hym.  After  he  was  come  thither  he  liolpe  them 
moche  /  which  had  beleved  thorowe  grace.  And  myghtcly  he 
overcam  the  iewes  openly  shewinge  by  the  scriptures  that  Jesus 
was  Christ. 
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TT  fortuned/  whiil  apollos  was  at  Corintbum/  that  Paul  passed 
**■  over  the  vpper  costes/  and  cam  to  Ephesus/  and  fonnde 
certayne  disciples  and  sayd  vnto  them :  have  ye  receaved  the 
holy  gost  after  ye  beleved  ?  And  they  sayde  vnto  him ;  Koo/ 
nether  have  we  herde  yf  there  be  eny  holy  gost  or  noo.  And 
he  sayd  vnto  them  :  wher  with  were  ye  then  baptised  1  And 
they  sayd :  with  Jhons  baptim.  Then  sayde  Paul:  Jhon  verely 
baptised  with  the  baptim  off  repentauucc/  savin  ge  vnto  the 
people  that  they  shulde  beleve  on  hym  /  which  shulde  come  after 
hym.  That  ys  on  Christ  Jesus.  When  they  herde  that  /  they 
■were  baptised  in  the  name  of  the  loide  Jesu/  and  when  Paul 
layde  his  hondes  apon  them  /  the  holy  gost  cam  on  them.  And 
they  spake  with  tonges  and  prophesied.  All  the  men  were 
aboute  xij. 

And  he  went  into  the  anagoge  /  and  behaved  hym  silfe  boldely 
■for  the  space  of  thre  monethes/  dbputyitge/  and  gevyage  them 
-exhortacions  of  the  kyngdom  off  God.  When  divers  wexed 
harde  herted/  and  beleved  nott/  but  spake  cvyll  off  the  waye  off 
the  lorde  before  the  muhitnde:  he  departed  from  them/  And 
severed  the  disciples  awaye/  And  taugnt  dayly  in  the  scole  off 
won  called  Uranus.  And  this  continued  by  the  space  of  two 
yeaies.  So  that  all  they  which  dwelt  in  Asia  herde  the  worde 
•off  the  lorde  Jesu/  bothe  Jewes  and  grekes.  And  god  wrought 
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not  smale  myracles  by  the  hondes  of  Paul.  So  that  from  his 
body  were  brought  vnto  the  sicke/  napkyns  or  partlettes/  and 
the  diseases  and  evyll  spretes  departed  from  them. 

Certayne  of  the  vagabounde  iewes  exorcistes  /  toke  apon  them 
to  call  over  them  which  had  evyll  spretes  the  name  of  the  lorde 
Jesus  sayinge:  We  ad  hire  you  by  Jesu  whom  Paul  preacheth. 
There  were  seven  sonnes  off  one  Sceva  a  ruelar  off  the  sinagoge 
which  did  soo:  and  the  evyll  sprete  answered  and  sayde :  Jesus 
1  knowe/  and  Paul  I  knowe  :  but  who  are  ye  ?  And  the  man 
in  whom  the  wicked  deryll  was/  ranne  on  them/  and  overcam 
them  /  and  prevayled  agaynst  them  /  soo  that  they  fledde  out  of 
the  house  naked  and  wonded.  Thys  was  knowen  to  all  t.hc  iewes 
and  grekes  also/  which  dwelt  at  Ephesus/  and  feare  cam  on 
them  all.  And  they  magnified  the  name  of  the  lorde  Jesus. 

And  many  that  beleved  cam  /  and  confessed  and  shewed  the  if 
workes.  Many  of  them  which  vsed  curious  craftes/  brought 
their  bokes  and  burned  them  before  all  men  /  and  they  counted 
the  price  of  them  and  founde  it  fifty  thousande  silverlynges.  So 
myghtely  grewe  the  worde  of  god  /  and  prevayled.  After  these 
thinges  were  ended  Paul  purposed  in  the  sprete/  to  passe  over 
Macedonia  and  Acaia/  and  to  goo  to  Jerusalem  saying :  After  I 
have  bene  there  I  must  also  se  Rome.  Soo  sent  he  into  Mace¬ 
donia  two  of  them  that  ministered  vnto  hym  *  Timotheus  and 
Erastus ;  butt  he  hym  silfe  remayned  in  Asia.  For  a  season. 

The  same  tyme  there  arose  no  litell  a  do  aboute  that  wave . 
For  a  certayne  man  named  Demetrius/  a  goldsmyth/  which 
made  silver  schrynes  for  Diana/  was  not  a  litell  beneficiall  vnto 
the  craftes  men :  which  he  called  togedder  with  the  worke  men 
of  lyke  occupacion/  and  sayd  :  Syrs  ye  knowe  that  by  this  crafte 
we  have  vaunt  age.  Moreover  ye  se  and  heare  thatt  nott  alone 
at  Ephesus  :  but  almost  thorowe  oute  all  Asia  /  thys  Paul  ent.y- 
seth  /  and  turned  awaye  moehe  people  saying :  that  they  be  not 
goddes  which  are  made  with  hondes :  so  that  not  only  this  oure 
crafte  commeth  into  parell  to  be  sett  at  nought :  but  that  also 
the  temple  of  greate  Diana  shulde  be  despysed.  And  her 
maicste  shulde  be  destroyed/  which  all  Asia/ and  the  woride 

worshippeth. 

When  they  herde  these  sayinges/ they  were  full  of  wrathe/ 
and  cryed  out  saying:  Greate  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians.  And 
all  the  cite  was  on  a  roore/  and  they  russhed  into  the  commen 
hall  with  one  assent  /  and  caught  Gayus/  and  Aristareus  /  men  of 
Macedonia/  Pauls  companions.  When  Paul  wolde  have  entred 
in  vnto  the  people/  the  disciples  suffered  hym  not.  Certayne 
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also  off  the  chefe  of  Asia  which  were  his  frendes  /  sent  vnto  hym 
desyrynge  him  that  he  wolde  not  preace  into  the  commen  hall. 
Some  cryed  won  thinge/  and  some  another  and  the  congregaciou 
was  all  out  of  quyete/  and  the  moare  parte  knewe  not  wlierefore 
they  were  come  togedder. 

Some  of  the  company  drue  forth  Alexander  (the  iewcs  thrust- 
ynge  him  forwardes)  Alexander  beckened  with  his  ho  tide/  and 
wolde  have  geven  the  people  an  answere.  When  they  knewe 
that  he  was  a  iewe/  there  arose  a  shute  almost  for  the  space  of 
two  houres  oil' all  men  cryinge/  greate  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians. 

When  the  toune  clarcke  had  ceased  the  people  he  sayd :  ye 
men  of  Ephesus  :  what  man  is  it  that  knowetli  nott  howe  that 
the  cite  of  the  Ephesians  is  a  worshipper  of  the  grett  goddes 
Diana/  and  off  theymage  which  cam  from  heven.  Seynge  then 
that  no  man  sayth  here  agaynst/  ye  ought  to  be  content/  and  to 
do  nothynge  rasshly  /  For  ye  have  brought  hidder  those  men  / 
whiche  are  nether  robbers  off  churches  /  nor  yett  despisers  of 
youre  goddes.  Wherfore  if  Demetrius  and  the  crafres  men 
which  are  wyth  hym /have  eny  sayinge  to  eny  man  /  the  lawe  is 
open  /  and  there  are  ruelars/  lett  them  accuse  won  another.  Yf 
ye  go  about  eny  other  thynge/  itt  maye  be  determined  in  a  law- 
full  congregacion.  For  we  are  in  ieoperdy  to  be  accused  off  this 
dayes  businea.  For  as  moche  as  there  is  noo  cause  wherby  we 
maye  geve  a  reckenynge  off  this  concurse  off  people.  And  when 
he  had  thus  spoken  /  he  let  the  congregacion  departe. 


Cf)t  ry.  Chapter. 


A  FTER  the  rage  was  ceased /Paul  called  the  disciples  vnto  hym/ 
and  toke  his  leave  off  them  /  and  departed  for  to  goo  into 
Macedonia.  And  when  he  had  gone  over  those  parties/  and  geven 
them  large  exhortacions/ he  cam  into  grece  And  there  abode  ,iij. 
monethes.  When  the  iewes  layde  wayte  for  hym  as  he  was 
aboutt  to  sayle  into  Syria/  He  purposed  to  returne  tliorowc 
Macedonia.  There  accompanied  hym  into  Asia  Sopater  of 
Beroen  :  and  of  Tessalonia  Aristarcus  and  Secundus/  and  Gaius 


of  Derba/ and  Timotheus  :  Out  of  Asia  Tichicus/ and  Troplii- 
mos.  These  went  before  /  and  taried  vs  at  Troas  \V  e  say  led 
awaye  from  Philippos  after  the  ester  holidayes  /  and  cam  vnto 
them  to  Troas  in  five  dayes  /  and  there  abode  seven  dayes. 

On  a  saboth  daye  the  disciples  cam  to  gedder  forto  break e 
breed  /  and  Paul  preached  vnto  them  (redy  to  departe  on  the 
morpwe)  and  continued  his  preachynge  vnto  mydnyght.  There 
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were  many  lighted  in  the  chamber  where  we  were  gaddered  to 
gedder/  and  there  sate  in  a  vvyndowe  a  certayne  yonge  man 
named  Eutichos  /  fallen  into  a  depe  slepe.  And  as  Paul  declared 
he  was  moare  overcome  with  slepe  /  and  fell  doune  from  the 
thyrde  lofte/  and  was  taken  vp  deed.  Paul  wentt  doune  and 
fell  on  hym  /  and  embraced  hym/  and  sayde  :  Make  nothynge  a 
do.  For  his  lyfe  is  in  hym.  When  he  was  come  vp  agayne/  he 
brake  breed/  and  tasted/  and  commened  a  longe  whyie  even 
till  the  mornynge  /  and  soo  departed.  They  brought  the  yonge 
man  a  live  and  were  nott  alitell  conforted. 

Then  toke  we  shippynge/  and  departed  vnto  Asson  /  there  to 
receave  Paul.  For  soo  had  he  apoynted/  and  wolde  hym  silfe 
goc  be  londe.  When  he  was  come  to  vs  vnto  Asson/  we  toke 
hym  in/  and  cam  to  Mittilenes.  and  sayled  thence  /  and  cam  the 
nexte  day  over  agaynst  Chios.  And  the  day  folowinge  we 
aryved  at  Samos/  and  taryed  at  Trogilion.  The  nexte  daye  we 
cam  to  Milo  ton.  For  Paul  had  determined  to  leave  Ephesus 
as  they  sayled/  because  he  wolde  not  spende  the  tyme  in  Asia. 
For  he  hasted  to  be  (y ff  itt  were  possible)  at  Jerusalem  in  the 
feaste  off  pentecoste. 

From  Milcton  he  sent  to  Ephesus/  and  called  the  scntours  off 
the  congrcgacion ,  When  they  were  come  to  hym/  he  sayde 
vnto  them;  Ye  knovve  from  the  fyrst  daye  that  I  cam  vn  to 
Asia/  after  what  maner  I  have  bene  wyth  you  at  all  ceasons/ 
servynge  God  with  all  humbleness  off  mynde/  and  with  many 
Icares/  and  temtacions/  whiche  happened  vnto  me  by  thelayinges 
awayte  off  the  iewes/  and  howe  1  kept  backe  nothynge  thatt 
myght  be  for  youre  proffet :  but  that  I  have  shewed  you  /  and 
taught  you  openly  and  at  home  in  youre  houses/  witnessynge 
bothe  to  the  iewes/  and  also  to  the  grekes/  the  repentaunce 
taward  god  /  and  faith  tawarde  our  lorde  Jesu. 

And  nowc  beholde  I  goobounde  in  the  sprete  vnto  Jerusalem/ 
and  knowe  nott  what  shall  come  off  me  there  /  butt  that  the  holy 
gost  witnesseth  in  every  cite  sayinge  :  that  bondes  and  trouble 
abvde  me:  but  none  of  tbo  thinges  move  me.  Nether  is  my  lyfe 
dere  vnto  my  silfe  /  that  1  myght  fulfill  my  course  with  ioye/and 
the  mimstracion  which  I  have  receaved  of  the  lorde  Jesu  to  tes¬ 
tify  the  gospdl  of  the  grace  of  god. 

And  nowe  beholde  /  1  am  sure  that  henceforth  ye  all  (thorow 
whom  I  have  gone  preachynge  the  kyngdom  of  god)  shall  se 
my  face  noo  moore.  Wherfore  1  take  you  to  recorde  this  same 
daye  /  that  I  am  pure  from  the  bloud  of  all  men.  For  I  have 
kepte  nothynge  backe ;  butt  have  shewed  you  all  the  counsell 
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off  god.  Take  bede  therfore  vnto  youre  selves/  and  to  alt  the 
flocke/  wher  of  the  holy  goet  hath  made  yon  oversea  ra/  to  rule 
the  congregation  of  god/  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his 
bloud.  For  I  am  sore  off  this/  that  after  my  dcpartynge  shall 
greveous  wolves  eatre  in  amooge  yon  /  which  will  nott  spare  the 
docks.  And  off  youre  awne  selves  shall  men  aryse  speakynge 
perverse  thynges/  to  drawe  disciples  after  them.  Therfore 
awake  and  remember  /  that  by  the  space  of  iij.  yea  res  1  ceased 
not  to  warns  every  one  of  you/  both  nyght  and  daye  with 
teares. 

And  nowe  dere  brethren  I  commende  you  to  god  and  to  the 
worde  of  his  grace  /  which  is  able  to  bylde  further/  and  to  geve 
you  an  inheritaunce  amonge  all  them  which  arc  sanctified.  I 
have  desyred  no  mans  silver/  golde/  or  vestur/  Ye  ye  knowe 
well  tliat  these  h codes  have  ministred  vnto  my  ncccssitcs  /  and 
to  them  thatt  were  with  me.  I  have  shewed  you  alt  thynges/ 
bowe  that  soo  laborynge  ye  ought  to  receave  the  weake  r  and  to 
remember  the  wordes  off  the  lonle  Jesu/  bowe  that  lie  sayde :  It 
is  more  blessed  to  geve  /  then,  to  receave. 

When  he  had  thus  spoken/  hekneled  doune/  acid  prayed  with 
them  all.  And  they  wept  all  aboundantly/  and  fell  on  Pauls 
necke/  and  kissed  hym  soiowynge/  moat  of  all/  for  the  wordes  / 
which  he  spake/  thatt  they  shulde  ae  his  face  noo  moore/  And 
they  accompanied  hym  vnto  the  shippe. 
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itchaunsed  that  as  aone  as  we  had  launched  forth/ 
were  departed  from  them/  we  cam  with  a  strayght 
course  vnto  Choon/  and  the  daye  folowynge  vnto  the  Rhodes/ 
and  from  thence  vnto  Pataia.  And  we  fbuodc  a  shyppe  reddy 
to  sayle  vnto  Phenices.  And  went  a  horde  and  sett  fbrthc. 
Then  apered  vnto  vs  Ciprus/  and  we  leftc  it  on  Uie  lefte  horde/ 
and  say  led  vnto  Siria.  and  cam  vnto  Tire.  For  there  the  shippe 
vnladed  her  burthen.  And  when  we  had  ftnmde  brethren/  we 
taried  there  .vij.  dayes.  and  they  tolde  Paul  thorowe  the  sprete/ 
that  he  shnld  not.  goo  vppe  to  Jerusalem.  Ande  when  the  dayes 
were  ended  we  departed/  and  went  oure  wayes  and  they  all 
brought  Ous  on  oure  waye  /  with  their  wyves  and  children  till  we 
were  come  out  off  the  cite,  and  we  knieled  doune  in  the  shore 
and  prayde.  and  when  we  had  taken  oore  leave  one  off  another/ 
we  toke  shippe  /  and  they  returned  home  agayne. 

Wheu  we  had  full  ended  the  course/  from  Tire/  we  aryved  at 
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Ptholomaida  /  and  saluted  the  brethren /'and  abode  with  them 
one  tlaye.  The  nexte  daye/  we  tint  were  off  Paulas  company  r 
cam  vnto  Cesarea.  and  we  entred  into  the  honsse  of  Philip  the 
evangelist/  which  was  one  of  the  seven/  and  abode  with  hym; 
The  same  man  had  fower  dougbters  vitgens/  which  did  prophesy.  ’ 
And  as  we  taried  there  a  good  many  dayes  /  there  cam  a  cer- 
tayoe  prophete  from  iewiy/  named  Agabus.  When  he  was 
come  vnto  vs  /  he  toke  Pauls  gordeli/  and  bounde  his  hondes 
and  fete  and  sayde ;  Thus  sayth  the  holy  goost :  Soo  shall  the 
iewes  at  Jerusalem/  bynde  the  man  that  owncth  this  gerdell  /  and 
shall  deliver  him  into  the  hondes  of  the  genthila. 

When  we  herde  this/  both  we  and  other  of  the  same  place  / 
besought  hym  /  that  he  wolde  nott  goo  vppe  to  Jerusalem.  Then 
Paul  answered/  and  sayd :  What  do  ye  wepynge  /  and  breakyng 
myne  hert?  I  am  redy  not  to  be  bound  only  /  but  also  to  deye  at 
Jerusalem  for  te  name  off  the  lorde  Jesu.  When  we  coulde  nott’ 
turne  his  uiyude  /  we  ceased  sayinge  :  The  will  of  the  lorde  be' 
fulfilled.  After  those  dayes  we  made  oure  sQfes  redy  /  and  went 
vp  to  Jerusalem.  There  went  with  vs  also  certayne  off  the  dis¬ 
ciples  off  Cesarea/  and  brought  with  them  won  Mnason  off  Ci- 
prus/  an  olde  disciple  /  with  whom  we  shulde  lodge.  And  when 
we  were  come  to  Jerusalem  /  the  brethren  receaved  vs  gladly. 
On  the  moreowe  Paul  went  in  withe  vs  vnto  James.  Andc  all 
the  seniotirs  cam  to  gedder.  And  when  he  had  saluted  them/ 
he  tolde  by  order  /  what  thynges  God  had  wrought  amonge  the 
gentyls  by  liis  ministracion.  When  they  herde  itt/  they  gloryfied' 
the  lorde/  and  sayde  voto  hym:  Thou  seist  brother/  nowe 
many  tUousaude  Jewcs  there  are  which  boleve/  and  Lhey  are  all' 
zelous  over  the  lawe.  and  they  are  informed  off  the  that  thou 
teach est  all  the  Jcwes  which  are  amonge  the  gentyls  to  forsake 
Moses/  and  sayst  that  they  ought  not  to  circumcise  their  chil¬ 
dren  /  nether  to  live  after  the  ciistomes.  What  is  it  therfbre  ? 
The  multitude  must  nedcs  come  togedder.  Por  they  shall  hears 
that  thou  arte  come.  Do  therfore  this  that  we  saye  to  the. 

We  have  .iiij.  men/  which  have  a  vowe  on  them.  Them  take 
and  purifyc  thy  side  with  them,  and  do  cost  on  them  /  that  they 
maye  shave  their  faccdes.  and  all  shall  knowc  that  tho  thynges 
which  they  have  herde  off  the  are  nothynge :  but  thatt  thou  thy 
silfo  ako  valkcst  and  kepest  the  lawe.  As  tonchinge  the  gen- 
tvls  whyelte  bdeve  we  have  written  and  concluded  /  that  they 
observe  no  soche  thynges :  but  that  they  kepe  them  selves  from 
thinges  offred  to  ydoles  /  from  bloud  /  from  strangled  /  and  from 
fomtcacion.  Then  the  nexte  daye  Paul  toke  the  men  and  puri¬ 
fied  hvm  silfc  with  them  /  and  entred  in  to  the  temple/  dectarynger 
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the  fulfillynge  off  the  dayes  of  purificacion/  vatyll  that  an  obla- 
cion  shulde  be  offered  for  every  one  off  them. 

And  as  the  seven  dayes  shulde  have  bene  ended  /  the  iewes 
which  were  of  Asia  when  they  sawe  hym  in  the  temple/  they 
moved  aJl  the  people  and  layde  hondes  on  hym  cryinge :  Men 
of  Israhell  helper  This  is  the  man  that  teacheth  all  men  every 
where  agaynst  the  people/  and  the  lawe/  and  this  place.  Mor- 
over  also  he  hath  brought  grekes  into  the  temple/  and  hath 
polluted  this  holy  place.  For  they  sawe  won  Trophimus  an 
Ephesian  with  hym  in  the  cite.  Hym  they  supposed  Paul  had 
brought  into  the  temple.  And  all  the  cite  was  moved  t  and 'all 
the  people  swarmed  togedder.  And  they  toke  Paul  /  and  drue 
hym  out  of  the  temple  /  and  forth  with  the  dores  were  shut  to. 

As  they  went  about  to  kyll  hym  /  tydynges  cam  vnto  the  hye 
captayne  off  the  soudiers  /  thatt  all  Jerusalem  was  moved,  which 
immediatly  toke  sondiers  and  vndercaptynes  /  and  rann  dotme 
vnto  them.  When  they  sawe  the  vpper  captayne  and  the  sou- 
diers  /  They  lefte  smytynge  off  Paul.  Then  the  captayne  cam 
neare  and  toke  liym/  and  commaunded  hym  to  be  bounde  with 
two  chaynes  /  and  demannded  whatt  he  was  /  and  what  he  had 
done.  Won  cryed  this  /  another  that/  amonge  the  people.  And 
when  he  coulde  nott  knowe  the  certayne  /  for  the  rage :  He 

commaunded  hym  to  be  caried  into  the  castle.  When  he  cam 

<*  _ 

vnto  a  grece  /  hit  fortuned  that  he  was  borne  off  the  soudiers  for 
the  violence  of  the  people.  The  multitude  off  the  people  folowed 
after  cryinge :  a  waye  with  hym. 

And  as  Paul  shulde  have  bene  caryed  into  the  castle.  He 
sayde  vnto  the  hye  captayne :  Maye  I  speake  vnto  the  ?  Which 
say de :  Canst  thou  speake  greke  ?  Arte  not  thou  th  at  Egipcian 
whych  before  these  dayes  /  made  an  vproure  /  and  ledde  out  into 
the  wildernes  about  iiij.  thousande  men  that  were  mortherers? 
Paul  sayde  :  I  am  a  man  which  am  a  iewe  of  Tharsus  a  cite  in 
Cicill  /  a  citesyn  off  noo  vyle  cite  /  I  beseche  the  soffre  me  to 
speake  vnto  the  people.  tyhen  he  had  geven  him  licence/ 
Paul  stode  on  the  steppes/  and  beckned  with  his  honde  vnto 
the  people  /  and  there  was  made  a  greate  silence.  And  he  spake 
vnto  them  in  Ebrue  sayinge : 

Cf)t  tfij.  Chapter. 

X7"E  men  /  brethren  /  and  fathers/  heare  myne  answere  which 
I  make  vnto  you.  When  they  herde  that  he  spake  Ebrue 
vnto  them  /  they  kept  the  moore  silence.  And  he  sayde :  I  am 
verely  a  man  which  am  a  iewe  /  borne  in  Tharsus  t  a  cite  in 
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Cicill/  neverthelesse  vet  broght  vppe  in  dus  cite/  at  the  fete 
off  Gamaliel  /  and  informed  diligently  in  the  lawe  off  the  fathen/ 
and  was  fervent  mynded  to  God  warde  /  as  ye  all  are  this  same 
dave/  and  l  persecuted  this  waye  vnto  the  deeth  byndynge/  and 
del  y  very  nge  into  preson  bothe  men  and  wemen/  as  the  chefe 
prest  doth  bearc  me  witnes/  and  all  the  senioura :  of  whom  also 
1  receaved  letters  vnto  the  brethren  /  and  went  to  Damascon  to 
hrynge  them  which  were  there  bounds  vnto  Jerusalem  forto  be 
punysshed. 

And  it  fortuned  that  as  I  made  my  iorney/  and  was  come  nye 
vnto  Damascon/  aboute  none  /  sodenly  there  shone  from  heven 
a  create  lyght  rounde  aboute  me/  and  *1  fell  vnto  the  erth/  and 
herde  a  voice  sayinge  vnto  me:  Saul/Sanl/  why  persecutest 
thou  me  ?  And  I  answered:  what  arte  thou  lorde?  and  he  sayde 
vnto  me:  I  am'  Jesus  of  Nazareth/  whom  thou  persecutest.  Aod 
they  that  were  with  me  sawe  verely  a  lyght  and  were  a  frayde : 
but  they  herde  nott  the  voyoe  of  him  that  spake  with  me.  And 
1  sayd :  what  shall  I  do  lorde  ?  And  the  lorde  sayde  vn  to  me: 
Aryse  and  goo  into  Damascon  and  there  it  shalbe  tolde  the 
otr  all  thinges  which  are  apoynted  for  the  to  do.  And  when 
I  save  no  thynge  for  the  brightnes  of  that  light/  I  was  ledde 

bv  the  honde  off  them  thatt  were  with  me/  and  cam  into 

V 

Damascon. 

Won  Ananias  a  perfecte  man  /  and  as  pertaynynge  to  the  lawe 
havvnge  goode  reporte  of  all  the  iewes  which  there  dwelt/  cam 
vnto  me/  and  stode  and  aayd  vnto  me:  Brother  Saul  receave 
thy  sight.  And  that  same  boure  I  receaved  my  sight  and  sawe 
hym.  And  he  sayde  vnto  me/  the  god  off  oure fathers  hath 
ordeyned  the  before/  that  thou  shutdest  knowe  hts  will  /  and 
sbuldest  se  that  which  is  rightfull/  and  sh  oldest  heare  the  voyce 
off  hys  monght :  for  thou  shaft  be  his  witnes  vnto  al  men  off  the 
thynges  which  thou  hast  sene  and  herde.  And  xtowe :  why 
tariest  thou?  Aryse  and  be  baptised/  and  wesshe  awaye  thy 
synnes  /  in  callynge  on  the  name  of  the  lorde. 

And  it  fortuned  /  when  I  was  come  agayne  to  Jerusalem  and 
prayde  in  the  temple  /  that  I  was  in  a  trail  nee/  And  sawe  hym 
sayinge  vnto  me :  Make  haste/  and  gett  the  quicly  out  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  :  For  they  wilnott  receave  the  witnes  that  thou  bearest  of 
me.  And  I  sayde :  lorde  they  know  that  1  presoned  /  and  belt 
in  every  si  nagoge  them  that  beleved  on  the.  and  when  the  blond 
of  thv  witnes  Steven  was  sheed/ 1  also  stode  by  /  and  consented 
vnto  his  deeth.  and  kept  the  rayment  off  them  that  slewe  hym. 
And  he  sayde  vnto  me:  departe  for  I  will  sende  the  a  farre  hence 
vnto  the  pentyls. 
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They  gave  him  audience  Ynto  this  wcrrde  /  and  lifte  vppe  their 
voyces  and  saide :  a  wave  with  soche  a  felowe  from  die  erth.  yt 
is  pitie  that  he  shulde  live.  And  they  cryed  and  cast  of  their 
clothes  /  and  thrue  dust  into  die  ayer.  The  captayne  bade  bym 
to  be  brought  into  the  castle/  and  commaunded  him  to  be 
scourged/  and  to  be  examined/  that  lie  myght  fcnowe  whcrfore 
they  cryed  on  hym.  And  as  they  bounde  hym  with  thonges  / 
Paul  sayde  vnto  an  vr.de r  captayne ;  Ys  it  lanfull  for  you  to 
scourge  a  Rom  am  vncondempoed?  When  the  vndcr  captayne 
herde  that/  he  went  to  the  vppcr  captayne/  and  tolde  hym 
sayinge :  What  intendest  thon  to  do  ?  This  man  is  a  Romain. 

The  vpper  captayne  cam  to  hym  /  and  sayde;  Tell  me/  arte 
thou  a  Romain?  He  sayde;  Yee  And  the  captayne  answered ; 
With  moche  money  obtayned  1  this  fredom.  And  Paul  sayde : 
I  was  fre  born.  Then  sbayght  wayde  .departed  from  bym  they 
wich  shulde  have  examined  hym  And  the  captayne  also  was  a 
frayde/  after  he  knewe  that  he  was  a  Romain/  be  cause  he  had 
bounde  hym. 

On  the  morowe  he  lowsed  hym  from  hys  boundcs  de syringe 
to  knowe  the  certaynte  for  what  canse  he  was  accused  of  the 
iewes/  and  commaunded  the  hye  prestes  and  all  the  connsell 
to  come  togedder/  and  brought  Paul/  and  sett  hym  before 
them. 


Cfjt  ftuj.  Chapter. 

1>AUL  behelde  the  counsel!  and  sayde:  Men  and  brethren  / 
'■*"  I  have  lived  in  all  goode  concience  before  god  vntitl  this 
daye.  The  hye  prest  Ananias  commaunded  them  that  stode 
by/  to  smyte  hym  on  the  m  ought.  Then  sayde  Paul  to  hym 
God  shall  smyte  the  thou  payntyd  wall.  Sittest  thou  and  iudgest 
me  after  the  lawe :  and  commaundest  me  to  be  smitteu  contrary 
to  the  lawe  ?  And  they  that .  stode  by  sayde ;  Re vy lest  thou 
Goddes  hy  preste  ?  Then  sayd  Paul :  I  wist  not  brethren  /  that 
he  was  the  hye  preste.  For  it  is  written  thou  shait  not  speake 
evyll  to  the  ruelar  of  thv  people. 

When  Paul  perc&ved  that  the  one  parte  were  Seduces  /  and 
the  otheT  Pharises:  He  cryed  oute  in  the  counsell:  Men  and 
brethren  I  am  a  pharisaye  /  the  sonne  off  a  pharisay  c.  Of  hope  / 
and  of  resurreccion  from  deeth  I  am  iudged.  And  when  he  had 
soo  sayde  /  there  a.  rose  a  debate  bitwenc  the  pliarisayes  and  the 
saduces  /  and  the  multitude  was  devided .  For  the  saduces  save 

m 

that  there  is  no  resurreccion/  nether  angell/  nor  sprete  But  the 
phariseies  graunt  bothe.  And  there  arose  grett  crye  /  and  the 
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scribes  which  wer  on  the  phfirisais  parte  strove  saynge :  We 
fynde  none  evyll  in  this  man.  Though  a  sprete /  or  an  angett 
hath  apered  to  hym  /  lett  vs  not  stryve  agaynst  God. 

And  when  there  arose  gieate  de  bate/  the  captayne  fearynge 
lest  Paul  ahold  have  bene  plnckte  asondre  off  them/  commannded 
the  soudiers  to  goo  doune/  and  to  take  hym  from  amonge 
them  /  and  to  brynge  hym  into  the  castle.  The  nygfct  folowyng 
god  stode  by  hym  and  sayd :  Be  of  goode  cheare  Paul :  For  as 
thou  hast  testified  off  me  in  Jerusalem  /  aoo  must  thou  beam 
witnes  at  Rome. 

When  daye  was  come/  certayn  of  the  iewes  gadder ed  them¬ 
selves  to  gedder/  and  made  a  vowe  sainge:  that  they  wolde 
nether  cate  nor  drynke  till  they  had  killed  Paul.  They  were 
aboute  .xl.  which  had  made  this  conspiiacion.  And  they  cam 
to  the  chefe  prestos  and  seniours/  and  sayde:  we  have  bounde 
cure  selves  with  a  vowe/  that  we  willeate  nothynge  vntill  we 
itavc  slayne  Paul.  Nowe  therfore  gove  knowlege  to  the  vpper 
captayne  /  and  to  the  counsell  that  he  brynge  hym  forth  vnto  vs 
to  morow  i  as  though  we  wolde  knowe  some  thinge  more  per¬ 
fectly  of  hym.  But  we  (or  ever  he  come  neare)  arc  ready  in  the 
mean  season  to  kill  him. 

When  Pauls  sisters  sonne  herde  of  their  iayinge  awayte  r  he 
went  and  entred  into  the  castle  /  and  tolde  Paul.  And  Paul 
called  one  off  the  vnder  captaynes  vnto  hym  /  and  sayde :  Brynge 
this  youngc  man  vnto  the  captayne.  for  he  hath  a  certayne 
thynge  to  shewe  hym.  And  he  toke  him  /  and  ledde  him  vnto 
the  live  captayne  and  said :  Paul  the  presoner  called  me  vnto  hym 
and  prayed  roe  to  brynge  this  younge  man  vnto  the/  which 
hath,  a  certayne  matter  to  shewe  the.' 

The  bye  captayne  toke  hym  by  the  bond/  and  went  a  parte 
with  hym  out  of  the  waye/  and  axed  hym :  what  hast  thou  to 
save  vnto  me?  And  he  said:  the  iewes  are  determined  to 
desyre  the  that  thou  woldest  brynge  forth  Paul  to  morow e  into 
the  counsel! /  os  thougth  they  wolde  enquyre  somwhat  of  him 
more  perfectly.  But  folowe  not  their  mindes :  for  there  laye 
awayte  for  hym  off  them/  moo  then  xl.  men/  which  have  bounde 
them  selves  with  a  vowe/  that  they  will  nether  eate  nor  drynke 
till  they  have  killed  hym.  And  nowe  are  they  redy  /  and  loke 
for  thy  promes. 

The  vpper  captayne  lett  the  yonge  man  depaite  and  charged : 
Se  thou  tell  no  man  that  thou  hast  tolde  me  this.  And  he  called 
vnto  hym  two  vnder  captaynes  /  sayinge :  Make  redy  two  faondred 
southern  to  goo  to  Cesarea/  and  horomeri  threscore  and  ten.' 
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And  speare  men  two  hondred/  at  the  thyrde  houre  oft'  the  nyght/ 
And  delyvre  them  beastes  that  they  maye  putt  Paul  on/  and 
brynge  nym  safe  vnto  Felix  the  hye  debite/  and  wrote  a  letter 
in  this  maner. 

Claudius  Lisias  vnto  the  most  mighty  ruelar  Felix  sendeth 
gretynges.  This  man  was  taken  of  the  iewes  /  and  shuide  have 
bene  killed  of  them  :  Then  cam  1  with  soudiers/  and  rescued 
him/  and  perceaved  that  he  was  a  Romavne.  And  when  I 
wolde  have  knowen  the  cause/  wherfore  they  accused  hvm /  1 
brought  hym  forth  into  their  counsell.  There  pcrccaved  I  that 
he  was  accused  off  questions  of  their  lawe :  but  was  not  gilty  of 
eny  thinge  worthy  of  deeth/  or  of  bondes.  After  warde  when 
it  was  shewed  me bowe  that  the  iewes  layde  wayte  for  the  man/ 
I  sent  hym  strayght  waye  to  the/  and  gave  commaundment  to 
hys  accusers/  yf  they  had  aught  agaynst  hym/  to  tell  it  vnto 
the :  fare  well. 

The  soudiers  as  it  was  commaunded  vnto  them/  tokc  Paul 
and  brought  hym  by  nyght  to  Antipatras.  On  the  morowe  they 
lefte  the  horsmen  to  goo  with  hym  /  and  returned  vnto  the  castle, 
when  they  cam  to  Cesarea/  they  delivered  the  pistle  to  the  debite/ 
and  presented  Paul  before  him.  when  the  debite  had  redde  the 
letter/  he  axed  off  what  countre  he  was  /and  when  he  vnderstode 
that  he  was  of  Cictll/ 1  will  heare  the  (sayde  he)  when  thyne  ac- 
cusars  are  come  also.  And  commaunded  hym  to  be  kepte  in 
Herodes  pallys. 


Ci)»  jrjrtb.  C^aptrr. 

A  FTER  v.  dayes/  Ananias  the  hye  preste  descended/  with 
senioures/  and  with  a  certayne  ora  tour  named  Tartu  llus/ 
and  enformed  the  ruelar  agaynst  Paul,  when  Paul  was  called 
forth/  Tartullus  began  to  accuse  him  saying :  Seynge  that  we 
live  in  gret  quyetnes  by  the  meanes  of  the  and  that  many  goode 
thynges  are  done  vnto  this  uacion  thorow  thy  providence ;  that 
alowe  we  ever  and  in  all  placis/  most  myghty  Felix  with  all 
thankes.  Notwithstondynge/  lest  I  betedeous  vnto  the/ 1  praye 
the  /  thatt  thou  w oldest  neare  vs  of  thy  curtesy  a  feawe  wordes. 

We  have  founde  this  man  a  pestilent  felowe/  and  a  mover  of 
debate  amonge  the  iewes  thorowe  out  the  worlde/  And  a  mayn- 
tayner  off  the  secte  off  tlie  Nazarens:  whicli  also  hath  enforsed 
to  pollute  the  temple/  whom  we  toke  and  wolde  have  iudged 
acordynge  to  ou  re  lawe :  but  tlie  Iiye  captayne  Lisias  cam  apon 
vs/  and  with  grett  violence  toke  hym  out  of  oure  hondes/  coin- 
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mauntlynge  his  accusars  to  come  vnto  the  /  off  whom  thou  znayst 
(yfT  thou  wilt  enquyre)  koowe  the  certaynte  of  all  these  thynges 
wher  of  we  accuse  hym.  The  iewes  lyke  wysc  affermed/  sayinge 
that  it  was  even  so. 

Then  Paul  (after  that  the  ruelar  him  silfe  had  beckoned  vnto 
him  that  he  shulde  8{>cake)  answered :  I  shall  with  a  moarc  quyet 
minde  answer  for  my  silfe/  for  as  moche  as  I  vnderstonde  that 
thou  hast  bene  off  many  ycares  a  judge  vnto  thys  people/  be 
cause  that  thou  mayst  knowe  that  there  are  yet  but  xij.  dayes 
sence  I  went  vppe  to  Jerusalem  for  to  praye.  And  that  they 
nether  founde  me  iu  the  temple  disputinge  with  eny  man  /  other 
ravsynge  vp  the  people/  nether  in  the  sinagoges  nor  in  the  cite. 
Nether  can  they  prove  the  thinges  wher  of  they  accuse  me. 

But  this  1  confesse  vnto  the/  that  after  thatt  wave  (which 
they  call  heresy)  so  worshippel  the  god  of  my  fathers/  belevinge 
all  thynges  which  are  written  in  the  lawe  and  the  prophetes/ 
and  have  hope  tewardes  god /  that  the  same  resurrecsion  from 
derth  (which  they  them  selves  loke  for  also)  shalbe  both  of  iust 
and  vniust.  And  therfore  stody  I  to  have  a  cleare  conscience 
towarde  god  /  and  toward  man  also. 

Many  yeres  agoo  I  cam  and  brought  almes  to  my  people  and 
offeringes/  in  the  which  they  founde  me  purified  in  the  temple/ 
nether  with  multitude/  nor  yett  with  vnquyetnes.  There  were 
eertaine  iewes  out  of  Asia  which  ought  to  be  here  present  before 
the.  /  and  accuse  me/  yf  they  had  ought  agaynst  me :  or  els  let 
thes  same  here  save/  if  they  have  founde  eny  evyll  doinge  in  me/ 
whill  I  stonde  here  in  the  counsell/  excepte  it  be  for  this  one 
voyce/  that  1  cryed  stondynge  ainonge  them  off  the  resurreccion 
from  deeth  am  l  judged  on  you  this  daye.. 

When  Felix  herde  that  he  differde  them/  for  he  knewe  very 
well  of  that  wave  and  savde:  when  Lisias  the  captayne  is  come/ 
I  will  know  tlie  vt  most  of  youre  matters,  and  lie  commaunded 
an  vndcrcaptayne  to  kepe  Paul/  and  that  he  shuld  have  rest/ 
and  that  he  shulde  forbyd  none  of  his  acquayntatmcc  to  minister 
vnto  him  /  or  to  come  vnto  him. 

After  a  ccrtayne  dayes  cam  Felix/  and  his  wyfe  Drusilla 
which  was  a  iewes  /  and  called  forth  Paul  /  and  herde  hym  of  the 
fay  lit  which  is  toward  Christ.  And  as  he  preached  of  Justice/ 
temperaunce/  and  Judgement  to  come/  Felix  trembled/  and 
answered :  thou  hast  done  ynough  att  this  tynie/  departe  /  when 
1  have  a  convenient  tyme/  I  will  sende  for  the.  He  hoped  also 
that  money  shulde  be  geven  hym  off  Paul  that  he  myght  lowse 
hym  /  wherfore  he  called  hym  the  oftenner/  and  commened  with 
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hym.  After  two  yeare  cam  Festus  Porcius  into  Felix  rouine/ 
.and  Felix  willynge  to  shewe  the  Jewes  a  pleasure  lefte  Paul  in 
preson  bounde. 


Cf>r  jrjrb.  Chapter. 

* 

TTT’HEN  Festus  was  come  into  the  province  /  after  thre  dayes/ 
he  ascended  from  Cesareavnto  Jerusalem.  Then  enfonned 
hym  the  hye  prestes/  and  the  chefe  off  the  iewes  agaynst  Paul, 
and  they  entreated  hym  /  and  desired  faveour  agaynst  hym  that 
he  wold  sende  for  him  to  Jerusalem  /  and  layde  awayte  lor  hym 
in  the  wave  to  kill  him.  Festus  answered  that  Paul  shulde  be 
kept  at  Cesarea :  but  that  he  hyin  silfe  wold  shortly  departe 
thither.  Lett  them  therfore  (sayd  he)  whiche  amonge  you  are 
able  to  do  it  come  doune  with  vs  and  accuse  hym  /  if  there  be 
eny  faute  in  the  man. 

When  he  had  taried  there  moare  then  ten  dayes  he  departed 
vnto  Cesarea/  and  the  nexte  daye  sate  doune  in  the  judgement 
seate/  and  commaunded  Paul  to  be  brought.  When  he  was 
come  the  iewes  which  were  come  from  Jerusalem  /  cam  aboute 
hym  and  layde  many  and  greveous  eomplaintes  agaynst  Paul/ 
which  they  coulde  nott  prove  aslonge  as  he  answered  for  hym 
silfe  /  that  he  had  nether  agaynst  the  lawe  of  the  iewes/  nether 
agaynst  the  temple/  nor  yet  agaynst  Cesar  offended  env  thynge 
att  ail. 

Festus  w'illynge  to  do  the  iewes  a  pleasure /  answered  Paul/ 
and  sayde :  Wilte  thou  goo  to  Jerusalem/  and  there  be  iudged 
of  these  thynges  before  me  ?  Then  sayd  Paul :  I  stonde  at. 
Cesars  iudgement  seate/  where  I  ought  to  be  iudged.  To  the 
iewes  have  I  no  harme  done/  as  thou  verv  well  knowest.  If  I 
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have  hurte  them/  or  committed  eny  thynge  worthy  of  deeth/ 1 
refuse  not  to  deye.  Yf  none  off  these  thynges  are/  where  off 
they  accuse  me  /  no  man  ought  to  deliver  me  to  them.  1  appeale 
vnto  Cesar.  Then  spake  Festus  with  delibcracion/  and 
answered :  Thou  haste  appealed  vnto  Cesar :  vnto  Cesar  shall, 
thou  goo. 

After  a  certayne  dayes  kynge  Agrippa  and  Bernice  cam  vnto 
Cesarea  to  wclcoui  Festus.  And  when  they  had  bene  there  a 
good  ceason/  Festus  rehearsed  Paules  cause  vnto  the  kynge 
sayinge :  There  is  a  certayne  man  lefte  in  preson  off  Felix  about 
whom  when  1  cam  to  Jerusalem  the  hye  prestes/  and  seniours  of 
the  Jewes  enformed  me  /  and  desyred  to  have  judgement  agaynst 
hym.  To  whom  I  answered:  It  is  nott  the  maner  off  the 
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Romayns  to  delivere  eny  man  thatt  he  shulde  perisshe/  before 
that  he  which  is  accused  /  have  hys  accusars  before  hym/  and 
Iiave  licence  to  answer  for  hym  silfe  /  as  pertaynynge  to  the 
cry  me  whet  of  he  is  accused,  when  they  were  come  hidder  /  with 
out  delaye  on  the  morowe  I  sate  to  geve  iudgement/  and  com- 
niaunde  the  man  to  be  brought  forth,  agaynste  whom  when  the 
accusers  stode  vppe/  they  brought  none  accusacion  off  soche 
thynges  as  I  supposed  :  But  hadde  certayne  questions  agaynst 
hym  off  their  awne  supersticion  /  and  of  one  Jesus  which  was 
<led.  whom  Paul  affirmed  to  be  alive.  Be  cause  I  douted  off 
the  questions  / 1  axed  hym  whither  he  wolde  goo  to  Jerusalem  / 
and  there  be  iudged  of  these  matters.  Then  when  Paul  had 
appealed  to  be  kept  vnto  the  knowledge  off  Cesar.  I  com- 
maunded  hym  to  be  kept  till  I  myght  sende  hym  to  Cesar. 

Agrippa  $ayd  vnto  Festus :  1  wolde  also  heare  the  man  my 
silfe.  To  morowe  (sayde  he)  thou  shalt  hoare  hyin.  On  the 
morowe  when  Agrippa  was  come  and  Bernice  with  greate 
pompe  /  and  were  entrede  into  the  counsell  housse  with  the  cap- 
taynes  and  chefe  men  of  the  cite/  at  Festus  commaundement 
Paul  was  brought  forth/  and  Festus  sayde  :  Kynge  Agrippa/ 
and  all  men  which  are  heare  present,  with  vs  :  Ye  se  this  man 
about  whom  all  the  multitude  of  Jewes  hath  bene  with  me/ 
both  at  Jerusalem  and  also  here/  cryinge  that  he  ought  not  to 
live  env  longer.  Yet  founde  I  nothynge  worthy  of  deeth  that 
lie  had  committed.  Never thclesse  seinge  that  he  hath  appealed 
to  Cesar  /  I  have  delcrmyned  to  sende  hym.  Off  whom  I  have 
no  ccrtaync  thynge  to  wryte  ynto  my  lorde.  Wherfore  I  have 
brought  hvm  vnto  you  /  and  specially  vnto  the/  kynge  Agrippa/ 
that  after  examinacion  had/  I  myght  have  sumwhat  to  wnte. 
For  me  thynketh  it  vnreasoneblc  forto  sende  a  presoner/  and 
not  to  shewe  the  causes/  which  are  layde  agaynst  hym. 


C$e  rjrbj.  Cljaptn*. 

A  GRIPPA  sayde  vnto  Paid  :  Thou  arte  permitted  to  speake 
for  thy  silfe.  Then  Paul  stretched  forth  his  honde/  and 
answered  for  hym  silfe  :  I  thynke  my  silfe  happy  kynge  Agrippa/ 
lie  cause  1  shall  auswere  this  daye  before  the  of  all  the  thynges 
where  of  1  am  accused  of  the  iewes/  namly  be  cause  thou  arte 
experte  in  all  customes/  and  questions/  which  are  amonge  the 
iewes.  wheerfore  I  besethe  the  to  heare  me  paciently. 

My  livynge  off  achyldc/  which  was  at  the  fyrst  amonge  myne 
awiie  naeiou  att  Jerusalem  knowe  all  the  iewes  which  knew  me 
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from  the  begynnynge/  yf  they  wolde  testifye  it.  For  after  the 
most  straytest  secte  of  oure  lawe  lived  I  a  pharisaye  and  nowe  I 
stond  and  am  iudged  for  the  hope  off  the  promes  made  off  God 
vnto  oure  fathers  vnto  which  promes/  oure  .xij.  tribes  instantly 
servynge  God  daye  and  nyght/  hope  to  come.  For  which 
hopes  sake  /  kynge  Agvippa  am  I  accused  off  the  iewes.  why 
shulde  itt  be  thought  a  thynge  vrxcredible  vnto  you  /  if  God 
rayse  agayne  the  deed  ? 

I  also  verely  thought  in  my  silfe/  that  I  ought  to  do  many 
contrary  thynges  /  dene  agaynst  the  name  off  Jesus  off  Nazareth : 
which  thynge  I  alsoo  did  in  Jerusalem.  And  many  of  the 
saynctes  shut  I  in  preson.  morover  I  receaved  auctorite  off  the 
hye  prestes:  And  when  they  were  putt  to  deeth  I  gave  the 
sentence.  And  I  punnysshed  them  often  in  every  sinagoge/  and 
compelled  them  to  blaspheme,  and  was  yett  more  mad  apon 
them  and  persecuted  them/  even  vnto  straunge  cites.  About 
the  which  thynges  as  I  went  to  Damascon  whitli  auctorite/  and 
commission  from  the  bye  prestes/  even  at  myd  daye  (kynge 
Ajajrippa)  I  sawe  in  the  way.e  a  lyght  from  heven/  above  the 
brightnes  of  the  sunne/  sbyne  ronnde  about  me  and  them/  which 
iorneyed  with  me. 

When  we  wer  all  fallen  to  the  erth  / 1  herde  a  voyce  speakynge 
vnto  me/  and  sayinge  in  the  ebrue  tonge:  Saul/  Saul  /  why 
persecutest  thou  me?  Hit  is  harde  for  the  to  kicke  agaynste  the 

Fricke.  And  I  sayde :  Who  arte  thou  lordc  ?  And  he  sayde : 

am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest :  But  ryse  and  stond  vppe 
on  thy  fete.  For  I  have  apered  vnto  the  for  this  purpose/  to 
make  the  a  mynister/  and  a  witnes  both  off  the  thynges  which 
thou  hast  sene/  and  off  tho  thynges  in  the  which  1  will  apero 
vnto  the/  delyveryuge  the  from  the  people  /  and  from  the  gen* 
tv  Is/  vnto  the  which  nowe  1  sende  the/  to  open  their  eyes  that 
they  myght  turne  ffrom  darcknes  vnto  lyght/  and  ffrom  the 
power  of  Satan  vnto  God/  that  they  maye  rcceave  forgevenes  of 
synnes/  and  inheritaunce  amonge  them  which  are  sanctyfyed  by 
fayth  in  me. 

Wherfore  kynge  Agrippa  I  was  not  disobedient  vnto  the 
hevenly  vysion :  butt  shewed  fyrst  vnto  them  off  Damascon/ 
and  att  Jerusalem  /  and  thorow  out  all  the  costes  off  Jewry  / 
and  to  tbc  gentyls/  that  they  shulde  repent/  and  turne  to  God/ 
and  do  the  right  werkes  off  repentaunce.  For  this  cause  the 
iewes  caught  me  in  the  temple/  and  went  about  to  kill  me.  Ne- 
verthelesse  I  obtayned  helpe  off  God/  and  stond  vnto  this  daye 
witnessynge  bothe  to  small  and  to  great e/  saying  none  other 


240 


Cfje  ftctti  of  tfje  8po*tItd.  Cfy.  yybtji; 

thynges/  then  those  which  the  prophetes  and  Moses  did  saye 
shulde  come  /  that  Christ  shulde  sunre  /  and  that  he  shuld  be  the 
fyrst  that  shulde  ryse  from  deeth  /  and  shulde  shcwe  lightt  vnto 
the  people  /  and  to  the  gentyls. 

As  he  thus  answered  for  hym  silfe  :  Festus  sayde  with  a  lowde 
voyce:  Paul/  thou  arte  besides  thy  silfe.  Moche  leamynge 
hath  made  the  mad.  And  Paul  sayde :  I  am  not  mad  most  dere 
Festus :  but  speake  the  wordes  of  trueth  and  sobemes  The 
kynge  knoweth  of  these  thynges/  before  whom  I  speke  frely. 
nether  thynke  I  that  eny  of  these  thynges  are  hidden  from  hym. 
For  this  thynge  was  not  done  in  a  corner.  Kynge  Agrippa  be- 
Icvest  thou  the  prophetes  ?  I  wote  wele  thou  belevcst.  Agrippa 
sayde  vnto  Paul :  Suinwbatt  thou  bryngest  me  in  mynde  ffor  to 
he  come  christen.  And  Pauli  sayd  :  I  wolde  to  God  that  not 
only  thou  :  but  also  all  that  heare  me  to  day e/  were  not  sum- 
what  only  /  but  altogedder  soche  as  I  am  except  these  bondes. 
And  when  he  had  thus  spoken  /  the  kynge  rose  vppe  /  and  the 
debite/  and  Bernice/  and  thev  that  sate  with  them.  And  when 
they  were  gone  aparte  /  they  talked  betwene  them  selves  Bayinge : 
This  man  doeth  nothynge  worthy  of  deeth/  nor  of  bondes. 
Then  sayde  Agrippa  vnto  festus :  This  man  myght  have  bene 
lowsed  yf  he  had  not  apealed  vnto  Cesar. 


W'btj.  Chapter. 

"IT^HEN  it  was  concluded  that  we  shulde  sayle  into  italy/ 
" "  they  delivered  Paul/  and  certayne  other  presoners  vnto 
won  uamed  Julius/  an  vndercaptayne  of  Cesars  soudiars.  And 
wc  entred  into  a  shippe  of  Adramicium  /  and  lowsed  from  lond  / 
apoynted  to  sayle  by  the  costes  off’  Asia/  won  Aristarcus  out  of 
Macedonia  /  of  the  contre  of  Thessalia  /  beinge  with  vs.  The  nexte 
daye  cam  wc  to  sidon/  and  Julius  courteously  eutreated  Paul/ 
and  gave  him  libertc  to  goo  vnto  his  frendes/  and  to  refresshe 
hym  silfe.  And  from  thence  lanched  we  and  sayled  harde  by 
Cypers/  l>c  cause  the  wyndes  were  contrary.  Then  sayled  we 
over  the  see  off  Oicill/  and  Pamphylia  /  and  cam  to  Myra  a  cite 
in  Lycia, 

And  there  the  vnder  captayne  founde  a  shippe  off'  Alexandry 
i  edy  to  sayle  in  Italy  /  and  put  vs  there  in  /  and  when  we  had 
sayled  slowly  many  dayes  /  and  Bcace  were  come  over  agaynst 
Gnydon  (be  cause  the  wynde  with  stode  vs)  we  saied  harde  by 
the  costes  off  Candy/  over  agaynste  Sahno/  and  with  moche 
worke  sayled  beyonde  hytt  /  and  cam  vnto  a  place  called  Goode 
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portc.  Neve  where  vnto  was  a  citte  called  Lasea.  When 
moehe  tyme  was  spent  /  and  saylynge  was  tiowe  ieoperdeous  > 
because  alsoo  thatt  we  had  overlonge  fasted/  Paul  put  them  in 
remembrauncc/  and  sayde  vnto  them  :  Syrs  I  perceave  that  thys 
vyage  wilbe  with  hurte  and  domage/  not  on  the  ladvuge  and 
shippe  only :  but  also  off  oure  lyues.  Butt  the  vndercaptayne 
beleved  the  gouemer  /  and  the  master  better  then  thoo  thynges 
which  were  spoken  off  Paul.  And  because  the  haven  was  nott 
commodius  to  wynter  in/  many  toke  counsell  to  departe  thence  / 
yfT  by  eny  meanes  they  myght  atayne  to  Phenices  and  there  to 
wynter  /  whych  haven  pertayneth  to  Candy  /  and  servith  to  the 
sougthwest/  and  northwest  wynde.  When  the  sougtli  wyndc 
blewe  /  they  snpposynge  to  obtayne  theyr  purpose  lowsed  vnto 
Asson  /  and  say  led  paste  all  Candy. 

Butt  anon  after  there  arose  (agaynste  theyr  purpose)  a  flawo 
off  wynde  out  of  the  northeste  When  the  shippe  was  caught  / 
and  coulde  not  Tesist  the  wynde/  we  Jett  her  goo  and  drave  with 
the  wedder.  Wc  cam  vnto  an  vie  named  Ciauda/  And  had 

aP 

moche  worke  to  come  by  aboote/  which  they  toke  vppe/  ami 
vsed  helppe  vndergerdynge  the  shippe/  fearyngc  lest  we  shulde 
have  fallen  into  Syrtes/  and  we  let  doune  a  vessell  and  soo 
were  caryed.  The  nexte  daye  when  we  were  tossed  with  an 
excedynge  tempest  /  they  lightened  the  shippe/  and  the  thyrdc 
daye  we  cast  out  with  oure  awne  hondes  the  tacklinge  of  the 
shippe.  When  at  the  last  nether  sunne  nor  starre  in  many 
dayes  apered  /  And  noo  smale  tempest  laye  apon  vs  /  all  hope 
thatt  we  shulde  be  saved  /  was  taken  awaye. 

Then  after  longe  abstinence  Paul  stode  forth  in  the  myddes 
of  them  and  sayde:  Syrs  ye  shulde  have  lierde  me/  and  not 
have  departed  from  Candy  /  nether  to  have  brought  vnto  vs  this 
harme  and  losse.  And  nowe  I  exhorte  you  to  be  of  goode 
chere/  ffor  there  shalbc  noo  losse  off  eny  mans  lyfe  anionge 
you:  Butt  off  the  shippe  only.  For  there  stode  by  me  this 
nyght  the  angell  off  God  whose  I  am/  and  whom  -I  serve/ 
saying:  feare  nott  Paul/  for  thou  must  be  brought  before  Cesar. 
And  loo/  God  hath  geven  vnto  the  all  thatt  are  in  the  shippe 
with  the  /  wherfore  Syrs  be  of  good  chere  /  for  I  belevc  God  that, 
so  it  shalbe  even  as  it  was  tolde  me/  and  we  must  be  cast  into  a 
certayne  ylonde. 

But  when  the  fourtenthe  nyght  was  come  as  we  were  caryed 
in  Adria/  about  mydnyght  the  Bhipmen  demed  thatt  there  apered 
some  countre  vnto  them/  and  they  sounded  /  and  founde  it  xx. 
feddoms.  they  went  a  lytell  further  and  sounded  agaync/  and 
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founde  xv.  feddoms.  Then  fearinge  lest  they  shulde  have  fallen 
on  some  Rocker  they  cast  iiij.  ancres  out  of  the  sterne  /  and 
wysshed  for  the  daye.  As  the  shipmen  were  about  to  fle  out  of 

u*  *  ■  ♦  ,  ■ 

the  shipper  and  had  lett  doune  the  bote  into  the  seer  vnder  a 
colour  as  though  they  wolde  have  cast  ancres  out  off  the  for- 
.shippe:  Paul  sayd  vnto  the  vnder  captayne  and  the  soudiers : 
oxcepte  these  abyde  in  the  shippe  ye  cannot  be  safe.  Then  the 
soudiers  cut  off  the  rope  off  the  bote/  and  lett  yt  fall  awaye. 

And  in  the  meane  tyme/  bitwixt  that  and  daye/  Paul  be¬ 
sought  them  all  to  take  meate  /  say ingc :  this  is  the  fourtenthe 
daye  that  ye  have  taried  and  continued  fastynge  receavynge  no 
thynge  at  all  /  wherfore  1  praye  you  to  take  meate.  for  this  no 
dout  is  for  youre  helth  /  for  there  shall  not  an  heere  fall  from 
the  heed  of  eny  of  you.  And  when  he  had  thus  spoken  he  tokc 
breed  and  gave  thankes  to  God  in  presence  off  them  all/  and 
brake  it  /  and  began  to  eatc.  Then  were  they  all  of  Good  cheare  / 
and  they  also  tokc  meate.  We  were  all  togedder  in  the  shippe  / 
two  hondred  and  tlire  score  and  sixtene  soules.  When  they  had 
eaten  ynough  /  they  lightened  the  shippe  and  cast  out  the  weate 
into  the  see. 

When  ytt  was  daye  they  knew  not  the  lande/  butt  they 
spied  a  certayne  reache  with  a  banker  in  to  the  which  they 
were  mynded  (yff  ytt  were  possible)  to  thrust  in  the  shippe. 
And  when  they  had  taken  vppe  the  ancres/  they  committed 
the  m  selves  vnto  the  see/  and  lowsed  the  rudder  bondes  and 
hoysed  vppe  the  maync  sayle  to  the  wynde  and  druc  to  londe  / 
and  they  fell  into  a  place/  which  had  the  see  on  bothc  the  sydes/ 
and  thrust  in  the  shipper  and  the  foore  parte  stucke  fast/  and 
moved  not  /  and  the  hynderparte  brake  with  the  violence  of  the 
waves. 

The  soudears  counsell  was  to  kyll  the  presoners  lest  eny  off 
them  /  when  fie  had  swome  out  shulde  fle  awaye:  but  the  vnder 
captayne  willinge  to  save  Paul  kept  them  from  their  purpose/ 
and  commaunded  that  they  that  couldeswym  shulde  cast  them 
selves  fyrst  into  the  see  /  and  scape  to  londe.  And  the  other  he 
commaunded  to  goo  /  some  on  hordes  /  and  some  on  broken 
peees  off  the  shippe.  And  so  cam  it  to  passer  that  they  cam  all 
safe  to  londe. 


€l)e  jTfmj.  Chapter. 

AND  when  they  were  scaped  they  knewc  that  the  yle  was 
called  Miieta.  The  people  off  the  countre  shewed  vs  no 
litell  ky  ml  nos/  for  they  kynclled  a  fyre  and  receavcd  vs  every 
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our  be  cause  off  the  present  rayne  /  and  be  cause  of!*  coldc. 
When  Paul  had  gaddered  a  bound  Ic  off  stickes/  And  putt  them 
into  the  tyre /  a  viper  (be  cause  off  the  heet)  creept  out  und  le  pi 
on  his  honde.  When  the  men  off  the  contre  sawe  the  worinc 
hange  on  hys  honde  /  they  sayde  amongc  them  selves :  thys  man 
must  nedcs  be  a  morthcrer/  Whom  (though  he  have  escaped 
the  see)  yet  vongeaunce  suffreth  nott  to  live,  and  he  sliukc  of 
the  vermen  into  the  fyre/  and  felt  no  harme.  They  way  ted 
when  he  shuide  have  swolne/  or  fallen  doune  deed  sodeutiy. 
But  after  they  had  loked  a  g  reate  whyle  /  and  sawe  no  liannc 
come  to  hyra  /  they  chaunged  their  myndcs  /  and  sayde  that  he 
was  a  God. 

In  the  same  quarters  /  the  chefc  man  off  the  yle  whose  name  was 
Publius/  had  a  lordshippe/  whych  receaved  vs  /  and  lodged  vs 
thre  dayes  courteously.  Hit  fortuned  that  the  father  of  Publius 
layc  sicke  off  a  fiever/  and  of  a  bluddy  flixe  to  whom  Paul  entred 
in  and  prayde  /  and  tayde  his  hondes  on  hyin/  and  healed  hym. 
when  this  was  done  /  other  also  which  were  diseased  in  the  yle  > 
cam  and  were  healed:  and  they  did  vs  grett  honour.  Ami 
when  we  departed  /  they  laded  vs  with  thynges  necessary. 

After  thre  moncthes  we  sayled  in  a  shippe  off  Alexandry  /  which 
had  wyntred  in  the  yle/  whose  badge  was  Castor  and  pollux. 
And  when  we  cam  to  Ciracusa  /  we  taryed  1110*6  iij .  dayes  /  from 
whence  we  sayled  about  and  cam  to  Regtum.  and  after  wort 
daye  the  sougth  wynde  blewc  /  and  we  cam  the  nexte  dave  to 
Putiolus  where  we  foundc  brethren  /  and  were  desvred  to  tarv 

_  W0  t 

with  them  seven  dayes  /  and  so  cam  we  to  Rome.  And  from 
thence  /  when  the  brethren  horde  of  vs  /  they  cam  to  Apiphomm  / 
and  thre  taverns  /  and  met  vs.  when  Paul  sawe  them  he  thanked 
God  /  and  wexed  booldc.  When  we  cam  to  Rome/  the  vndcr 
captayne  delivered  the  presoners  to  the  chefe  captaync  of  the 
host :  butt  Paul  was  suffered  to  dwell  alone  with  wonc  soudier 
that  kept  hym. 

Hit  fortuned  that  after  thre  dayes  Paul  called  the  chefe  of  the 
iewes  togedder.  When  they  were  come  /  he  sayde  vnto  them :  Men 
and  brethren  /  though  I  have  committed  noo  thyngc  agaynst  the 
people/  or  lawes  of  oure  fathers:  yett  was  I  delivered  presoucr 
from  Jerusalem  into  the  hondes  of  the  romains.  Which  when 
they  had  examened  me  woldc  have  lett  me  goo  /  he  cause  they 
founde  no  cause  of  decth  in  me  :  but  when  the  iewes  cried  con¬ 
trary:  I  was  constrayned  to  appeale  vntoCqsar.  Not  be  cause 
I  had  ought  to  accuse  my  people  of.  For  this  cause  have  1 
called  for  you  to  se  you  /  and  to  speake  with  you.  For  1  be  cause 
off  the  hope  off  Israhel/  am  bounde  with  this  chayne. 
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sprete/  was  sene  off angels/  was  preached  vnto  the  gentyls/  was 
beleved  on  in  erth  and  receaved  vppe  in  glory. 

Cf) t  fb.  Cf)aptrr. 

HE  sprete  speaketh  evydently  that  in  the  latter  tymes  some 
shall  departe  from  the  fayth/  and  shall  geve  hede  vnto 
spretes  of  errure/  and  dyvlysshe  doctryne  off  them  which  speake 
falce  thorow  ypocrisy  /  and  nave  their  consciences  marked  with  an 
hott  ycron/  iorbyddynge  to  mary/  and  commaundynge  to  ab- 
staync  from  meates  /  which  god  hath  c tested  to  be  receaved  with 
gevynge  thankes/  off  them  which  beleve/  and  have  knowen  the 
trueth/  for  all  the  creatures  of  God  are  good ;  and  nothynge 
to  be  refused  /  y ff  it  be  receaved  with  thankes  gevynge :  For 
it  is  sanctified  by  the  worde  of  god/  and  prayer.  Yff  thou 
shalt  put  the  brethren  in  remembraunce  of  these  thynges/  thou 
shalt  be  a  good  minister  of  Jesu  Christ  which  hast  bene  norisshed 
vppe  in  the  wordes  of  fayth/  and  good  doctryne/  which  doc¬ 
tryne  thou  hast  continually  followed.  But  cast  awaye  vngostly 
and  olde  wyves  fables. 

Exercyse  thy  siife  vnto  godlines.  For  bodely  exercyse 
proffiteth  lytcll:  Butt  godlines  is  good  vnto  all  thynges/  as  a 
thynge  which  hath  promyses  of  thelyfe  that  is  nowe/  and  off  the 
lyfe  to  come.  This  is  a  sure  saynge/  and  of  all  parties  worthy 
to  be  receaved.  For  therfore  we  l&boure  and  suffre  rebuke/ 
be  cause  we  beleve  in  the  livynge  god  /  which  is  the  savioure  off 
all  men/  butt  specially  of  those  that  beleve.  Suche  thynges 
commaunde  and  tcache.  Let  no  man  despyse  thy  youth :  but 
be  vnto  them  that  beleve  an  insample/  in  worde  /  in  conversa¬ 
tion  /  in  love  /  in  sprete  /  in  fayth  and  in  purenes. 

Till  I  come  geve  attendaunce  to  redynge/  to  exhortacion/  and 
to  doctryne.  Despyse  not  the  gyfte  that  is  in  the/  which  was 
geven  the  thorow  prophesy  /  and  with  leyingc  on  of  the  hondes 
of  a  seniour.  These  thynges  exercyse/  and  geve  thy  Bilfe  vnto 
them/  that  all  men  maye  se  howe  thou  proffetes.  Take  hede 
yrito  thy  siife  and  vnto  learnynge/  and  continue  therin.  For  if 
thou  shalt  so  do  thou  shalt  save  thy  siife/  and  them  that  heare  the. 


Cl) c  b.  Cfjapttr. 

X>  EBUKE  not  a  seniour :  but  exliorte  hym  as  a  father/  and 
the  yonger  men  as  brethren/  the  elder  wemeu  as  mothers/ 
the  yonger  as  sisters/  with  all  purenes.  Honoure  widdowes 
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which  are  true  wyddowes.  Yf  eny  wyddowe  have  children  or 
ne veils/  let  them  learne  fyrst  to  ruele  their  owne  houses  godly/ 
and  to  recompence  their  elders.  For  that  is  good  and  exceptablc 
before  God.  She  that  is  a  very  wyddowe/  and  irendlesse/  put- 
tcth  her  trust  in  god  /  and  continueth  in  supplication  and  prayer 
nyght  and  daye  :  but  she  that  liveth  in  pleasure/  is  deed  even 
yet  alive.  And  suche  thynges  commaunde/  that  they  maye  be 
without  faut.  Yf  there  be  eny  that  provideth  not  for  his  owne/ 
and  namly  for  them  of  his  housholde  the  same  denyeth  the  fay  th  / 
and  is  worsse  then  an  infydell. 

Let  no  wyddowe  be  chosen  vnder  threscore  yere  olde/  and 
soche  a  wone  as  was  the  wyfe  off  one  man  /  and  well  reported 
off  in  good  workes :  yf  she  have  noressed  children  /  yf  she  have 
bene  liberal!  to  straungers/  yf  she  have  wesshed  the  saynctes 
fete  /  yf  she  have  ministred  vnto  them  which  were  in  adversitie  / 
yf  she  were  continually  geven  vnto  all  maner  good  workes.  The 
yonger  widdowes  refuse.  For  when  they  have  begonne  to  wexe 
wantan/  to  the  dishonoure  of  Christ/  then  will  they  niary/  liav- 
ynge  damnacion/  be  cause  they  have  despised  their  fyrst  fayllt. 
And  also  they  leame  to  goo  from  lionsse  to  houssc  vdlc  /  ye  not 
ydle  only  /  but  also  tryflynge  and  busy  bodies  /  speakynge  thynges 
which  are  not  comiy. 

I  will  therfore  that  the  yonger  wemen  mary  and  beare  children  / 
and  gydethe  honsse/  and  geve  none  occasion  to  the  adversary 
to  speake  evyll.  For  many  of  them  arc  all  redy  turned  bake/ 
and  are  gone  after  Satan.  And  yf  eny  man  or  woman  that 
beleveth  have  widdowes/  lett  them  minister  vnto  them/  and  let 
not  the  congregacion  be  charged :  that  liytt  maye  have  sufficient 
for  them  that  are  widdowes  in  dede. 

The  seniours  that  rule  wele  are  worthy  of  double  honoure/ 
most  specially  they  which  laboure  in  the  worde  and  in  teackyngc. 
For  the  scripture  sayth :  Thou  shalt  not  musell  the  mouth  of  the 
oxe  that  treadeth  out  the  come.  And  the  labourer  is  worthy  of 
his  rewarde.  Agaynst  a  senioure  receave  none  accusacion :  but 
vnder  two  or  thre  witnesses.  Them  that  synne  rebuke  openly 
that  wother  maye  feare. 

T  testifie  before  god  /  and  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  and  the  elect 
angels/  that  thou  observe  these  thynges  with  out  hasty  iudge- 
ment/  and  do  nothinge  parcially.  Laye  hondes  sodenly  on  no 
man  nether  be  part  taker  of  wother  menes  synnes.  Kepe  thy 
silfe  pure.  Drynke  no  lenger  water  /  but  vse  a  lytell  wyne/  for 
thy  stom makes  sake/  and  thyne  often  diseases. 

Some  mennes  synnes  are  open  before  honde  and  goo  before 
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vnto  iudgement :  some  mennes  synnes  folowe  after,  Lykwysc 
also  good  workes  are  manyfest  before  honde/  and  they  tnat  are 
other  wysc  /  cannot  be  hid. 

bj.  Chapter. 

T  ET  as  many  servauntes  as  are  vnder  the  yoke  coante  their 
masters  worthy  of  all  houour/  that  the  name  of  god/  and 
his  doctrine  be  not  cvyll  spoken  off.  Se  that  they  which  have 
belevynge  masters  despyse  them  nott  be  cause  they  are  brethren  : 
but  so  moche  the  rather  do  service  /  for  as  moche  as  they  are 
belevynge  and  beloved  and  part  takers  of  the  benefite. 

These  thynges  teache  and  exhorte.  Yf  eny  man  teache  other 
wysc/  and  is  not  content  with  the  wholsome  wordes  of  the  lorde 
Jesu  Christ  /  and  with  the  doctrine  off  godlines/  he  is  pufte  vpp 
and  knoweth  nothynge :  but  wasteth  his  braynes  aboute  ques¬ 
tions/  and  stryfe  off  wordes/  wher  off  sprynge  envie/  stryfe/ 
realinges/  evylf  surmysinges  superfluus  disputynges  in  scolus  of 
men  with  corrupte  myndes/  and  destitute  of  the  trueth/  which 
thynke  that  lucre  is  godlines.  From  soche  seperate  thy  silfe. 
Godlines  is  great  ryches/  yf  a  man  be  content  with  that  he  hath. 
For  we  brought  nothynge  into  the  worlde/  and  it  is  a  playne 
case  that  we  can  cary  nothynge  out. 

When  we  have  fode  and  rayment/  let  vs  theirwith  be  content. 
They  that  wilbe  ryche/  foule  into  temptacion/  and  snares/  and 
into  many  folysshe  and  noysome  lustes/  which  dronne  men  in 
pcrdicion/  and  destruccion.  For  coveteousnes  is  the  rote  of  all 
cvyll/  which  wliill  some  lusted  after/  they  erde  from  the  feyth/ 
and  tanglyd  them  selves  with  many  sorowes.  But  thou  which 
arte  the  man  of  god/  dye  soche  thynges.  Folowe  rightewesnes  / 
godlines/  love/  pacience/  meknes.  Fyght  a  good  fyght  of  fayth. 
Layo  honde  on  etcmall  lyfe  /  where  vnto  thou  arte  called  /  and 
hast  professed  a  good  profession  before  many  witnesses. 

I  geve  the  charge  in  the  sight  off  God/  which  quickneth  all 
thynges/  and  before  Jesus  Christ  /  wltych  vnder  Poneius  Pilate 
witnessed  a  good  witnessyngc/  that  thou  kepe  the  commaunde- 
ment  with  out  spott/  so  that  noman  fynde  faute  wyth  the/ 
vutyll  the  aperynge  of  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  which  aperynge 
(when  the  tyme  ys  come)  he  shall  shewe  that  is  blessed  and 
myghty  only  /  kynge  of  kynges  /  and  lorde  of  lordes  /  which  only 
hath  immortalitie/  and  dwelleth  in  light  tliatt  no  man  can 
attavne /  whom  never  man  sawe/  nether  can  se  :  vnto  whom  be 
honoure  and  rule  evcrlastynge  Amen, 
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Charge  them  that  are  ryche  in  this  worlde/  that  tliey  be  not 
excedynge  wyse/  and  that  they  trust  not  in  the  vncertayne 
ryches/ but  in  the  livynge  god/ which  geveth  vs  aboundantly 
all  thynges  to  enioye  them  /  and  that  they  do  good  and  be  ryche 
in  good  workes/  and  redy  to  g ever  and  to  distribute  /  layinge 
vppe  in  store  for  them  selves  /  a  good  toundaeion  agaynst  the 
tyme  to  come/  that  they  maye  obtayne  eternall  lyfe. 

O  Ti motlie  save  that  which  is  gevcn  the  to  kepe/  and 
avoyde  vngostly  vanities  of  voyces/  and  opposicions 
of  science  ialsly  so  called/  which  science/ 
whyll  some  professed/  they  have 
erred  as  concemynge  the 
fay tli.  Grace  be  with 
the  Amen, 

Sent  from  Laodicia/  which  is  the 
cbefest  cite  of  Phrigia 
Pacaciana. 
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W$&%  an  Apostle  of  Jcsu  Christ/  by  the  will  of 
god  /  to  preache  the  promes  of  ly fe  /  which  lyfe 
is  in  Christ  Jesu. 

To  Timothe  his  beloved  sonne  Grace/  mercy/ 
and  peace/  from  god  the  father  /  and  from  Jesus 
Christ  oure  lorde. 

1  thanke  god  /  whom  I  serve  from  myn  elders 
with  pure  conscience/  that  with  out  ceasynge  I  make  mencion 
of  the  in  my  prayers  nyght  and  daye/  desyrynge  to  se  the/ 
myndfull  off  thy  teares :  so  that  I  am  filled  with  ioye/  when 
1  call  to  remembraunce  the  vnfayned  fey th  that  is  in  the  /  which 
dwelt  fyrst  in  thy  graunmoder  Lois  /  and  in  thy  mother  Evnica ; 
and  am  assuercd  that  itt  dwelleth  in  the  also. 

Wherfore  1  warnc  the  that  thou  stere  vppe  the  gyfte  of  god 
which  is  in  the  /  by  the  puttynge  on  of  my  hondes.  For  god 
hath  not  geven  to  vs  the  sprete  of  feare :  but  of  power  /  and  of 
love/  and  of  honest  behaveour.  Be  not  a  shamed  to  testyfye  of 
oure  lorde/  nether  be  ashamed  of  me/  which  am  bounde  for  his 
sake :  but  suffre  adversitie  with  the  gospell  also  thorowe  the 
power  of  god  /  which  saved  vs  /  and  called  vs  with  an  holy  call- 
ynge/  not  after  oure  dedes/  but  for  his  purpose  and  grace  /  which 
grace  was  geven  vs  thorowe  Christ  Jesu  before  the  worlde  was  / 
but  is  nowe  declared  openly  by  the  apearynge  off  oure  savioure 
Jesus  Christ/  which  hath  put  awaye  deeth/  and  hath  brought 
lyfe  and  immortalite  vnto  light  thorowe  the  gospell  /  where  vnto 
I  am  apoy nted  a  preacher  /  and  an  Apostle  /  and  a  teacher  off  the 
gentyls :  for  the  which  cause  I  also  suffre  this,  neverthelesse  I 
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am  not  a  shamed.  For  I  knowe  whom  I  have  beleml/  and  am 
sure  that  he  is  able  to  kepe  that  which  I  have  committed  to  his 
kepynge  agaynst  that  dayc. 

Se  thou  have  the  ensample  of  the  holsome  wordes  which  thou 
herdest  of  me/  in  fayth  and  love  which  is  in  Jesu  Christ.  That 
good  thynge  whiche  was  committed  to  thy  kepynge  /  kepe  in  the 
holy  gost  which  dwelleth  in  vs.  This  thou  knowest  howe  that 
all  they  which  are  in  Asia  be  turned  from  me.  of  which  sorte  arc 
Phigellos  and  Hermogenes.  the  lorde  gave  mercie  vnto  the 
housse  off  Onesiphoros  /  for  he  ofte  refresshed  me/  and  was  not 
a  shamed  off  my  chayne:  but  when  he  was  at  Rome  he  sought 
me  out  very  dihgently/  and  founde  me.  The  lorde  graunt  vulo 
him  tliat  he  maye  fyndc  mercie  with  the  lorde  at  that  daye.  And 
in  howe  many  thinges  he  ministred  vnto  me  at  Ephesus  thou 
knowest  very  wele. 


Cfje  ftroifre  Chapter. 

T^HOU  therfore  my  sonne  be  stronge  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesu.  And  what  thynges  thou  hast  herde  off  me/ 
many  bearynge  witnes/  the  same  delivre  to  faythfull  men/  whych 
arc  apte  to  teache  wother.  Thou  therfore  suffre  affliccion  a  sa 
good  soudier  off  Jesu  Christ.  No  man  that  warreth/  entanglith 
hym  silfe  wyth  worldely  busynes/  and  thatt  be  cause  he  wolde 
please  hym  that  hath  chosen  him  to  be  a  soudier.  And  though 
a  man  strive  for  a  mastery/  yett  ys  he  not  crouned/  except  he 
strive  laufully.  The  husband  man  that  laboreth  must  fyrst 
receave  off  the  frutes.  Consyder  what  I  saye.  The  lorde  gevc 
the  vnderstondynge  in  all  thynges. 

Remember  that  Jesus  Christ  beyngo  off  the  sede  of  David  / 
rose  agayne  from  deth  accordynge  to  my  gospell/  where  in  1 
suffre  truble  as  an  evill  doar/  even  vnto  bondes.  but  the  worde 
of  god  was  not  bounde.  Herfore  I  suffre  all  thinges/  for  the 
electes  sakes/  thatt  they  might  also  obtayne  that  heith  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesu  /  with  eternal!  glory. 

It  is  a  true  sayinge  /  if  we  be  deed  with  him/  we  also  shall  live 
with  hym.  Yf  we  be  pacient/  we  shall  also  raigne  with  him.  If 
we  denye  him  /  he  also  shall  denye  vs.  Yf  we  beleve  not  /  yet 
abideth  he  faith  full.  He  cannot  denye  hym  silfe.  Of  these 
thynges  put  them  in  remembraunce.  ana  tcsttttc  before  the  lorde/ 
that  they  stryve  not  about  wordes/  which  is  to  no  proffet/  but  to 
pervert  the  heares. 

Studdy  to  shewe  thy  silfe  laudable  vnto  god  /  a  workman  that 
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node th  not  to  be  a  shamed  /  divydynge  the  worde  of  trueth  iustly. 
V  ngostly  and  vayne  voyces  passe  over.  For  they  shall  encreace 
vnto  gretter  vngodlynes/  and  their  wordes  shall  fret  even  as 
iloeth  a  cancre.  of  whose  nombre  ys  hymeneos/  and  Philetos/ 
which  as  concemynge  the  trueth  have  erred  /  sayinge  that  the 
resurreccion  is  past  all  redy/  and  do  destroye  the  fayth  of  divers 
persones. 

But  the  sure  grounde  of  god  remayneth/  and  hath  this  seale: 
the  lorde  knoweth  them  that  are  his/  and  lett  every  man  that 
callcth  on  the  name  of  Christ/  departe  from  iniquitie.  Notwith- 
stondynge  in  a  grete  liousse  are  not  only  vesselles  off  golde  and 
of  silver :  but  also  of  wood  and  of  erthe :  Some  for  bonoure  /  and 
some  vnto  dishonoure.  Yf  a  man  pourdge  hym  silfe  from  suche 
I’d  owes/  he  shalbe  a  vessell  sanctified  vnto  honoure  mete  for  the 
lorde/  and  prepayred  vnto  all  good  workes. 

Lustes  of  youth  avoyde/  and  folowe  rightewesnes/  fayth/  love/ 
and  peace/  with  them  that  call  on  the  lorde  with  pure  faerte. 
Folisshe  and  vnlearned  questions  put  from  the/  remembrynge 
that  they  do  but  make  stryfe.  But  the  servauut  of  the  lorde 
must  not  stryve  :  but  must  be  peasable  vnto  all  men/  and  redy 
to  teache/  and  won  that  can  suffre  the  evyll  in  meknes/  and  can 
iuformc  thcm'that  resist  /  yf  that  god  att  eny  tyme  will  geve  them 
rcpentaunce  for  to  knowe  the  trueth :  thatt  they  maye  wake  out 
of  slepe  agayne  /  out  off  the  snare  off  the  devyll/  which  are  nowe 
taken  off  hym  at  his  will. 

Cf)t  fij.  Chapter. 

nnHIS  vnderstond/  that  in  the  last  dayes  shall  come  parelous 
tvmes:  For  the  men  shalbe  lovers  of  their  awne  selves/ 

V 

Coveteous/  Bosters/  Proude/  Cursed  speakers/  disobedient  to 
father  and  mother /  vnthaukfull /  vnholy/  churlisshe/  stubborn/ 
falce  accusars/  ryatours/  fearce/  despysere  of  them  which  are 
good/  traytours/  heddy/  hye  mynded/  gredy  apon  voluptousnes 
more  then  the  lovers  of  god/  havynge  a  similitude  off  godly 
Ivvynge/  but  have  denyed  the  power  there  of.  Soche  abhorre. 
For  of  this  sorte  are  they  which  entre  into  houses/  and  brynge 
into  bondage  wymraen  laden  with  synne/  which  wemen  are  lcdde 
of  divers  lustes/  ever  learnynge/  and  never  able  to  come  vnto 
the  knowledge  of  the  trueth. 

As  James  and  Jarabres  withstode  Moses/  even  so  do  these 
resist  the  trueth.  men  they  are  off  corrupt  myndes/  and  leawde 
as  concern yngc  the  fayth :  but  they  shall  prevayle  no  lenger. 
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For  there  madnes  ahalbe  vttered  vnto  all  men  as  thers  was :  but 
thou  hast  sene  the  experience  of  my  doctryne/  ordinaunce/  pur¬ 
poses  fayth  /  longe  sunerynge  /  love  /  pacience/  persecucions  /  and 
affliccions  which  happened  vnto  me  att  Anthioche/  at  Iconium  / 
and  at  lystra;  which  persecucions  I  suffered  paciently  /  and 
from  them  all  the  lorde  delivered  me.  Ye  and  all  that  will  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesu  /  must  suffre  persecucions.  But  the  evyll 
men  and  disceavers  /  shall  wexe  worsse  and  worsse  /  whiU  they 
deceave  /  and  are  deceaved  them  selves. 

But  continue  thou  in  the  thynges  which  thou  hast  learned  / 
which  also  were  committed  vnto  the  seyngc  thou  knowest  off 
whom  thou  ha3t  learned  them,  and  for  as  moche  also  as  thou 
hast  knowen  holy  scripture  of  a  chylde/  which  is  able  to  make 
the  wyse  vnto  health  throwe  fayth/  which  ys  in  Christ  Jesu. 
For  all  scripture  geven  by  mspiracion  of  god  /  is  profitable  to 
teache/  to  improve  /  to  informe/  and  to  instruct  in  rightewesnes / 
that  tlie  man  of  god  maye  be  perfet/  and  prepared  vnto  all  good 
workes. 


Cf)t  tfij.  C^aptrr. 

T  TESTIFIE  therfore  before  god/  and  before  the  lorde  Jesu 
Christ  /  which  shall  iudge  quicke  and  deed  at  his  aperynge  in 
his  kyngdom  /  preache  the  worde  /  be  fervent  /  be  it  in  season  /  or 
out  of  season.  Improve  /  rebuke  /  exhorte  witli  all  longe  suffer- 
inge.  For  the  tyme  will  come  /  when  they  wyll  nott  suffer  wholsome 
doctryne :  butt  after  their  awne  lustes  shall  they  (whose  eares 
ytche)  gett  them  an  heepe  of  teachers  /  and  shall  turnc  their  eares 
from  the  trueth/  and  shalbe  geven  vnto  fables.  Butt  watch  thou 
in  all  thynges/  and  suffre  adversitie/  and  do  the  worke  off  an 
evangelist/  fulfill  thyne  office  vnto  the  vtmost. 

For  I  am  nowe  redy  to  be  offered/  and  the  tyme  of  my  de¬ 
party  nge  is  at  honde.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight/  and  have 
fulfilled  my  course  /  and  have  kept  tne  fayth.  From  hence  forth 
is  layde  vppe  for  me  a  croune  of  rightewesnes  /  which  the  lorde 
that  is  a  righteous  iudge  shall  geve  me  at  that  daye.  nott  to  me 
only ;  but  vnto  all  them  that  love  his  commynge.  Make  specie 
to  come  vnto  me  atonce. 

For  Demas  hath  left  me/  and  hath  loved  this  preseut  worlde/ 
and  is  departed  into  Tessalonica.  Crescens  is  gone  to  Galacia  / 
and  Titus  vnto  Dalmacea.  Only  Lucas  is  with  me.  Take  Marke 
and  bringe  him  with  the/  for  he  is  necessary  vnto  me  forto  min¬ 
ister.  and  Ticliicus  have  I  sent  to  Ephesus,  the  cloke  that  I 
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leftc  at  troada  with  Carpus  when  thou  commest  brynge  with 
the/  and  the  hokes  r  but  specially  the  partchement.  Alexander 
the  coppersmyth  did  me  tnoche  evyll/  the  lorde  rewarde  him 
accordynge  to  his  dedes  /  of  whom  be  thou  ware  also.  For  he 
with  stode  oure  preachy nge  sore.  At  my  fyrst  answerynge  for 
my  silfe/  no  man  assisted  me  /  but  all  forsoke  me.  I  praye  god/ 
that  it  maye  nott  be  layde  to  their  charges :  nott  with  stondynge 
the  lorde  assisted  me/  and  strengthed  me/  that  by  me  the 
preachyng  shulde  be  fulfilled  to  the  vtm.ost/  and  that  all  the 
gentyls  snulde  heare/  And  I  was  delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  lyon  /  And  the  lorde  shall  delivre  me  from  all  y veil  doynge  / 
and  shall  kepe  me  vnto  his  hevenly  kyngdom.  To  whom  be 
prayse  for  ever  and  ever  Amen. 

Salute  priscaand  Aquila/  and  the  boussholde  of  Onesiphorug. 

Erast  us  abode  at  Corinthum.  Trophimos  I  lefte  at 
Miletum  sicke.  Make  spede  to  come  before 
winter.  Eubolus  gretith  the/  and  Fades/ 
and  Linus/  and  Claudia/  and  all  the 
brethren.  The  lorde  Jesus  Chriat 

be  with  thy  sprete. 

Grace  be  with  you  Amen. 

The  seconde  pistle  written  from  Rome  vnto 
Timothe/  when  Paul  was  presented  the 
seconde  tyrae  vppe  /  before  the 

Emperoure  Nero. 


A  A 
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I  hr  frrst  Chapter. 

tlie  ser vaunt  of  god  and  an  Apostle  of  .1  esu 
Christ  /  to  preache  the  fayth  of  goddis  electe  /  and 
the  knowledge  off  the  trueth/  which  trueth  is  in 
servynge  god  in  hope  ofeternaU  lyfe/  which  lyfe 
god  that  cannot  lye/  hath  promysed  before  the 
worlde  began  t  but  hath  at  the  tyme  apoyntc.d 
openned  his  worde  by  preachynge/  which  preach - 
ynge  is  committed  vnto  me/  by  the  comaundement  of  god  on  re 
saveoure. 

To  Titus  his  naturall  sonne  in  the  comtnen  favth. 

_  _  W  _ 

Grace  mcrcie  and  peace  from  God  the  father  /  and  from  the 
lorde  Jesu  Christ  oure  saveoure. 

For  this  cause  left  I  the  in  Creta/  that  tliou  shuldest  performo 
that  which  was  Iackynge  and  shuldest  ordeyne  seniours  in  every 
citie  as  I  apoynted  the.  .  Yf  eny  be  soche  as  no  man  can  com- 
playneon/the  husbande  of  one  wyfe/  havvnge  faythfuli  chil¬ 
dren/  which  are  not  sclandred  off  rovote/  nether  are  disobedient. 
_  ¥ 

For  a  bisshoppe  must  be  soche  as  no  man  can  complayne  on  t  as 
it  be  commeth  the  minister  off  God  not  stubborne/  not  angrv?/ 

V  \* 

no  dronkarde/  no  fyghter  /  not  geven  to  filthy  lucre  :  butt  her* 
berous/  one  that  loveth  goodnes/  of  honest  behaveour/  righteous/ 
holy  temperal/  aud  suche  as  cleaveth  vnto  the  true  worde  of 
doctryne/  thatt  he  mayc  be  able  to  exhorte  with  wholsom  learn  - 
ynge/  and  to  improve  them  that  saye  agaynst  it. 

For  there  are  many  disobedient  and  talkers  off  vanitie  /  an'd 
disceavers  off  myndes/  namly  they  off  the  circumcision/  whose 
mouthes  must  be  stopped/ which  pervert  whole  houses/  teach - 
ynge  thynges  which  they  ought  nott/  be  cause  off  filthy  lucre. 
Won  beynge  of  them  selves  /  which  was  a  poyet  of  their  owne 
sayde:  The  Cretayns  are  alwayeslyars/  evyll  hcastes/  and  slowc 
belies.  This  witnes  is  true/  wherfore  rebuke  them  sharply  /  that 
they  maye  be  sounde  in  the  fayth  /  and  not  takynge  hede  to 
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iewes  fables/  and  commaundmentes  of  men/  which  turne  from 
the  trueth.  Vnto  the  pure  /  are  all  thynges  pure :  but  vnto 
them  that  are  defiled  /  atid  vnbelevyrige  /  is  nothynge  pure :  but 
even  the  very  myndes  and  consciences  off  them  are  defiled. 
They  confesse  that  they  knowe  god :  but  with  dedesthey  de  nye 
hym  and  are  abliominable/  and  disobedient/  and  vnto  all  good 
vi  orkes  discommen  dable . 


C$e  ij.  Chapter. 

T>  VT  speake  thou  that  which  becommeth  wholsome  leamynge : 

Tliat  the  elder  men  be  sober/  honest/  discrete  /  sounde  in 
the  fayth/  in  love  and  in  pacience.  And  the  elder  wemen  lyke 
wyse  that  they  be  in  soche  rayment/  as  be  commeth  holynes/ 
not  falce  accusers/  not  geven  to  moche  drink ynge/  but  teachers 
of  honest  thynges/  that  they  nurter  the  yonge  wemen  forto  love 
their  husbandes/  to  love  their  children/  to  be  of  honest  behave- 
oure/  chast/  huswyfly/  good/  and  obedient  vnto  their  aune 
husbandes/  that  the  worde  of  god  be  not  evyll  spoken  of.  Yonge 
men  lykwyse  cxhorte  that  they  be  of  honest  manners. 

Above  all  thynges  she  we  thy  silfe  an  insamplc  of  good  workes 
in  the  doetryne/  shew  vncorrupcion /  honestie/  and  the  wholsome 
worde  which  cannot  be  rebuked/  that  he  which  withstondeth 
niaye  be  ashamed/  havynge  no  thinge  in  you  that  he  maye  dis- 
prayse.  The  servauntea  exhort e  to  be  obedient  vnto  their  owne 
musters/  and  to  please  in’  all  thiuges/  not  answerynge  agayne/ 
nether  be  pickers/  but  that  they  shcweall  good  faythfulnes/  that 
they  maye  do  worshippe  to  the  doetryne  off  god  oure  saveoure 
in  all  thynges.  For  the  grace  of  god/  that  bryngeth  health  vnto 
all  men/  hath  apered  and  teacheth  vs  that  we  shulde  denye 
vngodlynes/  and  wordly  lustes/  and  that  we  shulde  live  honestly  / 
righteously/  and  godly  in  this  present  worlde/  lokinge  for  that 
blessed  hope/  and  glorious  a  perenge  of  the  myghty  god  /  and  of 
oure  savioure  Jesu  Christ :  which  gave  hym  silfe  for  vs/  to  re- 
deme  vs  from  all  vuriglitewesues/  and  to  pourdge  vs  a  peculiar 
people  vnto  him  silfe  fervently  geven  vnto  good  workes.  These 
thinges  speake /and  exhorte/ and  rebuke/ with  all  commaund- 
ynge.  Sc  that  no  man  despise  the. 

iij.  Chapter. 

TXTARNE  them  that  they  submit  them  selves  to  ruele  and 
*  *  power/  to  obey  the  officers/  that  they  be  prompt  vnto  all 
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good  workcs/  that  they  speake  evyll  off  no  man/  that  they  be 
no  fyghters  /  but  softe/  shewynge  all  raeknes  vnto  all  men  For 
we  oure  selves  also  were  in  tymes  past/  vnwyse /  disobedient/ 
deceaved/  in  daunger  to  lustes/  and  divers  mannerB  off  volnp- 
tusnes/  livynge  in  maliciousnes/  and  envie/  full  of  hate  hatynge 
one  another. 

But  after  that  the  kyndnes  and  love  of  oure  saveoure  to  man- 
warde  apered/  not  or  the  dedes  off  rightewesnes  which  we 
wrought/  but  off  his  mercie/  he  saved  vs/  by  the  fountaync  of 
the  newe  birth  /  and  with  the  renuynge  off  the  holy  goost/ which 
he  shed  on  vs  aboundantly/  tborow  Jesus  Christ  oure  saveoure/ 
that  we  once  instilled  by  his  grace/  shulde  be  heyres  off  eternal! 
lyfe/  thorowe  hope.  This  is  a  true  sayinge. 

Off  these  thynges  X  wolde  thou  shuldest  certifie/  that  they 
which  beleve  God/  myght  be  stodius  to  go  forwarde  in  goode 
workes.  These  thynges  are  good  and  profitable  vnto  men. 
Folisshe  questions/  and  genealogies/  and  braulinges  and  stryfe 
aboute  the  lawe  avoyde/  for  they  are  vnproffetable  /  and  super- 
fluus.  A  man  that  is  the  auctor  off  sectes/  after  the  fyrst  and 
the  seconde  amonicion  avoyde/  remembrynge  that  he  that  is 
soche/  is  perverted/  and  syuneth/  even  damned  by  his  awne 
Judgement. 

When  I  shall  sende  Artemas  vnto  the  or  Tichicus  be  diligent 
to  come  to  me  vnto  Nichopolis  For  I  have  determined  there  to 
wynter.  Brynge  Zenas  the  lawear  and  Apollos  on  their  iorney 
diligently/  that  nothynge  be  lackynge  vnto  them.  And  let 
oures  also  learne  to  excelle  in  goode  workes  as  farforth 
as  nede  requyreth/  that  they  be  not  vnfrutfull. 

All  that  are  whith  me  salute  the.  Grete 
tliem  that  love  vs  in  the  faythc. 

Grace  be  with  you  all/ 

Amen. 

Written  from  Nichopolis  a  citie 

of  Macedonia. 
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SffiiSr  the  pretoner  of  Jesu  Christ/  and  brother 
Timotbeus. 

Vnto  Philemon  beloved  /and  oure  helper/ and 
to  the  beloved  Appia/  and  to  Archippus  oure 
felowe  soudier/  ana  to  the  congregacion  of  thy 

housse. 

« 

Grace  be  with  you  and  peace  /  from  God  oure 
father  and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ. 

I  thanke  my  God  alwayes  makynge  mencion  off  the  in  my 
prayers/  when  1  heare  off  thy  love  and  faith/  which  thou  hast 
towarde  the  lorde  Jesu  /  and  towarde  all  saynctes  :  so  that  the 
fcllishippc  that  thou  hast  in  the  iayth/  is  trutfull  tliorowe  know¬ 
ledge  off  all  good  thynges/  which  are  in  you  by  Jesus  Christ. 
And  we  have  gret  ioye/  and  consolacion  over  thy  love  :  For  by 
the  brother  /  the  saynctes  hertes  are  comforted. 

Wherfore  though  I  he  bolde  in  Christ  to  euioyne  the/  that 
which  becommeth  the :  yet  for  loves  sake  I  rather  beseche  the/ 
though  I  be  as  1  am  /  even.  Paul  aged  /  and  now  in  bondes  for 
Jesu  Christes  sake.  I  beseche  the  for  my  soune  Onesimus/ 
whom  1  begat  in  my  bondes  /  which  in  tyme  passed  was  to  the 
vnproffetable :  but  nowe  proffetable  booth  to  the  and  also  to 
me/  whom  I  have  sent  home  agayne.  Thou  therfore  rcceave 
hym/  that  is  to  saye  myne  awne  bowels/  whom  1  wolde  fayne 
have  retayned  with  me/  thatt  in  thy  stede  he  myght  have  ininis- 
tred  vnto  me  in  the  bondes  off  the  gospell.  Neverthelesse/ 
witliout  thy  mynde/  wolde  I  do  noo  thynge/  that  that  goode 
which  spryngeth  off  the  shuld  nott  be  as  it  wer  off  necessitie/ 
butt  willynglv. 
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Haply  he  tberfore  departed  for  a  season  /  that  thou  shuidest 
receave  hym  for  ever/  not  nowe  as  a  servaunt:  butt  above  a 
servaunt  / 1  mean  a  brother  beloved  /  specially  to  me :  but  howe 
moche  more  vnto  the/  both  in  the  flessne /  and  also  in  the  lorde  ? 
Yff  thou  count  me  a  felowe  receave  hym  as  my  silfe.  Yff  he 
have  hurt  the  or  oweth  the  ought/  that  laye  to  my  charge.  1 
Paul  have  written  it  with  myne  awne  honde.  1  will  recompence 
it.  So  that  1  do  not  saye  to  the  howe  that  thou  owest  vnto  me 
even  thyne  awne  silfe.  Even  so  brother  /  let  me  entoye  the  in 
the  lorde.  Com  forte  my  bowels  in  the  lorde.  Trustynge  in 
thyne  obedience/  I  wrote  vnto  the  /  knowynge  that  thou  wilt  do 
more  then  I  saye  fore.  More  over  prepare  me  lodgyngc : 
for  I  trust  thorowe  the  helpe  off  youre  prayers  / 1  shalbc 
geven  vnto  you.  There  salute  the/  Epaphras  my 
felowe  presoner  in  Christe  Jesu/  Marcus/ 
Aristarchus/  Demas/  Lucas/  my  helpers. 

The  grace  of  oure  lorde  Jesu  Christ 
be  with  youre  spretes /  Amen. 


Sent  from  Rome  by  One 
simus  a  seruaunt. 
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©be  fprSt  Chapter. 

$IEC£3&  an  Apostle  of  Jesu  Christ/  to  them 
that  dwell  here  and  there  as  straungers  thorowe 
out/  Pontus/  Galacia/  Capadocia/  Asia/  and 
Bethinia  /  elect  by  the  forknowledge  off  God  the 
father  /  thorowe  the  sanctify  inge  off  the  sprete/ 
mto  obedience/  and  sprynklynge  of  the  bloud 
off  Jesus  Christ.  Grace  be  with  you/  and 
peace  be  multiplied. 

Blessed  be  God  the  father  off  oure  iorde  Jesus 
Christ/  which  thorowe  his  aboundant  mcrcie 
begat  vsagayne  vnto  a  lively  hope  /  by  the  resur- 
reccion  off  Jesus  Christ  from  deeth  /  to  enioyc  an  inheritaunce 
imtnortall/  and  vtidefiled/  and  that  putrifieth  not/  reserved  in  he- 
ven  for  you  which  are  kept  by  the  power  off  god  thorowe  fayth/ 
vnto  helth/  which  health  ib  prepared  all  redy  to  be  shewed  in  the 
last  tyme/  in  the  which  tyme  ye  shall  reioycc/  though  nowe  for 
a  season  (iff  nede  requyre)  ye  are  in  hevines/  throwe  raanylokie 
temptacions/  that  youre  fayth  once  tried  beynge  moche  more 
precious  then  golde  that  perissheth  (thougli  it  be  tried  wyth 
fyre)  inyght  be  founde  vnto  lawdc/  glory  /  and  honowre/  when 
Jesus  Christ  shall  apere:  whom  ye  have  not  sene  and  ye  yet 
love  hym/  in  whom  even  no  we/  though  ye  sc  hym  not  /  yet  ye 
beleve /  and  reioycc  with  ioye  in  enable/  and  glorious:  re- 
ccavyngc  the  ende  of  youre  fayth  /  the  helth  of  youre  soules. 

Of  which  health/  have  the  prophetes  enquy red  and  sought/ 
which  prophesied  of  the  grace  tliat  shulde  come  vnto  you/ 
scarchynge  when  /  or  att  what  tyme  the  sprete  of  Christ  which 
was  in  them  shulde  signifie/  which  sprete  testified  before/  the 
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passions  lhat  shuide  come  vnto  Christ/  and  the  glory  that  shuttle 
folowe  after:  vnto  which  prophetes  it  was  declared/  thatl  nott 
vnto  them  selves  /  but  vnto  vs/  they  shuide  minister  the  thinges 
which  are  nowe  shewed  vnto  you/  off  them  which  by  the  holy 
goost  sent  doune  from  heven/  have  preached  vnto  you  the 
thynges  which  the  angels  desyre  to  beholdc. 

Wherfore  gyrde  vppe  the  loynes  of  yourc  myndcs  /  be  sober/ 
and  tmst  parfectly  one  the  grace  that  is  brought  vnto  you  /  in 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  opened/  as  obedient  children  /  not  fassion- 
ynge  youre  selves  vn  to  youre  oldc  lustes  of  ignorancy  :  But  as 
he  which  called  you  is  holy  /  even  so  be  ye  holy  in  all  manor 
of  conversacion /  be  cause  itt  is  written:  Be  ye  holy  /  for  I  am 
holy. 

And  yflf  so  be  that  ye  call  on  the  father  which  with  out  respect 
off  person  iudgeth  accordynge  to  every  niannes  worke  /  se  that 
ye  passe  the  tyme  off  youre  pilgremage  in  feare.  For  as  mochc 
as  ye  knowe  howe  that  ye  were  nott  redemed  wyth  corruptible 
golde  and  silver  from  youre  vayne  conversacion/  which  yc  re- 
ceaved  by  the  tradicions  off  the  fathers :  but  with  the  precious 
bloud  of  Christ/  as  of  a  lam.be  vndefiled >  and  withouten  spoil/ 
which  was  ordeyned  before  the  worlde  was  made  :  but  was  de¬ 
clared  in  the  last  tymes  for  youre  sakes  /  which  by  his  meanes 
have  beloved  on  god  that  raysed  hym  from  deth/  and  glorified 
hym/  that  ye  myght  have  fayth  and  hope  towardc  god. 

And  for  as  moche  us  ye  have  purified  youre  soules  thorowc 
the  sprete/  in  obeyngc  the  trueth  for  to  love  brotherly  withoulcu 
faynynge/  se  that  yc  love  one  another  with  a  pure  hert  fervently : 
for  ye  arc  borne  a  newc/  not  of  mortall  seed  /  but  of  immortull 
seed/  by  the  wordc  of  god  which  liveth/  and  lasteth  for  ever/  be¬ 
cause  that  all  flesshe  is  as  grasse/  and  all  the  glory  of  man  is  as 
the  floure  of  grasse/  the  grasse  is  widdered/  and  the  flower  is 
faded  awaye/  but  the  wordc  of  the  lordc  endureth  ever.  And 
this  is  the  worde  which  by  the  gospel!  was  preached  amonge 
you. 


tj.  Cfjaptir. 

1VTHERFORE  laye  a  syde  all  maliciousnes/  and  all  gyle/ 
*  and  dissimulacion  /  and  envie/  and  all  baekbvtynge :  and 
as  newe  borne  babes  /  desyre  that  reasonable  my  Ike  which  is  with 
out  corrupcion/  that  ye  maye  growe  therm.  “Yf  so  be  that  ye 
have  tasted  howe  pleasaunt  the  lorde  is/  to  whom  ye  come  as 
vnto  a  livynge  Btone  which  is  disalowed  of  men  /  but  elect  of  god 
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and  precious:  and  ye  as  lyvynge  stones/  are  made  a  spretualf 
housse/  and  an  holy  presthode  /  for  to  offer  vppe  spretuall  sacry- 
fice/  acceptable  to  god  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Wherfore  it  is  contayned  in  the  scripture:  beholder  I  put 
in  Sion  an  heed  corner  stone/  elccte  and  precious :  and  he  that 
beleveth  on  him  shall  nott  be  a  shamed.  Vnto  you  therfore 
which  beleve  is  he  precious :  butt  vnto  them  which  beleve  not 
the  same  stone  which  the  bylders  refused/  is  made  the  heed 
stone  in  the  comer  /  and  a  stone  to  stomble  att/  and  a  rocke  to 
offende  them  which  stomble  at  the  worde/  and  beleve  not  that 
where  on  they  were  set.  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generacion/  a 
royall  presthod/  an  holy  nacion/  and  a  peculiar  peple/  that  ye 
shulde  shewe  the  vertues  off  hym  that  called  you  out  off  dark- 
nes  into  hys  •  marvellous  light/  which  in  tyme  past  wore  nott 
a  people/  yett  are  ye  nowe  the  people  off  God  which  were  not 
vnder  mercy :  butt  nowe  have  obteyned  mercy. 

Derly  beloved  I  beseche  you  as  straungers/  and  pilgrems/ 
abstayne  from  flesshly  lustes  whiche  fyght  agaynst  the  soule/ 
and  se  that  ye  have  honest  conversacion  amonge  the  gentyis/ 
that  they  which  backbyte  you  as  evyll  doars/  maye  se  youre 
good  workes  and  prayse  god  in  the  daye  off  visitacion. 

Submit  youre  selves  vnto  all  manner  ordinaunce  of  man  for 
the  lordes  sake  /  whether  it  be  vnto  the  kynge  as  vnto  the  chefe 
heed :  other  vnto  ruelars/  as  vnto  them  that  are  sent  of  him/ 
for  the  ptinnysshment  of  evyll  doars:  butt  for  the  laude  of  them 
that  well  do.  For  so  is  the  will  of  god/  that  with  well  doynge 
ye  shulde  stoppethe  moutlies  of  ignorant  men :  as  fre/  and  nott 
as  though  ye  tokc  liber  tie  for  a  cloke  of  malieiousnes :  but  even 
as  the  servatintes  off  god,  Se  that  ye  hononre  all  men.  Love 
brotherly  felishippe/  (earc  god/  honour  the  kynge. 

Servauntes  obey  youre  masters  with  all  tea  re  /  not  only  yf 
they  be  good  and  courteous :  but  also  though  they  be  frowarde. 
For  it  commeth  off  grace/  yf  a  man  for  conscience  towarde  god 
endure  grefc/  sufferynge  wrongfully.  For  what  prayse  is  it/  if 
when  ye  be  buffetted  for  youre  fautes/  ye  take  it  paciently? 
But  and  if  when  ye  do  well/  ye  suffer  wronge  and  take  it 
paciently  /  then  is  there  thanke  with  god. 

Here  vnto  verely  were  ye  called/  for  Christ  also  suffered  for 
cure  sakes :  levynge  vs  sin  insample  that  ye  shulde  folowe  his 
steppes  /  which  did  no  sinne/  uethcr  was  there  gyle  founde  in 
his  tnougth:  which  when  he  was  reviled/  reviled  not  agayne: 
when  lie  suffered  /  he  threatened  not/  hut  committed  the  cause 
to  him  that  iudgeth  righteously  /  which  his  awne  silfe  hare  cure 
sinnes  in  his  body  on  the  tree/  that  wc  shulde  be  delivered  from 
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synne  and  divide  live  in  rightewesnes.  By  whose  s  try  pcs  ye 
were  healed.  For  ye  were  as  shepe  which  goo  astraye :  but 
are  nowe  returned  vnto  the  sbephcerd/  and  bisshoppe  of  yourc 
soules. 


€$t  ti).  Chapter. 

T  YKE  wyse  let  the  wenien  be  in  sabieccxm  to  their  hus- 
^  baudes/  that  even  they  which  beleve  nott  the  worde/  maye 
without  the  worde  be  wonne  by  the  conversacion  of  the  wyves : 
whyll  they  beholde  youre  pure  conversacion  coupled  with  feare. 
Whose  aparell  shall  not  be  outwaide  with  broyded  hearer  and 
hangynge  on  of  golde/  other  in  putty nge  on  of  gorgious  aparell ; 
but  lett  the  hid  man  of  the  herte  be  vneorrupt/  with  a  make  and 
aqnyet  sprete/  which  sprete  is  before  god  a  thy  nge  moche  set 
by.  ifor  after  this  manner  in  the  olde  tyme  did  the  whoiy  women 
which  trusted  in  god  tyre  them  selves/  and  were  obedient  (o  their 
hnsbandes  /  even  as  Sara  obeyd  Abraham  and  called  him  lorde : 
whose  doughters  ye  are  as  longe  as  ye  do  wcic.  and  be  not 
afrayde  of  every  shadowe. 

Lyke  wyse  ye  men  dwell  with  them  accordvngc  to  knowledge/ 
gevynge  honoure  vnto  the  wyfe/  as  vnto  the  weaker  vessel  /  and 
as  vnto  them  that  are  heyres  also  of  the  grace  of  lyte/  that  yourc 
prayers  be  not  lett. 

In  conclusion  /  be  ye  all  of  one  myndc/  one  suffre  with  another r 
love  as  brethren/  be  petifull/  be  courteous/  not  rendrynge  ewil 
for  cvyll:  ne t3 ier  rebuke  for  rebuke :  but  contrary  wyse/  blesse ; 
remeuibrynge  that  ye  are  there  vnto  called/  even  that  ye  shiihlu 
be  heyres  of  blessynge.  For  who  so  listeth  to  lore  Ivfo  and  to 
se  good  dayes  /  let  him  refraync  his  touge  from  evyll/  and  his 
lippes  thatt  they  speake  not  gyle :  Let  liym  eschnc  cvyll  and  do 
good  :  let  him  seke  peace  /  and  ensue  it.  For  flic  eyes  of  the 
tordc  are  over  the  righteous/  and  his  cares  are  open  vnto  then- 
prayers  :  butt  the  face  off  the  lorde  bcholdeth  them  that  do  evyll. 

Id  ^  .  l  *  ji  .  *ll  V  _  _  __  i _  .j 


which  is  good?  not  with  stoody nge  happy  arc 


it 
for 
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ightewesnessis  sake.  Nevertnelesse 
terrible  vnto  you/  nether  be  troubled :  but  sanctific  the  lorde  god 
in  youre  hertes.  be  redy  all  waves  to  geve  an  answere  to  every 
man  that  axeth  you  a  reson  of  the  hope  that  yc  liuve/  and  that 
with  meaknes  and  feare :  havynge  a  good  conscience/  that  when 
they  backbyte  you  as  evyll  doars  /  they  maye  be  a  shamed  /  lor 
as  moche  as  they  have  talcely  accused  youre  god  conversanon 
in  Christ. 
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Hit  is  better  (yf  the  wyll  of  god  be  so)  that  ye  sufire  for  well 
doynge/  then  for  evyll  doynge.  For  as  moche  as  Christ  hath 
once  suffered  for  sinnes/  the  iuste  for  the  vniugte/  forto  brynge 
vs  to  god /  and  was  killed/  as  pertaynynge  to  the  flesshe:  but 
was  quyckened  in  the  sprete. 

In  whicli  sprete/  he  also  went  and  preached  vnto  the  spretes 
that  were  in  preson/  which  were  in  tyme  passed  disobedient/ 
when  the  longe  sufferynge  of  god  abode  excedingc  paciently  in 
the  dayes  of  noe/  whill  the  arcke  was  a  prepary nge/  wherein 
feawc  (that  is  to  save  viij.  soules)  were  saved  by  water  /  which 
siguifieth  baptitn  that  nowe  saveth  vs/  not  the  puttynge  awaye 
of  the  filth  of  the  flesshe/  but  in  that  a  good  conscience  con- 
senteth  to  god  /  by  the  resurreccion  of  Jesus  Christ/  whieh  is  on 
the  right  lionde  of  god  /  and  is  gone  into  heven/  angels/  power/ 
and  myght/  subdued  vnto  him. 


Cfjt  utj.  C^apttr. 

T^OR  as  moche  as  Christ  hath  suffered  for  vs  in  the  flesshe/ 
arrne  youre  selves  like  wyse  with  the  same  mynde :  for  he 
which  suffereth  in  the  flesshe  ceasith  from  synne  /  that  he  hence 
iorwarde  shulde  live  as  moche  tyme  as  remayneth  in  the  flesshe/ 
not  after  the  lustes  of  men:  butt  after  the  will  of  God.  For  it 
is  sufficient  for  vs  that  we  have  spent  the  tyme  that  is  past  of 
the  lyfe/  after  the  will  of  the  gentyls/  walkynge  in  wantannes 
lustes  /  dronkennes  /  in  eatyoge  /  drynkynge  /  and  in  ubhominabie 
ydolatrie. 

And  it  semeth  to  them  a  straunge  thinge  that  ye  runne  not  also 
with  them  vnto  the  same  excesse  of  ryote/  and  therfore  speake 
they  evyll  off  you/  which  shall  geve  a  comptes  to  hym  that  is 
redy  to  iudge  quyeke  and  deed.  For  vnto  this  purpose  verely 
was"  the  gospell  "preached  vnto  the  deed/  that  they  shulde  be 
iudged  after  the  manner  off  men  in  the  flesshe/  but  shulde  live 
godly  in  the  sprete.  The  ende  of  all  thynges  is  at  honde. 

Be  ye  therfore  discrete/  and  sober  /  that  ye  maye  be  apte  to 
pray  res.  Butt  above  all  thynges  have  fervent  love  a  monge  you. 
For  love  covereth  the  multitude  of  sinnes.  Be  ye  herbrous  /  and 
that  without  grudginge.  As  every  man  hath  receaved  the  gyfte/ 
minister  the  same  one  to  another  as  good  ministers  of  the  many- 
folde  graee  of  god.  Yf  eny  man  speake  /  let  him  talke  as  thoughe 
he  speake  the  wordes  of  god.  Yf  eny  man  minister/  let  him  do 
it  as  of  the  abilitie  which  god  ministreth  vnto  him.  That  god  in 
all  thinges  maye  be  gloryfied  thorowc  Jesus  Christ/  to  whom  be 
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prayse  and  dominion  for  ever  and  wliyll  the  world  e  stondclli 

Amen. 

Derly  beloved/  be  not  troubled  in  this  heat e/  which  nowe  is 
come  amonge  you  to  trye  you  /  as  though  some  straungc  thynge 
had  happened  vnto  you :  but  reioyce  in  as  moche  as  ye  are  parte 
takers  ofChristes  passions  /  tliatt  when  his  glory  aper eth  /  y e  mave 
be  mery  and  gladde. 

Happy  are  ye  when  ye  suffre  rebuke  for  the  name  of  Christ. 
For  the  sprete  of  glory  and  the  sprete  of  god  resteth  apon  you . 
On  their  parte  he  is  evyll  spoken  of:  but  on  youre  parte  he  is 
glorified . 

Se  that  none  of  you  sutler  as  a  murtherer/  or  as  a  thefe /  or  an 
evyll  doar/  or  as  a  busybody  in  wother  mens  matters.  Yff  cny 
man  suffre  as  a  Christen  man  /  let  hym  not  be  ashamed :  but  let 
him  glorifie  god  on  this  behalfe.  For  the  tyme  is  come  that 
iudgement  must  begyn  at  the  housse  off  god.  Yf  it  fyrst  begyn 
at  vs  /  what  shall  the  ende  be  of  them  which  beleve  not  the  gos- 
pell  off  god  ?  And  yf  the  righteous  scasly  be  saved :  where  shall 
all  the  vngodly  and  the  sinner  apere  ?  Wherfore  let  them  that 
suffer  accordynge  to  the  will  off  god  /  committ  their  souies  to 
hym  with  well  doynge/  as  vnto  a  faythfull  creator. 

b.  Chapter. 

T^HE  sen  lours  which  are  amonge  you  I  exhortc/  which  am  also 
-*■  a  senioure/  and  a  witnesof  the  afHiccionsof  Christ  /  and  also 
a  part  taker  off  the  glory  thatt  shalbe  opened  :  se  thatt  ye  fede 
Christes  flocke/  which  is  amonge  you  /  takvnge  the  oversyglit 
off  them  /  nott  as  though  ye  were  compelled  there  to :  butt  wil- 
lyngly :  Nott  for  the  desyre  of  filthy  lucre :  but  of  a  good  mynde. 
Nott  as  though  ye  were  lordes  over  the  parisshes :  but  that  ye  be 
an  insample  to  the  flocke.  and  when  the  ehefe  shepheerde  shall 
apere/  yc  shall  receave  an  incorruptible  croune  of  glorye. 

Lykwyse  ye  yonger  submit  youre  selves  vnto  the  elder.  Sub¬ 
mit  youre  selves  every  man/  one  to  another.  Knct  youre  selves 
togedder  in  lowlines  of  mynde.  For  god  resisteth  the  proud e 
and  geveth  grace  to  the  humble.  Submit  youre  selves  therfurc 
vnder  the  myghty  honde  of  god/  that  he  maye  exalt  you  /  when 
the  tyme  is  come.  Cast  all  youre  care  to  hym :  for  he  caret!) 
for  you. 

Be  sober  and  watch  /  for  youre  adversary  the  devyll  as  a  ror- 
ynge  lion  walketh  about/  sekynge  whom  he  may  devourc :  whom 
resist  stedfast  in  the  fayth/  reinerabrynge  that  yc  do  but.  fulfill 
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the  same  afflictions  which  are  apoynted  to  youre  brethren  that 
are  in  the  wo  ride.  The  God  of  all  grace/  which  called  you  vnto 
his  eternall  glory  by  Christ  Jesus/  shall  his  awne  silfe  after  a 
ly tell  affliction  make  you  parfet:  shall  settle/  strengthe/  and 
stablisshe  you.  To  hym  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever/  and 
whill  the  worlde  endurcth  Amen. 

By  Silvanus  a  faythfull  brother  vnto  you  (as  I  suppose)  have 
I  written  brevely/  exhortynge  and  testifyinge  Itowe  that  this  is 
the  true  grace  of  god/  wherin  ye  stonde.  The  congregacion 
that  is  gaddered  to  gedder  at  Babilon/  saluteth  you /  and  Mar¬ 
cus  my  sonne,  Grete  ye  one  another  with  the  kysse 
off  love.  Peace  be  with  you  all  which  are 

in  Christ  Jesus/  Amen. 


Cf)t 

JkfonSt  of  fitter. 


Wbt  fprst  Cbaptrr. 


Peter  a  seruaunt  and  an  apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ  /  to  them  which  have  obtayned  lyke 
precious  fayth  with  vs  in  the  rightewesnes  that 
commeth  off  oure  God  /  and  off  the  savioure  Jesus 
Christ. 

Grace  with  you  /  and  peace  be  multiplied  in  the 
knowledge  off  God/  and  off  Jesus  oure  lorde.  Accordynge  as 


w  ^  u 

his  godly  power  hath  geven  vnto  vs  all  thynges  that  pertayne 
vnto  lyfe  and  to  serve  god  with  all  /  thorowe  the  knowledge  of 
hym  that,  hath  called  vs  by  vertue  and  glory/  by  the  meanes 
where  off/  are  geven  vnto  vs  excellent  and  moste  greatte  pro- 
meses  /  that  by  the  helpe  off  them  ye  shulde  be  part  takers  off 
the  godly  nature  /  in  that  ye  flyc  the  corrupcion  off  worldy  lust. 
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And  here  vnto  geve  all  diligence :  in  youre  fayth  minister 
vertue/and  in  vertue  knowledge /and  in  knowledge  temperancy/ 
and  in  tcmperancy  pacience/  in  pacience  godlynes/  in  godlynes 
brotherly  kyndnes  /  in  brotherly  kyndnes  love.  For  yf  these 
thinges  be  amonge  you/  and  arc  plenteous  they  woll  make  you 
that  ye  nether  shalbe  ydle  nor  vnfrutfull  vnto  the  knowledge  off 
oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ.  He  that  lacketh  these  thyngcs  is  blynde 
and  gropeth  for  the  waye  with  his  honde/  and  hath  forgotten 
that  he  was  ponrged  from  his  olde  synnes. 

Wherfore  brethren  geve  the  moare  diligence  forto  make  youre 
callynge  and  eleccion  sure.  For  yf  ye  do  soche  thynges  ye 
shall  never  erre.  Ye  and  by  this  meanes  an  entrynge  in  shalbe 
ministred  vnto  you  aboundantly  in  to  the  everlastynge  kyngdom 
off  oure  lorde  and  saveoure  Jesus  Christ. 

Wherfore  I  will  not  be  negligence  to  put  you  aliwayes  in 
remembrance  of  soche  thynges/  though  that  ye  knowe  them 
youre  selves  and  be  also  stablisshed  in  the  present  tructh.  Not 
withstondynge  1  thynke  yt  mete  (as  longe  as  I  am  in  this  taber¬ 
nacle)  to  stere  you  vppe  by  puttynge  you  in  remembraunce  /  for 
as  moch  as  I  am  sure  howe  that  the  tyme  is  at  honde  that  I  must 
put  of  this  my  tabernacle/  even  as  our  lorde  Jesus  Christ  hath 
shewed  me.  I  will  en  foarce  therfore/  that  on  every  svde  ve 
mygltt  have  wherwith  to  stere  vppe  the  remcmbrauncc  off  these 
thynges  after  my  departynge. 

For  we  folowed  not  decevable  fables  when  wo  openned  vnto 
you  the  power/  and  comraynge  of  our  lorde  Jesus  Christ:  but 
with  oure  eves  we  sawe  his  maiestie.  Even  then  verely  when 

V 

he  receavcd  of  god  the  father  honor  and  glory/  and  when  there 
cam  soche  a  voyce  to  hym  from  excellent  glorie.  This  is  my 
dere  beloved  sonne/  in  whom  I  have  delite/  this  voyce  we  herde 
when  it  cam  from  lieven  /  beynge  with  hym  in  the  holy  mountc. 

We  have  also  a  more  sure  worde  off  prophesy  /  where  vnto  yff 
ye  take  hede/  as  vnto  a  lyght  that  shyneth  in  a  darke  place/  ve 
do  wele/  vntill  the  daye  dawne  and  the  daye  star  re  aryse  in 
your  hertes.  So  that  ye  fyrst  knowe  this  /  that  no  prophesy  in 
the  scripture  hath  eny  private  interpretacion.  For  the  scripture, 
cam  never  by  the  will  of  man  :  but  wholy  men  of  god  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  wholy  goost. 


Cf)e  tj.  Chapter. 

HPHERE  were  falce  prophetes  amonge  the  people  even  as  there 
shalbe  falce  teachers  amonge  you  :  which  prevelv  shall 
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brvngc  in  damnable  sectes/  even  denyinge  the  lorde  that  hath 
bought  them  r  and  brynge  on  thcicr  oweu  heeddes  swyft  damn  a  - 
cion  /  and  many  shall  folowe  their  damnable  wayes  /  by  which 
the  waye  off  trueth  shalbe  evyll  spoken  off/  and  thorowe  cove- 
tousnes  shall  they  with  fayned  wordcs  make  marchandyse  of  you  / 
whose  iudgement  is  not  farre  of/  and  there  dampnacion  slepeth 
not. 

For  yf  god  spared  not  the  angels  that  synned  but  cast  them 
doune  into  hell  /  and  putt  them  in  chaynes  of  darcknes  /  there  to 
be  kept  vnto  judgement,  nether  spared  the  olde  worlde :  butt 
saved  Noe  the  ayghte  preacher  of  rightewesnes  /  and  brought  in 
the  flud  into  the  worlde  off  the  vn godly  /  and  turned  the  cities 
of  Zodom  ahd  Gomor  into  asshes :  overthrewe  them/  damned 
them/  and  made  them  an  ensamplc  vnto  all  that  alter  shulde 
live  vngodly.  ‘  And  iust  Lot  vexed  with  the  vnclenly  conversa¬ 
tion  off  the  wicked  /  delivered  he.  For  he  beynge  ryghteous 
and  dwellyngc  amongc  them  /  in  seynge  and  hearynge  /  vexed 
his  righteous  soule  from  dayc  to  dayc  with  their  vnrighteous 
dedes.  The  lorde  knoweth  liowe  to  deliver  the  godly  out  off 
temptation/  and  howe  to  reserve  the  vniuste  vnto  the  daye  off 
iudgement  for  to  be  punnysshed- :  namly  them  that  walke  after 
the  flesshe  in  the  lust  off  vnclennes/  and  despyse  the  ruelars. 
Presumpteons  are  they/  and  stubbome  and  feare  not  to  speake 
evyll  oft' them  that  arc  in  auctorite.  When  the  angels  which  are 
gretter  hothc  in  power  and  myght/  receave  not  of  the  lorde 
raylynge  iudgement  agaynst  them.  But  these  as  brute  beastes/ 
naturally  made  to  be  taken  and  destroyed/  speake  evyll  of  that 
they  knowe  not  /  and  shall  perisshe  through  their  owne  destruc¬ 
tion/  and  receave  the  rewarde  of  vnrightewesnes. 

They  count  it  pleasure  to  live  deliciously  for  a  season.  S pottos 
tliev  are  and  filthynes:  and  off  you  they  make  a  inockyng- 
stoke  feast ynge  togedder  in  their  deceavable  waves ;  havynge 
eyes  full  ofadvoutric  >  and  that  cannot  cease  to  synne/  begyl- 
ynge  vn  stable  soules,  Hertes  they  have  exercyscd  with  cove- 
teousucs.  They  are  cursed  chyldren  /  and  have  forsaken  the  right 
wave/  and  arc  gone  astraye  folowynge  the  waye  of  Balam  the 
sonne  of  Bosuc/  which  loved  the  rewarde  of  vnrightewesnes :  but 
was  rebuked  of  his  iuiquitic.  The  tame  and  dom  beast  /  speak- 
yngc  with  mannes  voyce  forbade  the  folisshnes  of  the  prophet. 

These  are  welles  without  water  /  and  cloudes  caried  about  of  a 
tempest/  to  whone  the  myst  off  darcknes  is  reserved  for  ever. 
For  when  they  have  spoken  the  swellynge  wordes  off  vanytie  / 
they  begyle  with  wantannes  thorowe  the  lustes  off  the  flesshe 
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them  tliat  were  clene  escaped:  butt nowe  are  wrapped  in  errours. 
They  promys  tliem  libertie  /  and  are  them  selves  the  bondc  ser- 
vauutes  of  corrupcion.  For  of  whom  soever  a  man  is  over  com  / 
vnto  tike  same  is  he  in  bondage.  For  yf  they/  after  they  have 
escaped  from  the  filthynes  of  the  worlde  thorowe  the  knowledge  off 
the  lorde/  and  of  the  saviour  Jesu9  Christ  /  they  are  yet  tangled 
agayne  therm  and  over  come :  then  is  the  latter  ende  worese 
with  them  then  the  begynnynge.  For  it  had  bene  better  for 
them  /  not  to  have  knowene  the  waye  of  righteousnes  /  limn  after 
they  have  knowen  it  /  to  turne  from  the  holy  commaundement 
geven  vnto  them.  Hit  is  happened  vnto  them  accord ynge  to 
the  true  proYcrbe :  The  dogge  is  turned  to  his  vomet  agayne/ 
and  the  sowe  after  she  is  wesahed  /  is  returned  to  her  wallowynge 
in  the  myre. 


Wtft  uj.  €3japtrr. 

rpHIS  is  the  seconde  pistle  that  I  nowe  write  vnto  you  /  my 
*"•  derly  beloved  /  wherwitli  I  stere  vppe  and  warne  you  re  pure 
myndes/  to  call  to  remembraunce  the  wordcs  were  lolde  l>efore 
off  the  holy  prophetes/  and  also  the  commaundement  of  vs  the 
apostles  of  the  lorde  and  saveour. 

This  fyrst  vnderstonde  /  that  there  shall  come  in  the  last  dayes 
mockers/  which  will  walke  after  their  awnc  lnst.es  and  save: 
Where  is  the  promes  of  his  commynge?  For  senee  the  fathers 
died  all  thynges  continue  in  the  same  estate  wherin  they  were 
at  the  begynnynge.  This  they  knowe  not  (and  that  willyngly) 
howe  that  the  hevens  a  grett  whyle  ago  were  /  and  the  erth  that 
was  in  the  water  /  appered  vppe  out  of  the  water  by  the  worde 
of  god :  by  the  which  thinges/  the  worlde  that  theu  was  pe- 
risshed  over  flowen  with  the  fiudde.  But  the -hevens  vercly 
and  erth  which  are  nowe  t  are  kept  by  the  same  worde  in  store  / 
and  reserved  vnto  fyre/  agaynste  the  daye  of  iudgemeot  and 
perdicion  of  vngodly  men. 

Dcrely  beloved  be  not  ignorant  of  this  one  thynge  /  howe  that, 
one  daye  is  with  the  lorde  /  as  a  thousande  yeare/  and  a  thou¬ 
sand  ycore  as  one  daye.  The  lorde  is  not  slake  to  fulfill  his 
promes  as  some  men  count  slacknes :  but  is  pacient  to  vs  warde 
and  wolde  have  no  man  lost/  butt  wolde  rcceave  all  men  to 
repeutaunce.  Neverthelesse  the  daye  off  the  lorde  will  come  as 
a  thefe  in  the  nyght  /  in  the  which  daye  /  the  hevens  shall  perisshe. 
with  terrible  noyse/  and  the  elementes  shall  melt  with  beet. 
And  the  erth  with  the  workes  that  are  therin  shall  borime. 
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Yf  all  these  thynges  shall  perisshe/  what  maner  persons  ought 
ye  to  be  in  holy  conversacion /  and  godlines:  lokyogefore/  and 
liastynge  vnto  the  conmiynge  off  the  daye  off  God  /  In  which  the 
hevcna  shall  perisshe  with  lyre/  and  the  elementes  shalbe  con¬ 
sumed  with  heate.  Neverthelesse  we  loke  for  a  neue  hevcn/  and 
a  newc  erlh /  aceordyftge  to  his  promes/  where  in  dwelleth  righ¬ 
ts  wearies. 

Wlierfore  derly  beloved  /  seynge  that  yc  loke  for  soche 
thynges  /  be  diligent  that  ye  maye  be  ibunde  of  hym  in  peace  / 
with  out  spott  and  vndefiled :  And  suppose  that  the  longe  suf- 
ferynge  off  thelorde  is  helth  /  even  as  ourederely  beloved  brother 
Paul  i  accordynge  to  the  wysdom  geven  vnto  hym/  wrote  to  you/ 
yee  t  almost  in  every  pistle  speakynge  off  soche  thynges:  amonge 
which  arc  many  thynges  lrarde  to  be  vnderstoude/  which  they 
that  arc  vnlearued  /  and  vnstable  pervert/  as  they  do  wother 
scriptures  vnto  their  ovvne  destruccion.  Y‘e  therfore 
dearly  beloved  seynge  ye  are  warned/  Beware 
lest  ye  be  also  plucked  awaye  with  the  erroure 
of  the  wicked/  and  fall  from  you  re 
owne  stedfastnes  :  But  growe 
in  grace/  and  in  the  knowledge  off 
ourc  lorde  /  and  saveoure  Jesus  Christ.  To  whom 

be  glory  bothe  no  we  and  for  ever/ 

Amen. 


a  b 
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Cfif  fprst  Chapter* 


toot  which  was  from  the  begynnynge  dr 
ctarc  we  m to  you  /  which  we  have  herde  which 
we  have  sene  with  oure  eyes/  which  we  have 
loked  apon/  and  cure  hondes  have  Uandbd  • 
of  the  woide  of  lyfe.  For  the  lyfe  apered  /  and 
we  have  sene/  and  be  arc  witnes/  and  dime 

vnto  yoa  that  eternal!  lyfe/  which  was  wit!)  the 
father/  and  apered  vnto  vs.  That  which  we 
have  sene  and  herde  declare  we  vnto  you  that 
ye  maye  have 'fell  ishippe  with  vs/  and  dial  oure 
fellishtppe  mayo  be  with  the  father/  and  bis 
sonne  Jesus  Christ,  And  this  write  we  vnto  you/  that  you  re 
ioye  maye  be  full. 

And  this  is  the  tydyoges  which  we  have  herde  of  him  /  and 
declare  vnto  you  /  that  god  is  lyght/  and  in  him  is  no  daiknes  at 
all.  yf  we  saye  that  we  have  fdlishippe  with  hym/  and  yt-t 
walke  in  daiknes/  we  lye/  and  do  not  the  truth :  but  and  yf  vc 
walke  in  lyght  even  as  he  is  in  lyght  /  then  have  wc  fellishtppe  with 
hym  /  and  the  Uoud  of  Christ  his  sonne  clensetli  vs  from  all  synne. 

Yf  we  shall  saye  that  we  have  no  synne/  wc  deceave  oun- 
selves/  and  trueth  is  not  in  vs.  yf  we  kuowledge  oure  symics/ 
he  is  faythfull  and  hist/  to  for  geve  vs  oure  synnes  /  and  to  dens'- 
vs  from  all  vnrightewesnes.  Yf  wc  saye  wc  have  not  sinned ' 
we  make  hym  a  lyar/  and  hts  worde  is  not  in  vs. 


Cfp  dttonfic  Chapter. 

TAfY  lytcll  children  /  these  thinges  write  1  vnto  you  /  that  vc 
"*■  sliulde  not  sinne :  and  yf  eny  man  synne/  yet  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  father/  Jesus  Christ/  which  is  righteous ;  and 
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he  itt  is  that  obteyneth  grace  for  oure  synnes :  not  for  oure  sin nes 
only :  but  also  for  the  sinnes  of  ail  the  worlde.  And  herby  we 
knowe  that  we  have  knowen  him  /  yf  wc  kepe  his  commaunde- 
meutes.  He  that  sayth  I  knowe  hym/  and  kepeth  nott  liiscom- 
maundementes  is  a  lyar/  and  the  veritie  ia  not  in  him.  Whoso¬ 
ever  kepeth  his  worde/  in  hym  is  the  love  of  god  parfet  in  dede. 
And  therin  knowe  we  that  we  are  in  hym.  He  that  sayth  he 
bydeth  in  hym  /  ought  to  walke  even  as  he  walked. 

Brethren  I  write  rio  newe  commaundcment  vnto  you :  but  that 
olde  commaundement  which  ye  licrdc  from  the  begynnynge. 
The  oldc  commaundement  is  the  worde  which  ye  herde  from  the 
begynnynge.  Agayne  a  newe  commaundement  I  write  vnto 
you/  a  tliynge  that  is  true  in  hym  /  and  also  in  you :  for  the 
dark  nes  is  past/  and  the  true  lyght  nowe  shyneth.  He  that 
sayth  howe  that  he  Is  in  the  true  light/  and  yet  liateth  his 
brother  /  is  in  darcknes  even  vntyll  this  tyme.  He  that  loveth 
his  brother/  abydeth  in  the  light  /  and  there  is  none  occasion  of 
ewll  in  him.  He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  in  darknes/ and 
walketh  in  darknes :  and  cannot  tell  whither  lie  goeth  /  be  cause 
tli alt.  darknes  hath  blynded  his  eyes. 

Babes  I  write  vnto  you  howe  that  youre  synnes  are  forgeven 
you  for  his  names  sake.  I  wryte  vnto  you  fathers/  howe  that 
ye  have  knowen  him  that  was  from  the  begynnynge.  I  wryte 
vnto  you  yonge  men/  howe  that  yc  have  overcome  the  wicked. 
I  wryte.  vnto  you  lytell  children/  ha  we  that  ye  have  knowne  the 
father.  I  write  vnto  you  fathers/  howe  that  ye  have  knowen 
him  that  was  from  the  begynnynge.  I  wryte  vnto  you  yonge 
men  /  howe  that  yc  are  stronge  :  and  the  worde  of  God  abydeth 
in  vou/  and  vc  have  over  come  that  wicked. 

Se  that  ye  love  not  the  worlde/  nctlicr  the  thyngesthat  are  in 
the  worlde.  Yf  eny  man  love  the  worlde  /  the  love  of  the  father 
is  not  in  him.  For  all  that  is  in  the  worlde  (as  the  lust  of  the 
flesshe /  the  lust  of  the  eyes/  and  the  pryde  of  gooddes)  is  not  of 
the  father ;  butt  of  the  worlde.  And  the  worlde  vannyssheth 
awave/ and  the  lust  thcr  of:  butt  he  that  fulfilleth  the  will  of 
god/  abydeth  ever. 

Lytell  children  it  is  the  last  tyme/  and  as  ye  have  herde  howe 
thatt  Antichrist  shall  come :  even  nowe  are  there  many  Anti- 
christes  come  allredy  wher  by  we  knowe  that  it  is  the  last  tyme. 
They  went  oute  from  vs  but  they  were  nott  of  vs.  For  yf  they 
had  bene  of  vs/  thev  wolde  no  dout  have  continued  with  vs. 
Butt  that  fortuned  that  ytt  myghtapere/  that  they  were  not  of  vs. 

And  ye  have  an  oyntment  of  the  holy  gost/  and  ye  knowe  all 
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thingea.  1  wrote  not  vnto  you/  as  though  ye  knewe  not  the 
trueth  :  but  as  though  ye  knewe  it  /  and  knowe  also  that  no  lye 
commeth  of  trueth.  who  is  a  lyar:  but  he  that  denyeth  that 
Jesus  is  Christ  ?  he  is  Antichrist  that  dcnie.th  the  father  and  the 
sonne.  Whosoever  denyeth  the  sonne/  the  same  hath  not  the 
father.  Let  therfore  abyde  in  you  that  same  which  ye  herde 
from  the  begynnynge.  Yf  that  which  ye  herde  from  the  begyn- 
nynge  shall  remayne  in  you/  ye  also  shall  continewe  in  the  sonne  / 
and  in  the  father.  And  this  is  the  promes  that  he  hath  promysed 
v9  /  even  eternal)  lyfe. 

This  have  I  written  vnto  you/  as  concernyngc  them  that 
disceave  you.  And  the  anoyntynge  which  ye  have  receavefl  of 
hvm  dwelleth  in  you.  And  ye  nede  not  that  eny  man  teachc 
you  :  but  as  that  annoyntynge  teacheth  you  all  thinges/  and  is 
true/  and  is  no  lye  :  and  as  it  taught  you/  evert  so  byde  therin. 
And  nowe  babes  abyde  in  hyra  /  that  when  he  shall  apeve  /  we 
maye  be  bolde/  and  nott  be  made  a  shamed  of  him  at  his  com- 
mynge.  Yff  ye  knowe  that  he  is  righteous/  knowe  also  that  lie 
whych  foloweth  righiewesnes/  is  borne  of  liyin. 

Cf)£  uj.  Chapter. 

"OEHOLDE  what  love  the  father  hath  shewed  on  vs  /  that  we 
■***  shulde  be  called  the  sonnes  of  god.  For  this  cause  the 
worlde  knoweth  you  not  be  cause  it  hath  not  kuowen  him. 
Derely  beloved/  nowe  are  we  the  sonnes  of  god  /  and  yet  it  hath 
not  apered  what  we  shalbe.  but  we  knowe  that  when  it  shall 
apere/  we  shalbe  lyke  hym.  For  we  shall  se  hym  as  lie  is.  And 
every  man  that  hath  thys  hope  in  hym  /  pourgeth  hym  silfe/  even 
as  he  ys  pure.  Whosoever  committeth  synne/  commit.tet.li 
vnrightewesnes  also/  and  synne  is  vnrightewesnes.  and  yc 
knowe  that  he  apered  to  take  awaye  oure  synnes/  and  in  him  is 
no  synne.  As  many  as  byde  in  him/  synne  not:  whosoever 
synneth  hath  not  sene  hym/  nether  hath  knowen  him. 

Babes  let  no  man  deceave  you/  He  that  doeth  rightewesnes 
is  righteous/  even  as  he  is  righteous.  He  that  committeth  sinno 
is  of  the  devill ;  for  the  devyll  synneth  sence  the  begynninge. 
For  this  purpose  apered  the  sonne  of  god  /  to  lowse  the  workes 
of  the  devill.  Whosoever  is  borne  of  god/  sinneth  not :  for  his 
seede  remayneth  in  hym  /  and  he  cannot  sinne/  be  cause  be  is 
borne  of  god.  In  this  are  the  children  of  god  knowen  /  and  the 
children  of  the  devill.  Whosoever  doeth  not  rightewesnes/  is 
not  of  god  /  nether  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother. 
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For  this  is  the  tydinges/  that  ye  herde  from  the  begyunynge/ 
that  ye  shulde  lore  one  another :  not  as  Cayn  which  was  of  the 
wicked  and  slewe  hvs  brother.  And  wherfore  slewe  he  him  ? 

V 

be  cause  hys  awne  workes  were  evyll/  and  his  brothers  goode. 
Marveyle  nott  my  brethren  yfF  the  worlde  hate  you.  We  knowe 
that  we  are  translated  from  deeth  vnto  lyfe/  be  cause  we  love 
the  brothren.  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother/  abydeth  in  deeth. 
Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  /  is  a  man  slear.  And  ye  knowe 
thatt  no  man  slear/  hath  eternall  lyfe  abydynge  in  hym. 

Hereby  perceave  we  love  :  for  he  gave  his  lyfe  for  vs :  And  we 
ought  also  to  geve  oure  lives  for  oure  brethren.  Whosoever 
hath  this  worldes  goode  and  seyth  his  brother  in  necessitie/  and 
shetteth  vppe  his  compassion  from  him  :  howe  dwellcth  the  love 
of  god  in  him ?  My  babes/  let  vs  not  love  in  worde/  nether  in 
tonge :  but  with  dede/  and  in  veritie.  And  herby  we  knowe 
that  we  are  off  the  veritie/  and  will  before  hym  put  oure  hertes 
out  of  dout:  For  (yff  oure  hertes  condempne  vs)  god  is  gretter 
then  oure  hertes/  and  knoweth  all  thinges.  Tenderly  beloved/ 
yf  oure  hertes  condempne  vs  not/  then  have  we  trust  to  god 
warde :  aud  whatsoever  wc  axe  /  we  shall  receave  of  hym  :  be 
cause  we  kepe  his  commaundementes/  and  do  those  thynges 
which  are  pieasyngc  in  his  sight. 

And  this  is  liis  commaundment/  that  we  beleve  on  the  name 
of  his  sonne  Jesus  Christ/  and  love  one  another/  as  he  gave 
enmmaundemeut.  And  he  that  kepeth  hys  commaundementes 
dwellcth  in  him/  and  he  in  hym/  And  herby  we  knowe  that 
there  abydeth  in  vs  of  the  sprete  which  he  gave  vs. 


Cf)i  rnj.  Chapter. 


T^ERELY  beloved  beleve  not  every  sprete :  but  prove  the 
spretes  whether  they  are  of  god  /  or  no  :  for  many  falce 
prophetes  are  gone  out  into  the  worlde.  Herby  shall  ye  knowe 
the  sprete  off  god.  Every  sprete  that  confesseth  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  come  in  the  flesshe/  is  of  god.  And  every  sprete  which 
confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesshe/  is  nott 
off  god.  And  this  is  that~sprete  of  Antichrist/  of  whom  ye  have 
herde/  howe  that  he  shulde  come  :  and  even  nowe  alredy  is  he 
in  the  worlde. 


I.ytell  children  /  ye  are  of  god  /  and  have  overcome  them  :  for 
gretter  is  he  that  is  in  you  /  then  lie  that  is  in  the  worlde.  They 
are  of  the  worlde/  therfore  speake  they  of  the  worlde  /  and  the 
worlde  liearcth  them.  We  are  of  god.  He  that  knoweth  god 
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heareth  vs  :  He  that  is  nott  off  God/  heareth  vs  not.  Herbv 
knowe  we  the  sprete  of  veritie/  and  the  sprete  of  erroure. 

Derely  beloved  /  lett  vs  love  one  another ;  for  love  commeth  of 
god.  And  every  one  that  loveth  is  borne  of  god/  and  knoweth 
god.  He  that  loveth  nott/  hath  nott  knowen  god :  for  god  is 
love.  In  this  apered  the  love  of  god  to  vs  ward/  because  that 
god  sent  his  only  begotten  sonne  into  the  worlde/  that  we  myght 
live  thorowe  him.  Herm  is  love/  not  that  we  loved  god/  but 
that  he  loved  vs  /  and  sent  his  sonne  to  make  agrement  for  ourc 
sinnes. 

Derely  beloved  yf  god  so  loved  vs/  we  ought  also  to  love  one 
another,  no  man  hath  sene  god  at  eny  tyrae.  Yf  we  love  one 
another/  god  dwelleth  in  vs/  and  his  love  is  parfet  in  vs.  Herby 
knowe  we/  that  we  dwell  in  hym/  and  he  in  vs :  be  cause  he 
hath  geven  vs  of  his  sprete.  And  we  have  sene  and  do  testifie 
that  the  father  sent  the  sonne/  which  is  the  saveour  of  the 
worlde.  Whosoever  confesseth  that  J esus  is  the  sonne  of  god  / 
in  hym  dwelleth  god/  and  he  in  god.  And  we  have  knowen 
and  beleved  the  love  that  god  hath  to  vs. 

God  is  love/  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  god  / 
and  god  in  hym.  Herin  is  the  love  parfet  in  vs/  thatt  we  shulde 
have  trust  in  the  daye  of  iudgement/  that  as  he  is/  even  so  are 
we  in  this-  worlde.  There  is  no  feare  in  love/  but  parfet  love 
casteth  out  all  feare/  for  feare  hath  paynfulncs.  He  that  fearetli 
is  not  parfet  in  love. 

W e  love  him  /  for  he  loved  vs  fyrst.  Yf  a  man  saye  /  I  love 
god/  and  yet  hateth  his  brother/  he  is  a  lyar.  Howe  can  he 
that  loveth  nott  his  brother  whom  he  hath  sene/  love  god  whom 
he  hath  not.  sene  ?  And  this  commaundement  have  we  of  hym : 
that  he  which  loveth  God/  shulde  love  his  brother. also. 


Qli)t  b.  Chapter. 

VVTHOSOEVEE  beleveth  that  Jesus  is  Christ/  is  borne  of 

god.  and  every  one  that  loveth  hym  which  begat/  loveth 
him  also  which  was  begotten  of  him.  In  this  wc  knowe  that 
we  love  the  cfiildren  of  god/  when  we  love  god/  and  kepe  his 
commaundementes.  This  is  the  love  of  god/  that  we  kepe  his 
commaundementes/  and  his  commaundementes  are  not  greveous. 
For  all  that  is  borne  of  god /  over  commeth  the  worlde.  and  tin's 
is  the  victory  that  over  commeth  the  worlde/  even  oure  faytli. 
who  is  it  that  over  commeth  the  worlde :  but  he  which  beleveth 
that  Jesus  is  the  sonne  of  god  ? 
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This  Jesus  Christ  is  he  that  cam  by  water  aud  bloud/  not  by 
water  only :  but  by  water  and  bloud.  Aud  it  is  the  sprete  that 
hearcth  witncs  /  be  cause  the  sprete  ys  trueth.  For  there  are 
thre  whycli  beare  recorde  in  heven/  the  father/  the  worde/  and 
l  he  wholy  goost.  And  these  thre  are  one.  And  there  are  thre 
which  beare  recorde  in  erth:  the  sprete/  and  water/  and  hloud : 
and  these  thre  are  one.  Yf  we  receave  the  witnes  of  men  /  the 


witnes  of  god  is  gretter.  For  this  is  the  witnes  of  god  /  which 
he  testifyed  of  his  sonne.  He  that  belevetli  on  the  sonne  of  god 
hath  the  witnes  in  liyin  silfe.  He  that  belevcth  nott  God  /  hath 
made  hym  a  lvare/  be  cause  he  beleved  nott  the  recorde  that 
god  gave  of  his  sonne.  And  this  ys  that  recorde/  howe  that 
god  hath  geven  vnto  vs  eternal!  lyfc/  and  this  lyfe  is  in  his 
sonne.  He  that  hath  the  sonne/  hath  lyfe :  and  he  that  hath 
not  the  sonue  of  god/  hath  not  lyfe. 

These  thynges  have  I  written  vnto  you  that  beleve  on  the 
name  of  the  sonne  off  God  /  that  ye  mayc  knowe  howe  that  ye 
have  etemall  lyfe/  and  that  ye  maye  beleve  on  the  name  of  tile 
sonne  off  god.  And  this  is  the  trust  that  we  have  in  hym  :  that 
yf  we  axe  eny  thynge  aecordynge  to  his  will  he  heareth  vs.  And 
vff  we  knowe  that  he  heare  vs  whatt  soever  we  axe/  we  knowe 


if 

thalt  we  shall  have  the  peticions  that  we  desyred  of  hym. 

Yff  eny  man  se  his  brother  synne  a  synne  that  is  not  vnto 
decth/  let  hym  axe/  and  he  shall  geve  hym  lyfe  for  them  that 
synne  not  vnto  deeth.  There  is  a  synne  vnto  deeth/  for  which 
save  I  not  that  a  man  shulde  praye.  All  vnrightewesnes  is 
synne  /  and  there  is  synne  not  vnto  deeth. 

We  knowe  that  whosoever  is  borne  of  God/  synneth  not: 
but  he  that  is  begotten  of  god  kepeth  hym  silfe/  and  that  wicked 
toucheth  hym  not.  We  knowe  that  we  are  of  god  /  and  that 
the  worlde  is  altogcdder  set  on  wickednes.  We  knowe  that  the 
sonne  of  God  is  come/  and  hath  geven  vs  a  mynde  to 
knowe  hym  which  is  true :  and  we  are  in  hym  that 
is  true/  through  his  sonne  Jesu  Christ.  This 
same  is  very  god/  and  etemall  lyfe. 

Babes  kepe  youre  selves  from , 
y mages.  Amen. 
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THE  seneour  to  the  electe  lady  and  her  childreu  which  I 

love  in  the  trueth :  and  not  I  only ;  but  also  all  they  that 
have  knowen  the  trueth/  for  the  truthes  sake/  which 
remayneth  in  vs/  and  shaibe  in  vs  for  ever. 

With  you  be  grace/  mercy/  and  peace  from  God  the  father/ 
and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ  the  sonne  off  the  father  /  in  trueth 
and  love. 

I  reioysed  greatly  /  that  I  founde  off  thy  children  walkyugc  in 
trough/  as  we  have  rcceaved  a  commaundement  of  the  father. 
And  no  we  beseche  I  the  lady  /  not  as  though  I  wrote  a  newe  eom- 
maundement  vnto  the  /  but  that  same/  which  we  had  from  the 
begynnynge/  that  we  shulde  love  one  a  nother.  And  this  is  the 
love  /  that  we  shulde  walke  after  his  commaundementes. 

This  commaundement  is  (that  as  ye  have  herdc  from  the 
begynnynge)  ye  shulde  walke  in  it.  For  many  deeeavers  are 
entred  in  to  the  worlde/  which  confesse  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is 

s 

come  in  the  flesshe.  This  is  a  deceaver  and  an  Antichrist. 
Loke  on  youre  selves/  that  we  lowse  not  that  we  have  wrought : 
but  that  we  maye  have  a  full  rewarde.  Whosoever  transgressed) 
and  by  deth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ/  hath  not  God  lie 
that  endureth  in  the  doctryne  off  Christ/  hath  bo  the.  the  father  t 
and  the  sonne. 

Yff  there  come  eny  vnto  you  and  brynge  not  this  learnynge/ 
hym  receave  not  to  housse:  nether  bid  hym  god  spede/  For 
he  that  biddeth  hym  God  spede  /  is  part  taker  off  his  evyll  dedes. 
I  had  many  thynges  to  wryte  vnto  you/  neverthelesse  I  woklc 
nott  wryte  with  paper  and  ynkc :  but  I  trust  to  come 
vnto  yon/  ana  speake  with  you  mought  to 
mouth  /  that  oure  ioye  maye  be  full . 

The  sonnes  off  thy  electe 
sister  grete  the 
Amen. 
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THE  senior  vnto  the  beloved  gayus/  whom  f  love  in  the 
tructh.  VVelbeloved  I  wysslie  in  all  thynges  thatt  thou 
prospcredest  and  faredest  well/  even  as  thy  soale  pros- 
pereth,  1  reioysed  greatly  when  the  brethren  cam  and  testified 
off  the  trueth  that  is  in  the  /  bowe  thou  in  troth  walkest.  I  have 
no  gretter  ioye  then  forto  heare  howe  that  my  sonnes  walke  in 
veritie . 

Derely  beloved  thou  doest  faythfully  whatt  soever  thou  doest 
to  the  brethren/  and  to  straungers/  which  bare  witnes  off  thy 
love  before  all  the  congregacion.  Which  brethren  when  thou 
bryngest  forwardes  on  their  iorney  (as  it  besemet  God)  thou  shalt 
do  wele:  be  cause  that  for  his  names  sake  they  went  forth  /  and 
tokc  no  thynge  off  the  gentyls.  We  therfore  ought  to  receave 
soclic/  that  we  also  myght  be  helpers  to  the  trueth. 

1  wrote  vnto  the  congregacion:  but  Diotrephes  which  loveth 
to  have  the  preeminence  amonge  them/  receaveth  vs  not/  wher- 
forc  yf  I  come  I  will  declare  his  dedes  which  he  doeth  iestynge 
on  vs  with  malicious  wovdes /  nether  is  therewith  content.  Not 
ouly  he  hyui  silfe  receaveth  not  the  brethren :  but  also  he  for- 
biddeth  them  thatt  woide/  and  thrusteth  them  out  ofi’  the 
congregacion. 

Derely  beloved  counterfait  not  thatt  which  is  evyll  /  but  that 
which  is  good :  He  that  doeth  well  is  off  God :  but  he  that  doeth 
evyll  seith  not  God.  Demetrius  hath  good  reporte  off  all  men/ 
and  of  the  trueth.  '  Yee  and  we  ourc  selves  also  beare  recorde/ 
and  yc  knowe  that  oure  recorde  is  true.  I  have  many  thynges 
to  wryte :  But  1  willnot  with  pen  and  ynke  wryte  vnto 
the.  For  I  trust  I  shall  shortly  se  the/  and 
we  shall  speake  mouth  to  mouth. 

Peace  be  with  the  The 
lovers  salute  the 
Crete  the  lovers  by 
name. 
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in  tyme  past  diversly  and  many  way  its  / 
spake  vnto  the  fathers  by  prophetes :  but  in 
these  last  dayes  he  hath  spoken  vnto  vs  by  his 
so  nne  /  whom  he  hath  made  heyre  of  all  thynges : 
by  whom  also  he  made  the  worlde.  which  sonne 
beyngc  the  brightnes  of  his  glory/  and  very 
ymage  off  his  substance/  bearynge  vppe  all 
thynges  with  the  worde  of  his  power/  hath  in 
his  awne  person  pourged  on  re  sy  tines/  and  is 
sytten  on  the  right  honde  of  the  maiestie  an 
hye/  and  is  more  excellent  then  the  angels  /  in 
as  moche  as  he  hath  by  inheritaunce  obteyncd  an  excellenter 
name  then  have  they. 

For  vnto  which  off  the  angels  saydc  he  at  eny  tyme :  Tho« 
arte  my  sonne/  this  daye  begate  1  the?  And  agayne :  I  will  be 
liis  father/  and  he  shalbe  my  sonne.  And  agayne  when  he 
bryngeth  in  the  fyrst  begotten  sonne  in  the  worlde/  he  sayth : 
And  all  the  angels  of  god  shall  woraliippe  hym.  And  vnto  the 
angels  he  sayth  :  He  maketh  his  angels  spretes  /  and  his  minis¬ 
ters  flammes  of  fyre.  But  vnto  the  sonne  he  saytli:  God  thy 
seate  shalbe  for  ever  /  and  ever.  The  cepter  of  thy  kyngdom  is 
a  right  cepter/  Thou  hast  loved  rightewesnes  and  hated  iniquitie: 
Wherfore  hath  god/  which  is  thy  god/  anoynted  the  with  the 
oyle  off  gladncs  above  thy  felowes. 

And  thou  lorde  in  the  begynnynge  hast  layde  the  foundaeiou 
of  the  erth :  And  the  hevens  are  theworkesoff  thy  hondes.  They 
shall  perisshe  /  but  thou  shalit  endure.  They  all  shall  wexe  olde 
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as  doth  a  garment :  and  as  a  veBlure  shah  thou  chaunge  them/ 
and  they  shalbe  chaunged :  but  thou  arte  the  same/  and  thy 
yeares  shall  not  fayle.  Vnto  which  off  the  angels  sayde  he  at 
eny  tyme  ?•  Sit  on  my  right  honde  tyll  1  make  thyne  enemies 
thy  fote  stole.  Are  they  not  all  spretes  to  do  service  /  sent  forto 
minister  for  their  sakes/  which  shalbe  h eyres  of  health  ? 


Ci)e  it.  Chapter. 

YXf  HEltFORE  we  ought  moche  more  to  attende  vnto  tho 
*  ^  thynges  which  we  have  herde/  lest  we  be  spilt.  For  yff 
the  worde  which  was  spoken  by  angels  was  stedfast :  and  every 
transgression  and  disobedience  receaved  a  iust  recompence  to 
rewarde :  howe  shall  we  escape  yf  we  despise  so  great  belth  ? 
which  at  the  fyrst  began  to  be  preached  off  the  lorde  hym  silfe  / 
and  after  warde  was  confermea  vnto  vs  warde  /  by  them  that 
herde  it/  god  bearynge  witnes  there  to  /  bothe  with  sygnes  and 
wonders  also/  and  with  divers  miracles/  and  gyftes  off  the  holy 
gooste/  accordynge  to  his  awne  will. 

He  hath  not  vnto  the  angels  put  in  subieccion  the  worlde  to 
come/  where  of  we  speake:  but  one  in  a  certayne  place  wit¬ 
nessed/  sayinge :  What  is  man  /  that  thou  arte  myndfull  of  hym  : 
other  the  sonne  of  man  /  that  thou  visitest  hym?  After  thou 
haddest  for  a  season  made  hym  lower  then  the  angels:  thou 
crouucdst  hym  with  honour  and  glory  /  and  hast  set  hym  above 
the  workes  off  thy  hondes.  Thou  hast  put  all  thynges  in  sub¬ 
ieccion  vnder  his  fete.  In  that  he  put  all  thynges  vnder  hym/ 
he  left  nothynge  that  is  not  put  vnder  him.  Neverthelesse  we 
ycl  sc  uott  all  thynges  subdued  vnto  hym :  but  that  Jesus  which 
tor  a  season  was  made  lesse  then  the  angels  /  we  se  thorowe  the 
puunyshment  of  deeth  crouned  with  glory  and  honour  /  that  he 
by  the  grace  of  god  /  shulde  last  of  deeth  for  all  men. 

For  hit  Ifccam  hym/  for  whom  are  all  thynges  /  and  by  whom 
are  all  thynges/  after  that  he  had  brought  many  Bonnes  vnto 
glory/  that  he  shulde  make  the  lorde  of  their  helth  parfet  thorowe 
afflictions:  For  as  moche  as  he  which  sanctifieth  /  and  they 
which  are  sanctified  /  are  all  off  won.  For  which  causes  sake/ 
he  is  not  a  shamed  to  call  them  brethern  sayinge  :  I  will  declare 
thy  name  vnto  my  brethren  /  in  the  myddes  oft'  the  congregacion 
will  I  prayse  the.  And  agayne :  1  will  put  my  trust  in  hym. 
And  agayne :  beholde  here  am  I  and  the  children  which  god 
hath  geven  me. 

For  as  moche  then  as  the  children  were  parte  takers  of  flesshe 
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and  bloud/  he  also  hym  silfe  lyke  wyse  toke  parte  with  them/ 
forto  put  doune  thorowc  deeth  hym  that  had  lordsliippe  over 
dee tli  that  is  to  sayc  the  devyll.  And  that  he  myght  delyver 
them  which  thorowe  feare  of  deeth  all  their  lyfe  tvme  were  in 

__  A  + 

daunger  of  bondage.  For  he  in  no  place  taketh  oti  hym  the 
angels :  but  the  sede  of  Abraham  taketh  he  on  hym.  Wherfore 
in  all  thynges  hit  be  cam  hym  to  be  made  lyke  vnto  his  brethren  / 
that  he  myglit  be  mercifull  /  and  a  faythfull  hye  preste  in  thynges 
concernynge  god  /  for  to  pourge  the  peoples  synnes.  For  in  that 
he  hym  silfe  suffered  /  and  was  tempted/  he  is  able  to  sucker 
them  that  are  tempted. 


CfK  uj.  Chapter. 


TirHERFORE  wholy  brethren/  parttr 
*  *  callinec  /  eonsvder  the  embasseatour 


ters  off  the  celestial! 
md  hye  prest  of  ourre 

%  /  y  V  l 

profession  Christ  Jesus/  baynge  faythfull  to  him  that  sent  him/ 
even  as  was  Moses  in  ail  his  housse.  And  this  man  was  counted 
worthy  of  more  glory  then  Moses :  In  as  moche  as  he  which  hath 
prepared  the  housse/  hath  most  honoure  in  the  housse.  Every 
housse  is  prepared  of  some  man.  But  he  that  ordeyned  all  thynges 
is  god.  And  Moses  verely  was  faithful!  in  all  his  housse  as  a 
minister  /  to  beare  witness  of  tho  thynges  which  shulde  be  spoken 
afterwarde.  But  Christ  as  a  sonne  hath  rule  over  the  housse/ 
whose  housse  are  we/  yf  we  kepe  stedfast  confidence  and  reioy- 
synge  in  the  fayth  vnto  the  ende. 

Wherfore  as  the  holy  goost  sayth  :  to  da  ye  if  ye  shall  heare 
his  voyce/  harden  notyourehertes/  as  when  yc  provoked  in  tyme 
of  temptacion  in  the  wildernes/ where  youre  lathers  tempted  me/ 
proved  me/  and  gawe  my  workes  xl.  yeare  longe.  Wherfore  l 
was  greved  with  that  generacion  and  sayd :  They  ever  erre  in 
their  hertes ;  they  verely  have  not  knowen  my  wayes/  so  that  1 
swaTe  in  my  wrathe/  that  they  shulde  not  enter  into  iny  rest. 
Take  hede  brethren  that  there  be  in  none  of  you  an  cvvll  herte  / 
in  vnbeleve/  tliat  he  shulde  departe  from  the  livynge  god  :  but 
exhorte  one  another  dayly/  whill  it  is  called  to  daye/  lest  eity  of 
you  wexe  harde  herted/  and  be  deceaved  with  synne. 

We  are  parte  takers  of  Christ/  so  that  we  kepe  sure  vnto  the 
ende  begynninge  of  the  substance/  soo  longe  as  it  is  said :  to 
daye  if  ye  heare  his  voyce/  herden  not  youre  hertes  /  as  when  ye 
provoked.  For  some/  when  they  herde/  provoked  :  but  nott  all 
that  cam  out  of  egypt  vnder  moses.  But  with  whomc  was  be 
depleased  xl.  yeares  ?  was  lie  not  displeased  with  them  that 

380 


Ci)e  <£pi$tlt  off  ®aul  bnto  tf»e  feebrurg,  Cl).  6. 

* 

svnned:  whose  boddies  were  over  thro  wen  in  the  desart?  To 

* 

whom  sware  he  that  they  shulde  not  enter  into  his  rest :  but  vnto 
them  that  belcved  nott  ?  And  we  se  that  they  coulde  not  enter 
in  /  be  cause  of  vnbeleve. 

€$*  iiij.  Chapter. 

T  ET  vs  teare  therfore  lest  eny  of  vs  forsakynge  the  promes 
of  entrynge  into  his  rest  /  shulde  seme  to  come  behinde.  For 
vnto  vs  was  it  declared/  as  wele  as  vnto  them.  But  hit  proffited 
not  them  that  they  herde  the  worde/  be  cause  they  which  herde 
it  coupled  it  not  with  fayth.  we  which  have  beleved/  do  enter 
into  his  rest/  as  contrary  wyse  he  sayde  to  the  wother :  as  I  have 
sworne  in  my.  wrath/  they  shall  not  enter  into  my  rest,  and  that 
spake  he  verely  longe  after  that  the  workes  were  made/  from  the 
fundacion  off  the  worlde  layde :  For  he  spake  in  a  certayne 
place  of  the  seventh  daye/  on  this  wyse:  And  god  did  rest  the 
seventh  daye  from  all  his  workes.  And  in  this  place  agayne : 
They  shall  not  come  into  my  rest. 

Seynge  therfore  it  foloweth  that  some  muste  enter  there  into/ 
and  they  to  whom  it  was  fyrst  preached/  entred  not  therm  for 
vnhelevcs  sake.  Agayne  he  apoynteth  in  David  a  certayne  present 
daye  after  so  longe  a  tyme  /  sayinge  as  it  is  rehearsed :  this  daye 
if  ve  licare  his  vovee/  be  not  harde  herted.  For  if  Josue  had 

if 

geven  them  rest/  then  wolde  he  not  aftevwarde  have  spoken  of 
another  daye.  There  remayneth  tlierfore  yet  a  rest  vnto  the 
people  of  god.  For  lie  that  is  entred  into  his  rest  doth  cease 
from  his  awne  workes/  as  god  did  from  his. 

Let  vs  study  therfore  to  entre  into  that  rest/  lest  eny  man 
laule  into  soche  an  ensample  off  vnbelefe :  for  the  worde  off  god 
is  quyeke/  and  myghty  in  operacion/  and  sharper  then  eny  two 
edged  swearde:  and  cntretli  tlirough/  even  vnto  the  dividynge  a 
sender  of  the  soule  aud  the  sprete  and  of  the  ioyntes/  and  the 
mary :  and  iudgeth  the  thoughtes  and  the  intentes  off  the  licrte. 
Ncliicr  is  there  eny  creature  invisible  in  the  sight  off  hit ;  but  all 
thynges  are  naked  and  bare  vnto  the  eyes  off  hym  /  off  whom  we 
speake. 


Cl)E  b.  Chapter. 

GEYNGE  theu  thatt  we  have  a  grett  hye  prest  whych  hath 
^  entred  heven  (1  mean  Jesus  the  sonne  off  God)  lett  vs  kepe 
oure  profession.  For  we  have  nott  an  hye  prest/  which  cannot 
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have  compassion  on  oure  infirmities :  butt  was  in  ali  poyntfs 
tempted/  in  lyke  manner:  but  yett  with  out  synne.  Let  vs 
therfore  goo  boldcly  vnto  the  seate  of  grace/  that  we  maye 
receave  mercy/  and  fynde  grace  to  hclpc  in  tyme  of  nede. 

For  every  hye  prest  that  is  taken  from  amonge  men  /  is  ordeyned 
for  men/  in  thinges  pertaynynge  to  god:  to  ofter  gyftcs  and 
sacryfyses  for  synnes :  which  can  have  compassion  oti  Lhe  igno- 
raunt/  and  on  them  that  are  out  off  the  hyc  waye/  be  cause  that 
he  hym  silfe  also  is  compascd  with  infirmitie :  For  the  which 
infirmities  sake/  he  is  boundc  to  offer  for  synnes/  as  weJefor  hys 
awne  parte/ as  for  the  peoples.  No  man  taketh  honour  vnto 
hym  silfe  /  but  he  that  is  called  off  God  /  as  was  Aaron. 

even  so  lyke  wyse  Christ  honored  not  hym  silfe  /  that  hemyght 
be  the  hye  prest :  butt  lie  gloryfyed  hym  that  savde  vnto  hym  : 
thou  arte  my  sonne/  this  daye  begat  I  the.  As  lie  also  in  a 
nother  place  speaketh :  Thou  arte  a  prest  for  ever  after  the  order 
of  Melchisedech.  Which  in  the  dayes  of  his  flesshe/  did  offor 
vppe  prayers  and  supplications  /  with  atrongc  cryinge  and  tearcs/ 
vnto  hym  that  was  able  to  save  hym  from  deeth  :  and  was  also 
herde/  be  cause  he  had  God  jn  reverence.  And  though  he  were 
goddes  sonne/  yet  learned  he  obedience/  by  tho  thynges  which 
he  suffered/  and  was  made  parfaite /  and  the  cause  off  eternal! 
health  vnto  all  them  that  obey  hym  :  and  is  called  of  God  the 
hye  prest  /  after  the  order  of  Melchisedech. 

Wherof  have  we  many  thynges  to  save  which  are  harde  to  be 
vttred :  be  cause  ye  are  dull  off  hearmge.  For  when  as  con- 
cerninge  the  tyme/  ye  ought  to  be  teachers/  yet  have  ye  nedc 
agayne  that  we  teache  you  the  fyrst  principles  of  the  worde  of 
god  :  and  are  be  come  soche  as  have  nede  off  mylke/  and  not  of 
strange  meate ;  For  every  man  that  is  feed  with  mylke  is 
inexpert  in  the  worde  of  rightewesnes :  For  he  is  but  a  babe. 
But  strange  meate  belongeth  to  them  th&tt  are  parfcct  /  which 
thorowe  custome  have  their  wittes  exercised  /  to  iudge  both  good 
and  evyll  also. 


Cf hi.  Chapter. 

XX7"HERFORE  let  vs  leave  the  doctryne  pertaynynge  to  the 
T  '  begynnynge  of  a  Christen  man  /  and  let  vs  go  vnto  perfec- 
cion/  and  nowe  no  more  laye  the  foundaeion  of  repentaunce  from 
deed  workes/  and  of  fayth  towarde  god  /  off  baptim  / of  doctryne/ 
and  of  layinge  on  of  hondes/  and  of  resurreccion  from  deeth/ 
and  of  etemall  iudgment.  And  so  will  we  do/  yf  god  pcrinitt. 

382 


€1 )t  ©pt'stle  off  $3aul  bnto  ti)t  fltibrtitf.  C$.  bij. 

For  it  is  nott  possible  that  they  /  which  were  once  lyghted/  and 
have  tasted  of  the  hevenly  gyft  /  and  are  be  come  part  takers  of 
the  holy  goost  /  and  have  tasted  of  the  good  worde  of  god  /  and 
off  the  power  off  the  worlde  to  come :  yf  they  feuie/  shnlde  be 
rrmued  agayne  vnto  repentaunec :  For  as  moche  as  they  have 
(as  coticernynge  them  selves)  crucified  the  sonne  of  god  a  fresshe  / 
makvnge  a  mocke  of  hym, 

For  that  erth  which  drynketh  in  the  rayne  which  commcth 
oftc  apon  it  /  and  bryngeth  forth  erbes  mete  for  them  that  dressc 
it/  receavetli  blcssynge  of  god :  but  that  grounde/  which  bearcth 
thornes  and  bryars/  is  reproved/  and  is  nye  vnto  cursynge: 
whose  ende  is  to  be  burned.  Neverthelesse  deare  frendes/  we 
trust  to  se  better  of  you  /  and  thvnges  whych  a  company  helth  / 
though  wc  thus  speake.  For  god  is  not  vnrighteous  that  he 
shnlde  forget  youre  worke/  and  laboure  that  procedeth  of  love/ 
which  love  ye  shewed  in  his  name/  winch  have  ministred  vnto 
the  saynctes/  and  yett  minister.  Yee/  and  wedesyre  that  every 
one  off  you  shewe  the  same  diligence/  to  the  encrcace  off  the 
(ay th /  even  vnto  the  ende:  that  ye  faynt  not/  but  counterfayte 
them/  which  thorow  fayth  and  pacience  inlieret  the  promyses. 

For  when  god  made  promes  to  Abraham  /  be  cause  he  had  no 
gretter  thingc  to  sweareby:  hesware  by  hym  silfe/  sayinge: 
Surely  I  wili  blesse  the/  and  multiply  the  in  dede.  And  so  after 
that  he  had  taryed  a  longe  tyme/  he  enioyed  the  promes.  Men 
verely  sweare  by  hym  that  is  greater  then  them  selves/  And  au 
othe  to  conlyrme  the  thyngc/  ys  amonge  tliem  an  ende  of  all 
Rtryfe.  So  god  willynge  very  aboundantly  to  shewe  vnto  the 
heyres  of  promes/  the  stahlenes  of  his  counsayle/  he  added  an 
othe  /  that  by  two  immutable  thynges  (in  which  it  was  vnpossible 
that  god  sliulde  lye)  we  myght  have  par  feet  consolacion/  which 
have  fled/  forto  holde  fast  the  hope  that  is  set  forth  before  oure 
faces/  which  hope  we  have  as  an  ancre  off  the  soule/  both  sure 
and  stedfast.  Which  hope  also  entreth  in/  into  tlio  thynges 
which  are  with  in  the  vayle /  whither  the  fore  runner  is  for  vs 
entred  in/  I  mean  Jesus  that  is  made  an  hye  prest  forever  /  after 
the  order  of  Melchisedcch. 

C$t  btj.  Chapter. 

rpHIS  Melchiscdech  kynge  of  Salem  (which  beinge  prest  of  tlic 
-*•  most  hye  god/  met  Abraham/  as  he  returned  agayne  from 
the  slaughter  of  the  kynges/  and  blessed  him/  to  whom  also 
Abraham  gave  tythes  of  all  thynges)  first  is  by  interpretation 
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kynge  of  rightewesnes  /  after  that  kynge  of  Salem  /  that  is  to 
saye  kynge  of  peace/  with  out  father/  with  out  mother  /  with  out 
kynne/  and  hath  nether  begynnynge  of  his  tyme/  nether  yet 
ende  of  his  lyfe :  but  is  lykened  vnto  the  sonne  off  god  /  and 
remayneth  a  prest  for  ever, 

Consydcr  what  a  man  this  was/  vnto  whom  the  patriarke 
Abraham  gave  tythes  off  thespoyles.  And  vereiy  those  childdren 
off  levy/  which  receave  the  office  of  the  prestes/  have  a  com- 
maundement  to  take  a  cordynge  to  the  lawe/  tythes  of  ilte 
people /  that  is  to  saye/  of  their  brethren/  yee  though  they 
spronge  out  of  the  loynes  of  Abraham.  But  he  whose  kynred  is 
not  counted  amonge  them/  receaved  tythes  of  Abraham/  and 
blessed  him  that  had  the  promy&es.  and  no  man  denyeth  but 
that  which  is  lesse/  receaveth  blcssinge  of  that  which  is  gretter. 
And  here  men  that  deye  receave  tythes.  Butt  there  he  receaveth 
tythes  of  whom  it  is  witnessed/  that  he  liveth.  And  to  saye  the 
trueth  /  Levy  hym  silfe  which  receaveth  tythes  /  payed  tyl.lie.s  in 
Abraham.  For  he  was  yet  in  the  loynes  of  his  father  Abraham' 
when  Melchisedech  met  hym. 

Yf  nowetherfore  perfeccion  cam  by  the  presthod  of  the  lovit.es 
(lor  voder  that  presthod  the  people  receaved  the  lawe)  what 
neded  it  further  more  that  another  prest  shuidc  ryse/  after  the 
order  of  Melchisedech/  and  nott  after  the  order  off  Aaron? 
Nowc  no  dout/  yf  the  presthod  be  translated/  then  of  necessilio 
must  the  lawe  be  translated  also. 

For  he  of  whom  these  thynges  are  spoken  /  pertayneth  vntill 
a  nother  trybe/  off  which/  never  man  served  at  the  aultre. 
For  it  is  evident  that  oure  lorde  spronge  of  the  trybe  of 
Juda/  of  which  trybe  spike  Moses  no  thynge  as  concerning^ 
presthod. 

And  it  is  yet  a  more  evident  thinge  /  yf  after  the  similitude 
of  Melchisedech  there  aryse  a  nother  prest/  which  is  not  made 
after  the  lawe  of  the  carnall  commauudment :  but  after  the 
power  of  the  endlesse  lyfe.  For  he  testifyeth :  Thou  arte  a  prest 
for  ever/  after  the  order  of  Melchisedech,  Then  the  com- 
maundment  that  went  a  fore/  is  disanulled/  be  cause  of  his 
weaknes  and  vnproffitablenes.  For  the  lawe  made  no  tliynge 

Earfect:  butt  was  an  introduccion  of  abetter  hope/  by  which 
ope/  we  drawe  nye  vnto  god. 

And  for  this  cause  itt  is  a  better  hope  /  that  it  was  not  pro- 
myaed  with  out  an  othe.  Those  prestes  were  made  with  out  an 
otn  :  butt  this  prest  with  an  oth  /  by  hym  that  sayde  vnto  hym  : 
The  lorde  sware  /  and  will  not  repent :  Thou  arte  a  prest  for 

384 


©jt  (fpfcrt*  into  tfje  Cfj.  &i'tj. 

k 

ever  after  the  order  of  Melchiscdceh :  and  for  that  cause  was 
Jesus  a  stablyssher  off  a  better  testament. 

And  amonge  them  many  were  made  prestes , t  be  cause  they 
were  not  suffred  to  endure  by  the  reason  of  deeth.  Butt  this 
man  t  be  cause  he  eudureth  ever/  hath  an  everlastynge  prest- 
Imd :  Wherfore  he  is  able  also  ever  to  save  them  that  come  vnto 
God  by  hytn/  seynge  he  ever  liveth/  to  make  intercession  for  vs. 

Soche  an  hvc  prest  it  becommeth  vs  to  have/  which  is  wholy/ 
harmlesse/  vndefiled/  separat  from  synners/  and  made  hyar 
then  hevens.  Which  ncaeth  not  dayly  (as  yonder  hie  prestes) 
to  offer  vppe  sacrifice  /  fy ret  for  his  awoe  synnes  /  and  then  for 
the  peoples  synnes.  For  that  did  he  at  'once  for  all  /  when  he 
offered  vppe  hym  silfc:  For  the  lawe  maketh  men  prestes/ 
which  have  infirmitie :  but  the  wordc  of  the  oth  that  cam  sence 
the  lawe  /  maketh  the  aonne  prest/  which  is  parfect  forever  more. 

d?  Chapter. 

the  thynges  which  we  have  spoken/  this  is  the  pyth : 
^  That  we  have  soche  ah  hye  preste  that  is  sitten  on  the  right 
honde  of  the  seate  of  majestic  in  heven/  and  is  a  minister  of 
wholy  thynges/  and  of  the  very  tabernacle  /  whiche  God  pyght/ 
and  not  man.  For  every  hye  prest  is  ordeyned  to  offer  gyftes 
and  sacryfises/  wherfore  it  is  of  necessitie/  that  this  man  have 
some  what  also  to  offer.  For  he  wernot  a  preste/  yf  ho  were 
on  the  erth  where  are  prestes  that  acordynge  to  the  lawe  offer 
sffft.es/  which  prestes  serve  vnto  the  cnsample  and  shadowe  of 
lievenly  thynges:  even  as  the  answer  off  God  was  geven  vnto 
Moses  when  he  was  about  to  fynnishe  the  tabernacle  :  For  take 
hede  (sayde  lie)  that  thou  make  all  thynges  accordynge  to  the 
patrone  shewed  to  the  in  the  mount. 

No  we  hath  he  obtavned  a  more  excellent  office/  in  as  moche 

•4  _ 

as  he  is  the  mediator  off  a  better  testament/  which  was  made 
for  better  promvses.  For  yff  that  fyrst  testament  had  bene 
soche  a  won  that  no  man  coulde  have  founde  fault  with  it:  then 
shuldc  no  place  have  bene  sought  for  the  seconde.  For  in 
rebukynge  them  he  sayth :  Beholde  the  dayes  will  come  (sayth 
the  lordc)  and  1  will  fynnyshe  apon  the  housse  off  Israhcl/  and 
apon  the  housse  off  Juda/  a  newe  testament/  not  lyke  the  tes¬ 
tament  that  1  made  with  their  fathers  at  that  tyme/  when  t  tokc 
them  by  the  hondes/  to  leddc  them  out  off  the  londc  off  Egiptc/ 
for  they  continued  nott  in  my  testament/  and  I  regarded  them 
not  savth  the  lorde. 

e  c 
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For  this  is  the  testament  that  1  will  make  for  the  houssc  o(Y 
Israhell :  A  After  those  dayes  (sayth  the  lorde)  I  will  put  my 
iawes  in  their  myndes/  and  in  their  hertes/ 1  will  wryte  them/ 
and  I  wilbe  their  God/  and  they  shalbe  my  people.  And  they 
shall  not  teache/  every  man  Ills  neghboure/  ana  every  man  his 
brotlier/  sayinge :  knowe  the  lorde :  For  they  shall  a  knowe 
me/  from  the  lest  to  the  moste  off  them :  For  1  wilbe  merciful) 
over  their  iniquyties  :  and  on  their  synnes  and  on  their  vnrigh- 
tewesnes/  will  i  not  thynke  eny  more.  In  that  he  sayth  a  newe 
testament/  he  hath  abrogat  the  olde.  Nowe  that  which  is  di>- 
anulled  and  wexed  olde  /  is  redy  to  vannysshe  a  waye. 


Cl |«  if.  Chapter. 

rpHAT  fyrst  tabernacle  verely  had  iuslifyinges/  and  servyngvs 
off  god/  and  wordly  holynes.  For  that  fyrst  tabernacle 

was  made/  wherin  was  the  candlesticke /  and  the  tabic  /  and  the 
she  we  breed/  which  is  called  wholy.  With  in  the  scconde  vavle 
was  the  tabernacle/  which  is  called  holiest  off  all/  which  had 
the  golden  senser  /  and  the  arcke  off  the  testament  overlay de 
round  about  with  gotde/  wherin  was  the  golden  pot  with  manna  / 
and  Aarons  rodde  that  sprongc/  and  the  tables  off  the  testament. 
Over  the  arcke  were  the  cherubyus  off  glory  slmdowvngc  the 
seate  off  grace.  Off  which  thynges/  we  woll  nott  nowe  speak e 
perticnlarly. 

When  these  thynges  were  thus  ordeyned  /  the  prestes  went 
all  wayes  into  the  fyrst  tal>ernacle  which  oxcuted  the  service  of 
god:  In  to  the  sccounnde  went  in  the  hyc  prest  alone/ once 
every  yeare:  but  not  with  out  bioud/  which  he  offered  for  hym 
silfe/  and  for  the  ignoraunce  of  the  people :  The  holy  goost.  tiiis 
signify inge/  that  the  waye  off  holy  thynges  was  hot  yet  openned  / 
whill  as  yet  the  fyrst  tabernacle  was  stondynge/  which  was  u 
similitude  off  this  present  tyme/  in  which  gyftes  and  sacrifises 
are  offered/  which  cannot  make  them  that  minister  parfect/  as 
pertaynynge  to  the  conscience/  with  meates  only  and  drinkes/ 
and  divers  wesshynges/  and  iustifyinges  off  the  flesshc/  which 
were  ordeyned  vntyll  the  tyme  off  reformacion. 

But  Christ  beyngc  the  hye  prest  off  good  tliinges  to  come  > 
cam  by  agretter/  and  a  more  parfayct  tabernacle/  not  made 
with  hondes:  that  is  to  saye/  not  of  this  maner  biklynge/  nether 
by  the  bioud  of  gotes/  and  caulves :  but  by  his  owne  bioud/  he 
entred  once  for  all  into  the  wholy  place/  and  founde  eternal  1 
redempeion.  For  yf  the  bioud  of  oxen/  and  off  Gotes/  and  the 
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nsshes  off  an  heyfer/  when  it  was  sprynckled/  puryfied  the  vn- 
cfene/  as  touchynge  the  purifiynge  of  the  flesshe  :  Howe  moche 
more  shall  the  bloud  of  Christ  (which  thorowethe  e  tern  all  sprete/ 
offered  hym  silfe  with  out  spot  to  God)  pourdge  oure  consciences 
from  deed  workes/  for  to  serve  the  livynge  gal  ? 

And  for  this  cause  is  he  the  mediator  off  the  newe  testament  / 
that  as  sonc  (as  his  deeth  was  fulfilled  for  the  redempcion  of 
those  transgressions  that  were  in  the  fyrst  testament)  they  which 
were  called/  myght  receave  the  promes  off  eternal!  inheritaunce. 
I’or  whersoever  is  a  testament  /  there  must  also  be  the  deeth  of. 
hym  that  rnaketh  the  testament.  For  the  testament  taketh 
mictoritie  when  men  are  deed :  For  it  is  of  no  value  as  longe  as 
he  that  made  it  is  a  live.  For  which  cause  also  /  nether  that 
fyrst  testament  was  ordeyned  with  out  bloud.  For  when  all 
the  commaundementes  were  redde  of  Moses  vnto  all  the  people/ 
he  tokc  the  bloud  of  calves/  and  of  Gotcs/  whith  water  and 
purple  woll  and  ysope/  and  sprynkled  both  the  bokc  and  all  the 
people/  sayinge  this  is  the  blond  off  the  testament/  which  God 
hath  apoynted  vnto  you.  Moreover/  he  sprenkled  the  taber¬ 
nacle  with  bloud  also/  and  all  the  ministrynge  vessels.  And 
almost  all  thynges/  accordynge  to  the  lawe/  ar  clensed  with 
bloud  /  and  with  out  effusion  of  bloud  /.  is  no  remission. 

Hit  is  then  nede  that  the  similitudes  of  hevenly  thynges/  be 
purified  with  soche  thynges:  but  the  hevenly  thynges  them 
selves  are  purified  with  better  sacrifices  then  are  these.  For 
Christ  is  not  entred  into  the  holy  places/  that  are  made  wit 
fiondes/  which  are  but  similitudes  off  true  thynges :  but  is  entred 
into  very  heven  /  for  to  apere  nowe  in  the  syght  of  God  for  vs. 
Not  to  offer  hym  silfe  often/  as  the  hye  prest  entreth  in  to  the 
holy  place  every  yeare  with  struunge  bloud :  for  then  must  he 
have  often  suffered  sence  the  worlde  began :  Butt  nowe  in  the 
ende  off  the  worlde/  hath  he  apered  once  for  all/  to  put  synne 
to  ilyght/  by  the  offerynge  vppe  off  hym  silfe.  And  as  it  is 
apoynted  vnto  men  that  they  shall  once  deye/  and  then  commeth 
the  iudgement  /  even  so  Christ  was  once  offered  to  take  a  waye 
the  synnes  of  many/  and  vnto  them  that  loke  for  hym  /  shall  he 
apcarc  agaync/  with  out  synne  vnto  their  health. 


©jje  jr.  Chapter. 

'P'OR  the  lawe  which  hath  but  the  shadewe  of  goode  thynges 
to  come  /  and  not  the  thynges  in  their  owne  fass  ion  /  can 
never  with  the  sacryfises  whiche  they  offer  yeare  by  yeare  con- 
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tinually  make  the  commers  there  vnto  parfaytc.  For  wolde  not 
then  those  sacrifises  have  ceased  to  have  bene  offered  ?  be  cause 
that  the  offerers  once  pourged/  shulde  have  hadde  no  moare 
consciences  of  sinnes.  Neverthelesse  in  thos  sacrifises  is  there 
mencion  made  of  synnes  every  yeare.  For  it  is  vnpossible  that 
the  bloud  of  oxen/  and  off  gotes  shulde  take  awaye  synnes. 

Wherfore  when  he  eommeth  into  the  worlde/  he  sayth  :  Sacri¬ 
fice  and  offeringe  thou  woldest  not  have :  but  a  bodte  hast  thou 
ordcyned  me  /  holocaustes  and  sacrifice  for  synne  thou  hast  not 
alowed.  Then  I  sayde:  Lo  I  come/  In  the  begynnynge  off  the 
boke  is  it  written  of  me/  that  I  shulde  fulfill  thy  will /  o  god . 
Above  when  he  sayth  sacrifice  /  and  offeryngc  i  and  holocaustes  / 
and  sacrifyce  for  synne/  thou  woldest  not  have/  nether  hast 
alowed  (which  are  offered  by  the  lawe)  then  he  sayde :  Lo  I  am 
redy  to  do  thy  will  o  god  he  taketh  awaye  the  fyrst  to  stablisshe 
the  latter  By  the  which  will  we  are  sanctified  /  by  the  offeryngc 
of  the  body  of  Jesu  Christe  once  for  all. 

And  every  prest  is  redy  dayly  ministryngc/  and  ofte  tymes 
offereth  one  maner  of  offerynge/  which  can  never  take  awaye 
synnes :  but  this  man  after  he  had  offered  one  sacrifyce  for 
synnes  /  sat  hym  doune  for  ever ‘on  the  right  honde  of  god  /  ami 
from  hence  forth  tarieth  til!  his  foes  be  made  his  fote  stole.  For 
with  one  offerynge  hath  he  made  parfect  for  ever  them  that  are 
sanctified.  And  the  holy  goost  also  beareth  vs  record e  off  this/ 
even  when  lie  tolde  before :  This  is  the  testament  that  1  will 
make  vnto  them  after  those  dayes  sayth  the  lordc.  And  I  will 
put  my  lawes  in  their  hertes/  and  in  their  myndes  I  will  write 
them  /and  their  synnes  and  iniquy  ties  will  1  remember  no  moare. 

And  where  remission  of  these  thynges  is/  there  is  no  moare  offer¬ 
ynge  for  synne. 

Seynge  brethren  that  by  the  meanes  off  the  bloud  of  Jesu  > 
we  mayc  be  bolde  to  enter  into  that  holy  place  /  by  the  newe  and 
livynge  waye/  which  he  hath  prepared  for  vs/ through  thevayle/ 
that  is  to  saye  by  his  flesshe.  And  seynge  also  that  we  have  an 
hye  prest  which  ruler  over  the  housse  of  god  /  let  vs  drawe  nye 
with  a  true  herte  in  a  full  fayth  sprynckled  in  ourc  hertes/  from 
an  evyil  conscience  /  and  wesshed  in  oure  bodies  with  pure,  water/ 
and  let  vs  kepe  the  profession  of  oure  hope/  with  oute  waveringo 
(for  he  is  faythfull  that  promysed)  and  let  vs  consydcr  one  an¬ 
other  to  provoke  vnto  love  /  and  to  good  workes  :  and  lett  vs  not 
forsake  the  felishippe  thatt  we  have  a  raongc  oure  selves  /  as  the 
maner  of  some  is :  but  let  vs  exhorte  one  another/  and  that  so 
moche  the  moare/  be  cause  ye  se  that  the  daye  draweth  nye. 
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For  yff  we  synne  willyngly  after  that  we  have  receaved  the 
knowledge  off  the  trueth  /  there  remay  neth  no  more  sacrifice  for 
sy unes :  but  a  fearfull  lokynge  for  iudgement/  and  violent  fyre/ 
which  shall  devoure  the  adversaries.  He  that  despiseth  Moses 
lawe  /  dyeth  without  mercy  vnder  two  or  thre  witnesses.  Off 
howc  moche  sorer  punnyshment  suppose  ye  shall  he  be  counted 
worthy  /  which  treadeth  vnder  fote  the  sonne  of  god  :  and  count¬ 
ed!  the  blnud  off  the  testament  as  an  vnholy  thynge/  wherwith 
he  was  sanctified  /  and  doth  dishonoure  to  the  sprete  off  grace. 
For  we  knowe  hym  that  hath  sayde  /  vengeaunce  belongeth  vnto 
me  1 1  will  recompence  sayth  the  lorde  And  agayne :  the  lorde 
shall  iudge  his  people.  Hit  is  a  fearfull  tbynge  to  faule  into  the 
hondos  off  the  livynge  God. 

Call  to  remembraunce  the  dayes  that  are  passed  in  the  which  / 
after  ye  receaved  light/  ye  abode  a  grette  fyght  in  adversities/ 
partly  wliill  all  men  wondred  and  gased  at  you  for  the  shame 
and  tribulacion  tliatt  was  done  vnto  you  /  and  partly  whill  ye 
becarn  companyons  of  them  which  so  passed  their  tyme.  For 
ve  suffered  also  with  my  bondes/  and  toke  a  worth  thespoylynge 
off  youre  goodes/  and  that  with  gladnes/  remembrynge  in  youre 
selves  howe  that  ye  had  in  heven  a  better/  and  an  enduerynge 
substaunce.  Cast  not  awaye  therfore  youre  confidence/  which 
hath  grelt  rewarde  to  recompence.  For  ye  have  nede  of 
pucieucc/  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of  god/  ye  myght  re- 
cenve  the  promos.  For  yet  a  very  ly  tel  I  whyle/  and  ne  thatt 
shall  come  will  come  /  and  will  not  tary  :  But  the  iust  shall  live 
by  faith.  And  yf  he  withdraws  hym  silfe/  my  soulc  shall  have 
no  pleasure  in  hym.  We  are  not  whiche  with  drawe  oure  selves 
vnto  dampnacion/  butt  partayue  to  fayth/  forto  wynne  oure 
so  tiles. 


Cf )t  rj. 

I^AITH  is  a  sure  confidence  off  thynges  which  are  hoped  for  / 
and  a  certayntie  off  thynges  which  are  not  sene.  By  it  the 
ciders  were  well  reported  off.  Thorowe  fayth  we  vnderstonde 
that  theworkle  was  ordeyned/  by  the  worde  off  god  :  That  by  the 
incites  of  thynges  whyeh  apeare/  thynges  whych  are  invisyble 
inyghtc  be  knowen,  By  fayth  Abell  offered  vnto  god  a  more 
plenteous  sacrifice  then  Cayn:  by  which/  he  obteyned  witnes 
that  In:  was  righteous/  God  testifyinge  of  hU  gyftes :  by  which 
also  he  beynge  deed  /  yet  speaketh. 

By  fayth  was  Enoch  translated  that  he  shulde  not  se  deeth  : 
nether  was  he  founde :  for  god  had  taken  hym  awaye.  Before 
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he  was  taken  awaye/  he  obtaynfed  reccorde/  that  he  had  pleased 
god :  but  with  out  faith  it  is  vqpossibte  to  please  him.  For  lit 
that  commeth  to  god/  must  beleve  that  god  is/  and  that  be  is 
a  rewardcr  of  them  that  seke  him. 

By  fayth  Noe  honored  god/  after  that  lie  was  warned  of 
thinges  which  were  not  sene/ and  prepared  the  arcke  to  the 
savinge  of  hia  houssholde/  throwc  the  which  arcke/  he  con- 
dempned  theworide/  and  be  cam  faeyre  of  the  rightewesnes 
which  commeth  by  fayth. 

By  fayth  Abraham  /  when  he  was  called  obeyed  to  goo  out  into 
a  place/  which  be  sholde  after warde  receave  to  enheritauuce  i 
and  he  went  out/  not  knowynge  whether  he  shulde  goo. 

By  fayth  he  removed  into  the  londe  that  was  promysed  him  /  as 
into  a  straunge  countrc/  and  dwelt  in  tabernacles  :  and  so  did 
Ysaac/  and  Jacob/  h  eyres  with  him  of  the  same  promes.  For  lie 
loked  for  a  citie  ha'vynge  a  foundacion/  whose  byider  and  maker 
is  god, 

Thorow  fayth  Sara  also  receaved  strengths  to  be  with  chikle  / 
and  was  delivered  of  a  childe  when  she  was  past  age  /  be  c  ause 
she  indgeg  him  faythfuli  which  had  promysed. 

And  therfore  spronge  there  of  one  (and  of  one  which  was  as 
good  as  deed)  so  many  in  multitude  /  as  the  starres  of  the  skyc/ 
and  as  the  sonde  of  the  see  shore  which  is  in  numerable. 

And  they  all  deyed  in  fayth/  and  receaved  not  the  pTomyses : 
but  sawe  them  a  farre  of/  and  beloved  them/  and  saluted  them  ; 
and  confessed  that  they  were  straungers  and  pilgrems  on  the 
erthe.  They  that  saye  soebe  thyngea/  declare  tint  they  seke  a 
countre.  Also  yf  they  liad  bene  myndfull  of  titat  couutre  /  from 
whence  they  cam/  they  had  leasure  to  have  returned  agaync. 
Butt  nowe  they  desyre  a  better/  that  is  to  save  a  celcstiall. 
Wherfbre  god  is  not  a  shamed  of  them  /  even  to  be  called  their 
god :  for  be  hath  prepared  for  them  a  citie. 

In  fayth  Abraham  offered  vppe  Ysaac/  when  be  was  tempted  r 
and  he  offered  hym  beynge  hys  only  sonne/  in  whom  he  had 
receaved  the  promyscs :  Of  whom  it  was  sayde/  In  Ysaac  shall 
thy  seed  be  called  :  for  he  considered  /  that  God  was  aide  to 
rayse  vppe  agayne  from  deeth.  Wherfbre  receaved  he  him  /  as 
an  ensample  of  the  resurrecckm.  In  fayth  Ysaac  blessed  Jacob 
and  Esau  /  as  concemynge  thyngea  to  come. 

By  fayth  Jhcob  when  he  was  a  deyinge/  blessed  both  the 
sonnes  of  Joseph  /  and  worshipped  on  the  toppo  of  his  ceptre. 

By  fayth  Joseph  when  he  deyed/  remembred  the  de party ngc- 
of  the  children  of  Israhcl  /  and  gave  commaun  dement  of  Ins  bones. 

By  fayth  Moses  when  he  was  borne/  was  hid  thre  monethes 
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of  his  father  and  mother/  be  cause  they  sawe  he  was  a  proper 
i  hiide  :  nether  feared  they  the  kyngcs  commaundement. 

By  fayth  Moses  when  he  was  of  a  gret  age/  refused  to  be 
called  the  sonne  of  Pharaos  dough  ter/  and  chose  rather  to  suffrc 
adversttie  with  the  people  of  god/  then  to  cnioye  the  pleasurs  off 
symic  for  a  ceason  /  and  estemed  the  rebuke  off  Christ  gretter 
then  i  yches/  then  the  treasure  of  Egipt.  For  he  had  a  respccte 
vnto  the  rewarde. 

By  fayth  he  forsoke  Egipt/  and  feared  not  the  fearcenes  of  the 
kynge.  For  lie  endured/  even  as  he  had  sene  hym  which  is  in¬ 
visible. 

Thorowe  fayth  he  ordeyned  the  ester  lambe/  and  the  effusion  of 
bind/  lest  he  that  destroyed  the  fyrst  borne  shulde  touche  them. 

By  fayth  they  passed  thorowe  the  reed  see  as  by  drey  londe/ 
which  when  the  egipcians  had  esayed  to  do/  they  were  drouned. 

By  fayth  the  walles  of  Jerico  fell  doune  after  they  were  com- 
pased  a  boute/  seven  dayes. 

By  fayth  the  harlot  Raab  perisshed  not  with  them  that  beleved 
nott/  after  she  had  receaved  the  spyes  to  lodgynge  peasably. 

And  what  shall  I  more  saye/  the  tyme  wold  be  to  short  for  me 
to  tell  of  Gedeon/  off  Barach/  and  of  Samson  /  and  of  Jepthae. 
Also  of  David  and  Samuel  /and  of  the  prophetes/  which  Uiorowc 
fayth  subdued  kyngdoms/  wrought  righteousnes/  obteyned  the 
promyses/  stopped  the  mouthes  of  Lyons/  quenched  the  violence 
of  f'yre/  escaped  the  edge  off  the  swearde/  off  weake  were  made 
stronge/  wexed  valiant  in  fyght/  turned  to  flyght  the  armeea  of 
the  alien tes.  The  women  receaved  their  deed  to  lyte  agayne. 

Wothcr  were  racked/  and  woldc  not  be  delivered/  thatt  they 
inyght  receave  a  better  rcsurreccion.  Wother  tasted  off  mock - 
ynges/  and  srourgynges/  moreover  off  bondcs  and  presonment : 
were  stoned/  were  hcawen  a  sunder/  were  tempted/  were  slaync 
with  sweardes/  walked  vppe  and  doune  in  shepes  skynnes/  in 
gotes  skynnes/  in  nedc/  tribulacion/  and  vexacion/  which  the 
wbrlde  was  not  worthy  of:  They  wandred  in  wild  ernes/  in 
mountaynes  /  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  erth. 

And  these  all  thorowe  fayth  obtayned  good  reportc  /  and  re¬ 
ceaved  not  the  promos/  god  providynge  a  better  thynge  for  vs/ 
that  they  with  out  vs  shulde  not  be  made  parfect. 


Cf)e  ytj.  Chapter. 

TIf HERFORE  lett  vs  also  (seynge  that  we  are  compased  with 
v  "  so  gret  a  multitude  of  witnesses)  layc  a  waye  all  that  pre- 
seth  vs  douuc/  and  the  sinne  that  hangeth  on  vs/  and  let  vs 
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runne  with  pacience  /  vnto  the  batt&yle  that  is  set  before  vs  / 
lokynge  vnto  Jesus  a  the  auctor  and  fynuyssher  of  oure  fayth  / 
which  foT  the  ioye  that  was  set  before  hym  /  abode  the  crosse  / 
and  tlespysed  the  shame  /  and  is  sett  doune  on  tire  right  humic  off* 
the  trooe  off  God.  Consider  therfbre  howe  that  he  endured 


suche  speakinge  agaynst  hym  of  sinners/’  lest  ye  shulde  be 
weried  and  faynte  in  youre  tnyndes.  For  ye  have  not  resisted 
vnto  blond  sheddynge/  stryvynge  agaynst  sinne.  And  ye  have 
forgotten  the  conaoladon  which  speaketh  vnto  you/  as  vnto  chil¬ 
dren:  My  sonne  despyse  nott  die  chastenynge  of  the  lorde/ 
nether  faynte  when  thou  arte  rebuked  of  hym :  For  whom  the 


lorde  loveth/  hym  he  chastened} :  yee/  and  he  scourgeth  every 
sonne  that  he  rcceareth. 


Yf  ye  shall  endure  chastnynge/  god  offereth  liira  silfe  vnto 
yon/  as  vnto  sonnes.  What  sonne  is  Lhat  whom  the  father 
chasten eth  not  ?  Yf  ye  be  not  vnder  corrcccton  (where  of  all  arc 
part  takers)  then  are  ye  bestardes  and  not  sonnes.  Moreover 
seyngc  we  had  fathers  of  oure  flesshe  which  corrected  vs/  and 
wc  gave  them  reverence :  shall  nott  we  moche  rather  be  in  sub* 
icccion  vnto  the  fadier  of  sprctuall  gyftes  and  shall  live  ?  And 
they  vereiy  for  a  feave  dayes  /  nurtred  vs  after  dieir  awne  plea¬ 
sure  :  but  he  leameth  vs  vnto  that  which  is  proffitable  /  that  we 
myght  receave  off  his  holines.  No  manner  leamynge  for  the 
present  tyrue  semeth.  to  be  ioyeous/  but  gTeveous;  neverthc- 
lesse  afterwarde  it  bryngeth  the  quyet  frute  off  xightewesnes  vnto 
them  which  there  in  are  exercysed. 

Stretch  forth e  therfore  agayne  the  hondes  which  were  let 
doone/  and  the  weake  knees/  and  se  that  ye  have  strayght 
steppes  vnto  youre  fete  /lest  eny  haltinge  turneout  of  the  wave: 
yee/  let  hit  rather  be  healed.  Embrace  peace  with  all  men  /  and 
w  holy  nos :  with  out  the  which/  no  man  shall  Be  the  lorde.  And 
se  that  no  man  be  destitute  of  the  grace  of  god  /  lest  eny  rote  of 
bitternes  springe  vppe  and  trouble :  and  therby  many  be  de¬ 
filed.  That  there  be  no  fornicator  /  or  vnclene  person  /  as  Esau ' 
which  for  one  breakfast  soide  his  right  that  belonged  vnto  him  / 
in  that  he  was  the  eldest  brother.  Y  e  knowe  howe  that  aftcr- 


warde  when  that  he  wolde  have  inherited  the  blessynge/  he  was 
put  by.  His  repentaunce  founde  no  grace/  no  though  he  de- 
syred  that  blessynge  with  teares. 

For  yc  are  not  come  vnto  the  mounte  that  is  touched  /  and 
vnto  burninge  fyr e/  nor  yet  to  myst  and  darcknes  and  tempest 
of  wedder/  nether  vuto  the  soundc  of  a  trompe  and  the  voycc  of 
wordes:  which  voyce  they  that  horde  it/  wiashed  awaye/  that 
the  copunumcacion  shulde  not  be  spoken  to  them.  For  they 
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were  not  able  to  abyde  that  which  was  spoken.  Yf  a  beast  had 
touched  the  mountayne/  hit  muste  have  bene  stoned/  or  thrust 
thorowe  with  a  darte :  even  so  terreble  was  the  sight  which 
apered.  Moses  sayde  I  feare  and  quake.  But  ye  are  come  vnto 
the  niountc  Sion  /  and  to  the  citie  off  the  livynge  god  /  the  celes- 
tiall  Jerusalem  :  and  to  an  innumerable  sight  of  angels/  and  vnto 
the  congregacion  of  the  fyrst  borne  sonnes/  which  are  written  in 
heven/  and  to  god  the  iudge  of  all/  and  to  the  spretes  of  Just 
and  perfect  men/  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  newe  testa¬ 
ment/  and  to  tlic  spryncklynge  of  bloud  that  speaketh  better 
then  the  blond  of  Abell. 

Se  that  ye  despyse  not  him  that  Bpeaketh.  For  yf  they 
escaped  not  which  refused  him  that  spake  on  erth :  Moche  more 
shall  we  not  escape/  yf  we  turne  awaye  from  him  that  speaketh 
from  heven ;  whose  voyce  then  shuke  the  erth/  and  nowe 
declareth  sayinge  :  yet  once  more  will  I  shake/  not  the  erth  only  / 
but  also  heven.  No  dout  that  same  that  he  sayth/  yet  once 
more/  signifieth  the  removynge  a  waye  of  those  thynges  which 
are  shaken  /  as  off  thynges  which  have  ended  their  course :  thatt 
the  lliinges  which  are  not  shaken  maye  remavne.  Wherfore  if 
we  receave  the  kyngdom  which  is  not  moved/  we  have  grace/ 
wherby  we  maye  serve  god  and  please  hym  with  reverence  and 
godly  feare.  For  onre  god  is  consumynge  fyre. 

Cl)c  ptj.  Chapter. 

T  ET  brotherly  love  continue,  be  not  forge tfull  to  be  kynde  to 
stranngers.  For  thereby  have  dyvers  receaved  angels  into 
their  houses  vmvares.  Remember  them  that  are  in  bondes/  even 
as  though  ye  were  bounde  with  them.  Be  myndfull  of  them 
which  are  in  adversitie/  as  ye  which  are  yet  in  youre  bodies. 
Let  wedlockc  be  had  in  pryce  in  all  poyntes/  and  let  the  chamber 
be  vnde filed  :  for  whore  kepers/  and  advoutrars  god  will  iudge. 
Let  youre  conversation  be  with  out  cove teousnes/  and  be  content 
with  that  ye  have  allredy.  For  he  verely  said :  I  will  not  fayle 
the/  nether  for  sake  the :  that  we  maye  boldly  sayc :  The  lorde 
is  my  helper  /  and  l  will  nott  feare  what  man  doeth  vnto  me. 
Remember  them  which  have  the  oversight  of  you/  which  have 
declared  vnto  you  the  worde  of  god :  consider  the  conversacion 
off  their  livynge  /  and  countcrfct  their  fayth. 

Jesus  Christ  yesterdaye  and  todayc/  and  the  same  continueth 
for  ever.  Be  not  caryed  hidder  and  thydder  with  divers  and 
sliaunge  Icarnynge.  For  it  is  a  good  thinge  that  the  herte  be 
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stablisshcd  with  grace/  and  not  with  meates /  which  have  not 
proffeted  them  that  have  had  their  pastyme  in  them.  We  have 
an  aultre  wherof  they  maye  nott  eate  which  serve  in  the  taber¬ 
nacle.  For  the  bodies  of  those  beastes  (whose  bloud  is  brought 
into  the  holy  place  by  the  hie  prest  to  pourge  sinne)  are  bournt. 
with  out  the  tentes.  Therfore  Jesus/  to  sanctifye  the  peplc  with 
his  awne  bloud/  suffered  with  out  the  gate.  Let  vs  goo  forth 
therfore  out  of  the  tentes/  and  suffer  rebuke  with  him.  For  here 
have  we  no  continuynge  citie :  but  we  seke  a  cite  to  come. 

For  by  him  offer  we  the  sacrifice  of  laude  all  waves  to  god  : 
that  is  to  saye  the  frute  of  those  lyppes/  which  confesse  his  name. 
To  do  goode/  and  to  distribute  forget  not/  for  with  suche  sacri- 
fises  god  is  pleased.  O  beyc  them  that  have  the  oversight  of 
you  /  and  submit  youre  selves  to  them/  for  they  watche  for  voure 
soules/  even  as  though  they  shulde  geve  a  comptcs  for  them  : 
that  they  maye  do  it  with  ioye/  and  not  with  grain.  For  that  is 
an  vnproffitable  thynge  for  you.  Praye  for  vs.  Wo  have  con¬ 
fidence  be  cause  we  have  a  good  conscience  in  all  thynges/  and 
desyre  to  live  honestly.  I  desire  you  therfore  somwhat  the 
moare  haboundantly  /  that  ye  so  do  /  that  I  maye  lie  restored  to 
you  quyely. '  The  god  of  peace  that  brought  agayne  from  deetli 
oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ  /  the  gret  shepherde  of  the  shepe  /  thorowe 
the  bloud  of  the  everlastynge  testament  /  make  you  parfet  in  all 
work es/  to  do  his  will/  and  brvnere  to  nasse/  that  whatsoever 


work es/ to  do  his  will/ and  brynge  to  passe/  that  whatsoever 
ye  do/  maye  be  accepted  in  his  sight/  by  the  meanes  of  Jesus 
Christ.  To  whom  be  praysc  for  ever  whill  the  worlde  endurcth 
Amen. 

w 

I  beseche  you  brethren  /  suffre  the  wordes  of  exhortaclon :  For 
we  have  written  vnto  you  in  feawe  wordes.  Knowe  the  brother 
Timothe/  whom  we  have  sent  from  vs/  with  whom  (yf  he  come 
shortly)  I. will  se  you.  Salute  them  that  have  the  oversight  of 
you/ and  all  the  saynctes.  They  off  Italy/ salute  you.  Grace 

be  with  you  all  Amen. 


Sent  from  Italy  by  Timotheus. 
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arc  trowbeled  on  every  syde  /  yet  are  we  nott  with  out  shy  ft. 
We  are  in  povertie ;  but  not  vtterly  without  somwhat.  We  are 
persecuted  ;  but  are  not  forsaken.  We  are  cast  dounc :  never- 
ihelesse  we  perisshe  not  And  we  allwayes  beare  in  oure  bodyes 
ihc  deyinge  of  the  lorde  Jesus/  that  the  lyfe  of  Jesu  myght 
apere  in  oure  bodyes. 

For  we  which  live  are  always  delyvered  vnto  deeth  for  Jesus 
sake/  that  the  lyfe  also  of  Jesu  myght  apere  in  oure  mortall 
ficsshc.  So  then  deeth  worketh  in  vs  /  and  lyfe  in  you.  Seynge 
then  that  wc  have  the  same  sprete  of  fayth  t  acordynge  as  it  is 
written  (I  beleved  and  therfore  have  I  spoken)  we  also  belevc/ 
and  therfove  speake.  For  we  knowe  that  he  which  raysed  vppe 
the  lorde  Jesus/  shall  rayse  vppe  vs  also  by  the  meanes  of  Jesus/ 
and  shall  seet.vs  with  you/  for  all  thyngea  do  1  tor  you  re  sakes/ 
that  the  plenteous  grace  by  thankes  geven  of  many/  maye 
redound  to  the  prayse  of  God. 

Wherfore  we  are  not  weried/  but  though  oure  vttward  man 
perisshe/  yet  the  inwarde  man  is  renewed  daye  by  daye.  For 
oure  excedynge  tribulacion/  which  is  momentarry  and  light/ 
prepareth  an  excedynge  /  and  an  eternall  wayght  off  glory  vnto 
vs/  whill  we  lokc  not  on  the  thynges  winch  are  sene  /  but  on  the 
thynges  which  are  not  sene  For  thynges  which  are  sene  are  tem- 
pcrall ;  and  thynges  whiche  are  not  sene  are  eternall. 

$L\)t  6.  Chapter. 

TVTE  knowe  suerly  yff  oure  erthy  mancion  wherin  we  now  dwell 
"  *  were  destroyed/  that  we  have  a  bildinge  ordeyned  of  god  / 
an  habitacion  not  made  with  hondes/  but  eternall  in  heveu.  and 
he  re  fore  sigh  we/  desyringe  to  be  clothed  with  oure  mansion 
which  is  from  hevco  :  yff  yt  hapen  that  we  be  founde  clothed/ 
and  nott  naked.  For  as  longe  as  we  are  in  this  tabernacle/  we 
sigh  and  are  greved  :  tor  we  wold  not  be  vuclothed  :  butt  wolde 
be  clothed  apou/  thatt  mortalite  myght  be  swalowed  vppe  of  lyfe. 
1  Ic  that  hath  ordeyned  vs  for  this  fhynge  ys  god  :  which  very 
same  hath  geven  vnto  vs  the  ernest  of  the  sprete. 

We  are  alwaye  of  good  chere/  and  knowe  wele  thatt  as  longe 
as  we  are  att  home  in  the  body  we  are  absent  from  God.  For 
we  walbe  in  fayth  and  se  nott.  Neverthelesse  we  are  off  goode 
comforte/  and  had  lever  to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  to  be 
present  with  God.  Wherfore  we  endevre  oure  selves/  whether 
we  be  at  home  or  from  home/  to  please  God.  For  wc  must  all 
be  brought  before  the  iudgement  seate  off  Christ  that  every  man 
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maye  receave  the  workes  off  his  body  accordynge  to  that  he  hath 
done  /  whether  it  be  good  or  hadde.  Seynge  then  that  we  knowe 
ho  we  die  iorde  is  to  be  feared/  we  fare  fayre  with  men.  For  we 
are  knowen  wele  ynougli  vnto  God.  I  trust  also  thatt  we  are 
knowen  in  youre  consciences. 

We  prayse  not  oure  selves  agayne  vnto  you  /  but  geve  yoti  an 
occasion  to  reioyce  off  vs/  thatt  ye  maye  have  somwhat  agaynst 
them  /  whych  reioyce  in  the  face/  and  not  in  the  hert.  Foryf 
we  be  too  fervent  /  to  God  are  we  to  fervent :  yff  we  kepe  mea¬ 
sure/  for  oure  cause  kepe  we  measure.  For  the  love  of  Christ 
constrayneth  vs/  be  cause  we  thus  iudge/  yf  one  be  deed  for  all/ 
thatt  then  are  all  deed/  and  that  he  died  for  all/  be  cause  that 
they  which  live/  shulde  not  lienee  forth  live  vnto  them  selves : 
butt  vnto  hym  which  died  for  them  and  rose  agayne. 

Wherfore  henceforth  knowe  we  no  man  after  the  flesshe.  In 
somoebe  that  though  we  have  knowen  Christ  after  the  flesshe  t 
nowe  hence  forthe  knowe  we  hym  so  no  more.  Therforc  yff  cay 
man  be  in  Christ  r  he  is  a  newe  creature,  Olde  thynges  arc 

Eassed  away e/  bebolde  all  thinges  are  be  come  newe/  Neverthe- 
»se  all  thynges  arc  of  god/  whych  hath  reconciled  vs  vnto  hym 
sylfe  by  Jesus  Christ  /  and  hath  geven  vnto  vs  the  office  to  preache 
the  atonement.  For  god  was  in  Christ  /  and  made  agrement 
bitweue  die  woride  and  hym  sylfe/  and  imputed  not  their  synnes 
vnto  them :  and  hath  committed  to  vs  the  prcachynge  of  the 
atomnent. 

Nowe  then  are  we  messengers  in  theroumc  of  Christ:  even  as 
though  God  did  beseche  you  thorowe  vs :  So  prayc  we  you  in 
Christea  stede  /  that  ye  be  atone  with  God :  for  he  hath  made 
him  to  be  synne  for  vs/  which  knewe  no  synne/  thatt  we  bv 
his  meanes  shoulde  be  dmt  rightewesnes  which  before  God  is 
alowed. 


Cljt  hi.  Ctjaptft. 

TTTE  as  helpers  therfore  exhorte  you  /  that  ye  receave  not  the 
grace  of  god  in  vayne.  For  he  saith :  I  have  herde  the 
in  a  tyme  accepted :  and  in  the  daye  off  health  /  have  1  suck- 
ered  the.  Beholde  nowe  is  that  wele  accepted  tyme :  behold  e 
nowe  is  that  daye  off  helthe.  Let  vs  geve  no  man  occasion  of 
evyll/  that  in  oure  office  be  fbunde  no  faule :  but  in  all  thynges 
lett  vs  be  have  oure  selves  as  the  ministers  of  God. 

In  tnoche  patience  /  in  afflictions/  in  necessite/  in  anguysshe/ 
ill  strypes/  in  pnesonment /  in  stryfe/  in  labour/  in  watclie r  in 
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fastyng/  in  pureness  in  knowledges  in  longe  sufFerynge /  in 
ky  mines/  in  the  holy  goost/  in  love  vnfeyned  /  in  the  worries  of 
trueth/  in  the  power  off  God  /  by  the  armure  offrightewesnes  on 
the  right  honde  and  on  the  lyfte  honde/  in  honoure  and  dia- 
honoure/  iu  evyll  repoite  and  god  reporte/  as  desceavere  and 
yet  true  /  as  vnknowen  /  and  yet  knowen  :  ae  deyinge  and  behold e 
we  yett  live :  as  chastened  and  not  killed :  as  sorowynge  and 
yet  alwaye  mery :  as  povre  and  yett  make  many  ryche :  as 
havyngeno  tliynge  and  yett  possessynge  all  thynges. 

O  ye  Corrinthyans/  oure  mougih  is  open  vnto  you.  oure 
herte  is  made  large :  yc  are  nott  brought  in  to  combraunce  by 
vs/  though  that  ye  vexe  youre  selves  off  a  true  tneanynge.  I 
s peake  vnto  you  as  vnto  chyldren/  whych  have  lyke  rewarde 
wyth  vs:  stretch e  yonre  selves  therfore  out.  beare  nott  the 
yooke  wyth  the  vnbclevers.  For  what  fellishippe  hath  righte- 
wesnes  with  vnrightewesncs  ?  What  company  have  light  with 
darckncs  ?  What  concorde  hath  Christ  with  beHali  ?  Other 
what  parte  hath  he  that  beleveth  with  an  infidele  ?  howe  agreeth 
the  temple  of  god  with  yin  ages?  And  ye  are  the  temple  of  the 
lyvynge  god/  as  sayde  god:  I  will  dwell  amonge  them/  and 
walkc  amonge  them  /  and  wilbe  their  god :  and  they  ghalbe  my 
people.  Wlierfore  come  nut  from  amonge  them  /  and  separate 
youre  selves  from  them  (sayth  the  lorde)  and  touche  none. 

vnclean  thynge  :  so  wyll  1  receave  you/  and  wilbe  a  father  vnto 
you  /  and  ye  shaibe  vnto  me  sonncs  and  doughtere  /  sayth  the 
lorde  almyghtv. 


Cf)t  bit.  CljapUr. 

OEYINGE  that  we  have  soche  promeses  derely  beloved  /  lett 
^  vs  dense  oure  selves  from  all  fylthynes  off  the  flessbe  and 
sprete/  and  growe  vppe  to  full  holynes  in  the  feare  of  God. 
Vndcrstonde  vs :  we  nave  hurte  no  man :  we  have  corrupte  no 
man  :  we  have  defrauded  no  man.  I  speake  not  this  to  con- 
dempne  you  :  for  I  have  shewed  you  before  that  ye  are  in  oure 
hertes  to  deye  and  live  with  you.  I  am  very  bolde  over  you  / 
and  reioyce  greatly  in  yon.  I  am  filled  with  comforte/  my  ioye 
is  excedynge  in  all  oure  tribalacions.  For  when  we  were  come 
into  Macedonia/  oure  flesshe  bad  no  rest  /  but  we  were  troubled 
on  every  syde :  outwarde  was  fightynge/  in  warde  was  feare. 
Neverthelesse  he  thatt  comfortith  the  abiecte/  comforted  vs  at 
the  commvnge  of  Titus. 

And  nott  with  his  commynge  only  :  butt  also  with  the  conso- 
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lacion  wlier  with  lie  was  comforted  of  you.  For  he  toldc  vs 
youre  desyre/  youre  momynge/  youre  fervent  mynde  to  me 
warde  So  that  I  nowe  reioyce  the  more.  Wherfore  though  I 
made  you  sory  with  a  letter  I  repent  not :  though  1  did  repent. 
For  I  perceave  that  that  same  Epistle  made  you  sory  though  it 
were  but  for  a  ceason.  but  I  nowe  reioyce/  not  that  ye  were 
sory  /  but  that  ye  so  sorowed  /  that  ye  repented.  For  ye  sorowed 
godly  :  so  that  in  nothynge  were  ye  hurte  by  vs.  for  godly 
sorowe  causeth  repentaunce  vnto  health/  not  to  be  repented  off : 
when  worldly  sorowe  causeth  deeth. 

Beholde  what  diligence  this  godly  sorowe  that  ye  tokc  hath 
wrought  in  you :  yee  it  caused  you  to  cleare  youre  selves.  Hit 
caused  indignacion/  it  caused  feare/  ytt  caused  desyre/  hit 
caused  a  forvent  mynde/  itt  caused  punnysshment.  For  in  all 
thynges  ye  have  shewed  youre  selves  thatt  ye  were  cleare  in  that 
busynes.  Wherfore  though  I  have  written  vnto  you / 1  did  itt 
nott  for  his  cause  that  did  hurte  /  nether  for  his  cause  that  was 
hurte :  but  that  oure  good  mynde  whych  we  have  towanle  you 
in  the  sight  of  god  /  myglit  apere  vnto  you, 

Therfore  we  are  conforted/  because  ye  are  comforted  :  yee 
and  exeedyngly  the  moare  ioyed  we/  for  the  ioye  thatt  Titus 
had :  be  cause  his  sprete  was  refresshed  of  you  all.  I  atu  ther¬ 
fore  not  no  we  a  shamed  /  though  I  bostede  my  sy  lfe  to  h  y  m  of 
you.  For  as  all  thynges  which  I  preached  vnto  you  are  true  / 
even  so  is  oure  bostynge:  thatt  I  boated  my  silfe  to  Titus  with 
all  /  ffounde  true.  And  nowe  is  his  in  warde  affeccion  more  aboun- 
dant  towarde  you  /  when  he  remembreth  the  obedience  off  every¬ 
one  off  you  :  liowc  with  feare  and  tcymblynge  ye  receaved  hym. 
I  reioyce  that  I  maye  be  bolde  over  you  in  all  thynges. 

hitj.  Chapter. 

T  DO  you  to  witt  brethren  of  the  grace  of  god  /  which  is  geven 
in  the  congregacions  of  Macedonia/  howe  thatt  the  aboun- 
daunce  off  their  reioysinge  is/  that  they  are  tried  with  moche  tri- 
bulacion.  And  howe  that  their  povertie/  though  yt  be  depe/ 
yet  hath  folowed  over  /  and  is  become  vnto  them  ryches  in  syn- 
glenes.  For  to  tlieir  powers  (I  beare  them  rccorde)  yee  and 
beyonde  their  power  /  they  were  willynge  off  their  owne  accorde  / 
and  prayed  vs  with  grett  mstaunce  that  we  woldc  receave  their 
benefite/  and  suffre  them  to  be  part  takers  with  other  in  minis- 
trynge  to  the  saynctes.  And  this  they  did  /  not  as  we  loked  for : 
but  gave  their  awne  selves  fyrst  to  the  lorde/  and  after  vnto  vs 
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by  the  will  off  God  :  so  that  we  coulde  nott  butt  desyre  Titus  to 
acomplysslie  tlic  same  benivolence  amonge  you  also/  even  as  he 

had  begonne. 

Nowe  therfore/  as  ye  are  ryche  in  all  parties/  in  fayth/  in 
worde/  in  knowledge/  in  all  ferventnes/  and  in  love/  which  ye 
have  to  vs :  even  so  se  that  ye  be  plenteous  in  this  benivolence. 
Thys  saye  1  nott  as  commaundyngc :  but  be  cause  other  are  so 
fervent/  therfore  prove  I  youre  love  /  whether  it  be  perfait  or  no. 
Ye  knowe  the  iiberalitie  of  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ  /  which  though 
he  were  riche/  yet  for  oure  sakes  be  cam  povre :  that  ye  thorowe 
his  povertie  myght  be  made  ryche. 

And  I  geve  counsell  hereto:  For  this  is  expedient  for  you/ 
which  began/  nott  to  do  only  :  butt  also  to  will/  a  yeare  agoo. 
N owe  therfore  performe  the  dede  /  that  as  there  was  in  you  a 
redines  to  will/ even  so  yc  maye  performe  the  dede/  of  that 
which  ye  have.  For  if  there  be  fyrst  a  willynge  mynde/  it  is 
accepted  accordynge  to  thatt  a  man  hath/  and  not  accordynge 
to  that  he  hath  not. 

Hit  is  not  my  roynde  that  wother  be  set  at  ease/  and  ye 
brought  into  combraunce :  butt  thatt  there  be  eqalnes.  Let 
youre  aboundaunce  socker  their  lacke  att  this  present  tyme  off 
deerth :  thatt  their  aboundaunce  maye  supplye  youre  lacke : 
thatt  their  may  he  equalite/  agreynge  to  thatt  which  is  written  : 
Me  that  gaddered  nioclie  had  never  the  more  aboundaunce  /  and 
he  that  gaddered  lytell  /  had  neverthelesse.  Thankes  be  vnto 
god/  which  put  in  the  hert  of  Titus  the  same  good  mynde 
toward  you.  For  he  accepted  oure  request,  yee  rather  he 
was  so  wele  willynge/  thatt  be  off  his  awne  accorde  cam  vnto 
you. 

We  have  sent  with  him  that  brother  whose  laude  is  in  the 
gospel l  thorowe  out  all  the  congregacions :  and  not  so  only  /  but 
is  also  chosen  of  the  congregacions  to  be  a  felowe  with  vs  m  oure 
iorney  /  as  conceminge  this  benivolence  that  is  ministred  by  us 
vnto  the  prayse  of  the  lorde/  and  to  stere  vppe  youre  prompt 
mynde. 

«P 

And  thys  we  eschue  thatt  eny  man  shulde  rebuke  vs  in  this 
abouudaunce  /  thatt  is  ministred  by  vs/  and  make  provision  for 
honest  thynges/  nott  in  the  sight  of  god  only  /  but  also  in  the 
sight  of  men. 

We  have  sent  with  them  a  brother  off  oures  whom  we  have 
ofte  tymes  proved  diligent  in  many  thynges/  butt  nowe  moche 
more  diligent.  The  grete  confidence  which  I  have  in  you  hath 
caused  me  this  to  do :  partly  for  Titus  sake  which  is  my  felowe/ 
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and  helper  as  concernynge  you :  partly  be  cause  off  wother  which 

are  oure  brethren/  and  the  messengers  off  the  congregacions / 
and  the  glory  off  Christ.  Wherfore  shewe  vnto  them  the  protfe 
off  you  re  love/  and  off  th&  reioysy  n  ge  that  we  have  off  you  /  thatt 
the  congregacions  maye  se  it. 


Ct)t  (jr.  Chapter. 

AF  the  ministry nge  to  the  saynctes/  it  is  butt  superfluus  for 
^  me  to  write  vnto  you :  for  I  knowe  youre  redynes  off 
mynde/  wherof  I  bost  my  silfe  vnto  them  of  Macedonia/  and 
saye  that  Achaia  was  prepared  a  yeare  a  goo  /  and  youre  fer- 
ve tunes  hath  provoked  many.  .  Neverthelesse  yet  have  1  sent 
these  brethren  /  lest  oure  reioysynge  over  you  shulde  be  in  vayne 
in  this  behalfe.  and  that  ye  (as  I  have  sayd)  prepare  youre 
selves/  lest  para  venture  yf  they  of  Macedonia  come  with  me  and 
fynde  you  vnprep&red/  the  boost  that  I  mad  in  this  matter 
shulde  be  a  shame  to  vs :  I  saye  not  vnto  you. 

Wherfore  1  thought  it  necessary  to  exboite  the  brethren/  to 
come  before  honde  vnto  you/  forto  prepare  youre  good  blessynge 
prom y sod  a  fore/  that  it  myght  be  redy  :  so  that  it  be  a  bless* 
ynge/  and  not  a  defraudyuge.  This  yet  remember/  howe  that 
he  which  sowetb  lytell  /  shall  reepe  lytell :  and  he  that  soweth 
plenteouBly/  shall  reepe  plenteously.  and  let  every  man  do 
accordynge  as  he  hath  purposed  in  his  herte/  notgroudgyngly/ 
or  of  necessite.  For  god  loveth  a  chearfiiil  gever. 

God  is  able  to  make  you  ryche  in  all  grace/  that  ye  in  all 
thynges  havynge  sufficient  vnto  the  vttmoste/  maye  be  ryehe  vnto 
all  manner  good  workes  /  as  it  is  written :  He  hath  sparsed  abroade 
and  hath  geven  to  the  povre  /  his  rigbtewesness  remay neth  for  ever. 
He  that  fyndeth  the  sower  sed e/  shall  minister  breed  for  fode/ 
and  shall,  multiplie  youre  sede/  and  increace  the  frutes  of  youre 
rightewesues  that  on  all  parties/  ye  maye  be  made  ryche  in  all 
syoglenes/  which  cause  th  throwe  vs/  thankes  gevynge  vnto 
god. 

For  the  ofice  off  this  ministracion  /  not  only  supplieth  the 
nede  off  the  sayntes :  but  also  is  aboundaunt  herein/  that  for  this 
laudable  ministrynge  /  thankes  myght  be  geven  to  god  of  many  / 
whiche  prayse  god  for  youre  obedience  in  knowledgynge  the 
gospell  of  Christ,  and  for  youre  synglenes/  in  distributynge  to 
them/  and  to  all  men.  and  hi  .their  prayers  to  God  for  you/ 
longe  after  you/  for  the  aboundaunt  grace  off  God  geven  vnto 
you.  Thankes  be  vnto  God  for  his  ineffable  gyfte. 
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jr*  Chapter. 

T  PAULE  my  silfe  beseche  you  by  the  mekenes  and  softnes 
1  of  Christ/  which  when  I  am  present  amonge  you  /  am  of  no 
rcputacion/  but  am  boMe  towarae  you  beynge  absent.  I  be- 
sech  you  that  I  nede  not  to  be  bolde  when  I  am  present  (with 
that  same  confidence/  wherwith  I  am  supposed  to  be  bolde) 
against  some  which  repute  vs  as  though  we  walked  carnally. 
Nevertheless  though  we  walke  compased  with  the  flesshe/  yet 
we  warre  not  flesshly.  For  the  weapens  of  cure  warre  are  not 
carnal!  thinges/  but  thynges  myghty  in  god  to  cast  doune 
stronge  holdes/  wher  with  we  overthrowe  ymagenacions/  and 
every  hye  thynge  that  exalteth  it  silfe  against  the  knowledge 
of  god/  and  brynge  into  captivite  all  vnderstondynge  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ/  and  are  redy  to  take  vengeaunce  on-  all 
disobedience/  when  youre  obedience  is  fulfilled.  Loke  ye  on 
thynges  after  the  vttcr  apparcnce. 

Yff  eny  man  trust  in  hym  silfe  that  he  is  Christis/  let  the 
same  also  considre  off  hym  silfe/  that  as  he  is  Christis/  even  so 
are  we  Christes.  And  though  I  shulde  bost  my  silfe  somwhat 
mo  a  re  of  ourc  auctorite  which  the  lorde  hath,  geven  vs  to  edifie 
anti  nott  to  destroye  you  /  it  shulde  not  be  to  my  shame.  This 
say e/ 1  lest  I  shulde  seme  as  though  1  went  a  bout  to  make  you 
a  frayde  with  letters.  For  the  pisties  (saytli  he)  are  sore  and 
stronge :  but  his  bodyly  presence  is  weake/  and  his  speache 
whoiuly.  Let  hym  that  is  soche  thynke  on  this  wyse/  U»at  as 
we  are  in  wordcs  by  letters  when  we  are  absent  /  soche  are  we  in 
dedes  when  wc  are  present. 

For  we  cannot  fynde  in  oure  hertes  to  make  oure  selves  of 
the  nombre  of  them/  or  to  compare  oure  selves  to  them  /  which 
laude  them  selves :  but  whill  they  measure  them  selves  with  them 
selves  /  and  compare  them  selves  with  them  selves  /  they  vnder- 
stonde  nought.  But  we  woll  not  reioyce  above  measure :  but 
acordy nge  to  the  quantitie  of  the  measu  re  which  god  hath  dis- 
tributed  vnto  vs/  a  measure  that  reacheth  even  vnto  you.  For 
wc  stretche  not  out  oure  selves  beyonde  measure  as  though  we 
had  not  reached  vnto  you.  For  even  vnto  you  have  we  come 
with  the  gospel!  off  Christ/  and  we  bost  not  oure  selves  out  off 
measure  in  tiotlier  mens  labours :  ye  and  we  hope  /  When  youre 
fayth  is  increased  amonge  jou/  to  be  magnified  acordynge  to 
oure  measure  more  largely  :  And  to  preache  the  gospell  in  those 
regions  which  arc  beyonde  you;  and  nott  to  reioyce  on  that  which 
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is  by  anothcrs  mans  measure  prepared  all  redy.  Let  hym  that 
reioyseth/  rcioyce  in  the  lorde.  For  he  that  prayseth  hym  silfe.' 
is  nott  alowed :  butt  he  whom  the  lorde  prayseth. 


QZfyt  jrj.  Chapter. 

TjtTOLDE  to  god  /  ye  coulde  suffre  me  a  lytell  in  my  folysshnes : 

yee/  and  I  praye  you  forbeare  me.  For  I  am  geious  over 
you  with  godly  gelousy.  For  I  coupled  you  to  one  man  <  to 
make  you  a  chaste  virgen  to  Christ :  but  1  feure  lest  as  the  ser- 
pent  begyled  Eve/  tliorowe  his  sutteltie/  even  so  you  re  wittes 
shulde  be  corrupte  from  the  singlenes  that  is  in  Christ.  For  iff 
he  that  commeth  to  you  preache  another  Jesus  then  hym  whom 
we  preached :  or  if  ye  receave  another  sprete  then  that  which 
ye  nave  receaved :  other  another  gospell  then  that  ye  have  re- 
ceaved  /  ye  myght  right  wele  have  bene  content. 

I  suppose  that  I  was  nott  be  hynde  the  chefe  apostles.  Though 
I  be  rude  in  speakynge/  yet  I  am  not  so  in  knowledge.  Howe 
be  it  amonge  you  we  are  knowen  to  the  vtmost  what  wc  art;  in 
all  thynges.  Did  I  therin  synne  be  cause  I  submitted  my  silfeV 
that  ye  myght  be  exalted  ?  and  because  1  preached  the  gospell 
to  you  fre  ?  I  robbed  wotlter  congregacions  /  and  toke  wages  of 
them  /  to  do  you  service  with  all.  And  when  I  was  present  with 
you  and  had  ne.de/ 1  was  greveous  to  no  man.  For  that  which 
was  lakynge  vnto  me/  the  brethren  which  cam  from  Macedonia 
supplied :  and  in  all  thynges  I  kept  my  silfc  that  I  shulde  not  be 
greveous  to  you :  and  so  will  I  kepe  my  silfc. 

YfF the  trueth  off  Christ  be  in  me/  this  reioy synge  shall  nolt 
be  taken  from  me  in  the  regions  of  Achaia.  Wherfore?  because 
I  love  you  not  ?  God  knoweth.  Neverthelesse  what  I  doo  /  that 
will  I  do  to  cut  awaye  occasion  from  them  which  desyre  occasion  / 
that  they  myght  be  founde  Jyke  vnto  vs  in  that  wher  in  they 
reioyce  :  for  these  falce  apostles  arc  disceatefull  workers/  and 
fassion  them  selves  lyke  vnto  the  apostles  of  Christ.  And  no 
marvayle/  for  satan  hym  silfe  is  cliaunged  into  the  fassion  of 
an  angell  of  light.  Therfbrc  it  is  no  grett  thynge/  though  his 
ministers  fassion  them  selves  as  though  they  were  the  ministers 
of  rightewesnes :  whose  ende  shalbe  accordynge  to  their  dedes. 

I  saye  agayne  lest  eny  man  thynke  that  I  am  folishe  :  or  els 
even  nowe  take  me  as  a  foie  /  that  I  maye  host  my  silfe  a  lytell. 
That  I  speake/  I  gpeake  it  not  after  the  wayes  of  the  lorde  :  but 
as  it  were  folysshy/  whill  we  are  nowe  come  to  hostynyge. 
Seynge  that  many  reioyce  after  the  flesshe  I  will  reioyce  also. 
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For  ye  suffre  foies  gladly  be  cause  that  ye  youre  selves  are  wyse. 
For  ye  suffre  even  if  a  man  brynge  you  into  bondge :  yf  a  man 
dcvoure:  yf  a  man  take:  yf  a  man  exalt  hym  silfe:  yf  a  man 
smy te  you  on  the  face :  Ispeake  concemynge  rebuke/  as  though 
we  had  bene  weake, 

Wherin  soever  eny  man  dare  be  bolde  (1  speake  folisshly)  I 
dare  be  bolde  also.  They  are  Ebrues/  so  am  I:  They  are 
Israelites  /  even  so  am  I :  They  are  the  sede  off  Abraham  / 
even  so  am  I.  They  are  the  ministers  off  Christ  (I  speake  as 
a  foie)  I  am  moarc:  In  labours  moare  aboundant  :  In  strypes 
above  measure :  In  presou  more  plenteously :  In  deeth  ofte.  Of 
the  Jewes  five  tymes  receaved  I  every  tymes  xl.  strypes  /  one 
excepte.  Tliryse  was  I  beten  with  roddes.  I  was  once  stoned, 
I  suffred  thryse  shipwracke.  Nyght  and  daye  have  I  bene  in 
the  depe  off  the  see.  In  iorneyinge  often :  In  parrels  of  waters 
I  n  panels  of  robbers.  In  ieoperdies  off  myne  awne  nacion  :  In 
ieorperdies  araonge  the  hethen.  I  have  bene  in  parrels  in  cities/ 
in  parrels  in  wildernes/  in  parrels  in  the  see/  in  parrels  amonge 
falce  brethren  /  in  laboure  and  travayle/  in  watchynge  often  /  in 
honger/  in  thirst  /  in  fastynges  often  /  in  colde  and  in  nakednes. 

Bcsyde  the  thynges  which  outwardly  happen  vnto  me  /  I  am 
com  bred  dayly  and  care  for  all  congregacions.  Who  is  sicke : 
and  I  am  not  sicke  ?  Who  is  hurte  in  the  f'ayth  :  and  my  hert 
burneth  not?  Yf  1  must  nedes  reioyce/  I  will  rcioyce  of  myne 
infirmities. 


Clje  jrtj.  Chapter. 

/TJ.OD  the  father  of  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  which  is  blessed  for 
^  evermore  /  knoweth  that.  I  lye  nott.  In  the  citie  of  Damas- 
clion/  the  governer  of  the  people/ vnder  kynge  Aretas/layde 
watehe  in  the  citie  of  the  Damascens/  and  wolde  have  caught 
me  /  and  at  a  wyndowe  was  I  let  douue  in  a  basket  thorowe  the 
wall  /  and  so  scaped  his  hondes. 

Hit  is  not  expedient  for  me  no  dout  to  reioyce/  Neverthcles.se. 
1  will  come  to  visions  and  revelacions  of  the  lorde.  I  knowe  a 
man  in  Christ  above  xiiij  yeares  agone  (whether  he  were  in  the 
body  I  cannot  tell  /  or  whether  he  were  oute  oft’  the  body  1  can¬ 
not  tell/  god  knoweth)  which  was  taken  vppe  into  the  thyrd 
heven.  And  1  knowe  the  same  man  (whether  in  the  body  /  or 
out  of  the  body/  I  cannot  tel!/  god  knoweth)  howe  that  he  was 
taken  vppe  into  paradise/  and  herde  wordes  not  to  be  spoken/ 
which  no  man  can  vtter.  Of  this  man  will  I  reioyce/  of  my  silfe 
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will  I  not  reioyce/  except  it  be  of  myne  infirmities :  and  though 
I  wolde  reioyce  1  shulde  not  be  a  foie :  for  I  will  saye  the  trueth. 
Neverthelesse  1  spare/  lest  eny  man  shulde  thinke  off  me  above 
that  he  seith  me  to  be  /  or  heareth  of  me. 

And  lest  I  shulde  be  exalted  out  of  measure  thorowe  the 
aboundance  of  revelacions/  there  was  geven  vnto  me  of  god 
vnquyetnes  of  the  dess  he  /  the  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  me : 
be  cause  I  shulde  not  be  exalted  out  of  measure.  For  this  thy  nge 
besought  I  the  lorde  thryse  /  that  it  myght  depart  from  me :  and  be 
sayde  vnto  me :  my  grace  is  sufficient  for  the.  For  my  strengthe 
is  made  perfait  tbrou  weaknes.  Very  gladly  therfore  will  1  ve- 
ioyce  of  my  weaknes  that  the  strengthe  of  Christ  maye  dwell  in 
me.  Therefore  have  delectac ion  in  infirmities/  in  rebukes/  in 
nede/  in  persecucions /  in  anguysshe/  for  Christis  sake.  For 
when  1  am  weakc  /  then  am  I  stronge. 

1  am  made  a  foie  in  bostynge  my  silfe.  Ye  have  compelled 
me/  1  ought  to  have  bene  commended  of  you.  For  in  nothingc 
was  I  inferior  vnto  te  chcfe  uposlels.  Though  1  be  nothynge  / 
yet  the  tokens  of  an  apostle  were  wrought  amonge  you  with  all 
pacience  :  with  signes/  and  wonders/  and  myghty  dedes.  For 
what  is  it  wherin  ye  were  inferiors  vnto  wotber  cougregacions  ? 
except  it  be  therm  that  I  was  not  greveous  vnto  you.  For  geve 
me  this  wronge  done  vnto  you*  Beholde  nowe  the  thyrde  tyuie 
1  am  redy  to  come  vnto  you/  nether  will  1  be  grevous  vnto  you. 
For  !  seke  not  youres  but  you.  Also  the  children  ought  nott 
to  iaye  vppe  for  the  fathers  and  mothers:  but  the  fathers  and 
mothers  for  the  children. 

r 

I  will  very  gladly  bestowe/  and  wilbe  bestowed  for  voure 
soules:  though  the  moare  I  love  you/  the  lease  I  am'  loved 
agayne.  But  be  it  that  1  greved  you  not :  nev’tbelesse  1  was 
crafty  and  toke  you  with  gile.  Did  I  pill  you .  by  eny  of  them 
which  1  sent  vnto  you?  1  desyred  Titus/  and  with  him  I  sent  a 
brother:  Did  Titus  defraude  you  of  eny  thynge?  walked  wr 
not  in  one  sprete?  walked  we  not  in  lyke  steppes?  Agayne/ 
thynke  ye  that  we  excuse  oure  selves  ?  we  speake  in  Christ  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

But  we  do  all  thyuges  dearly  beloved  for  youre  edifyinge. 
For  1  feare  lest  it  come  to  passe/  that  when  I  come/  1  shall  not 
fynde  you  soche  as  I  wolde :  and  I  shulbe  founde  vnto  you  soche 
as  ye  wolde  not.  1  feare  lest  there  be  founde  amonge  you 
lawynge  /  envyinge/  wrath/ stryfe/ backbytynges/  whisperynges / 
swell ynges/  and  debate.  I  feare  lest  when  I  come  agayne  /  God 
brynge  me  lowe  amonge  you  /  and  I  be  constrayned  to  liewayk* 
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many  of  them  which  have  synned  all  redy/  and  have  nott  re¬ 
pented  of  the  vnciennes  t  and  fornicacion/  and  wantanne3  which 
they  have  committed. 


Ci )e  yti}.  Chapter. 

TVTOWE  come  I  the  thyrd  tyme  vuto  you:  In  the  mouth  of 
two  or  thrc  witucsscs  shall  every  worde  stonde,  I  tolde 
you  before  /  and  tell  you  before  t  as  I  sayd  when  I  was  present 
with  you  the  seconde  tyme/  so  wryte  I  nowe  beynge  absent  to 
them  which  in  tyme  past  have  synned/  and  to  all  wothcr :  Yf  I 
come  agayner  I  will  not  spare  seynge  that  ye  seke  experience  of 
Christ  which  speak eth  in  me/  which  amonge  you  is  not  weake/ 
but  is  myghty  in  you.  And  verely  though  it  cam  off  weaknes 
that  he  was  crucified  /  yet  liveth  he  thorowe  the  power  of  god  : 
and  we  no  dout  are  weake  in  hym:  but  we  shall  live  with  him/ 
by  the  myght  that  god  gave  vs  to  you  warde. 

Prove  youre  selves  whether  ye  are  in  the  faytli  or  not. 
exatnen  youre  owne  selves,  knowe  ye  nott  youre  awue  selves  / 
liowe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  you  ?  cxccptc  ye  be  castawayes.  I 
trust  that  ye  shall  knowe  that  we  are  not  castawayes.  I  desyre 
before  god  that  ye  do  none  evyll  /  not  that  we  shulde  seme  com¬ 
mendable  :  but  that  ye  shulde  do  /  that  which  is  honest :  and  let 
vs  be  counted  as  leawde  persons.  We  can  do  no  Lliynge  agaynst 
the  trueth/  but  for  the  trueth’.  We  are  glad  when  we  are  weake/ 
and  ye  stronge.  This  also  we  wisshe  fore  /  even  that  ye  were  per¬ 
fect.  Therfore  write  I  these  thynges  beynge  absent/  lest  when  I 
am  present  I  shulde  vse  sharpnes  accordynge  to  the  power  which 
the  lorde  hath  geven  me/  to  edifie/  and  not  to  destroye. 

Furthermore  brethren  fare  ye  wele  /  be  perfect/  be  of  good 
comforte/  be  of  one  mynde/  live  in  peace/  and  the  god  of  love 
and  peace/  shalbe  wit  you.  Crete  one  another  in  an  holy 
kysse.  All  the  saynctcs  salute  you.  The  faveour  of  oure  lorde 
Jesus  Christ  /  and  the  love  of  god  /  and  the  fellishippe  of  the  holy 
goost/  be  with  you  all  Amen. 

The  seconde  pistle  to  the  Corrinthyans 
Sent  from  Phillippos  a  citie 
•in  Macedonia  by  Titus 
and  Lucas. 
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an  Apostles  nott  off  men/  nether  by 
man/  but  by  Jesus  Christ/  and  by  god  the  father 
which  raysed  him  from  deeth/  ami  all  the 
brethren  whych  are  with  me.  Vnto  the  congre- 
gacion  off  Galacia, 

Grace  be  with  you  and  peace  from  god  the 
father  /  and  from  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  which  gave  him  sylfe 
for  oure  synnes  /  to  deliver  vs  from  this  present  evill  worlde  / 
thorowe  the  will  of  God  oure  father/  to  whom  be  prayse  for  ever 
Amen. 

I  marvayle  that  ye  arc  so  sone  toumed  from  hym  that  called 
you  in  the  grace  of  Christ/  vnto  another  gospell /  which  is 
nothynge  els  /  but  that  there  be  some  which  trouble  you  /  and 
intende  to  pervert  the  gospell  off  Christ.  Never  thelesse  though 
we  oure  selves/  or  an  angell  from  heven/  preache  eny  other 
gospell  vnto  you  then  that  which  we  have  preached  vnto  you/ 
holde  hym  as  acursed.  As  1  sayde  before/  so  saye  I  no  we 
agayne  /  yf  ene  man  preache  eny  other  tliingc  vnto  you  /  then 
that  ye  have  receaved/  holde  hym  acursed.  Sekc  no  we  the 
favcour  off  men  /  or  off  God  ?  Other  go  1  abut  to  please  men  ? 
Yf  I  stodyed  to  please  men  /  I  were  not  the  servaunt  of  Christ. 

i  cert i fie  you  brethren  /  that  the  gospell  which  was  preached 
of  me  /  was  not  after  the  manner  of  men  /  nether  receaved  I  it  of 
man  /  nether  was  I  taught  it :  but  receaved  it  by  the  reve.laeion 

306 


3Ii)t  off  -Paul  to  tl)t  ®aUatfyj>an&  Ci).  tj. 

ot  Jesus  Christ,  ye  have  herdc  of  my  conversacion  in  tymes 
past  in  the  Jewes  waves/  howe  that  be  yonde  measure  I  perse¬ 
cuted  the  congregacion  off  god  /  and  spoyled  it :  and  prevayied 
in  the  ieweslawer  above  many  of  my  companions/  which  were 
of  myne  awnc  nacion/  and  moche  move  fervently  mayntayned 
the  tradicions  of  the  elders. 

But  when  it  pleased  god/  which  seperated  me  from  my 
mothers  wombe/  and  called  me  by  his  grace  /  forto  declare  his 
sonne  by  me/  that  I  shuldc  preache  hym  amonge  the  liethen : 
Immcdiatiy  I  commened  not  of  the  matter  with  fiesshe  and 
bloud  /  nether  returned  to  Jerusalem  to  them  which  where  Apos¬ 
tles  before  me  :  but  went  my  wayes  into  Arabia  /  and  cam  agayne 
vnto  Damascon.  Then  after  thre  ycare  I  returned  to  Jerusalem 
vnto  Peter  and  abode  with  hint  .xv  dayes/  no  nother  off  the 
Apostles  sawc  1/  save  James  the  lordes  brother.  The  thynges 
which  I  write  /  beholde/  god  knoweth  I  lyc  trot. 

After  that  I  went  into  the  costes  of  Siria  and  Cicill :  and  was 
unknowen  as  touchynge  my  person  vnto  the  congrcgacions  of 
Jewry/ which  were  in  Christ.  But  they  herde  only/  that  he 
which  persecuted  vs  in  tyme  past/  nowe  preacheth  the  fayth/ 
which  before  he  destroyed.  And  they  glonfyed  god  in  me. 


Cf)t  ffcrontJr  Chapter. 

^FHEN  xiiij.  yeares  after  that/  I  went  agayne  to  Jerusalem 
w'ith  Barnabas/ and  toke  with  me  Titus  also.  Yee/  and  1 
went  by  revelacion/  and  commened  with  them  of  the  gospell/ 
which  I  preache  amonge  the  gentyls :  but  apart  with  them 
which  arc  counted  chefe/  lest  it  shulde  have  bene  thought  that 
I  shuldc  runne  /  or  had  runne  in  vayoc.  Also  Titus  which  was 
with  me/  though  he  were  a  greke/  yet  was  not  compelled  to  lie 
circumcised/  and  that  be  cause  of  incommers  beynge  falce  bre¬ 
thren/  which  cam  in  amonge  wother  to  spye  out  oure  libertie 
wliych  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus/  that  they  might  brynge  vs  into 
bondage.  To  whom  we  gave  no  roume/  no  not  for  the  space  of 
an  houre/  as  concern vnge  to  be  brought  into  subicccion :  and 
limit  be  cause  that  the  trueth  of  the  gospell  myght  continue 
with  you. 

Of  them  which  seme  to  be  grett  (what  they  were  in  tyme 
passed  it  maketh  no  matter  to  me :  god  loketli  on  no  mans  per- 
sone)  neverthclesse  they  which  seme  grett/  added  nothynge  to 
me  :  Butt  contrary  wyse/  when  they  sawc  that  the  gospell  over 
the  vncircumcision  was  committed  vnto  me/  as  the  gospell  over 
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the  circumcision  was  vnto  Peter  (For  he  that  was  rayghty  in 
Peter  in  the  Apostle  shippe  over  die  circumcision  /  the  same  was 
mygbty  in  me  amonge  the  gentyls)  and  as  sone  as  .lames/  Ce¬ 
phas/  and  Jhon/  which  semed  to  be  piliares/  perceaved  the 
grace  thatt  was  geven  vnto  me  /  they  gave  to  me  and  Barnabas 
their  hondes)  and  agreed  with  ys  thatt  wc  shuide  prcache 
amonge  the  hethen/  and  they  amonge  die  Jewcs:  warnynge 
only  that  we  shuide  remember  the  povre/  which  diynge  also  I 
was  diligent  to  do. 

When  Peter  was  conic  to  Antioche/  I  witlistodc  him  in  the 
face/  for  he  was  worthy  to  be  blamed.  For  yeric  that  certaym; 
cam  from  James/  he  ate  with  the  gentyls:  butt  when  they  were, 
come/  he  withdrue  and  seperated  hym  silfe/  fearynge  them 
which  were  off  the  circumcision  /  and  the  wother  Jewes  dissem¬ 
bled  lyke  wyse  /  In  so  moclie  that  Barnabas  was  brought  into 
their  simulacion  also.  Butt. when  I  sawc/  thatt  they  went  non. 
the  ryght  waye  after  the  trueth  off  the  gospell/  1  sayde  vnto 
Peter  before  all  men/  yff  tliou  beyoge  a  Jewc/  livest  after  the 
manner  off  the  gentyls/  and  not  as  do  the  Jewes :  why  cansest 
diou  the  gentyls  to  folowe  the  Jewes  ?  we  which  are  Jewes  by 
nature  and  not  synners  off  the  gentyls  /  knowe  thatt  a  man  is  nott 
iustified  by  the  dedes  off  the  lawe :  but  by  the  fayth  of  Jesus 
Christ :  and  we  have  belevod  on  Jesus  Christ/  that  we  myght 
be  iustified  by  the  fayth  of  Christ  and  not  by  the  dcdcs  of  the 
lawe :  be  cause  diat  noo  flesshe  shalbe  iustified  by  the  dedes  of 
the  lawe. 

•  Yf  then  whill  we  seke  to  be  made  rightewes  by  Christ/  we 
oure  selves  arc  founde  synners/  is  not  then  Christ  the  minister 
of  sinne?  god  forbid.  For  yf  I  bilde  agayne  that  which  T  de¬ 
stroyed/  then  make  I  my  silfe  a  treaspaser.  But  I  thorowe  the 
lawe  am  deed  to  the  lawe/  that  I  myght  live  vnto  God.  i  am 
crucified  with  Christ.  I  live  verely/  yet  nowe  not  1/  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me.  The  lyfe  which  I  nowe  live  in  the  flesshe  / 1  live 
by  the  fayth  of  the  sonne  off  god/  which  loved  me/  and  gave 
hym  silfe  for  me.  I  despyse  not  the  grace  of  god :  For  if  righ- 
tewesnes  come  of  die  lawe  /  then  is  Christ  deed  in  vayne. 

®3jr  uj.  Chapter. 

A  FOLISSHE  Galathyans;  who  hath  bewiched  yon  /  that  ye 
^  shuide  not  beleve  the  trueth?  to  whom  Jesus  Christ  was 
described  before  the  eyes/  and  amonge  you  crucified ?  This 
only  wolde  I  learne  of  you.  receaved  ye  the  sprete  bv  the  dedes 

308 


to  tf)c  <&afUti)»aua.  Cf).  uj. 

of  the  lawe  ?  or  els  by  preaclunge  of  the  faith  ?  Are  ye  so  vn- 
wyse/  that  after  ye  have  begon  in  the  sprete/  ye  wolde  nowe 
cnde  in  the  flesshe  ?  So  many  thynges  ye  have  suffred  in  vayne. 
Y f  it  be  so  that  ye  have  suffered  in  vayne.  Which  ministered 
to  you  the  sprete/  and  worketh  miracles  amonge  you  doth  he  itt 
thorowe  the  dedes  off*  the  lawe  ?  or  by  preachinge  of  the  faith  ? 
Even  as  Abraham  beleved  god  /  and  it  was  a  scribed  to  him  for 
rightewesnes.  Vnderstonde  therfore/  thatt  they  which  are  off 
fayth/  are  the  children  of  Abraham. 

The  scripture  sawe  afore  honde/  that  god  wolde  iustifie  the 
hethen  tliorow  fayth  /  and  shewed  before  honde  glad  tydynges 
vnto  Abraham:  in  the  Bhall  all  nacions  be  blessed.  So  then 
they  which  be  of  fayth/  arc  blessed  with  faythfull  Abraham. 
For  as  many  as  are  und’  the  dedes  of  the  lawe/  are  vnder  male- 
diccion.  For  it  is  written :  cursed  is  every  man  that  continuetli 
not  in  all  thynges  which  are  written  in  the  boke  of  the  lawe  to 
Fulfill  them.  That  no  man  is  justified  by  the  lawe  in  the  sight 
of  god  is  evident.  For  the  iust  shall  live  by  faith.  The  lawe  is 
not  of  fayth  :  butt  the  man  that  fulfilleth  the  thinges  contayned 
in  the  lawe/  shall  live  in  them.  Christ  hath  delivered  vs  from 
the  curse  of  the  law'e  /  and  was  made  a  cursed  for  vs  (for  it  is 
written :  Cursed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  tree)  that  the 
btessynge  of  Abraham  might  come  on  the  gentyls  throwc  Jesus 
Christ/  that  we  might  receave  the  promes  of  the  sprete  thorowe 
favth. 

Brethren  I  will  speake  after  the  manner  of  men  :  Though  it 
Ihj  but  a  mans  testament/  yet  no  man  despyseth  it  /  or  addeth 
eny  tliyngc  therto  when  it  is  once  alowed.  To  Abraham  and 
his  seede  were  the  promyses  made.  He  saith  not/  in  thyseedes 
as  in  many :  But  in  thy  sede  /  as  in  won  /  which  is  Christ.  This 
!  saye  that  the  lawe  which  began  afterwarde/  beyonde  iiij  C.  and 
xxx,  yeares/  doth  not  disanull  the  testament/  that  was  con- 
fermed  of  god  vnto  Christ  ward  /  to  make  the  promes  of  none 
effect.  For  vf  the  iulieritaunce  come  off  the  lawe/  hit  commeth 

y 

not  of  promes ;  but  god  gave  it  vnto  Abraham  by  promes. 

Wherfore  then  Berveth  the  lawe  ?  The  lawe  was  added  be 
cause  of  transgression  (till  the  seede  cam  vnto  which  seede  the 
promes  was  made)  and  it  was  ordeyned  by  angels  in  the  honde 
of  a  mediator.  A  mediator  is  nott  a  mediator  of  one.  Butt 
god  is  one.  Ys  the  lawe  then  agaynst  the  promes  off  god? 
God  forbid.  Yff  there  had  bene  a  lawe  geven  which  coulde 
have  geven  Ivfe  :  then  no  doute  rightewesnes  shuldc  have  come 
by  the  lawe :  but  the  scripture  concluded  all  thinges  vnder 
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sinne/  that  the  promes  by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ/  shulde  lie 
geven  vnto  them  that  beleve.  Before  that  fayth  cam/  we  were 
kept  and  shut  vppe  vnder  the  lawe/  vnto  the  fayth  which  shulde 
afterwarde  be  declared. 

Wherfore  the  lawe  was  oure  scolemaster  vnto  the  tyme  of 
Christ/  that  we  myght  be  made  rightewes  by  fayth.  But  after 
that  faith  is  come/  nowe  are  we  no  lenger  vnder  a  scolemaster. 
For  ye  are  all  the  sonnes  of  god/  by  the  faith  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus.  For  all  ye  thatt  are  baptised/  have  put  Christ  on  you. 
Nowe  is  there  no  Jewe/  nether  greke  :  there  is  nether  boude/ 
nether  fre  :  there  is  nether  man  /  nether  woman  :  for  all  are  one 
thynge  in  Christ  Jesu.  yf  ye  be  Christes/  theu  are  ye  Abrahams 
seede  /  and  heyres  by  promes. 

ttij.  Chapter. 

A  ND  I  saye  that  the  heyre  as  longc  as  ho  ys  a  chyldc  diflfertli 
not  from  a  servaunt/  though  he  be  lorde  of  all  /  but  is  vnder 
tuters  and  governers  /  vntill  the  tyme  apoynted  of  the  fatlier. 
Even  so  we/  as  longe  as  we  were  children/  wer  in  bondage 
vnder  the  ordinacions  of  the  worlde :  but  when  the  tyme  was  full 
come/  god  sent  his  sonne  borne  of  a  woman  /  and  made  bonde 
vnto  the  lawe/  to  redeme  them  which  were  vnder  the  lawe :  that 
we  thorowe  eleccion  shulde  receavethe  inheritau nee  that  belong- 
eth  vnto  the  natural!  sonnes.  Be  cause  ye  are  sonnes  /  God 
hath  sent  the  sprete  of  his  sonne  in  to  oure  hertes/  which  cryeth 

abba  father.  Wherfore  nowe  arte  thou  not  a  servaunt/  but  a 

* 

sonne.  yff  thou  be  the  sonne/  thou  arte  also  the  heyre  of  God 
thorowe  Christ. 

Notwithstondynge/ when  ye  knewe  not  god/ ye  did  service 
vnto  them/  which  by  nature  were  not  goddes:  butt  nowe  scynge 
ye  knowe  god  (ye  rather  are  knowen  of  God)  howe  is  it  that  ye 
tourne  agayne  vnto  the  weake  and  bedgarly  cerimones/  where 
vnto  agayne  ye  desyre  afresshc  to  be  in  bondage  ?  ye  observe 
the  dayes/  and  monethes/  and  tymes/  and  ycares.  i  fcare  oil 
you  /  lest  I  have  bestowed  on  you  labour©  in  vaync. 

Brethren  1  besech  you/  be  ye  as  1  am :  for  I  am  as  ye  are. 
Ye  have  not  hurte  me.  Ye  knotve  wcle  howe  that  thorowe 
infirm i tie  of  the  flesshe/ 1  preached  the  gospell  vnto  you  at  the 
fyrst :  and  my  temptacion  which  I  suffered  by  reason  of  the 
flesshe/  ye  despysed  not/  nether  abhorred  :  but  receaved  me  as 
an  angel!  of  God  :  ye  as  Christ  Jesus.  Howe  happy  were  ye 
then  X  for  I  beare  you  recorde  that  yf  it  hat  bene  possible/  ye 
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noble  have  digged  out  youre  awne  eyes  /  and  have  geven  them 
to  me.  Am  1  so  greatly  become  youre  enmye/  be  cause  I  tell 

you  the  trueth? 

_ 

They  are  gelous  over  you  amysse.  Ye  they  intende  to  exclude 
you  that  ye  shulde  be  fervent  to  themwarde,  lit  is  good  alwayes 
to  be  fervent/  so  it  be  in  a  good  thynge/  and  not  only  when  I 
am  present  with  you. 

My  littcl  children  (of  whome  I  travayle  in  birth  agayne  vntill 
Christ  be  fassioned  in  you)  1  wolde  I  were  with  you  nowe/  and 
coulde  chauugc  my  voyce/  for  1  stonde  in  a  doute  of  you. 

Tell  me  ye  that  desyre  to  be  vnder  the  lawe :  have  ye  not 
horde  of  the  lawe  ?  For  it  is  written  that  Abraham  had  two 
somies/  the  one  by  a  bonde  mayde/  the  wother  by  a  fre  woman. 
Yee  and  he  which  was  of  the  bonde  woman  /  was  borne  after  the 
flesshe :  but  lie  which  was  of  the  fre  woman/  was  borne  by 
prouies.  Which  thynges  betoken  mistery.  For  these  wemen 
are  two  testamente3/  the  one  from  the  mountc  Sina/  which 
gendreth  vnto  bondage  /  which  is  Agar  (For  mountc  Sina  is  called 
Agar  in  Arabia/  and  bordreth  apon  the  citie  which  is  nowe  Jeru¬ 
salem)  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  Children. 

But  Jerusalem/  which  is  above/  is  fre:  which  is  the  mother  of 
vs  all.  For  it  is  written :  reioyce  thou  baren  /  that  bearest  no 
children  :  hreake  forthc  and  crye/  thou  that  travelest  not.  For 
the  desolate  hath  many  moo  children/  then  she  which  hath  an 
husband.  Brethren  we  are  after  the  maner  off  Isaac  children  of 
promes:  But  as  then  he  that  was  borne  carnally/ persecuted 
iiym  that  was  borne  spiritually,'  Eveu  so  is  it  nowe.  Nevur- 
ihclcssc  what  sayth  the  scripture :  Caste  a  waye  the  bonde 
woman  and  her  sonne.  For  the  sonne  of  the  bonde  woman 
shall  not  he  heyre  with  the  sonne  off  the  fre  woman.  So  then 
brethren  we  are  not  children  of  the  bonde  woman :  but  off  the 
fre  woman. 


®l)e  b.  Chapter. 

<^TO  N D  fast  therfore  iu  the  libertie  wherwith  Christ  hath  made 
^  vs  fre  /  and  wrappe  nott  youre  selves  agayne  in  the  yoke  of 
bondage.  Be  lioldc  I  Paul  saye  vnto  you/  that  if  ye  be  circum¬ 
cised/  Christ  shall  proflit  you  nothynge  at  all,  I  testifie  agayne 
to  every  man  which  is  circumcised  that  he  is  bounde  to  kepe  the 
whole  lawe.  Ye  are  gone  quyte  from  Christ  as  many  as  are 
notified  by  the  lawe/  and  are  fallen  from  grace.  We  lokefor 
and  hope  to  be  notified  by  the  sprctc  which  commeth  of  fayth. 
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For  in  Jesu  Christ/  nether  is  circumcision  eny  thynge  worth  > 
nether  yet  vncircumcision  /  but  fayth  which  by  love  is  myghtv 
in  operacion.  Ye  did  runne  wele.  Who  was  a  lett  vnto  you/ 
that  ye  shulde  not  obey  the  trueth  ?  Even  that  counsell  that  is 
not  of  hym  that  called  you.  A  lytel  leven  doth  levcn  the  whole 
lompc  of  dowe. 

I  have  trust  towarde  you  in  god  /  that  ye  will  be  none  other 
wysemynded.  He  that  troubleth  you  shall  beare  his  iudgement/ 
what  soever  hebe.  Brethren  yf  I  yet  preache  circumcision  : 
why  do  I  then  sufFre  persecucion?  For  then  had  the  offence 
which  the  crosse  geveth  ceased.  I  wolde  to  god  they  were 
aondred  from  you  which  trouble  you  Brethren  ye  were  called 
in  to  libertie  /  only  lett  not  youre  libertie  be  an  occasion  vnto  the 
flesshe  but  in  love  serve  one  another.  For  all  the  lawe  is  fulfilled 
in  one  worde/  which  is  this:  Thou  shalt  love  thyne  neghbour 
as  thy  stlfe.  Yf  ye  byte  and  devoure  one  another :  take  hedc 
lest  ye  be  consumed  one  of  another. 

I  saye  walke  in  the  sprete  /  and  fulfill  not  the  lustcs  of  the 
flesshe.  For  the  flesshe  lusteth  contrary  to  the  sprete/  and 
the  sprete  contrary  to  the  flesshe.  These  are  contrary  one 
to  the  other  /  so  that  ve  cannot  do  that  which  \a  wolde.  But 
and  yf  ye  be  ledde  off  the  sprete /then  are  yc  notvnder  the.  lawe. 
The  dedes  of  the  flesshe  are  manyfest/  wMche  are  these  /  advou- 
trie/  fornicacion/  vnclcnnes/  wantannes/  ydolatrie/  witchecrafl  / 
hatred/  lawynge/  Zele/  wrath  /  stryfe/  sedicion/  parte  takynges/ 
envyinge  /  mnrther/  dronkennes/  glottony/  and  soche  lyke :  off 
the  which  I  tell  you  before/  as  I  have  tolde  you  in  tyme  past/ 
that  they  which  commit  soche  tynges  shall  not  be  the  in  hcrit- 
ours  of  the  kyngdom  of  God :  but  the  frute  off  the  sprete  is/ 
love  /  ioye/  peace/  longe  sufferynge/  geutlenes/  goodnes/  fayth- 
fulnes/  meknes/  temperancy :  Agaynst  suche  is  there  no  lawe. 
They  that  are  Christis/  have  crucified  the  flesshe  with  the  appe¬ 
tites  and  lustes,  Yf  we  live  in  the  sprete  let  vs  walke  in  the 
sprete.  Lett  vs  nott  be  vayne  glorious  /  provokyngc  one  another  / 
and  envyinge  one  another. 

€$r  bj.  Cfjaptrr. 

"DRETHREN  yff  eny  man  be  faullen  by  ehaunce  into  eny 
faute  :  ye  which  are  spretuall  /  hclpe  to  amende  hym  /  in 
the  sprete  of  meknes :  consyderynge  thy  si  he  /  lest  thou  also  be 
tempted.  Beare  one  anothers  burthen  :  and  so  fulfill  ye  the 
lawe  of  Christ.  Yff  a  man  seme  to  hym  silfe  that  he  is  sotpwhat 
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when  in  dede  he  is  nothynge/  the  same  deceaveth  hym  silfc  in 
his  ymaginacion.  Let  every  man  prove  his  awne  worke/  and 
then  shall  he  have  reioysynge  in  his  awne  silfe/  and  not  ia  an¬ 
other.  For  every  man  shall  beare  his  awne  burthen. 

Let  hym  that  is  taught  in  the  worde  /  minister  vnto  hym  that 
teacheth  hym  in  all  good  thynges.  Be  not  deceaved/  god  is 
not  mocked.  For  what  soever  a  man  soweth/  that  shall  he 
reepe.  He  that  soweth  in  the  fiesBhe/  shall  of  the  flesshe  reepe 
corrupcion:  but  he  that  soweth  in  the  spretc/  shall  of  thesprete 
reepe  lvfe  e verlastynge .  Let  vs  do  good/  and  let  vs  not  faynte. 
For  when  the  tyme  is  come  we  shall  repe  with  out  werynes. 
“W hill  we  have  therfore  tyme  lett  vs  do  good  vnto  all  men/  and 
specially  /  vnto  them  which  are  off  the  liousholde  of  fayth. 

Beholdc  how  large  a  letter  I  have  written  vnto  you  with  myne 
awne  honde.  As  many  as  desyre  with  vttwarde  aperaunce  to 
please  carnally  /  they  constrayne  you  to  be  circumcised  /  only  be 
cause  they  wolde  nott  suffre  persecucion  with  the  crosse  off 
Christ.  For  they  them  selves  which  are  circumcised  kepe  not 
the  lawe :  but  desyre  to  have  you  circumcised  that  they  myght 
reioyce  in  yonre  flesshe.  God  forbid  that  I  shulde  reioyce  but 
in  the  crosse  of  cure  lorde  Jesu  Christ  /  wlier  by  the  worlde  is 
crucified  as  touchynge  me  /  and  I  as  concernynge  the  worlde. 
For  in  Christ  Jesu  nether  circumcision  avayleth  eny  thynge  at 
all  nor  vncircumcision :  but  a  newe  creature.  And  as  many  as 
walke  acordynge  to  this  rule/  peace  be  on  them/  and  mercy/ 
and  apon  Israhel  that  pertayneth  to  god.  From  hence  forth/ 
let  no  man  put  nie  to  busynes.  For  1  beare  in  my  bodye  the 
markes  of  the  lorde  Jesu.  Brethren  the  grace  off  oure  lorde 

Jesu  Christe  be  with  yonre  sprete/ 

Amen. 

Vnto  the  Galathyans  written 

from  Rome. 
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C!)e  ty tut  Chapter. 

9Gft  an  apostle  off  Jesu  Christ  /  by  the  will  utt 
God, 

To  the  saynctes  at  Ephesus  /  and  to  them  whichc 
bclcrc  on  Jesus  Christ. 

Grace  be  with  you  und  jmaeo  from  god  nun: 
father/  and  front  die  lords  Jesus  Christ. 

Blessed  be  God  the  father  of  oure  lorde  Jesus 
Christ  /  which  hath  blessed  vs  with  all  maner  of  spiritual!  Ides* 
singes  in  herenly  thynges  by  Christ/  acordynge  as  he  had  chosen 
vs  in  liym  thro  we  love/  before  the  foundacion  of  the  woiide  was 
layde/  that  we  sltulde  be  sayntes/  and  witli  out  blame  in  his 
sight.  And  oideyned  vs  before  vnto  him  silfe  that  we  ahulde  be 
chosen  to  hey  res  throwe  Jesus  Christ  /  accoidyngc  to  the  plcasucr 
of  his  will/  to  the  prayse  of  his  glorious  grace/  where  with  he 
bath  made  vs  accepted  in  the  beloved. 

By  whom  we  have  redempeion  thorow  liis  blud  t  that  is  to  saye 
tlie  forgevenes  off  synnes/  accoidynge  to  the  riches  of  his  grace/ 
which  grace  he  shea  on  vs  obounaantly  in  all  wisdom  /  and  piu- 
dency .  And  hath  openned  onto  vs  the  mistery  of  his  will  acord¬ 
ynge  to  his  pleasure  /  and  perposed  the  same  in  hym  silfe  to  have 
it  declared  when  the  tyme  were  full  come  /  that  all  tliynges/  hot 
the  thynges  which  are  in  heren/  and  also  the  tliynges  which  arc 
in  ertlie/  sbulde  be  gaddered  togedder  /  even  in  Christ :  that  is  to 
saye  in  hym  in  whom  wc  arc  made  hey  res/  and  were  therto  pro 
destinatc  accord  ynge  to  the  purpose  off  hym  which  woricelh  all 
thinges  after  the  purpose  oft  his  owne  will/  that  we  ahulde  In; 
vnto  tlie  prayse  off  his  glory/  which  before  hoped  in  Christ. 

I  n  whom  also  ye  (after  that  ye  herde  the  worde  oil'  truelli  / 
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1  mean  the  gospell  off  youre  health/  wherin  ye  beleved)  were 
sealed  with  that  holy  sprete  off  promes/  which  is  the  ernest  off 
cure  inheritaunce/  to  redeme  the  possession  purchased  vnto  the 
laude  of  his  glory, 

W  her  fore  even  1  (after  that  I  herde  off  the  fayth  which  ye 
have  in  the  lorde  Jesu/  and  love  vnto  all  the  saynctes)  cease 
not  to  gevc  thankes  for  you/  makynge  mencion  off  you  in  my 
prayers/  that  the  God  off  ou re.  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  and  the 
father  off  glory  /  myght  geve  vnto  you  the  sprete  of  wisdom  / 
and  open  to  you  the  knowledge  of  hym  silfe/  and  lighten  the 
eyes  of  youre  myndes  /  that  ye  myght  knowe  what  thynge  that 
hope  is/  where  vnto  he  hath  called  you  /  and  howe  glorious  the 
riches  of  his  inheritaunce  is  apon  the  saynctes/  and  what  is  the 
exccdyugc  great  nes  off  his  power  to  vs  warde  /  which  beleve  ac- 
cordynge  to  the  workynge  off  that  his  mighty  power/  which  he 
wrought  in  Christ  /  when  he  raysed  hym  from  deeth  /  and  sett 
hym  on  his  right  honde  in  hevenly  thynges  /  above  all  rule/ 
power  /  and  myght/  and  dominacion/  and  above  all  names  that 
are  named/  nott  in  this  worlde  only  /  but  also  in  the  worlde  to 
come.  And  hath  put  all  thynges  vnder  his  fete/  and  hath  made 
him  above  all  thynges  /  the  heed  of  the  congregacion  /  which  is 
his  body  /  und  fit i nes  of  hym/  that  filleth  all  in  all  thynges. 

C! If.  Chapter. 

AND  hath  quickened  you  also  that  were  deedd  in  treaspasse 
and  synne/  in  the  which  in  tyme  passed  ye  walked/  acord- 
vnge  to  t.he  course  of  this  worlde/  and  after  the  governer/  that 
nielelh  in  the  aver/  the  sprete  that  worketh  in  the  children  off 
vnbetefe/  amonge  the  which  we  also  had  oure  conversacion  in 
tvme  past/  in  the  lustes  of  oure  flesshe/  and  fullfilled  the  will  off 
the  flesshe/  and  of  tlie  mynde :  and  were  naturally  the  children 
of  wrath  /  even  as  wele  as  wother. 

But  God  which  is  rich  in  mercy  thorow  the  greate  love  wher- 
with  he  loved  vs/  even  when  we  were  deed  by  synne/  hath 
quickened  vs  with  Christ  (For  by  grace  are  ye  saved)  and  with 
hym  hath  raysed  vs  vppe/  and  with  hym  hath  made  vs  sitte  in 
heevenly  thynges/  thorowe  Jesus  Christ/  For  to  shewe  in  tymes 
to  come  the  excedynge  ryches  of  his  grace/  in  kyndnes  to  vs 
warde/  thorowe  Christ  Jesus.  For  by  grace  are  ye  made  safe 
throwe  fayth/  and  that  not  off  youre  selves;  For  it  is  the  gyfte 
of  God  /  and  commeth  not  of  workes/  lest  eny  man  shuldc  host 
hym  silfe.  For  wc  are  his  worckmanahippe/  created  in  Christ 
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Jesu  vnto  good  workes/  vnto  the  which  god  ordeyned  vs  before  / 
that  we  shuide  walke  in  them. 

Wherfore  remember  that  ye  beynge  in  tyme  passed  gentyls  hi 
the  flesshe  /  and  were  called  vneirou incision  off  them  which  are 
called  circumcision  in  the  flesshe/  which  circumcision  is  made 
by  hondes  :  Remember  I  saye/  that  ye  were  att  that  tyme  with 
outen  Christ/  and  were  reputed  aliantes  from  the  commcn  wclth 
of  Israhel  /  and  were  freede  from  the  testamentes  of  promes/ 
and  had  nohope/  and  were  with  out  god  in  this  worldc.  but 
nowe  in  Christ  Jesu  /  ye  whych  a  whyle  agoo  were  farre  off/  are 
made  neye  by  the  bloude  off  Christ. 

For  he  is  oure  peace  /  whych  hath  made  off  both  wone  /  and 
hath  broken  doune  the  wall  in  the  myddes/  that  was  a  stoppe 
bitwene  vs/  and  hath  also  put  awaye  thorowc  his  flesshe/  the 
cause  of  hatred  (thatt  is  to  saye/  the  lawe  of  commaundementes 
contayned  in  the  lawe  written)  for  to  make  of  twayne  wonc  newe 
man  in  hym  silfe/  so  makynge  peace  :  and  to  reconcile  hot  he 
vnto  god  in  one  body  throwe  his  crosse/  and  slcwe  Imttred 
therby :  and  cam  and  preached  peace  to  you  which  were  a  farre 
of/  and  to  them  that  were  neye.  For  thoruwe  hym  we  bothe 
have  an  open  waye  in  /  in  one  sprete  vnto  the  father. 

Nowe  therfore  ye  are  no  moare  strangers  and  foraners :  but 
citesyns  with  the  saynctes/  and  of  the  housholde  of  god  :  and 
are  bitt  apon  the  foundacion  of  the  a]X>stles  and  prophetes/  Jesus 
Christ  beynge  the  heed  corner  stone/  in  whom  every  bildynge 
coupled  togedder/  groweth  vnto  an  holy  temple  in  the  lorde/  in 
whom  ye  also  are  bilt  togedder  /  and  made  an  liabitacion  for  god 
in  the  sprete. 


Cff*  iij.  Chapter. 

Xj'OR  this  cause  1  Paul  the  servaunt  of  Jesus  am  in  bondes/ 
■**  For  youre  sakes  which  are  gentyls.  Yf  ye  have  herdc  of  the 
ministration  of  the  grace  of  god  which  is  geven  me  to  you  wardc : 
For  by  revelacion  shewed  he  this  mistery  vuto  me/  as  I  wrote 
above  in  feawe  wordes/  wher  by/  when  ye  rede  ye  maye  hnowe 
myne  vnderstondynge  in  the  mistery  of  Christ/  which  mistery 
in  tymes  passed  was  nott  opened  vnto  the  sonnes  of  men  as  it  is 
nowe  declared  vnto  his  holy  apostles  and  prophetes  by  the  sprete  : 
that  the  gentyls  shulde  be  inheritours  also  /  and  of  the  same  body  / 
and  partakers  off  his  promis  that  is  in  Christ/  be  the  meanes  of 
the  gospel!/  wherof  I  am  made  a  minister/  by  the  gyfte  of  the 
grace  of  god  geven  vnto  me/  after  the  workynge  of  his  power. 
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Vnto  me  the  lest  of  all  sayntes  is  this  grace  geveo  /  thatt  I 
slmlde  preache  ainonge  tlie  gentyls  the  vnsearchable  ryches  off 
Christ/  and  to  geve  light  to  all  men/  that  they  myght  knowe 
what  is  the  felysliippe  of  the  inistery  i  which  from  the  begynnynge 
off  the  woride  bath  bene  hid  in  God  which  made  all  thynges 
thorowe  Jesus  Christ/  to  the  intent  /  that  nowe  vnto  the  ruclars 
and  powers  in  heven  myght  be  knowen  by  the  congregacion  the 
manyfokle  wisdom  of  god/  accordynge  to  the  etemall  purpose/ 
which  he  purposed  in  Christ  Jesu  oure  lorde/  by  whom  we  are 
bolde  to  drawe  neye  in  that  trust  r  whiche  we  have  by  faytli  on 
liym.  Whertbre  1  desire  /  that  ye  faynt  not  because  of  myne 
adversities  which  I  sutfre  for  you :  which  is  youre  prayse. 

For  this  cause  I  bowc  my  knees  vnto  the  father  of  oure  lorde 
Jesus  Christ /  -which  is  father  over  all  thatt  ys  called  hither  In 
heven  and  in  erth/  that  he  wolde  graunt  you  aeordynge  to  the 
ryches  of  his  glory/  thatt  ye  maye  be  strenghted  with  myght 
by  his  sprctc  in  the  inner  man/  that  Christ  maye  dwell  in  youre 
hertes  by  faytli/  that  yc  beyngc  roted  and  grounded  in  Iowe/ 
myght  l>c  able  to  comprehende  wyth  all  sayntes  /  what  ys  thatt 
bredih  and  length/  deepth  and  heyth  :  and  to  knowe  what  is  the 
love  off  Christ/  which  love  passeth  knowledge :  that  ye  might 
be  fulfilled  with  all  manner  off  fulnes  which  commeth  off  God. 

Vnto  hym  that  ys  able  to  do  excedynge  aboundantly/  above 
all  that  we  axe  or  thynke/  accordynge  to  the  power  thatt  worketh 
in  vs/  be.  prayse  in  the  congregacion  by  Jesus  Christ/  thorowe. 
out  all  generacions  from  tyme  to  tyme  Amen. 

Cf)t  mb  Chapter. 

T  THE11FORE  which  am  in  bondes  for  the  lordes  sake 
exhorte  you/  thatt  ye  walke  worthy  off  the  vocation  wher 
with  ye  are  called/  in  all  humblenes  of  mynde/  and  meknes/ 
andlonge  suflerynge/  forbearinge  one  another  thorowe  love/ and 
that  ye  be  dyligent  to  kepe  the  vnitie  of  the  sprete  in  the  bonde 
of  peace/  beynge  one  body  /  and  one  sprete/  even  as  ye  are  called 
in  one  hope  of  youre  callynge.  Let  therbe  but  one  lorde/  one 
fayth  /  one  baptim  :  one  god  and  father  of  all  /  which  is  above 
all/  thorowe  all  /  and  in  vs  all. 

Vnto  everv  one  of  vs  is  geven  grace  acordinge  to  the  measure 
of  the  gyft  of  Christ,  wherfore  he  saytli :  He  is  gone  vppe  an 
hye/  and  hath  ledde  captmtie  captive/  and  hath  geven  gyftes 
vnto  men.  That  he  ascended:  what  raeaneth  it  /  butt  that  he 
also  descended  fyrst  into  the  lowest  parties  of  the  erth  ?  He 
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that  descended/  is  even  the  same  also  that  ascended  vppe/  even 
above  all  hevens  /  to  fulfill  all  thynges. 

And  the  very  same/  made  some  Apostles/  some  pronliet.es/ 
some  Evangelistes  /  some  Shepperdes  /  some  Teachers :  that  the 
sainctes  might  have  all  thynges  necessary  to  worke  and  minister 
with  all/  to  the  edifyinge  of  the  body  of  Christ/  tyfl  we  every- 
wone  (in  the  vnitie  of  fayth/  and  knowledge  of  the  sonne  of  god) 
growe  vppe  mto  a  parfayte  man  /  after  the  measure  of  age  which 
is  in  the  fulnes  off  Christ :  Thatt  we  hence  forth  be  no  moure 
chyldren  waverynge  and  caryed  with  every  wynde  of  doctryne  / 
by  the  wylynes  of  men  and  craftynes  /  wher  by  they  laye  a  wavte 
for  vs  to  deceave  vs. 

Butt  lett  vs  foiowe  the  trueth  in  lowe  /  and  in  all  thynges  growe 
in  hym  which  is  the  heed  /  that  ys  to  saye  Christ/  in  whom  all 
the  body  ys  coupled  and  knet  togedder/  in  every  ioynt/  where¬ 
with  one  ministreth  to  another  (acordynge  to  the  operacion  as 
every  parte  hath  his  measure)  and  increaseth  the  body  /  vnto  the 
edyfyinge  of  it  silfe  in  love. 

This  1  saye  therfore/  and  testific  in  the  iorde/  that  yc  lienee 
forth  walke  not  as  wother  gcntyls  walke/  in  vanities  off  their 
mynde  /  blynded  m  their  vnderstondynge  /  beynge  straungers  from 
the  lyfe  which  is  in  god  /  thorowe  the  ignorancy  that  is  in  them  / 
be  cause  off  the  blyndnes  off  tlieir  hertes :  which  beynge  past 
repentannee  have  geven  them  selves  vnto  wautauncs/  to  worke 
all  manner  of  vnclennes  even  with  gredynes.  But  ye  have  not 
so  learned  Christ/  Yf  so  be  yc  have  herde  off  hym/  and  are 
taught  in  hym  /  even  as  the  trueth  is  in  Jcsu :  so  as  concern  ynge 
the  conversacion  in  tyme  past/  laye  from  you  that  olde  man  / 
which  is  corrupte  thorowe  the  deceavable  lustes/  and  be  ye 
renued  in  the  sprete  off  youre  myndes/  and  put  on  that  new. 
man/  which  after  a  godly  wyse/  is  shapen  iu  ryghtewesnes/  and 
true  holynes,  Wherfore  putt  awaye  lyinge  /  and  speake  every 
man  trueth  vnto  his  neghbour/  lor  as  moche  as  we  are  members 
one  off  another.  Be  angry  /  but  synne  nott:  lett  nott  the  sonne 
goo  doune  apon  voure  wrathe  /  geve  noplace  vnto  the  backbyter/ 
let  hym  that  stole  steale  no  moare  /  but  let  hym  rather  laboure 
with  his  hondes  some  good  thinge  /  that  he  maye  have  to  geve 
vnto  hym  that  nedeth. 

Let  no  filthy  communicacion  procede  out  of  youre  mouthes  : 
but  thatt  whych  is  good  to  edefye  witli  all  /  when  nede  ys :  that 
it  tnaye  have  faveour  with  the  heares.  And  greve  not  the  holy 
sprete  off  God  /  by  whome  ye  arc  sealed  vnto  the  daye  of  re- 
dempeion.  Let  all  bittemes/  fearsnes  and  wrath  /  roryngc  and 
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misyd  speakynge  /  be  put  awaye  from  you  /  with  all  maliciousnes. 
1>e  ye  courteouse  one  to  another  /  be  mercifuil  forgevynge  one 
another  /  even  as  God  for  Christes  sake  forgave  you. 


Cf)t  6.  Chapter. 


X>E  ye  counterfeters  of  god  as  derc  children/  and  walke  in  love 
even  as  Christ  loved  vs/  and  gave  hytn  silfe  for  vs/  an 
oflerynge  and  a  Bacrifyce  of  a  swete  saver  to  god.  So  that  for- 
nicacion/  and  all  vnclennes/  or  coveteousnes  /  be  not  once/ 
named  amonge  you  /  as  it  be  commeth  saynctes  :  nether  filthy* 
ncs/  nether  folislic  talkyng/  nether  gestinge/  which  are  not  comly : 
but  rather  gevynge  of  thankes.  For  this  ye  knowe/  that  no 
whormonger/  other  vnclene  person/  or  coveteous  person  (which 
is  the  worshipper  off  y mages)  hath  any  inheritaunce  in  the  kyng- 
dom  of  Christ  /  and  of  god. 

T^ett  no  man  deccave  you  with  vayne  wordes.  For  thorowe 
soche  thvnges  commeth  the  wrath  off  god  apon  the  chyldren  of 
vnbelefe.  Be  not  therfore  companions  with  them.  Ye  were 
once  derckncs/  but  are  nowe  light  in  the  lorde. 

Walke  os  Children  of  light.  For  the  frute  off  the  spretc  is/ 
in  all  goodnes/  rightewesnes  /  and  trueth.  Accept  thatt  which 
is  pleasyngc  to  tire  lorde :  and  have  no  fellishippe  with  the 
vnfrutfull  workes  of  dercknes :  butt  rather  rebuke  them.  For  it 
is  shame  even  to  name  those  thynges  which  are  done  of  them  in 
secrete:  but  all  thinges/  when  they  are  rebuked  of  the  light  /  are 
manifest.  For  whatsoever  is  manifest/  that  same  is  light. 
Whcrfore  he  sayth :  awake  thou  that  slepest  /  and  stood  vppe 
from  deeth  /  and  Christ  shall  geve  the  light. 

Take  ho.de  therfore  that  ye  walke  circumspectly :  not  as  foies : 
but  as  wyse/  redemy nge  the  tyme:  for  the  dayes  are  evyll  : 
wherfore/  be  ye  nottvnwyse:  but  vnderstond  what  the  will  of 
the  lorde  is/  and  be  not  dronke  with  wyne/  wherin  is  excesse: 
but  be  fiilfilled  with  the  sprete/  sjieakynge  vnto  youre  selves  in 
(isalmcs/  and  ymmes/  and  spretuail  songes/  syngynge  and  play* 
ingc  to  tbe  lonle  in  youre  hertes/  gevynge  thankes  ail  ways  for 
all  thynges  in  the  name  of  oure  lorde  Jesu  Christ  to  god  the 
father :  submittyngc  youre  selves  one  to  another  in  the  feare 
of  god. 

Wemc-n  submit  youre  selves  vnto  youre  awne  husbandes  /  as 
vnto  the  lorde :  For  the  husbande  is  the  wyves  heed  /  even  as 
Christ  is  the  heed  off'  the  congregacion /  and  the  same  is  the 
saveoure  off  tlie  body.  Therfore  as  the  congregacion ’ is  in  sub- 
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ieccion  to  Christ/  lykwyse  let  the  wyves  be  in  subieccion  to 
their  husbandes  in  all  thinges.  Husbandes  love  youre  wyves/ 
even  as  Christ  loved  the  congregacion /  and  gave  him  silfe  for  it/ 
to  sauctifie  it/  and  clensed  it  in  the  fountayne  of  water  thorowe 
the  worde/  to  make  it  vnto  hym  silfe  /  a  glorious  congregacion 
with  oute  spote/  or  wrynckle  or  eny  soch  tliyngc:  but  that  it 
shulde  be  holy  and  with  out  blame. 

So  ought  men  to  love  their  wyves/  as  their  awne  bodies.  He 
that  loveth  his  wyfe  t  loveth  hym  sylfe.  For  no  man  ever  yet  / 
hated  his  awne  fiesshe :  Butt  norysshith  /  and  cherisith  itt :  even 
as  the  lorde  doth  the  congregacion :  for  we  ar  members  of  liys 
body  /  off  his  flesshe  /  and  of  his  bones.  For  this  cause  shall  a 
man  leave  father  and  mother  /  and  shall  continue  with  hys  wyfe/ 
aud  two  shalbe  made  one  flesshe.  This  is  a  grett  secrete/  but  l 
speake  bitwene  Christ  and  the  congregacion.  Neverthelesse  do 
ye  so  that  every  one  off  you  love  hys  wyfe  truely  even  as  hym 
sylfe :  And  lett  the  wyfe  se  that  she  feare  her  husbande. 


C! )t  Chapter. 

^HYLDREN  obey  youre  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  lorde : 
^  for  so  is  it  right.  Honoure  father  and  mother/  that  is 
the  fyrst  commaundement  that  hath  eny  protnes/  that  thou 
mayest  be  in  goodc  estate/  and  live  longe  on  the  ortlic.  Fa¬ 
thers/  move  not  youre  chyldren  to  wrath :  butt  brynge  them 
vppe  with  the  norter  and  informacion  off  the  lorde.  Servauntes 
be  obedient  vnto  youre  earn  all  masters/  with  feare  and  trem- 
blynge/  in  synglenes  of  youre  hertes/  as  vnto  Christ:  not  with 
service  in  the  eye  sight  as  men  pleasars :  butt  as  the  servauntes 
of  Christ/  doynge  the  wyli  off  god  from  the  herte  with  good 
will/  even  as  though  ye  served  the  lorde/  and  not  men.  And 
remember  that  what  soever  good  thynge  eny  man  doeth/  thatt 
shall  he  receave  agayne  off  the  lorde/  whether  he  be  bonde  or 
fre.  And  ye  masters/  do  even  the  game  thynges  vnto  them/ 
puttyuge  awaye  tlireatenynges  :  and  remember  thatt  even  youre 
master  also  is  in  heven/  nether  is  there  eny  respecte  off  persone 
with  hym. 

Finally/  my  brethren  be  stronge  in  the  lorde/  and  in  the 
power  of  his  myght.  Put  on  the  armour  of  god  /  that  ye  maye 
stonde  stedfast  agaynst  the  crafty  assautes  off  the  devytl.  For 
we  wrestle  not  agaynst  fiesshe  and  bloud:  but  agaynst  ruele/ 
agaynst  power  /  and  agaynst  worldy  ruelars  of  the  darcknes  of 
this  worlde  /  agaynst  spretuall  wickednes  in  hevenly  thynges. 
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For  this  cause  take  vnto  you  the  arraoure  off  god  /  that  ye 
maye  be  able  to  resist  in  the  evyll  daye/  and  to  stonde  perfect 
in  all  thinges. 

Stonde  thcrfore  aud  yourc  loynes  gyrd  aboute  with  veritie/ 
havvnge  on  the  brcst  plate  of  rightewesnes  /  and  shood  with 
sliewcs  prepared  by  the  gospell  of  peace.  Above  all  take  to  you 
the  sheide  off  fayth/  wherwtth  ye  maye  qtienche  ail  the  fyrie 
dartes  of  the  wicked,  and  take  the  helmet  off  heelth/  and  the 
swearde  of  the  sprete/  which  is  the  worde  of  god/  and  prayc  all 
waves  with  all  manner  prayer  and  supplicacion :  and  that  tu  the 
sprete :  and  watch  thervnto  with  all  instance  and  supplicacion 
for  all  saynctes/  and  for  me  that  vtteraunce  maye  be  geven  vnto 
me/  that  I  maye  open  my  mought  boldly/  to  vtter  the  secretes 
of  the  gospell/  wher  of  I  am  a  messenger  in  bondes/  that  there  in 
I  maye  spe&ke  frely/  as  it  becommeth  roe  to  speake. 

But  that  ye  maye  also  knowe  what  condicion  I  am  in  /  and 
what  1  do/  Tichicus  my  deaxe  brother  and  faythfull  minister  in 
the  lorde/  shall  shewe  you  off  all  thynges/  whom  I  sent  vnto 
you  for  the  same  purpose  /  that  ye  myght  knowe  what  case  I 
stonde  in  /  and  that  he  myght  comfort  youre  hertes. 

Peace  be  with  the  brethren/  and  love  with  feyth  from  god  the 
father/  and  from  the  lorde  Jesu  Christ.  Grace  be  with 
all  them  which  love  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ 

in  puernes  t  Amen. 


Sent  from  Rome  vnto  the  Epiie- 

syans  by  Tichicus. 


Y 
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«&t  (grot  Chapter. 

aa*.  and  Timotheus  the  servauntes  of  Jcsu 
Christ.  To  all  the  saynctes  in  Christ  Jesu 
which  are  at  Phiiippos/  with  the  bissliaps /  and 
deacons. 

Grace  be  with  you  and  peace  from  God  oure 
father  /  and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christe. 

I  thankc  my  god  with  all  remerabraunce  oil' 
you/  all  wayes  in  my  prayers  for  you  all  /  and  praye  with  glad- 
nes/  be  cause  of  the  fellowship  which  ye  have  in  the  gospel! 
from  the  fyrst  daye  vnto  nowe/  and  am  suerly  certified  off  this/ 
that  he  which  began  a.  god  worke  in  you  shall  performc  it  vntill 
the  daye  off  Jesus  Christ/  as  it  becommeth  me  so  to  iudgc  oil 
you  all/  because  I  have  you  in  my  hertc/  and  have  you  also 
every  one  companions  off  grace  with  me  /  even  in  my  bondes  as 
J  defende  /  and  stablisshe  the  gospell. 

God  beareth  me  recorde  howe  greatly  I  longc  after  you  all  from 
the  very  herte  rote  in  Jesus  Christ.  And  this  I  praye/  that  you  re 
love  maye  increase  more  and  more  in  knowledge/  and  in  all 
fealynge/  that  yc  myght  accepto  thinges  most  excellent/  that 
ye  myght  be  pure  ana  soche  as  shulde  hurte  nomannes  con¬ 
science/  vntill  the  daye  of  Christ/  filled  with  the  frutes  of  righ- 
tewesnes/  which  frutes  come  by  Jesus  Christ  vnto  the  glory  and 
laude  of  God. 

I  wolde  ye  vnderstode  brethern  that  my  kusyncs  is  happened 
vnto  tire  greiter  furtherynge  off  the  gospell.  So  that  my  bondes 
in  Christ  are  manifest  thorowe  out  all  the  judgement  hall :  and 
in  all  wother  places/  in  so  moche  that  many  off  the  brethren 
in  the  lorde  are  boldned  thorowe  my  bondes  /  and  dare  more 
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largely  speake  the  worde  with  out  feare.  Some  there  are  which 
preache  Christ  of  cnvic  and  stryfe  /  and  some  off  good  will. 
The  one  parte  preacheth  Christ  off  stryfe  /  and  not  purely  /  sup- 
posvnge  to  adde  more  adversitie  to  my  bondes.  The  wother 
parte  of  love/  be  cause  they  se  that  I  am  sett  to  defend  the 

gospell. 

What  thynge  is  this?  Notwithstond ynge  by  all  maner  wayse/ 
whether  it  be  by  occasion  or  of  trueth/  yet  Christ  is  preached  : 
and  therfore  I  ioye.  Yee  and  will  ioye.  For  I  knowe  that 
this  shalbe  for  my  health/  thorowe  youre  prayer/  and  minis- 
tringe  of  the  sprete  of  Jesu  Christ/  as  I  hertely  loke  fere  and 
hope/  that  in  nothinge  I  shalbe  ashamed :  but  that  with  all 
confidence  /  as  all  wayes  in  tymes  past/  even  soo  nowe  Christ 
shalbe  magnified  in  my  body  /  whether  it  be  thorowe  lyfe/  or  els 
deeth.  For  Christ  is  to  me  lyfe/  and  deeth  is  to  me  avauntage. 

Yf  it  chaunce  me  to  live  in  the  flesshe/  that  is  to  me  frutfuli 
forto  worke/  and  wliat  to  chose  I  wote  not.  1  am  constrayned 
of  two  tliynges  r  I  desyre  to  be  lowsed/  and  to  be  with  Christ/ 
which  thynge  is  best  of  all.  Neverthelesse  to  abyde  in  the 
flesshe  is  rooare  nedfull  for  you.  And  this  am  I  sure  of/  that  I 
shall  abyde/  and  with  you  all  continue  /  for  the  fbrtheraunce  and 
ioye  of  youre  fayth/  that  ye  maye  moare  aboundantly  reioyce  in 
Jesus  Christ  throwe  me/  by  my  commynge  to  you  agayne. 

Only  let  your  conversacion  be/  as  it  be  commeth  the  gospell 
of  Christ:  that  whether  I  come  and  se  you  /  or  els  be  absent/ 1 
maye  yet  hcarc  of  you/  that  ye  continue  in  one  sprete  /  and  in 
one  soule  labouryng  as  we  do  to  mayntavne  the  fayth  of  the 
gospell/  and  in  nothynge fearynge  youre  adversaries:  which  is 
to  them  a  token  of  perdicion  /  and  to  you  a  signe  of  health  /  and 
that  of  god  For  vnto  you  it  is  geven  /  that  not  only  ye  shutde 
Ixdcvc  on  Christ :  but  also  suffre  for  his  sake  /  and  have  even 
the  same  fyglit  which  ye  sawe  me  have  and  nowe  heare  of  me. 

i).  Chapter. 

IF  there  be  amongeyou  eny  consolacion  in  Christ  /  yf  there  be 

eny  comfortable  love  /  yf  there  be  eny  fellishippe  of  the  sprete  / 

vtt'  there  be  eny  compassion  on  mercy/  fulfill  my  ioye/  that  ye 

drawe  one  way e/  havynge  one  love/  beynge  of  one  acorde/  and 

of  one  my  tide  /  that  nothynge  bedone  thorowe  stryfe  or  vayne 

glory/  but  in  meknes  of  mynde.  Let  every  person  thynke 

every  other  man  better  then  hym  silfe/  so  that  ye  considre  every 

mun/  not  what  is  in  hym  silfe  :  But  what  is  in  wother  meu. 

%• 
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Let  the  some  my n tie  be  in  you  the  which  was  iu  Christ  Jcsu  : 
Which  beynge  in  the  shape  off  god  /  and  thougiit  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equall  with  god.  Neverthelesse  he  made  hym  silfe  of  no 
reputacion  /  and  toke  on  hym  the  shape  of  a  servaunte  /  and  be- 
cam  lyke  vnto  men/  and  was  found e  in  his  aparell  as  a  man. 
He  humbled  hym  silfe  and  becam  obedient  vnto  the  deeth/  even 
the  deeth  of  the  crossc,  Wherfore  God  hath  exalted  hvm  t  and 
geven  hym  a  name  above  all  names :  that  in  the  name  off  Jesus 
shulde  every  knee  bo  we/  both  of  tliynges  in  heven  /  and  thynges 
in  erth  and  thynges  vnder  erth/  and  that  all  tonges  shulde  ctm- 
fesse  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  lorde  vnto  the  prayse  of  god  the 
father, 

Wherfore  my  dearly  beloved  /  as  ye  have  always  obeyed  /  not 
when  I  was  present  only  /  but  nowe  moche  more  in  myn  absence  / 
even  so  perforate  youre  owne  health  with  feare  and  tremblynge. 
For  it  is  god  which  worketh  in  you  /  both  the  will  and  also  the 
dede/  even  of  good  wilL 

Do  all  thynge  with  out  murmurynge  and  disputynge  /  that 
ye  maye  be  faute  lesse/  and  pure/  and  the  souucs  of  God/  with 
out  rebuke  /  in  the  middes  of  a  croked/  and  a  perverse  nacion  < 
amonge  which  se  that  ye  shyne  as  lightes  in  the  worlde/  holdinge 
fast  the  worde  of  lyfe/  vnto  my  reioysynge  iu  the  daye  of  Christ  / 
that  1  have  not  runne  in  vayne/  neUier  have  labored  in  vavue. 
Yee  and  though  I  be  offered  vppe  on  youre  sacrifice  and  youre 
servinge  of  god  in  the  fayth:  I  reioyce  and  reioyce  with  you  all. 
For  the  same  cause  also/  reioyce  ye  /  and  reioyce  ye  with  me.. 

I  trust  in  the  lorde  Jesus  forto  sende  Tinmtheus  shortly/  vnto 
you  /  that  I  also  maye  be  off  good  comforte  /  when  I  knowe  what, 
case  ye  stonde  in.  For  I  have  no  man  that  is  so  lyke  mynded 
to  me/  which  with  so  pure  affeccion  carelh  for  youre  matters. 
For  all  wother  seke  their  awnc/  and  not  that  which  is  Jesus 
Christes.  Ye  knowe  the  proffe  of  hym  /  howe  that  as  a  soma* 
with  the  father/  so  with  me  bestowed  he  his  labour  apon  the 
gospel!.  Hym  trust  I  to  sende  as  sone  as  1  knowe  howe  it  will 
go  with  me.  I  trust  in  the  lorde  that  I  also  my  silfe  shall  come 
shortly. 

I  supposed  it  necessary  to  sende  brother  Epaphroditus  vnto 
you/  my  companion  in  laboure  and  felowesodier  /  youre  Apostle/ 
and  my  minister  at  my  nedes.  For  he  longed  after  you  /  and 
was  full  off  hevines  >  be  cause  that  ye  had  herd e  saye  that  he 
shulde  besteke/  and  no  doute  he  was  sicke/  and  that  neye  vnto 
deeth/  but  god  had  mercy  on  hym  :  not  on  hym  only  /  but  on 
me  also  /  lest  I  shulde  have  had  sorowe  opon  sorowo. 
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(  sent  hym  therfore  the  diligentliar  /  that  when  ye  shulde  se 
hym/  ye  myght  reioyce  agayne  /  and  I  myght  be  the  lease 
sorowfull.  Receave  hym  thetfore  in  the  lorde  with  all  gladnes  t 
and  make  moohe  off  soche :  be  cause  that  for  the  worke  off 
Christ  he  went  so  farre/  that  he  was  nye  vnto  deeth  /  and  regarded 
not  his  lyfe/  to  fulfill  that  service  winch  was  lakynge  on  youre 
parte  towarde  me. 


Ctjr  tt).  Chapter. 


1V1  O^^VER  brethren  myne/  reioyce  in  the  lorde/  It  grevetli 
me  not  to  write  the  very  same  thynges  vnto  you.  For  to 


you  it  is  asure  thy  nge.  Beware  of  dogges/  beware  off  evyll 
workers  Beware  of  dissenckm :  For  we  arc  circumcision  which 


worshippe  got!  in  the  sprete/  and  reioyce  in  Christ  Jesu/  and 
have  no  confidence  in  the  flesshe :  though  I  have  wher  off  I 
myght  reioyce  in  the  flesshe.  Yfeny  wother  man  thynketh  that 
he  hath  wher  off  he  myght  trust  in  the  flesshe  :  moche  moare  I : 
circumcised  the  eyght  daye/  off  the  kynretl  off  Israhell/  off  the 
trybe  of  Beuiamyn  an  Ebrue  borne  of  the  Ebrues :  as  concern- 
ynge  the  lawe/  a  pharisaye/  and  as  concemynge  ferventnes  I 
persecuted  the  congnegacion/  and  as  touchy nge  ilte  rightewesnes 
which  is  in  the  lawe  I  was  soche  a  won  as  no  man  coulde  com* 
playne  on. 

But  the  thynges  that  were  wynnynge  vnto  me  I  counted  losse 
for  Cbristes  sake.  Ye  I  thinke  alt  thynges  but  losse  for  that 
excellent  knowledges  sake  of  Christ  Jesu  my  lorde :  For  whom 
I  have  counted  all  thy  nge  losse  /  and  do  iudgethem  but  donge/ 
that  1  myght  wynne  Christ/  and  myght  be  founde  in  hym/  nott 
havynge  myne  awne  rightewesnes  which  is  off  the  lawe :  But 
that  which  spryngoth  off  the  ffayth  which  is  in  Christ.  I  mean 
the  rightewesnes  which  commeth  of  God  throwc  fayth  in  know- 
yngc  hym  /  and  the  vertue  of  his  resurreccion/  and  the  fellow- 
sbippe  of  his  passions/  that  I  myght  be  conformable  vnto  his 
deeth  t  yf  by  eny  raeanes  1  myght  attaync  vnto  the  resurreccion 
from  deeth. 

Not  as  though  I  had  all  redy  receaved  it/  other  were  all  redy 
parfect:  but  I  folowe/  yfthat  1  maye  comprehcndc  that/  wherin 
1  atn  comprehended  of  Christ  Jesu.  Brethrcu  I  counte  not  my 
silfe  that  I  have  gotten  it:  but  one  thynge  I  saye:  I  forget  that 
which  is  behynde  me  /  and  stretche  my  silfe  vnto  that  which  is 
before  me  and  prcace  vnto  the  marke  apoynted  /  to  obtayne  the 
rewarde  of  the  hye  callynge  ofGod  in  Christ  Jesu.  Let  vs  iher- 
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fore  as  many  as  be  perfect  be  thus  wyse  minded :  and  yf  ye  be 
wother  wyse  minded/  I  praye  God  open  even  this  vnto  you. 
Neverthelesse  in  that  where  vnto  we  are  come/  let  vs  procede  by 
one  rule  /  that  we  maye  be  off  one  acorde. 

Brethren  counterfayte  me/  and  loke  on  them  which  walke 
even  so/  as  ye  have  vs  for  an  ensample.  For  many  walke  (off 
whom  I  have  tolde  you  often  /  and  nowe  tell  you  wepynge)  that 
they  are  the  enemyes  off  the  crosse  off  Christ  /  whose  ende  is 
dampnacion/  whose  God  is  their  bely  and  glory  to  their  shame/ 
which  are  worldely  mynded.  But  oure  convcrsacion  is  in  heven  / 
from  whence  we  loke  for  the  saveour  Jesus  Christ/  which  shall 
chaunge  into  another  fassion  oure  vile  bodies/  that  they  maye 
be  fassioned  lyke  unto  his  glorious  body/  acordynge  to  the 
workynge  wherby  he  is  able  to  subdue  all  tbinges  vnto  hym  silfe. 

€l)t  ifij.  Chapter. 

TTERFOllE  brethren  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for  /  my  iove 
and  croune/  so  continue  beloved  in  the  lorde.  1  praye 
Evodias  /and  bescche  Sintiches  that  they  be  of  one  acorde  in 
the  lorde.  Yee  and  I  beseche  the  faytlmill  yockfclowe/  helpe 
the  wemen  which  labored  with  me  in  the  gospeil/  and  with 
Clement  also/  and  with  wother  my  labour  felowes/  whose  names 
are  in  the  boke  off  lyfe.  Rcioyce  in  the  lorde  alwaye/  and 
agayne  1  save  reioyce.  Lette  youre  softenes  be  knowen  vnto  all 
men.  The  lorde  is  even  at  honde.  Be  nott  carfull :  butt  in  all 
thynges  shewe  your  peticion  vnto  god  in  prayer  and  suplecaciou 
with  gevynge  of  thankes.  and  the  peace  off  god  which  passed) 
all  vnderstondynge  kepe  youre  hertes/  and  myndes  in  Christ 
Jesu. 

Furthermore  brethren/  whatsoever  thynges  are  true/  whatso¬ 
ever  thynges  are  honest  /  whatsoever  thynges  arc  iust/  whatso¬ 
ever  thynges  are  pure/  whatsoever  thynges  pertayne  to  love/ 
whatsoever  thynges  are  off  honest  reporte/  yff  there  be  env 
verteous  thynge/  yf  there  be  eny  laudable  thynge /  those  same 
have  ye  in  youre  mynde/  which  ye  have  both  learned  and 
receaved/  herde  and  also  sene  in  me:  those  thynges  do/  and 
the  god  of  peace  shalbe  with  you.  I  reioysed  in  the  lorde 
greatly  /  that  nowe  at  the  last  ye  are  revived  /  and  are  wexed 
myndfull  of  me  agayne  in  that  wherin  ye  were  also  myndfull/ 
but  ye  lacked  aportunitie.  I  speak e  not  be  cause  of  nccessitie/ 
For  I  have  learned  in  whatsoever  estate  I  am/  therewith  to  be 
content.  I  can  both  cast  doune  my  silfe/ 1  can  also  cxccdc. 
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Every  where  /  and  in  ail  thynges  I  am  instructed/  both  to  be 
full  /  and  to  be  hongry :  to  have  plenty  /  and  to  Buffre  nede.  I 
can  do  ail  thynges  thorow  the  helpe  off  Christ  /  which  strength eth 
me.  Nott  wistondynge  ye  have  wele  done/  that  ye  bare* parte 
with  me  in  my  tribulacion. 

Ye  of  Phillippos  knowe  that  in  the  begynnynge  of  the  gospell/ 
when  I  departed  from  Macedonia  /  no  congregacion  bare  parte 
with  me  as  concernynge  gevynge  and  recearynge  but  ye  only. 
For  when  I  was  in  Tessalonica/  ye  sent  once/  and  afterwarde 
agayne/  vnto  my  nedcs:  nott  that  I  desyre  gyftes :  butt  I  desyre 
aboundant  frute  on  youre  parte.  1  receaved  all/  and  have 
plentie.  I  was  even  filled  after  that  I  had  receaved  of  Epa- 
phroditus  /  that  wliich  cam  from  you  /  an  odour  that  smelleth 
swete  f  a  sacrifice  accepted  and  pfesaunt  to  God.  My  god  ful¬ 
fill  ail  youre  nedes  thorowe  his  glorious  ryches  in  Jesu  Christ. 

Vnto  God  and  oure  father  be  prayse  for  ever  more  Amen. 

Salute  all  the  sanctes  in  Christ  Jesu.  The  brethren 
which  arc  with  me  grete  yon.  All  the  sanctes 
salute  you.  and  most  of  all  they  which  are  of 
the  Emperours  housholde.  The  grace 

off  oure  lorde  Jesu  Cluist  be  with 

you  all  Amen. 

Sent  from  Rome  by  Epaphroditus. 
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Cbt  fprst  chapter. 

an  Apostle  off  Jesu  Christ  by  the  will  of 
god  /  and  brother  Timotheus. 

To  the  sayntes  which  are  at  Colossa:  and 
brethren  that  beleve  in  Christ. 

Grace  be  with  you  and  peace  from  god  oure 
father  /  and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ. 

_  We  geve  thankes  to  god  the  father  of  ourc 

lorde  Jesus  Christ  alwayes  for  you  in  oure  prayers  /  scucc  we 
herde  of  youre  fayth  which  ye  have  in  Christ  Jesu  :  and  of  the 
love  which  ye  beare  to  all  sayntes  for  the  hopes  sake  which  is 
layde  vppe  in  store  for  you  in  heven/  of  which  hope  ye  have 
herde  by  the  true  worde  off  the  gospel!/  which  is  come  vnto  you  / 
even  as  it  is  in  to  all  the  worlde/  and  is  frutfull  as  it  is  amonge 
you /  from  the  fyrst  daye  in  the  which  ye  herde  of  it/  and  had 
experience  of  the  grace  of  god  in  the  trueth/  as  ye  learned  of 
Epaphra/  ouredeare  felowe  servaunt/  which  is  for  .you  afaythfull 
minister  in  Christ/ which  also  declared  vnto  vs  youre  love/  which 
ye  have  in  the  sprete. 

For  this  cause  we  also/  sence  the  dayfe  we  herde  of  hit  have 
not  ceasyd  prayinge  for  you/  and  desyringe  that  ye  myglit  be 
fulfilled  with  the  knowledge  of  his  will  /  in  all  wisdom  and  sprot- 
uall  vnderstondynge/  that  ye  myght  walke  worthy  of  the  lorde 
in  all  thynges  thatt  please/  beynge  frutfull  in  all  good  workes 
and  encreasynge  in  the  knowledge  of  God  strengthed  with  oil 
myght/  throwe  hys  glorious  power/  vnto  all  paciencc/  and  longc 
sufterynge/  with  ioyfulnes/  gevynge  thankes  vnto  the  father 
which  hath  made  vs  mete  to  be  part  takers  of  the  enheritaunee 
of  saynctes  in  the  light. 

which  hath  delivered  vs  from  the  power  of  dercknes/  and  hath 
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translated  vs  in  to  the  kyngdom  of  his  dere  sonne/  in  whom  we 
have  redempc  ion  tliorowe  his  bloud  /  that  is  to  saye  forgevenes 
of  sinnes/  which  is  the  ymage  of  the  invisible  god  /  fyrat  begotten 
before  all  creatures:  for  by  him  were  all  thynges  created / 
thynges  that  arc  in  heven  /  and  thynges  that  are  in  erth :  thynges 
visible/  and  thynges  invisible :  whether  they  be  maieste  or  lord- 
shippe/  other  rule  or  power.  AH  thinges  are  creatyd  by  hym/ 
and  in  hym/  and  he  is  before  all  thynges  /  and  in  hym  all  thynges 
have  there  beynge. 

And  he  is  the  heed  of  the  body/  that  is  to  wit  Of  the  congre- 
gacion  /  he  is  the  begynnynge  and  fyrst  begotten  of  the  deed  / 
that  in  all  thynges  he  might  have  the  preeminence.  For  it 
pleased  the  father  that  in  hym  Bhulde  all  fulnes  dwell/  and  by 
hym  to  reconcile  ail  tliynge  vnto  hym  silfe/  and  to  set  at  peace 
by  him  throw  the  bloud  of  his  erosse  both  thynges  in  heven  and 
thynges  in  erth. 

And  you  (which  were  in  tymes  past  straungers/  and  cnymes  / 
be  cause  yourc  myndes  were  set  in  evyll  workes)  hath  he  nowc 
reconciled  in  the  body  of  his  flesshe  thorowe  deeth/  to  make  you 
holy  /  and  soche  as  no  man  couldc  complayne  on/  and  witli  out 
faut  In  his  awne  sight/  yf  ye  continue  grounded  and  stablysshed 
in  the  fayth/  and  be  not  moved  awaye  from  the  hope  of  the  g os- 
pull/  wherof  ye  have  herde/  howe  that  it  is  preached  amonge  all 
creatures/  which  are  vnder  heven/  wher  of  I  Paul  am  made 
a  minister. 

Nowc  ioye  1  in  my  passions  which  I  suffre  for  you  /  and  fulfill 
that  which  is  behynde  off  the  affliedons  off  Christ  in  my  flesshe 
for  his  boddics  sake/  which  is  the  congregadon /  wher  of  am  I 
made  a  minister  acordyuge  to  the  ordinaunce  of  god/  which  ordi¬ 
nal!  uce  was  geven  me  vnto  you  warde/  to  fulfill  the  worde  of  god/ 
that  mistery  hid  sence  the  worlde  began/  and  sence  the  begyn- 
uynge  of  generacions :  But  nowe  is  opened  to  his  saynctes/  to 
whom  god  wolde  make  knowen  the  glorious  riches  of  his  mistery 
amonge  the  gcntyls/  which  riches  is  Christ  in  you  /  the  hope  of 
glory/  whom  we  preach  wamynge  all  men/  and  teachynge  all 
men  in  all  wisdom/  to  make  all  men  parfait  in  Christ  Jesu: 
Wherin  I  also  labour  and  stryre/  even  as  farforth  as  hys  workynge 
worketh  in  me  myghtely. 


C$e  deconbr  Cljaptrr. 


f 

WOI.DE  ye  knewe  what  fyghtinge  I  have  for  youre  sakes 
and  for  them  of  Ladicia  /  and  for  as  many  us  have  not  sene 
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my  parson  in  the  flesshe/  that  their  hertes  myglit  be  comforted 
and  knet  togedder  in  love/  and  in  all  ryches  of  full  vnderstond- 
ynge/  forto  knowe  the  mistery  off  God  the  father  and  of  Christ 
m  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge. 
This  I  Baye  lest  eny  man  shulde  begylde  you  with  entysynge 
wordes.  For  though  I  be  absent  in  the  flesshe /  yet  am  I  present 
with  you  in  the  sprete  ioyinge  and  beholding  the  order  that  ye 
kepe/  and  youre  stedfast  fayth  in  Christ.  As  ye  have  therfore 
receaved  Christ  Jesu  the  lorde  /  even  so  walke  roted  and  bylt  in 
hym/  and  stedfaste  in  the  fayth/  as  ye  have  learned  :  and  tlicrin 
be  plenteous  in  gevynge  thankes. 

Beware  lest  euy  man  come  and  spoyle  you  thorowe  philosophy 
and  disceatfull  van i tie/  thorowe  the  tradicioos  of  men  /  and  ordi¬ 
nation  s  after  the  worlde/  and  not  after  Christ.  For  in  him 
dwelleth  all  the  fulnes  of  the  godheed  boddyly/  and  ye  are  full 
in  him  /  which  is  the  heed  of  all  rule  and  power/  in  whom  also 
ye  are  circumcised  with  circumcision  made  with  out  hondes/  by 
puttynge  of  the  sinfull  boddy  of  the  flesshe/  thorowe  the  circum¬ 
cision  that  is  in  Christ  /  In  that  ye  are  buryed  with  hira  thorowe 
baptim/  in  whom  ye  are  also  rysen  agayne  thorowe  faith/  that  is 
wroght  by  the  operacion  of  god  which  raysed  hym  from  deeth. 

And  hath  with  hym  quyekened  you  olso  which  were  deed  in 
synne  and  in  the  vncircumcision  of  youre  flesshe/  and  hath  for- 
geven  vs  oure  trespases/  and  hath  put  out  the  obligacion  that 
was  agaynst  vs/  made  in  the  lawe  written/  and  tliatt  hath  he 
taken  out  of  the  waye/  and  hath  fastened  it  on  his  crosse/  and 
hath  spoylcd  rule  and  power/  and  hath  made  a  she  we  of  them 
openly  /  and  hath  triumphed  over  them  in  his  awne  persone. 

Let  noman  therfore  trouble  youre  consciences  aboutc  meatc 
and  dryncke.  or  for  a  pece  of  an  holydaye/  as  the  holydayc  of 
the  newe  mone  or  of  the  saboth  day e/  which  are  nothings  but 
shaddowes  of  thynges  to  come :  but  the  body  is  in  Christ.  Lett 
noo  man  make  you  shiite  at  a  wronge  marke/  which  after  his 
awne  ymaginacion  walketli  in  the  humblenes  of  angels  /  thinges 
-which  he  never  Bawe :  causlesse  puft  vppe  with  his  Hesshly 
mynde/  and  holdeth  not  the  heed/  wher  of  all  the  body  by 
ioyntes  and  couples  receaveth  norisshment/  and  is  knet  to- 
gedder/  and  encreaseth  with  the  in  creasynge  that  conmieth 
of  god. 

Whcrfore  if  ye  be  deed  with  Christ  from  doctrine  of  the  worlde: 
Why  as  though  ye  .yet  lived  in  the  worlde/  are  ye  ledde  with 
tradicions  of  them  that  saye?  Touche  not/  Tast  not/  Handle 
not:  which  all  perysshe  with  the  vsynge  of  them  /  and  are  after  the 
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commaundmentes/  and  doctryns  of  men :  which  thinges  have 
the  similitude  of  wisdom  in  chosen  holynes/  and  humbleness  and 
in  thatt  they  spare  not  the  body  /  and  do  the  flesshe  no  worshyppe 
vnto  his  nede. 


iij.  CijapUr. 


I 


<  ye  be  tnen  rysen  agayne  witn  unnst  seke  those  thynges 
which  are  above/  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  honde  of 

god.  Set  y cmre  affeccioo  on  thynges  that  are  above/  and  not  on 

thynges  which  are  on  the  erth.  For  ye  are  deed/  and  youre  lyfe 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  god.  When  Christ  which  is  oure  lyfe  shall 
shewe  hym  silfe/  then  shall  ye  also  apere  with  hym  in  glory. 
Mortific  therforc  voure  members  which  are  on  the  erth/  for- 


V 

which  thynges  ye  walked  once/  when  ye  lived  in  them. 

But  nowe  put  ye  also  awaye  from  you  all  thynges/  wrath/ 
fearsnes/  maliciousness  cursed  speakynge/  filthy  speakynge  out 
of  youre  mouthes.  Lye  not  one  to  another/  seynge  that  ye  have 
put  off  the  olde  man  with  his  workes/  and  have  putt  on  the  nue/ 
which  is  renued  in  knowledge  of  god/  after  the  ymage  of  hym 
that  made  hym/  where  is  nether  greke  ner  iewe/  circumcision 
nor  vncircumcision/  Barbarous  or  Sithian  t  bonde  orfre:  Butt 
Christe  is  all  inall  thynges, 

Nowe  therfore  as  elect  of  god/  holy  and  beloved/  put  on 
tender  mercies  kyndnes/  humblenes  of  mynde/  raeknes/  longe 
sufferynge/  forbearynge  one  another/  and  forgevynge  one  another 
(if  eny  man  have  a  quarrell  to  a  nother)  even  as  Christ  forgave 
you/  even  so  do  ye.  Above  all  these  thynges  put  on  love/ 
which  is  the  bonde  off  parfectnes/  and  the  peace  of  god  rule 
in  youre  hertes/  to  the  which  peace  ye  are  called  in  one  body  : 
and  sethayebe  thankfull. 

Let  the  worde  of  god  dwell  in  you  plenteously  in  all  wysdom, 
Teache  and  exhorte  youre  awne  selves/  in  psalmes/  andhymnes/ 
and  spretuall  songes  which  have  favour  with  them/  syngynge  in 
youre  hertes  to  the  lorde.  And  all  thinges  (whatsoever  yc  do 
in  worde  or  dede)  do  in  the  name  of  the  lorde  Jesus  gevinge 
th  a nkes  to  god  the  father  by  him. 

Wyvcs  submit  youre  selves  vnto  youre  awne  husbandes/  as  it 
is  comly  in  the  lorde.  Husbandes  love  youre  wyves  and  be  nott 
bitter  vnto  them.  Children  obey  youre  fathers  and  mothers/  in 
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all  thinges/  for  that  is  wele  pleasynge  vnto  the  lorde.  Fathers 
rate  not  youre  children/  lest  they  be  of  a  desperate  mynde. 
Servauntes  be  obedient  vnto  youre  bodyly  masters  in  all  thynges : 
not  with  eye  service  as  men  pleasers/  but  in  synglenea  of  herte 
fearynge  god.  And  whatsoever  ye  do/  do  it  hertely  as  though 
ye  did  it  to  the  lorde/  and  not  vnto  men/  remembrynge  that  of 
the  lorde  ye  shall  receave  the  rewarde  of  inheritauncc  /  for  ye 
serve  the  lorde  Christ.  But  he  that  doth  wronger  shall  re- 
ceave  for  the  wronge  that  he  hath  done :  for  there  is  no  respect 
of  persons.  Ye  masters  do  vnto  youre  servauntes  that  which 
is  hist  and  eqall/  remembrynge  that  ye  have  also  a  master  in 
heven . 


t$*  t«j.  Chapter. 


/"CONTINUE  in  prayer  and  watch  in  the  same  with  thankes 
gevynge/  praynge  also  for  vs  that  god  open  vnto  vs  the 
dore  of  vtteraunce/  that  we  maye  speake  the  mistery  of  Christ 
(wherfore  I  am  in  bondes)  that  I  maye  vtter  it/  as  it  becommeth 
me  to  speake.  Walke  wisely  to  them  that  are  with  out/  and 
redeme  the  tyme.  Let  youre  speache  alwaye  have  faveoure 
with  it  and  be  salted/  that  ye  maye  knowe  howe  to  answer  every 
man. 

The  deare  brother  Tichicos  shall  tell  you  off  all  my  busynes/ 
which  is  a  faythfull  minister/  and  felowe  servaunt  in  the  lorde/ 
whom  I  have  sent  vnto  you  for  the  same  purpose  /  that  he  myght 
knowe  howe  ye  do/  and  myght  comfort  youre  bertes/  with  one 
Onesimus  a  faythfull/  and  a  beloved  brother/  which  is  one  of 
you.  They  shall  ahewe  you  of  all  thynges  which  arc  adoynge 
here. 


Aristarchus  my  preson  felowe  saluteth  you/  and  Marcus 
Barnabassis  sisters  sonne  :  as  touchynge  whom/  ye  receaved 
commaundementes.  Yff  he  come  vnto  you  receave  hym  ;  and 

Jesus  which  is  called  Justus/  which  are  of  the  circumcision. 
These  only  are  my  workfelowes  vnto  the  kyngdom  of  god  which 
were  vnto  my  consolacion.  Epaphras  the  servaunt  of  Christ/ 
which  is  one  of  you/  saluteth  you  /  and  all  wayes  laboreth  fer¬ 
vently  for  you  in  prayers  that  ye  maye  stonde  perfet/  and  full 
in  all  that  is  the  will  off  God.  I  beare  hym  recorde  that  lie 
hath  a  fervent  mynde  towarde  you/  and  towarde  them  of 
Laodicia  and  them  off  Hierapolis.  Deare  Lucas  the  phisieion 
greteth  you /  and  Demas.  Salute  the  brethren  which  are  of 
feodicia/  and  salute  Nympkas/  and  the  congregacion  which  is 
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in  his  housse.  And  when  the  pistle  is  reed  of  you  /  make  that 
it.  he  reed  in  the  congregation  of  the  Laodicians  also :  and  that 
ve  lyke  wyse  rede  the  pistle  of  Laodicia. 

And  saye  to  Archippus:  Take  hede  to  thyne  office  that  thou 
hast  reccaved  in  the  lorde  t  that  thou  nillfill  it.  The 
salutation  by  the  honde  of  me  Paul.  Re¬ 
member  my  bondes  Grace  be 

with  you  t  Amen. 


Sent  from  Rome  by  Tichicus 

and  Onesimus. 
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Cfrt  fprst  Chapter. 

Silvanus  /  and  Timotheus. 

Vnto  the  congregacion  of  the  Tessalonians/ 
in  God  the  father/  and  in  the  iorde  Jesus  Christ. 

Grace  be  with  you  /  and  peace  from  god  oure 
father  /  and  from  the  iorde  Jesus  Christ. 

We  geve  god  thankes  all  wayc  foe  you  all/ 
makynge  mension  of  you  in  oure  prayers  with 
outt  ceasynge/  and  call  to  remembraunce  youre  worlte  in  the 
faythe/  and  labour  in  love  and  perseveraunce  in  the  hope  of 
oure  Iorde  Jesus  Christ/  in  the  sight  of  God  oure  father:  be 
cause  we  knowe  brethren  beloved  of  god/  howe  that  ye  are 
electe  For  oure  gospell  cam  not  vnto  you  in  worde  only/ but 
also  in  power  /  and  also  in  the  holy  gost  and  in  mochc  certaynte/ 
as  ye  knowe  howe  that  we  behaved  oure  selves  amonge  you/  for 
youre  sakes. 

And  ye  counterfeited  vs/  and  the  Iorde:  and  receaved  the 
worde  in  moche  affliccion/  with  ioye  of  the  holy  gost:  so 
that  ye  were  an  ensample  to  all  that  beleve  in  Macedonia  / 
and  Achaia.  For  from  you  sounded  out  the  worde  oft'  the 
Iorde  /  nott  in  Macedonia  and  Achaia  only :  but  youre  fcyth  also 
which  ye  have  vnto  god/  spred  her  silfe  abroade  in  all  quartars/ 
so  gratly  that  it  Dedeth  not  vs  to  speake  eny  thynge  at  all :  for 
they  them  selves  shewe  of  you  what  maner  of  entrynge  in  we 
had  vnto  you  /  and  howe  ye  tourned  to  god  from  ymages  forto 
serve  the  livynge  and  true  god/  and  for  to  lokc  for  his  sotmc 
from  heven  /  whom  he  raysed  from  deeth  :  I  mean  Jesus  which 
delivereth  vs  from  wrath  to  come. 

C$e  tfttonbe  Chapter. 

XjiOR  ye  youre  selves  brethren  knowe  of  oure  eDtraunce  in 
vnto  you  /  howe  that  it  was  not  in  vayne :  but  even  after 
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that  we  had  suffered  before  and  where  sliamfully  entreated  at 
Fhiliippos  (as  ye  wele  knowe)  then  were  we  bolde  in  oure  God 
to  speake  vnto  you  the  gospell  off  God/  with  moche  strivynge. 
Oure  exhortacion  was  not  to  hrynge  you  to  errour/  nor  yet  to 
vnciennes/  nether  was  it  with  gyle:  but  as  we  were  alowed  of 
God/  that  the  gospell  shulde  be  com mytted  vnto  vs:  even  so  we 
speake  t  not  as  though  we  entended  to  please  men  /  butt  God  / 
which  trieth  oure  hertes. 

Nether  was  oure  conversacion  at  eny.  tyme  with  fiatterynge 
wordes  (as  ye  weie  knowe)  nether  in  cloked  coveteousnes/  God 
is  recorde:  nether  sought  we  prayse  of  men/  nether  of  you / 
nor  yet  of  eny  wother/  when  we  myght  have  bene  chargeable/ 
as  the  apostles  of  Christ :  but  we  were  tender  araonge  you  / 
even  as  a  norsse  cheressheth  her  children  /  so  was  oure  affeccion 
towarde  you  oure  goode  will  was  to  have  dealte  vnto  you/  not 
the  gospell  off  God  only :  but  also  oure  owne  soules  /  be  cause 
ve  were  deare  vnio  vs. 

m/ 

Ye  remember  brethren  our  laboure  and  travayle.  For  we 
labored  daye  and  nyght/  be  cause  we  wolde  not  be  greveous 
vnto  eny  off  you /  and  preached  you  the  gospell  of  God.  Ye 
are  witnesses  /  and  so  is  god  /  howe  holyly  and  iustly(that  noman 
couldc  blame  vs)  we  behaved  oure  selves  ampnge  you  that  be- 
leve/  as  ye  knowe  howe  that  we  exhorted  and  comforted  /  and 
besought  every  otic  off  you/  as  a  father  his  children  /  that  ye 
wolde  walke  worthy  of  the  lorde/  which  hath  called  you  vnto  his 
kyngdom  and  glory. 

For  this  cause  thanke  we  god  without  ceasynge  /  be  cause 
that  when  ye  receaved  of  vs  the  worde/  wherwith  God  was 
preeched  /  ye  receaved  it  not  as  the  worde  of  man  :  but  even  as 
it  was  in  dede/  the  worde  of  God/  which  worketh  in  you  that 
be  leve.  For  ye  brethren  did  countered  te  the  congrcgacions  of 
god  which  in  lewry  are  in  Christ  Jesu  :  for  ye  have  suffered  lyke 
thvnges  of  youre  kynsmen/  as  we  oure  selves  have  suffered  of 
the  Jewes  /  which  as  they  kylled  the  lorde  Jesus  and  their  one 
prophetes/  even  so  have  they  persecuted  vs/  and  God  they 
please  uot/  and  are  contrary  to  all  men:  and  forbid  vs  to 
prcache  vnto  the  gentyls/  that  they  myght  be  saved/  to  fulfill 
their  synnes :  For  the  wrath  off  God  is  come  on  them  /  even  to 
the  vtmost. 

For  as  modi  brethren  as  we  are  kept  from  you  for  a  season/ 
as  concernynge  the  bodyly  presence  but  not  in  the  herte/  we 
enforced  the  more  to  se  you  personally  with  great  desire/  and 
therfore  we  wolde  have  come  vnto  you/  I  Paul  once  and  agayne : 
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but  Satan  withstode  vs.  For  what  is  oure  hope  or  ioye/  or 
croune  off  retoysynge  ?  are  not  ye  in  the  presence  off  oure  lorde 
Jesus  Christ  at  his  commynge  ?  yes  ye  are  oure  glory  and  ioye. 


Cl up  Chapter. 


TXT  H  ERF  ORE  senec  we  coulde  no  lenger  forbeare/  hit  pleased 
”  vs  to  remayne  at  Athens  alone/  and  sent  TimoLheus  oure 
brother  and  minister  of  god/  and  oure  laboure  felowe  in  the  gos¬ 


pel  1  of  Christ/  to  stablysshe  you/  and  to  comfbrte  you  ovre 
youre  fayth  /  that  no  man  shuldc  be  moved  in  these  afflictions. 
For  ye  youre  selves  knowe  that  we  are  even  apoynted  there  vnto. 
For  verely  when  I  was  with  you  /  I  tolde  you  before  that  we 
shulde  suffre  tribulation  even  as  it  cam  to  passe  /  and  as  ye  knowe. 


For  this  cause/  when  I  coulde  no  lenger  forbeare/  I  sent  that  I 
myght  have  knowledge  of  youre  fath/  lest  haply  the  tempter  had 
tempted  you  /  and  that  oure  labour  had  bene  bestowed  in  vayne. 

Nowe  latly  when  Timotheus  cam  from  you  vnto  vs  and  de¬ 
clared  to  vs  youre  fayth/  and  youre  love/  and  howe  that  ye  have 
good  remembraunce  of  vs  all  way es  /  dosyr i  nge  to  se  vs  /  as  we 
desyre  to  se  you.  Therfore  brethren  had  I  consolation  in  you  / 
in  all  oure  adversite  /  and  necessite  through  youre  fayth.  For 
nowe  are  we  alive  if  ye  stonde  stedfast  in  the  lorde.  For  what 
thaukes  can  we  recftmpence  to  god  agayne  for  you/  over  all  the 
ioye  that  we  ioye  for  youre  sakes  before  oure  god/  whyle  we 
nyght  and  daye  praye  excedyngly/  that  we  myght  se  you  pre¬ 
sently/  and  myght  fulfill  that  which  is  lackynge  in  youre  fayth. 

God  hym  silfe  oure  father/  and  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ  gyde 
oure  ioruey  vnto  you:  and  the  lorde  increace  you /  and  make  you 
flowe  over  in  love  one  towarde  another/  and  towarde  all  men  / 


even  as  we  do  towarde  you  t  to  stablysshe  youre  hertes  that  they 
myght  be  with  out  ought  to  be  complayned  on  /  in  holynes  before 
God  oure  father  /  at  the  commynge  of  oure  lorde  Jesu  Christ/ 
with  all  is  saynctes. 


C$r  tit).  Chapter. 

TjWRTHERMORE  we  beseche  you  brethren  /  and  exhorte 
you  in  the  lorde  Jesus  /  that  ye  increace  more  and  more/ 
even  as  ye  have  receaved  of  vs  /  howe  ye  ought  to  walke  and  to 
please  God.  Ye  remember  whatcommaundementes  we  gave  you 
in  the  name  of  the  lorde  Jesu.  For  this  is  the  will  of  god  /  which 
is  youre  sane tifiynge /  that  yc  shulde  abstayne  from  fornication  / 
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that  every  one  of  you  shulde  knowe  howe  to  kepe  his  vessel  in 
sanctifyingc  and  honour©/  and  not  in  the  lust  of  concupiscence/ 
as  do  the  hethen/  which  knowe  not  god/  that  no  man  goo  be- 
vonde  /  and  defraude  liis  brother  in  bargaynynge/  be  cause  the 
iorde  is  a  venger  of  all  suche  thynges :  as  we  tolde  you  before 
tyme/  and  testifyed  vnto  you.  For  god  hath  not  called  vs  vnto 
vnclennes :  but  vnto  -sanctifying©.  He  therfore  that  despiseth  / 
despisedt  not  man/  but  God/  which  hath  sent  his  holy  sprete 
amonge  you. 

But  os  touchynge  brotherly  love/  ye  nede  not  that  I  wryte 
vnto  you.  For  ye  are  taught  of  god  to  love  on  another.  Ye 
and  that  thynge  verely  ye  do  vnto  all  brethren/  which  are 
thorowe  oute  all  Macedonia.  We  beseche  you  brethren  thatt  ye 
encrcace/  more  and  more  /  and  that  ye  studdy  to  be  quyet/  and 
to  medic  with  yourc  owne  busynes/  and  to  worke  with  youre 
ownc  hondes/  aswc  commaundcd  you:  that  ye  maye  behave 
voure  selves  honestly  towarde  them  that  are  with  out  and  that 
uothynge  be  lackynge  vnto  you. 

I  wolde  not  brethren  have  you  ignoraunt  as  concemynge  them 
which  arc  fallen  aslepe  /  that  ye  sorowe  not  as  wother  do  which 
have  no  hope  For  yf  we  beleve  that  Jesus  died/  and  rose 
agayne :  even  so  them  also  which  slepe  by  Jesus/  will  god  brynge 
agayne  with  hym.  And  this  saye  we  vnto  you  in  the  worde  of 
the  Iorde  /  that  we  which  live  and  are  remaynynge  in  the  com* 
niyngc  of  the  Iorde/  shall  not  come  yerre  they/  which  slepe 
For  the  Iorde  hym  silfe  shall  descende  worn  heven  with  a  shute/ 
and  the  voyce  off  tlie  archangyll/  and  trompe  of  God.  And  the 
deed  in  Christe  shall  aryse  fyrst :  then  shall  we  which  live  and 
remay ne/  be  caught  vppe  with  them  also  in  thecloudes  to  mete 
the  Iorde  in  the  ayer.  And  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Iorde. 
Wherfore  comfort  youre  selves  one  another  with  these  wordes. 

b.  Cfjajpttr. 

/~kF  the  tymes  and  seasons  brethren  ye  have  no  nede  that  I 
^  write  vnto  you  :  for  ye  youre  selves  knowe  parfectiy/  that 
the  daye  of  the  Iorde  shall  come  even  as  a  thefe  in  the  nyght. 
When  they  shall  saye  peace  and  no  daunger/  then  commeth  on 
them  soden  destruccion/  as  the  travalynge  off  a  woman  with 
ohilde/  and  they  shall  nott  scape.  But  ye  brethren  are  not  in 
darcknes/  that  that  daye  shukfe  come  on  you  as  it  were  a  thefe. 
Ye  arc  all  the  children  of  light/  and  the  chyldren  of  the  daye : 
we  are  nott  off  the  nyght/  nether  off  darcknes. 
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Therfore  let  vs  not  slepe  as  do  wother ;  but  let  vs  watch  and 
be  sober.  For  they  that  slepe/  slepe  in  the  nyglit :  and  they 
that  be  dronken/  are  dronken  in  the  nyght.  But  lett  vs  which 
are  of  the  daye  be  sober/  armed  with  the  brest  plate  of  fayth 
and  love/  ana  with  hope  of  health  /  as  an  helmet.  For  god  hath 
not  apoynted  vs  vnto  wrath:  but  to  obtayne  health  by  the 
mcanes  off  oure  lorde  Jesu  Christ/  which  died  for  vs:  that 
whither  we  wake  or  slepe/  we  shulde  live  togedder  with  him. 

Wherforc  comforte  youre  selves  togedder/  and  edyfie  one 
another  /  even  as  ye  do. 

We  beseche  you  brethren/  thattye  knowe  them  which  labours 
amonge  you/  and  have  the  oversight  of  you  in  the  lorcle/  and 
geve  you  exhortacion/  that  ye  have  them  the  more  in  love/  For 
their  workes  sake  /  and  be  at  peace  with  them.  Wc  desyre  you 
brethren  warne  them  that  are  vnruly  /  comforte  the  feble  mynded  / 
forbeare  the  weake  have  contiuuall  pacience  towarde  all  men. 
Se  that  none  recompence  evyll  for  evyll  vnto  cny  man  ;  but  ever 
folowe  that  whtche  is  good/  both  amonge  yonre  selves/  and  to 
all  men.  Reioycc  ever.  .Praye  continually.  In  all  thynges 
geve  thankes.  For  this  is  the  will  off  God  in  Christ  Jesu 
towarde  you. 

Quencne  not  the  gprete/  despise  nott  prophesyinge.  examen 
all  thynges.  Kepe  that  which  is  good,  ubstayne  from  all  sus¬ 
picious  thynge.  The  very  god  of  peace  sanctilie  you  thorow  out. 
And  I  praye  God  that  youre  whole  sprete/  soule/  and  body/ 
be  kept  fautlesse  vnto  the  commynge  of  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ, 
faythfall  is  he/  which  called  you :  which  will  also  do  it.  Brethren  / 

praye  for  vs.  Grete  all  the  brethren  with  an  holy  kysse. 

I  charge  you  in  the  lorde  /  that  this  pistle  be  redde  vn  to 
all  the  wholy  brethren.  The  grace  off  the  lorde 

Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  Amen. 

The  fyrst  pistle  vnto  the  Tessalonyans 

written  from  Athens. 
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€t)t  fprstt  Chapter. 


&3Mt/  Silvanus/  and  Timotheus. 

Vnto  the  congregation  off  the  Tessalonyans/ 
which  are  in  god  ourc  hither  /  and  in  the  lorde 
Jesus  Christ. 

Grace  be  with  you  and  peace  from  God  oure 
father  /  and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ. 


We  are  bounde  to  thauke  god  all  wayes  for  you  brethren/ 
as  itt  is  mete/  be  cause  that  youre  feyth  groweth  excedyngly/ 
and  every  one  of  you  awymmeth  in  love  towarde  another 
betwene  youre  selves/  so  thatt  we  reioyce  off  you  in  the  congre- 
gacions  off  god  /  over  youre  pacience  and  faith  in  all  youre  per- 
sccucions/  and  tribalacions  that  ye  suffre :  which  i9  a  token  of 
the  rightewes  iudgement  of  god/  that  ye  are  counted  worthy  of 
the  kyngdom  of  god  /  for  which  ye  also  suffre.  Hit  is  verely  a 
rightewes  thynge  with  god/  to  recompence  tribulacion  to  them 
that  trouble  you  :  and  to  you  which  are  troubled  rest  with  vs/ 
when  the  lorde  Jesus  shall  shewe  hymsyHe  from  heven/  wyth  his 
myghty  angels  /  in  flammynge  fyre/  rendrynge  vengeaunce  vnto 
them  that  knowe  not  god/  and  to  them  that  obeye  nott  vnto  the 
gospell  off  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ/ which  shalbe  punnysshed 
with  everlastynge  damnacion  /  from  the  presence  of  the  lorde/ 
and  from  the  glory  of  his  power  /  when  he  shall  come  to  be  glory- 
bed  in  his  saynctes/  and  to  be  made  marvelous  in  all  them  that 
beleve  :  be  cause  oure  testimonye  that  we  had  vnto  you  /  was 
beleved  even  the  same  daye  that  we  preched  it.  Wherfore  we 
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praye  all  waycs  for  yon  that  oure  god  make  you  worthy  of  the 
cailynge/  and  fulfill  all  deleetacion  off  goodnes/  and  the  work e 
off  fayth/  with  power :  that  the  name  off  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ 
maye  be  gloryfied  in  you  /  and  ye  in  hym/  thorowe  the  grace  of 
oure  God  /  and  of  the  iordc  Jesus  Christ. 

Cfc*  SMonbr  Chapter, 

"VS^E  beseche  you  brethren  by  the  commynge  of  oure  lorde 
Jesu  Christ/  and  in  that  we  shall  assemble  vnto  hym  /  that 
ye  be  nott  sodenly  moved  from  youre  mynde/  and  be  not  troubled  / 
nether  by  sprete/  nether  by  wordes  /  nor  yet  by  letter  /  which 
shulde  seme  to  come  from  vs  /  os  though  the  daye  of  Christ  were 
at  honde.  Let  no  man  deceave  you  by  eny  meanes/  for  the 
lorde  commeth  not/  excepte  there  come  a  departynge  fyrst/  and 
that  that  synfull  mau  be  opened  /  the  sonne  of  peraicion  which 
is  an  adversarie  /  and  is  exalted  above  all  that  is  called  god  /  or 
that  is  worshipped :  so  that  he  shall  sitt  in  temple  of  god/  and 
shewe  hym  siffe  as  god. 

Remember  ye  not/  that  when  l  was  yet  with  you  / 1  tolde  you 
these  thynges?  and  now  ye  knowe  what  with  holdeth:  even 
thatt  he  myght  be  vttcrcd  at  his  tyme.  For  alredy  the  mistery 
off  iniquytie  worketh.  Only  lie  that  holdeth/  let  him  nowe 
holde/  vntill  hit  be  taken  out  of  the  waye/  and  then  shall  that 
wicked  be  vttered  /  whom  the  lorde  shall  consume  with  the.  sprete 
off  hys  mouth/  and  shall  destroye  with  the  aparence  of  his  com- 
mynge/  even  hym  whose  commynge  is  by  the  workyngc  off 
Satan  /  with  all  lyinge  power/  signes  t  and  wonders :  and  in  all 
deceavablenes  off  vnrightewesnes  /  amongc  them  that  perysshe : 
be  cause  they  have  nott  receaved  the  love  off  the  trueth  /  thatt 
they  myght  have  beue  saved.  And  therforc  god  shall  sende 
them  stronge  delusion  /  that  they  shulde  belevc  lyes :  thatt  all 
they  myght  be  damned  which  beleved  not  the  trueth  /  but  had 
pleasure  in  vnrightewesnes. 

We  are  bounde  to  geve  thankee  aiw&ye  to  god  for  vou  brethren 
beloved  off  the  lorde/  for  be  cause  that  God  hath  from  the  be- 
gynnynge  chosen  you  to  health  /  thorowe  sanctifyingc  off  the 
sprete/  and  thorowe  belevyuge  the  trueth  :  where  vnto  he  called 
you  by  oure  gospell  /  to  obtay&e  the  glory  that  commeth  of  cure 
lorde  Jesu  Christ. 

Therfore  brethren  stonde  fast  and  kepe  the  ordinacions/  which 
ye  have  learned :  whether  it  were  by  oure  preachyngc  /  or  by 
oure  pistlc:  Oure  lorde  Jesu  Christ' hym  silfe/  and  god  oure 
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father  /  which  hath  loved  vs/  and  geven  vs  everlastynge  consoia- 
cioa/  and  goode  hope  thorowe  grace/  comforte  youre  hertes / 
and  stablysshe  you  in  all  sayinge/  and  goode  doynge. 

■4 

C$e  uj.  Chapter. 

pVRTHERMORE  brethren  praye  for  vs/  that  the  worde  of 
*■  god  raaye  have  fre  passage  /  and  be  gloryfied/  as  it  is  with 
you  :  and  thatt  we  inaye  be  delivered  from  vnresonable  and 
evyll  men.  For  all  men  have  not  fayth  :  but  the  lorde  is  fayth- 
full/  which  shall  stablysshe  you  /  and  kepe  you  from  evyll.  We 
have  confidence  throw  the  lorde  to  you  warde/  that  ye  both  do  / 
and  will  do/  that  which  we  commaunde  you.  And  the  lorde 
gyde  youre  hertes  vnto  the  love  offGod  /  and  pacience  of  Christ. 

We  requyre  you  brethren  in  the  name  of  oure  lorde  Jesu 
Christ/  that  yewithdrawe  youre  selves  from  every  brother  that 
walketh  inordinatly/  and  not  after  the  institucion  which  ye  re- 
ceaved  of  vs.  Ye  youre  selves  knowe  howe  ye  ought' to  coun- 
terfayte  vs.  For  we  behaved  not  oure  selves  inordinatly  amonge 
you.  Nether  toke  we  breed  of  eny  man  for  nought:  but  we 
wrought  with  laboure  and  trav&yle  nyght  and  daye/  be  cause  we 
wolde  not  be  grevous  to  eny  off  you:  nott  butt  that  we  had 
auctorite :  butt  to  make  oure  selves  an  insample  vnto  you  /  to 
counterfaytc  vs.  For  when  we  were  with  you  /  this  we  warned 
you  off/  that  yf  there  were  eny  which  wolde  nott  worke/  that 
the  same  shulde  not  cate. 

We  have  herde  sayc  no  dout  that  there  are  some  which  walke 
amonge  you  inordinatly/  and  worke  not  at  all/  but  are  besy- 
bodies.  Them  that  are  soehe/  we  commaunde  and  exhorte  in 
the  name  off  oure  lorde  Jesu  Christe/  that  they  worke  with 
quyetnes/  and  eate  their  breed.  Brethren  be  not  weary  in  well 
doynge.  Yff  eny  man  obey  nott  oure  sayinges/  sende  vs  worde 
ofi'hym  by  a  letter:  and  have  uo  com  panic  with  hym  /  that  he 
mayebe  a  shamed  :  And  count  hym  not  as  an  enemy :  but  wame 
hym  as  a  brother. 

The  very  lorde  off  peace/  geve  you  peace  all  wayes/  by  all 
meanes.  The  lorde  be  with  you  all.  The  salutacion 
off  me  Paul  wyth  myne  awne  honde.  This  is 
the  token  in  all  pistles.  So  I  write.  The 
grace  of  oure  lorde  Jesus  be  with 

you  all  Amen. 

Sent  from  Athens. 
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an  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ/  by  the  cotn- 
maundement  of  god  oure  savioure/  and  of  the 
lorde  Jesu  Christ/  which  ys  oure  hope. 

Vnto  Timothe  hys  naturall  sonne  in  the  fayth. 
I  Grace  mercy  and  peace  from  god  oure  father/ 
and  from  the  lorde  Jesu  Christ. 


As  I  besought  the  to  abyde  styll  in  Ephesus  when  I  departed 
into  macedonia/  even  so  do  that  thou  warne  some  that  they 
teacbe  no  nother  wyse :  nether  geve  hede  to  fables  and  genealo¬ 
gies/which  are  endlesse/  and  brede  doutes/  more  then  godly 
edyfyinge  which  is  by  faith :  for  the  ende  of  the  commaundement 
is  love  that  commeth  off  a  pure  herte  and  of  a  good  conscience  / 
and  of  fayth  vnfayned :  from  the  which  thynges/  some  have  erde  / 
and  have  turned  vnto  vayne  iangelynge/  be  cause  they  woldc  be 
doctouTs  in  the  scripture  and  yett  mderstonde  nott  what  they 
speake  /  nether  wherof  they  affenne. 

We  knowe  that  the  lawe  is  god  r  yf  a  man  vse  it  lawfully  / 
vnderstondinge  this/  howe  that  the  lawe  is  not  geven  vnto  a 
righteous  man  /  butt  vnto  the  vnrighteous  and  disobedient/  to  the 
vngodly  and  to  synnera/  to  vnholy  and  vnelean/  to  murthercrs 
of  fathers  and  rourtherers  of  mothers/  to  manquellars  and  whor- 
mongers :  to  them  that  defile  them  selves  with  mankynde :  to 
menstealers :  to  lyars  and  to  periured  /  and  so  forth  yf  there  be 
eny  wother  thynge  that  is  contrary  to  bolsome  doctryne  accord* 
ynge  to  the  glorious  gospell  off  the  holy  god/  which  gospdl  is 
committed  vnto  me. 
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And  I  tlinnke  hym  that  hath  made  me  stronge  in  Christ  Jesu 
on  re  lorde:  for  he  counted  me  true  /  and  put  me  in  office/  when 
before  I  was  a  blasphemar/  and  a  persecutes  and  a  tyraunt. 

Neverthelesse  I  obtayned  mercy  because  I  did  it  ignorauntly/  in 
vnbclcfc:  but  the  grace  of  oure  lorde  was  more  aboundaunt/ 
with  favth  and  love/  which  is  in  Christ  Jesu. 

This  is  a  true  saynge/  and  by  all  meanes  worthy  to  be  receaved  / 
that  Christ  Jesus  cam  into  the  worlde  to  save  synners/  of  whom 
I  am  cliefe :  Notwithstondynge  vnto  me  was  mercy  geven  /  that 
Jesus  Christ  shulde  fyrst  she  we  on  me  all  longe  pacience/  vnto 
the  ensample  off  them  which  shall  in  tyme  to  come  beleve  on  hym 
vnto  eternall  lyfe.  So  then  vnto  god  /  kynge  everlastynge/  im- 
mortall/  invisible/  and  wyse  only/  be  honoure  and  prayse  for 
ever  and  ever  Amen. 

This  commaundement  commit  I  vnto  the  sonne  TimotheuB/ 
accord  ynge  to  the  prophesies  which  in  tyme  past  were  prophe¬ 
sied  off  the/  that  thou  in  them  shuldest  fyght  a  good  fyght/ 
havynge  fayth  and  good  conscience/  which  some  have  put 
aw  aye  from  them/  and  as  concernynge  fayth  have  made  ship- 
wracke.  of  whose  nombre  is  Himeneus/  and  Alexander  /  which 
I  have  delivered  vnto  Satan  /  that  they  myght  be  taught  not  to 
blaspheme. 


fflje  4.  Adapter. 

T  EX  HORTE  therfore  that  above  all  thynges  prayeers/ 

‘  supplicacions/  peticions/  and  gevynge  of  thankes/  behad 
for  all  men:  for  kynges/  and  for  all  thatt  are  in  preeminence/ 
thatt  we  maye  live  a  quyet  and  a  peasable  life  /  in  all  godlincs 
and  honestie.  For  that  is  good  and  accepted  in  the  sight  of 
god  oure  savioure/  which  wolde  have  all  men  saved/  and  to 
come  vnto  the  knowledge  of  the  tmeth.  For  there  is  one  god/ 
and  one  mediator  bitwene  god  and  man  /  which  is  the  man 
Christ  Jesus/  which  gave  hym  silfe  a  raunsom  for  all  men  /  that 
it  shulde  be  preached  at  his  tyme/  where  vnto  I  am  apoynted  a 
preacher/  and  an  apostle  (I  tell  te  tructh  in  Christ  and  lyc  not) 
bevnge  the  teacher  of  the  gontyls  in  fayth  and  veritie. 

1  woll  therfore  that  the  men  praye  every  where/  lyftynge 
vppe  pure  hondes  without  wrath/  or  arguyngc.  Lykwyse  also 
the  wemen  that  they  arraye  them  selves  in  manerly  anarell  with 
shamfastnes/  and  honest  behavcour/  not  with  brovaed  heare/ 
other  goldc/  or  pearles/  or  costly  araye :  butt  with  suchc  as 
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becommeth  wemea  that  professe  the  worsliippynge  of  God 
thorow  good  workes.  Let  the  woman  learne  in  silence  with  all 
subieccion.  1  suflre  not  a  woman  to  teache  /  nether  to  have 
auctorite  over  a  man :  butt  forto  be  in  silence.  For  Adam 
was  fyrst  formed/  and  then  Eve.  Also  Adam  was  not  de- 
ceaved/  butt  the  woman  was  deceaved/  and  was  in  trangres- 
sion.  Notwithstondynge  theyshalbe  saved  thorow  bearynge  off 
children/  yff  they  continue  in  the  fayth  and  in  love/  and  in 
sanctifying. 


€3je  uj.  Chapter. 

^pHIS  is  a  true  sayinge  :  Yff  a  man  covet  the  office  of  a 
•**  bisshope/  he  desyreth  a  good  workc.  Ye  and  a  bisshopc 
must  be  fautlesse/  the  husband  of  one  wyfe/  sober/  of  honest 
behaveoure/  honestly  aparelled/  harberous/  apt  to  teache/  not 
dronken/  no  fyghter/  not  geven  to  filthy  lucre;  but  gentle/ 
abhorrynge  fightynge/  abhorrynge  cove teonsn es  /  and  won  that 
rueleth  his  owne  housse  honestly  /  havynge  children  vnder  obe¬ 
dience/  with  all  honeste.  For  yf  a  man  cannot  rule  his  owne 
housse/  ho  we  shall  he  care  for  the  congregacion  of  god.  He 
maye  not  be  a  yonge  man  /  lest  he  swell  and  faule  into  the 
judgement  of  the  evyll  speaker.  He  must  also  be  wcic  reported 
off  amonge  them  which  are  with  out  forth  /  lest  he  fall  into  re¬ 
buke/  and  into  the  snare  off  the  evyll  speakar. 

Lykwysc  must  the  deacons  be  honest/  not  double  tonged/ 
nott  geven  unto  moche  drynkynge/  nether  vnto  filthy  lucre : 
butt  havynge  the  mistery  of  the  fayth  in  pure  conscience.  And 
let  them  fyrst  be  proved  /  and  then  lett  them  minister/  yf  they 
be  founde  fautlesse. 

Even  so  must  their  wyves  be  honest/  not  evyll  speakars : 
butt  sober  /  and  faythfull  in  all  thynges.  Let  the  deacons  be 
the  husbandes  of  one  wyfe  and  suche  as  rule  their  children 
wele/  and  their  owne  housholdes.  For  they  that  minister  well/ 
get  them  selves  good  degre/  and  greate  libcrtie  in  the  faytlu 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesu. 

These  thynges  write  1  vnto  the/  trustyngc  to  come  shortly 
vnto  the.  And  yff  I  come  not/  that  thou  mayst  yet  have  know¬ 
ledge  howe  thou  oughtest  to  behave  thy  silfe  in  the  liousse  off 
God  /  which  is  the  congregacion  off  the  livynge  God  /  the  pillar 
and  grounde  of  trueth.  And  with  out  naye  gret  is  that  mistery 
of  godlines.  God  was  shewed  in  the  flesshe/  was  iustified  in  the 
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sprete/  was  sene  off angels/  was  preached  vnto  the  gentyls/  was 
beleved  on  in  erth  and  receaved  vppe  in  glory. 

Cf) t  fb.  Cf)aptrr. 

HE  sprete  speaketh  evydently  that  in  the  latter  tymes  some 
shall  departe  from  the  fayth/  and  shall  geve  hede  vnto 
spretes  of  errure/  and  dyvlysshe  doctryne  off  them  which  speake 
falce  thorow  ypocrisy  /  and  nave  their  consciences  marked  with  an 
hott  ycron/  iorbyddynge  to  mary/  and  commaundynge  to  ab- 
staync  from  meates  /  which  god  hath  c tested  to  be  receaved  with 
gevynge  thankes/  off  them  which  beleve/  and  have  knowen  the 
trueth/  for  all  the  creatures  of  God  are  good ;  and  nothynge 
to  be  refused  /  y ff  it  be  receaved  with  thankes  gevynge :  For 
it  is  sanctified  by  the  worde  of  god/  and  prayer.  Yff  thou 
shalt  put  the  brethren  in  remembraunce  of  these  thynges/  thou 
shalt  be  a  good  minister  of  Jesu  Christ  which  hast  bene  norisshed 
vppe  in  the  wordes  of  fayth/  and  good  doctryne/  which  doc¬ 
tryne  thou  hast  continually  followed.  But  cast  awaye  vngostly 
and  olde  wyves  fables. 

Exercyse  thy  siife  vnto  godlines.  For  bodely  exercyse 
proffiteth  lytcll:  Butt  godlines  is  good  vnto  all  thynges/  as  a 
thynge  which  hath  promyses  of  thelyfe  that  is  nowe/  and  off  the 
lyfe  to  come.  This  is  a  sure  saynge/  and  of  all  parties  worthy 
to  be  receaved.  For  therfore  we  l&boure  and  suffre  rebuke/ 
be  cause  we  beleve  in  the  livynge  god  /  which  is  the  savioure  off 
all  men/  butt  specially  of  those  that  beleve.  Suche  thynges 
commaunde  and  tcache.  Let  no  man  despyse  thy  youth :  but 
be  vnto  them  that  beleve  an  insample/  in  worde  /  in  conversa¬ 
tion  /  in  love  /  in  sprete  /  in  fayth  and  in  purenes. 

Till  I  come  geve  attendaunce  to  redynge/  to  exhortacion/  and 
to  doctryne.  Despyse  not  the  gyfte  that  is  in  the/  which  was 
geven  the  thorow  prophesy  /  and  with  leyingc  on  of  the  hondes 
of  a  seniour.  These  thynges  exercyse/  and  geve  thy  Bilfe  vnto 
them/  that  all  men  maye  se  howe  thou  proffetes.  Take  hede 
yrito  thy  siife  and  vnto  learnynge/  and  continue  therin.  For  if 
thou  shalt  so  do  thou  shalt  save  thy  siife/  and  them  that  heare  the. 


Cl) c  b.  Cfjapttr. 

X>  EBUKE  not  a  seniour :  but  exliorte  hym  as  a  father/  and 
the  yonger  men  as  brethren/  the  elder  wemeu  as  mothers/ 
the  yonger  as  sisters/  with  all  purenes.  Honoure  widdowes 
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which  are  true  wyddowes.  Yf  eny  wyddowe  have  children  or 
ne veils/  let  them  learne  fyrst  to  ruele  their  owne  houses  godly/ 
and  to  recompence  their  elders.  For  that  is  good  and  exceptablc 
before  God.  She  that  is  a  very  wyddowe/  and  irendlesse/  put- 
tcth  her  trust  in  god  /  and  continueth  in  supplication  and  prayer 
nyght  and  daye  :  but  she  that  liveth  in  pleasure/  is  deed  even 
yet  alive.  And  suche  thynges  commaunde/  that  they  maye  be 
without  faut.  Yf  there  be  eny  that  provideth  not  for  his  owne/ 
and  namly  for  them  of  his  housholde  the  same  denyeth  the  fay  th  / 
and  is  worsse  then  an  infydell. 

Let  no  wyddowe  be  chosen  vnder  threscore  yere  olde/  and 
soche  a  wone  as  was  the  wyfe  off  one  man  /  and  well  reported 
off  in  good  workes :  yf  she  have  noressed  children  /  yf  she  have 
bene  liberal!  to  straungers/  yf  she  have  wesshed  the  saynctes 
fete  /  yf  she  have  ministred  vnto  them  which  were  in  adversitie  / 
yf  she  were  continually  geven  vnto  all  maner  good  workes.  The 
yonger  widdowes  refuse.  For  when  they  have  begonne  to  wexe 
wantan/  to  the  dishonoure  of  Christ/  then  will  they  niary/  liav- 
ynge  damnacion/  be  cause  they  have  despised  their  fyrst  fayllt. 
And  also  they  leame  to  goo  from  lionsse  to  houssc  vdlc  /  ye  not 
ydle  only  /  but  also  tryflynge  and  busy  bodies  /  speakynge  thynges 
which  are  not  comiy. 

I  will  therfore  that  the  yonger  wemen  mary  and  beare  children  / 
and  gydethe  honsse/  and  geve  none  occasion  to  the  adversary 
to  speake  evyll.  For  many  of  them  arc  all  redy  turned  bake/ 
and  are  gone  after  Satan.  And  yf  eny  man  or  woman  that 
beleveth  have  widdowes/  lett  them  minister  vnto  them/  and  let 
not  the  congregacion  be  charged :  that  liytt  maye  have  sufficient 
for  them  that  are  widdowes  in  dede. 

The  seniours  that  rule  wele  are  worthy  of  double  honoure/ 
most  specially  they  which  laboure  in  the  worde  and  in  teackyngc. 
For  the  scripture  sayth :  Thou  shalt  not  musell  the  mouth  of  the 
oxe  that  treadeth  out  the  come.  And  the  labourer  is  worthy  of 
his  rewarde.  Agaynst  a  senioure  receave  none  accusacion :  but 
vnder  two  or  thre  witnesses.  Them  that  synne  rebuke  openly 
that  wother  maye  feare. 

T  testifie  before  god  /  and  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  and  the  elect 
angels/  that  thou  observe  these  thynges  with  out  hasty  iudge- 
ment/  and  do  nothinge  parcially.  Laye  hondes  sodenly  on  no 
man  nether  be  part  taker  of  wother  menes  synnes.  Kepe  thy 
silfe  pure.  Drynke  no  lenger  water  /  but  vse  a  lytell  wyne/  for 
thy  stom makes  sake/  and  thyne  often  diseases. 

Some  mennes  synnes  are  open  before  honde  and  goo  before 
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vnto  iudgement :  some  mennes  synnes  folowe  after,  Lykwysc 
also  good  workes  are  manyfest  before  honde/  and  they  tnat  are 
other  wysc  /  cannot  be  hid. 

bj.  Chapter. 

T  ET  as  many  servauntes  as  are  vnder  the  yoke  coante  their 
masters  worthy  of  all  houour/  that  the  name  of  god/  and 
his  doctrine  be  not  cvyll  spoken  off.  Se  that  they  which  have 
belevynge  masters  despyse  them  nott  be  cause  they  are  brethren  : 
but  so  moche  the  rather  do  service  /  for  as  moche  as  they  are 
belevynge  and  beloved  and  part  takers  of  the  benefite. 

These  thynges  teache  and  exhorte.  Yf  eny  man  teache  other 
wysc/  and  is  not  content  with  the  wholsome  wordes  of  the  lorde 
Jesu  Christ  /  and  with  the  doctrine  off  godlines/  he  is  pufte  vpp 
and  knoweth  nothynge :  but  wasteth  his  braynes  aboute  ques¬ 
tions/  and  stryfe  off  wordes/  wher  off  sprynge  envie/  stryfe/ 
realinges/  evylf  surmysinges  superfluus  disputynges  in  scolus  of 
men  with  corrupte  myndes/  and  destitute  of  the  trueth/  which 
thynke  that  lucre  is  godlines.  From  soche  seperate  thy  silfe. 
Godlines  is  great  ryches/  yf  a  man  be  content  with  that  he  hath. 
For  we  brought  nothynge  into  the  worlde/  and  it  is  a  playne 
case  that  we  can  cary  nothynge  out. 

When  we  have  fode  and  rayment/  let  vs  theirwith  be  content. 
They  that  wilbe  ryche/  foule  into  temptacion/  and  snares/  and 
into  many  folysshe  and  noysome  lustes/  which  dronne  men  in 
pcrdicion/  and  destruccion.  For  coveteousnes  is  the  rote  of  all 
cvyll/  which  wliill  some  lusted  after/  they  erde  from  the  feyth/ 
and  tanglyd  them  selves  with  many  sorowes.  But  thou  which 
arte  the  man  of  god/  dye  soche  thynges.  Folowe  rightewesnes  / 
godlines/  love/  pacience/  meknes.  Fyght  a  good  fyght  of  fayth. 
Layo  honde  on  etcmall  lyfe  /  where  vnto  thou  arte  called  /  and 
hast  professed  a  good  profession  before  many  witnesses. 

I  geve  the  charge  in  the  sight  off  God/  which  quickneth  all 
thynges/  and  before  Jesus  Christ  /  wltych  vnder  Poneius  Pilate 
witnessed  a  good  witnessyngc/  that  thou  kepe  the  commaunde- 
ment  with  out  spott/  so  that  noman  fynde  faute  wyth  the/ 
vutyll  the  aperynge  of  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  which  aperynge 
(when  the  tyme  ys  come)  he  shall  shewe  that  is  blessed  and 
myghty  only  /  kynge  of  kynges  /  and  lorde  of  lordes  /  which  only 
hath  immortalitie/  and  dwelleth  in  light  tliatt  no  man  can 
attavne /  whom  never  man  sawe/  nether  can  se  :  vnto  whom  be 
honoure  and  rule  evcrlastynge  Amen, 
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Charge  them  that  are  ryche  in  this  worlde/  that  tliey  be  not 
excedynge  wyse/  and  that  they  trust  not  in  the  vncertayne 
ryches/ but  in  the  livynge  god/ which  geveth  vs  aboundantly 
all  thynges  to  enioye  them  /  and  that  they  do  good  and  be  ryche 
in  good  workes/  and  redy  to  g ever  and  to  distribute  /  layinge 
vppe  in  store  for  them  selves  /  a  good  toundaeion  agaynst  the 
tyme  to  come/  that  they  maye  obtayne  eternall  lyfe. 

O  Ti motlie  save  that  which  is  gevcn  the  to  kepe/  and 
avoyde  vngostly  vanities  of  voyces/  and  opposicions 
of  science  ialsly  so  called/  which  science/ 
whyll  some  professed/  they  have 
erred  as  concemynge  the 
fay tli.  Grace  be  with 
the  Amen, 

Sent  from  Laodicia/  which  is  the 
cbefest  cite  of  Phrigia 
Pacaciana. 
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W$&%  an  Apostle  of  Jcsu  Christ/  by  the  will  of 
god  /  to  preache  the  promes  of  ly fe  /  which  lyfe 
is  in  Christ  Jesu. 

To  Timothe  his  beloved  sonne  Grace/  mercy/ 
and  peace/  from  god  the  father  /  and  from  Jesus 
Christ  oure  lorde. 

1  thanke  god  /  whom  I  serve  from  myn  elders 
with  pure  conscience/  that  with  out  ceasynge  I  make  mencion 
of  the  in  my  prayers  nyght  and  daye/  desyrynge  to  se  the/ 
myndfull  off  thy  teares :  so  that  I  am  filled  with  ioye/  when 
1  call  to  remembraunce  the  vnfayned  fey th  that  is  in  the  /  which 
dwelt  fyrst  in  thy  graunmoder  Lois  /  and  in  thy  mother  Evnica ; 
and  am  assuercd  that  itt  dwelleth  in  the  also. 

Wherfore  1  warnc  the  that  thou  stere  vppe  the  gyfte  of  god 
which  is  in  the  /  by  the  puttynge  on  of  my  hondes.  For  god 
hath  not  geven  to  vs  the  sprete  of  feare :  but  of  power  /  and  of 
love/  and  of  honest  behaveour.  Be  not  a  shamed  to  testyfye  of 
oure  lorde/  nether  be  ashamed  of  me/  which  am  bounde  for  his 
sake :  but  suffre  adversitie  with  the  gospell  also  thorowe  the 
power  of  god  /  which  saved  vs  /  and  called  vs  with  an  holy  call- 
ynge/  not  after  oure  dedes/  but  for  his  purpose  and  grace  /  which 
grace  was  geven  vs  thorowe  Christ  Jesu  before  the  worlde  was  / 
but  is  nowe  declared  openly  by  the  apearynge  off  oure  savioure 
Jesus  Christ/  which  hath  put  awaye  deeth/  and  hath  brought 
lyfe  and  immortalite  vnto  light  thorowe  the  gospell  /  where  vnto 
I  am  apoy nted  a  preacher  /  and  an  Apostle  /  and  a  teacher  off  the 
gentyls :  for  the  which  cause  I  also  suffre  this,  neverthelesse  I 

349 


dfol.  rtyy&i.  C&e  &econffi  (fptetle  off  Paul 

am  not  a  shamed.  For  I  knowe  whom  I  have  beleml/  and  am 
sure  that  he  is  able  to  kepe  that  which  I  have  committed  to  his 
kepynge  agaynst  that  dayc. 

Se  thou  have  the  ensample  of  the  holsome  wordes  which  thou 
herdest  of  me/  in  fayth  and  love  which  is  in  Jesu  Christ.  That 
good  thynge  whiche  was  committed  to  thy  kepynge  /  kepe  in  the 
holy  gost  which  dwelleth  in  vs.  This  thou  knowest  howe  that 
all  they  which  are  in  Asia  be  turned  from  me.  of  which  sorte  arc 
Phigellos  and  Hermogenes.  the  lorde  gave  mercie  vnto  the 
housse  off  Onesiphoros  /  for  he  ofte  refresshed  me/  and  was  not 
a  shamed  off  my  chayne:  but  when  he  was  at  Rome  he  sought 
me  out  very  dihgently/  and  founde  me.  The  lorde  graunt  vulo 
him  tliat  he  maye  fyndc  mercie  with  the  lorde  at  that  daye.  And 
in  howe  many  thinges  he  ministred  vnto  me  at  Ephesus  thou 
knowest  very  wele. 


Cfje  ftroifre  Chapter. 

T^HOU  therfore  my  sonne  be  stronge  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesu.  And  what  thynges  thou  hast  herde  off  me/ 
many  bearynge  witnes/  the  same  delivre  to  faythfull  men/  whych 
arc  apte  to  teache  wother.  Thou  therfore  suffre  affliccion  a  sa 
good  soudier  off  Jesu  Christ.  No  man  that  warreth/  entanglith 
hym  silfe  wyth  worldely  busynes/  and  thatt  be  cause  he  wolde 
please  hym  that  hath  chosen  him  to  be  a  soudier.  And  though 
a  man  strive  for  a  mastery/  yett  ys  he  not  crouned/  except  he 
strive  laufully.  The  husband  man  that  laboreth  must  fyrst 
receave  off  the  frutes.  Consyder  what  I  saye.  The  lorde  gevc 
the  vnderstondynge  in  all  thynges. 

Remember  that  Jesus  Christ  beyngo  off  the  sede  of  David  / 
rose  agayne  from  deth  accordynge  to  my  gospell/  where  in  1 
suffre  truble  as  an  evill  doar/  even  vnto  bondes.  but  the  worde 
of  god  was  not  bounde.  Herfore  I  suffre  all  thinges/  for  the 
electes  sakes/  thatt  they  might  also  obtayne  that  heith  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesu  /  with  eternal!  glory. 

It  is  a  true  sayinge  /  if  we  be  deed  with  him/  we  also  shall  live 
with  hym.  Yf  we  be  pacient/  we  shall  also  raigne  with  him.  If 
we  denye  him  /  he  also  shall  denye  vs.  Yf  we  beleve  not  /  yet 
abideth  he  faith  full.  He  cannot  denye  hym  silfe.  Of  these 
thynges  put  them  in  remembraunce.  ana  tcsttttc  before  the  lorde/ 
that  they  stryve  not  about  wordes/  which  is  to  no  proffet/  but  to 
pervert  the  heares. 

Studdy  to  shewe  thy  silfe  laudable  vnto  god  /  a  workman  that 
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node th  not  to  be  a  shamed  /  divydynge  the  worde  of  trueth  iustly. 
V  ngostly  and  vayne  voyces  passe  over.  For  they  shall  encreace 
vnto  gretter  vngodlynes/  and  their  wordes  shall  fret  even  as 
iloeth  a  cancre.  of  whose  nombre  ys  hymeneos/  and  Philetos/ 
which  as  concemynge  the  trueth  have  erred  /  sayinge  that  the 
resurreccion  is  past  all  redy/  and  do  destroye  the  fayth  of  divers 
persones. 

But  the  sure  grounde  of  god  remayneth/  and  hath  this  seale: 
the  lorde  knoweth  them  that  are  his/  and  lett  every  man  that 
callcth  on  the  name  of  Christ/  departe  from  iniquitie.  Notwith- 
stondynge  in  a  grete  liousse  are  not  only  vesselles  off  golde  and 
of  silver :  but  also  of  wood  and  of  erthe :  Some  for  bonoure  /  and 
some  vnto  dishonoure.  Yf  a  man  pourdge  hym  silfe  from  suche 
I’d  owes/  he  shalbe  a  vessell  sanctified  vnto  honoure  mete  for  the 
lorde/  and  prepayred  vnto  all  good  workes. 

Lustes  of  youth  avoyde/  and  folowe  rightewesnes/  fayth/  love/ 
and  peace/  with  them  that  call  on  the  lorde  with  pure  faerte. 
Folisshe  and  vnlearned  questions  put  from  the/  remembrynge 
that  they  do  but  make  stryfe.  But  the  servauut  of  the  lorde 
must  not  stryve  :  but  must  be  peasable  vnto  all  men/  and  redy 
to  teache/  and  won  that  can  suffre  the  evyll  in  meknes/  and  can 
iuformc  thcm'that  resist  /  yf  that  god  att  eny  tyme  will  geve  them 
rcpentaunce  for  to  knowe  the  trueth :  thatt  they  maye  wake  out 
of  slepe  agayne  /  out  off  the  snare  off  the  devyll/  which  are  nowe 
taken  off  hym  at  his  will. 

Cf)t  fij.  Chapter. 

nnHIS  vnderstond/  that  in  the  last  dayes  shall  come  parelous 
tvmes:  For  the  men  shalbe  lovers  of  their  awne  selves/ 

V 

Coveteous/  Bosters/  Proude/  Cursed  speakers/  disobedient  to 
father  and  mother /  vnthaukfull /  vnholy/  churlisshe/  stubborn/ 
falce  accusars/  ryatours/  fearce/  despysere  of  them  which  are 
good/  traytours/  heddy/  hye  mynded/  gredy  apon  voluptousnes 
more  then  the  lovers  of  god/  havynge  a  similitude  off  godly 
Ivvynge/  but  have  denyed  the  power  there  of.  Soche  abhorre. 
For  of  this  sorte  are  they  which  entre  into  houses/  and  brynge 
into  bondage  wymraen  laden  with  synne/  which  wemen  are  lcdde 
of  divers  lustes/  ever  learnynge/  and  never  able  to  come  vnto 
the  knowledge  of  the  trueth. 

As  James  and  Jarabres  withstode  Moses/  even  so  do  these 
resist  the  trueth.  men  they  are  off  corrupt  myndes/  and  leawde 
as  concern yngc  the  fayth :  but  they  shall  prevayle  no  lenger. 
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For  there  madnes  ahalbe  vttered  vnto  all  men  as  thers  was :  but 
thou  hast  sene  the  experience  of  my  doctryne/  ordinaunce/  pur¬ 
poses  fayth  /  longe  sunerynge  /  love  /  pacience/  persecucions  /  and 
affliccions  which  happened  vnto  me  att  Anthioche/  at  Iconium  / 
and  at  lystra;  which  persecucions  I  suffered  paciently  /  and 
from  them  all  the  lorde  delivered  me.  Ye  and  all  that  will  live 
godly  in  Christ  Jesu  /  must  suffre  persecucions.  But  the  evyll 
men  and  disceavers  /  shall  wexe  worsse  and  worsse  /  whiU  they 
deceave  /  and  are  deceaved  them  selves. 

But  continue  thou  in  the  thynges  which  thou  hast  learned  / 
which  also  were  committed  vnto  the  seyngc  thou  knowest  off 
whom  thou  ha3t  learned  them,  and  for  as  moche  also  as  thou 
hast  knowen  holy  scripture  of  a  chylde/  which  is  able  to  make 
the  wyse  vnto  health  throwe  fayth/  which  ys  in  Christ  Jesu. 
For  all  scripture  geven  by  mspiracion  of  god  /  is  profitable  to 
teache/  to  improve  /  to  informe/  and  to  instruct  in  rightewesnes / 
that  tlie  man  of  god  maye  be  perfet/  and  prepared  vnto  all  good 
workes. 


Cf)t  tfij.  C^aptrr. 

T  TESTIFIE  therfore  before  god/  and  before  the  lorde  Jesu 
Christ  /  which  shall  iudge  quicke  and  deed  at  his  aperynge  in 
his  kyngdom  /  preache  the  worde  /  be  fervent  /  be  it  in  season  /  or 
out  of  season.  Improve  /  rebuke  /  exhorte  witli  all  longe  suffer- 
inge.  For  the  tyme  will  come  /  when  they  wyll  nott  suffer  wholsome 
doctryne :  butt  after  their  awne  lustes  shall  they  (whose  eares 
ytche)  gett  them  an  heepe  of  teachers  /  and  shall  turnc  their  eares 
from  the  trueth/  and  shalbe  geven  vnto  fables.  Butt  watch  thou 
in  all  thynges/  and  suffre  adversitie/  and  do  the  worke  off  an 
evangelist/  fulfill  thyne  office  vnto  the  vtmost. 

For  I  am  nowe  redy  to  be  offered/  and  the  tyme  of  my  de¬ 
party  nge  is  at  honde.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight/  and  have 
fulfilled  my  course  /  and  have  kept  tne  fayth.  From  hence  forth 
is  layde  vppe  for  me  a  croune  of  rightewesnes  /  which  the  lorde 
that  is  a  righteous  iudge  shall  geve  me  at  that  daye.  nott  to  me 
only ;  but  vnto  all  them  that  love  his  commynge.  Make  specie 
to  come  vnto  me  atonce. 

For  Demas  hath  left  me/  and  hath  loved  this  preseut  worlde/ 
and  is  departed  into  Tessalonica.  Crescens  is  gone  to  Galacia  / 
and  Titus  vnto  Dalmacea.  Only  Lucas  is  with  me.  Take  Marke 
and  bringe  him  with  the/  for  he  is  necessary  vnto  me  forto  min¬ 
ister.  and  Ticliicus  have  I  sent  to  Ephesus,  the  cloke  that  I 
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leftc  at  troada  with  Carpus  when  thou  commest  brynge  with 
the/  and  the  hokes  r  but  specially  the  partchement.  Alexander 
the  coppersmyth  did  me  tnoche  evyll/  the  lorde  rewarde  him 
accordynge  to  his  dedes  /  of  whom  be  thou  ware  also.  For  he 
with  stode  oure  preachy nge  sore.  At  my  fyrst  answerynge  for 
my  silfe/  no  man  assisted  me  /  but  all  forsoke  me.  I  praye  god/ 
that  it  maye  nott  be  layde  to  their  charges :  nott  with  stondynge 
the  lorde  assisted  me/  and  strengthed  me/  that  by  me  the 
preachyng  shulde  be  fulfilled  to  the  vtm.ost/  and  that  all  the 
gentyls  snulde  heare/  And  I  was  delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  lyon  /  And  the  lorde  shall  delivre  me  from  all  y veil  doynge  / 
and  shall  kepe  me  vnto  his  hevenly  kyngdom.  To  whom  be 
prayse  for  ever  and  ever  Amen. 

Salute  priscaand  Aquila/  and  the  boussholde  of  Onesiphorug. 

Erast  us  abode  at  Corinthum.  Trophimos  I  lefte  at 
Miletum  sicke.  Make  spede  to  come  before 
winter.  Eubolus  gretith  the/  and  Fades/ 
and  Linus/  and  Claudia/  and  all  the 
brethren.  The  lorde  Jesus  Chriat 

be  with  thy  sprete. 

Grace  be  with  you  Amen. 

The  seconde  pistle  written  from  Rome  vnto 
Timothe/  when  Paul  was  presented  the 
seconde  tyrae  vppe  /  before  the 

Emperoure  Nero. 
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I  hr  frrst  Chapter. 

tlie  ser vaunt  of  god  and  an  Apostle  of  .1  esu 
Christ  /  to  preache  the  fayth  of  goddis  electe  /  and 
the  knowledge  off  the  trueth/  which  trueth  is  in 
servynge  god  in  hope  ofeternaU  lyfe/  which  lyfe 
god  that  cannot  lye/  hath  promysed  before  the 
worlde  began  t  but  hath  at  the  tyme  apoyntc.d 
openned  his  worde  by  preachynge/  which  preach - 
ynge  is  committed  vnto  me/  by  the  comaundement  of  god  on  re 
saveoure. 

To  Titus  his  naturall  sonne  in  the  comtnen  favth. 

_  _  W  _ 

Grace  mcrcie  and  peace  from  God  the  father  /  and  from  the 
lorde  Jesu  Christ  oure  saveoure. 

For  this  cause  left  I  the  in  Creta/  that  tliou  shuldest  performo 
that  which  was  Iackynge  and  shuldest  ordeyne  seniours  in  every 
citie  as  I  apoynted  the.  .  Yf  eny  be  soche  as  no  man  can  com- 
playneon/the  husbande  of  one  wyfe/  havvnge  faythfuli  chil¬ 
dren/  which  are  not  sclandred  off  rovote/  nether  are  disobedient. 
_  ¥ 

For  a  bisshoppe  must  be  soche  as  no  man  can  complayne  on  t  as 
it  be  commeth  the  minister  off  God  not  stubborne/  not  angrv?/ 

V  \* 

no  dronkarde/  no  fyghter  /  not  geven  to  filthy  lucre  :  butt  her* 
berous/  one  that  loveth  goodnes/  of  honest  behaveour/  righteous/ 
holy  temperal/  aud  suche  as  cleaveth  vnto  the  true  worde  of 
doctryne/  thatt  he  mayc  be  able  to  exhorte  with  wholsom  learn  - 
ynge/  and  to  improve  them  that  saye  agaynst  it. 

For  there  are  many  disobedient  and  talkers  off  vanitie  /  an'd 
disceavers  off  myndes/  namly  they  off  the  circumcision/  whose 
mouthes  must  be  stopped/ which  pervert  whole  houses/  teach - 
ynge  thynges  which  they  ought  nott/  be  cause  off  filthy  lucre. 
Won  beynge  of  them  selves  /  which  was  a  poyet  of  their  owne 
sayde:  The  Cretayns  are  alwayeslyars/  evyll  hcastes/  and  slowc 
belies.  This  witnes  is  true/  wherfore  rebuke  them  sharply  /  that 
they  maye  be  sounde  in  the  fayth  /  and  not  takynge  hede  to 
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iewes  fables/  and  commaundmentes  of  men/  which  turne  from 
the  trueth.  Vnto  the  pure  /  are  all  thynges  pure :  but  vnto 
them  that  are  defiled  /  atid  vnbelevyrige  /  is  nothynge  pure :  but 
even  the  very  myndes  and  consciences  off  them  are  defiled. 
They  confesse  that  they  knowe  god :  but  with  dedesthey  de  nye 
hym  and  are  abliominable/  and  disobedient/  and  vnto  all  good 
vi  orkes  discommen  dable . 


C$e  ij.  Chapter. 

T>  VT  speake  thou  that  which  becommeth  wholsome  leamynge : 

Tliat  the  elder  men  be  sober/  honest/  discrete  /  sounde  in 
the  fayth/  in  love  and  in  pacience.  And  the  elder  wemen  lyke 
wyse  that  they  be  in  soche  rayment/  as  be  commeth  holynes/ 
not  falce  accusers/  not  geven  to  moche  drink ynge/  but  teachers 
of  honest  thynges/  that  they  nurter  the  yonge  wemen  forto  love 
their  husbandes/  to  love  their  children/  to  be  of  honest  behave- 
oure/  chast/  huswyfly/  good/  and  obedient  vnto  their  aune 
husbandes/  that  the  worde  of  god  be  not  evyll  spoken  of.  Yonge 
men  lykwyse  cxhorte  that  they  be  of  honest  manners. 

Above  all  thynges  she  we  thy  silfe  an  insamplc  of  good  workes 
in  the  doetryne/  shew  vncorrupcion /  honestie/  and  the  wholsome 
worde  which  cannot  be  rebuked/  that  he  which  withstondeth 
niaye  be  ashamed/  havynge  no  thinge  in  you  that  he  maye  dis- 
prayse.  The  servauntea  exhort e  to  be  obedient  vnto  their  owne 
musters/  and  to  please  in’  all  thiuges/  not  answerynge  agayne/ 
nether  be  pickers/  but  that  they  shcweall  good  faythfulnes/  that 
they  maye  do  worshippe  to  the  doetryne  off  god  oure  saveoure 
in  all  thynges.  For  the  grace  of  god/  that  bryngeth  health  vnto 
all  men/  hath  apered  and  teacheth  vs  that  we  shulde  denye 
vngodlynes/  and  wordly  lustes/  and  that  we  shulde  live  honestly  / 
righteously/  and  godly  in  this  present  worlde/  lokinge  for  that 
blessed  hope/  and  glorious  a  perenge  of  the  myghty  god  /  and  of 
oure  savioure  Jesu  Christ :  which  gave  hym  silfe  for  vs/  to  re- 
deme  vs  from  all  vuriglitewesues/  and  to  pourdge  vs  a  peculiar 
people  vnto  him  silfe  fervently  geven  vnto  good  workes.  These 
thinges  speake /and  exhorte/ and  rebuke/ with  all  commaund- 
ynge.  Sc  that  no  man  despise  the. 

iij.  Chapter. 

TXTARNE  them  that  they  submit  them  selves  to  ruele  and 
*  *  power/  to  obey  the  officers/  that  they  be  prompt  vnto  all 
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good  workcs/  that  they  speake  evyll  off  no  man/  that  they  be 
no  fyghters  /  but  softe/  shewynge  all  raeknes  vnto  all  men  For 
we  oure  selves  also  were  in  tymes  past/  vnwyse /  disobedient/ 
deceaved/  in  daunger  to  lustes/  and  divers  mannerB  off  volnp- 
tusnes/  livynge  in  maliciousnes/  and  envie/  full  of  hate  hatynge 
one  another. 

But  after  that  the  kyndnes  and  love  of  oure  saveoure  to  man- 
warde  apered/  not  or  the  dedes  off  rightewesnes  which  we 
wrought/  but  off  his  mercie/  he  saved  vs/  by  the  fountaync  of 
the  newe  birth  /  and  with  the  renuynge  off  the  holy  goost/ which 
he  shed  on  vs  aboundantly/  tborow  Jesus  Christ  oure  saveoure/ 
that  we  once  instilled  by  his  grace/  shulde  be  heyres  off  eternal! 
lyfe/  thorowe  hope.  This  is  a  true  sayinge. 

Off  these  thynges  X  wolde  thou  shuldest  certifie/  that  they 
which  beleve  God/  myght  be  stodius  to  go  forwarde  in  goode 
workes.  These  thynges  are  good  and  profitable  vnto  men. 
Folisshe  questions/  and  genealogies/  and  braulinges  and  stryfe 
aboute  the  lawe  avoyde/  for  they  are  vnproffetable  /  and  super- 
fluus.  A  man  that  is  the  auctor  off  sectes/  after  the  fyrst  and 
the  seconde  amonicion  avoyde/  remembrynge  that  he  that  is 
soche/  is  perverted/  and  syuneth/  even  damned  by  his  awne 
Judgement. 

When  I  shall  sende  Artemas  vnto  the  or  Tichicus  be  diligent 
to  come  to  me  vnto  Nichopolis  For  I  have  determined  there  to 
wynter.  Brynge  Zenas  the  lawear  and  Apollos  on  their  iorney 
diligently/  that  nothynge  be  lackynge  vnto  them.  And  let 
oures  also  learne  to  excelle  in  goode  workes  as  farforth 
as  nede  requyreth/  that  they  be  not  vnfrutfull. 

All  that  are  whith  me  salute  the.  Grete 
tliem  that  love  vs  in  the  faythc. 

Grace  be  with  you  all/ 

Amen. 

Written  from  Nichopolis  a  citie 

of  Macedonia. 


356 


$K4tlt  off  liaul  tmto  33&tlfmon. 


SffiiSr  the  pretoner  of  Jesu  Christ/  and  brother 
Timotbeus. 

Vnto  Philemon  beloved  /and  oure  helper/ and 
to  the  beloved  Appia/  and  to  Archippus  oure 
felowe  soudier/  ana  to  the  congregacion  of  thy 

housse. 

« 

Grace  be  with  you  and  peace  /  from  God  oure 
father  and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ. 

I  thanke  my  God  alwayes  makynge  mencion  off  the  in  my 
prayers/  when  1  heare  off  thy  love  and  faith/  which  thou  hast 
towarde  the  lorde  Jesu  /  and  towarde  all  saynctes  :  so  that  the 
fcllishippc  that  thou  hast  in  the  iayth/  is  trutfull  tliorowe  know¬ 
ledge  off  all  good  thynges/  which  are  in  you  by  Jesus  Christ. 
And  we  have  gret  ioye/  and  consolacion  over  thy  love  :  For  by 
the  brother  /  the  saynctes  hertes  are  comforted. 

Wherfore  though  I  he  bolde  in  Christ  to  euioyne  the/  that 
which  becommeth  the :  yet  for  loves  sake  I  rather  beseche  the/ 
though  I  be  as  1  am  /  even.  Paul  aged  /  and  now  in  bondes  for 
Jesu  Christes  sake.  I  beseche  the  for  my  soune  Onesimus/ 
whom  1  begat  in  my  bondes  /  which  in  tyme  passed  was  to  the 
vnproffetable :  but  nowe  proffetable  booth  to  the  and  also  to 
me/  whom  I  have  sent  home  agayne.  Thou  therfore  rcceave 
hym/  that  is  to  saye  myne  awne  bowels/  whom  1  wolde  fayne 
have  retayned  with  me/  thatt  in  thy  stede  he  myght  have  ininis- 
tred  vnto  me  in  the  bondes  off  the  gospell.  Neverthelesse/ 
witliout  thy  mynde/  wolde  I  do  noo  thynge/  that  that  goode 
which  spryngeth  off  the  shuld  nott  be  as  it  wer  off  necessitie/ 
butt  willynglv. 
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Haply  he  tberfore  departed  for  a  season  /  that  thou  shuidest 
receave  hym  for  ever/  not  nowe  as  a  servaunt:  butt  above  a 
servaunt  / 1  mean  a  brother  beloved  /  specially  to  me :  but  howe 
moche  more  vnto  the/  both  in  the  flessne /  and  also  in  the  lorde  ? 
Yff  thou  count  me  a  felowe  receave  hym  as  my  silfe.  Yff  he 
have  hurt  the  or  oweth  the  ought/  that  laye  to  my  charge.  1 
Paul  have  written  it  with  myne  awne  honde.  1  will  recompence 
it.  So  that  1  do  not  saye  to  the  howe  that  thou  owest  vnto  me 
even  thyne  awne  silfe.  Even  so  brother  /  let  me  entoye  the  in 
the  lorde.  Com  forte  my  bowels  in  the  lorde.  Trustynge  in 
thyne  obedience/  I  wrote  vnto  the  /  knowynge  that  thou  wilt  do 
more  then  I  saye  fore.  More  over  prepare  me  lodgyngc : 
for  I  trust  thorowe  the  helpe  off  youre  prayers  / 1  shalbc 
geven  vnto  you.  There  salute  the/  Epaphras  my 
felowe  presoner  in  Christe  Jesu/  Marcus/ 
Aristarchus/  Demas/  Lucas/  my  helpers. 

The  grace  of  oure  lorde  Jesu  Christ 
be  with  youre  spretes /  Amen. 


Sent  from  Rome  by  One 
simus  a  seruaunt. 
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©be  fprSt  Chapter. 

$IEC£3&  an  Apostle  of  Jesu  Christ/  to  them 
that  dwell  here  and  there  as  straungers  thorowe 
out/  Pontus/  Galacia/  Capadocia/  Asia/  and 
Bethinia  /  elect  by  the  forknowledge  off  God  the 
father  /  thorowe  the  sanctify  inge  off  the  sprete/ 
mto  obedience/  and  sprynklynge  of  the  bloud 
off  Jesus  Christ.  Grace  be  with  you/  and 
peace  be  multiplied. 

Blessed  be  God  the  father  off  oure  iorde  Jesus 
Christ/  which  thorowe  his  aboundant  mcrcie 
begat  vsagayne  vnto  a  lively  hope  /  by  the  resur- 
reccion  off  Jesus  Christ  from  deeth  /  to  enioyc  an  inheritaunce 
imtnortall/  and  vtidefiled/  and  that  putrifieth  not/  reserved  in  he- 
ven  for  you  which  are  kept  by  the  power  off  god  thorowe  fayth/ 
vnto  helth/  which  health  ib  prepared  all  redy  to  be  shewed  in  the 
last  tyme/  in  the  which  tyme  ye  shall  reioycc/  though  nowe  for 
a  season  (iff  nede  requyre)  ye  are  in  hevines/  throwe  raanylokie 
temptacions/  that  youre  fayth  once  tried  beynge  moche  more 
precious  then  golde  that  perissheth  (thougli  it  be  tried  wyth 
fyre)  inyght  be  founde  vnto  lawdc/  glory  /  and  honowre/  when 
Jesus  Christ  shall  apere:  whom  ye  have  not  sene  and  ye  yet 
love  hym/  in  whom  even  no  we/  though  ye  sc  hym  not  /  yet  ye 
beleve /  and  reioycc  with  ioye  in  enable/  and  glorious:  re- 
ccavyngc  the  ende  of  youre  fayth  /  the  helth  of  youre  soules. 

Of  which  health/  have  the  prophetes  enquy red  and  sought/ 
which  prophesied  of  the  grace  tliat  shulde  come  vnto  you/ 
scarchynge  when  /  or  att  what  tyme  the  sprete  of  Christ  which 
was  in  them  shulde  signifie/  which  sprete  testified  before/  the 
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passions  lhat  shuide  come  vnto  Christ/  and  the  glory  that  shuttle 
folowe  after:  vnto  which  prophetes  it  was  declared/  thatl  nott 
vnto  them  selves  /  but  vnto  vs/  they  shuide  minister  the  thinges 
which  are  nowe  shewed  vnto  you/  off  them  which  by  the  holy 
goost  sent  doune  from  heven/  have  preached  vnto  you  the 
thynges  which  the  angels  desyre  to  beholdc. 

Wherfore  gyrde  vppe  the  loynes  of  yourc  myndcs  /  be  sober/ 
and  tmst  parfectly  one  the  grace  that  is  brought  vnto  you  /  in 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  opened/  as  obedient  children  /  not  fassion- 
ynge  youre  selves  vn  to  youre  oldc  lustes  of  ignorancy  :  But  as 
he  which  called  you  is  holy  /  even  so  be  ye  holy  in  all  manor 
of  conversacion /  be  cause  itt  is  written:  Be  ye  holy  /  for  I  am 
holy. 

And  yflf  so  be  that  ye  call  on  the  father  which  with  out  respect 
off  person  iudgeth  accordynge  to  every  niannes  worke  /  se  that 
ye  passe  the  tyme  off  youre  pilgremage  in  feare.  For  as  mochc 
as  ye  knowe  howe  that  ye  were  nott  redemed  wyth  corruptible 
golde  and  silver  from  youre  vayne  conversacion/  which  yc  re- 
ceaved  by  the  tradicions  off  the  fathers :  but  with  the  precious 
bloud  of  Christ/  as  of  a  lam.be  vndefiled >  and  withouten  spoil/ 
which  was  ordeyned  before  the  worlde  was  made  :  but  was  de¬ 
clared  in  the  last  tymes  for  youre  sakes  /  which  by  his  meanes 
have  beloved  on  god  that  raysed  hym  from  deth/  and  glorified 
hym/  that  ye  myght  have  fayth  and  hope  towardc  god. 

And  for  as  moche  us  ye  have  purified  youre  soules  thorowc 
the  sprete/  in  obeyngc  the  trueth  for  to  love  brotherly  withoulcu 
faynynge/  se  that  yc  love  one  another  with  a  pure  hert  fervently : 
for  ye  arc  borne  a  newc/  not  of  mortall  seed  /  but  of  immortull 
seed/  by  the  wordc  of  god  which  liveth/  and  lasteth  for  ever/  be¬ 
cause  that  all  flesshe  is  as  grasse/  and  all  the  glory  of  man  is  as 
the  floure  of  grasse/  the  grasse  is  widdered/  and  the  flower  is 
faded  awaye/  but  the  wordc  of  the  lordc  endureth  ever.  And 
this  is  the  worde  which  by  the  gospel!  was  preached  amonge 
you. 


tj.  Cfjaptir. 

1VTHERFORE  laye  a  syde  all  maliciousnes/  and  all  gyle/ 
*  and  dissimulacion  /  and  envie/  and  all  baekbvtynge :  and 
as  newe  borne  babes  /  desyre  that  reasonable  my  Ike  which  is  with 
out  corrupcion/  that  ye  maye  growe  therm.  “Yf  so  be  that  ye 
have  tasted  howe  pleasaunt  the  lorde  is/  to  whom  ye  come  as 
vnto  a  livynge  Btone  which  is  disalowed  of  men  /  but  elect  of  god 
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and  precious:  and  ye  as  lyvynge  stones/  are  made  a  spretualf 
housse/  and  an  holy  presthode  /  for  to  offer  vppe  spretuall  sacry- 
fice/  acceptable  to  god  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Wherfore  it  is  contayned  in  the  scripture:  beholder  I  put 
in  Sion  an  heed  corner  stone/  elccte  and  precious :  and  he  that 
beleveth  on  him  shall  nott  be  a  shamed.  Vnto  you  therfore 
which  beleve  is  he  precious :  butt  vnto  them  which  beleve  not 
the  same  stone  which  the  bylders  refused/  is  made  the  heed 
stone  in  the  comer  /  and  a  stone  to  stomble  att/  and  a  rocke  to 
offende  them  which  stomble  at  the  worde/  and  beleve  not  that 
where  on  they  were  set.  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generacion/  a 
royall  presthod/  an  holy  nacion/  and  a  peculiar  peple/  that  ye 
shulde  shewe  the  vertues  off  hym  that  called  you  out  off  dark- 
nes  into  hys  •  marvellous  light/  which  in  tyme  past  wore  nott 
a  people/  yett  are  ye  nowe  the  people  off  God  which  were  not 
vnder  mercy :  butt  nowe  have  obteyned  mercy. 

Derly  beloved  I  beseche  you  as  straungers/  and  pilgrems/ 
abstayne  from  flesshly  lustes  whiche  fyght  agaynst  the  soule/ 
and  se  that  ye  have  honest  conversacion  amonge  the  gentyis/ 
that  they  which  backbyte  you  as  evyll  doars/  maye  se  youre 
good  workes  and  prayse  god  in  the  daye  off  visitacion. 

Submit  youre  selves  vnto  all  manner  ordinaunce  of  man  for 
the  lordes  sake  /  whether  it  be  vnto  the  kynge  as  vnto  the  chefe 
heed :  other  vnto  ruelars/  as  vnto  them  that  are  sent  of  him/ 
for  the  ptinnysshment  of  evyll  doars:  butt  for  the  laude  of  them 
that  well  do.  For  so  is  the  will  of  god/  that  with  well  doynge 
ye  shulde  stoppethe  moutlies  of  ignorant  men :  as  fre/  and  nott 
as  though  ye  tokc  liber  tie  for  a  cloke  of  malieiousnes :  but  even 
as  the  servatintes  off  god,  Se  that  ye  hononre  all  men.  Love 
brotherly  felishippe/  (earc  god/  honour  the  kynge. 

Servauntes  obey  youre  masters  with  all  tea  re  /  not  only  yf 
they  be  good  and  courteous :  but  also  though  they  be  frowarde. 
For  it  commeth  off  grace/  yf  a  man  for  conscience  towarde  god 
endure  grefc/  sufferynge  wrongfully.  For  what  prayse  is  it/  if 
when  ye  be  buffetted  for  youre  fautes/  ye  take  it  paciently? 
But  and  if  when  ye  do  well/  ye  suffer  wronge  and  take  it 
paciently  /  then  is  there  thanke  with  god. 

Here  vnto  verely  were  ye  called/  for  Christ  also  suffered  for 
cure  sakes :  levynge  vs  sin  insample  that  ye  shulde  folowe  his 
steppes  /  which  did  no  sinne/  uethcr  was  there  gyle  founde  in 
his  tnougth:  which  when  he  was  reviled/  reviled  not  agayne: 
when  lie  suffered  /  he  threatened  not/  hut  committed  the  cause 
to  him  that  iudgeth  righteously  /  which  his  awne  silfe  hare  cure 
sinnes  in  his  body  on  the  tree/  that  wc  shulde  be  delivered  from 
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synne  and  divide  live  in  rightewesnes.  By  whose  s  try  pcs  ye 
were  healed.  For  ye  were  as  shepe  which  goo  astraye :  but 
are  nowe  returned  vnto  the  sbephcerd/  and  bisshoppe  of  yourc 
soules. 


€$t  ti).  Chapter. 

T  YKE  wyse  let  the  wenien  be  in  sabieccxm  to  their  hus- 
^  baudes/  that  even  they  which  beleve  nott  the  worde/  maye 
without  the  worde  be  wonne  by  the  conversacion  of  the  wyves : 
whyll  they  beholde  youre  pure  conversacion  coupled  with  feare. 
Whose  aparell  shall  not  be  outwaide  with  broyded  hearer  and 
hangynge  on  of  golde/  other  in  putty nge  on  of  gorgious  aparell ; 
but  lett  the  hid  man  of  the  herte  be  vneorrupt/  with  a  make  and 
aqnyet  sprete/  which  sprete  is  before  god  a  thy  nge  moche  set 
by.  ifor  after  this  manner  in  the  olde  tyme  did  the  whoiy  women 
which  trusted  in  god  tyre  them  selves/  and  were  obedient  (o  their 
hnsbandes  /  even  as  Sara  obeyd  Abraham  and  called  him  lorde : 
whose  doughters  ye  are  as  longe  as  ye  do  wcic.  and  be  not 
afrayde  of  every  shadowe. 

Lyke  wyse  ye  men  dwell  with  them  accordvngc  to  knowledge/ 
gevynge  honoure  vnto  the  wyfe/  as  vnto  the  weaker  vessel  /  and 
as  vnto  them  that  are  heyres  also  of  the  grace  of  lyte/  that  yourc 
prayers  be  not  lett. 

In  conclusion  /  be  ye  all  of  one  myndc/  one  suffre  with  another r 
love  as  brethren/  be  petifull/  be  courteous/  not  rendrynge  ewil 
for  cvyll:  ne t3 ier  rebuke  for  rebuke :  but  contrary  wyse/  blesse ; 
remeuibrynge  that  ye  are  there  vnto  called/  even  that  ye  shiihlu 
be  heyres  of  blessynge.  For  who  so  listeth  to  lore  Ivfo  and  to 
se  good  dayes  /  let  him  refraync  his  touge  from  evyll/  and  his 
lippes  thatt  they  speake  not  gyle :  Let  liym  eschnc  cvyll  and  do 
good  :  let  him  seke  peace  /  and  ensue  it.  For  flic  eyes  of  the 
tordc  are  over  the  righteous/  and  his  cares  are  open  vnto  then- 
prayers  :  butt  the  face  off  the  lorde  bcholdeth  them  that  do  evyll. 

Id  ^  .  l  *  ji  .  *ll  V  _  _  __  i _  .j 


which  is  good?  not  with  stoody nge  happy  arc 


it 
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ightewesnessis  sake.  Nevertnelesse 
terrible  vnto  you/  nether  be  troubled :  but  sanctific  the  lorde  god 
in  youre  hertes.  be  redy  all  waves  to  geve  an  answere  to  every 
man  that  axeth  you  a  reson  of  the  hope  that  yc  liuve/  and  that 
with  meaknes  and  feare :  havynge  a  good  conscience/  that  when 
they  backbyte  you  as  evyll  doars  /  they  maye  be  a  shamed  /  lor 
as  moche  as  they  have  talcely  accused  youre  god  conversanon 
in  Christ. 
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Hit  is  better  (yf  the  wyll  of  god  be  so)  that  ye  sufire  for  well 
doynge/  then  for  evyll  doynge.  For  as  moche  as  Christ  hath 
once  suffered  for  sinnes/  the  iuste  for  the  vniugte/  forto  brynge 
vs  to  god /  and  was  killed/  as  pertaynynge  to  the  flesshe:  but 
was  quyckened  in  the  sprete. 

In  whicli  sprete/  he  also  went  and  preached  vnto  the  spretes 
that  were  in  preson/  which  were  in  tyme  passed  disobedient/ 
when  the  longe  sufferynge  of  god  abode  excedingc  paciently  in 
the  dayes  of  noe/  whill  the  arcke  was  a  prepary nge/  wherein 
feawc  (that  is  to  save  viij.  soules)  were  saved  by  water  /  which 
siguifieth  baptitn  that  nowe  saveth  vs/  not  the  puttynge  awaye 
of  the  filth  of  the  flesshe/  but  in  that  a  good  conscience  con- 
senteth  to  god  /  by  the  resurreccion  of  Jesus  Christ/  whieh  is  on 
the  right  lionde  of  god  /  and  is  gone  into  heven/  angels/  power/ 
and  myght/  subdued  vnto  him. 


Cfjt  utj.  C^apttr. 

T^OR  as  moche  as  Christ  hath  suffered  for  vs  in  the  flesshe/ 
arrne  youre  selves  like  wyse  with  the  same  mynde :  for  he 
which  suffereth  in  the  flesshe  ceasith  from  synne  /  that  he  hence 
iorwarde  shulde  live  as  moche  tyme  as  remayneth  in  the  flesshe/ 
not  after  the  lustes  of  men:  butt  after  the  will  of  God.  For  it 
is  sufficient  for  vs  that  we  have  spent  the  tyme  that  is  past  of 
the  lyfe/  after  the  will  of  the  gentyls/  walkynge  in  wantannes 
lustes  /  dronkennes  /  in  eatyoge  /  drynkynge  /  and  in  ubhominabie 
ydolatrie. 

And  it  semeth  to  them  a  straunge  thinge  that  ye  runne  not  also 
with  them  vnto  the  same  excesse  of  ryote/  and  therfore  speake 
they  evyll  off  you/  which  shall  geve  a  comptes  to  hym  that  is 
redy  to  iudge  quyeke  and  deed.  For  vnto  this  purpose  verely 
was"  the  gospell  "preached  vnto  the  deed/  that  they  shulde  be 
iudged  after  the  manner  off  men  in  the  flesshe/  but  shulde  live 
godly  in  the  sprete.  The  ende  of  all  thynges  is  at  honde. 

Be  ye  therfore  discrete/  and  sober  /  that  ye  maye  be  apte  to 
pray  res.  Butt  above  all  thynges  have  fervent  love  a  monge  you. 
For  love  covereth  the  multitude  of  sinnes.  Be  ye  herbrous  /  and 
that  without  grudginge.  As  every  man  hath  receaved  the  gyfte/ 
minister  the  same  one  to  another  as  good  ministers  of  the  many- 
folde  graee  of  god.  Yf  eny  man  speake  /  let  him  talke  as  thoughe 
he  speake  the  wordes  of  god.  Yf  eny  man  minister/  let  him  do 
it  as  of  the  abilitie  which  god  ministreth  vnto  him.  That  god  in 
all  thinges  maye  be  gloryfied  thorowc  Jesus  Christ/  to  whom  be 
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prayse  and  dominion  for  ever  and  wliyll  the  world  e  stondclli 

Amen. 

Derly  beloved/  be  not  troubled  in  this  heat e/  which  nowe  is 
come  amonge  you  to  trye  you  /  as  though  some  straungc  thynge 
had  happened  vnto  you :  but  reioyce  in  as  moche  as  ye  are  parte 
takers  ofChristes  passions  /  tliatt  when  his  glory  aper eth  /  y e  mave 
be  mery  and  gladde. 

Happy  are  ye  when  ye  suffre  rebuke  for  the  name  of  Christ. 
For  the  sprete  of  glory  and  the  sprete  of  god  resteth  apon  you . 
On  their  parte  he  is  evyll  spoken  of:  but  on  youre  parte  he  is 
glorified . 

Se  that  none  of  you  sutler  as  a  murtherer/  or  as  a  thefe /  or  an 
evyll  doar/  or  as  a  busybody  in  wother  mens  matters.  Yff  cny 
man  suffre  as  a  Christen  man  /  let  hym  not  be  ashamed :  but  let 
him  glorifie  god  on  this  behalfe.  For  the  tyme  is  come  that 
iudgement  must  begyn  at  the  housse  off  god.  Yf  it  fyrst  begyn 
at  vs  /  what  shall  the  ende  be  of  them  which  beleve  not  the  gos- 
pell  off  god  ?  And  yf  the  righteous  scasly  be  saved :  where  shall 
all  the  vngodly  and  the  sinner  apere  ?  Wherfore  let  them  that 
suffer  accordynge  to  the  will  off  god  /  committ  their  souies  to 
hym  with  well  doynge/  as  vnto  a  faythfull  creator. 

b.  Chapter. 

T^HE  sen  lours  which  are  amonge  you  I  exhortc/  which  am  also 
-*■  a  senioure/  and  a  witnesof  the  afHiccionsof  Christ  /  and  also 
a  part  taker  off  the  glory  thatt  shalbe  opened  :  se  thatt  ye  fede 
Christes  flocke/  which  is  amonge  you  /  takvnge  the  oversyglit 
off  them  /  nott  as  though  ye  were  compelled  there  to :  butt  wil- 
lyngly :  Nott  for  the  desyre  of  filthy  lucre :  but  of  a  good  mynde. 
Nott  as  though  ye  were  lordes  over  the  parisshes :  but  that  ye  be 
an  insample  to  the  flocke.  and  when  the  ehefe  shepheerde  shall 
apere/  yc  shall  receave  an  incorruptible  croune  of  glorye. 

Lykwyse  ye  yonger  submit  youre  selves  vnto  the  elder.  Sub¬ 
mit  youre  selves  every  man/  one  to  another.  Knct  youre  selves 
togedder  in  lowlines  of  mynde.  For  god  resisteth  the  proud e 
and  geveth  grace  to  the  humble.  Submit  youre  selves  therfurc 
vnder  the  myghty  honde  of  god/  that  he  maye  exalt  you  /  when 
the  tyme  is  come.  Cast  all  youre  care  to  hym :  for  he  caret!) 
for  you. 

Be  sober  and  watch  /  for  youre  adversary  the  devyll  as  a  ror- 
ynge  lion  walketh  about/  sekynge  whom  he  may  devourc :  whom 
resist  stedfast  in  the  fayth/  reinerabrynge  that  yc  do  but.  fulfill 
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the  same  afflictions  which  are  apoynted  to  youre  brethren  that 
are  in  the  wo  ride.  The  God  of  all  grace/  which  called  you  vnto 
his  eternall  glory  by  Christ  Jesus/  shall  his  awne  silfe  after  a 
ly tell  affliction  make  you  parfet:  shall  settle/  strengthe/  and 
stablisshe  you.  To  hym  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever/  and 
whill  the  worlde  endurcth  Amen. 

By  Silvanus  a  faythfull  brother  vnto  you  (as  I  suppose)  have 
I  written  brevely/  exhortynge  and  testifyinge  Itowe  that  this  is 
the  true  grace  of  god/  wherin  ye  stonde.  The  congregacion 
that  is  gaddered  to  gedder  at  Babilon/  saluteth  you /  and  Mar¬ 
cus  my  sonne,  Grete  ye  one  another  with  the  kysse 
off  love.  Peace  be  with  you  all  which  are 

in  Christ  Jesus/  Amen. 


Cf)t 

JkfonSt  of  fitter. 


Wbt  fprst  Cbaptrr. 


Peter  a  seruaunt  and  an  apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ  /  to  them  which  have  obtayned  lyke 
precious  fayth  with  vs  in  the  rightewesnes  that 
commeth  off  oure  God  /  and  off  the  savioure  Jesus 
Christ. 

Grace  with  you  /  and  peace  be  multiplied  in  the 
knowledge  off  God/  and  off  Jesus  oure  lorde.  Accordynge  as 


w  ^  u 

his  godly  power  hath  geven  vnto  vs  all  thynges  that  pertayne 
vnto  lyfe  and  to  serve  god  with  all  /  thorowe  the  knowledge  of 
hym  that,  hath  called  vs  by  vertue  and  glory/  by  the  meanes 
where  off/  are  geven  vnto  vs  excellent  and  moste  greatte  pro- 
meses  /  that  by  the  helpe  off  them  ye  shulde  be  part  takers  off 
the  godly  nature  /  in  that  ye  flyc  the  corrupcion  off  worldy  lust. 
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And  here  vnto  geve  all  diligence :  in  youre  fayth  minister 
vertue/and  in  vertue  knowledge /and  in  knowledge  temperancy/ 
and  in  tcmperancy  pacience/  in  pacience  godlynes/  in  godlynes 
brotherly  kyndnes  /  in  brotherly  kyndnes  love.  For  yf  these 
thinges  be  amonge  you/  and  arc  plenteous  they  woll  make  you 
that  ye  nether  shalbe  ydle  nor  vnfrutfull  vnto  the  knowledge  off 
oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ.  He  that  lacketh  these  thyngcs  is  blynde 
and  gropeth  for  the  waye  with  his  honde/  and  hath  forgotten 
that  he  was  ponrged  from  his  olde  synnes. 

Wherfore  brethren  geve  the  moare  diligence  forto  make  youre 
callynge  and  eleccion  sure.  For  yf  ye  do  soche  thynges  ye 
shall  never  erre.  Ye  and  by  this  meanes  an  entrynge  in  shalbe 
ministred  vnto  you  aboundantly  in  to  the  everlastynge  kyngdom 
off  oure  lorde  and  saveoure  Jesus  Christ. 

Wherfore  I  will  not  be  negligence  to  put  you  aliwayes  in 
remembrance  of  soche  thynges/  though  that  ye  knowe  them 
youre  selves  and  be  also  stablisshed  in  the  present  tructh.  Not 
withstondynge  1  thynke  yt  mete  (as  longe  as  I  am  in  this  taber¬ 
nacle)  to  stere  you  vppe  by  puttynge  you  in  remembraunce  /  for 
as  moch  as  I  am  sure  howe  that  the  tyme  is  at  honde  that  I  must 
put  of  this  my  tabernacle/  even  as  our  lorde  Jesus  Christ  hath 
shewed  me.  I  will  en  foarce  therfore/  that  on  every  svde  ve 
mygltt  have  wherwith  to  stere  vppe  the  remcmbrauncc  off  these 
thynges  after  my  departynge. 

For  we  folowed  not  decevable  fables  when  wo  openned  vnto 
you  the  power/  and  comraynge  of  our  lorde  Jesus  Christ:  but 
with  oure  eves  we  sawe  his  maiestie.  Even  then  verely  when 

V 

he  receavcd  of  god  the  father  honor  and  glory/  and  when  there 
cam  soche  a  voyce  to  hym  from  excellent  glorie.  This  is  my 
dere  beloved  sonne/  in  whom  I  have  delite/  this  voyce  we  herde 
when  it  cam  from  lieven  /  beynge  with  hym  in  the  holy  mountc. 

We  have  also  a  more  sure  worde  off  prophesy  /  where  vnto  yff 
ye  take  hede/  as  vnto  a  lyght  that  shyneth  in  a  darke  place/  ve 
do  wele/  vntill  the  daye  dawne  and  the  daye  star  re  aryse  in 
your  hertes.  So  that  ye  fyrst  knowe  this  /  that  no  prophesy  in 
the  scripture  hath  eny  private  interpretacion.  For  the  scripture, 
cam  never  by  the  will  of  man  :  but  wholy  men  of  god  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  wholy  goost. 


Cf)e  tj.  Chapter. 

HPHERE  were  falce  prophetes  amonge  the  people  even  as  there 
shalbe  falce  teachers  amonge  you  :  which  prevelv  shall 
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brvngc  in  damnable  sectes/  even  denyinge  the  lorde  that  hath 
bought  them  r  and  brynge  on  thcicr  oweu  heeddes  swyft  damn  a  - 
cion  /  and  many  shall  folowe  their  damnable  wayes  /  by  which 
the  waye  off  trueth  shalbe  evyll  spoken  off/  and  thorowe  cove- 
tousnes  shall  they  with  fayned  wordcs  make  marchandyse  of  you  / 
whose  iudgement  is  not  farre  of/  and  there  dampnacion  slepeth 
not. 

For  yf  god  spared  not  the  angels  that  synned  but  cast  them 
doune  into  hell  /  and  putt  them  in  chaynes  of  darcknes  /  there  to 
be  kept  vnto  judgement,  nether  spared  the  olde  worlde :  butt 
saved  Noe  the  ayghte  preacher  of  rightewesnes  /  and  brought  in 
the  flud  into  the  worlde  off  the  vn godly  /  and  turned  the  cities 
of  Zodom  ahd  Gomor  into  asshes :  overthrewe  them/  damned 
them/  and  made  them  an  ensamplc  vnto  all  that  alter  shulde 
live  vngodly.  ‘  And  iust  Lot  vexed  with  the  vnclenly  conversa¬ 
tion  off  the  wicked  /  delivered  he.  For  he  beynge  ryghteous 
and  dwellyngc  amongc  them  /  in  seynge  and  hearynge  /  vexed 
his  righteous  soule  from  dayc  to  dayc  with  their  vnrighteous 
dedes.  The  lorde  knoweth  liowe  to  deliver  the  godly  out  off 
temptation/  and  howe  to  reserve  the  vniuste  vnto  the  daye  off 
iudgement  for  to  be  punnysshed- :  namly  them  that  walke  after 
the  flesshe  in  the  lust  off  vnclennes/  and  despyse  the  ruelars. 
Presumpteons  are  they/  and  stubbome  and  feare  not  to  speake 
evyll  oft' them  that  arc  in  auctorite.  When  the  angels  which  are 
gretter  hothc  in  power  and  myght/  receave  not  of  the  lorde 
raylynge  iudgement  agaynst  them.  But  these  as  brute  beastes/ 
naturally  made  to  be  taken  and  destroyed/  speake  evyll  of  that 
they  knowe  not  /  and  shall  perisshe  through  their  owne  destruc¬ 
tion/  and  receave  the  rewarde  of  vnrightewesnes. 

They  count  it  pleasure  to  live  deliciously  for  a  season.  S pottos 
tliev  are  and  filthynes:  and  off  you  they  make  a  inockyng- 
stoke  feast ynge  togedder  in  their  deceavable  waves ;  havynge 
eyes  full  ofadvoutric  >  and  that  cannot  cease  to  synne/  begyl- 
ynge  vn  stable  soules,  Hertes  they  have  exercyscd  with  cove- 
teousucs.  They  are  cursed  chyldren  /  and  have  forsaken  the  right 
wave/  and  arc  gone  astraye  folowynge  the  waye  of  Balam  the 
sonne  of  Bosuc/  which  loved  the  rewarde  of  vnrightewesnes :  but 
was  rebuked  of  his  iuiquitic.  The  tame  and  dom  beast  /  speak- 
yngc  with  mannes  voyce  forbade  the  folisshnes  of  the  prophet. 

These  are  welles  without  water  /  and  cloudes  caried  about  of  a 
tempest/  to  whone  the  myst  off  darcknes  is  reserved  for  ever. 
For  when  they  have  spoken  the  swellynge  wordes  off  vanytie  / 
they  begyle  with  wantannes  thorowe  the  lustes  off  the  flesshe 
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them  tliat  were  clene  escaped:  butt nowe  are  wrapped  in  errours. 
They  promys  tliem  libertie  /  and  are  them  selves  the  bondc  ser- 
vauutes  of  corrupcion.  For  of  whom  soever  a  man  is  over  com  / 
vnto  tike  same  is  he  in  bondage.  For  yf  they/  after  they  have 
escaped  from  the  filthynes  of  the  worlde  thorowe  the  knowledge  off 
the  lorde/  and  of  the  saviour  Jesu9  Christ  /  they  are  yet  tangled 
agayne  therm  and  over  come :  then  is  the  latter  ende  worese 
with  them  then  the  begynnynge.  For  it  had  bene  better  for 
them  /  not  to  have  knowene  the  waye  of  righteousnes  /  limn  after 
they  have  knowen  it  /  to  turne  from  the  holy  commaundement 
geven  vnto  them.  Hit  is  happened  vnto  them  accord ynge  to 
the  true  proYcrbe :  The  dogge  is  turned  to  his  vomet  agayne/ 
and  the  sowe  after  she  is  wesahed  /  is  returned  to  her  wallowynge 
in  the  myre. 


Wtft  uj.  €3japtrr. 

rpHIS  is  the  seconde  pistle  that  I  nowe  write  vnto  you  /  my 
*"•  derly  beloved  /  wherwitli  I  stere  vppe  and  warne  you  re  pure 
myndes/  to  call  to  remembraunce  the  wordcs  were  lolde  l>efore 
off  the  holy  prophetes/  and  also  the  commaundement  of  vs  the 
apostles  of  the  lorde  and  saveour. 

This  fyrst  vnderstonde  /  that  there  shall  come  in  the  last  dayes 
mockers/  which  will  walke  after  their  awnc  lnst.es  and  save: 
Where  is  the  promes  of  his  commynge?  For  senee  the  fathers 
died  all  thynges  continue  in  the  same  estate  wherin  they  were 
at  the  begynnynge.  This  they  knowe  not  (and  that  willyngly) 
howe  that  the  hevens  a  grett  whyle  ago  were  /  and  the  erth  that 
was  in  the  water  /  appered  vppe  out  of  the  water  by  the  worde 
of  god :  by  the  which  thinges/  the  worlde  that  theu  was  pe- 
risshed  over  flowen  with  the  fiudde.  But  the -hevens  vercly 
and  erth  which  are  nowe  t  are  kept  by  the  same  worde  in  store  / 
and  reserved  vnto  fyre/  agaynste  the  daye  of  iudgemeot  and 
perdicion  of  vngodly  men. 

Dcrely  beloved  be  not  ignorant  of  this  one  thynge  /  howe  that, 
one  daye  is  with  the  lorde  /  as  a  thousande  yeare/  and  a  thou¬ 
sand  ycore  as  one  daye.  The  lorde  is  not  slake  to  fulfill  his 
promes  as  some  men  count  slacknes :  but  is  pacient  to  vs  warde 
and  wolde  have  no  man  lost/  butt  wolde  rcceave  all  men  to 
repeutaunce.  Neverthelesse  the  daye  off  the  lorde  will  come  as 
a  thefe  in  the  nyght  /  in  the  which  daye  /  the  hevens  shall  perisshe. 
with  terrible  noyse/  and  the  elementes  shall  melt  with  beet. 
And  the  erth  with  the  workes  that  are  therin  shall  borime. 
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Yf  all  these  thynges  shall  perisshe/  what  maner  persons  ought 
ye  to  be  in  holy  conversacion /  and  godlines:  lokyogefore/  and 
liastynge  vnto  the  conmiynge  off  the  daye  off  God  /  In  which  the 
hevcna  shall  perisshe  with  lyre/  and  the  elementes  shalbe  con¬ 
sumed  with  heate.  Neverthelesse  we  loke  for  a  neue  hevcn/  and 
a  newc  erlh /  aceordyftge  to  his  promes/  where  in  dwelleth  righ¬ 
ts  wearies. 

Wlierfore  derly  beloved  /  seynge  that  yc  loke  for  soche 
thynges  /  be  diligent  that  ye  maye  be  ibunde  of  hym  in  peace  / 
with  out  spott  and  vndefiled :  And  suppose  that  the  longe  suf- 
ferynge  off  thelorde  is  helth  /  even  as  ourederely  beloved  brother 
Paul  i  accordynge  to  the  wysdom  geven  vnto  hym/  wrote  to  you/ 
yee  t  almost  in  every  pistle  speakynge  off  soche  thynges:  amonge 
which  arc  many  thynges  lrarde  to  be  vnderstoude/  which  they 
that  arc  vnlearued  /  and  vnstable  pervert/  as  they  do  wother 
scriptures  vnto  their  ovvne  destruccion.  Y‘e  therfore 
dearly  beloved  seynge  ye  are  warned/  Beware 
lest  ye  be  also  plucked  awaye  with  the  erroure 
of  the  wicked/  and  fall  from  you  re 
owne  stedfastnes  :  But  growe 
in  grace/  and  in  the  knowledge  off 
ourc  lorde  /  and  saveoure  Jesus  Christ.  To  whom 

be  glory  bothe  no  we  and  for  ever/ 

Amen. 


a  b 
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toot  which  was  from  the  begynnynge  dr 
ctarc  we  m to  you  /  which  we  have  herde  which 
we  have  sene  with  oure  eyes/  which  we  have 
loked  apon/  and  cure  hondes  have  Uandbd  • 
of  the  woide  of  lyfe.  For  the  lyfe  apered  /  and 
we  have  sene/  and  be  arc  witnes/  and  dime 

vnto  yoa  that  eternal!  lyfe/  which  was  wit!)  the 
father/  and  apered  vnto  vs.  That  which  we 
have  sene  and  herde  declare  we  vnto  you  that 
ye  maye  have 'fell  ishippe  with  vs/  and  dial  oure 
fellishtppe  mayo  be  with  the  father/  and  bis 
sonne  Jesus  Christ,  And  this  write  we  vnto  you/  that  you  re 
ioye  maye  be  full. 

And  this  is  the  tydyoges  which  we  have  herde  of  him  /  and 
declare  vnto  you  /  that  god  is  lyght/  and  in  him  is  no  daiknes  at 
all.  yf  we  saye  that  we  have  fdlishippe  with  hym/  and  yt-t 
walke  in  daiknes/  we  lye/  and  do  not  the  truth :  but  and  yf  vc 
walke  in  lyght  even  as  he  is  in  lyght  /  then  have  wc  fellishtppe  with 
hym  /  and  the  Uoud  of  Christ  his  sonne  clensetli  vs  from  all  synne. 

Yf  we  shall  saye  that  we  have  no  synne/  wc  deceave  oun- 
selves/  and  trueth  is  not  in  vs.  yf  we  kuowledge  oure  symics/ 
he  is  faythfull  and  hist/  to  for  geve  vs  oure  synnes  /  and  to  dens'- 
vs  from  all  vnrightewesnes.  Yf  wc  saye  wc  have  not  sinned ' 
we  make  hym  a  lyar/  and  hts  worde  is  not  in  vs. 


Cfp  dttonfic  Chapter. 

TAfY  lytcll  children  /  these  thinges  write  1  vnto  you  /  that  vc 
"*■  sliulde  not  sinne :  and  yf  eny  man  synne/  yet  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  father/  Jesus  Christ/  which  is  righteous ;  and 
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he  itt  is  that  obteyneth  grace  for  oure  synnes :  not  for  oure  sin nes 
only :  but  also  for  the  sinnes  of  ail  the  worlde.  And  herby  we 
knowe  that  we  have  knowen  him  /  yf  wc  kepe  his  commaunde- 
meutes.  He  that  sayth  I  knowe  hym/  and  kepeth  nott  liiscom- 
maundementes  is  a  lyar/  and  the  veritie  ia  not  in  him.  Whoso¬ 
ever  kepeth  his  worde/  in  hym  is  the  love  of  god  parfet  in  dede. 
And  therin  knowe  we  that  we  are  in  hym.  He  that  sayth  he 
bydeth  in  hym  /  ought  to  walke  even  as  he  walked. 

Brethren  I  write  rio  newe  commaundcment  vnto  you :  but  that 
olde  commaundement  which  ye  licrdc  from  the  begynnynge. 
The  oldc  commaundement  is  the  worde  which  ye  herde  from  the 
begynnynge.  Agayne  a  newe  commaundement  I  write  vnto 
you/  a  tliynge  that  is  true  in  hym  /  and  also  in  you :  for  the 
dark  nes  is  past/  and  the  true  lyght  nowe  shyneth.  He  that 
sayth  howe  that  he  Is  in  the  true  light/  and  yet  liateth  his 
brother  /  is  in  darcknes  even  vntyll  this  tyme.  He  that  loveth 
his  brother/  abydeth  in  the  light  /  and  there  is  none  occasion  of 
ewll  in  him.  He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  in  darknes/ and 
walketh  in  darknes :  and  cannot  tell  whither  lie  goeth  /  be  cause 
tli alt.  darknes  hath  blynded  his  eyes. 

Babes  I  write  vnto  you  howe  that  youre  synnes  are  forgeven 
you  for  his  names  sake.  I  wryte  vnto  you  fathers/  howe  that 
ye  have  knowen  him  that  was  from  the  begynnynge.  I  wryte 
vnto  you  yonge  men/  howe  that  yc  have  overcome  the  wicked. 
I  wryte.  vnto  you  lytell  children/  ha  we  that  ye  have  knowne  the 
father.  I  write  vnto  you  fathers/  howe  that  ye  have  knowen 
him  that  was  from  the  begynnynge.  I  wryte  vnto  you  yonge 
men  /  howe  that  yc  are  stronge  :  and  the  worde  of  God  abydeth 
in  vou/  and  vc  have  over  come  that  wicked. 

Se  that  ye  love  not  the  worlde/  nctlicr  the  thyngesthat  are  in 
the  worlde.  Yf  eny  man  love  the  worlde  /  the  love  of  the  father 
is  not  in  him.  For  all  that  is  in  the  worlde  (as  the  lust  of  the 
flesshe /  the  lust  of  the  eyes/  and  the  pryde  of  gooddes)  is  not  of 
the  father ;  butt  of  the  worlde.  And  the  worlde  vannyssheth 
awave/ and  the  lust  thcr  of:  butt  he  that  fulfilleth  the  will  of 
god/  abydeth  ever. 

Lytell  children  it  is  the  last  tyme/  and  as  ye  have  herde  howe 
thatt  Antichrist  shall  come :  even  nowe  are  there  many  Anti- 
christes  come  allredy  wher  by  we  knowe  that  it  is  the  last  tyme. 
They  went  oute  from  vs  but  they  were  nott  of  vs.  For  yf  they 
had  bene  of  vs/  thev  wolde  no  dout  have  continued  with  vs. 
Butt  that  fortuned  that  ytt  myghtapere/  that  they  were  not  of  vs. 

And  ye  have  an  oyntment  of  the  holy  gost/  and  ye  knowe  all 
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thingea.  1  wrote  not  vnto  you/  as  though  ye  knewe  not  the 
trueth  :  but  as  though  ye  knewe  it  /  and  knowe  also  that  no  lye 
commeth  of  trueth.  who  is  a  lyar:  but  he  that  denyeth  that 
Jesus  is  Christ  ?  he  is  Antichrist  that  dcnie.th  the  father  and  the 
sonne.  Whosoever  denyeth  the  sonne/  the  same  hath  not  the 
father.  Let  therfore  abyde  in  you  that  same  which  ye  herde 
from  the  begynnynge.  Yf  that  which  ye  herde  from  the  begyn- 
nynge  shall  remayne  in  you/  ye  also  shall  continewe  in  the  sonne  / 
and  in  the  father.  And  this  is  the  promes  that  he  hath  promysed 
v9  /  even  eternal)  lyfe. 

This  have  I  written  vnto  you/  as  concernyngc  them  that 
disceave  you.  And  the  anoyntynge  which  ye  have  receavefl  of 
hvm  dwelleth  in  you.  And  ye  nede  not  that  eny  man  teachc 
you  :  but  as  that  annoyntynge  teacheth  you  all  thinges/  and  is 
true/  and  is  no  lye  :  and  as  it  taught  you/  evert  so  byde  therin. 
And  nowe  babes  abyde  in  hyra  /  that  when  he  shall  apeve  /  we 
maye  be  bolde/  and  nott  be  made  a  shamed  of  him  at  his  com- 
mynge.  Yff  ye  knowe  that  he  is  righteous/  knowe  also  that  lie 
whych  foloweth  righiewesnes/  is  borne  of  liyin. 

Cf)£  uj.  Chapter. 

"OEHOLDE  what  love  the  father  hath  shewed  on  vs  /  that  we 
■***  shulde  be  called  the  sonnes  of  god.  For  this  cause  the 
worlde  knoweth  you  not  be  cause  it  hath  not  kuowen  him. 
Derely  beloved/  nowe  are  we  the  sonnes  of  god  /  and  yet  it  hath 
not  apered  what  we  shalbe.  but  we  knowe  that  when  it  shall 
apere/  we  shalbe  lyke  hym.  For  we  shall  se  hym  as  lie  is.  And 
every  man  that  hath  thys  hope  in  hym  /  pourgeth  hym  silfe/  even 
as  he  ys  pure.  Whosoever  committeth  synne/  commit.tet.li 
vnrightewesnes  also/  and  synne  is  vnrightewesnes.  and  yc 
knowe  that  he  apered  to  take  awaye  oure  synnes/  and  in  him  is 
no  synne.  As  many  as  byde  in  him/  synne  not:  whosoever 
synneth  hath  not  sene  hym/  nether  hath  knowen  him. 

Babes  let  no  man  deceave  you/  He  that  doeth  rightewesnes 
is  righteous/  even  as  he  is  righteous.  He  that  committeth  sinno 
is  of  the  devill ;  for  the  devyll  synneth  sence  the  begynninge. 
For  this  purpose  apered  the  sonne  of  god  /  to  lowse  the  workes 
of  the  devill.  Whosoever  is  borne  of  god/  sinneth  not :  for  his 
seede  remayneth  in  hym  /  and  he  cannot  sinne/  be  cause  be  is 
borne  of  god.  In  this  are  the  children  of  god  knowen  /  and  the 
children  of  the  devill.  Whosoever  doeth  not  rightewesnes/  is 
not  of  god  /  nether  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother. 
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For  this  is  the  tydinges/  that  ye  herde  from  the  begyunynge/ 
that  ye  shulde  lore  one  another :  not  as  Cayn  which  was  of  the 
wicked  and  slewe  hvs  brother.  And  wherfore  slewe  he  him  ? 

V 

be  cause  hys  awne  workes  were  evyll/  and  his  brothers  goode. 
Marveyle  nott  my  brethren  yfF  the  worlde  hate  you.  We  knowe 
that  we  are  translated  from  deeth  vnto  lyfe/  be  cause  we  love 
the  brothren.  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother/  abydeth  in  deeth. 
Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  /  is  a  man  slear.  And  ye  knowe 
thatt  no  man  slear/  hath  eternall  lyfe  abydynge  in  hym. 

Hereby  perceave  we  love  :  for  he  gave  his  lyfe  for  vs :  And  we 
ought  also  to  geve  oure  lives  for  oure  brethren.  Whosoever 
hath  this  worldes  goode  and  seyth  his  brother  in  necessitie/  and 
shetteth  vppe  his  compassion  from  him  :  howe  dwellcth  the  love 
of  god  in  him ?  My  babes/  let  vs  not  love  in  worde/  nether  in 
tonge :  but  with  dede/  and  in  veritie.  And  herby  we  knowe 
that  we  are  off  the  veritie/  and  will  before  hym  put  oure  hertes 
out  of  dout:  For  (yff  oure  hertes  condempne  vs)  god  is  gretter 
then  oure  hertes/  and  knoweth  all  thinges.  Tenderly  beloved/ 
yf  oure  hertes  condempne  vs  not/  then  have  we  trust  to  god 
warde :  aud  whatsoever  wc  axe  /  we  shall  receave  of  hym  :  be 
cause  we  kepe  his  commaundementes/  and  do  those  thynges 
which  are  pieasyngc  in  his  sight. 

And  this  is  liis  commaundment/  that  we  beleve  on  the  name 
of  his  sonne  Jesus  Christ/  and  love  one  another/  as  he  gave 
enmmaundemeut.  And  he  that  kepeth  hys  commaundementes 
dwellcth  in  him/  and  he  in  hym/  And  herby  we  knowe  that 
there  abydeth  in  vs  of  the  sprete  which  he  gave  vs. 


Cf)i  rnj.  Chapter. 


T^ERELY  beloved  beleve  not  every  sprete :  but  prove  the 
spretes  whether  they  are  of  god  /  or  no  :  for  many  falce 
prophetes  are  gone  out  into  the  worlde.  Herby  shall  ye  knowe 
the  sprete  off  god.  Every  sprete  that  confesseth  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  come  in  the  flesshe/  is  of  god.  And  every  sprete  which 
confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesshe/  is  nott 
off  god.  And  this  is  that~sprete  of  Antichrist/  of  whom  ye  have 
herde/  howe  that  he  shulde  come  :  and  even  nowe  alredy  is  he 
in  the  worlde. 


I.ytell  children  /  ye  are  of  god  /  and  have  overcome  them  :  for 
gretter  is  he  that  is  in  you  /  then  lie  that  is  in  the  worlde.  They 
are  of  the  worlde/  therfore  speake  they  of  the  worlde  /  and  the 
worlde  liearcth  them.  We  are  of  god.  He  that  knoweth  god 
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heareth  vs  :  He  that  is  nott  off  God/  heareth  vs  not.  Herbv 
knowe  we  the  sprete  of  veritie/  and  the  sprete  of  erroure. 

Derely  beloved  /  lett  vs  love  one  another ;  for  love  commeth  of 
god.  And  every  one  that  loveth  is  borne  of  god/  and  knoweth 
god.  He  that  loveth  nott/  hath  nott  knowen  god :  for  god  is 
love.  In  this  apered  the  love  of  god  to  vs  ward/  because  that 
god  sent  his  only  begotten  sonne  into  the  worlde/  that  we  myght 
live  thorowe  him.  Herm  is  love/  not  that  we  loved  god/  but 
that  he  loved  vs  /  and  sent  his  sonne  to  make  agrement  for  ourc 
sinnes. 

Derely  beloved  yf  god  so  loved  vs/  we  ought  also  to  love  one 
another,  no  man  hath  sene  god  at  eny  tyrae.  Yf  we  love  one 
another/  god  dwelleth  in  vs/  and  his  love  is  parfet  in  vs.  Herby 
knowe  we/  that  we  dwell  in  hym/  and  he  in  vs :  be  cause  he 
hath  geven  vs  of  his  sprete.  And  we  have  sene  and  do  testifie 
that  the  father  sent  the  sonne/  which  is  the  saveour  of  the 
worlde.  Whosoever  confesseth  that  J esus  is  the  sonne  of  god  / 
in  hym  dwelleth  god/  and  he  in  god.  And  we  have  knowen 
and  beleved  the  love  that  god  hath  to  vs. 

God  is  love/  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  god  / 
and  god  in  hym.  Herin  is  the  love  parfet  in  vs/  thatt  we  shulde 
have  trust  in  the  daye  of  iudgement/  that  as  he  is/  even  so  are 
we  in  this-  worlde.  There  is  no  feare  in  love/  but  parfet  love 
casteth  out  all  feare/  for  feare  hath  paynfulncs.  He  that  fearetli 
is  not  parfet  in  love. 

W e  love  him  /  for  he  loved  vs  fyrst.  Yf  a  man  saye  /  I  love 
god/  and  yet  hateth  his  brother/  he  is  a  lyar.  Howe  can  he 
that  loveth  nott  his  brother  whom  he  hath  sene/  love  god  whom 
he  hath  not.  sene  ?  And  this  commaundement  have  we  of  hym : 
that  he  which  loveth  God/  shulde  love  his  brother. also. 


Qli)t  b.  Chapter. 

VVTHOSOEVEE  beleveth  that  Jesus  is  Christ/  is  borne  of 

god.  and  every  one  that  loveth  hym  which  begat/  loveth 
him  also  which  was  begotten  of  him.  In  this  wc  knowe  that 
we  love  the  cfiildren  of  god/  when  we  love  god/  and  kepe  his 
commaundementes.  This  is  the  love  of  god/  that  we  kepe  his 
commaundementes/  and  his  commaundementes  are  not  greveous. 
For  all  that  is  borne  of  god /  over  commeth  the  worlde.  and  tin's 
is  the  victory  that  over  commeth  the  worlde/  even  oure  faytli. 
who  is  it  that  over  commeth  the  worlde :  but  he  which  beleveth 
that  Jesus  is  the  sonne  of  god  ? 
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This  Jesus  Christ  is  he  that  cam  by  water  aud  bloud/  not  by 
water  only :  but  by  water  and  bloud.  Aud  it  is  the  sprete  that 
hearcth  witncs  /  be  cause  the  sprete  ys  trueth.  For  there  are 
thre  whycli  beare  recorde  in  heven/  the  father/  the  worde/  and 
l  he  wholy  goost.  And  these  thre  are  one.  And  there  are  thre 
which  beare  recorde  in  erth:  the  sprete/  and  water/  and  hloud : 
and  these  thre  are  one.  Yf  we  receave  the  witnes  of  men  /  the 


witnes  of  god  is  gretter.  For  this  is  the  witnes  of  god  /  which 
he  testifyed  of  his  sonne.  He  that  belevetli  on  the  sonne  of  god 
hath  the  witnes  in  liyin  silfe.  He  that  belevcth  nott  God  /  hath 
made  hym  a  lvare/  be  cause  he  beleved  nott  the  recorde  that 
god  gave  of  his  sonne.  And  this  ys  that  recorde/  howe  that 
god  hath  geven  vnto  vs  eternal!  lyfc/  and  this  lyfe  is  in  his 
sonne.  He  that  hath  the  sonne/  hath  lyfe :  and  he  that  hath 
not  the  sonue  of  god/  hath  not  lyfe. 

These  thynges  have  I  written  vnto  you  that  beleve  on  the 
name  of  the  sonne  off  God  /  that  ye  mayc  knowe  howe  that  ye 
have  etemall  lyfe/  and  that  ye  maye  beleve  on  the  name  of  tile 
sonne  off  god.  And  this  is  the  trust  that  we  have  in  hym  :  that 
yf  we  axe  eny  thynge  aecordynge  to  his  will  he  heareth  vs.  And 
vff  we  knowe  that  he  heare  vs  whatt  soever  we  axe/  we  knowe 


if 

thalt  we  shall  have  the  peticions  that  we  desyred  of  hym. 

Yff  eny  man  se  his  brother  synne  a  synne  that  is  not  vnto 
decth/  let  hym  axe/  and  he  shall  geve  hym  lyfe  for  them  that 
synne  not  vnto  deeth.  There  is  a  synne  vnto  deeth/  for  which 
save  I  not  that  a  man  shulde  praye.  All  vnrightewesnes  is 
synne  /  and  there  is  synne  not  vnto  deeth. 

We  knowe  that  whosoever  is  borne  of  God/  synneth  not: 
but  he  that  is  begotten  of  god  kepeth  hym  silfe/  and  that  wicked 
toucheth  hym  not.  We  knowe  that  we  are  of  god  /  and  that 
the  worlde  is  altogcdder  set  on  wickednes.  We  knowe  that  the 
sonne  of  God  is  come/  and  hath  geven  vs  a  mynde  to 
knowe  hym  which  is  true :  and  we  are  in  hym  that 
is  true/  through  his  sonne  Jesu  Christ.  This 
same  is  very  god/  and  etemall  lyfe. 

Babes  kepe  youre  selves  from , 
y mages.  Amen. 
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THE  seneour  to  the  electe  lady  and  her  childreu  which  I 

love  in  the  trueth :  and  not  I  only ;  but  also  all  they  that 
have  knowen  the  trueth/  for  the  truthes  sake/  which 
remayneth  in  vs/  and  shaibe  in  vs  for  ever. 

With  you  be  grace/  mercy/  and  peace  from  God  the  father/ 
and  from  the  lorde  Jesus  Christ  the  sonne  off  the  father  /  in  trueth 
and  love. 

I  reioysed  greatly  /  that  I  founde  off  thy  children  walkyugc  in 
trough/  as  we  have  rcceaved  a  commaundement  of  the  father. 
And  no  we  beseche  I  the  lady  /  not  as  though  I  wrote  a  newe  eom- 
maundement  vnto  the  /  but  that  same/  which  we  had  from  the 
begynnynge/  that  we  shulde  love  one  a  nother.  And  this  is  the 
love  /  that  we  shulde  walke  after  his  commaundementes. 

This  commaundement  is  (that  as  ye  have  herdc  from  the 
begynnynge)  ye  shulde  walke  in  it.  For  many  deeeavers  are 
entred  in  to  the  worlde/  which  confesse  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is 

s 

come  in  the  flesshe.  This  is  a  deceaver  and  an  Antichrist. 
Loke  on  youre  selves/  that  we  lowse  not  that  we  have  wrought : 
but  that  we  maye  have  a  full  rewarde.  Whosoever  transgressed) 
and  by  deth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ/  hath  not  God  lie 
that  endureth  in  the  doctryne  off  Christ/  hath  bo  the.  the  father  t 
and  the  sonne. 

Yff  there  come  eny  vnto  you  and  brynge  not  this  learnynge/ 
hym  receave  not  to  housse:  nether  bid  hym  god  spede/  For 
he  that  biddeth  hym  God  spede  /  is  part  taker  off  his  evyll  dedes. 
I  had  many  thynges  to  wryte  vnto  you/  neverthelesse  I  woklc 
nott  wryte  with  paper  and  ynkc :  but  I  trust  to  come 
vnto  yon/  ana  speake  with  you  mought  to 
mouth  /  that  oure  ioye  maye  be  full . 

The  sonnes  off  thy  electe 
sister  grete  the 
Amen. 
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THE  senior  vnto  the  beloved  gayus/  whom  f  love  in  the 
tructh.  VVelbeloved  I  wysslie  in  all  thynges  thatt  thou 
prospcredest  and  faredest  well/  even  as  thy  soale  pros- 
pereth,  1  reioysed  greatly  when  the  brethren  cam  and  testified 
off  the  trueth  that  is  in  the  /  bowe  thou  in  troth  walkest.  I  have 
no  gretter  ioye  then  forto  heare  howe  that  my  sonnes  walke  in 
veritie . 

Derely  beloved  thou  doest  faythfully  whatt  soever  thou  doest 
to  the  brethren/  and  to  straungers/  which  bare  witnes  off  thy 
love  before  all  the  congregacion.  Which  brethren  when  thou 
bryngest  forwardes  on  their  iorney  (as  it  besemet  God)  thou  shalt 
do  wele:  be  cause  that  for  his  names  sake  they  went  forth  /  and 
tokc  no  thynge  off  the  gentyls.  We  therfore  ought  to  receave 
soclic/  that  we  also  myght  be  helpers  to  the  trueth. 

1  wrote  vnto  the  congregacion:  but  Diotrephes  which  loveth 
to  have  the  preeminence  amonge  them/  receaveth  vs  not/  wher- 
forc  yf  I  come  I  will  declare  his  dedes  which  he  doeth  iestynge 
on  vs  with  malicious  wovdes /  nether  is  therewith  content.  Not 
ouly  he  hyui  silfe  receaveth  not  the  brethren :  but  also  he  for- 
biddeth  them  thatt  woide/  and  thrusteth  them  out  ofi’  the 
congregacion. 

Derely  beloved  counterfait  not  thatt  which  is  evyll  /  but  that 
which  is  good :  He  that  doeth  well  is  off  God :  but  he  that  doeth 
evyll  seith  not  God.  Demetrius  hath  good  reporte  off  all  men/ 
and  of  the  trueth.  '  Yee  and  we  ourc  selves  also  beare  recorde/ 
and  yc  knowe  that  oure  recorde  is  true.  I  have  many  thynges 
to  wryte :  But  1  willnot  with  pen  and  ynke  wryte  vnto 
the.  For  I  trust  I  shall  shortly  se  the/  and 
we  shall  speake  mouth  to  mouth. 

Peace  be  with  the  The 
lovers  salute  the 
Crete  the  lovers  by 
name. 
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in  tyme  past  diversly  and  many  way  its  / 
spake  vnto  the  fathers  by  prophetes :  but  in 
these  last  dayes  he  hath  spoken  vnto  vs  by  his 
so  nne  /  whom  he  hath  made  heyre  of  all  thynges : 
by  whom  also  he  made  the  worlde.  which  sonne 
beyngc  the  brightnes  of  his  glory/  and  very 
ymage  off  his  substance/  bearynge  vppe  all 
thynges  with  the  worde  of  his  power/  hath  in 
his  awne  person  pourged  on  re  sy  tines/  and  is 
sytten  on  the  right  honde  of  the  maiestie  an 
hye/  and  is  more  excellent  then  the  angels  /  in 
as  moche  as  he  hath  by  inheritaunce  obteyncd  an  excellenter 
name  then  have  they. 

For  vnto  which  off  the  angels  saydc  he  at  eny  tyme :  Tho« 
arte  my  sonne/  this  daye  begate  1  the?  And  agayne :  I  will  be 
liis  father/  and  he  shalbe  my  sonne.  And  agayne  when  he 
bryngeth  in  the  fyrst  begotten  sonne  in  the  worlde/  he  sayth : 
And  all  the  angels  of  god  shall  woraliippe  hym.  And  vnto  the 
angels  he  sayth  :  He  maketh  his  angels  spretes  /  and  his  minis¬ 
ters  flammes  of  fyre.  But  vnto  the  sonne  he  saytli:  God  thy 
seate  shalbe  for  ever  /  and  ever.  The  cepter  of  thy  kyngdom  is 
a  right  cepter/  Thou  hast  loved  rightewesnes  and  hated  iniquitie: 
Wherfore  hath  god/  which  is  thy  god/  anoynted  the  with  the 
oyle  off  gladncs  above  thy  felowes. 

And  thou  lorde  in  the  begynnynge  hast  layde  the  foundaeiou 
of  the  erth :  And  the  hevens  are  theworkesoff  thy  hondes.  They 
shall  perisshe  /  but  thou  shalit  endure.  They  all  shall  wexe  olde 
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as  doth  a  garment :  and  as  a  veBlure  shah  thou  chaunge  them/ 
and  they  shalbe  chaunged :  but  thou  arte  the  same/  and  thy 
yeares  shall  not  fayle.  Vnto  which  off  the  angels  sayde  he  at 
eny  tyme  ?•  Sit  on  my  right  honde  tyll  1  make  thyne  enemies 
thy  fote  stole.  Are  they  not  all  spretes  to  do  service  /  sent  forto 
minister  for  their  sakes/  which  shalbe  h eyres  of  health  ? 


Ci)e  it.  Chapter. 

YXf  HEltFORE  we  ought  moche  more  to  attende  vnto  tho 
*  ^  thynges  which  we  have  herde/  lest  we  be  spilt.  For  yff 
the  worde  which  was  spoken  by  angels  was  stedfast :  and  every 
transgression  and  disobedience  receaved  a  iust  recompence  to 
rewarde :  howe  shall  we  escape  yf  we  despise  so  great  belth  ? 
which  at  the  fyrst  began  to  be  preached  off  the  lorde  hym  silfe  / 
and  after  warde  was  confermea  vnto  vs  warde  /  by  them  that 
herde  it/  god  bearynge  witnes  there  to  /  bothe  with  sygnes  and 
wonders  also/  and  with  divers  miracles/  and  gyftes  off  the  holy 
gooste/  accordynge  to  his  awne  will. 

He  hath  not  vnto  the  angels  put  in  subieccion  the  worlde  to 
come/  where  of  we  speake:  but  one  in  a  certayne  place  wit¬ 
nessed/  sayinge :  What  is  man  /  that  thou  arte  myndfull  of  hym  : 
other  the  sonne  of  man  /  that  thou  visitest  hym?  After  thou 
haddest  for  a  season  made  hym  lower  then  the  angels:  thou 
crouucdst  hym  with  honour  and  glory  /  and  hast  set  hym  above 
the  workes  off  thy  hondes.  Thou  hast  put  all  thynges  in  sub¬ 
ieccion  vnder  his  fete.  In  that  he  put  all  thynges  vnder  hym/ 
he  left  nothynge  that  is  not  put  vnder  him.  Neverthelesse  we 
ycl  sc  uott  all  thynges  subdued  vnto  hym :  but  that  Jesus  which 
tor  a  season  was  made  lesse  then  the  angels  /  we  se  thorowe  the 
puunyshment  of  deeth  crouned  with  glory  and  honour  /  that  he 
by  the  grace  of  god  /  shulde  last  of  deeth  for  all  men. 

For  hit  Ifccam  hym/  for  whom  are  all  thynges  /  and  by  whom 
are  all  thynges/  after  that  he  had  brought  many  Bonnes  vnto 
glory/  that  he  shulde  make  the  lorde  of  their  helth  parfet  thorowe 
afflictions:  For  as  moche  as  he  which  sanctifieth  /  and  they 
which  are  sanctified  /  are  all  off  won.  For  which  causes  sake/ 
he  is  not  a  shamed  to  call  them  brethern  sayinge  :  I  will  declare 
thy  name  vnto  my  brethren  /  in  the  myddes  oft'  the  congregacion 
will  I  prayse  the.  And  agayne :  1  will  put  my  trust  in  hym. 
And  agayne :  beholde  here  am  I  and  the  children  which  god 
hath  geven  me. 

For  as  moche  then  as  the  children  were  parte  takers  of  flesshe 
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and  bloud/  he  also  hym  silfe  lyke  wyse  toke  parte  with  them/ 
forto  put  doune  thorowc  deeth  hym  that  had  lordsliippe  over 
dee tli  that  is  to  sayc  the  devyll.  And  that  he  myght  delyver 
them  which  thorowe  feare  of  deeth  all  their  lyfe  tvme  were  in 

__  A  + 

daunger  of  bondage.  For  he  in  no  place  taketh  oti  hym  the 
angels :  but  the  sede  of  Abraham  taketh  he  on  hym.  Wherfore 
in  all  thynges  hit  be  cam  hym  to  be  made  lyke  vnto  his  brethren  / 
that  he  myglit  be  mercifull  /  and  a  faythfull  hye  preste  in  thynges 
concernynge  god  /  for  to  pourge  the  peoples  synnes.  For  in  that 
he  hym  silfe  suffered  /  and  was  tempted/  he  is  able  to  sucker 
them  that  are  tempted. 


CfK  uj.  Chapter. 


TirHERFORE  wholy  brethren/  parttr 
*  *  callinec  /  eonsvder  the  embasseatour 


ters  off  the  celestial! 
md  hye  prest  of  ourre 

%  /  y  V  l 

profession  Christ  Jesus/  baynge  faythfull  to  him  that  sent  him/ 
even  as  was  Moses  in  ail  his  housse.  And  this  man  was  counted 
worthy  of  more  glory  then  Moses :  In  as  moche  as  he  which  hath 
prepared  the  housse/  hath  most  honoure  in  the  housse.  Every 
housse  is  prepared  of  some  man.  But  he  that  ordeyned  all  thynges 
is  god.  And  Moses  verely  was  faithful!  in  all  his  housse  as  a 
minister  /  to  beare  witness  of  tho  thynges  which  shulde  be  spoken 
afterwarde.  But  Christ  as  a  sonne  hath  rule  over  the  housse/ 
whose  housse  are  we/  yf  we  kepe  stedfast  confidence  and  reioy- 
synge  in  the  fayth  vnto  the  ende. 

Wherfore  as  the  holy  goost  sayth  :  to  da  ye  if  ye  shall  heare 
his  voyce/  harden  notyourehertes/  as  when  yc  provoked  in  tyme 
of  temptacion  in  the  wildernes/ where  youre  lathers  tempted  me/ 
proved  me/  and  gawe  my  workes  xl.  yeare  longe.  Wherfore  l 
was  greved  with  that  generacion  and  sayd :  They  ever  erre  in 
their  hertes ;  they  verely  have  not  knowen  my  wayes/  so  that  1 
swaTe  in  my  wrathe/  that  they  shulde  not  enter  into  iny  rest. 
Take  hede  brethren  that  there  be  in  none  of  you  an  cvvll  herte  / 
in  vnbeleve/  tliat  he  shulde  departe  from  the  livynge  god  :  but 
exhorte  one  another  dayly/  whill  it  is  called  to  daye/  lest  eity  of 
you  wexe  harde  herted/  and  be  deceaved  with  synne. 

We  are  parte  takers  of  Christ/  so  that  we  kepe  sure  vnto  the 
ende  begynninge  of  the  substance/  soo  longe  as  it  is  said :  to 
daye  if  ye  heare  his  voyce/  herden  not  youre  hertes  /  as  when  ye 
provoked.  For  some/  when  they  herde/  provoked  :  but  nott  all 
that  cam  out  of  egypt  vnder  moses.  But  with  whomc  was  be 
depleased  xl.  yeares  ?  was  lie  not  displeased  with  them  that 
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svnned:  whose  boddies  were  over  thro  wen  in  the  desart?  To 

* 

whom  sware  he  that  they  shulde  not  enter  into  his  rest :  but  vnto 
them  that  belcved  nott  ?  And  we  se  that  they  coulde  not  enter 
in  /  be  cause  of  vnbeleve. 

€$*  iiij.  Chapter. 

T  ET  vs  teare  therfore  lest  eny  of  vs  forsakynge  the  promes 
of  entrynge  into  his  rest  /  shulde  seme  to  come  behinde.  For 
vnto  vs  was  it  declared/  as  wele  as  vnto  them.  But  hit  proffited 
not  them  that  they  herde  the  worde/  be  cause  they  which  herde 
it  coupled  it  not  with  fayth.  we  which  have  beleved/  do  enter 
into  his  rest/  as  contrary  wyse  he  sayde  to  the  wother :  as  I  have 
sworne  in  my.  wrath/  they  shall  not  enter  into  my  rest,  and  that 
spake  he  verely  longe  after  that  the  workes  were  made/  from  the 
fundacion  off  the  worlde  layde :  For  he  spake  in  a  certayne 
place  of  the  seventh  daye/  on  this  wyse:  And  god  did  rest  the 
seventh  daye  from  all  his  workes.  And  in  this  place  agayne : 
They  shall  not  come  into  my  rest. 

Seynge  therfore  it  foloweth  that  some  muste  enter  there  into/ 
and  they  to  whom  it  was  fyrst  preached/  entred  not  therm  for 
vnhelevcs  sake.  Agayne  he  apoynteth  in  David  a  certayne  present 
daye  after  so  longe  a  tyme  /  sayinge  as  it  is  rehearsed :  this  daye 
if  ve  licare  his  vovee/  be  not  harde  herted.  For  if  Josue  had 

if 

geven  them  rest/  then  wolde  he  not  aftevwarde  have  spoken  of 
another  daye.  There  remayneth  tlierfore  yet  a  rest  vnto  the 
people  of  god.  For  lie  that  is  entred  into  his  rest  doth  cease 
from  his  awne  workes/  as  god  did  from  his. 

Let  vs  study  therfore  to  entre  into  that  rest/  lest  eny  man 
laule  into  soche  an  ensample  off  vnbelefe :  for  the  worde  off  god 
is  quyeke/  and  myghty  in  operacion/  and  sharper  then  eny  two 
edged  swearde:  and  cntretli  tlirough/  even  vnto  the  dividynge  a 
sender  of  the  soule  aud  the  sprete  and  of  the  ioyntes/  and  the 
mary :  and  iudgeth  the  thoughtes  and  the  intentes  off  the  licrte. 
Ncliicr  is  there  eny  creature  invisible  in  the  sight  off  hit ;  but  all 
thynges  are  naked  and  bare  vnto  the  eyes  off  hym  /  off  whom  we 
speake. 


Cl)E  b.  Chapter. 

GEYNGE  theu  thatt  we  have  a  grett  hye  prest  whych  hath 
^  entred  heven  (1  mean  Jesus  the  sonne  off  God)  lett  vs  kepe 
oure  profession.  For  we  have  nott  an  hye  prest/  which  cannot 
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have  compassion  on  oure  infirmities :  butt  was  in  ali  poyntfs 
tempted/  in  lyke  manner:  but  yett  with  out  synne.  Let  vs 
therfore  goo  boldcly  vnto  the  seate  of  grace/  that  we  maye 
receave  mercy/  and  fynde  grace  to  hclpc  in  tyme  of  nede. 

For  every  hye  prest  that  is  taken  from  amonge  men  /  is  ordeyned 
for  men/  in  thinges  pertaynynge  to  god:  to  ofter  gyftcs  and 
sacryfyses  for  synnes :  which  can  have  compassion  oti  Lhe  igno- 
raunt/  and  on  them  that  are  out  off  the  hyc  waye/  be  cause  that 
he  hym  silfe  also  is  compascd  with  infirmitie :  For  the  which 
infirmities  sake/  he  is  boundc  to  offer  for  synnes/  as  weJefor  hys 
awne  parte/ as  for  the  peoples.  No  man  taketh  honour  vnto 
hym  silfe  /  but  he  that  is  called  off  God  /  as  was  Aaron. 

even  so  lyke  wyse  Christ  honored  not  hym  silfe  /  that  hemyght 
be  the  hye  prest :  butt  lie  gloryfyed  hym  that  savde  vnto  hym  : 
thou  arte  my  sonne/  this  daye  begat  I  the.  As  lie  also  in  a 
nother  place  speaketh :  Thou  arte  a  prest  for  ever  after  the  order 
of  Melchisedech.  Which  in  the  dayes  of  his  flesshe/  did  offor 
vppe  prayers  and  supplications  /  with  atrongc  cryinge  and  tearcs/ 
vnto  hym  that  was  able  to  save  hym  from  deeth  :  and  was  also 
herde/  be  cause  he  had  God  jn  reverence.  And  though  he  were 
goddes  sonne/  yet  learned  he  obedience/  by  tho  thynges  which 
he  suffered/  and  was  made  parfaite /  and  the  cause  off  eternal! 
health  vnto  all  them  that  obey  hym  :  and  is  called  of  God  the 
hye  prest  /  after  the  order  of  Melchisedech. 

Wherof  have  we  many  thynges  to  save  which  are  harde  to  be 
vttred :  be  cause  ye  are  dull  off  hearmge.  For  when  as  con- 
cerninge  the  tyme/  ye  ought  to  be  teachers/  yet  have  ye  nedc 
agayne  that  we  teache  you  the  fyrst  principles  of  the  worde  of 
god  :  and  are  be  come  soche  as  have  nede  off  mylke/  and  not  of 
strange  meate ;  For  every  man  that  is  feed  with  mylke  is 
inexpert  in  the  worde  of  rightewesnes :  For  he  is  but  a  babe. 
But  strange  meate  belongeth  to  them  th&tt  are  parfcct  /  which 
thorowe  custome  have  their  wittes  exercised  /  to  iudge  both  good 
and  evyll  also. 


Cf hi.  Chapter. 

XX7"HERFORE  let  vs  leave  the  doctryne  pertaynynge  to  the 
T  '  begynnynge  of  a  Christen  man  /  and  let  vs  go  vnto  perfec- 
cion/  and  nowe  no  more  laye  the  foundaeion  of  repentaunce  from 
deed  workes/  and  of  fayth  towarde  god  /  off  baptim  / of  doctryne/ 
and  of  layinge  on  of  hondes/  and  of  resurreccion  from  deeth/ 
and  of  etemall  iudgment.  And  so  will  we  do/  yf  god  pcrinitt. 
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For  it  is  nott  possible  that  they  /  which  were  once  lyghted/  and 
have  tasted  of  the  hevenly  gyft  /  and  are  be  come  part  takers  of 
the  holy  goost  /  and  have  tasted  of  the  good  worde  of  god  /  and 
off  the  power  off  the  worlde  to  come :  yf  they  feuie/  shnlde  be 
rrmued  agayne  vnto  repentaunec :  For  as  moche  as  they  have 
(as  coticernynge  them  selves)  crucified  the  sonne  of  god  a  fresshe  / 
makvnge  a  mocke  of  hym, 

For  that  erth  which  drynketh  in  the  rayne  which  commcth 
oftc  apon  it  /  and  bryngeth  forth  erbes  mete  for  them  that  dressc 
it/  receavetli  blcssynge  of  god :  but  that  grounde/  which  bearcth 
thornes  and  bryars/  is  reproved/  and  is  nye  vnto  cursynge: 
whose  ende  is  to  be  burned.  Neverthelesse  deare  frendes/  we 
trust  to  se  better  of  you  /  and  thvnges  whych  a  company  helth  / 
though  wc  thus  speake.  For  god  is  not  vnrighteous  that  he 
shnlde  forget  youre  worke/  and  laboure  that  procedeth  of  love/ 
which  love  ye  shewed  in  his  name/  winch  have  ministred  vnto 
the  saynctes/  and  yett  minister.  Yee/  and  wedesyre  that  every 
one  off  you  shewe  the  same  diligence/  to  the  encrcace  off  the 
(ay th /  even  vnto  the  ende:  that  ye  faynt  not/  but  counterfayte 
them/  which  thorow  fayth  and  pacience  inlieret  the  promyses. 

For  when  god  made  promes  to  Abraham  /  be  cause  he  had  no 
gretter  thingc  to  sweareby:  hesware  by  hym  silfe/  sayinge: 
Surely  I  wili  blesse  the/  and  multiply  the  in  dede.  And  so  after 
that  he  had  taryed  a  longe  tyme/  he  enioyed  the  promes.  Men 
verely  sweare  by  hym  that  is  greater  then  them  selves/  And  au 
othe  to  conlyrme  the  thyngc/  ys  amonge  tliem  an  ende  of  all 
Rtryfe.  So  god  willynge  very  aboundantly  to  shewe  vnto  the 
heyres  of  promes/  the  stahlenes  of  his  counsayle/  he  added  an 
othe  /  that  by  two  immutable  thynges  (in  which  it  was  vnpossible 
that  god  sliulde  lye)  we  myght  have  par  feet  consolacion/  which 
have  fled/  forto  holde  fast  the  hope  that  is  set  forth  before  oure 
faces/  which  hope  we  have  as  an  ancre  off  the  soule/  both  sure 
and  stedfast.  Which  hope  also  entreth  in/  into  tlio  thynges 
which  are  with  in  the  vayle /  whither  the  fore  runner  is  for  vs 
entred  in/  I  mean  Jesus  that  is  made  an  hye  prest  forever  /  after 
the  order  of  Melchisedcch. 

C$t  btj.  Chapter. 

rpHIS  Melchiscdech  kynge  of  Salem  (which  beinge  prest  of  tlic 
-*•  most  hye  god/  met  Abraham/  as  he  returned  agayne  from 
the  slaughter  of  the  kynges/  and  blessed  him/  to  whom  also 
Abraham  gave  tythes  of  all  thynges)  first  is  by  interpretation 


383 


tfa.  cfciij.  Cf)t  ffipfetlr  off  $<tul  (into  t ljt  ?lfri>nirg. 

kynge  of  rightewesnes  /  after  that  kynge  of  Salem  /  that  is  to 
saye  kynge  of  peace/  with  out  father/  with  out  mother  /  with  out 
kynne/  and  hath  nether  begynnynge  of  his  tyme/  nether  yet 
ende  of  his  lyfe :  but  is  lykened  vnto  the  sonne  off  god  /  and 
remayneth  a  prest  for  ever, 

Consydcr  what  a  man  this  was/  vnto  whom  the  patriarke 
Abraham  gave  tythes  off  thespoyles.  And  vereiy  those  childdren 
off  levy/  which  receave  the  office  of  the  prestes/  have  a  com- 
maundement  to  take  a  cordynge  to  the  lawe/  tythes  of  ilte 
people /  that  is  to  saye/  of  their  brethren/  yee  though  they 
spronge  out  of  the  loynes  of  Abraham.  But  he  whose  kynred  is 
not  counted  amonge  them/  receaved  tythes  of  Abraham/  and 
blessed  him  that  had  the  promy&es.  and  no  man  denyeth  but 
that  which  is  lesse/  receaveth  blcssinge  of  that  which  is  gretter. 
And  here  men  that  deye  receave  tythes.  Butt  there  he  receaveth 
tythes  of  whom  it  is  witnessed/  that  he  liveth.  And  to  saye  the 
trueth  /  Levy  hym  silfe  which  receaveth  tythes  /  payed  tyl.lie.s  in 
Abraham.  For  he  was  yet  in  the  loynes  of  his  father  Abraham' 
when  Melchisedech  met  hym. 

Yf  nowetherfore  perfeccion  cam  by  the  presthod  of  the  lovit.es 
(lor  voder  that  presthod  the  people  receaved  the  lawe)  what 
neded  it  further  more  that  another  prest  shuidc  ryse/  after  the 
order  of  Melchisedech/  and  nott  after  the  order  off  Aaron? 
Nowc  no  dout/  yf  the  presthod  be  translated/  then  of  necessilio 
must  the  lawe  be  translated  also. 

For  he  of  whom  these  thynges  are  spoken  /  pertayneth  vntill 
a  nother  trybe/  off  which/  never  man  served  at  the  aultre. 
For  it  is  evident  that  oure  lorde  spronge  of  the  trybe  of 
Juda/  of  which  trybe  spike  Moses  no  thynge  as  concerning^ 
presthod. 

And  it  is  yet  a  more  evident  thinge  /  yf  after  the  similitude 
of  Melchisedech  there  aryse  a  nother  prest/  which  is  not  made 
after  the  lawe  of  the  carnall  commauudment :  but  after  the 
power  of  the  endlesse  lyfe.  For  he  testifyeth :  Thou  arte  a  prest 
for  ever/  after  the  order  of  Melchisedech,  Then  the  com- 
maundment  that  went  a  fore/  is  disanulled/  be  cause  of  his 
weaknes  and  vnproffitablenes.  For  the  lawe  made  no  tliynge 

Earfect:  butt  was  an  introduccion  of  abetter  hope/  by  which 
ope/  we  drawe  nye  vnto  god. 

And  for  this  cause  itt  is  a  better  hope  /  that  it  was  not  pro- 
myaed  with  out  an  othe.  Those  prestes  were  made  with  out  an 
otn  :  butt  this  prest  with  an  oth  /  by  hym  that  sayde  vnto  hym  : 
The  lorde  sware  /  and  will  not  repent :  Thou  arte  a  prest  for 
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ever  after  the  order  of  Melchiscdceh :  and  for  that  cause  was 
Jesus  a  stablyssher  off  a  better  testament. 

And  amonge  them  many  were  made  prestes , t  be  cause  they 
were  not  suffred  to  endure  by  the  reason  of  deeth.  Butt  this 
man  t  be  cause  he  eudureth  ever/  hath  an  everlastynge  prest- 
Imd :  Wherfore  he  is  able  also  ever  to  save  them  that  come  vnto 
God  by  hytn/  seynge  he  ever  liveth/  to  make  intercession  for  vs. 

Soche  an  hvc  prest  it  becommeth  vs  to  have/  which  is  wholy/ 
harmlesse/  vndefiled/  separat  from  synners/  and  made  hyar 
then  hevens.  Which  ncaeth  not  dayly  (as  yonder  hie  prestes) 
to  offer  vppe  sacrifice  /  fy ret  for  his  awoe  synnes  /  and  then  for 
the  peoples  synnes.  For  that  did  he  at  'once  for  all  /  when  he 
offered  vppe  hym  silfc:  For  the  lawe  maketh  men  prestes/ 
which  have  infirmitie :  but  the  wordc  of  the  oth  that  cam  sence 
the  lawe  /  maketh  the  aonne  prest/  which  is  parfect  forever  more. 

d?  Chapter. 

the  thynges  which  we  have  spoken/  this  is  the  pyth : 
^  That  we  have  soche  ah  hye  preste  that  is  sitten  on  the  right 
honde  of  the  seate  of  majestic  in  heven/  and  is  a  minister  of 
wholy  thynges/  and  of  the  very  tabernacle  /  whiche  God  pyght/ 
and  not  man.  For  every  hye  prest  is  ordeyned  to  offer  gyftes 
and  sacryfises/  wherfore  it  is  of  necessitie/  that  this  man  have 
some  what  also  to  offer.  For  he  wernot  a  preste/  yf  ho  were 
on  the  erth  where  are  prestes  that  acordynge  to  the  lawe  offer 
sffft.es/  which  prestes  serve  vnto  the  cnsample  and  shadowe  of 
lievenly  thynges:  even  as  the  answer  off  God  was  geven  vnto 
Moses  when  he  was  about  to  fynnishe  the  tabernacle  :  For  take 
hede  (sayde  lie)  that  thou  make  all  thynges  accordynge  to  the 
patrone  shewed  to  the  in  the  mount. 

No  we  hath  he  obtavned  a  more  excellent  office/  in  as  moche 

•4  _ 

as  he  is  the  mediator  off  a  better  testament/  which  was  made 
for  better  promvses.  For  yff  that  fyrst  testament  had  bene 
soche  a  won  that  no  man  coulde  have  founde  fault  with  it:  then 
shuldc  no  place  have  bene  sought  for  the  seconde.  For  in 
rebukynge  them  he  sayth :  Beholde  the  dayes  will  come  (sayth 
the  lordc)  and  1  will  fynnyshe  apon  the  housse  off  Israhcl/  and 
apon  the  housse  off  Juda/  a  newe  testament/  not  lyke  the  tes¬ 
tament  that  1  made  with  their  fathers  at  that  tyme/  when  t  tokc 
them  by  the  hondes/  to  leddc  them  out  off  the  londc  off  Egiptc/ 
for  they  continued  nott  in  my  testament/  and  I  regarded  them 
not  savth  the  lorde. 

e  c 
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For  this  is  the  testament  that  1  will  make  for  the  houssc  o(Y 
Israhell :  A  After  those  dayes  (sayth  the  lorde)  I  will  put  my 
iawes  in  their  myndes/  and  in  their  hertes/ 1  will  wryte  them/ 
and  I  wilbe  their  God/  and  they  shalbe  my  people.  And  they 
shall  not  teache/  every  man  Ills  neghboure/  ana  every  man  his 
brotlier/  sayinge :  knowe  the  lorde :  For  they  shall  a  knowe 
me/  from  the  lest  to  the  moste  off  them :  For  1  wilbe  merciful) 
over  their  iniquyties  :  and  on  their  synnes  and  on  their  vnrigh- 
tewesnes/  will  i  not  thynke  eny  more.  In  that  he  sayth  a  newe 
testament/  he  hath  abrogat  the  olde.  Nowe  that  which  is  di>- 
anulled  and  wexed  olde  /  is  redy  to  vannysshe  a  waye. 


Cl |«  if.  Chapter. 

rpHAT  fyrst  tabernacle  verely  had  iuslifyinges/  and  servyngvs 
off  god/  and  wordly  holynes.  For  that  fyrst  tabernacle 

was  made/  wherin  was  the  candlesticke /  and  the  tabic  /  and  the 
she  we  breed/  which  is  called  wholy.  With  in  the  scconde  vavle 
was  the  tabernacle/  which  is  called  holiest  off  all/  which  had 
the  golden  senser  /  and  the  arcke  off  the  testament  overlay de 
round  about  with  gotde/  wherin  was  the  golden  pot  with  manna  / 
and  Aarons  rodde  that  sprongc/  and  the  tables  off  the  testament. 
Over  the  arcke  were  the  cherubyus  off  glory  slmdowvngc  the 
seate  off  grace.  Off  which  thynges/  we  woll  nott  nowe  speak e 
perticnlarly. 

When  these  thynges  were  thus  ordeyned  /  the  prestes  went 
all  wayes  into  the  fyrst  tal>ernacle  which  oxcuted  the  service  of 
god:  In  to  the  sccounnde  went  in  the  hyc  prest  alone/ once 
every  yeare:  but  not  with  out  bioud/  which  he  offered  for  hym 
silfe/  and  for  the  ignoraunce  of  the  people :  The  holy  goost.  tiiis 
signify inge/  that  the  waye  off  holy  thynges  was  hot  yet  openned  / 
whill  as  yet  the  fyrst  tabernacle  was  stondynge/  which  was  u 
similitude  off  this  present  tyme/  in  which  gyftes  and  sacrifises 
are  offered/  which  cannot  make  them  that  minister  parfect/  as 
pertaynynge  to  the  conscience/  with  meates  only  and  drinkes/ 
and  divers  wesshynges/  and  iustifyinges  off  the  flesshc/  which 
were  ordeyned  vntyll  the  tyme  off  reformacion. 

But  Christ  beyngc  the  hye  prest  off  good  tliinges  to  come  > 
cam  by  agretter/  and  a  more  parfayct  tabernacle/  not  made 
with  hondes:  that  is  to  saye/  not  of  this  maner  biklynge/  nether 
by  the  bioud  of  gotes/  and  caulves :  but  by  his  owne  bioud/  he 
entred  once  for  all  into  the  wholy  place/  and  founde  eternal  1 
redempeion.  For  yf  the  bioud  of  oxen/  and  off  Gotes/  and  the 
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nsshes  off  an  heyfer/  when  it  was  sprynckled/  puryfied  the  vn- 
cfene/  as  touchynge  the  purifiynge  of  the  flesshe  :  Howe  moche 
more  shall  the  bloud  of  Christ  (which  thorowethe  e  tern  all  sprete/ 
offered  hym  silfe  with  out  spot  to  God)  pourdge  oure  consciences 
from  deed  workes/  for  to  serve  the  livynge  gal  ? 

And  for  this  cause  is  he  the  mediator  off  the  newe  testament  / 
that  as  sonc  (as  his  deeth  was  fulfilled  for  the  redempcion  of 
those  transgressions  that  were  in  the  fyrst  testament)  they  which 
were  called/  myght  receave  the  promes  off  eternal!  inheritaunce. 
I’or  whersoever  is  a  testament  /  there  must  also  be  the  deeth  of. 
hym  that  rnaketh  the  testament.  For  the  testament  taketh 
mictoritie  when  men  are  deed :  For  it  is  of  no  value  as  longe  as 
he  that  made  it  is  a  live.  For  which  cause  also  /  nether  that 
fyrst  testament  was  ordeyned  with  out  bloud.  For  when  all 
the  commaundementes  were  redde  of  Moses  vnto  all  the  people/ 
he  tokc  the  bloud  of  calves/  and  of  Gotcs/  whith  water  and 
purple  woll  and  ysope/  and  sprynkled  both  the  bokc  and  all  the 
people/  sayinge  this  is  the  blond  off  the  testament/  which  God 
hath  apoynted  vnto  you.  Moreover/  he  sprenkled  the  taber¬ 
nacle  with  bloud  also/  and  all  the  ministrynge  vessels.  And 
almost  all  thynges/  accordynge  to  the  lawe/  ar  clensed  with 
bloud  /  and  with  out  effusion  of  bloud  /.  is  no  remission. 

Hit  is  then  nede  that  the  similitudes  of  hevenly  thynges/  be 
purified  with  soche  thynges:  but  the  hevenly  thynges  them 
selves  are  purified  with  better  sacrifices  then  are  these.  For 
Christ  is  not  entred  into  the  holy  places/  that  are  made  wit 
fiondes/  which  are  but  similitudes  off  true  thynges :  but  is  entred 
into  very  heven  /  for  to  apere  nowe  in  the  syght  of  God  for  vs. 
Not  to  offer  hym  silfe  often/  as  the  hye  prest  entreth  in  to  the 
holy  place  every  yeare  with  struunge  bloud :  for  then  must  he 
have  often  suffered  sence  the  worlde  began :  Butt  nowe  in  the 
ende  off  the  worlde/  hath  he  apered  once  for  all/  to  put  synne 
to  ilyght/  by  the  offerynge  vppe  off  hym  silfe.  And  as  it  is 
apoynted  vnto  men  that  they  shall  once  deye/  and  then  commeth 
the  iudgement  /  even  so  Christ  was  once  offered  to  take  a  waye 
the  synnes  of  many/  and  vnto  them  that  loke  for  hym  /  shall  he 
apcarc  agaync/  with  out  synne  vnto  their  health. 


©jje  jr.  Chapter. 

'P'OR  the  lawe  which  hath  but  the  shadewe  of  goode  thynges 
to  come  /  and  not  the  thynges  in  their  owne  fass  ion  /  can 
never  with  the  sacryfises  whiche  they  offer  yeare  by  yeare  con- 
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tinually  make  the  commers  there  vnto  parfaytc.  For  wolde  not 
then  those  sacrifises  have  ceased  to  have  bene  offered  ?  be  cause 
that  the  offerers  once  pourged/  shulde  have  hadde  no  moare 
consciences  of  sinnes.  Neverthelesse  in  thos  sacrifises  is  there 
mencion  made  of  synnes  every  yeare.  For  it  is  vnpossible  that 
the  bloud  of  oxen/  and  off  gotes  shulde  take  awaye  synnes. 

Wherfore  when  he  eommeth  into  the  worlde/  he  sayth  :  Sacri¬ 
fice  and  offeringe  thou  woldest  not  have :  but  a  bodte  hast  thou 
ordcyned  me  /  holocaustes  and  sacrifice  for  synne  thou  hast  not 
alowed.  Then  I  sayde:  Lo  I  come/  In  the  begynnynge  off  the 
boke  is  it  written  of  me/  that  I  shulde  fulfill  thy  will /  o  god . 
Above  when  he  sayth  sacrifice  /  and  offeryngc  i  and  holocaustes  / 
and  sacrifyce  for  synne/  thou  woldest  not  have/  nether  hast 
alowed  (which  are  offered  by  the  lawe)  then  he  sayde :  Lo  I  am 
redy  to  do  thy  will  o  god  he  taketh  awaye  the  fyrst  to  stablisshe 
the  latter  By  the  which  will  we  are  sanctified  /  by  the  offeryngc 
of  the  body  of  Jesu  Christe  once  for  all. 

And  every  prest  is  redy  dayly  ministryngc/  and  ofte  tymes 
offereth  one  maner  of  offerynge/  which  can  never  take  awaye 
synnes :  but  this  man  after  he  had  offered  one  sacrifyce  for 
synnes  /  sat  hym  doune  for  ever ‘on  the  right  honde  of  god  /  ami 
from  hence  forth  tarieth  til!  his  foes  be  made  his  fote  stole.  For 
with  one  offerynge  hath  he  made  parfect  for  ever  them  that  are 
sanctified.  And  the  holy  goost  also  beareth  vs  record e  off  this/ 
even  when  lie  tolde  before :  This  is  the  testament  that  1  will 
make  vnto  them  after  those  dayes  sayth  the  lordc.  And  I  will 
put  my  lawes  in  their  hertes/  and  in  their  myndes  I  will  write 
them  /and  their  synnes  and  iniquy  ties  will  1  remember  no  moare. 

And  where  remission  of  these  thynges  is/  there  is  no  moare  offer¬ 
ynge  for  synne. 

Seynge  brethren  that  by  the  meanes  off  the  bloud  of  Jesu  > 
we  mayc  be  bolde  to  enter  into  that  holy  place  /  by  the  newe  and 
livynge  waye/  which  he  hath  prepared  for  vs/ through  thevayle/ 
that  is  to  saye  by  his  flesshe.  And  seynge  also  that  we  have  an 
hye  prest  which  ruler  over  the  housse  of  god  /  let  vs  drawe  nye 
with  a  true  herte  in  a  full  fayth  sprynckled  in  ourc  hertes/  from 
an  evyil  conscience  /  and  wesshed  in  oure  bodies  with  pure,  water/ 
and  let  vs  kepe  the  profession  of  oure  hope/  with  oute  waveringo 
(for  he  is  faythfull  that  promysed)  and  let  vs  consydcr  one  an¬ 
other  to  provoke  vnto  love  /  and  to  good  workes  :  and  lett  vs  not 
forsake  the  felishippe  thatt  we  have  a  raongc  oure  selves  /  as  the 
maner  of  some  is :  but  let  vs  exhorte  one  another/  and  that  so 
moche  the  moare/  be  cause  ye  se  that  the  daye  draweth  nye. 
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For  yff  we  synne  willyngly  after  that  we  have  receaved  the 
knowledge  off  the  trueth  /  there  remay  neth  no  more  sacrifice  for 
sy unes :  but  a  fearfull  lokynge  for  iudgement/  and  violent  fyre/ 
which  shall  devoure  the  adversaries.  He  that  despiseth  Moses 
lawe  /  dyeth  without  mercy  vnder  two  or  thre  witnesses.  Off 
howc  moche  sorer  punnyshment  suppose  ye  shall  he  be  counted 
worthy  /  which  treadeth  vnder  fote  the  sonne  of  god  :  and  count¬ 
ed!  the  blnud  off  the  testament  as  an  vnholy  thynge/  wherwith 
he  was  sanctified  /  and  doth  dishonoure  to  the  sprete  off  grace. 
For  we  knowe  hym  that  hath  sayde  /  vengeaunce  belongeth  vnto 
me  1 1  will  recompence  sayth  the  lorde  And  agayne :  the  lorde 
shall  iudge  his  people.  Hit  is  a  fearfull  tbynge  to  faule  into  the 
hondos  off  the  livynge  God. 

Call  to  remembraunce  the  dayes  that  are  passed  in  the  which  / 
after  ye  receaved  light/  ye  abode  a  grette  fyght  in  adversities/ 
partly  wliill  all  men  wondred  and  gased  at  you  for  the  shame 
and  tribulacion  tliatt  was  done  vnto  you  /  and  partly  whill  ye 
becarn  companyons  of  them  which  so  passed  their  tyme.  For 
ve  suffered  also  with  my  bondes/  and  toke  a  worth  thespoylynge 
off  youre  goodes/  and  that  with  gladnes/  remembrynge  in  youre 
selves  howe  that  ye  had  in  heven  a  better/  and  an  enduerynge 
substaunce.  Cast  not  awaye  therfore  youre  confidence/  which 
hath  grelt  rewarde  to  recompence.  For  ye  have  nede  of 
pucieucc/  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of  god/  ye  myght  re- 
cenve  the  promos.  For  yet  a  very  ly  tel  I  whyle/  and  ne  thatt 
shall  come  will  come  /  and  will  not  tary  :  But  the  iust  shall  live 
by  faith.  And  yf  he  withdraws  hym  silfe/  my  soulc  shall  have 
no  pleasure  in  hym.  We  are  not  whiche  with  drawe  oure  selves 
vnto  dampnacion/  butt  partayue  to  fayth/  forto  wynne  oure 
so  tiles. 


Cf )t  rj. 

I^AITH  is  a  sure  confidence  off  thynges  which  are  hoped  for  / 
and  a  certayntie  off  thynges  which  are  not  sene.  By  it  the 
ciders  were  well  reported  off.  Thorowe  fayth  we  vnderstonde 
that  theworkle  was  ordeyned/  by  the  worde  off  god  :  That  by  the 
incites  of  thynges  whyeh  apeare/  thynges  whych  are  invisyble 
inyghtc  be  knowen,  By  fayth  Abell  offered  vnto  god  a  more 
plenteous  sacrifice  then  Cayn:  by  which/  he  obteyned  witnes 
that  In:  was  righteous/  God  testifyinge  of  hU  gyftes :  by  which 
also  he  beynge  deed  /  yet  speaketh. 

By  fayth  was  Enoch  translated  that  he  shulde  not  se  deeth  : 
nether  was  he  founde :  for  god  had  taken  hym  awaye.  Before 
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he  was  taken  awaye/  he  obtaynfed  reccorde/  that  he  had  pleased 
god :  but  with  out  faith  it  is  vqpossibte  to  please  him.  For  lit 
that  commeth  to  god/  must  beleve  that  god  is/  and  that  be  is 
a  rewardcr  of  them  that  seke  him. 

By  fayth  Noe  honored  god/  after  that  lie  was  warned  of 
thinges  which  were  not  sene/ and  prepared  the  arcke  to  the 
savinge  of  hia  houssholde/  throwc  the  which  arcke/  he  con- 
dempned  theworide/  and  be  cam  faeyre  of  the  rightewesnes 
which  commeth  by  fayth. 

By  fayth  Abraham  /  when  he  was  called  obeyed  to  goo  out  into 
a  place/  which  be  sholde  after warde  receave  to  enheritauuce  i 
and  he  went  out/  not  knowynge  whether  he  shulde  goo. 

By  fayth  he  removed  into  the  londe  that  was  promysed  him  /  as 
into  a  straunge  countrc/  and  dwelt  in  tabernacles  :  and  so  did 
Ysaac/  and  Jacob/  h  eyres  with  him  of  the  same  promes.  For  lie 
loked  for  a  citie  ha'vynge  a  foundacion/  whose  byider  and  maker 
is  god, 

Thorow  fayth  Sara  also  receaved  strengths  to  be  with  chikle  / 
and  was  delivered  of  a  childe  when  she  was  past  age  /  be  c  ause 
she  indgeg  him  faythfuli  which  had  promysed. 

And  therfore  spronge  there  of  one  (and  of  one  which  was  as 
good  as  deed)  so  many  in  multitude  /  as  the  starres  of  the  skyc/ 
and  as  the  sonde  of  the  see  shore  which  is  in  numerable. 

And  they  all  deyed  in  fayth/  and  receaved  not  the  pTomyses : 
but  sawe  them  a  farre  of/  and  beloved  them/  and  saluted  them  ; 
and  confessed  that  they  were  straungers  and  pilgrems  on  the 
erthe.  They  that  saye  soebe  thyngea/  declare  tint  they  seke  a 
countre.  Also  yf  they  liad  bene  myndfull  of  titat  couutre  /  from 
whence  they  cam/  they  had  leasure  to  have  returned  agaync. 
Butt  nowe  they  desyre  a  better/  that  is  to  save  a  celcstiall. 
Wherfbre  god  is  not  a  shamed  of  them  /  even  to  be  called  their 
god :  for  be  hath  prepared  for  them  a  citie. 

In  fayth  Abraham  offered  vppe  Ysaac/  when  be  was  tempted  r 
and  he  offered  hym  beynge  hys  only  sonne/  in  whom  he  had 
receaved  the  promyscs :  Of  whom  it  was  sayde/  In  Ysaac  shall 
thy  seed  be  called  :  for  he  considered  /  that  God  was  aide  to 
rayse  vppe  agayne  from  deeth.  Wherfbre  receaved  he  him  /  as 
an  ensample  of  the  resurrecckm.  In  fayth  Ysaac  blessed  Jacob 
and  Esau  /  as  concemynge  thyngea  to  come. 

By  fayth  Jhcob  when  he  was  a  deyinge/  blessed  both  the 
sonnes  of  Joseph  /  and  worshipped  on  the  toppo  of  his  ceptre. 

By  fayth  Joseph  when  he  deyed/  remembred  the  de party ngc- 
of  the  children  of  Israhcl  /  and  gave  commaun  dement  of  Ins  bones. 

By  fayth  Moses  when  he  was  borne/  was  hid  thre  monethes 
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of  his  father  and  mother/  be  cause  they  sawe  he  was  a  proper 
i  hiide  :  nether  feared  they  the  kyngcs  commaundement. 

By  fayth  Moses  when  he  was  of  a  gret  age/  refused  to  be 
called  the  sonne  of  Pharaos  dough  ter/  and  chose  rather  to  suffrc 
adversttie  with  the  people  of  god/  then  to  cnioye  the  pleasurs  off 
symic  for  a  ceason  /  and  estemed  the  rebuke  off  Christ  gretter 
then  i  yches/  then  the  treasure  of  Egipt.  For  he  had  a  respccte 
vnto  the  rewarde. 

By  fayth  he  forsoke  Egipt/  and  feared  not  the  fearcenes  of  the 
kynge.  For  lie  endured/  even  as  he  had  sene  hym  which  is  in¬ 
visible. 

Thorowe  fayth  he  ordeyned  the  ester  lambe/  and  the  effusion  of 
bind/  lest  he  that  destroyed  the  fyrst  borne  shulde  touche  them. 

By  fayth  they  passed  thorowe  the  reed  see  as  by  drey  londe/ 
which  when  the  egipcians  had  esayed  to  do/  they  were  drouned. 

By  fayth  the  walles  of  Jerico  fell  doune  after  they  were  com- 
pased  a  boute/  seven  dayes. 

By  fayth  the  harlot  Raab  perisshed  not  with  them  that  beleved 
nott/  after  she  had  receaved  the  spyes  to  lodgynge  peasably. 

And  what  shall  I  more  saye/  the  tyme  wold  be  to  short  for  me 
to  tell  of  Gedeon/  off  Barach/  and  of  Samson  /  and  of  Jepthae. 
Also  of  David  and  Samuel  /and  of  the  prophetes/  which  Uiorowc 
fayth  subdued  kyngdoms/  wrought  righteousnes/  obteyned  the 
promyses/  stopped  the  mouthes  of  Lyons/  quenched  the  violence 
of  f'yre/  escaped  the  edge  off  the  swearde/  off  weake  were  made 
stronge/  wexed  valiant  in  fyght/  turned  to  flyght  the  armeea  of 
the  alien tes.  The  women  receaved  their  deed  to  lyte  agayne. 

Wothcr  were  racked/  and  woldc  not  be  delivered/  thatt  they 
inyght  receave  a  better  rcsurreccion.  Wother  tasted  off  mock - 
ynges/  and  srourgynges/  moreover  off  bondcs  and  presonment : 
were  stoned/  were  hcawen  a  sunder/  were  tempted/  were  slaync 
with  sweardes/  walked  vppe  and  doune  in  shepes  skynnes/  in 
gotes  skynnes/  in  nedc/  tribulacion/  and  vexacion/  which  the 
wbrlde  was  not  worthy  of:  They  wandred  in  wild  ernes/  in 
mountaynes  /  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  erth. 

And  these  all  thorowe  fayth  obtayned  good  reportc  /  and  re¬ 
ceaved  not  the  promos/  god  providynge  a  better  thynge  for  vs/ 
that  they  with  out  vs  shulde  not  be  made  parfect. 


Cf)e  ytj.  Chapter. 

TIf HERFORE  lett  vs  also  (seynge  that  we  are  compased  with 
v  "  so  gret  a  multitude  of  witnesses)  layc  a  waye  all  that  pre- 
seth  vs  douuc/  and  the  sinne  that  hangeth  on  vs/  and  let  vs 
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runne  with  pacience  /  vnto  the  batt&yle  that  is  set  before  vs  / 
lokynge  vnto  Jesus  a  the  auctor  and  fynuyssher  of  oure  fayth  / 
which  foT  the  ioye  that  was  set  before  hym  /  abode  the  crosse  / 
and  tlespysed  the  shame  /  and  is  sett  doune  on  tire  right  humic  off* 
the  trooe  off  God.  Consider  therfbre  howe  that  he  endured 


suche  speakinge  agaynst  hym  of  sinners/’  lest  ye  shulde  be 
weried  and  faynte  in  youre  tnyndes.  For  ye  have  not  resisted 
vnto  blond  sheddynge/  stryvynge  agaynst  sinne.  And  ye  have 
forgotten  the  conaoladon  which  speaketh  vnto  you/  as  vnto  chil¬ 
dren:  My  sonne  despyse  nott  die  chastenynge  of  the  lorde/ 
nether  faynte  when  thou  arte  rebuked  of  hym :  For  whom  the 


lorde  loveth/  hym  he  chastened} :  yee/  and  he  scourgeth  every 
sonne  that  he  rcceareth. 


Yf  ye  shall  endure  chastnynge/  god  offereth  liira  silfe  vnto 
yon/  as  vnto  sonnes.  What  sonne  is  Lhat  whom  the  father 
chasten eth  not  ?  Yf  ye  be  not  vnder  corrcccton  (where  of  all  arc 
part  takers)  then  are  ye  bestardes  and  not  sonnes.  Moreover 
seyngc  we  had  fathers  of  oure  flesshe  which  corrected  vs/  and 
wc  gave  them  reverence :  shall  nott  we  moche  rather  be  in  sub* 
icccion  vnto  the  fadier  of  sprctuall  gyftes  and  shall  live  ?  And 
they  vereiy  for  a  feave  dayes  /  nurtred  vs  after  dieir  awne  plea¬ 
sure  :  but  he  leameth  vs  vnto  that  which  is  proffitable  /  that  we 
myght  receave  off  his  holines.  No  manner  leamynge  for  the 
present  tyrue  semeth.  to  be  ioyeous/  but  gTeveous;  neverthc- 
lesse  afterwarde  it  bryngeth  the  quyet  frute  off  xightewesnes  vnto 
them  which  there  in  are  exercysed. 

Stretch  forth e  therfore  agayne  the  hondes  which  were  let 
doone/  and  the  weake  knees/  and  se  that  ye  have  strayght 
steppes  vnto  youre  fete  /lest  eny  haltinge  turneout  of  the  wave: 
yee/  let  hit  rather  be  healed.  Embrace  peace  with  all  men  /  and 
w  holy  nos :  with  out  the  which/  no  man  shall  Be  the  lorde.  And 
se  that  no  man  be  destitute  of  the  grace  of  god  /  lest  eny  rote  of 
bitternes  springe  vppe  and  trouble :  and  therby  many  be  de¬ 
filed.  That  there  be  no  fornicator  /  or  vnclene  person  /  as  Esau ' 
which  for  one  breakfast  soide  his  right  that  belonged  vnto  him  / 
in  that  he  was  the  eldest  brother.  Y  e  knowe  howe  that  aftcr- 


warde  when  that  he  wolde  have  inherited  the  blessynge/  he  was 
put  by.  His  repentaunce  founde  no  grace/  no  though  he  de- 
syred  that  blessynge  with  teares. 

For  yc  are  not  come  vnto  the  mounte  that  is  touched  /  and 
vnto  burninge  fyr e/  nor  yet  to  myst  and  darcknes  and  tempest 
of  wedder/  nether  vuto  the  soundc  of  a  trompe  and  the  voycc  of 
wordes:  which  voyce  they  that  horde  it/  wiashed  awaye/  that 
the  copunumcacion  shulde  not  be  spoken  to  them.  For  they 
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were  not  able  to  abyde  that  which  was  spoken.  Yf  a  beast  had 
touched  the  mountayne/  hit  muste  have  bene  stoned/  or  thrust 
thorowe  with  a  darte :  even  so  terreble  was  the  sight  which 
apered.  Moses  sayde  I  feare  and  quake.  But  ye  are  come  vnto 
the  niountc  Sion  /  and  to  the  citie  off  the  livynge  god  /  the  celes- 
tiall  Jerusalem  :  and  to  an  innumerable  sight  of  angels/  and  vnto 
the  congregacion  of  the  fyrst  borne  sonnes/  which  are  written  in 
heven/  and  to  god  the  iudge  of  all/  and  to  the  spretes  of  Just 
and  perfect  men/  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  newe  testa¬ 
ment/  and  to  tlic  spryncklynge  of  bloud  that  speaketh  better 
then  the  blond  of  Abell. 

Se  that  ye  despyse  not  him  that  Bpeaketh.  For  yf  they 
escaped  not  which  refused  him  that  spake  on  erth :  Moche  more 
shall  we  not  escape/  yf  we  turne  awaye  from  him  that  speaketh 
from  heven ;  whose  voyce  then  shuke  the  erth/  and  nowe 
declareth  sayinge  :  yet  once  more  will  I  shake/  not  the  erth  only  / 
but  also  heven.  No  dout  that  same  that  he  sayth/  yet  once 
more/  signifieth  the  removynge  a  waye  of  those  thynges  which 
are  shaken  /  as  off  thynges  which  have  ended  their  course :  thatt 
the  lliinges  which  are  not  shaken  maye  remavne.  Wherfore  if 
we  receave  the  kyngdom  which  is  not  moved/  we  have  grace/ 
wherby  we  maye  serve  god  and  please  hym  with  reverence  and 
godly  feare.  For  onre  god  is  consumynge  fyre. 

Cl)c  ptj.  Chapter. 

T  ET  brotherly  love  continue,  be  not  forge tfull  to  be  kynde  to 
stranngers.  For  thereby  have  dyvers  receaved  angels  into 
their  houses  vmvares.  Remember  them  that  are  in  bondes/  even 
as  though  ye  were  bounde  with  them.  Be  myndfull  of  them 
which  are  in  adversitie/  as  ye  which  are  yet  in  youre  bodies. 
Let  wedlockc  be  had  in  pryce  in  all  poyntes/  and  let  the  chamber 
be  vnde filed  :  for  whore  kepers/  and  advoutrars  god  will  iudge. 
Let  youre  conversation  be  with  out  cove teousnes/  and  be  content 
with  that  ye  have  allredy.  For  he  verely  said :  I  will  not  fayle 
the/  nether  for  sake  the :  that  we  maye  boldly  sayc :  The  lorde 
is  my  helper  /  and  l  will  nott  feare  what  man  doeth  vnto  me. 
Remember  them  which  have  the  oversight  of  you/  which  have 
declared  vnto  you  the  worde  of  god :  consider  the  conversacion 
off  their  livynge  /  and  countcrfct  their  fayth. 

Jesus  Christ  yesterdaye  and  todayc/  and  the  same  continueth 
for  ever.  Be  not  caryed  hidder  and  thydder  with  divers  and 
sliaunge  Icarnynge.  For  it  is  a  good  thinge  that  the  herte  be 
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stablisshcd  with  grace/  and  not  with  meates /  which  have  not 
proffeted  them  that  have  had  their  pastyme  in  them.  We  have 
an  aultre  wherof  they  maye  nott  eate  which  serve  in  the  taber¬ 
nacle.  For  the  bodies  of  those  beastes  (whose  bloud  is  brought 
into  the  holy  place  by  the  hie  prest  to  pourge  sinne)  are  bournt. 
with  out  the  tentes.  Therfore  Jesus/  to  sanctifye  the  peplc  with 
his  awne  bloud/  suffered  with  out  the  gate.  Let  vs  goo  forth 
therfore  out  of  the  tentes/  and  suffer  rebuke  with  him.  For  here 
have  we  no  continuynge  citie :  but  we  seke  a  cite  to  come. 

For  by  him  offer  we  the  sacrifice  of  laude  all  waves  to  god  : 
that  is  to  saye  the  frute  of  those  lyppes/  which  confesse  his  name. 
To  do  goode/  and  to  distribute  forget  not/  for  with  suche  sacri- 
fises  god  is  pleased.  O  beyc  them  that  have  the  oversight  of 
you  /  and  submit  youre  selves  to  them/  for  they  watche  for  voure 
soules/  even  as  though  they  shulde  geve  a  comptcs  for  them  : 
that  they  maye  do  it  with  ioye/  and  not  with  grain.  For  that  is 
an  vnproffitable  thynge  for  you.  Praye  for  vs.  Wo  have  con¬ 
fidence  be  cause  we  have  a  good  conscience  in  all  thynges/  and 
desyre  to  live  honestly.  I  desire  you  therfore  somwhat  the 
moare  haboundantly  /  that  ye  so  do  /  that  I  maye  lie  restored  to 
you  quyely. '  The  god  of  peace  that  brought  agayne  from  deetli 
oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ  /  the  gret  shepherde  of  the  shepe  /  thorowe 
the  bloud  of  the  everlastynge  testament  /  make  you  parfet  in  all 
work es/  to  do  his  will/  and  brvnere  to  nasse/  that  whatsoever 


work es/ to  do  his  will/ and  brynge  to  passe/  that  whatsoever 
ye  do/  maye  be  accepted  in  his  sight/  by  the  meanes  of  Jesus 
Christ.  To  whom  be  praysc  for  ever  whill  the  worlde  endurcth 
Amen. 

w 

I  beseche  you  brethren  /  suffre  the  wordes  of  exhortaclon :  For 
we  have  written  vnto  you  in  feawe  wordes.  Knowe  the  brother 
Timothe/  whom  we  have  sent  from  vs/  with  whom  (yf  he  come 
shortly)  I. will  se  you.  Salute  them  that  have  the  oversight  of 
you/ and  all  the  saynctes.  They  off  Italy/ salute  you.  Grace 

be  with  you  all  Amen. 


Sent  from  Italy  by  Timotheus. 
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HEfyz  Cprstt  Chapter* 


f9i JK3E&  the  seruaunt  off  God/  and  off  the 
lorde  Jesus  Christ/  sendeth  gretynge  to  the  xij. 
trybes  which  are  scattered  here  and  there.  My 
brethren  /  count  it  excedynge  ioyc  when  ye  faule 
into  divers  temptacions/  remembrynge  howe 
that  the  tryinge  off  youre  fayth  bringeth  paci- 
ence :  and  let  pacience  have  her  parfect  worke/ 
that  ye  mayc  be  parfect  and  sonnde  /  that  no- 
thynge  be  lackynge  vnto  you, 

Yn  env  that  is  amonere  vou  lake  wisdom/  let 


Yff  eny  that  is  amouge  you  lake  wisdom  /let 
hym  axe  off  God  (which  geveth  to  all  men  with 
outendouhlcnes/  and  casteth  no  man  in  the  teth)  and  it  shalbe 
geven  hym  :  but  let  hym  axe  in  faythe/  and  waver  not.  For  he 
thatdouteth  is  lyke  the  waves  off  the  see/  tost  off  the  wynde/ 
and  caried  with  violence.  Nether  let  that  man  thynke  that  he 
shall  receavc  cny  thynge  off  God.  A  waverynge  mynded  man 
is  vnstable  in  all  his  wayes. 

Let  the  brother  off  lowe  degre  reioyce  in  that  he  is  exalted  / 
and  the  ryche  in  that  he  is  made  (owe.  For  even  as  the  flower 
off  the  grasse  shall  he  vanysshc  awaye :  The  sonne  is  rysen  with 
heate/  and  the  grasse  is  widdered  /  and  his  flower  is  faulen  away e  / 
and  the  bcautie  off  the  fassion  off  it  is  perisshed:  even  so  shall 
the  riche  man  perisshe  in  his  aboundancc. 

Happy  is  the  man  that  endureth  in  temptacion  /  for  when  he 
is  tryed  ne  shall  receave  the  croune  of  lyfe  /  which  the  lorde  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  hym. 

Let  ne  man  saye  when  he  is  tempted  that  he  is  tempted  of 
god :  for  god  tempteth  not  vnto  evyll :  he  tempteth  no  man : 
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But  every  man.  is  tempted  drawne  a  waye/  and  entysed  of  his 
awne  concupiscence.  Then  when  lust  hath  conccaved/  she 
bryngeth  forth  synne/  and  synne  when  it  is  fynnisshed  bryngeth 
forthe  deeth. 

Erre  not  my  deare  brethren.  Every  good  gyfte  /  and  every 
parfait  gyft/  is  from  above  and  commeth  dounc  from  the  father 
off  light  /  with  whom  is  no  variablenes/  nether  is  he  ehaungwl 
vnto  darknes.  Of  his  awne  will  begat  he  vs  with  the  worde  off 
lyfc  /  that  we  shulde  be  the  fyrst  of  his  creatures. 

Wherfore  deare  brethren/  let  every  man  be  swyfte  to  hcare/ 
slowc  to  speake/  and  slowe  to  wrathe.  For  the  wrathe  off  man 
worketli  not  that  which  is  righteous  before  God. 

Wherfore  laye  a  parte  all  filthyncs/  all  superfluite  off  mali- 
ciousnes/  and  rcceve  with  meknes  the  worde  that  is  grafted  in 
you  /  which  is  able  to  save  yourc  soules :  And  se  that  ye  be  doarcs 
of.the  worde  and  not  hcaresonly/  deceavinge  youre  owne  selves. 
For  yff  a  man  heare  the  worde/  and  do  it  not/  be  is  lyke  vnto  a 
man  that  beholdeth  his  boddyly  face  in  a  glasse.  For  as  sons  as 
he  bath  loked  on  hym  silfe/  he  goeth  his  wayc/  and  hath  imme¬ 
diacy  forgotten  what  his  fassion  was :  but  whosoever  loketh  in 
the  parfait  lawc  off  libertie/  and  continueth  there  in  (yf  he  benot 
a  forgettfull  hearer/  but  a  doar  off  the  worke)  he  shalbc  happi 
in  his  dede. 

Yff  eny  man  amonge  you  seme  devoute/  and  refrayne  not  bis 
tonge  ;  but  deceave  his  owne  herte  /  this  ma tines  devocion  is  in 
vayne.  Pure  devocion  and  undefiled  before  God  the  father  /  is 
this:  To  vysit  the  freudlesse/  and  widdowes  in  their  adversite/ 
and  to  kepc  hym  silfe  vnspotted  from  the  worlde, 

Cf)t  ij.  Chapter. 

"DRETHREN  have  not  the  faytli  of  oure  lord e  Jesus  Christ  the 
lorde  off  glory  in  respecte  off  persons.  Yff  there  come  into 
youre  company  a  man  with  a  .golden  ryngc/  and  in  goodly  apar- 
rell  and  there  come  in  also  a  poore  man  in  vyle  rayment/  and  ye 
have  a  respecte  to  hym  that  weareth  the  gayc  clothynge  and 
saye  vnto  hym  :  Sit  thou  here  in  a  goode  place :  and  saye  vnto 
the  povre  /  stonde  thou  there  /  or  sit  here  vuder  my  fote  stole : 
are  ve  uot  even  parciall  in  youre  selves/  and  have  iudged  after 
evyll  thoughtes  ? 

Harken  my  deare  beloved  brethren  /  hath  not  God  chosen  the 
povre  off  this  worlde/  which  are  ryche  in  fayth/  and  heyres  off 
tlie  kyngdom/  which  he  promysed  to  them  that  love  hym?  But 

396 


€J)t  Cfyt&U  of  $.  Slameg.  ®f>.  uj. 

ye  have  despised  the  povre.  Are  not  the  ryehe  they  which 
oppressc  you  :  aud  they  which  drawe  you  before  judges?  Do 
not  they  speake  evyll  of  that  good  name  that  is  calied  on  over  you  ? 

Yf  ye  fulfill  the  royal]  lawe  accordynge  to  the  scripture  which 
sayth  :  Thou  shalt  love  thyne  neghbour  as  thy  silfe/  ye  do  wele : 
hut  yf  ye  regarde  one  person  more  then  another/  ye  commit 
svnnc  /  and  arc  rebuked  off  the  lawe  as  transgrcssours.  Who¬ 
soever  shall  kepc  the  whole  lawe  /  and  yet  fayle  in  one  poynt/  he 
is  gyltic  in  all.  For  the  that  savde :  Thou  shalt  not  commit  for- 
nicacion/  say d e  also:  thou  shaft  not  kyll.  Though  thou  shallt 
cio  no  fomicacion  /  yet  yff  thou  kill/  thou  arte  a  transgresser  oft’ 
the  lawe.  So  speake  ye/  and  so  do  as  they  that  9halbe  iudged 
by  the  lawe  off  lihertie.  For  there  shalbe  judgment  merciles 
to  hym  that  shewed)  no  mercy  /  and  mercy  reioyseth  agaynst 
iudgement : 

What  avayleth  it  my  brethren/  though  a  man  saye  he  hath 
fayth/  when  lie  hath  no  dedes?  Can  fayth  save  hym?  Yff  a 
brother  or  a  sister  be  naked  or  destitute  oft*  dayly  fodc  /  and  one 
of  you  sayc  vnto  them  :  Departe  in  peace  /  God  sende  you  warm- 
nes  and  fotle :  not  withstondynge  ye  geve  them  not  tho  thynges 
which  are  nedfull  to  the  body :  what  helpeth  it  them  ?  Even  so 
fayth/  yf  it  have  no  dedes  is  deed  in  hit  silfe. 

But  one  shall  save/  Thou  hast  fayth  /  and  I  have  dedes:  Shewe 
me  thy  fayth  by  thy  dedes  :  and  1  will  shewe  the  my  faytli  by 
my  dedes.  BeJevest  thou  that  there  is  one  god  ?  Thou  doest 
wele.  The  devyls  also  beleve  and  tremble. 

Wilt  thou  vnderstonde  o  thou  vayne  man  /  that  fayth  with  out 

dedes  is  deed?  .Was  not  Abraham  oure  father  iustilved  off  his 

_ 

dedes  when  he  offered  Ysaac  his  sonne  apon  the  aultre  ?  Thou 
seyst  howe  that  fayth  wroght  in  his  dedes  /  and  through  the  dedes 
was  the  fayth  made  parfet.  And  the  scripture  was  fulfilled  which 
sayth:  Abraham  beleved  god/  and  it  was  reputed  vnto  hym  for 
rightewesnes :  and  he  was  called  the  frende  off  God.  Yc  se  then 
howe  that  off  dedes  a  man  is  justified/  and  nott  off  fayth  only, 
byke  wysc  also  was  nott  Kaab  the  harlot  iustifyed  when  she  re- 
ceaved  the  messengers/  and  sent  them  out  a  nothcr  waye?  For 
as  the  body  /  with  out  the  sprete  is  deed/  even  so  fayth  with  out 
dedes  is  deed. 


C!)*  ttj.  Chapter. 


ly/TY  brethren  /  be  not  every  man  a  master  /  Remembrynge  howe 
that  we  shall  receave  the  more  damnacion.  For  in  many 
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thynges  we  synne  all.  Yff  a  man  synne  not  in  worde/  he  is  a 
parfect  man  and  able  to  tame  all  the  body.  Beholde  we  put 
bittes  into  tlie  horses  mouthe3  that  they  shulde  obeye  vs/  and  we 
turne  aboute  all  the  body.  Beholde  also  the  shippes/  which 
though  they  be  so  gret/  and  ar&dryven  offfearce  witides/  yet  are 
they  turned  a  bout  with  a  very  sinale  helme  /  whither  soever  the 
violence  off  the  governes  woll :  even  so  the  tonge  is  a  littell 
member  and  bosteth  grett  thynges. 

Beholde  howe  gret  a  thynge  a  litell  fyre  kyndleth/  and  the 
tonge  is  fyre/  and  worlde  off  wickedncs.  So  is  the  tonge  set 
among  oure  members  /  that  it  defiletli  the  whole  body  /  and  selteth 
a  fyre  all  that  we  have  off  nature/  and  is  it  silfe  sett  a  fyre  /  even 
off  hell. 

All  the  natures  off  beastes/  and  off  byrdcs/  and  off  serpen tes  > 
and  thynges  of  the  see/  ar  meked  and  tamed  off  the  nature  off 
man.  But  the  tonge  can  noman  tame.  Yt  is  an  vnrnely  evyll 
full  of  deedly  poyson.  Therwith  blcsse  we  God  the  father  /  and 
liter  with  cursse  we  men  which  are  made  vnto  the  similitude  off 
God.  Out  off  one  mought  proceadeth  bessynge  and  cursyngc. 
My  brethren  these  thynges  ought  not  soo  to  be.  Doth  a  fouu- 
tayne  sende  forth  at  one  place  swete  water/  and  bytter  also? 
Can  the  fygge  tree/  my  brethren/  bearc  olive  berries:  other  a 
vyne  beare  fygges?  So  can  no  fountayne  geve  bothe  salt  water 
and  fresshe  also.  Who  ys  wysc  ana  endued  with  learnynge 
amonge  you?  Let  hym  shewe  the  workes  of  his  good  conversa- 
cion  in  mcknes  that  ys  coupled  wyth  wisdom. 

Yff  yc  have  bitter  envyinge  amonge  you/  and  stryfe  in  yourc 
hertes/  rcioyce  not:  nether  be  lyars  agaynst  the  trueth.  This 
wisdom  descendeth  not  from  above:  but  is erthy /  and  naturall/ 
and  divlysshe:  For  where  envyinge  and  stryfe  is/  there  is  vnsta- 
blenes/  and  all  manner  of  evyll  workes:  but  the  wisdom  that  is 
from  above/  is  fyrst  pure/  then  peasable/  gentle/  and  easy  tobe 
entreated  /  full  of  mercy  and  good  frutes/  with  out  iudgynge/  and 
with  out  simulacion:  yee/  and  the  frute  of  rightewesnes  issowen 
in  peace/  of  them  that  kepc  peace. 

tit j .  Cf)aptrr. 

‘C,HOM  whence  commeth  warre/  and  fightynge  amonge  you? 
**■  come  they  not  here  hence  ?  even  off  youre  voluptcousncs  that 
rayneth  in  youre  members.  Ye  lust/  and  have  not.  Ye  envie 
and  have  indignacion/  and  cannot  come  by  it.  Ye  fight  and 
warre/  and  have  not/  be  cause  ye  axe  not.  Yc  axe  and  have  not/ 
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be  cause  ye  axe  a  rnysse/  forto  consume  it  apon  youre  volup- 
teousnes.  Yc  advoutrars/  and  wemen  that  breke  matrimonie : 
knowe  ye  not  howe  that  the  frendshippe  off  the  worlde  is  enmitie 
to  god  warde  ?  Whosoever  wilbe  a  frende  of  the  worlde  /  is  made 
the  enemie  of  god.  Bo  ye  suppose  that  the  scripture  sayth  in 
vayne :  The  sprcte  that  dwelleth  in  you  /  iusteth  even  contrary 
to  envie :  but  geveth  more  grace. 

Submit  youre  selves  to  god/  and  resist  the  devyll/  and  he 
will  flye  from  you.  Drawe  ncye  to  god/  and  he  will  drawe 
neye  to  you.  Clense  youre  Uondes  ye  synners/  and  pourdge 
youre  hertes  ye  waverynge  myndcd.  Suffre  affliccions :  sorowe 
yc  and  wepe.  Let  youre  laughter  be  turned  to  tnornynge/ 
and  youre.  ioyc  to  hevynes.  Cast  doune  yourselves  before  the 
lorde/  and  he  shall  lift  you  vppe.  Back  byte  not  one  another/ 
brethren.  He  that  backbyteth  hys  brother/  and  he  that  iudgeth 
his  brother/  backbyteth  the  lawe/  and  iudgeth  the  lawe:  but 
and  if  thou  nidge  the  lawe/  thou  art  not  an  observer  of  the  lawe : 
but  a  iudge.  There  is  one  lawe  gever/  which  is  able  to  save  and 
to  distroye.  what  art  thou  that  iudgest  another  man. 

Go  to  nowe  ye  that  saye :  to  daye  and  to  morowe  let  vs  go 
into  soclic  a  citie  and  continue  there  a  yeare  and  beye/  and 
sell/  and  wynne:  and  yet  cannot  tell  what  shall  happen  to 
morowe.  For  what  thinge  is  youre  lyfe  ?  hit  is  even  a  vapoure 
that  apereth  for  a  lytell  tyme/  and  then  vanyssheth  awaye  :  For 
that  ye  ought  to  saye :  y/T  the  lorde  will  and  yf  we  live/  let  vs 
do  this  or  tliatt,  Butt  nowe  ye  reroyce  in  youre  bostynges.  All 
soclic  reiovsynge  is  cvyll.  Therfore  to  hym  that  knoweth  howe 
to  do  good/  and  doth  it  not  /  it  is  svntie. 

Cl )t  b.  Chapter. 

/“'lOO  to  nowe  ye  Ryche  men.  Wepe/  and  howle  on  youre 
wretchcdncs  that  shall  come  apon  you.  Youre  ryches  is 
corrupte/  youre  garmentes  are  motli  eaten,  Youre  golde  and 
youre  silver  are  cankred/  and  the  rust  off  them  shalbe  a  witnes 
vnto  you  /  and  shall  eate  youre  flesshe  as  it  were  fyre.  Ye  have 
heaped  treasure  togedder  in  youre  last  dayes :  Beholde  the 
hyer  off  the  laboures  which  have  reped  doune  youre  feldes 
(which  hycr  is  of  you  kept  backe  by  fraude)  cryetli :  and  the 
cryes  off  them  which  have  reped  /  arc  intred  into  the  eares  off 
the  lorde  off  'Sabaoth.  Ye  have  lived  in  pleasure  on  the  erth 
and  in  waritanncs.  Ye  have  norysshed  youre  hertes/  as  in  a 
dayc  off  slaughter.  Yc  have  condempned  and  have  killed  the 
iuste/’nml  lie  hath  not  resisted  you. 
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Be  pacient  therfore  brethren/  vnto  the  commynge  of  the 
lorde.  Beholde  the  husbande  man  wayteth  for  the  precious 
frute  off  the  erth/  and  hath  long  pacience  there  vppon/  vntill  he 
receave  the  yerly  and  the  latter  rayne.  Be  ye  also  pacient. 
therfore/  and  settle  youre  hertes/  for  the.  commynge  off  the 
lorde  draweth  neye.  Grodge  not  one  agaynst  another  brethren  / 
lest  ye  be  dampned.  Beholde  the  judge  stondeth  before  the 
dore.  Take  (my  brethren)  the  prophettes  for  an  ensamplc  ol' 
sufferynge  adversitie/  and  of  longe  pacicncc/  which  spake  in 
the  name  of  the  lorde.  Beholde  we  counte  them  happy  which 
endure.  Ye  have  herde  of  the  pacience  of  Job/  and  have 
knowen  what  ende  the  lorde  made/  For  the  lorde  is  very 
pitifull  /  and  mercifull. 

Butt  above  all  thynges  my  brethren  /  sweare  not/  nether  by 
heven/  nether  by  ertli/  nether  by  eny  wothcr  othc.  Let  youre 
sayingc  be  ye  ye/  nay e/  naye:  lest  yc  faule  into  ypocrvsy. 
Ys  there  eny  amonge  you  that  is  cvyll  vexed  ?  let  hym  prayc. 
Ys  there  eny  man  a  monge  you  that  is  merv?  let  hym  synge 
psalmes.  Ys  there  eny  man  dcseased  a  monge  you?  Lett  hym 
call  for  the  seniours  off  the  con gregacion  /  and  lett  them  prayc 
over  hym/  and  anoyntc  hym  with  oyle  in  the  name  off  the 
lorde:  and  the  prayer  off  fayth  shall  save  the  sicke/ and  the 
lorde  shall  rayse  hym  vppe:  and  yf  he  have  committed  sy lines/ 
they  shalbe  forgeven  hym. 

Knowledge  youre  fautes  one  to  another:  and  pray e  one  for 
another/  that  ye  maye  be  healed.  The  prayer  off  a  ryghtcous 
man  avayleth  mochc/  yf  it  be  fervent.  Hclias  was  a  man  in 
daunger  to  tribuiacion  as  we  are/  and  he  prayed  in  his  prayer/ 
that  it  myght  not  rayne :  and  it  ravned  nott  on  the  erth  by  tin* 
space  off  tlire  yeares  and  sixe  monethes.  And  agavne  he  prayed  • 
and  the  heven  gave  rayne/  and  the  erth  brought  forth  her  frute. 
Brethren  if  eny  off  you  erre  from  the  trueth/  and  a  uothcr  con¬ 
vert  hym/  let  the  same  knowe/  thatt  he  whych  converted  the 
synner  from  goynge  astraye  out  of  his  way e/  shall 
save  a  soule  from  deetn/and  shall  hvde  the 

mm 

multitude  off  synnes. 


The  ende  of  the  pistle  off 
Saynct  James. 
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V 


the  servaunt  of  Jesus  Christ/  the 
rother  off  James/  To  them  which  are  called 
tnd  sanctified  in  god  the  father/  and  preserved 
in  Christ  Jesus.  Mercy  on  you/  and  peace 
,nd  love  be  multiplied. 

Beloved  /  when  I  gave  all  diligence  to  write 
vnto  you  off  the  commen  health :  itt  was  ned- 
ill  for  me  to  wry tc  vnto  you  /  to  exhorte  yon  / 
that  ye  shulde  continually  taboure  in  the  iayth/ 
which  was  once  geven  vnto  the  saynctes.  For 
there  are  certayne  craftely  c rente  in  /  of  which  it 
was  written  afore  tymevnto  soebe  iudgement/  They  arc  vngodiy/ 
and  turne  the  grace  of  oure  iorde  God  vnto  wantannes/  and  denye 
God  the  only  lorde/  and  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ. 


My  mynde  is  therfore  to  put  you  in  remem brau nee/  for  as 
moche  as  ye  once  knowe  this/  howe  thatt  the  lorde  (alter  thatt  he 
had  delivered  the  people  out  of  Egipt)  destroyed  them  which 
al'tcrwarde  beleved  not.  The  angels  also/  which  kept  not  their 
t'yrst  estate  :  but  lefte  their  owne  habitacion  /  he  hath  reserved 
in  everiastynge  chaynes  vnder  darknes  vnto  the  iudgement  of  the 
greate  daye.  even  as  Zodom/  and  Gomor/  and  the  cities  aboute 
them  (which  in  lyke  maner defiled  them  selves/  with  fornicacion/ 
and  folmved  stra tinge  flesshe)  are  set  forth  for  an  ensample/  and 
sttflVe  the  veugeaunce  of  etcrnall  fyre.  Lykwyse  these  diemers 

defyle  the  fiesslte/  despise  rulars/  andspeake  evyll  of  them  that 
are  in  auctoritie. 

Yet  Michael  the  archangell  (when  he  strove  against  the  devyll/ 
and  disputed  about  the  body  of  Moses)  durst  nott  geve  raylynge 
sentence/  butt  sayde ;  The  lorde  rebuke  the.  Butt  thesespeakc 
evyll  of  those  thinges  which  they  knowe  not.  In  tho  thynges 
which  they  knowe  naturally  (as  beastes  which  are  with  out 
reason)  they  corrupte  them  selves.  Wo  be  vnto  them  /  for  they 
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have  folowed  the  wave  of  Cavn  /  and  arc  spylt  in  the  erroure  of 
Balatn  for  hikers  sake/  and  are  caste  a  waye  in  the  treason  of 
Core. 

These  are  spottes  which  of  youre  kindnes  feast  to  gedder/  with 
out  feare/  fedynge  them  selves.  Clondes  they  are  with  outen 
water/  caried  about  off  wyndes :  Trees  rotten  in  authum/ 
vnfrutfull/  twyse  deed/  and  plucked  vppe  by  the  rotes.  They 
are  the  ragynge  waves  off  the  see  /  fomyn^c  out  their  awne  shame. 
They  are  wandrynge  starres  /  to  whom  is  reserved  the  myst  of 
darcknes  for  ever. 


Enoch  the  seventh  from  Adam  prophesied  before  of  suchc 
saying:  Beholde/  the  lorde  shall  come  with  thousandes  of 
sayntes/  to  geve  iudgement  agaynst  all  men  /  and  to  rebuke  all 
that  are  vngodiy  amonge  them  /  of  all  their  vngodiy  dedes/  which 
they  have  vngodiy  committed  /  and  of  all  their  crueil  speakynges/ 
which  vngodiy  sinners  have  spoken  agaynst  hym. 

These  are  murtaiurcrs/  complaynevs  /  walkynge  after  their 
awnc  lustes/  whose  muthes  speake  proude  thynges.  They  have 
men  in  greate  reverence  be  cause  off  avauntage.  But  ye  derly 
beloved  remember  the  wordes  which  were  spoken  before  off  the 
Apostles  off  oure  lorde  Jesus  Christ/  howe  that  they  tolde  you 
thatt  there  shulde  be  begylers  in  the  last  tyme/  which  shuldc 
walke  after  their  owne  vngodiy  lustes.  These  arc  makers  off 


sectes/  naturall/  havynge  no  sprete. 

But  ye  derly  beloved/  edyfie  youre  selves  in  youre  mostwholy 
fayth/  prayinge  in  the  wholy  goost/  and  kepe  youre  selves  in 
the  love  of  God/  lokinge  for  the  mercy  of  ourc  lorde  Jesus  Christ  / 
vnto  eternal)  lyfe.  And  have  compassion  on  some/  scparatvngc 
them :  and  wother  save  with  feare/  pullynge  them  out  of  the 
fyre/  and  hate  the  fylthy  vesture  of  the  flesshe. 

Vnto  hym  that  is  able  to  kepe  you  t  thatt  yc  faule  nott/  and 
to  present  you  fautlesse  before  the  presence  off  hys 
glory  with  ioye/  that  ys  to  saye  /  to  God  oure 
saveour  wnyche  only  ys  wyse/  be  glory/ 
maiestie/  dominion  /  and  power/  nowc 

and  for 'ever  Amen . 
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€l)t  fyrst  Cftaptei** 


€$}£  revelacion  of  Jeaua  Christe/  which  god 
gave  vnto  him/  forto  shewe  vnto  his  scrvauntes 
thynges  which  muste  shortly  come  to  passe. 
And  he  sent  and  shewed  by  hys  angell  vnto  hys 
servaunt  Jhon  /  whych  bare  recorde  offtheworde 
off'  god/  and  off  the  testimony  off  Jesus  Christe/ 
and  of  all  thynges  that  he  sawe.  Happy  is  he 
that  redith/  and  they  that  beare  the  wordes  of 
the  prophesy  /  and  kepe  thoo  thynges  which  are 
written  thenn.  For  the  tyme  is  at  honde, 
Jhon  to  the  'vij.  congregacions  in  Asya. 
Grace  lie  with  you  and  peace/  from  hym  which  is/  and  wluch 
wus/  and  which  is  to  come:  and  from  the  vij.  spretes  which  arc 
present  before  his  trone/  and  from  Jesus  Christ  which  is  a  fayth- 
(ull  witnes/  and  fyrst  begotten  of  the  deed :  and  lorde  over  the 
kynges  of  the  erth,  Vnto  hym  that  loved  vs  and  wesshed  vs 
from  oure  synnes  in  his  awne  bloud/  and  made  vs  kynges  and 
prestes  vnto  god  his  father/  be  glory/  and  dominion/  for  ever 
more  amen.  Beholde  he  commeth  with  cloudes/  and  all  eyes 
shall  se  hym :  and  they  also  which  peersed  him.  And  all  kyn- 
redes  of  the  erth  shall  wayle.  even  so  amen.  I  am  Alpha  and 
Omega/  the  begynnynge  and  the  endinge/  sayth  the  lorde 
almvghty/  which  is  and  which  was  and  which  is  to  come. 

Jhon  youre  brother  and  company  on  in  tribulacion/  and  in  the 
kyngdom  and  pac  fence  which  is  in  Jesn  Christe/  was  in  the  yle 
of  Pathmos  for  the  worde  of  god/  and  for  the  witnessynge  of 
Jesu  Christe.  I  was  in  the  sprete  on  a  sondaye/  and  herde 
behynde  me/  a  gret  voyce/  as  itt  had  bene  of  a  trompe  sayinge : 

d  n  2 
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1  am  Alpha  and  Omega/  the  fyrst  and  the  lasie.  That  thou 
seiste  write  in  a  boke/  and  sende  hit  vnto  the  congregations 
which  are  in  Asia/  vnto  Ephesus/  and  vnto  Smyrna/  and  vnto 
Pargamos/  and  vnto  Thiatira/  and  vnto  Sardis/  aud  vnto  Phi¬ 
ladelphia/  and  vuto  Laodicia. 

And  I  turned  bake  to  se  the  voice  that  spake  to  me.  And 
when  I  was  turned :  1  sawe  vij ,  golden  candelstyckes/  and  in  the 
myddes  of  the  candelstyckes/  one  lyke  vnto  the  sonne  of  nian 
clothed  with  a  lynnen  garment  doune  to  the  ground/  and  gyrd 
aboute  the  pappes  with  a  golden  gyrdle.  II is  heed/  and  his 
heares  were  whyte/  as  whyte  woll/  and  as  snowe:  and  his  eyes 

V  I?  «► 

were  as  a  flame  of  fyre :  and  his  fete  lyke  vnto  brasse/  as  though 
they  brent  in  a  fvrnace:  and  his  voyce  as  the  sounde  of  many 
waters.  And  he  had  in  his  right  honde  vij.  starres.  And  out  of 
his  mougth  went  a  twoo  edged  swearde.  And  his  face  shone 
even  as  the  sunne  in  his  strengthe. 

And  when  1  sawe  hym/  I  fell  at  his  fete/  even  as  deed.  And 
he  layde  hys  ryght  honde  apon  me/  sayinge  vnto  me :  teare  not. 

I  am  the  fyrst/  and  the  laste/  and  am  a  lyve/  and  was  deed. 
And  beholde  I  am  a  lyve  for  ever  more/  and  have  the  kayes  off 
hell  and  off  deeth.  Wryte.  therfore  the  thynges  whyeh  thou 
haste  sene  /  and  the  thynges  which  are  /  and  the  thvnges  which 
shalbe  fulfylled  here  after :  and  the  misteri  off  the  vij .  starres 
which  thou  sawest  in  my  ryght  honde/  and  the  vij.  golden  can-, 
delstyckes.  The  vij.  starres  are  the  angelles  off  the  vij.  congre- 
gacions :  And  the  vij.  candlcstyckes  which  thou  sawest  arc  the 
vij .  congregacions. 


Cfp  geconht  Chapter. 

“¥7NTO  the  angell  off  the  congregacion  off  Ephesus  wryte; 

*  These  thynges  sayth  he  that  holdeth  the  vij.  starres  in  his 
ryght  honde/  and  walketh  in  the  myddes  of  the  vjj.  golden  can- 
dlestyckes.  1  knowe  thy  workes/  and  thy  labour/  and  thy 
patience/  and  howe  thou  cannest  not  forbeare  them  which  are 
e vyll :  and  examinedst  them  which  say e  they  are  Apostles  /  and 
are  nott:  and  hast  founde  them  lyars.  and  haste  suffered/  and 
hast  pacience :  and  for  my  names  sake  hast  labored  and  hast  nott 
faynted.  Neverthelesse  I  have  sumwhat  agaynst  the/  for  thou 
haste  lefte  thy  fyrst  love.  Remember  therfore  from  whence 
thou  art  fallen/  and  repent/  and  do  the  fyrst  workes.  or  elles  I 
wyll  come  vnto  the  shortly/  and  will  remove  thy  candlestykc  out 
of  his  place/  excepte  thou  repent.  Butt  this  thou  haste  be 
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cause  thou  haste  hated  the  dedes  off  the  Nicolai  tans/  which  dedes 
1  also  hate.  Lett  him  that  hath  eares  heare/  what  the  sprete 
sayth  vuto  the  congregacions.  To  hynt  that  overcommcth  /  wyll 
i  gave  to  eate  of)'  the  tree  of  lyfe/  which  is  in  the  myddcs  off  the 
paradice  of)'  God. 

And  vuto  the  angell  off  the  congregacion  off  Smyrna  wryte : 
These  thynges  sayth  he  tlxat  is  fyrst/  and  the  laste/  which  was 
deed  and  is  alive.  I  knowc  thy  workes  and  tribulacion  and 
povertie/  but  thou  art  ryche :  And  I  knowe  the  blasphemy  off 
them  whiche  call  them  selves  iewes  and  ar  not:  but  are  the 
congregacion  of  sathan.  Feare  none  off  llioo  thynges  which  thou 
shaft  soffre.  Beholde/  tlic  devyll  shall  caste  off  you  into  preson/ 
to  lempte  you  /  and  ye  shall  have  tribulacion  x.  dayea.  Be 
faythfuil  vuto  the  deeth  and  I  wyll  geve  the  a  erouue  off  lyfe. 
l.et  hyin  that  hathearis  heare/  what  the  sprete  sayth  to  the  con¬ 
gregations.  He  that  overcommeth  shall  not  be  hurte  off  the 
seconde  deeth. 

And  to  the  angell/  of  the  congregacion  in  Pergamos  wryte : 
This  sayth  lie  which  hath  the  sharpe  swearde  with  two  edges. 
1  knowe  thy  workes  and  where  thow  dwclleste/  evyn  where 
Satlians  seatc  ys  /  and  thou  kepeste  my  name  and  hast  not 
denyed  my  faytk.  And  in  my  dayes  Antipas  was  a  faythfuil 
witnes  off  myne/  which  was  slaync  araonge  you  where  sathan 
ftwelleth.  Butt  1  have  a  fewe  thinges  aguynst  the :  that  thou 
hast  there/  they  thatt  mavntayne/  the  doctryne  off  Balam  which 
tauglit  in  balake/  to  put  occasion  off  syn  before  the  chylderne  off 
Israltell:  thatt  they  shulde  eate  off  meate  dedicat  vnto  ydolles/ 
and  to  commyt  fornication,  Even  so  haste  thou  them  that 
mayntaync  the  doctryne  off  the  Nicolaytans/  which  thynge  I 
hate.  But  repent  or  elles  1  will  come  vnto  the  shortly  and  will 
fyght  agayuslc  them  with  the  swearde  of  my  mouglit.  Lett  hym 
that  hath  eares  heare  what  the  sprete  sayth  vnto  the  congrega- 
cions ;  To  hym  that  over  commeth  will  I  geve  to  eate  manna 
that  is  hvd.  and  will  geve  hvm  a  whyte  stone/  and  in  the  stone 
a  newe  name  wryUen/  which  no  man  knoweth/  savinge  he  that 
reccavetJi  hit. 

And  vuto  the  angell  off  the  congregacion  off  Theatira  write : 
This  sayth  the  sonne  of  god/  which  hath  his  eves  Ivke  vnto  aflame 

V  V>  4^ 

of  fyre/  whose  fete  are  lyke  brassc :  I  knowe  thy  workes  and  thy 
love/  service/  and  fayght/  and  pacience/  and  thy  dedes/  whicn 
arc  mooe  at  the  laste  then  att  the  fyrste :  Notwithstondinge  I 
have  a  feawe  thynges  agaynste  the/  that  thou  sofferest  that 
woman  Jcsabell/  which  called  her  sylfe  a  prophetes  to  teache 
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and  to  deceave  my  servauntes/  to  make  them  commyt  fornica- 
cion  /  and  to  eate  meates  offered  vppe  vnto  vdolles,  And  I  gave 
her  space  to  repent  off  her  fornicacion  and  she  repented  not. 
Beholde  I  will  caste  her  into  a  beed/  and  them  that  commyt 
fornicacion  with  her  into  gret  adversite/  excepl.e  they  repent  of 
their  deades.  And  I  will  kyll  her  children  with  deeth.  And  all 
the  congregaciona  shall  knowe  that  I  am  he  which  searched*  the 
reynes  and  hertes.  And  1  will  geve  vnto  every  one  of  you 
accordynge  vnto  youre  workes. 

Vnto  you  I  save/  and  vnto  other  of  them  off  Thiatyra  as  many 
as  have  nott  this  lemynge/  and  which  have  not  knowen  the 
depnes  of  Satan  (as  they  saye)  I  will  put  apon  you  none  other 
burthen/  but  that  which  ye  have  alreddy.  Ilolde  fast  tyll  I  come/ 
and  whosoever  overcomineth  and  kepeth  my  workes  vnto  the 
Cnde/  to  hyme  will  I  geve  power  over  nacions/  and  he  shall  rule 
them  with  a  rodde  of  yeron  :  and  as  the  vessels  off  a  potter/  shall 
he  breake  them  to  shevers.  Evyn  as  1  receaved  off  my  father. 
And  I  will  geve  him  the  momynge  starre.  Let  hvm  that  hath 
eares  heare  what  the  sprete  sayth  to  the  congregacions. 

Cf )t  ft).  Chapter. 

AND  wry  te  vnto  the  angell  of  the  congregacion  of  Sardis :  this 
sayth  he  that  hath  the  sprete  of  god/  and  the  vij.  starres. 
I  knowe  thy  workes/  thou  haste  a  name  that  thou  lyveste/  and 
thou  are  deed.  Be  awake  and  strengthe  the  thynges  which 
remay ne/  that  are  redy  to  deye.  For  1  have  not  founde  thy 
workes  perfayte  before  god.  Remember  therfore  howc  thou 
hast  receaved  and  heaTde/  and  holde  feste/  and  repent.  Yf  thou 
shah  not  watche/ 1  wyll  come  on  the  as  a  thefe/  and  thou  shall 
not  knowe  what  houre  I  wyll  come  apon  the.  Thou  haste  a 
feawe  names  in  Sardis/  which  have  not  defy  led  their  garmentes/ 
and  they  shall  walke  with  me  in  wliyte/  for  they  are  worthy.  He 
that  ovcrcommeth  shalbe  clothed  in  whyte  araye/  and  I  will 
not  put  out  his  name  out  of  the  boke  of  lyfc/  and  1  will  con- 
fesse  his  name  before  my  father/  and  before  his  angel] es.  Let 
hym  that  hath  earys  heare  what  the  sprete  sayth  vnto  the  con¬ 
gregacions. 

And  wryte  vnto  the  angell  off  Philadelphia :  This  sayth  he  that 
is  holy  and  true/  which  hath  the  kaye  off  David :  which  openyth 
and  noman  shutteth/  and  shutteth  and  no  man  openeth.  1  knowe 
thy  workes.  Beholde  I  have  set  before  the  an  open  doore/  and 
no  man  can  shutt  hit/  for  thou  haste  a  lyttetl  strengthe/  and  haste 
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kepe  my  saynges :  and  haste  not  denyed  my  name.  Bcholde. 
I  put  them  of  the  congregacion  of  Sathan/  which  call  themselves 
Jewes  and  are  not/  butt  do  lye.  Beholde.  I  will  make  them 
that  they  shall  come  and  worshippe  before  thy  fete :  and  shall 
knowe  that  1  have  loved  the. 

Be  cause  thou  hast  kept  the  woides  of  my  pacience/  and  I 
wyll  kepc  the  from  the  houre  of  temptacion/  which  will  come 
apon  all  the  worlde/  to  tempte  them  that  dwell  apon  the  erth. 
Beholde  1  coinc  shortly.  Holde  tliat  which  thou  haste/  that  no 
man  take  awave  thy  croune.  Hym  that  overcommeth  will  1  make 
a  pyllar  in  the  temple  off  my  God/  and  he  shall  goo  no  more  oute. 
And  I  will  wryt  apon  liyin/  the  name  off  my  god/  and  the  name 
off  the  cite  off  my  god/  newe  Jerusalem/  which  comineth  doune 
oute  of  hevyn  from  my  god  and  I  will  wryte  apon  hym  my  newe 
name.  Let  hym  that  hath  eares/  heare  what  the  sprete  sayth 
vnto  the  congregations. 

And  vnto  the  angeli  of  the  congregacion  which  is  in  Laodicia 
wryte :  This  suylh  (amen)  the  fayUifuU  and  true  witnes/  the  be- 
gynnynge  off  the  creatures  off  God.  1  knowe  thy  workes  that 
thou  arte  nether  colde  ner  hott :  I  wolde  thou  were  colde  or  hotte. 
So  then  be  cause  thou  arte  bitwenc  bothe/  and  nether  colde  ner 
hott  /  1  will  spew  the  oute  of  my  mought :  be  cause  thou  sayst 
thou  arte  riche  and  incresyd  with  gooddes/  and  haste  nede  off 
nothinge/  and  knowest  not  howe  thou  arte  wretched  and  mise¬ 
rable/  povre/  blynde/  and  nakyd.  1  consell  the  to  bye  off  me 
groJde  tryed  in  the  fyro/  that  thou  maystc  be  riche :  and  white 
ravment/  that  thou  mayste  be  clothed/  that  thy  fylthy  nakednes 
do  not  aptcrc :  and  anoynt  thyne  eyes  with  eye  salve/  that  thou 
mavste  se. 

As  many  as  1  love/  I  rebuke  and  chasten.  Be  fervent  ther- 
fore  and  repent.  Bcholde  1  stoude  at  the  doore  and  knocke. 
Yff  eny  man  heare  my  voice  and  opyn  tlie  dore/ 1  will  come  in 
vnto  hym  and  will  suppe  with  him  /  and  he  with  me.  To  hym 
that  overconimeth  will  I  gravnte  to  sytt  with  me  in  my  seate/ 
cvyn  as  1  overcam  and  have  sytten  with  my  father/  in  his  seate. 
Lett  hym  that  hath  eares  heare  what  the  sprete  sayth  vnto  the 
congregations. 


€t)t  fit).  Chapter. 

A  Fl'F.R  this  I  loked/  and  beholde  a  dore  was  opene  in  heven/ 
and  the  fyrste  voycc  which  I  harde/  was  as  hit  were  of  a 
trompet  talkinge  with  me/  which  said :  come  vppe  hydder/  and 

407 


jfio.  «b.  Cf)t  SUbtlarion  of  &. 

I  will  shewe  die  thynges  which  muste  be  fulfyllyd  here  after. 
And  immediatly  I  was  in  the  sprete.  and  beholde  /  a  seate  was 
put  in  heven  and  won  sat  on  the  seate.  And  he  that  sat  was  to 
loke  apon  lyke  vnto  a  iaspar  stone/  and  a  sardyne  atone :  And 
there  was  a  rayne  boll  aboute  the  seate/  to  loke  apon/  lykcvnto 
an  emeralde.  And  aboute  the  seate  were  xxiiij,  seates.  And  I 
sawe  on  the  seates  .xxiiij.  seniours  syttinge  clothed  in  whvte  ray- 
ment/  and  had  on  their  heddes  crounes  of  gold. 

And  out  of  the  seate  proccded  liglitnynges/  and  thoundrynges  / 
and  voices:  and  there  were  vij.  lampes  oft' fyre/ byrninge before 
the  seate/  which  are  the  vij.  sprettes  off  God.  And  before  the 
seate  there  was  a  see  off  glasse/  lyke  vnto  cristall/  and  in  the 
myddes  of  the  seate /  and  rounde  aboute  the  seate/  wer  iiij. 
biestes  full  off  eyes  before  and  behynde.  And  the  fvrste  biest  was 
lyke  a  lion  /  the  seconde  biest  lyke  a  caulfe/  and  the  thyrde  bieste 
had  a  face  as  aman/  and  the  fourthe  bieste  was  lyke  a  flyinge 
egle.  And  the  iiij.  biestes  had  eche  one  oft*  them  vj.  wynges 
aboute  hym/  and  they  were  full  off  eves  within.  And  they  had 
noo  reste  daye  nether  nyght  sayinge :  holy /  holy/  holy  /  lorde  god 
almyghty  /  which  was/  and  is/  and  is  to  come. 

And  when  those  bcestes  gave  glory  and  honour  and  thankes  to 
hym  that  sat  on  the  seate/  which  levith  ever  more/  the  xxiiij. 
seniours  fell  doune  before  the  trone/  before  hym  that  sat.  on  the 
trone/  and  worshipped  hym  thatt  levith  ever/  and  caste  their 
crounes  before  the  trone  sayinge:  thou  arte  worthy  lorde  to 
receave  glory/  and  honoure/  and  power/  for  thou  haste  created 
all  thinees/  and  for  thv  wvllis  sake  thev  are/  and  were  created. 

6.  Cijapttr. 

A  ND  1  sawe  in  the  right  honde  of  hym/  that  sat  in  the  trone/ 
a  boke  written  with  in  and  on  the  backside/  sealyd  witli  vij. 
scales.  And  I  sawe  a  stronge  angeil  which  cryed  with  a  loude 
voyce :  Wlio  is  worthy  to  open  the  boke/  and  to  loose  the  scales 
ther  off.  And  no  man  in  hevyn  ner  in  erth/  nether  vnder  the 
erth/  was  able  to  open  the  boke/  nether  to  loke  thereon,  And  I 
wepte  moche/  be  cause/  no  man  was  founde  worthy  to  open  /  and 
to  rede  the  boke/  nether  to  loke  thereon. 

And  one  off  the  seniours  sayde  vnto  me :  wepe  not :  Beholde 
a  lion  beinge  off  the  tribe  off  Juda/  the  rott  oft’  Dauid/  hath 
obtayned  to  open  the  boke/  and  to  lose  the  vij,  seales  theroff. 
And  I  behelde/  and  loo/  in  the  myddes  of  the  seate/  and  off  the 
iiij;  biestes/  and  in  the  myddes  off  the  seniours/  stode  a  lambo  as 
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though  he  had  bene  kylied/  which  had  vij.  homes  and  vij.  eyes  / 
which  are  the  sprettes  off  God/  sent  into  all  the  worlde,  And  he 
cam  and  toke  the  boke  oute  off  the  right  honde  of  hym  that  sate 
apon  the  seate. 

And  when  he  had  taken  the  boke/  the  iiij.  bestes  and  xxiiij. 
scniours  fell  don  no  before  the  lambe/  havynge  harpes  and  golden 
vialles  full  off  otlourcs/  which  are  the  prayers  off  saynctes  and  they 
songe  a  newe  songe  saynge :  thou  .art  worthy  to  take  the  boke 
and  to  open  the  scales  therof/  for  thou  waste  kylied  and  haste 
redemed  vs  by  thy  bloud/  out  off  all  kynreddes/  and  tonges/  and 
people/  and  nacions/  and  haste  made  vs  vnto  oure  god/  kynges 
and  prestes  and  we  shall  raygne  on  the  erth. 

And  I  behelde/  and  1  herd  the  voyce  off  many  angylles  aboute 
the  trone/  and  about  the  biestes  and  the  seniours/  and  I  herde 
thousand  thousandes/  saynge  with  a  lowde  voyce :  Worthy  is  the 
lambe  that  was  killed  to  receave  power  /  and  riches  and  wisdom/ 
and  strenghte/  and  honour  and  glory/  and  blyssynge.  And  all 
creatures/  which  are  in  heven/  and  on  the  erth/  and  vnder  the 
erth/  and  in  the  see/  and  all  that  are'  in  them  herd  I  saynge : 
blyssinge/  honour/  glory/  and  power/  be  vnto  hym/  that  sytteth 
anon  the  seate/  and  vnto  the  lambe  for  ever  more.  And  the  .iiij. 
biestes  sayd :  amen.  And  the  xxiiij .  seniours  fell  apon  their 
faces/  and  worshvpped  hym  that  lyveth  for  ever  more. 

bj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  i  sawe  when  the  lambe  open  yd  one  of  the  seules/  and  1 
herde  one  of  the  iiij.  biestes  save/  as  hit  wer  the  noyse  off 
thonder/  come  and  se.  And  I  sawe/  and  beholde  there  was  a 
wliyte  horssc/  and  he  that  sat  on  hym  had  abowe/  and  a  croune 
was  gevyn  vnto  hym/  and  he  went  forth  couqucrtngc  and  forto 
overcome.  And  when  he  opened  the  seconde  sealer  I  herde  the 
seeonde  bicste  saye. :  come  and  se.  And  there  went  out  another 
horsse  that  was  red  /  and  power  was  geven  to  hym  that  satte  there 
on/  to  take  peace  from  the  erth/  and  that  they  shuldc  kyll  one 
another,  and  there  was  geven  vnto  hym  a  gret  swcardc. 

And  when  he  opened  the  thyrde  sealer  T  herde  the  thyrdc  bicste 
save :  come  and  se.  And  I  behelde/  and  loo/  a  blacke  hors:  and 
lie  that  sate  on  hym/  had  a  payre  of  balances  in  his  honde.  And 
1  herd  a  voyce  in  the  myddes  off  the  iiij.  bestes  saye :  a  measure 
of  whete  for  a  peny/  and  iij.  measures  of  barly  for  a  peny  :  and 
ovle  and  wvne  se  thou  hurte  not. 

And  when  he  opened  the  fourthe  seale/  I  herde  tlie  voyce  of 
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the  fourthe  beste  saye :  come  and  se.  And  I  ioked.  and  beholdo 
a  grene  horsse/  and  his  name  that  satt  on  hym  was  deeth/  and 
hell  fblowed  after  hym  r  and  power  was  geven  vnto  them  over  the 
fourthe  parte  off  the  either  to  kyll  with  swearde/  and  with  honger/ 
and  with  deetlu  that  cometh  of  vermen  of  the  erth. 

And  when  lie  opened  the  fyfte  Beale/  1  sawe  vnder  the  aultre/ 
the  soules  of  them  that  were  kylled  for  the  worde  of  God  /  and  for 
the  testymony  which  they  had/  and  they  cryed  with  a  iawde 
voyce  sayinge :  Howe  longe  tariest  thou  lorde  holy  and  true/  to 
iudge  and  to  avenge  oure  bloud  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  erth  ? 
And  longe  whyte  garmentes  were  geven  vnto  every  one  off  them. 
And  hit  was  sayde  vnto  them  that  they  shulde  reste  for  a  lyttle 
season  vntyll  the  nomber  off  their  felowcs/  and  brethren  /  and  of 
them  that  shulde  be  kylled  as  they  were  /  were  fulfylled. 

And  I  behelde  when  he  opened  the  sixte  seale/  and  loo  there 
was  a  grett  erthquake/  and  the  sunne  was  as  black  as  sacke  clothe 
made  of  heare.  and  the  mone  wexed  even  as  bloud.  and  the  starres 
of  lieven  fell  vnto  the  erth  /  even  as  a  fy  gge  tree  castith  from  her 
her  fygges/  when  she  is  shaken  off  a  myghty  wynde,  And  heven 
vanysshed  awaye/  as  a  scroll  when  hitt  is  rolled  togedder.  And 
all  mountayns  and  yles/  were  moved  oute  of  their  places.  And 
the  kynges  of  the  erth/  and  the  grett  men/  and  the  ryche  men/ 
and  the  chefe  captaynes/  and  the  myghty  men/  and  every  bond 
man/  and  every  free  man/  hyd  them  selves  in  dennes/  and  in 
rockes  off  the  hylles/  and  sayde  to  the  hylles/  and  rockes :  fall  on 
vs/  and  hvde  us  from  the  presence  off  hym  that  syttetli  on  the 
seate/  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  lambe/  for  the  grete  dave  off  by* 
wrath  ys  come  /  And  whoo  can  endure  hit. 

Oje  6«j.  Chapter. 

A  NX)  after  that  1  sawe  iiij .  angels  stonde  on  the  iiij .  comers  of 
the  erth/  holdynge  the  iiij.  wyndes  off  the  erth/  that  the 
wyndes  shulde  nott  blowe  on  the  erthe/  nether  on  the  see/  nether 
on  eny  tree.  And  1  sawe  another  angell  ascende  from  the  rysynge 
of  the  sunne/  winch  had  the  seale  off  the  lyvynge  god/  and  he 
cryed  with  a  loude  voyce  to  the  iiij.  angelles  (to  whom  power  w‘ as 
geven  to  hurt  the  erth  and  the  see)  sayinge :  Hurt  not  the  erth 
nether  the  see/  nether  the  trees/  tyll  I  Wve  sealed  the  servauntes 
of  oure  god  in  their  forheades. 

And  I  herde  the  nombre  of  them  which  were  sealed/  and  there 
were  sealed  c.  and  xliiij.  m.  of  all  the  trybes  of  the  chvldren  of 
Israhell.  Of  the  trybe  of  Juda  were  sealed  xij.  m.  Of  the  try  be 
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oft’  Ruben  were  sealed  xij.  m.  Of  the  trybc  of  Gad  were  sealed 
xij  m.  Of  the  trybe  of  Asser  were  sealed  xij,  m.  Of  the  trybe  of 
Neptalym  were  sealed  xij.  h.  Of  the  trybe  off  Manasses  were 
sealed  xij.  xj.  Of  the  trybe  of  Symeon  were  sealed  xij.  m.  Of  the 
trybe  of  Levy  were  scaled  xij.  m.  Of  the  trybe  on  Isacar  were 
sealed  xij.  m.  Of  the  trybe  of  Zabulon  were  sealed  xij.  m.  Off 
the  tribe  of  Joseph  were  sealed  xij.  m.  Off  the  trybe  of  Beniamyn 
were  sealed  xij.  thowsande. 

After  this  1  beheld e/  and  lo  a  gret  multitude  (which  noman 
eukle  uombre)  off  all  nacions/  and  people/  and  tonge/  stode  be¬ 
fore  the  seate/  and  before  the  lambe/  clotlied  with  longe  whyte 
garmentes/  and  palmes  in  there  hondes/  and  cryed  with  a  lowde 
vovee/  saynge :  Hclth  be  to  hym  that  syttith  apon  the  seate  of 
oure  god/  and  vnto  the  lambe.  And  all  the  angelles  stode  in 
the  compace  of  the  seate/  and  off  the  seniours/  and  off  the  iiij. 
bestes/  and  fcl  before  the  seat  on  their  faces/  and  worshipped  god/ 
say inge/ amen :  Blessynge  and  glory/  wisdom  and  thankes/  and 
honour/  and  power  and  myght/  be  vnto  oure  god/  for  evermore 
amen. 

And  one  off  the  seniours  answered/  sayinge  unto  me:  what 
are  these  which  are  arayed  in  longe  whyte  garmentes/  and  whence 
cam  they  ?  And  1  sayde  vnto  hym :  lorde  thou  wottest.  And 
he  sayde  unto  me :  these  are  they  which  cam  oute  off  gret  tribu- 
tacion  and  made  their  garmentes  large  and  made  them  whyte  in 
the  bloud  of  the  lambe :  therfore  are  they  in  the  presence  off 
the  seate  off  God  and  serve  hym  daye  and  nyght  in  hys  temple  / 
and  he  that  sytteth  in  the  seate  wyll  dwell  amonge  them.  They 
shall  honger  no  more  nether  tliyrst/  nether  shall  the  sunne  lyght 
on  them/  nether  eny  heate:  For  the  lambe  whych  ys  in  .the 
myddes  off  the  seate,  shall  fede  them  /  and  shall  ledde  them  vnto 
tbuntaynes  of  Ivvynge  water/  and  god  shall  wyppe  awaye  all  teares 
from  their  eves. 


buj.  Chapter. 


AND  when  he  had  opened  the  seventhe  seale/  there  was  silence 
in  heven  aboute  the  space  of  halfe  an  houre/  And  I  sawe 
angelles  stondyngft  before  god/  and  to  them  were  geven  vij.  trom- 
pettes.  And  another  angell  cam  and  stode  before  the  aultre 
havyngc  a  golden,  senser/  and  moche  of  odoures  was  geven  vnto 
hym  /  that  he  shoulde  oflre  of  the  prayers  of  all  saynctes  apon  the 
golden  aultre /  which  was  before  the  seate.  And  the  smoke  of  the 
odoures  which  cam  off  the  prayers  off  all  saynctes  ascended  vppe 


jfo.  ccbtj.  Ci)£  inebriation  of  &.  3^mt. 

before  god  out  of  the  angelles  honde.  And  the  augeii  toke  the 
censer  and  fylied  hit  with  fyre  of  the  aultre  and  caste  hit  into  the 
erth/  and  voyces  were  made/  and  thondrynges/  and  lightnynges/ 
and  erth  quake. 

And  the  vij.  angelles  which  had  the  vij  trompettcs  prepared 
them  selves  to  blowe.  The  fyrst  angcll  blewe/  and  there  was 
made  hayle  and  fyre/  which  were  mynglcd  with  blond/  and  they 
were  caste  into  the  erth :  and  the  thryd  parte  of  trees  was  burnt  / 
and  all  grenc  grassc  was  brent,  and  the  scconde  angel!  blewe : 
and  as  nit  were  a  grett  mountayne:  bryiuivnge  wyth  lyre  was 
caste  iu  to  the  see/  and  the  thyrde  parte  oil  the  sec  tourned  to 
bloud/  and  the  thyrde  parte  of  the  creatures  which  had  lyfe  dyed/ 
and  the  thyrde  part  on  shyppes  were  destroyed. 

And  the  thyrde  angell  blewe/  and  ther  fell  a  grett  starre  from 
heven  burnynge  as  hit  wer  a  lampe/  and  hit  fell  into  the  thyrde 
parte  off  the  ryvers /  and  into  founlaynes  of  waters/  and  the 
name  of  the  starre  is  called  wormwod.  And  the  thyrde  parity 
was  turned  to  wormwod.  And  many  dyed  off  the  waters  be 
cause  they  were  made  bytter.  And  the  fourthe  angcll  blew  /  and 
the  thyrde  part  of  the  sunne  was  smytten  and  the  thyrde  parti: 
off  the  mone  /  and  the  thy rde  part  off  starres :  so  that  the  thy  rdc 
parte  of  them  was  derckned.  And  the  daye  was  smytten  that 
the  thyrde  part  of  hit  shuldc  not  shyue/  and  lvkc  wyse  the 
nyght.  And  I  behelde  and  herd  an  angell  flyinge  ihorowe  the 
myddes  of  heven/  sayinge  with  a  lowde  voyee ;  Woo/  Woo/  to 
the  inhabiters  off  the  erth  be  cause  of  the  vovees  to  come  of  the 
trompe  of  the  iij.  angels  which  were  yet  to  blowe. 


tjr.  Chapter. 

k 

A  ND  the  fyfte  angcll  blewe/  and  1  sawe  a  starre  fall  from 
heven  vnto  the  erth.  And  to  him  was  geven  the  kave  of 
the  bottomlesse  pytt/  And  he  opened  the  hotonuesse  pytt/  and 
there  arose  the  smoke  of  a  grett  fornace.  And  the  sunne/  and 
the  aver  wer  darkned  by  the  reason  of  the  smoke  of  the  pytt. 
And  there  cam  out  off  the  smoke  locustes  vpon  the  erth  :  And 
.vnto  them  was  geven  power  as  the  scorpions  of  the  erth  have 
•power.  And  hit  was  sayde  vnto  them  thatt  they  shulde  nott 
nurt  the  grasse  off  the  erth:  nether  eny  grene  thinge:  nether 
eny  tree :  but  only  those  men  which  have  nott  the  scale  in  their 
forhedes/  and  to  them  was  commaunded  that  they  shulde  not 
kyll  them/  but  that  they  shulde  be  vexed  v  monethes/  and  their 

Qne  was  as  the  payne  that  commeth  off  a  scorpion/  when  he 
h  stongc  a  man.  And  in  those  dayes  shall  men  seke  deeth/ 
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and  shall  nott  fynde  hyt/  shall  desyre  to  deye/  and  deeth  shall 
ft  ye  from  them. 

And  the  similitude  off  the  locustes  was  lyke  vnto  horses  pre¬ 
pared  vnto  battayll/  and  on  their  heddes  were  as  hit  were  crow  near 
ivke  vnto  golde.  and  their  faces  were  as  hit  had  bene  the  faces 
of  men.  And  they  had  heares  as  the  heares  of  wemen.  And 
their  tethe  were  as  the  tethe  of}'  lyons.  And  they  had  habber- 
jrions  /  as  hit  were  habbergions  on  yeron.  And  the  sounde  off 
i  heir  wynges  was  as  the  sounde  of  charettes  when  many  horsses 
runne  togedder  to  battayle.  And  they  had  tayles  lyke  vnto 
scorpions/  and  there  were  stynges  in  their  tayles.  And  their 
power  was  to  hurt,  men  v.  monethes.  And  they  had  a  kyngc 
over  them/  which  is  the  angell  of  the  bottomlesse  pytt/  whose 
name  in  the  hebrew  tonge/  i3  Abadon :  but  in  the  greke  tonge/ 
Apollion/  that  ys  to  save  a  destroyer.  Won  woo  is  past/  and 
he.liolde  two  wooes  come  after  this. 

And  the  sixte  angell  blewe/  and  I  herd  a  voyce  from  the  iiij. 
corners  of  the  golden  anltrc/  which  is  before  god/  saying  to  the 
sixte  angell  which  had  thetrompe:  Loose  the  iiij.  angeiles/  which 
are  bo  unde  in  the  grett  ryver  Eufrates.  Ana  the  iiij.  angeiles 
were  loosed  which  wer  prepared  for  mi  houre/  for  a  daye/  for  a 
moneth/  and  tor  a  yeare/  for  to  slec  the  thyrde  part  off  men. 
And  the  nombre  of  horsmen  of  warre/  were  twenty  tymes  x  m 
And  f  herdc  the  nombre  of  them.  And  thus  I  sawe  the  horses  in 
a  vision  and  them  that  sate  on  them  /  havynge  fyry  habbergions 
of  a  Jacynct  coloure/  and  brymstony.  and  the  heeddes  of  the 
horses  were  as  the  heeddes  of  lyons.  And  out  of  their  mouthes 
went  forth  fyre  and  smoke  and  brymstottc.  And  of  these  iij/ 
was  the  thyrde  parte  of  men  kylled/  that  is  to  saye/  of  fyre/ 
smoke/  and  brymstone/  which  proceded  out  of  the  mouthes  of 
them  :  For  their  power  was  in  their  mouthes  and  in  their  tayles : 
for  their  tayles  w’ere  lyke  unto  serpentes/  and  had  heddes/  and 
with  them  they  dyd  hurtt :  And  the  remnaunt  off  the  men  which 
were  not  kylled  by  these  plages  repented  not  of  the  dedes  of  tlieir 
hondcs/  that  they  shuldc  not  worshyppe  devyls/  and  ymages/ 
off  golde /  and  sylver/  and  brasse/  and  stone/  and  of  woode/ 
which  nether  can  s 0/  nether  heare/  nether  goo  Also  they  re¬ 
pented  not  of  tlieir  murther/  and  of  their  sorcery  nether  of  their 
fornicacion  nether  of  their  thefte. 

Cf)t  f.  Chapter. 

4  ND  I  sawe  another  myghty  angell  come  doune  from  heven/ 
clothed  with  a  cloude/  and  the  rayne  boll  apon  his  heed. 
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And  hys  (ace  as  hit  were  the  sunne/  and  his  fete  as  hytt  were 
pyllars  of  fyre/  And  he  had  in  his  honde  a  lytell  boke  opyn :  and 
he  put  his  ryght  fote  apon  the  see/  and  his  lyfte  fote  on  the 
erth,  And  cryed  with  a  lowde  voyce/  as  when  a  lyon  roreth. 
And  when  he  had  cryed/  seven  thondres  spake  their  voyce*. 
And  when  the  vij  thondres  had  spoken  their  voyces/  1  was  abnute 
to  wryte.  And  I  herde  a  voyce  from  heven  sayiiige  vnto  me 
marke  thoo  thynges  which  the  vij.  thondres  spake/  and  write 
them  not. 

And  the  angell  which  I  sawe  stonde  apon  the  sec  /  and  apon 
the  erth/  lyfte  vppe  his  honde  to  heven/  and  swore  by  hym  thatt 
livethfor  ever  more/  which  created  heven/  and  the  thynges  that 
ther  in  are/  and  the  see/  and  the  thynges  which  Llierin  are:  that 
there  shuldc  be  no  lenger  tyme :  but  in  the  dayes  of  the  voyce  of 
the  seventhe  angell  /  when  he  shalbegy n  to  blowe :  even  the  mis- 
tery  off  god  shalbc  fulfilled/  as  he  preached  by  his  servauntes  the 
prophettes. 

And  the  voyce  which  I  herde  from  heven  spake  vnto  me  agayuc  > 
and  sayde :  goo  and  take  the  boke  whych  ys  open  in  the  honde 
oft  the  angell/  which  Btondeth  apon  the  see/  and  apon  the  erth. 
and  I  went  vnto  the  angell/  and  sayde  to  hym :  geve  me  the  boke. 
and  he  sayd  vnto  me :  take  hit/  and  eate  it  vppe/  find  hit  shall 
make  thy  belly  byttre/  butt  hit  shalbe  in  thy  mouth  as  swete  as 
hony.  and  I  toke  the  boke  out  of  his  honde/  and  ate  it  vp/  and 
hit  was  in  my  mouth  as  swete  as  hony/  and  as  sone  as  1  had  eaten 
it/  my  belly  was  bytter.  And  he  sayde  vnto  me :  thou  inuste 
prophesy  agayne  amonge  the  people/  and  nacions/  and  tonges/ 
and  to  many  kynges. 


yj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  then  was  geven  me  a  rede  lyke  vnto  a  rodd/  and  hit  was 
*“■  sayd  vnto  me :  Ryse  and  mete  the  temple  of  god  /  and  the 
aultre/  and  them  that  worshippe  therm/  and  the  quyre  which  is 
with  in  the  temple  castoute/  and  mete  hit  not:  for  hit  is  gevyn 
vnto  the  gentyles/  and  the  holy  cite  shall  they  treade  vnder  fote 
xliij.  monethes.  And  I  will  geve  power  vnto  my  two  wytnesses/ 
and  they  shall  prophesy  m.  ijfl.  and  lx.  dayes/  clothed  in  sack 
cloth.  These  are  two  olyve  trees/  and  two  candlesty ekes /  stond- 
inge  before  the  god  off  the  erth. 

And  if  eny  man  will  hurtt  them/  fyre  shall  procede  out  oft  their 
mouthes/  and  consume  their  enmyes.  And  iff  cny  man  will  hurt 
them/  this  wyse  muste  he  be  kylled.  These  have  power  to  shut 
heven  /  that  hit  rayne  not  in  the  dayes  oft  their  prophesyinge :  and 
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have  power  over  waters  to  turne  them  to  bloud  /  and  to  smyte  the 
erth  with  almaner  plages  /  as  often  as  they  will. 

A  nd  when  they  nave  fynesshed  their  testimony  /  the  beste  that 
ram  oiite  of  the  bottomlesse  pytt  shall  make  warre  agaynst  them : 
and  shall  overcome/  and  kyll  them.  And  their  boddyes  shall  lye 
in  the  stretes  off  the  grete  cite/  which  sprytually  is  called  Zodom 
and  Egypt/  where  oure  lorde  was  crucifyed.  And  they  off  the 
people  and  kynredes/  and  tonges/  and  they  off  the  nacions/  shall 
se  their  bodyes  iij .  day es  and  an  haulfe  /  and  shall  not  suffre  their 
boddyes  to  be  put  in  gfaves.  And  they  that  dwell  apon  the  erth/ 
shall  reioyce  over  them  and  be  glad  /  and  shall  sende  gyftes  won  to 
another:  for  these  two  prophettes  vexed  them  that  dwelt  on  the  erth. 

And  after  iij .  dayes  and  an  halffe  the  sprete  off  ly  fe  from  god 
entred  into  them.  And  they  stode  vppe  apon  their  fete :  and 
grett  feare  cam  apon  them  which  sawe  them.  And  they  herdc 
a  grett  voyce  from  heven/  saying  vnto  them ;  Come  vppe  hydder. 
And  they  ascended  vppe  into  heven  in  a  eloude/  and  their  enmyes 
sawe  them.  And  the  same  houre  was  there  a  grett  earth  quake/ 
and  the  tenthe  parte  off  the  cite  fell/  and  in  the  erth  quake  were 
slavne  names  of  inen  seven  m.  and  the  remnaunt  were  feared  /  and 
gave  glory  to  God  off  heven.  The  scconde  woo  is  past/  and  be- 
holdc  the  thryd  woo  woll  come  anon. 

And  the  seventhc  angel  blewe/  and  there  were  made  grett 
voyces  in  heven  /  say inge :  the  k yngdoms  off  this  worlde  are  oure 
lordes  and  his  christes/  and  he  snail  raygne  for  ever  more.  And 
tlic  xxiiij.  seniours/  which  svt  before  god  on  their  seates/  fell  apon 
their  feces/  and  worshipped  god  sayinge :  we  geve  the  thankes 
lorde  God  omnipotent:  which  arte  and  wast/  and  arte  to  come/ 
for  thou  haste  receaved  thy  grett  myght/  and  hast  raygned.  And 
the  nacions  were  angry/  and  thy  wrath  is  come/  and  the  tyme  of 
the  deed  /  that  thou  shuldest  iudge  them :  and  shuldest  geve  re- 
warde  vnto  they  servauntes  prophettes  and  s&ynctes/  and  to  them 
that  feare  thy  name  smale  and  grett  and  shuldest  destroye  them/ 
which  destroye.  the  erth.  And  the  temple  of  God  was  openyd  in 
heven  /  and  there  was  sene  in  his  temple  /  the  arke  of  his  testa¬ 
ment  :  and  there  folowed  lyghtnynges  /  and  voyces  /  and  thon- 
drynges  and  erth  quake  /  and  moche  haylc. 

p)-  Chapter. 

% 

4  ND  there  appered  a  gret  wonder  in  heven.  A  woman  clothed 
with  the  sunne/  and  the  mone  vnder  her  fete/  and  apon  her 
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heed  a  croune  off  xij.  starres.  And  she  was  with  chylde  and 
cryed  travallinge  in  byrt.li/  and  payned  redy  to  be  delyvered. 
And  there  appered  another  wonder  in  heven/  and  beholde  agrett 
red  dragon/  havynge  vij.  heddes/  and  ten  homes/  and  seven 
crounes  on  his  heddes :  and  his  tayle  drue  Uie  thyrde  parte  of  the 
starres/  and  cast  them  to  the  erth. 

And  the  dragon  stode  before  the  woman  which  was  reddy  to 
be  delyvred :  forto  devoure  her  chylde  as  sone  as  hilt  were  borne. 
And  she  brought  forth  a  man  chylde/  which  shuldc  rule  all  nacions 
with  a  rodde  off  yeron.  And  her  sonnfc  was  taken  vppe  vnto 
God/  and  to  his  seate.  And  the  woman  deed  into  wvldernes/ 
where  she  had  a  place/  prepared  off  God/  that  they  shulde  fede 
her  there/  m.  ana  xxyj.  dayes. 

And  there  was  grett  battayll  in  heven  /  Michael  and  his  angelles 
fowght  with  the  dragon  and  the  dragon  fowght  and  his  angelles  / 
and  prevaylled  not :  nether  was  their  place  founde  env  more  in 
heven.  And  the  grett  dragon  /  thatt  owe  serpent  called  the  devyll 
and  Sathanas/  was  cast  out.  which  desceaveth  all  the  worldc/ 
And  he  was  cast  into  the  erth/  and  his  angelles  were  cast  out. 
also. 

And  1  harde  a  lowdc  voyce  sayinge :  in  heven  is  nowe  made 
helth  and  strengthe/  and  the  kyngdom  of  oure  God/  and  the 
power  of  his  Christ :  For  he  is  cast  doune  which  accused  them 
before  god  daye  and  nyght.:  And  they  overcam  liym  by  the 
bloudde  off  the  lambe/  and  by  the  worde  off  their  testimony/  and 
they  loved  nott  their  lyves  vnto  tlie  deetli.  Therfore  reioyce 
hevens/  and  ye  that  dwell  in  them.  Woo  to  the  inhabiters  off 
the  ertli  /  and  of  the  see :  for  the  devyll  is  come  doune  vnto  you 
which  hath  grett  wrath  /  be  cause  he  knoweth  that  he  hath  but  a 
shortt  tyme. 

And  when  that  the  dragonde  sawe  that  he  was  caste  vnto  the 
erth/  he  persecuted  the  woman  which  brought  forth  the  man 
chylde.  And  to  the  woman  were  geven  two  wyges  off  a  grett 
egle/  that  she  myght  ftye  into  the  wyldrenes/  into  her  place/ 
where  she  is  norysshed  for  a  tyme/  tymes/  and  halffe  a  tyme/ 
from  the  presence  of  the  dragon.  And  the  serpent  cast  out  of 
his  mougnt  water  afiter  the  woman  as  hit  had  bene  a  ryver  be 
cause  she  hulde  have  bene  caught  of  the  fioud  And  the  erth 
holppe  the  woman/  and  the  erth  opened  her  mought»  and  swa- 
lowed  vpne  the  rever  which  the  dragon  cast  out  off  hys  mowth. 
And  the  dragon  was  wroth  with  the  woman :  and  went  and  made 
war  re  with  the  remnaunt  of  hyr  Bede/  which  kepe  the  commaund- 
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mentes  of  god/  and  have  the  testimony  off  Jesus  Christe.  And 
1  s  to  tie  on  the  see  sonde. 


Wtp  n'tj.  Chapter. 


A  ND  I  sawe  a  best  rise  out  of  the  see/  havinge  vij.  heddes/ 

and  x  homes/  and  apon  hys  homes  x,  crownes/  and  apon 

liis  heed/  the  name  of  blasphemy.  And  the  best  which  I  sawe/  was 

lyke  a  eatt  off  the  mount&vne/  and.  his  fete  were  as  the  fete  of  a 
*•  » 

bear/  and  his  rnowth  as  the  mowthe  of  a  lyon.  And  the  dragon 
gave  hym  his  power  and  his  seate  /  and  grett  auctorifce :  and  I 
sawe  won  off  his  heddes  as  hit  wer  wonded  to  detli/  and  liis  dedly 
wonde  was  healed.  And  all  the  worlde  wondred  at  the  beest/ 
and  they  worshipped  the  dragon/  which  gave  power  vnto  the 
lieest/  and  they  worshipped  the  beest  sayinge :  who  is  lyke  vnto 
the  beeste?  who  is  able  to  warre  with  hym? 

And  there  was  a  mowth  geven  vnto  hym  that  spake  grett 
thynges/  and  blasphemy es /  and  power  was  geven  vnto  him/  to 
continue  xlij.  monethes.  And  he  opened  his  mowth  vnto  blas¬ 
phemy  agaynste  God/  to  blaspheme  hys  name/  and  his  taber¬ 
nacle/  and  them  that  dwell  in  hevenT  And  hit  was  geven  vnto 
liyin  to  make  warre  with  the  saynctes/  and  to  overcome  them. 
And  power  was  geven  hym  over  all  kynred/  tonge/  and  nacion  : 
and  all  that  dwell  apon  the  erth  worshept  hym :  whose  names 
are  not  written  in  the  boke  of  lyfe  off  the  lambe/  which  was 
kylled  from  the  begynnynge  of  the  worlde.  Yff  eny  man  have 
an  eare./  lett  hym  heare.  He  that  leaded)  into  captivite/  shall 
goo  into  captivite:  he  that  kyUeth  with  a  sweavde/  must  be 
kylled  with  a  sweardc.  Heare  is  the  pacicnce/  and  the  fayght 
off  the  saynctes. 

And  1  behelde  another  best  commynge  vpp  oute  off  the  erth/ 
and  lie  had  two  homes  lyke  a  lambe/  and  he  spake  as  dyd  the 
dragon.  And  he  dyd  all  that  the  fyrste  beest  coulde  do  in  his 
presence/  and  he  caused  the  erth/  and  them  wich  dwell  tlierin/ 
to  worshippe  the  fyrst  beest/  whose  dedly  wonde  was  healed. 
And  lie  dyd  grett  wonders/  so  that  lie  made  fyre  come  doune 
from  lie veo  in  the  syght  off  men.  And  deceaved  them  that 
dwelt,  on  the  erth  /  by  the  meanes  of  those  signes  which  he  had 
power  to  doo  in  the  sight  off  tlie  beest/  sayinge  to  than  that 
dwelt  on  the  erth :  that  they  shnlde  make  an  ymage  vnto  the 
beest/  which  had  the  wonde  off  a  swearde/  and  dyd  lyve. 

And  he  had  power  to  geve  a  sprete  vnto  the  ymage  off  the 
beest/  and  that  the  ymage  off  the  beest  shulde  speaker  and 
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shulde  cause  that  as  many  as  wolde  not  worshvppe  the  ymageof 
the  beest/  shulde  he  kylled.  And  he  made  ufi  men/'  small  and 
grett/  ryelte  and  poore/  fre  and  bond/  to  neceavo  a  marke  in 
their  right  hondes/  or  iu  their  forheddes.  Ami  that  no  man 
myght  by  or  sell/  save  he  that  had  the  marke/  or  the  name  off 
the  beest/  other  the  nombre  off  his  name.  Here  is  wisdome. 
Let  hym  that  hath  wytt  count  the  nombre  of  the  beest.  For  hit 
is  the  nombre  oif  a  man/  and  his  nombre  is  sixe  hondred/  tlire- 
score  and  sixe. 


Cl je  pfo.  Chapter. 

A  ND  I  loked/  and  loo  a  I  am  be  stode  on  the  mount  Syon/  and 
with  hym  c.  and  xliiij.  thousands  havynge  his  fathers  name 
written  in  their  forhedes.  And  1  henle  a  vovee  from  ltcvcn/  as 

|P 

the  sounde  on  many  waters/  and  as  the  voyce  off  a  grett  thoun- 
dre/  And  I  herde  the.  voyce  off  harpers  harpynge  with  their 
harpes.  And  they  songe  as  hit  were  a  tiewe  songe/  before  the 
seate/  and  before  the  foure  beestes/  and  the  seniours/  and  no 
man  could  leame  that  songe/  but  the  hondred  and  xliiij  m. 
which  were  redemed  from  the  erth.  These  are  they/  which  were 
not  defyled  with  wemen/  for  they  are  virgyns.  These  fnlowe  the 
lambe  whither  soever  he  gocth.  These  were  rcdemed  from  men 
beynge  the  fyrste  fructea  vnto  God  and  to  the  lambe/  and  in 
their  mouthos  was  founde  no  gyle.  For  they  are  with  outen 
spott  before  the  tronc  off  God. 

And  T  sawc  an  angcll  flye  in  the  myddes  off  heven  havynge  an 
everlastynge  gospell/  to  preache  vnto  them  that  syt!  and  dwell 
on  the  erth/  and  to  all  nacions/  kinreddes/  and  tonges/  and 
people/  saynge  "with  a  lowde  voyce:  FcarcGod  and  geve  honour 
to  hym/  for  the  houre  off  his  judgment  is  come :  and  worshyppe 
hym/  thatt  made  heven  and  erth/  and  the  see/  and  fountavnes  off 
water.  And  there  folowed  another  angell/  saynge :  Babilon  is 
fallen  is  fallen  thatt  gret  cite/  for  she  made  all  nacions  drynkc  of 
the  wyne  of  hvr  fornicacion. 

And  the  tliyrde  angell  folowed  them  sayinge  with  aloude 
voyce:  Yff  eny  man  worshippe  the  beest  anil  his  y mage /  and 
receave  his  marke  in  his  forhed  /  or  on  his  honde/  the  same  shall 
drynke  off  the  wyne  of  the  wrath  of  God/  which  is  powred  in  the 
cuppe  of  his  wrath.  And  he  shalbe  punnysshed  in  lyre  and 
brymstone /  before  the  holy  Angels/  and  before  the  lambe. 

And  the  smoke  of  their  turment  ascendeth  vppe  evermore. 
And  they  liave  no  rest  da  ye  ner  nyght:  whieh  worshyppe  the. 
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l>eest/  and  his  ymage/  and  whosoever  receaveth  the  prynt  of  his 
name.  Here  is  the  pacience  off  saynctes.  Heare  are  they  that 
kepe  the  commaundmentes  and  the  favght  of  Jesu. 

And  I  herde  a  voyce  from  heven  sayinge  vnto  me:  wryte. 
Blessed  arc  the  deed/  which  here  after  dye  in  the  iorde /  even  aoo 

|p 

ssayth  the  sprctc  :  that  they  maye  rest  from  their  laboures  /  but 
their  workes  shall  fblowe  diem.  And  I  loked  and  beholde  a 
whyte  clowdc:  and  apon  the  dowde  one  syttynge  lyke  vnto  the 
sonne  off  man/  havynge  on  his  heed  a  golden  crovvnc/  and  in  his 
hondc  a  sharppe  sycle.  And  another  angell  cam  oute  of  the 
temple/  cryinge  with  a  lowde  voyce  to  hym  that  sate  on  the 
dowde.  Thruste  in  thy  sycle  and  repe :  for  the  tyme  is  come  to 
repe/  tor  the  come  of  the  erth  is  rype.  And  he  that  sate  on  the 
c lowde  thrust  in  hys  sycle  on  the  erth/  and  the  erth  was  reped. 

And  another  angell  cam  oute  off  the  temple/  which  is  in 
heven/  havynge  also  a  sharppe  sycle.  And  another  angell  cam 
oute  from  the  aultre/  which  had  power  over  fyre/  and  cryed  with 
a  lowde  crye  to  hym  that  had  the  sharppe  sycle/  and  sayde : 
thrust  in  thv  sharppe  sycle/  and  gaddre  the  cluatres  of  the  erth: 
for  her  grapes  are  rype.  And  the  angell  thrust  in  his  sycle  on 
the  erth/  and  cut  downe  the  grapes  of  the  vyneyarde  off  the 
erth :  and  cast  them  into  the  grett  wynfatt  off  the  wrath  of  God/ 
and  the  wync  fatt  was  trodden  with  out  the  cite/  and  bloud  cam 
out  off  the  fatt/  even  vnto  the  hors  brydles  by  the  space  off  a 
1  howsandc  and  iiij .  score  furlonges. 


Ci)t  yb.  Chapter. 

A  ND  I  sawe  another  signe  in  heven  grett  and  mervellous/  vij 
angels  havynge  the  seven  laste  plages/  for  in  them  is  fulfilled 
the  wrath  off  God.  And  I  sawe  as  hitt  were  a  glassi  see  /  my ngled 
with  fyre/  and  them  that  had  Gotten  victory  off  the  beest/  and 
off  his  ymage/  and  off  his  markc/  and  off  the  nombre  off  his 
name/  stonde  on  the  glassy  sec/  havynge  the  harpes  of  God  and 
thev  songe  the  songe  off  Moses  the  servaunt  off  God/  and  the 
songe  off  the  lambe/  sayinge:  Grett  and  marvellous  are  thy 
workes  lorde  god  almyghty/  iuste  and  true  arc  thy  wayes/ 
kynge  off  saynctes.  Who  shall  not  feare  o  lorde/  and  gloryfy 
thy  name  ?  For  thou  only  arte  holy/  and  all  gentyls  shall  come 
and  worshippe  before  the/  for  thy  iudgmentes  are  manifest. 

And  affter  that  I  loked/  and  beholde  the  temple  off  the  taber¬ 
nacle  off  testimony  was  opyn  in  heven/  and  the  seven  angelles 
cam  out  off  the  temple/  which  had  the  seven  plages/  clothed  in 
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pure  and  bryght  lynnen/  and  havynge  their  brestes  gyrded  with 
golden  ge.rdclles.  And  won  off  the  fowre  beestes  gave  vnto  the 
seven  angels  vij  golden  vyalles  /  fltll  oft'  the  wrath  off  God  which 
lyveth  for  eveT  more.  And  the  temple  was  full  off  the  smoke  oft 
the  glory  off  God/  and  off  his  power/  and  no  roan  was  able  to 
entre  into  the  temple/  tyll  the  seven  plages  off  the  seven  angels 
were  fulfilled. 


ybj.  Chapter. 

A  ND  I  herde  a  gret  voyce  out  of  the  temple/  sayinge.  to  the 
■c*’  seven  angels :  goo  youre  waves/  poure  out  yourc  vialles  of 
wrath  apon  the  erth.  And  the  fyrst  went/  and  poured  out  his 
viall  apon  the  erth/  and  there  fell  anoysom  and  a  sore  botelie 
apon  the  men/  which  had  the  marke  of  the  best/  and  apon  them 
which  worshipped  his  ymage  And  the  seconde  angell  shed  out 
hys  viall  apon  the  see/  and  hit  turned  as  hit  were  into  the  blond 
off  a  deed  man/  and  every  lyvynge  thyngc  dyed  in  the  sec. 
And  the  thyrde.  angell  shed  out  hys  viall  upon  the  ry  vers  and 
fountaynes  off  waters/  and  they  turned  to  bloud.  And  1  herde 
an  angell  saye :  lorde  whych  arte  /  and  wast/  thou  arte  ryghlcous 
and  holy/  be  cause  thou  hast  geven  soche  iudgmentes/  for  they 
shed  out  tlic  bloude  off  saynctes/  and  prophettes/  and  therfore 
hast  thou  geven  them  bloud  to  drynke:  for  they  are  worthy. 
And  I  herde  another  out  off  the  aultre  saye :  even  soo  lorde  God 
almyghty /  true  and  righteous  are  thy  iudgmentes. 

And  the  fourth  angell  poured  out  hys  viall  on  the  sunne/  and 
power  was  geven  vnto  hym  to  vex  men  wyth  lieate  oft'  fyre. 
And  the  men  raged  in  grett  heate/  and  spake  evyll  off  the  name 
of  God  which  had  power  over  those  plages/  and  they  repented 
nott/  to  geve  hym  glory.  And  the  fifte  angell  poured  out  hys 
vyall  apon  the  seate  off  the  beste/  and  hys  kyngdonte  wexed 
derke/  and  they  gnewe  their  tonges  for  sorowe/.  and  blasphemed 
the  God  off  lieven  for  sorowe/  and  paync  off  their  sores/  and 
repented  not  of  their  dedes. 

And  the  sixte  angell  poured  out  his  vyall  apon  tlic  grett  ryver 
Euphrates/  and  the  water  dryed  vppe/  that  thewayesoff  the 
kyngesoff  thceste  shulde  be  prepared.  And  I  sawethre  vnclene 
sprettes  lyke  frogges  come  out  off  the  mouthe  off  the  dragon/ 
and  out  off  the  mouthe  off  the  beeste/  and  out  off  the  mouthe  oft’ 
the  felce  prophett.  For  they  are  the  sprettes  off  devyls  workyngc 
royracles/  to  go  outt  vnto  the  kynges  off  the  erth  and  off  the 
whole  worlde  to  gaddre  them  to  the  battayle  off  that.  gTett  dave 
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off  G  od  alimyghty.  Beholde  I  come  as  a  thefe.  Happy  is  he  thatt 
walclieth  and  kepetli  his  garmenles/  Lest  he  be  fouudc  naked  / 
and  men  se  his  filthynes.  And  he  gaddered  them  togedder  into 
a  place  called  in  the  hebme  tonge  Armagedon, 

And  the  seventh e  angell  poured  out  his  viall  in  to  the  ayre. 
And  there  cam  a  voyce  out  off  heven  from  the  seate/  sayinge : 
Hit  is  done.  And  there  folowed  voyces /  thondringes/  and  light— 
nynges/  and  there  was  a  grett  erth  quake/  soche  as  was  not 
seuce  men  were  apon  the  erth/  so  myghty  an  erthquake  and  so 
grett.  And  the  greate  cite  was  devyaed  into  thre  parties/  And 
the  cities  off  nacions  fell.  And  grett  Babilon  cam  in  remem- 
braunce  before  God/  to  gevevnto  hyr  the  cuppe  oft'  wyne  off  the 
fcarcenes  off  wrathc.  Every  yle  fled  awaye/  and  the  moun- 
tayncs  were  not  founde.  And  there  fell  a  grett  hayle/  as  hit  had 
bene  talentes/  out  off  heven  apon  the  men/  and  the  men  blas¬ 
phemed  God/  be  cause  of  the  plage  of  the  havle/  for  hit  was 
grett  and  the  plage  of  hyt  sore. 


Wl)t  ybf).  Chapter. 

A  ND  there  cam  one  of  the  seven  angels/  which  had  the  seven 
vialles/  and  talked  with  me/  sayinge  vnto  me :  come  I  will 
shc.we  the  the  judgment  of  the  grett  whore/  that  sytteth  apon  many 
waters/  wyth  whorne  have  commvtted  tbmicacion  the  kynges  of 
the  erth/  so  thatt  the  inhabiters  off  tire  erth/  are  dronken  with 
the  wyne  off  her  fornicacion.  And  he  carryed  me  awaye  into 
the  wiklernes  in  the  sprete.  And  I  sawe  a  woman  sytt  apon  a 
rose  colored  best  full  off  names  off'  blasphemy/  which  had  ten 
homes.  And  the  woman  was  arayed  in  purple  and  rose  color/ 
and  decked  with  golde/  precious  stone/  and  pcarles/  and  had  a 
cuppe  off  golde  in  her  honde/  full  off  abltominaeion/  and  fylthynes 
of  her  fornycacion.  And  in  her  forhed  was  a  name  wrytten/  a 
mister v/  eret  Babvlon  the  mother  of  whordome/  and  abomi- 
nacions  off  the  erth.  And  I  sawe  the  wyfe  dronke  with  the 
bloud  of  saynct.es/  and  wyth  the  bloud  off  the  wytnesses  off  J  esu . 
And  when  1  sawe  her/ 1  wondred  wvth  grett  mervavle, 

^  O  V 

And  the  angell  sayde  vnto  me:  wherfore  mervayllyst  thou? 
1  wyll  shewe  the  the  mistery  off  the  woman/  and  of  the  best  that 
boritli  her/  which  hath  seven  heddes/  and  ten  homes.  The  best 
that  thou  seest/  was/  and  is  not/  and  shall  ascende  out  of  the 
bottomiesse  pytt/  and  shall  goo  into  perdicion.  and  they  thatt 
dwell  on  the  erth  shall  wondre  (whose  names  arc  nolt  wrytten  in 
the  boke  off  lyfc  from  the  begynnynge  off  the  worlde)  when  they 
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beholde  the  best  that  was  /  and  ys  nott.  And  here  ys  a  mynde 

thatt  hath  wisdome. 

The  seven  heddes  are  seven  mountaynes/  on  which  the  woman 
sytteth :  they  are  also  seven  kynges.  Fyve  are  fallen/  and  on  vs/ 
and  another  is  nott  yett  come.  When  he  commeth  he  muste 
contynewe  a  space.  And  the  best  that  was/  and  vs  not/  is  even 
the  aygth/  and  ys  one  of  the  seven/  and  shall  goo  into  dest.ruc.cion. 
And  the  ten  homes  which  thou  seist/  are  ten  kynges/  which  have 
receaved  no  kyngdome/  butt  shall  receave  power  as  kynges  att. 
one  hourc  with  the  beest.  These  have  one  invndc/  and  shall 
geve  their  power  and  strengthe  vnto  the  best.  Tliese  shall  fyglit 
with  the  lambe/  and  the  lambe  shall  over  come  them.  For  he  is 
lorde  offlordes/  and  kynge  off  kynges  *.  and  they  that  are  on  hys 
syde/  are  called/  and  chosen/  and  faygthfuli. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  me :  the  waters  which  thou  sawest  /  where 
the  whore  ayttith/  are  people/  and  folke/  and  nacions/  and  tonges. 
And  the  ten  homes/  whycli  thou  sawest  apon  the  best/  are  they 
that  shall  hatte  the  whoare/  and  shall  make  her  desolatt/  and 
naked  /  and  shall  eat  her  flesshe/  and  burne  her  with  fyre.  For 
God  hathe  putt  in  their  hertes/  to  fulfyll  hys  wyll/  and  to  do  wyth 
one  consent/  for  to  geve  her  kyngdom  vnto  the  best/  vntill  the 
wordes  off  God  be  fulfylled.  And  die  woman  which  thowe  sawest/ 
ys  that  grett  cite/  whych  raignetli  over  tlie  kynges  of  the  ertli, 

* 

jrtmj.  Chapter. 

AND  after  that  1  sawe  another  angell  come  donne  from  heven  / 

havinge  gret  power/  and  the  erth  was  iyghtned  with  livs 

bryghtnes.  And  he.  cryed  mvghtyly  wyth  a  strongs  voyce  say- 

inge :  Grett  Babilon  is  fallen  ys  fallen  /  and  ys  becunt  the  habit  a- 

cion  of  devels/  anrl  the  holde  off  all  fowle  sprettes/  and  a  cage  off 

all  vnclene  and  hatftili  byrdes  /  for  all  nacions  have  dronken  of  the 

wyne  of  the  wrath  off  her  fomycacion.  And  the  kynges  off  the 

erth  have  committed  fomicacion  with  her/  and  her  merchauntes 

%  _ 

are  wexed  ryche  off  the  habundance  off  her  pleasures. 

And  I  heme  another  voyce  from  heven  saye :  come  a  waye  from 
her  my  people/  that  ye  be  nott  part  takers  in  her  synnes/  thatt  ye 
receave  nott  of  her  plages.  For  her  synnes  are  gon  vppe  to 
heven/  and  God  hath  remembred  her  wyckednes.  Rewarde  her 
even  as  she  rewarded  you/  and  geve  her  dubblc  accordyngc  to 
her  workes.  And  poure  in  dubble  to  her  in  the  same  euppe  whych 
she  fylled  vnto  you.  And  as  moche  as  she  gloryfied  her  silfe  and 
lyved  wantanly/  so  moche  poure  ye  in  for  her  off  punnysshment  / 
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and  sorowe  /for  she  sayde  in  her  herte :  I  sytt  beinge  a  quene  and 
am  no  wyddowe  and  shall  se  no  sorowe.  Tnerfore  shall  her  plages 
come  at  one  daye/  deeth/and  sorowe/  and  honger/  and  she 
slmlbc  brent  with  fyre:  for  stronge  ys  die  lorde  god  which 
iudgeth  her. 

And  the  kynges  off  the  erdi  shalbe  wepe  her  /  and  wayle  over 
her/  which  have  committed  fornicacion  wyth  her/  and  have  lyved 
wantonly  wvlh  her/  when  they  shall  se  the  smoke  off  her  burn- 
ynge/  and  shall  stonde  afarre  off  /  for  feare  off  her  punnysliment/ 
sayinge:  Alas!  Alas!  that  gret  cite  Babikm  /  thatt  myghty  cite : 
For  att  won  houre  is  her  iudgment  come.  And  the  marchauntes 
off  the  erth  shall  wepe  and  wayle  in  them  selves  /  for  no  man  wyll 
bye  their  ware  eny  more/  the  ware  of  golde/  and  sylver/  and  pre¬ 
cious  stones/  nether  off  pearle/  and  raynes/  ana  purple/  and 
scariett/  and  all  thyne  wodde/  almanner  vessels  of  yvery/  and 
almanner  vessels  off  most  precious  wodde/  and  off  brasse /  and  off 
ycron/  and  synamon.  and  odours/  and  oyntmenttes/  and  frankyn 
sencc/  and  wyne/  and  oyle/  and  fyne  floure/  and  wheate/  bestes/ 
and  shepe/  and  horsys/  and  clmrrcttes/  and  boddyes  and  solles 
of  men. 

And  the  apples  that  thy  soil  lusted  after/  are  departed  from 
the.  And  all  thynges  which  were  deyntie/  and  had  in  pryce  ar 
departed  from  the/  and  thou  shalt  fynde  them  no  moare.  The 
marchauntes  off  these  thynges  which  were  wexed  ryche  shall 
stonde  a  larre  of  from  her/  for  feare  of  the  punnysliment  of  her/ 
wepynge  and  waylinge/  and  saying :  alas  alas/  that  grett  cite/ 
that  was  clothed  in  raynes/  and  purple/  and  scarlctt/  and  decked 
with  golde/  and  precious  stone/  and  pearles :  for  ut  one  houre  so 
grett  ryches  ys  come  to  nought. 

And  every  shippe  governer/  and  all  they  that  occupied  shippes/ 
and  shippmen  which  workc  in  the  see/  stode  a  farre  of  /  and  cryed/ 
when  they  sawe  the  smoke  of  her  bumynge/  sayiiigc :  what  cite 
is  lyke  vnto  this  grett  cite?  And  they  cast  dust  on  their  heddes/ 
and  cryed  wepvnge/  and  waylinge/  and  saying  :  Alas  Alas  that 
grett  cite  wherin  were  made  ryche  all  that  had  shyppes  in  the  see/ 
by  the  reason  of  her  ware/  for  att  one  houre  is  she  made  desolate. 

Reioyce  over  her  thou  heven/  and  ye  holy  Apostles/  and  pro- 
phettes :  for  god  hath  geven  youre  iudgement  on  her.  And  a 
myghty  angel!  toke  vppe  a  stone  lyke  a  grett  mylstone/  and  cast 
Hitt  into  the  see/  sayingc:  with  suche  violence  shall  thatt  grett 
cite  Babilon  be  cast/  and  shalbe  founde  no  more.  And  the  voyce 
off  harpers/  and  musicions/  and  off  pypers/  and  trompetters/ 
shalbe  horde  no  more  in  the :  and  no  eraftrs  man/  off  whatsoever 
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craft  he  be  /  shalbe  founde  eny  more  in  the.  and  the  sounde  off  a 
myll  shalbe  herde  no  more  in  the/  and  the  voyce  of  the  brvde 
grome  and  of  the  bryde/  shalbe  herde  no  more  in  the :  for  thy 
marchauntes  were  tlie  grett  men  of  the  erth.  And  with  tliync 
iuchantment  were  deceavcd  all  nacions :  and  in  her  was  founde 
the  bloude  of  the  prophettes/  and  of  the  saynctcs/  and  off  all  that 
were  slayne  apon  the  erth. 

€i)t  rff.  €J>ap ter. 

A  ND  after  that  I  herde  the  voyce  off  moche  people  in  heven 
sayinge:  Alleluia.  Helth'and  glory  and  honours  and  power 
be  vnto  ourelorde  god/  for  true  and  ryghteous  are  his  iudgmentes/ 
for  he  hath  judged  the  grett  whore/  which  did  corrupt,  the  erth 
with  her  fomicacion/  and  hath  avenged  the  bloud  of  his  servauutos 
of  her  hond.  And  agayne  they  said :  Alleluya.  And  smoke 
rose  vppe  for  ever  more.  And  the  xxiiij.  seniours/  and  the  iiij. 
bestes  fell  doune/  and  worshypped  god  that  sate  on  the  seatc 
sayinge:  Amen  Alleluya.  And  a  voyce  cam  out  of  the  seatc/ 
saying :  prayse  oure  lorde  god  all  ye  that  are  his  servauntes/  and 
ye  that  feare  hym  both  smale  and  grett. 

And  I  herde  the  voyce  off  moche  people/  even  as  the  voyce  off 
many  waters/  and  as  the  voyce  off  stronge  thondrynges /  sayinge : 
Alleluya/  for  god  omnipotent  hath  raigned.  Let  vs  be  glad  and 
reioyce  and  geve  honour  to  hym:  for  the  mariage  off  the  lambe  is 
come/  and  hys  wyffc  made  her  sylfe  reddy.  And  to  her  was 
graunted/  that  she  shulde  be  arayed  witli  pure  and  goodly 
rayne3.  For  the  raynes  is  the  rightewesnes  off  saynctes.  And 
he  sayde  vnto  me :  happy  are  they  which  arc  called  vnto  the 
Lambes  supper.  And  he  sayde  vnto  me :  these  arc  the  true 
sayinges  off  God.  And  I  fell  at  his  fete/  to  wo'rshyppe  him. 
And  he  sayde  vnto  me :  se  thou  do  hit  not.  For  I  am  thy  felowc 
servaunt/  and  one  off  thy  brethem/  and  off  them  thatt  have  the 
testimony  off  Jesus.  Worshyppe  God.  For  the  testymony  off 
Jesus  ys  the  sprete  off  prophesy.  And  I  sawe  heven  open/  and 
beholde  a  whyte  horsse :  and  he  that  salt  apon  hym  was  fayhtfull 
and  true/  and  in  ryghtewesnes  dyd  iudge  and  make  battayle. 
His  eyes  were  as  a  flame  off  fyre :  and  on  his  heed  were  many 
crounes :  and  he  had  a  name  written  /  that  noman  knewe  butt 
hym  sylfe.  And  he  was  clothed  with  a  vesture  dept  in  bloud/ 
and  hys  name  ys  called  the  worde  off  God.  And  the  warriers 
which  were  in  heven/  folowed  hym  apon  whyte  horses/  clothed 
with  whyte  and  pure  raynes  :  and  out  off  hys  rnouthe  went  out 
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a  sharppe  swerde/  that  with  hyt  he  shulde  smyte  the  hethen. 
And  he  shall  rule  them  with  a  rodde  off  yeron/  and  he  trade 
the  wvnefatt  off  feamnes  and  wrath  off  almyghty  god.  And  hath 
on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thygh :  kynge  of  kynges/  and  lord  of 
lordes. 

And  I  sawe  an  angell  stonde  in  the  sunne/  and  he  cryed  with 
a  lowde  voycc/  sayinge  to  all  the  fowles  that  flyc  by  the  myddes 
of  heven :  come  and  gaddre  youre  selves  to  gedder  vnto  the 
supper  off  the  gret  god  t  that  ye  may  eate  the  flesshe  off  kynges/ 
and  off  hyc  captaynes/  and  the  flesshe  of  myghty  men/  and  the 
Hesshe  off  horses/  and  off  them  thatt  sytt  on  them/  and  the  flesshe 
of  ail  free  men  and  bond  men/  and  of  smale  and  gret.  And  I 
sawe  the  bostc.  and  the  kynges  of  the  erth/  and  their  warriers 
gad d red  to  gedder  to  make  battayle  agaynste  hym  that  satt  on 
the  horsse  and  agaynste  his  sowdieis. 

And  the  best  was  taken/  and  with  liyin  thatt  falce  prophett 
that  wroglit  my  rocks  before  hym/  with  which  he  desceavcd  them 

W  %  V 

that  reeeaved  the  beestes  marke/  and  them  that  worshypped  hys 
y  mm  age.  These  bothe  were  cast  into  a  ponde  off  fyre  burnynge 
with  brymstone :  and  the  remnaunte  were  slayne  with  the  swearde 
of  hym  that  satt  apon  tlie  horsse  /  .which  swearde  proceded  out 
off  liis  mouthe/  and  all  the  foules  were  fulfilled  with  their  fleshe. 

Cf)t  yy.  Chapter. 

4  ND  I  sawe  an  angell  come  doune  from  heven  /  havynge  the 
kaye  off  the  bottomlesse  pytt/  and  a  grett  chayuc  in  hys 
lionde.  And  he  tokc  the  dragon  that  olde  serpent/  which  is  the 
devyll  and  satanas/  and  he  boundc  him  a  thousand  yeares  :  and 
cast  hym  into  the  bottomlesse  pitt/  and  he  bounde  hym  /  and  set 
a  scale  on  hym/  that  he  shulde  desceve  the  people  no  moare/ 
tyll  the  m.  yeares  were  fulfylled.  And  after  that  he  muste  be 
lowsed  for  a  Ivteli  season. 

And  I  sawe  seattes/  and  the  satt  apon  them/  and  iudgment 
was  geven  vnto  them  :  and  I  sawe  the  soules  off  them  thatt  were 
behedded  for  the  wytnes  off  Je9u/  and  for  the  word  off  God: 
which  had  not  worshypped  the  best/  nether  his  ymage/  nether 
had  taken  his  marke  apon  their  forheddes :  or  on  their  hondes : 
and  they  lyvcd/  and  reygned  with  Christ  a  m.  yere:  but  the 
wotber  off  the  deed  men  lyved  not  agaync/  vntyll  the  m.  yere 
were  fynisshed.  This  is  that  fyrst  resurreccion.  Blessed  and  holy 
is  he  thatt  hath  parte  in  the  fyrst  resurreccion.  For  on  suche 
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shall  the  seconde  deeth  have  no  power  /  for  they  shalbe  the  prestos 
off  God  and  off  Christ/  and  Bhall  raigne  with  hyin  a  m.  yere. 

And  when  the  u.  yere  are  expiered/  Satan  shalbe  lowsed  out 
off  hys  preson/  and  shall  goooute  to  deceave  the  people  which 
are  in  the  foure  quarters  of  the  erth  gog  and  Magog/  to  gadder 
them  to  gedder  to  battayle  whose  nombre  is  as  the  sonde  off  the 
see:  and  they  went  vppe  on  the  playne  off  the  erth/  and  com- 
pased  the  tentes  off  the  saynctes  about/  and  the  beloved  cite. 
And  fyre  cam  doune  from  God/  out  off  heven/  and  devoured 
them  :  and  the  devyli  that  desceaved  them/  was  cast  into  a  lake 
off  fyre  and  brymstone/  where  the  beest  and  the  falce  prophett 
were  and  shalbe  tormented  daye  and  uyght  for  ever  more. 

And  1  sawe  a  grett  whyte  seate  and  hym  that  sate  on  hit/ 
from  whose  face  deed  awaye  both  the  erth  and  heven  /  and  their 
place  was  no  more  founde.  And  I  sawe  the  deed/  both  grett  and 
smale  stonde  before  God:  And  the  bokes  were  opened/  and 
another  boke  was  opened/  which  is  the  boke  of  lyfe/  and  the 
deed  were  iudged  of  thoo  thynges  which  were  wrytt.en  in  the 
bokes  accordinge  to  their  dedes :  and  the  sec  gave  vppe  her  deed  / 
which  were  in  her/  and  deth  and  hell  delyvered  vppe  the  deed  / 
which  were  in  them :  and  they  were  iudged  every  man  accordinge 
to  his  dedes.  And  deth  and  hell  were  cast  into  the  lake  of  fyre. 
this  is  that  second  deeth.  And  whosoever  was  unit  founde 
written  in  the  boke  off  lyfe/  was  cast  into  the  lake  off  fyre. 

€1 )t  yfi.  Chapter, 

4  ND  I  sawe  a  newe  heven/  and  a  newe  erth.  For  the  fyrst 
heven  /  and  the  fyrst  erth  /  were  vanysshed  awaye/  and  there 
was  no  more  see.  And  1  Jhon  sawe  that  hoi  v  cite  newe  Jerusalem 

_  V  - 

come  doune  from  God  oute  off  heven  prepard  as  a  hryue  gav- 
nysshed  for  hyr  husband.  And  I  herdc  agrett  voyce  from  the 
trone/  saynge :  be  holde/  the  tabernacle  off  God  is  with  men/ 
and  he  wyll  dwell  with  them.  And  they  shalbe  his  people/  and 
God  hym  syltfe  shalbe  with  them  and  be  their  god.  And  God 
shall  wyppe  awaye  all  teares  from  their  eyes.  And  there  shalbe 
nomore  deeth/  nether  sorowe/  nether  crytnge/  nether  shall  there 
be  eny  more  payne/  for  the  olde  thynges  are  gone.  And  he  that 
sate  apon  the  seate/  sayde:  Behold  I  make  all  thynges  ncwc. 
And  he  sayde  vnto  me:  wryte/  for  these  wordes  ar  faygthfull 
and  true. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  me :  hit  is  done.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega/ 
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the  begynynge/  and  the  ende.  1  will  geve  to  hym  that  is  a 
thyrst  of  the  well  of  the  water  of  lyfe  fre.  He  that  overcom- 
meth  shall  inheret  all  thynges /  and  I  wyll  be  hia  God/  and  he 
shalbe  my  sonne.  But  the  fearfull  and  vnbelevynge/  and  the 
abhominablc/  and  murdres/and  whormongers/  andsorceres/  and 
yclolatrcrs/  and  all  lvars  shall  have  their  parte  in  the  lake  which 
bn  myth  with  fyre  and  brymstone/  which  is  the  seconde  deth. 

Anil  there  cam  vnto  me  one  the  vij.  angels  which  had  the  vij, 
vyalls  full  of  the  vij.  laste  plages:  and  talked  with  me  sayinge  : 
come  hydder  I  will  shewe  the  the  bryde/  the  lambes  wvfe.  And 
he  caryed  me  awave  in  the  sprete  to  a  grett  and  an  hye  moun- 
tayne/  and  he  shewed  me  tne  grett  cite/  holy  Jerusalem  des- 
cendingc  out  off  heven  from  God/  havynge  the  brightnes  off 
God.  And  her  shynynge  was  lyke  vnto  a  stone  moste  precious/ 
even  a  Jaspar  cleare  as  cristall:  and  had  walles  grett  and  hye/ 
and  had  xij  gattes/  and  att  the  gattes  xij  angels :  and  names 
wrytten/  which  are  the  xij  trybes  of  Israeli:  on  the  est  parte 
iij  gatis/  and  on  the  north  syd  iij  gates/  and  to  wardes  die 
south  iij  gates/  and  from  the  west  iij  gates :  and  the  wall  off  the 
cite  had  xij  foundacions/  and  in  them  the  names  off  the  lambes 
.xij.  Apostles. 

And  he  that  talked  with  me  /  had  a  golden  rede  to  measur  the 
cite  with  all  and  the  gates  theroff  and  the  wall  ther  off.  And  the 
cite  was  by  It  iiij.  square/  and  the  length  was  as  large  as  the 
bredth  of  hitt/  and  he  measured  the  cite  with  the  rede  .xij  m. 
fur  longe.fi :  and  the  lenght/  and  the  breth/  and  the  heyght  off 
hit/  were  cquall.  And  he  measured  the  wall  therof.  an  cxliiij. 
cubittes :  the  measure  that  the  angell  had  was  alter  the  measur 
that  man  vseth.  And  the  byldinge  of  the  wall  of  hit  was  of 
iaspar.  And  the  cite  was  pure  gold  lyke  vnto  cleare  glasse/  and 
the  foundacions  off  the  wall  of  the  cite  was  garnisshed  with  all 
manor  off  precious  stones.  The  fyrste  foundacion  was  iaspar/ 
the  scconde  saphyre/  the  thyrde  a  calcedony/  the  fourth  an 
emeralde :  the  fift  sardonix  :  the  sixt  sardeos :  the  sevente  crvso- 

V 

lite/  the  ayghtc  be  rail :  the  nynthe  a  topas :  the  tenthe  a  cryso- 
prasos :  the  cleventhe  a  iacyncte  /  the  twelfe  an  amatist. 

The  xij  gattes  were  xij  pearles/  every  gate  was  of  one  pearle/ 
and  the  strete  of  the  cite  was  pure  golue/  as  thorowe  shynynge 
glasse.  And  there  was  no  temple  therin.  For  the  lord  god 
allmyghly  and  the  lambe  are  the  temple  of  hit/  And  the  cite 
hath  no  node  of  the  sunne  nether  of  the  mone  to  lyghten  hit. 
For  the  bryglitnes  off  God  dyd  light  hitt :  and  the  lambe  was 
the  light  off  hit.  And  the  people  which  are  saved  shall  walke 
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in  the  light  off  hit :  and  the  kynges  off  the  ertb  shall  bryngc 
their  glory  vnto  hit.  And  the  gattes  off  hit  are  nott  shutt  by 
daye.  For  there  shalbe  no  nyght  there.  And  tlierc  shall  entre 
into  hit  nonevnclene  thin  ire :  nether  whatsoever  worketh  abho- 

w 

minacion :  or  maketh  lyes :  but  they  only  which  are  wrytten 
in  the  lambes  boke  off  lyfe, 

wi).  Chapter. 

A  ND  he  shewed  me  a  pure  ryver  off  water  off  lyfc  pure  as 
cristall :  procedynge  oute  of  the  seate  off  God  and  off  the 
lambe.  In  the  myddes  off  the  stretc  off  hit/  and  off  ether  syde 
off  the  ryver  was  there  wode  off  lyfe ;  which  bare  xij  manner 
off  frutes :  and  gave  frute  ever  moncth  ;  and  the  le.ves  off  the 
wodde  served  to  heale  the  people  with  all.  And  there  shalbe  no 
more  cursse  but  the  seate  of  god  and  the  lambe  shalbe  in  hit : 
and  his  servauntes  shall  serve  hym  :  And  shall  sc  his  face /  and 
his  name  shalbe  in  their  for  heddes.  Andc  there  shall  be  no 
moare  nyghte  there  and  they  nede  no  candle/  nether  light  off  the 
sunne:  for  the  lorde  God  geveth  them  light/  and  they  shall 
raynge  for  evermore. 

And  he  sayde  vnto  me:  these  sayinges  are  fayghtfull/  and 
true.  And  the  lorde  god  of  saynctes  and  prophettes  sentt  his 
angell  to  shewe  vnto  his  servauntes/  the  thynges  wich  music 
shortly  be  fulfylled.  Beholdc  I  come  shortly.  Ilappy  is  he  that 
kepeth  the  sayinge  of  the  prophesy  off  this  boke.  1  am  Jhon/ 
which  sawe  these  thynges  and  herde  them.  And  when  1  had 
herde  and  sene/ 1  fell  doune/  to  worshippe  before  the  fete  of  the 
angell  which  shewed  me  these  thynges.  And  he  sayd  vnto  me : 
se  thou  do  hit  not/  for  I  am  thy  felowe  servaunt  and  the  felowc 
servaunt  of  thy  brethren  the  prophettes  and  of  them  which  kepe 
the  sayinges  off  this  boke.  But  worshippe  God. 

Ana  he  sayde  vnto  me  :  seale  nott  the  sayinges  off  prophesy 
off  this  boke.  For  the  tyme  is  at  honde.  He  that  doeth  evle/ 
lett  hym  do  evle  still :  and  he  which  is  fylthy/  lett  hym  be  fyllhy 
still :  and  he  that  is  righteous/  lett  hym  be  more  righteous :  and 
lie  that  is  holy/  lett  hym  be  more  holy.  And  beholdc  I  come 
shortly  /  and  my  rewarde  with  me/  to  geve  every  man  acordingc 
as  his  dedes  shalbe.  1  am  Alpha  and  Omega/  the  begynnynge 
and  the  end  /  the  fyrst  and  the  la3t.  Blessed  are  they  that  do 
hys  commaundmentes/  that  their  power  mayc  be  in  the  tree  off 
lyfe/  and  m&ye  entre  in  thorowe  the  gates  into  the  cite.  For 
with  out  shalbe  dogges  and  inchanters/  and  whormongers/  and 
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morthrcrs/  and  ydolatres/  and  whosoever  iovelh  or  maketh 
lesynges. 

I  Jesus  sent  niyne  angelic  to  testyfye  vnto  you  these  thynges 
in  the  congregacions.  I  am  the  rote  and  the  generacion  of 
David/  and  the  bright  momyngc  starre.  And  the  sprete  and  the 
brvde  savdc  come.  And  lett  hym  that  heareth/  saye  also  come. 
And  let  hym  that  is  a  thyrsi  come.  And  let  whosoever  wyll  / 
take  of  the  water  of  lyfe  fre. 

1  testifye  vnto  every  man  thatt  heareth  the  wordes  of  prophesy 
of  thys  boke.  yf  eny  man  shall  adde  vnto  these  thynges/  god 
shall  adde  vnto  hym  the  plages  that  are  wrytten  in  this  boke. 
And  yf  eny  man  shall  mynnyshc  of  the  wordes  off  the  boke  of 
this  prophesy  /  god  shall  take  awayc  his  parte  out  of  the  boke  of 
lyfe/  ao<3  outc  of  the  holy  cetie/  ana  from  tlioo  thynges 
which  are  written  in  this  boke.  He  which  testi- 
fyith  these  thinges  sayth :  be  hit/  I  come 
quvckly/  Amen,  even  soo  :  come 
lorde  Jesu.  The  grace  of  oure 
lorde  Jesus  Christ  be 
with  you  all 
Amen. 


mire  df  the  nctoc 
tesftimrnt 
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Q.EVE  diligence  Reder  (I  exhorte  the)  that  thou  come  with  a 
pure  mynde/  and  as  the  scripture  sayth  with  a  syngle  eye  / 
vnto  the  wordes  of  health/  and  of  eternall  lyfe:  by  the  which  (if 
we  repent  and  beleve  them)  we  are. borne  a  newe/. created  a 
frcsslie/  and  enioye  the  frutes  off  the.  blond  of  Christ.  Whiehe 
bloud  cryeth  not  for  vengeaunce/  as  the  bloud  of  Abel :  but  hath 
purchased/  lyfe/  love'  faveour/  grace/  blessynge/  and  whatso¬ 
ever  is  promysed  in  the  scriptures/ to  them  that  beleve  and  obeye 
God :  and  stondeth  bitwene  vs  and  wratlie/  vengeaunce/  cursse./ 
and  whatsoever  the  scripture  threatened  agaynst  the  vnbekvers 
and  disobedient/  which  resist/  and  consent  not  in  their  hertes  to 
the  lawe  of  god  /  that  it  is  ryght/  wholy/  iuste/  and  ought  soo 
to  be. 

a 

Marke  the  playneand  many  feat  places  of  the  scriptures/  and 
in  doutfull  places/  se  thou  adde  no  inter prettied on  contrary  to 
them  :  but  (as  Paul  saytb)  let  all  be  conformable  and  agrevnge 
to  the  fayth. 

Note  the  difference  of  the  lawe/  and  of  the  gospcll.  The  one 
axeth  and  requyreth/  the  wother  perdoncth  and  forgeveth.  The 
one  threatened  /  the  wother  promyseth  all  good  thynges/  to  them 
thatt  sett  their  trust  in  Christ  only.  The  gospell  signified  gladde 
tydynges/  and  is  notliyngc  butt  the  promyses  off  good  thynges. 
All  is  not  gospell  that  is  written  in  the  gospell  boke :  For  if  the 
lawe  were  a  way e/  thou  couldcst  not  know  what  the  gospell 
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tneante.  Even  as  thou  couldest  not  se  perdon/  favour/  and 
grace/  excepte  the  lawe  rebuked  the/  and  declared  vnto  the  thy 
sin  tic  /  mysdedc/  and  treaspase. 

Repent  and  beieve  the  gospell  as  sayth  Christ  in  the  fyrst  of 
Markc.  Applyc  all  waye  the  lawe  to  thy  dedes/  whether  thou 
findc  luste  in  the  bottom  of  thyne  herte  to  the  lawe  warde :  and 
soo  shaft  thou  no  dout  repent  /  and  feale  in  the  silfe  a  certayne 
sorowe/  payne  /  and  grefe  to  thyne  herte :  be  cause  thou  canst 
nott  with  full  luste  do  the  dedes  off  the  lawe.  Applye  the  gos¬ 
pel  l  /  that  is  to  saye  the  promyses  /  vnto  the  deservy nge  off  Christ  / 
and  to  the  mercye  of  god  and  his  trouth/  and  soo  shalt  thou  nott 
despeare :  butt  shalt  feale  god  as  a  kynde  and  a  mereifull  father. 
And  his  sprete  shall  dwell  in  the/  and  shall  be  stronge  in  the : 
and  the  promises  slialbe  geven  the  at  the  last  (though  not  by  and 
by/  lest  thou  shuldcst  forgett  thy  sylfc/  and  be  negligent)  and  all 
threaten ynges  shalbe  forgeven  the  forChristis  blouddis  sake/  to 
whom  commit  thy  silfe  all  togedder/ with  out  respect  /  other  of 
thy  good  dedes  or  of  thy  badde. 

Them  that  are  learned  Cliristcnly  / 1  beseche :  for  a3  raoclic  as 
1  am  sure/  and  my  conscience  bcareth  me  rocorde/that  of  a  pure 
entent/  singilly  and  faythfully  I  have  interpreted  itt/  as  farre 
forth  as  god  gave  me  the  gyfite  of  knowledge/  and  vnderstond- 
ynge :  that  the  rudnes  off  the  worke  nowe  at  the  fryst  tyme/ 
offende  them  not :  but  that  they  consyder  howe  that  I  had  no 
man  to  counterfet/  nether  was  holpc  with  englysshe  of  eny  that 
had  interpreted  the  same/  or  soche  lyke  thinge  in  the  scripture 
before  tyme.  Moreover/  even  very  necessitie  and  combraunce 
(Coil  is  recorde)  above  strengthe/  which  I  will  not  rehearce/  lest 
we  shuldc  seme  to  bust  oure  selves  /  caused  that  many  thynges  are 
lackynge  /  wluche  necessaryly  are  lequyred.  Count  it  as  a  thynge 
not  havynge  his  full  shape  /  but  as  it  were  borne  afore  hys  tyme/ 
even  as  a  thing  begunne  rather  then  fynnesshed.  In  tyme  to 
come  (yf  god  have  apoynted  vs  there  vnto)  we  will  geve  it  his  full 
shape:  and  putt  out  yf  ought  be  added  superfluusly:  and  adde 
lo  yff  ought  be  oversene  thorowe  negligence  :  and  will  enfoarce 
to  brynge  to  eompendeousnes  /  that  which  is  nowe  translated  at 
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the  lenglhe  t  and  to  geve  lyght  where  it  is  requyred/  and  to  seke 
in  certayne  places  more  proper  englysshe  t  and  with  a  table  to 
expounde  the  wordes  which  are  nott  commenly  vsed/  and  shewn 
howe  the  scripture  Yseth  many  wordes/  which  are  wother  wyse 
vnderstonde  of  the  com  men  people :  and  to  helpe  with  a  declara- 
cion  where  one  tonge  taketh  nott  another.  And  will  end  ever 
oureselves/  as  it  were  to  sethc  it  better/  and  to  make  it  more 
apte  for  the  weakc  stomakes :  desyryngc  them  that  arc  learned  / 
and  able/  to  remember  their  duetie/  and  to  helpe  there  vnto: 
and  to  be  stowe  vnto  the  edyfyinge  of  Christis  body 
(which  Is  the  congrcgacion  of  them  that  bclevc) 
those  gyftes  whych  they  have  receavcd 
of  god  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  grace  that  commeth 
of  Christ  be  with 
them  that  love 
hym. 

Prayc  for  vs. 
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